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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS 

On the Illuminees* and on the different Works whereon 
ihefi Mmoiu are grounded • 

T HE third confpiracy, which I am now about to 
inveftigate, is that of the Atheijiical Illuminees , 
which at myoutfet + I denominated the con/piracy of 
the Sophijiers of Impiety and Anarchy againjl every reli- 
gion natural or revealed ; not only againjl kings , but 
againjl every government , againjl m civil fociety 9 even 
agairtjt all property whatfoever . 

The name or Illuminee Which this Sed (the mod 
difaftrous in its principles, the molt extenfive in its views, 
the mod atrocioully cunning in its means) has chofen, 
is of ancient Handing in tne annals of diforganizing 
Sophiftry. It was the n^jne which Manes and his difci- 
ples firll affeded, gloriantur Manicheei fe de ccrto illumi - 
natos.% The firft Roficrucians alfo, who appeared in 
Germany, called themfelves Illuminees. And later, in 
our time, the Martinijls (with many other feds) have 
pretended to Illuminifm. As an outline for hiftory I 
diftinguifh them by their plots and tenets, and will re- 
duce them into two clafles, the Atheijiical and the Tbe- 
ojophical Illuminees. Thefe latter more particularly 
comprehend the Martinijls , whom I have already men- 
tioned in my fecond volume, and the Swedenbourgians , 
whom I (hall mention in their proper place, where allb 
I fhall give what information I have been able to colled 
relating to them. The Atheijiical Illuminees are the 
objeds of the prefent volume, and it is their confpiracy 
that I mean to difclofe. 

The very numerous letters, books, and manuferipts, 

• The Translator thinks St proper to inform the Reader, that, confi- 
tiering how much the abufe of terms, fuch as of Pbilofopby , Rcajon , &c. 
See. has contributed to diffufe the new-fangled do&rines, he has adopted 
in the prefent volume (which may be faid to be the firll methodical 
work publifhed on the fuojed of which it, treats) the words Illuminee , 
lUmmin'vze and Illkminizatien , though Illuminate and Illumination might 
perhaps he more correct expreffions. Every reader will feel, that the 
illumination of the world, and to illuminate mankind, are objeds wor- 
thy of the true philofophcr. But may the man be ever accurll who 
{hall attempt to iUuminize his countrymen, or aim at the aluminization of 
the world! T. 

f VoL L Page zxiL } Gaultier, Verbo Manichjej, Se&. 3. 
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which I have received fince the publication of my pro- 
pofals, has rendered it impoflible for me to comprife 
the propofed inveftigation in one volume. The baleful 

J >roje<fts of the Seft and the laws for their execution are 
o ftrangely combined, that I thought it neceffary to 
begin by making my reader perfectly acquainted with 
its code ; that is to fay, with the regular progreflion of 
Its degrees, myfteries, and government. 

This alone requiring an entire volume, I am reduced 
to the neceffity of giving a fourth , in which I (hall de- 
velope the Hiftory of Illuminifm, and make an applica- 
tion of the'triple confpiracy to the French Revolution. 

I have more particularly applied myfelf to the inveftiga- 
tion of the legiflative part of this confpiring Seft, as no 
work has yet been publifhed in which the whole of their 
code is to be found. Detached parts only were to be 
met with icattered throughout the papers which had 
been feized by the public authority. ThefeJ have col- 
lcfted and digefted ; thus enabling the reader more 
eafily to judge what has been and what muft have been 
the refult ofTuch laws. In fuch an undertaking, I feel 
myfelf bound to lay before the public an account of 
the documents on which I ground my proofs. The 
following then is a lift of the principal works, with a 
few obfervations on each, that the reader may form his 
own judgment as to their authenticity. 

I. The firft is a colleftion entitled u Some of the 
* Original Writings of the Seft of IUuminees, which 
u were difeovered on the nth and 12th of Oftober, 
u 1786, at Landfhut, on a fearch made in the Houfe of 
u the Sieur Zwack, heretofore Counfellor of the Regen- 
u cy 5 and printed by Order of His Highnefs the Eleaor. 
c< Munich, by Ant. Franz, Printer to the Court*.” 

II. The fecond is a fupplement to the Original Wri- 
tings ^ chiefly containing thofe which were found on a 
fearch made at the caftle of Sandersdorf, a famous 
haunt of the IUumuiees , by order of His Highnefs the 
Ele&or. Munich, 1787.1 
Thefe two volumes contain irrefragable proofs of the 
molt detcftable confpiracy. They difclofe the principles, 

* Einige original fchriften dcs iUuminaten Ordcns, welchc bey dem • 
gewefenen regicrungfrath Zwack, durch vorgennommene haus vimation 
*u Landfhut den xi und 12 O&ob. 1786, vorgefunden worden. Adf 
hochften befehl feiner churfurftlichen Durchleucht zum druck befordcrt. 
Miinchen. Gedruckt bey Ant. Franz churfl : hof-buch-dmeker. 

\ t Nachrichten you weitem Original fchriften, &c. 
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the objed, and the means of the Sed; the eflential I 

parts of their code, the diligent correfpondence of the 

adepts, particularly that of their chief, and a ftatemeot 

■of their progrefs and future hopes. The editors indeed 

have carriecf their attention fo far, as to mention by 

whofe hand the principal documents or letters were 

vfrritten. At the' beginning of the firft volume, and on 

- the frontifpiece of the fecond, is feen the following re- 
markalle advertifiment by order of the Eledor 

^ Thofe who may harbour any doubt as to the authen- 
u ticity of this collection, have only to apply to the 

office where the fecret archives are kept, at Munich, 

-* and where orders are left to fhow the originals.”* 

' I entreatthat my headers will recoiled this advertift- 
nient whenever they (hall fee theOrigbjal Writings cited. 

III. “ The True* iUurmnee , or the real and perfeft 
“ Ritual of the IHummee ; comprehending the Prepa- 
“ ration, the Noviciate, the Minerva! Degree, that of 
“ the Minor and Majqr Uluminee, all without addition 
/ “-or omiffion.”---Witb rcfpCd to the authenticity of this 
work, we need only quote the teftimony of the Baron 
Knigge, furnamed Phtlo, the moft famous of the Illumi- 
nces after the Founder of the Sed ; and who was ac- 
/ tually the chief compiler of its Code, as he tells us him- 
felf : “ All thefc degrees (fays he) fuch as I compofed 
u them, have been -printed this year at Edefje (Frank- 
^ fort on the Mem) under the tide of the True Ilium- 
“ nee . I am ignorant of the author ; but they appear 
" "lexadly as they flowed front thy pen s that is to fay, as 
“ I compiled This certainly is an authenti- 

cated document on the fed j, and recognized by the 
compiler hidifelf. , 

’ IV. I now proceed to a work? Vrtitch was puUidied 
by this fame Philo, tinder tile tide of * Lafl Obflrvations , 

“or lafl WordrofPhilo, and Anfwers to divers Quefti- 
} u ons on my connexions with the IliunMnees.” In this 
''wori t phUo Kniggi gives us an account of himfclf and 
j-df MtdUuminifm, of his agreements with the chieisof 
-the Sed, and of his labours' for it- His vanity, how- 
. ever, makes, this narrative fulforae, The reader will 

• Wer an der aechtheit diefer verfammtuhg clncn zwciicl tract, iriag 

- fth nur bey den hiefigen gehdmdi arcbW meld on, all wo man Sim die 
- vrfchrifften fejbftvorzu lcjten bdeblieet ilL MunthOl 26 Mats 

1 { Philo** eddiruxig, Ate. Page 96. 

B a ' 
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obferve in his writings one of thofe pretended Philofo- 
phers who, treat all religious objects with that contempt 
which they themfelvps defer ve. This is of noconfequencc; 
he attempts to juftify his own conduct ; his avowals may 
therefore be received in teftimony againft the Seft. 

V. “ The laft Works of Spartacus and Philp f Die 
neuften Arbciten des Spartacus und Philo . Except the 
Original Writings f this is the moft intelligent and im- 
portant work that has been publifhedon the Illumi- 
nees. It contains the two degrees of the greateft con- 
fideration both on account of the myfteries revealed in 
( tbem by the Se<ft, and of the laws laid down for the 

adepts.— Not a (hadow of doubt can be maintained as 
-to die authenticity of this work. Thefe degrees and laws 
tare publiflied with a certificate pf Philo attefting their 
conformity with the original, and under the. feal of the 

- Order. This certificate was fcatcely neceflary. Who - 
ever can read mud eafily perceive that thefe degrees 
ahd thefe laws ore no other than a compilation, and 
often (in the moft .effential parts) but a copy of the dif- 
rcourfes, precepts and principles,, contained in the Origi- 
-nd Writings. The puWifher is a man who has pafled 
. through all the degrees of Illumiriifm. More dexterous 

than Philos he makes' bimfelf matter of his fecret, and 
i of that of the whole Seft. The better to unmafk Illu- 
minifm, he becomes an Illumince 5 and he has fo well 
Succeeded, that do member of the Order Was better ac- 
quainted with it than himfelf. ; 

VI. The fame writer has publifhed A Critical Hiftoryof 

- the Degrees of IUumini/in y a valuable work, 'in which every 
thing is proved from the very letters of the grand adepts. 

VII. The Directing Illuminee , or the Scotch Knight . 

1 This may be fald to be the counterpart of the Laft 
f Works of Philo and . Spartacus . It is a defeription i>f 

the moft important intermediary degree of lUmninifm. 

; The Editor does not indeed pubfiflv it under the fignet 
f of the Order ; but when the reader has compaTed .it 
. wkh the Original Writings , and even with the criticifin 
on 'it by the chief,, ivho was not much pleafed with the 
compiler, he will.foon decide that the grand feal of the 
Qrder is not neceflary to authenticate it. 

VIII. Remarkable Depofitions rejpefiing the IUuthu 
vets* Thefe- are three juridical depofitions on oath* 
and figned ift by Mr. Cofundey , Canon and Profcflbr at 
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Munich ; adly by Mr. Banner, Pried and Profeflbr of 
the fame Academy ; 3<lly by Mr. Utzfclmeuter, Coun- 
fellor of the Electoral Chamber ; 4thly by Mr. George 
Grumberg, a, member of the Academy of Sciences, and 
Profeflbr of Mathematic* As every , thing is juridical 
in thefe depofitions, it would be.ufeleis for me to ii)Gd 

■ on the weight they mud carry with them. Thefe were 

four pupils who d>d not wait to he initiated in the grand 
myfteries of theJSeft to, form their judgment on, and to 
quit the Sedi. They were cited at a tribunal; to declare 
all they kne,w> and they anfwefcd with moderation, and 
truth. Their depafltions will hud * plane -in the -hif- 
torical part of this work. , 

, IX. The Apologies publilhed by.fomc of the leaders 
of the Sedl are afio to be clalfed among the incontro- 
vertible evidence which we have acquired. Thefe gen- 
tlemen will not be expedted to have a ggr avated their 
own wickednefs. 

X. The lid would be endlefs were' I to fuhjoin ail 

■ the works that have been written agpind the SeSL 
. But I mud diftinguilh in this place the works of My. 

. Hoffman, Profeflbr at the Univerfity of Vienna. 1 ana 

but little acquainted ; with thofe of Dodlor Zimmerman, 
though I have been informed by letter, that he furnilh- 
. cd many valuable articles in a, journal publilhqd at Vi- 
enna, and chiefly diredfed againft the Sedt. I often find 
. Mr. Stark’ s name mentioned as a Aren nous opponent of 
the Sedt. I have feep no publication .with.hw name fo 
it, except an Apology in Anfwer to the .Calumnies of 

■ the Sedt, which it continues, toreprat, potwithdandi*g 
j the viAorioy* manner in which he. has anfwfcred thenv 

. Among the anonymous; writings. I find jm excellent 
work entitled the Ultimate fateff the Fret mofons (fyi- 
dikhes fddckfd dfs. Freyr-maurtr OrdpfifX/ It. is, adit 
, courfe pronounced at the breakingiPlbofn Ffeemafens 
! Lodge. The writejrof this difequrfc gives an excefle* 
f datement of the rcafons why the Lodge? fhould flpC 
. pend- their labours fipce Ulumjnifnt had intruded itfclf 
I into MafoBry,— I baifeyc he would; have pronounced 
. this dUcourle much fooner, bad he known (hat... all 
Lodges were pot fo-pure as his own., 

. I liave alio, perufed the Biographical Fragments of the 
, Sieur Bode ,: a famous IHuminee; thefe will be very ufe- 
ful ia our.tiiAiorteil Volume, . As to puwbalefs other 
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works •which I have read on the fame fubjecl, it will 
faffice to give the titles of them when quoted. I have 
fiud more than enough to (hew that l am hot in the 
dark with refpeA to the fubjeft on which I am writing. 

[ I could willi to exprefs my gratitude to thofe virtuous 
men who, by their cortefpondence, and the memorials 
which they fiave fcnt me, have greatly advanced my 
tadertakittg. But open exprefliohsof Rich a gratitude 
'would'prove fatal to them. To have contributed to the 
public utility is a fufficiCnt reward for their virtue ; ajhd 
? jf my work is not fo perfcft as it ought to be, it arifes 
iiot from afty Wartt 6f energy in their endeavours. 

I find myfelf much againlt my will obliged to anfwer 

* certain objeftions which my Tranflator has made, and 
-which will; doubtlefs, be repeated by many other read- 
ers, grounded' on the work of Mr. Robilon, entitled 
'Proofs of a Cmfpiracy ttgainft aU the Religious' and Go* 
vernmcnts of Europe , &e. &c. That work was pub- 

^Sfhed jud as thisThird Volume wlas going to the prefs. 
* 4ts author hacLnot then met with mv two firft Volumes; 
1 m it in a feCond Edition he is pleated to mention them 
tfn his Appendix: 7 1* am much flattered by his approlm- 
< iion, hearty congratulate him on the zeal he ha9 Mth- 
^eif flibwn : irt- combating the puMic enemy, and amhap- 
^y to'fee that he has wrought on the bed materials, 
b' Wfthctat knowing it, We have fought for the feme caufe 
^ With* thefaitiearm^^aikf purfued the feme courfe ; but the 
^pObRcatefoh the eVbof leeing our relpedive qnotatidris, 
band-' Will dbferVC a remarkable difference between them. 
SI* fear ldft' We (hoUldbe put in competition with each 
Otter, nod the c&Ufeof truth fuffor in the conflict. ; I 
I'^ltredP tte‘rCade£to obferve, that ; thefe differences 
‘ arifc from the different methods followed by him arid 
-•ttyfelf. Mr. RobHon has adopted the eafieit, though 

* the mod hazardous method. He combines together in 
3*taie paragraph what his memory may have compiled 
; f l!foh*many, andfometimes make? rife of the expreffiohs 
1 1 of the German author when he thinks it rieceffary . Be- 
b ftfcs, he has feen much, and read much,-andrelates it all 
(together tn tire paragraphsmarkedby iriwrted Comm as. 

The warning he has given irt his prefer will not (office 
- *io remove the objections of fome readers. In fomd pa£ 
he ‘has even adopted as truth certain aflertions 
’ 'Which the* cOtr^ondcnCc #£ thd lUumiiKes evidently 
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demonftrate to have beeft invented by them againfl: * 

their adverfaries, and which in my Hitlorical Volaroe 
I (ball be obliged to treat in an oppofite fenfe. Nor t 
will I pretend to fay, that IUuminifm drew its origin 
from Mafonry ; far it is a demonlbrated beyond aS 
doubt, that the founder of llluminifm only became aMa» 

Ton in 1777, and that two years later than that he was 
wholly unacquainted with the myfteries of Maibnry*. 

I know perfectly well, that this will not make lllumi. 
nifm lets difaftrous ; neverthelefs I am obliged to differ 
from Mr. Robifon when treating on that lubjeft, as well 
as on fome other articles. — So much for objections; 
here is my reply. 

In the firft {dace Mr. Robifon and I always agree as 
to the efiential faCts and the Confpiracy of the iBumin- 
ized Lodges ; we alfo agree on their maxims and de- 
grees; and this mult be mfficient to convince the reader. 

In the next place, in his general view of the Sell he 
has obferved its dcteftable and molt dangerous princi- 
ples. Like a traveller he has fecn the 

Monftrum horrendum, informc, indent 

But he has not deferibed its forms, its manners, and 
its habits. Nor would it be very prudent to rejeft hie 
narrative becaufc fome few circumftances are not per- 
fectly authenticated, or becaufe here and there fome 
want of order may be obfervable. 

In fliort, if we except one or two letters, which may 
be faid to be tranflations, all the other quotations 
(though in the form of letters) cannot be called fo, for 
they are not to be found in the letters of the Illumincet* 

They are Extracts from different parts, all brought to- 
gether under one head ; Mr. Robilon has given them to 
the public in his own ftyle,and fometimes makes the Dlu- 
minees freak in clearer terms than is done in the Origi- 
nals. His addition in the Tranflation of the famous 
letter from Spartacus to Marius, page 165 -6f, has given 
rife to numberlefi queftions, how the — evert d~~, was 
exprefied in the German text. A parsnthefis follows 
(can tbit mean death ?) I was obliged to anfwer that the 
even as well as the parenthefis, were additions; 
but at the fame time they were not additions contrary 
to the fenfe of the letter. I could willingly have attri- 

* Original Writings, VoL L Let. 6, to Ajax. Ibid. Let. 36, to M. C 
Porcius— and the firft Pages of the Critiod Hifiorj'of the Degrees 

t Sec Page 4, of this Volume. 
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buted thefc deviations to a difference in the editions of 
die Original Writings ; but a new work mud be fup- 
, pofed, as Well as new letters, to juftify the quotations* 
and all Germany mud have noticed fuch changes. In 
the firft place, the Court of Bavaria would have proteft- 
ed againft fuch a fuppofition ; as the Original Writings 
coula not have coincided With an edition fo diffimilar; 
next, the llluminees who have not fpoken in fuch clear 
language, though clear enough in their letters; in fine 
die authors who have combated Illuitiinifm, and whofe 
quotations all exaftly agree with the Edition of Munich. 
The Pages may change in different Editions; but whole 
Letters and Difcourfes cannot, efpecially when the public 
may, as we have feen above, have accefe to the Originals. 

As for me, whofe name cannot be expected to have 
fuch authority as Mr. Robifon’s, I have taken all the 
precautions of which I felt myfelf to ftand in needf, 
I never make a quotation but with the Original before 
me ; and when I tranflate any paflage which may flag- 
ger the reader, I fubjoin the original, that each may 
explain and verify the text. I follow the fame line of 
conduct when t compare the different teftimonies. I 
never mention a fingle law in the code without having 
the original before me, or the praftice of it to vouch 
for my afiertion. Hence it will be perceived, that 
we are not to be put in competition with each other ; 
Mr. Robifon taking a general view, while I have at- 
tempted to defeend into particulars : as to die fub- 
flance we agree. I heartily congratulate him on his 
fceal in combating the monfrer ; and though we do not 
agree in certain particularities, we both evince the 
monflrous nature of the Seft, and the certainty of its 
horrible Confpiracies. 

f I am alfo afraid the difference that exifts between the degrees of Rofi- 
crafian, of which Mr. Robifon is in poffcffion, and thofe which I have 
mentioned, may give rile to argument. I anfwer, iff. That I am ac- 
quainted with three degrees of Roficnifians, very different in them- 
Selves; idly. That the Catechifms, Queftions and Rituals for the fame 
degree greatly differ in different countries ; 3dly. That I have followed 
the works of Mr. UAbbe Le Franc , which Mr. Robifon has quoted ; 
4 thly. That Mr. Robifon allows the degree of Knigbu of tbc Sun as de- 
scribed by me to be fimilar to that wmch he is in pofifeflion of. Since 
the publication of my Second Volume, I have received an account of the 
<6me degree which coincides with what I had laid, and this degree is a 
fufficient ground for all that Mr. Robinfon or myfelf have afferted oq the 
attack carried on by Mafonry againft Religion and Governments. 
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CHAP. I. 

Spartacus-Weijhaupt , Founder of the Illuminees. 


T HERE fometimes appear men formed with fuch 
unhappy difpofitions, that we are led to confidcr 
them in no other view than as emanations from the 
evil genius, bereft by the avenging God of the powei; 
of doing good. Imbecil in the fphere of wifdom, fuch 
men are only efficient in the arts of vice and dcftru&ion 5 
they are ingenious in thofe conceptions, fkilful in that 
cunning, and fruitful in thofe refources which enable 
them defpotically to reign in the fchools of falfehood, 
depravity, and wickednefs. In competition with the 
Sophifters, thefe men will furpafs them in the arts of 
exhibiting error in falfe and delufive colours ; of dit 
guifing the vicious paffions under the mafk of virtue ; 
and of clothing impiety in the garb of philofophv. In 
the den of confpirators they are pre-eminent oy the 
atrocity of their deeds ; they excel in the arts or pre- 
paring revolutions, and of combining the downfal of 
the Altar with that of Empires. If their career be ever 
impeded, it is only when they approach the paths of 
virtue and of real icience. When Heaven in its wrath 
permits a being of this fpecies to appear on the earth, 
it has only to put nations within the Iphere of his a&ivi- 
ty, and it will be awfully avenged. 

With fuch qualities, and under fuch aufpices, was 
bom in Bavaria, about the year 1748, Adam Weis- 
KAupT f better known in the annals of the fe& by the 
name of Sfa&tacus. To the eternal fliame of his Se- 
rene proteftor, this impious man, heretofore Profeflbr 
of Law at the Univerfity of Ingolftadt, but now banifti- 
Vol. Ill* C 
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ed from his country as a traitor to His prince and to the 
whole univerfe, peacefully, at the court of Erneft Lewis 
duke of Saxe Gotha, enjoys an afylum, receives a pen- 
fion from the public treafury, and is dignified with the 
title of Honorary Counfellor ta that Prince. . . 

An odious phenomenon in nature, an Atheift void of 
remorfe, a profound hypocrite, deftitute of thofe fupe* 
rior talents which lead to the vindication of truth, he is 
pofleffed of all that energy and ardour in vice which 
generates confpirators for impiety and anarchy. Shun- 
ning, like the ill-boding owl, rhe genial rays of the fun, 
he wraps around him the mantle of darknefs ; and hif- 
tory (hall record of him, as of the evil fpirit, only the 
black deeds which he planned or executed. Of mean 
birth, his youth was palled in obfcurity, and but a fingld 
trait of his private life has pierced the cloud in which 
he had enveloped himfelf but it is one of hateful de- 
pravity and of the mod confummate villany.— Inceftu- 
ous Sophifter I it was the widow of his brother whom 
he feduced.— Atrocious father ! it was for the murder of 
his offspring that he folicited poifon and the dagger.— 
Execrable hypocrite ! he implored, he conjured both art 
and friendlhip to deftroy the innocent viftim, the child 
whofe birth mull betray the morals of his father. The 
fcandal from which he Ihrinks is not that of his crime ; 
k is (he fays and writes it himfelf) the fcandal which, 
publiftiing the depravity of his heart, would deprive him 
of that authority by which, under die cloak of virtue, 
he plunged youth into vice and error.— Monftrous So-? 
phifter ! he accufes the devils of not having fkreened 
him from this fcandal by thofe abominations which 
called the vengeance of the - God of Nature on the fon 
of Judah — Then, impudently daring, he perjures him- 
felf ; he calls every thing that is facred to witnefs, that 
neither he nor his friends ever knew of the exillence of 
thofe poifons or fceret means of fcreening him from in- 
famy, much lefs that they had ever propofed, fought, or 
employed them. He challenges, and at length forces, the 
magiftrates to prove the accufation ; they produce the 
letters of the perjured Sophifter, and therein we behold 
him entreating a firft, a fecond, and even a third confi- 
dant, to feek, or caufe to be fought, and to communi- 
cate to him, thefe horrid arts. We fije him recalling 
promifes of three years Handing with refpeft to thelc 
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means. He complains of the little fuccefs of his at* 
tempts, he accufes the agents of timidity or of igno- 
ranee ; he entreats and conjures them to renew their 
attempts, telling them, that it was not yet too late, but 
that expedition was neceflary. Who can paint the de- 
pravity of this (ingle trait. How monftrous the being 
who could have combined fuch depravity ! That the 
God who humiliates the Sophifter mould have permit- 
ted this (ingle trait to have been brought to light, will 
fuffice to mow how far wickednefs may be carried by 
the man, who, with virtue on his tongue, and under the 
(hade of that (acred name, was forming and fanaticiiing 
the blood-thirfty legions of a Robcfpierre. 

After fo (hocking an accufation the reader wiH natu«, 
rally exped us to produce incontrovertible proofs. We 
will, therefore, firft lay before him the letter of JVe'tf 
Jbaupt to his adept Hertel; it is the Third Letter in the 
Second Volume of the Original Writings of the Iilu* 
tninees in Bavaria. 

“ Now,” (ays Weifliaupt to this adept, “ let me, under 
“ the moft profound fecrccy, lay open the iituationof my 
44 heart. It dellroys roy reft, it renders me incapable of 
“ every thing. I am abnoft defperate. My honour is in 
“ danger, and I am on the eve of lofing that reputation 
44 which gave me fo great an authority over our people.- 
“ My fi/ler-in-law is with child. I have fent her to Athens 
44 (Munich) to Euriphon, to folicit a marriage licence 
44 from Rome. You fee how neceflary it is that me (hould 
44 fucceed, and that without lofs of time ; every moment 
44 is precious. But (hould (he fail, what (hall I do ?-How 
“ (ball I reftore the lionour of a perfon who is the vie- 
44 tim of a crime that is wholly mine ? JVe have already 
44 made fever al attempts to dejlroy the child ; (he was 
iC determined to undergo all; but Euriphon is too timid. 
u Yet I fcarccly fee any other expedient. Grnld I de- 
44 pend on Celfc's fecrecy (the profeffor Buder at Mu. 
44 nich), he could be of great fervicc to me ; he had pi o» 
44 mifed me his aid three years ago. Mention it to him 
u if you think proper. See what can be done. I (hould 
44 be forry that Cato knew any thing of it,, left lie (hould 
44 tell all his friends. If you could extricate me from 
44 this unfortunate ftep, you would reftore me to life, to 
44 honour, to reft, and to authority (that is over his peo- 
44 pic). If you cannot, I forewarn you of it, I will ha- 
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“ zard a defperate blow, for I neither can nor will lofis 
“ my honour. I know not what devil” .... [Here 
decency obliges us to be filent 5 but he continues] “ As 
** yet nobody knows any thing of it but Euripbon ; it is 
" not too late to make an attempt, for (he is only in her 
" fourth month, and the worft of it is, that it is a cri- 
“ mhial cafe, and that alone makes the greated efforts 
“ and the mod extreme (or bolded) refolution neceflary. 
il Be well and live happier than I do, and do think of 
“ fome means which can extricate me from this affair. 
u I am yours, &c . Spartacus,” 

Notwithdanding his repugnance to let Cato into the 
fecret, Weifhaupt is at length obliged to write to him 
on the fubjeft, and, after repeating that which through 
decency we have omitted above, this monder of hypo* 
crify fays, “ what vexes me the mod in all this is, that 
“ my authority over our people will be greatly dimitiifhed 
u —that I have expofed a weak fide, of which they will 
“ not fail to advantage themfelves whenever I may 
“ preach morality, ana exhort them to virtue and mo- 
“ ilefty.”* 

Now let us obferve the feme Weifhaupt barefacedly 
faying in his apology, “ I think and declare before Goa 
“ (and I wifh this writing to be looked upon as a mod fo- 
“ lemn declaration), that in all my life I have never heard 
* of thofe fecret means (of abortion) nor of thofe poi- 
“ fons ; that I have never feen nor had knowledge of 
“ any occafion when I or my friends could even have 
€t thought of advifing, adminidering or making any ufe 
“ whatever of them. And this I fay in tejlimony and 
€t affirmation of the truth .”+ It is thus that by the moft 
abominable hypocrify he fiidains a barefaced and de- 
tedable perjury. 

So much for the moral virtue of this man ; but our 
chief objeft is, to confider him in his charafter of a 
Confpirator. Let us then defeend into that baleful 
abyfs, and obferve him in the fchools of impiety, rebel- 
lion, and anarchy. Here again he appears to have been 
ignorant of the gradations of crime, of the fpace that 
lies between the flighted deviation from reftitude and 
the mod profound wickednefs. Here, fcarcely have 
the magidrates cad their eyes upon him when they find 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 61, to Cato. 

f Introduction to his Apology, p. & 
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him at the head of a confoiracy which, when compared 
with thofe of the clubs of Voltaire and D'Alembert, or 
with the fecret committees of D'Orleans, make thefe 
latter appear like the faint imitations of puerility, and 
lhow the Sophifter and the Brigand as mere novices in 
the arts of revolution. It is not known, and it would 
be difficult to difeover, whether TVeiJhaupt ever had a 
mafter, or whether he is himfelf the great original of 
thole monftrous dodrines on which he founded his 
fchool. There exifts, however, a tradition which on 
the authority of fome of his adepts we lhall lay before 
the reader. 

According to this tradition a Jutland merchant, who Tradim* 
had lived fome time in Egypt, began in the year 1771 ^^° cr hii 
to overrun Europe, pretending to initiate adepts in the n ““ 
ancient myfteries or Memphis. But from more ex ad 
information I have learned that he {topped for fome 
time at Malta, where the only myfteries which he 
taught were the diforganizing tenets of the ancient 
Illuminees, of the adopted Have 5 and thefe he fcdulouf- 
ly infufed into the minds of the people. Thefe princi- 
ples began to expand, and the ifland was already 
threatened with revolutionary confufion, when the 
Knights very wifely obliged our modern Illuminee to 
feek his fafety in flight. The famous Count (or rather 
mountebank) Caglioftro is faid to have been a difciple 
of his, as well as fome other adepts famous for their 
liluminifm in the county of Avignon and at Lyons. In 
his perigrinations, it is faid, he met with Weifhaupt, 
and initiated him in his myfteries. If impiety and fe- v 

crecy could entitle a perfon to fuch an initiation, never 
had any man better claims than Weifhaupt. More 
artful and wicked than Caglioftro, he knew how to di- 
red them among his difeijnes to very different ends. 

Whatever may have been the fad with refped to this 
firft mafter, it is very certain that Weifhaupt needed 
none. In an age when every kind of error had He make* 
taken root, he did what is naturally to be expeded choice of 
from men who, guided by their unhappy bias both in his 
religious and political opinions, always ieled the moft 
abominable. He mull have had fome notion of the 
ancient Illuminees, for he adopted their name, and the 
diforganizing principles of their horrid fyftem. Thefe 
options were urengthened, without doubt, by his fa* 
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vorite application to the diforganizing myfteries of Mr- 
nichaiftriy fince wc may obferve him recommending the 
ftudy of them to his difciples as a preparatory ftep for, 
and as having a clofe connexion with, thofe for which 
he was preparing them.* But, perfeft Atheift as he 
was, and fcornino; every idea of a God, he foon defpifed 
the twofold God of Ancient Illuminifm, and adopted 
the doftrines of Manes only in as much as they threat- 
ened every government, and led to univerfal anarchy. 
He was acquainted with the fyftems of the modern 
Sophifters; but, notwithftanding all their democracy, 
be did not think they had given fufficient latitude to 
their lyftems of Liberty and Equality. He only adopted 
their hatred for God, or pure Atheifm. One clafs led 
to the deftru&ion of all civil and political laws, the 
other to the overthrow of all religion ; he combined 
them both, and formed a monftrous digeft, whofe ob- 
ject was the moft abfolute, the mod ardent, the moll 
frantic vow to overthrow, without exception, every re- 
ligion, every government, and all property whatfoever. 
He pleafed himfelf with the idea of a diftant pollibility 
that he might infufe the fame wilh throughout the 
world ; he even allured himfelf of fuccefs. 

With the talents of a vulgar Sophifter fuch a hope 
would have been the fummit of folly ; but with a genius 
like that of Weifliaupt, formed for great crimes, it was 
the confidence of unlimited wickednefs. The Bavarian 
Sophifter knew his powers ; he believed no crime im- 
pdible ; he only fought to combine them all to reduce 
his fyftems to pra&ice. The mediocrity of his fortune 
had obliged him to confecrate the latter years of his 
education to the ftudy of the laws. Whether by difc 
fimulation he concealed the plans foftered in his breaft, 
or whether he had not as yet digefted them all, he how* 
ever found means of getting himfelf named to the chair 
of Laws in the univerfity of Ingolftadt, before he had 
attained his twenty-eighth year. On the ioth of March 
1778, he writes to Zwack that he was not yet thirty 
years of age ; and in the fame letter he informs him, 
under fecrecy, of his future projefts on Illuminifm, 
which he had founded two years before* 

• See the degree of DireGhg lUumrue , oder Scottifchcr liter (Scotch 
Knight) page 7*. 
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' He muft have known himfclf poflelled of profound origin and 
diflimulation ; he muft have been mailer of ftrange re- 
fources, to ground his plans for the fubveriion of all 
laws throughout all empires* on the very function of 
public interpreter of the law. It was nevcrthelefe 
at the college of Ingolftadt that Weifhaupt, affe&ing 
the greateft zeal for his duty, conceived himfelf to be 
admirably iituated for forming and conducing by in- 
vifible means the great revolution which he had plan- 
ned. He juftly eftimated the influence which his office 
of teacher gave him over his fcholars, and he had the 
courage to fupply in private the deficiency of thofe let 
fbns which he was obliged to give to them in public. 

But it would have been too poor a conqueft for An- 
archy or Impiety to have gained only thofe who were 
under the eye of the founder. Weifhaupt beheld man- 
kind fubjeft to religious and political laws from pole to 
pole, and his jealous zeal weighed the means which the* 
taints had employed to extend the faith of Chrift. 

There ftill exifted the fcattered remnants of an order 
which the imprudent policy of Kings had obliged the 
Sovereign Pontiff to facrifice to the machinations of a 
philofophifm, the profefled enemy of both Kings and 
Pontiffs. Weifhaupt knew how to appreciate the fup- 
port which the laws had acquired from men who were 
heretofore fpread throughout all Catholic countries, and 
who, in the towns and villages, publicly taught youth, 
thundered from the pulpit againft vice, direaed Chrif- 
rians toward the path of virtue, and went to preach the 
faith of Chrift to idolatrous and barbarous nations. He 
well knew how much empires were indebted to religk 
ous orders, that in preaching the duty which each man. 
owed to his God, ftrengthened the ties that bound hin^ 
tb his neighbour and to his Prince. Though he in his 
heart detefted the children of BenediA, Francis, or Ig-T 
natius, he admired the inftitutions of thefe holy found- 
ers, and was particularly charmed with thofe of Ignatius, 
whofe laws direAed lo many zealous men difpcrfed 
throughout the world toward the fame objcA and under 
one head : he conceived that the fame forms might be 
adopted, though to operate in a fenfe diametrically oppo- 
site.* " What thefe men have done for the Altar and 
the Throne (faid he to himfclf) why (hould not I do in 

* Mirabcau de la- Monarchic Prqffienxie, vol 5, page 97. 
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oppofuion to the Altar and the Throne ? With legions 
of adepts fubjeft to my laws, and by the lure of myf- 
teries, why may not I deftroy under the cover of dark, 
nefs, what they edified in broad day ? What Chrift even 
did for God and for Cefar, why mall not I do againft 
God and Cefar, by means of adepts now become my 
apoftles 

In attributing fuch a wicked emulation to Weifliaupt, 
l will not leave the hiftorian to fruitlcfc conjeftures. 
No, thefe very wiflies in plain language are contained 
in his confidential letters to his diiciples; and he even 
reproaches them with not imitating the fubmiifion of 
the followers of thofe holy found ers* # His mod 

celebrated adepts have declared, that they had ob- 
ferved him copying them throughout his code ;f 
they mud alfo have remarked, that Weifliaupt, in plan- 
ning his fyftems according to the forms adopted by 
thole religious founders, had referved it to himfelf to 
add all the artifices which the mod infernal policy could ' 
fugged. At the aftual period when this confpirator 
formed his plans, he was ignorant of the objeft of 
Frecinafonry 4 He only knew that the fraternity held 
fccret meetings : he oblerved that they were bound by 
myfterious ties, and recognized each other for brethren 
by certain tigns and words, whatever might be their 
country or religion. In his mind, therefore, he com- 
bined the plan of a fociety, which was at once to par- 
take as much as convenient of the government of the 
Jefuits, and of the myfterious (ilence and fecret conduft 
of Mafonry. Its object was, the propagation of the 
aioft Antisocial Syftcms of ancient Illuminifm, and of 
the mod Antireligious Syftcms of modern Philofo- 
phifm. 

Brooding over this difaftrous projeft, Weifliaupt caft 
his eyes on the young pupils whom government had 
entrufted to his care to form them for magiftrates of 
their country, and defenders of the laws, and he re- 
folved to begin his warfare againft both by the perver- 
fion of thefe youths. He beheld in diftant fucceflion his 
firll difciples feducing others, thofe again, fubjeft to his 

* Vid. Original Writings, VoL I. let. 27, to Cato. 

f See the Original Writings, Vol. I. InjlruRio pro redpien1ibut t art. B.— • 
Let. 2, to Ajax.— Divers letters to Cato*— Lafl Obfervations of Philo, 

\ See hereafter |he chapter on i&afonry illuminixtd* 
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laws, forming further adepts ; and thus by degrees tie* 
came complacently to view his legions multiplying and* 
fpreading from the towns to the country, and reiidenD 
even in the courts of Princes. He already heard thofo 
oaths which, under the fecrecy of the Lodges^ were to bind 
the minds and hearts of thofe new legions who, replete 
with his diforganlzing fpirit, were lilemly.to undermine 
the Altar and, the Throne. He calculated the time 
neceffary, and frc>iled to think that he would one day 
have only to give the lignal for the general explofion. 

Scarcely had this jnodern Eratoltratus attained his He found# 
eight-and-twentieth year> ere he had laid the founda* 
tions of thpfe laws which he meant to give to his dis- 
organizing fed. Though he had not adually written 
his code, he had arranged it in his mind, and he made 
his firft eflay on two of his pupils, one named 
baufin (whom he fur named Ajax), about twenty year^ 
of age, and afterwards a Counsellor at Burkhaufen \ 
the other called Merz (whom he fumamed Til'crius)* 
nearly of the fame age, but whofc morals and chara&o^ .‘1 . 

proved fo abominable, that they made even his vile ic- 
ducer-Huflr. Tbefe two difciples foon vying with their 
mailer in impiety, he judged them worthy pf being 
admitted to his rayfteries, and conferred on them the 
higheft degree that he had as yet invented. ILs called 
them Areopagi, in flailed himfelf tbeir chief, and called 
this monftrous aflbeiation the order ofIlluminees* * 

It was on the firft of May 1 776, that the inauguration 
was celebrated. Let the reader well obferve this epoch* 

Jt indicates a feeble beginning; it preceded the French 
Revolution but by a few years ; that however was the 
dine when that abominable feft firft ftarted into exiftj- 
ence, which was to combine all the errors, all the cou- 
ipiracies, and all the crimes of the adepts of Impiety, 
rebellion, or Anarchy, and which, under the name of 
Jacobin, was to confummate the dreadful Revolution. 

Such was the origin of that fc# .which I had in yie\y 
when I proclaimed to all nations, and unfortunately 
with too much truth, “ That whatever their govenv- 

* Weifhaupt, in a letter to Zwack, fays, M My three firft. coQeagvqs 
.were Ajax, you, and Merz'* ( Let, 15, Feb, 1778.7 This clearly ftafes, tlnjt 
Merz was the Tiberius who was illuminizcd with Ajax, ; for i; is clear 
that Zwaek was only initiated ten months after the two adepts Aja,\ and 
Tiberius.. See Grig. Writ. Pol. I. Sett. IV. 

■f Orig. Writ. Vol L Sc&. JV.— I-et. z,jp PhUipStrozzi. 

.Vol. III. * D 
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* ment or religion might be, to whatever rank they 
a might belong in civil fociety, if Jacobmiim triumph-' 
a ed all would be overthrown ; that Should the plana 
a and wifhcs of the Jacobins be accompllflied, theiri 
a religion with its Pontiffs, their government with it§ 
a laws, their magiftrates and their property , all would 

* be fwept away m the common mafs of ruin ! Their 

riches and their fields, their houfes and their cotta- 

* ges, theii* very wives and children would be tom 
“ from them. You have looked upon Jacobinical fac- 
H tion as exhaufting itfelf in France, when it was only 
“ making a fportive eflay of its ftrength.”* 

According to the wifhes and intentions of this terrible 
and formidable fed, nations, aftonifhed, have yet only 
feen the firft part of the plans formed for that general 
Revolution which fa to beat down every Throne— over- 
turn every Altar — dejhoy cdl property— Hot out every 
law— and conclude by the total diflblution of all fociety ! 
Plan of this The omen is fatal but (more fatal ftill !) I have 
volume. mnnberlefs proofs to demonftrate the truth of this afler- 
tion. With refpe# to the Confpiracies of Illuminifm* 
I (hall draw my proofs from their own code and their 
archives. I will begin with their code ; it will lay 
open the ofcje#, the extent, the manner, the means and 
inconceivable depth of the Confpiracies of the fe#* 
This Firft Part will comprehend the plan of their con- 
fpiracies, the exfra& arid anaWfis of the code of laws 
*which they had coriftrufted for attaining their ends. 
The Second Part wiH fhew their progrefs and their fuc- 
cefles from their firft origin, till that period when, 
powerful in Revolutionary Legions, without leaving 
their fccret dens, they unite and confound themfelvcs 
with the Jacobins, and in unifon with them profecute 
that war of defolation which menaces with total ruin 
the Altar of every God— the Throne of every Monarch 
—the Law of every Society— and the Property of every 
Citizen. 0 ! that I could, in delineating what the 
fe# has done, what it fa doing, and what it ftill medi- 
tates to do— that I could but teach nations and the 
chiefs of nations what they themfelves ought to do, to 
avert the impending danger $ thofe, I fay, who have 
ini (taken tbefe difafters for a fudden explofion, while 
they are in fa# but an eflay of the ftrength of the fc#, 
and the commencement or their general plan. 
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CHAP. II. 

' ' f 

'Code of the Illubiineej. — General Syjiem, and divifion 
of tlx Code . 

B Y the code of the C eft of llluminees I mean the Wafttopt 
principles and fvftems which }t bad formed to its- 
*jetf on Religion and Civil Society, or rather againft 0 f the niu- 
all Religion and all Civil Society whatever;. I mean mined. 
r thc government and the la\ys which it has adopted to. 

>eah^e its plans, and to guide the adepts in bringing 
tbd whole univerfe into its fyftems. This , was not u> 
much a code fpringing from an ardent mind, and ah 
‘enthufiallic zeal for a great revolution, as the oflspririi; 
of reflection on the means of rendering it infallible;; 

For no fooner had Weifbaupt conceived a plan, than hp 
forefaw the obftacles which might, thwart, its fuccenj. 

/Hiough he decorated the firft pupils whoih hc’had ip- 
.jduced with the title of his profound adepts, Vet he did 
.hot dare unfold, to them the vaft extent of his plap$. 

Pleafed with haying laid the foundation, he did nqt 
{ hurry the elevation of that edifice, which tfiight hayp 
(been expofed to fall for want of tfie proper precau- 
tions ; no, he wiflied it to be as durable as time itfejf. 

• ; Fof five whole years he meditated ; dnd'Jie forefaw 
that he Ihoulld IuU'have to paufe, for mart Jr a tedious" " * 

day on the means of Ce curing the fuccefs of his platfs. 

His plodding head filently ruminated and flowly combj- 
npd that code of law$ or rather of cunning, of Artifice,, 
of fnares and ambu(hes by which he was to regulaifc 
the preparation of candidates, the duties of the initid- 
' ted, the functions, the rights, the conduit of the chiefi, 
and even his own. He watched every means of {educ- 
tion^ weighed and compared thofe means, tried theqi 
one aftfr the other, and when he had adopted any qf 
, them would fiilt referve the power of changing them, 
in cafe he fhould happen to fall upon any that, would 
be more difaftrousl 

Meanwhile his firft difciples, now his apofUes, gained; 
him many partizans; he feduced many himfelf, and. dir 
Yol. III. Di 
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recced their conduct by letter. His advice was adapted 
to circumftances, and artfully huibanding his promifes, 
he kept the minds of his difciplcs perpetually in fufpenfe 
as to the lafl myfteries. To his trufty adepts he pro 
miles fyjlcms of morality, of education , and uj polity, 
entirely new ; and they might cafily iurmife that this 
future code would be no other than that of a morality 
• , without reftraint, of a religion ^without a God, and of a 

. polity without laws or any depende nce whatinever 

though lie did not dare entirety to throw away the maik. 
But his laws appeared imperfect, lfn fn ares were not 
fufHcieinly concealed, and lie was convinced that time 
and experience alone could perfert the work on which 
he had fo long meditated. Such arc the colours, at 
jfcaft, in which we fee him reprefenting him ft If when 
his adepts, impatient to be initiated in the laft myfteries, 
reproach him with the flowncfs of his proceedings : 
“ It is t from time and experience, 1 ” fays he, ** that we 
“ are to learn. I daily put to the teft what I made laft 
“year, and I find that my performances of this year aric 
/Mar fuperiQr. Give me then time to refleft on what may 
“ Forward and on what may delay the execution of our 
“ plans ; |o weigh what may be exported of our people 
“ left to themrelyes or led and condurted by us.— Ke- 
“ member that \yhat is done iu hafte, fpeedily falls tp 
c: ruin. Lt^ave me then to myielf, let nie art alone ; and 
to believe me, time and I are worth dtf other 
His alarm*. . Let not the reader imagine that.theie meditations of 
Weifii.aupr altiidecV td the object of his views ; that 
never varied the deftrurtion of Religion, the deft ruc- 
tion of Society and the civil Laws, the deftrurtion of all 
property,— that was the point if which be always aim- 
ed; and this impious man tpo wcIT knew his crime not 
to be alarmed ; we fee him writing to his confidant, 
“ You know the fituation in which I ftand. I mutt di- 
“ rert the whole by means of flee o{* fix perfons. It is 
“ ablplutely neceffiiry that I fhould during my life re- 
“ main unknown to the greater pajt of the adepts 
“ themfclves.— I am often overwhelmed with the idea 
“ that all my meditations, all my fervicts and toils are 
“ perhaps only twilling a rope or planting a gallows 

• Original Writings Vol. I. Let. to AIariu$ ami Cato. 

+ Original Writings. Vol. I. Letter* 3, 4, 47, 60, &c. to Marius an 4 
C* to. 
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* for myfcif \ thatthe indifcrbtirin'or impruderrceoF 

“ bot one man may overturn the mod beautiful edifice 
“ that ever Vas reared”* ‘ ' 

At other times \yifhing to appear above fucli feari 
but dill reproaching the adepts with want of caution, 
he fays, “ If our affairs already go on fo ill, the wholb 
u will footi be undone ; the fault will be thrown upoft 
“ me, and, as author of every thing,* {-{hall be the fird 
u facrificed. Yet that is not what frightens me; I knot* 

“ how to take every thing bn my own fcore ; bot if 
u the imprndenre ofthe Brethren is to cod^ne my RfH 
^ let me aft lead hot have td blufh before nten bf te- 
u flection, f npr to reproach myfelf with an inconfiderate 
w and rad)' bondilft. f; ± * / > 

Thus does evety motive friftiulate this famous Coht TcrmL 
fpirator to tr£nsfufe into his edde every precaution f hat 
could qt the fame time fkreerrbim from condigp pus c 
•tiifhmertty mid feeurb the futeefs of his plotfc.- 1 At 
length, after , five years medication on his fide, 3rk\ nu- 
merous confultatioris with' his irudy adepts, partfcitldriy 
with PbilOy ‘or the Baron Knigge, afts a very exalt- 
ed part in Jlbwiirtifin, Weimahpt had regulated, tlie 
mode of his myderies, and had digeded the code of his 
fejft, that'jls to fay, the principles, the laws, and govern- 
ment adopted byvthe IHuminfee$ # to ; aecomplilh : tlie 
grand objeft of. their' Confphacy. Before we lead our 
readers through the immenfe labyrinth of this! code, Idt 
us give a general id£a of th^ftftenr ^bkh ffimiilited 
its author to the formation of thdfe laws. - 1 

' The nferc vre hifdltate oh that part of the codfe General 
;which we* ftidH j&y before our headers when we come plan of big 
to treat of tfir.tayftenes of ITluminifib, the more cleat- fyftcm- 
ly we obferve Weifhaupt adopting the principles bf 

• kqudlity ahd. of Liberty i (bropigiited by modern Phllo- 

fophifin) in order to pref^lt tfiem in a hew light, antt 
to lead hisf difciples to the ultimate eonfequences of the 
mod apfohite Impiety and Anarchy. I 

The rnodern , Sophiders, fofne * following Voltaire, 
others RpufTeau, had begun by faying, that all nWn 
were 5 equal and free; and they had concluded mffi rr- 
fpett to Kdmotiy that nobody, though fpeaking in the 
name of a Gbd who reveals himfelf, had the right Of 

* Original Writings, VoL I. Let. n and 2J, to Cato, 

| Let. %ipio Cato, ' ' ’ ' ' * 
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wefcribing rules to their faith ; the. authority of reve* 
Jarion being caft afulc, they left no othcr.bahs for Rdi, 
gion to reft upon, but the lophiftry of a rea(bn the pets 

E tual prey of our paffions. They had annihilated 
iriftianity in the minds of their adepts. With rejpitf 
to Government they had alfo aflerted, that all men were 
equal and free, ana they had concluded that every citi. 
zen had an equal right to form the laws, or to the tick 
of Sovereign; this conlequence abandoning all authors 
fy to the capricious fluauations of the. multitude, no 
government could be legitimate hut that founded on 
Chaos, or the volcanic explofions of the democratic 
and fovereign populace. 

Weifhaupt, reafoning on the fame principles, beliew 
cdhoth the Sophifters and the Democratic Populace to 
fie too timid in drawing their inferences, and tfie follow* 
iug may be faid to be the tlfence of all his myfteries. 

, ; “ Liberty and Equality, are thp. eflential. rights that 
u map in his original and primitive pcrfc&iqn received 
u frpm nature. Property ftruck rbc firft blow at Equc± 
P lity; political Spci^ty, or Governments, were the firft 
\ oppreffors of Liberty ; the Jitpportcrs of Gc^verr^menu 
and property cu e the religious and civil laws ; there- 
.“fore, to reinftate man in his primitive rights of Equa- 
u lity and Liberty, we mud begin by defliroying all Ke- 
u lirion, all civil fociety, and riniih by the deitru&iou 
“ of all property/ , , . ’ : . , j 

*, Had ^rue Philofophy out gained admittance to thelje 
lodges of lllumiuifm, how clearly would (he have 
mooftrated tire abfurdity of each anil att of tjiefe princi- 
ple^ and the extravagance and wickedncls of fuch con- 
sequences, both to thp m after and, his adepts ! She would 
have (hown, that the rights and laws of primitive man 
.alone upon earth, or parent of a fcanty generation, 
peither were nor ought to be the rights and laws of 
-pnpp living on an inhabited globe. She would have 
proved, that Nature, when (he ordained that mail 
'ihouid increafe and multiply on this earth, and that he 
'fhouid cultivate it, -clearly announced that his pofterity 
.were hereafter to live under the empire c£ focial laws. 
She would have obferved, tint without property this 
* earth would have remained uncultivated ana uninha- 
bited ; that without religious and civil laws the fame 
earth would have only nurtured draggling hordes of 
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vagabonds and favages. Then would otir Bavarian II- 
luminee have concluded, that his Equality and Liberty, 
far from being the edential rights of man in the (late 
of perfedion, would only be the inftrumeilts of his de* 
gradation, and aflimilate him to the beads of the earth, 
if they were to be incompatible with Property, Religion, 
and Society. But true Philofophy was an alien to his 
fchool ; and Weifhaupt, with his dctedable genius 
formed for error, applauds the fophifm, makes it the 
bafis of his fyftem, and the ultimate fecrct of hi i 
rfiyfterics. 

Iam not (imply to prove that fuch is the grand obi it* tenge* 
jed of the Conspiracy, and of the ultimate revolution 
which he is preparing with all his adepts. Were that 
my only talk, I fhoula dte the bleflifigs which the hie- 
rophant of Illumimiin pours out on thofe hordes that 
roam without laws or fociety, and the curfes which he 
vents againft thofe men who, fixing their abodes, name 
chiefs and condituted dates. The very menaces of the 
teacher unfold the whole of the Confpiracy. u Yes $ 
p'inces and nations pall difappear from off the face of the 
earth ; yes , a time Jhall come when man ] hall acknowledge 
no other law but the great book of nat w e : Jins revolution 
pall be the work of the secret societies, and that is one 
of our grand tnyjlcries .* This (ingle palfage of the code 
is diffident to demondrate both the object of the Con- 
fpiracy and the extent of the projects of the fed ; but 
though the Confpiracy fhould be clearly proved, dill 
that would be doing little for the public good. Indea 4 
of a terrible and formidable fed, nations and chiefs of 
nations might midake the Illuminees for a band of 
fenfelefs madmen, plodding without means a chimeri- 
cal Revolution 5 therefore little to be feared, and too 
defmcable to delerve notice. Thus would wickedneft 
find a cloak in its excefles ; the fed would profecute its 
heliiih plots more adively, more confidently, and more 
fuccefsfully, merely bccaufe their objed was fuppofed 
impoflible. Society would be diflblved 5 our laws, our 
religion, and our property, would be wreded from us, 
bccaufe we believed them proof againd any attempt. 

Nations would tranquilly (lumber on the brink of the 
precipice, and be plunged into dedrudion while they 
confidered the fatal caufc as the defofion of delirium, 

• See hereafter the Di&ourfc on the Myfteries. 
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Rtid fmilcd on the plots of Uluminifrn. And its founder 
forefaw, this : for he fays to his adepts, “ Let the laughers 
faugh, let the [coffers [off; he that comparts the pafe with 
tb& prefent, will fee that nature continues its cowfe with* 
<mt the pojfilnlity of diverting it. Its progrefe is imper- 
ceptible to the. man who is not formed to obferve it ; but 
it does not efcape the attention of- the Pbilofopher.* 

Society then calls upon me to develop more than the? 
evidence, or even the extent of the plots of the left— 
1 fay, it calls on me loudly to , proclaim the dangers 
which threaten us ; yes, the evils which threaten all for 
clety rnuft be clfcafly fhown. A manlier of proceeding 
and an artful cunning big with crime, which will 
fpcedily plunge nations into thofe difafters which they 
may believe chimerical, is to be clearly afeertained. 
I have to unfold* the whole of a fydem, an entire 
code, in which each inftitute, each maxim, each 
regulation, is a new ftep toward a univerfal revolu- 
tion which (hall ftrike focicty a mortal blow. I ain 
pot then about to inform each citizen that his religion, 
his country, his property, that every fociety, people, or 
nation, are menaced ; unfortunately that would be a 
talk too eafily performed. But I am bound to fay, " In 
this horrible plot, fuch are the dangers which threaten 
your countfbr and fuch the perils that hang over your 
perfons.” I mud fhow extenfive refources combined 
wiih confummate villany, where you imagined that 
nothing exided but the delirium of modern Philofo- 
phifin, deditute of means. 

Weilhaupt, like yourfelves, had forefecn numerous 
obdacles to his confpiracy ; and it appears that he had 
even exaggerated them. That for which his mod fa- 
mous adepts feem to defpife their countrymen, Ihould 
be mentioned here as redounding to their honour. 
Weilhaupt, (unrounded by the faithful Bavarians, faith- 
ful to their God and to their country (rather (peculating 
pn the human heart from his books, than dofely ob- 
ferving men, in the common intercourfe of life), was 
pot aware how very much Philofophifm had forward- 
ed his (yftems.f The generation ^hich had attained 
life age of manhood appeared too much infefted with 
f he antiquated ideas on religion and government. But^ 

s * Sec hereafter 4he Diftfcurfe on the Myfteric*. 

f See the iaft Obicryauo&$ of Philo. 
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unfortunately, facfts foon undeceived him, and this error 
only ferved, by deferring his hopes, to turn bis mind to 
father precautions and meditations, which fooner or 
later were to render his fuccefs infallible. He would 
lay to himfelf, he would fay to his trufty brethren, 
* According to my views, I cannot employ men as they 
44 are; I mujt form them; each clafs of my order muft 
u be a preparatory fchool for the next ; and all this 
u muft neceiferiJy be the work of time.** But to ac- 
celerate the time he caft his eyes on that clafs of young 
men, which, juft entering the world, ealily fall a prey 
to error, bccaufe at that age they are under the influ* 
ence of their paffions. I mall hereafter lhow what it 
was chat both Ihoxtened the time, and abridged their 
education, in presenting him with whole legions of 
adepts ready formed to his myfteries. It is firft necet 
fary, however, that the reader Ihould be acquainted 
with the profundity of his fyftem ; becaufe, had the 
French revolution not taken place, that fyftem would 
' alone have fufficed to render it certain and infallible ; 
for could the French Revolution be done away at the 
prefent moment, and the ancient regimen be reftored, 
this code would furnifh Illurainifin with all the means 
of effeftuaring one that fhould be ftill more difaftrous. 
Let us then ftudy it, let us diffipate the cloud in which 
it is enveloped. Reader, your own intei ft requires 
that you fhould follow our fteps ; and obferve all the 
fxiares that have been laid for you ; fee with what art 
its difciples are beguiled, with what precaution it 
choofes, calls, and difpofes its adepts. Its proceedings 
appear indeed to be flow, but. they are neverthelefs 
fore. It feeras to exhauft all ks art to acquire a Angle 
profeiyte, but the fame allurements attraft whole le- 
gions. Its fprings arc fecrct, but die reader muft know 
their power and with what conftancy they move toward 
and direft the common ruin. He has teen the people 
agitated, animated, and even milled to ferocity ; bit 
he muft alfo be informed how thofe adepts were 
created who fanatlcifed the people and rendered them 
ferocious. 

Weifliaupc lays ;do*wn as an invariable and infallible 
principle, that the u grand art of renderiug any revo- 

• Original Writings,. Yo!.;I.' Let. to Cato, 

VoL IU. , : . E 
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H lution whatfoever certain— is to enlighten the people 5 
u —and to enlighten them is, infenfibly to turn the pub* 
u lie opinion to the adoption of thole changes which 
u are the given objeft of the intended revolution. 

“ When that object cannot be promulged without 
u expofing him that has conceived it to public ven- 
“ geance, he muft know how to propagate his opinions 

IN SECRET SOCIETIES. 

" When the objeft is an univerfal Revolution, all the 
“ members of thefe focieties, aiming at the fame point, 
“ and aiding each other> muft find means of governing in * 
" vifibly, and without any appearance of violent meajures y 
€t not only the higher and more diftinguifhed clfs of any 
“ particular Jiate y but men of allJtations y of all nations , 
“ and of every religion— Infinuate the Jatne fpirit every 
- u where— In filencey but with the greateji a&ivity pojjible , 
“ direfl the fcattered inhabitants of the earth toward the 
u fame point Tliis is what he calls the grand prob- 
lem on the polity of dates, on which he grounds the 
force of fecret focietiesy and on which the empire of his 
Illuminifm was to reft.* 

“ This empire once eftabliftied by means of the union 
€t and multitude of the adepts, let force fucceed to the 
“ invifible power. Tie the bantls of thofe who refijt ; 
“ fubdue and Jtifie wickednefs in the germ that is to 
fay, crufli thofe whom you have not been able to con* 
vince.f He that teaches fuch doftrines is not to be look- 
ed on as a weak enemy. When Weiftiaupt refer ved 
them for his myfteries, as well as the revelation of his 
ultimate objeft, he knew too well that they were only 
fitted for men who had long been trained to view them 
as the leflons of nature and of philofophy ; and lliould he 
meet with any who had anticipated them, it would only 
abridge their noviciate. But he needed nothing lels 
than a whole generation. It was therefore to multiply 
the number of the adepts, to difpofe diem by infenfible 
degrees to receive his doftrines; by an invifible hand to 
direct their ideas, their wiflies, their aftions, and their 
combined efforts, that the code of laws which he fram- 
ed for Illuminifm conftantly tended, 
fu divifion. According to thefe laws, the feift is divided into two 
grand claflcs, and each of thefe again fubdivided into lef- 
ier degrees proportionate to the progrefc of the adepts. 

• See the Difcourfc on the My&cric* f Ibid 
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The firft clafs is that of Preparation. It contains 
four degrees, thofe of Novice, of Minerval, of Minor 
duminee or Ittuminatus Minor, and of Major IUumitiee 
or IUumbiatus Major .. 

Some intermediary degrees belong to the clafs of 
Preparation, which may be called of Inlrufion ; filch 
arc thofe which the feft have borrowed from Frcema- 
fonry, as a means of propagation . Of thefe mafonic 
degrees the code of Illuminees admit the three fitji with - . 
out any alteration .• ib adapts more particularly to the 
views of the feft the degree of Scotch Knight as an ul- 
timate preparation for its mylteries, and it is ftiled the 
degree of Directing IUuminee or Illunmatus Dirigens. 

The fecond clajs is that of the Mysteries, and.this is 
fubdivided into the lejfer and greater myjlertes . The 
kjfer comprehend the prieflhood and adminiflration of 
the feft, or the degrees of Priejls and of Regents or* 
Princes .. 

In the greater myjleries are comprized the two de- 
grees of Magi or Philofopher and of the Man King . 
The Eled of the latter corapofe the council and the dc~ 
p ee of Arcopagttes .♦* 

In ail thefe dalles and in every degree, there is a 
part of the utmoft confequence, and whiob is common 
to all the Brethren. It is that employment known in 
the code by the appellation of Brother Infmuator or- 
Rjccruiterf. The whole ftrength of the fed depends 
on this part ; it is that which fumifhes members to the 
different degrees; and Weilhaupt, well knowing the 
importance of the talk* turned all his genius toward it. 
Let us: therefore begin by direfting our attention to the 
difeovery of it. j 

* See the Original Writings, Chap. n. Part II. page 8. and the la$ 
Observation of Philo, page 89, &c. &c. 

f This is not a term of my invention ; it really is to be found in the 
code. Indnuator or Aniter&r (fignifymg recruiter) arc the two word* 4 
generally made ufc of to ezpreis this charader. 
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CHAP. III. 

Fit ft Part of tlye Cock of the Illumxnees.^-Of the Brotlxf 
Inftnuator , or the Recruiter , 

obje<a of T) Y the appellation of Brother Inftnuator , is to be 
the inlinua^ 13 underftood the IUummce whofe peculiar office is 
tot* to make profelytes for the feci. Some brethren were 
more particularly inftru&ed for that end ; they might, 
indeed, be called the ApolUes or MHfionaries of the 
Order, being thofe whom the fuperior$ fent to the 
different towns and provinces, and even into diftant 
countries, to propagate its doctrines and to eftablifli 
new Lodges. Thcfe had received, in addition to the 
common rules, farther inftru&ions peculiar to the high* 
er degrees. “ Thefe (as Weifhaupi writes) may fouie- 
times be the mod imbecile , and at other rimes the moft 
ingenious of the Brotherhood." From the former hfe 
can depend on a blind obedience to the rules he lay^ 
down, which are never to be deviated from ; and with 
refpedt to the latter, provided they be zealous and 
punctual, fhotild they even tranfgrefe any of the laws^ 
it would not be in inch a manner fg. to commit eithdt 
their own fafety or that of the Order ; and they would 
foon make amends for their indiicretkm by fome new 
artifice. But, whatever may be the fenfe of the~ Illm 
minee, he is obliged once or twice in his life to afttba 
part of Brother. In lin uator, and that with a certaiii 
Juccefs, by the acquifition of two or three profelytes, 
tinder pain of perpetually remaining in the lower de- 

f rees. Some Brethren of high rank may have been 
ifpenfed from this formality } but as to the generality 
of them there exills a pofitivc law on that point.* To 
ftimulate the zeal of the Brethren, the Infmuator is by 
the laws of the code eftablifhed fuperior over every 
novice that he has gained to the Order : It is exprefled 
as follows : " Every llluminee may form to himfelf a 
ic petty empire ; and from his littleneft , emerge to great- 
i* mfs and poiver.f” 

* Original Writing!. The Statute* reformed, Art 18. f 
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Such then is the firft duty impofed upon every TlJii- 
minee for the propagation of the fefl ; and this is the 
part which firit claims our attention, in order that we 
may be able to form an idea of the immenfurabk: 
powers of Weiihaupt for feduCtiom 

Tliis part may be laid to be fubdivided into three, part. I. rf 
The rules laid doton are, firft, thofe which are to guide' h» miffioo. 
the Brother Infiuiuttor in the choice of perfons to be <Jf camU^ 
admitted or excluded ; then follow tlwfe which are to data, 
teach him how to entice into the order thofe perfons 5 
whom he lias judged proper for k ; and laftly come 
thofe rules and arts by which novices are to be formed, 
and even involved in Ulummilfri before they are of- 
ficially admitted. 

In order to judge of the Qualifications of the per- 
fons whom he mky ciilift, every llhimince is to begin' 
by procuring tablets, which he is to keep in the form* 
of a Journal ; and this is bis Diary. Alliduotilly prying 
into every thing that Unrounds him, he muft vigilantly* 
obferve all perious with whom he becomes acquainted,' 
or whom he meets in company, without exception of 
relations, friends, enemies, or entire ftrnngcrs; he muft 
endeavour to difeover their ftrong and their weak fide ? 
their pafflons and prejudices ; their intimacies, and, *■’ 
above all, their a£tu>n&, 5ntefefts and fortune 5 in a 
word, every thing relating to them i and the remarks/ 
of every day he mud enter in his Diary. 

A twofold advantage is to be reaped from tbefe par- 
ticulars of information ; firft, by the order in general 
and ks fuperiors ; fecondly, by the adept himfelf. Twice 
every month -he will tn&ke a general ftatement of his 
obfervations, and he will tranhnit it to his fuperiors. 

By rhefe means th& Order will be informed what men, 
in every town* or village, are friendly or inimical to itv 
The means of gaining over the one or deftroying the 
other will haitur&My occur. With refpeft to the /*-> 
finuatsr, be wliMearn how to jndgfc of thofe who are 
proper perfons to be received or rejected, and he will 
carefully inline hfcs feafons fof the admUBon or rejection 
of thofe perfons4h his monthly ftatcments. #; ! r- 

1 . V 4 . 

• Original Writings ^— 1 The Statute* rtfdnned, Art. 9, 13, and flatletor- 
ing. — Inftni< 3 ions fcr the Infmuators, Se&. XI, No. 1. — lor the InHiiu^ 

$ted Nos. 1, 3/5, Ac.— the 4th to. Ajax. ^ ■ / 
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The Recruiting Brother will carefully guard agaihft 
pving the mod diftant hint that he is an IHuminec.. 
This law is peremptory for the Brethren, but more par-, 
ticularly for all the Injinuators , whofe fuccefs may often 
ettentially depend on it. It is to them that the legiflator 
fo ftrongly recommends all that exterior of virtue and 
of perfection, that care of fhunning all publick fcandala 
which might deprive them of their afcendaucy over the* 
minds of thofe whom they feek to entice into the Or-. 
dcr. # The law exprefsly fays, “ Apply yow fives to the 
acquiring of interior and exterior perfection ; }y but left 
they fhould conceive that this perfection even hinted at 
the maftering of their pallions, and at renouncing the 
pleafures of the world, ne adds, “ Attend particularly ta 
die art of dilfembling and of difguiling your actions, the 
better to obferve thofe of others, and to penetrate into* 
their inmoft thoughts. Die kutijt zu eric men ficb zu 
verflellen 9 andere zu beobachten, und aus zu for sc hen. n 
It is for that reafon that thefe three great precepts are 
.to be found in the fummary of the Code : bold thy 

TONGUE RE PERFECT DISGUISE TH TSELF— alllloft foU 

lowing each other in the fame page, and ferving as. an 
explanation of each other.f 

Who are to Having made himfelf perfectly mafter ©f thefe pre-> 
be cxdu- cepts, and particularly of the la/t, the Injinuator is next 
to turn his attention to thofe perfons whom he may ad- 
mit or ought to rejeft. He is not to admit into the Or-w 
der either Pagans or Jews ; but he is equally to rejeft 
all religious; and above all to fliun the Exffejuits as he* 
•would tlse plague. Orders gcijlliche durfen nie aufgetiom * 
men iverden , und die Ex^Jefuiten foil man *wie die peji 
fliehen.% 

The caufe of fuch exclufions is obvious. To (beak 
of religion, and admit, without any precaution, Jews, 
Turks and Pagaus, would be too open a raanifeftation 
of what their religion was ; and not to rejeCt religious, 
would be expofing themfelvcs to be betrayed by their 
own adepts. 

Unlefs they gave evident figns of a fincere amend- 
ment, all inaifcrect talkers were to be rejected ; and 

• See Original Writings, VoL II. Let. i, and 9. 

f Originsd Writings, VoL I. p. 4a Nos. 4, 6, and 8. 

j The Laft Works of SparUcus and Philo.— Inftru&ioo for the Sta- 
tionary Prefers and Superiors, Page 153, Let. the a<L— And OriginaJ 
Waitings, Inftru&io pro Reripientibas, Nos. 1, and 5. 
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alfo thofe men whofe pride, or head-ftrong, interefted, 
and inconftant minds denoted that it would be impofli- 
ble to infufe into them that zeal fo ncceflary for the 
Order •, all thofe again, whofe drunken excefies might 
injure that reputation of virtue which the Order was to 
acquire ; all thofe, in fhort, whofe meannefs and grolP 
nets of manners would render them too untraftable to 
give hope for their ever becoming pliant and ufefuL # 
u Leave thofe brutes , thofe clownifl? and thick-headed 
fellows!'* he exclaims in his Chapter on Exclufions; but, 
though he excluded thefe thick-headed fellows, Weit 
haupt was aware that there exifted a good fort of be- 
ings which forae might call ftupid, but who are not to 
be told fo, as advantage may be taken of their ftupidi- 
ty. Such were, for example, a Baron D*Ert , and many 
others, who holding a certain rank in the world, though 
deftitute of common fenfe, have at leaft their riches to 
recommend them. u Thefe are a good fort of beings ” . 

fays our illuminizing legiflator; “ they are necdTary be- 
44 ings. They augment our number and fill our coffers, 
u augent numerum et cerarium. Courage then ! and 
te make thefe gentry fwallow the bait ; but beware of 
u communicating to them our fecrets ; For this fpecies 
u of adept mtijl always be perfuaded that the degree they 
H are in is the bigbejt”\ 

Indeed, there is a fort of half exclufion for princes. 
The Code ordains that they (hall feldom be admitted, 
and even when they are, fhall fcarcely ever rife beyond 
die degree of Scotch Knight ; or, in other words, they 
are never to pafe the threfhold of the myfteries. Here- 
after we (hall fee the Legiflator finding an expedient 
for introducing them beyond that degree, but dill 
without giving them any further infight into the myf- 
teries ;t and being particularly carernl to hide from 
them certain Laws of the Order.} 

I cannot take upon myfelf to fay, whether a fimilar 
expedient had been found as an exception to the gene- 
tal rule which excluded women ; but it is certain, that 
this law was, during a long time at leaft, only provi- 
fional ; and many or the brethren fought to revoke it. 

* fnflru&io pro Recipientibus, page 94, and Weifhaupt’i Letter* 
paGim. 

f Original Writings. See the firft Letters to Ajax and Cato. ' 
i See Degree of Regent, page 154, Letter N. 

$ Sec InUru#ion» for the ProvUKiaJ, No. 
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Frtemafonry had its female adepts, and the ffluminees 
wifhed to have theirs* The plan is written in Zwaiids 
own hand-writing, and he was the molt intimate friend 
and confidant of Weifhaupt, in fhort, his incomparable 
man* It is couched in the .following terms : 

u Plan for an Order oj IV omen , — This Order fhall be 
iiibdividcd into two dalles, each forming a leparate fo 
ciety, and having a different fecret. The firit fhall be 
compofed of virtuous women ; the fecoml, of the wild, 
the giddy, and the voluptuous, aufehveifendcn. 

u Both claffes arc to be ignorant that they are under 
the direction of men. The two fuperiors are to be 
perfuaded that tliey are under a mother Lodge of the 
iame fex, which, tranfmits its orders ; though in reality 
thefe orders are to be tranfmitted by men. 

“ Tlie Brethren who arc intruded with this fuperin- 
tendance fhall forward their mftru&ions without mat- 
ing themfelves known. They (hall conduct the firft, 
.by promoting the reading of good books, but fhall 
form the latter to the arts of fee rally gratifying their 
paffions, durch begnugung Usrer leulenfchajten itn ucr- 
borgenenP 

A preliminary difeourfc prefixed to this plan points 
out the object ai*l future fervices of thel'c iiluminized 
fiders. “ Tlie advantages which the real order would 
reap from this female order would be, firft, the money 
Which the fiderhood would pay at their initiation ; and, 
fecondly, a heavy tax upon their -curiofiiy, under tlie 
fuppofition of' feercts that are to be learned. And this 
ajfociation might moreover ferve to gratify thofe brethren 
V)bo bad a turn for fen fual pleafurc.”* 

A lid and description of eighty-five ; young ladies of 
Manheim accompanied this projeft of Zwack, very 
properly (urnamed the Cato of IUuminifm ; from among 
whom, in all probability, the founders of thefe two 
.claflts were to be chofen. Circumftances not having 
favoured our modern Cato’s views, we obferve feveral 
other adepts propofing iimilar plans* An affeflbr of 
the Imperial Chamber at Wetzlaar of the name of 
. Dijijurt y known among the llluminees by that of Afi- 
nos, and who rofe to the degree of Regent , and to the 
dignity of Provincial, feemed to difpute the honor of 
this invention, both with Brother Hercules and even 

• Original Writings,. VoL I. Se<5 1 V. 
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with Cato hirafelf : We muft allow, at lead, that not 
body was more anxious for the execution of the project 
than he was* He had already fubmitted his ideas to 
tlie Baron Kniggc, and lie applies anew to Weiihaupt* „ 
He even delpairs of ever bringing men to the grap4 
object of the order without the fupport of female 
adepts. Indeed, fo ardent is bis zeal, . that he ma^es 
an offer of his own wife and his four daughtere-iu-law 
to be- the firft adepts. The elded was exaftly the per- 
fon for the philofophized fifterhood $ (he was four^ind T 
twenty years of age, and with refped to religion Jxt; 
ideas were far above tlsofe of her fex ; they, were model- 
led on her father’s. He had attained to the degrees of 
Regent and Prince of the Illuminees, and /he would 
have been Regent and Prince G. , In the higher myftq- 
ries, together with Ptolemy’s wife, we mould have 
feen the one correfponding with her father, the otbei; 
with her hijlhand. Thcfe illuminized Pjjncefles would 
be the only two perfons of the order whofiioidd know 
that they were all under the direction of men. 
They would prefide over the trials and receptions 7 of 
Minervals , and would initiate tbofe whom they judged 
worthy into the grand projefts of the fifterhood for^hc 
reform of governments and the happinefs of mankind** 

But, notwithftanding all the plans and zeal of the 
Brethren, it does; i)ot appear. that the4egiflator ever 
confentcd to the eftabUftiment of the fifterhood. , Yffc 
he fupplied the want of fuch an inftitutfon by fijefigp 
inftruftions which ht; gave the Regents :pi \ the 
of making the influence of women oyer men fubjfcryU 
ent to the order without initiating them in any of die 
fecrets. He fays, that the fair fex having the gfeateft, 
part of the work! at their difpolition, no Jtudy was more , 

“ worthy of the adept than the art of flattery % in order 
€C to gain them $ that they were all more or lefs led 
“ by vanity, curiofity, the pleafures or the love of .pen 
“ velty ; that it was on that fide they were to be at> 

" tacked, and by t^iat they were to be rendered fcr-» 

“ viceahle to the order .*+ he neverthelds continued 
to exclude great talkers and women from all the de- 

* Original Writings, VoL I. let., of M*nos, d. 169. ‘ 

f See the New Works of Spartacus and Philo, and Inftm&ioni for 
the degree of Regent, No. d. 

Vol. 111. F _ . 
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greasy nor was thc'fficth artidc of his inftru&ions fof 
the Infmuator refeindetk 

Who arc to ' Notwithftanding ail thefe exfchifions, the legiflator 
be choka. kaVes a fuffiefcrit tcope wherein the Infinuator may ex- 
ircife his zeal. He recommends generally young men 
of all Rations from eighteen to thirty ; but more par- 
ticularly thofe whole educations were not completed* 
either becaufc He thoilght they would more eaiily im- 
bjibtt his principles, or would be more grateful and 
more zenlou* for dbftrines for which they were indebt- 
ed ftflely to hiih.f . ) 

frut this pr^ferferice is hot an exclufion for men of a 
certain age£; : provkled [ they are not part fervice* atid 
irre afreddy imbued with the principles of IlUiminifm.J 
Tills, however, chiefly regards thofe perfohs whofe rank 
hr life dan give conftqtiertce and afford proteftim to the 
brd«*. The Recrlilte^ are particularly inftfu&ed to 
Jdfihuate themfelvds into the good opinion of filch per-» 
fohij and ifpdfllble to entice them into, the order. j 1 
• r: ^Phere is'yrt another foedes of men, who'have fpeech 
ii r Wetfe at‘ f cdtnmand jfuch as 1 attornies,* 1 eoimfellors* 
&W3weh pftyfirfaris. "Thofe are worth having,* fays* 
Wiifhaupt ; w but 'the] arefotriemnes real devils ^ ft 
“•mffictdt tifa they ' belled; theyhtfibeVef are worth 
u 'ktHfitig whdnHhey tith bit gained - 

*‘\The r 7r^«^|i^Hs ; aIfo to admirattifts, mechanics d# 
ah 1 pnk^ffidriv" painters, engraver^ White'-frrtiths ail<P 
btefcxJfrhfths^bht ^LfeioVe all bookfeBdfs,' thofe Vtho keep 
pttffijlbrfes, ihd 1 fehool-niaftefSi Hereafter the reader 
t#rTI*iVe*tlte life for’ ^hich thefe men we re intended.^ 1 
: . : T6 yef^nother dlkfi of mert our kjgi (fetor ’often calls 
th^ktraicton the Infltiutitor : Seek 1 me out, for 

a [ bttimpL’” ¥dy$ WeHhaupt, u the dexterous md daft* 
jl y: I*™ adepts who are tnfmtta - 

* ring; irHrigtdng, full Of re four ce^ Hold amt ehterprifing; 
H ‘they muft dfo be flexible and trdffabk, obedient, docile } 

fiiiablcr Seek out alfo thofe who dre diftin- 
*' gulfhed by their power, nobility, riches, or learning, 

* neM!e$,‘ pdtifnte^, divite$, doftos, qdaertte — Spare 

* '-b j,t fi . ». ; • . . . 4 

f Orig. Writ. In&ru&iones pro Recipientibus, Page 54, No. 4 ; and 
Page 55, Nq. 18. 

$ Ibid. VoL II, Part the ad, Se&ion and degree of Regent. 

• Orig. Writ. VoL I. Let. to Ajax. 

§ See Inftruclions for the Inftnuator, No. 4^— Weilhaupt’s Letters, 
pafiiinr- and the degree of Regent. 
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• bo pains, fpare nothing in the aequifition of fach 
0 adepts. If heaven refine its aidaocG, conjure hell, 

“ FUfOcrt Jt mtqveaj fufitrw, Acbermia moveto."* 

With refpeft to religions, he prefers the difciples of 
Luther and Calvin to the Roman Catholics, and greatly 

S refers the former to the latter. This diftinflion 
lould alone fuffice to open the eyes of many who w}(h 
to perfuade themfelves that the whole of the revolution- 
ary fury, is aimed at the Roman Catholic religion. 
This motley crew certainly did the Catholics the ho- 
nour of direfting their (hafts more pointedly at them,, 
as ftrenuous opponents of their impiety and of their re- 
ligious and civil anarchy ; but k was to pr.cfcrve the 
Proteftant religion that Weifhaupt gives them fuch a 
preference* in hopes of making them fubfervient to his 

S lots ? That he aid give fuch a preference cannot be 
oubted, when we lee him exprcfsly writing to an 
adept whom he had commiflioned to look out for a 
perfon proper to be received into the higher myfleries 
and to. found a new colony of Illuminees,— were this 
man a Protejiant I ffrndd like him much better . — Ware 
cs ein Protejiant , fo ware es mir urn fi ticber.\ \Vei£ 
haupds mod famous adept conftantly manifefts the 
fame prediledion ; he even wifhes to retrench certain 
parts of die myfteries that he may not alarm the Ca- 
tholics, and feerns always to hint at Frederic the lid's 
faying, We Protejlants go on brijher.\ Moll certainly 
this proves beyond a pouibility of doubt, that the de- 
ftrudion of all Proteftant laws, whether civil or reli- 
gious, had place in their plans. Nor were the Pro- 
teftants of Germany the dupes of fuch a policy, as 
many of the mod determined antagonifls of Illuininifin 
were of that religion.. 

Further, he wilhes to. entice men into his order who 
have fixed refidences in towns, fuch merchants and 
canons , who might affiduoufly propagate his dodrines, 
and eftablilh. them in their neighbourhoods.^ 

The Recruiter muft ufe every art (for an obvious 
seafon) to engage fchoolmajhrs and to iniinuate his 


$ 


• Ibid. Let. 3d to Ajax, 
f Orig. Writ. VoL 1. Let. to Tiberius, p. 213. 
j: See Vol. I. page 33. 

§ Inftru&ions for the Provincial and Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Part H> No*. 
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doftrines into, and gain adepts in the military academies, 
and other placesof education ; he is even to attempt the 
feduftion of the fuperiors of ecclefiaftical fcmtnaties.% 

“ He will fpare no trouble to gain the Prince’s offi- 
“ cers, whether prefiding over provinces, or attending 
“ him in his councils. He that has fucceeded in this 
u has done more? fays the code, “ than if he had engaged 
“ the Prince himfdf* In fine, the Provincial, or the 
u chief Infinuator, is to recruit every thing that can-be 
“ tainted with Uluminifin, or can be ferviceable to its 
“ caufe.”f 

Tlie following extraordinary inftruftions are alfo 
given by Weifhaupt refpefting the choice of adepts : 
“ Above all things (he fays to his Infinuators) pay atten- 
“ cion to the figure, and feleft the well-made men and 
“ handfome young fellows. They are generally of enga- 
“ ging manners and nice feelings. When properly form- 
ed, they are the beft adapted tor negotiations; for firft 
“ appearances prepoflefs in their favour. It is true, they 
“ have not the depth tliat men of more gloomy coun- 
“ tenances often have. They are not the pcrfon's to be 
“ entrufied with a revolt , or the care of Jtirring up the 
“ people ; but it is for that very reafon that we muft 
“ know how to choofc our agents. I am particularly 
“ fond of thofe men whofe very foul is painted in their 
“ eyes, whofe foreheads are high, ana whofe counte- 
“ nanoes are open. Above all, examine well the eyes, 
“ for they are the very mirrors of the heart and foul. 
“ Obferve the look, the gait, the voice. Every exter- 
“ nal appearance leads us to dillinguifh thofe who are 
“ fit for our fchool.J 

“ Seleft thofe in particular who have met with ntisfor - 
u tunes y not from accidents, but by fome aft of injuftice; 
“ that is to fay, in other words, the discontented ; fir 
“ fuch are the men to be called into the bofim of Itlumin - 
“ ifm , as into their pr oper afylum 

Let not the reader already exclaim, How deep are 
the views of this illuminizing Sophifter ! How has he 
Forefeen every point! With what difeemment does he 
lay his fnares to entrap thofe who are to be the future 

i Ibid. No& ii and 13. 

“ ^Ibid. No. 15. | Ibid. No. xS. 

§ Let. nth to Mariu* and Cato. 

<| InUrudion for the Local Superiors, letter IL 
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agents of his plots ! The reader has as yet feen merely 
a fchedule of thofe perfons who may be admitted or 
rejected ; but that does not fufficiently fecure the order 
with refpeCt to the elections which the Infinuator may 
have made. Before he undertakes the initiation of any 
perfon whom he may have thought proper, he is to make 
a ftatement from his diary of every thing that he may 
have obferved with refpeCt to his morals, opinions, con- 
duct, and even of his connections in life. He is to fub- 
mit this ftatement to his fuperiors, who will compare it 
with the notes they are already in pofieffion of, or may 
acquire from other adepts, receding the candidate, or 
even with a new ftatement, in cafe they judge the laft 
to be infuffident. Even when the choice made by the 
Infinuator is approved of, all is not fettled ; the fuperi- 
ors have to determine which of the Infinuators is to be 
entrufted with the care of enticing the approved perfon 
into the order : for all this is forefecn in the code. It 
is not allowed to all the brethren to exercifc promifeu- 
oufly fo important a truft among the prophane, though 
they may have pointed out the perfon proper for recep- 
tion. The young adept is not to meafure his ftrength 
with the man who has the advantage over him in years 
and experience, nor is the tradefinan to undertake the 
magiftrate. The fuperior is to name the moft proper 
Infinuator, judging from the circumftances, age, merits, 
dignities, or talents of the future candidate.* AtJength, 
when the million is given, the Infinuator begins to lay 
his fnares — Such is tne fecond part of this extraordina^ 
ry functionary, and all his fubfequent fteps arc regulated 
by the code. 

Candidate, in the ordinary acceptation of the word, 
means a perfon who has fhown a defire or taken fome 
fteps to enter into fome order, or to acquire fome dig- 
nity. In Illumihifm it means the perfon on whom the 
order has fixed its attention. It often happens that the 
candidate is ignorant of the very exiftence of the feCt. 
It is the Infinuatoris bufinels to infpire him with the 
wifli of entering it. To accomplilh this grand objeCt, 
two different methods are inculcated. The firft is, for 
the Infinuator who has fome candidate in view remark- 
able for his fcience, or of a certain age. The fecond, 

* Inftra&ionci pro Recipicntibus. Orig. Writ VoL L Nos. 2 and 7, 


Part 1L 
How to ea- 
tice the 
Candidate* 
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for him who is entrufted with young men from eigiK 
tee n to thirty, and who are fufceptible of a fecund edu- 
cation. A third method was propofcd for workmen, 
and thofe clownifh fellows whofe education had been 
, but little attended to. We may obferve Weilhaupt 
confuting with his confidant Zwack on this part of the 
Code ; but whether it was never digefted,. or that he 
(aw the Infinuators could eafily fopply the defeft, no 
further mention is made of the third method* Let us 
then examine the offence of the firft two. 

To exemplify the firft method, let us fuppofe one of 
thofe men who have gone through a complete courfc 
of modern Philofophiftn, who, fhould they not feoff at 
Chriftianity, would at leaft hefRate at every thing whidv 
is called religion ; for the code forewarns the faifmua- 
tor, that his efforts would be vain (honld be attempt to, 
(educe Philofophers of another (lamp, men of found 
judgment, and who would never be partisans of doc- 
trines which could not endure the light of broad day. 
But when he (hall have difoovered one of die former 
who has already pretty well imbibed the principles of’ 
die feft, he will aflame the character of a Philofopher 
Well verfed in the myfteries of antiquity. He will have 
little difficulty in afting fuch a part, as he will find 
ample inftniftions in the code. To follow thofe in* 
ftruftions faithfully, he muft begin a by defcanting or 
“ the fupreme felicity of being verfed in fcienccs which 
44 few can approach, of walking in the paths of light 

* while the vulgar are groping m darknefs. He muft 

* remark, that there exift doftrines foldy tranfmitted 
u by fecret traditions, becaufe they are above the 
u comprehenfion of common minds. In proof of his 
u aflertions he will cite the Gyinnofophifts in the Indies^ 
** the Priefts of Ifis in Egypt, and thofe of Eleufis and 
44 the Pythagorean fchod in Greece.” He will (cleft 
Certain fentences from Cicero, Seneca, Ariftides, and 
Ifocrates ; and, left he fbould ever be taken unawares, 
be will learn thofe by heart which the legiflator has 
carefully inferted in the code. Though it would be 
Very eafy to demonftrate from thofe very authors, that 
the ancient myfteries laid down no fixea principles on 
the important points of the Providence of God , and of 
the origin <md order of the univerft , the Infinuator is 
peverthdefs to quote thofe texts to prove that there 
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etf lfts a fccrct doftrine on thefe objefts, and above all & 
do&rine calculated to render life more agreeable , and 
fain more fitpfortable ; and to enlarge our ideas on the 
tmjtfty of Godi “ Lee him add, that all the fages of 
antiquity were acquainted with thefe doftrines ; let 
him infill on the uncertainty that man is in with refpeft 
to the nature of the foul y its itnmortality 9 and its jutw e 
dejtihy . He wiH then found his candidate, to know" 
whether he would not rejoice at having fome fatisfac- 
lory anfwers on ofrje&s of fuch great importance. At 
the. fame time he will hint that he has had the happinefil 
Of being initiated imottbefe doftrines, and that, (hould 
the candidate wifh it, he would do his beft to procure 
him the fame felicity ; but that it was a fcience gradu- 
ally imparted, and that certain men poflefled the talent 
or guiding him from a diftance, of leading him to the 
difeovery of this new world, and that without being 
ever in his prefence.* 

When the Infinuator has by fuch language focceedcd 
In exciting the curiolity of his candidate, he mud then 
afeertain his opinions on fome particular articles. He 
will propofe the dHctiffion of certain queftions in writ- 
ing; and of certain principles, as the groundwork on 
Which they are in future to proceed. The code does 
not determine what J thefe queftions are to be, becaufd 
they vary according to tlic political and religious difpo- 
fitiotis which the Inlitluator may have obferved in thd 
Candidate. Should thefe difiertations no wa j agred 
with the principles tif tlie fe£t, the Infinuator will aban- 
don his prey. Should the fophifticated candidate, of 
the Man of Importance, be found properly difpofed, hd 
will be admitted to the very threlhold of the myfte- 
i\z$i The rnfuiuator will amply explain the inferiof 
degrees to hhii, and mention the divers trials which thd 
order has difpenfed with in confideration of his merit.f 
L Notvwthftalndihg the artifice obfervaWe hi this me- 
thod, it is ftill reserved for thofe who need only to bd 
Acquainted with Illumhufm to adopt its tenets. But 
{hould the Infinuator be entrufted with a young candU 
date or with One Whofe principles no way coincide with 
thofe of the left, and who is yet to be formed 5 it is then 
that Wcifhaupt devdopes that immenfe theory of art 

• Original Writings, Vol II. Part II. Se&. I. 

t Original Writings, VoL il Part U. Scd. t. 
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and cunning by which he is infenfibly to enfhare his 
victims. ^ Let your firft care,” he (ays to the infinua* 
tors, “ lie to gain the affc&ion, the confidence, and the 
u efteem of thofe perfons whom you are to entice into 
u the order— let your whole conduit be fucb, that they 
u (hall furmife fomething more in you than you wifli 
** to fliow— hint that you belong to fomc fecret anc^ 
u powerful fociety— excite little by little, and not at 
u once, a wifli in your candidate to belong to a fimilar 
u fociety— Certain arguments and certain books which 

* the infinuator muff have, will greatly contribute to* 
u raife fuch a wifli ; fuch are, foii example, thofe which 
“ treat of the union and ffrength of aflbeiations.? 
Tlie Legiflator then carefully adds a lift of thofe books, 
and the order charges itfelf wifli the care of furnifliing 
a certain number or them to tlie adepts. The works; 
of Meiners , and particularly of fiajfadows, are frequent- 
ly recommended by Weifliaupt, as the beft fitted to in- 
spire their readers with the love and principles of fecret 
locieties. But nothing can equal the art with which he 
himfelf has drawn up the realons, by the help of which 
the Infinuator is to perfuadc his young candidate of the 
pretended neceflity for thefe myftei ious aflociations. 

“ One reprefents, for example,”, fays the code, “ a 
“ child in the cradle ; one fpeaks of its cries, its tears, 
“ its weaknefs — One remarks how this child, abandon- 
« ed to itfelf, is entirely helplefs ; but that, by the help 
u of others it acquires ftrength — One (hows, how the 
“ greatnefs of Princes is derived from the union of their 
* u Jubjc&s— One exalts the advantages; of jhe ftatc of 

* lociety over the ftate of nature— TJien one touches 

* on the art of knowing and dire&ing mankind— How 
a eafily, you will fay, could one man of parts lead 
a hundreds, even thoulands, if he but knew his own, 
“ advantages. Tins is evidently proved by the qrgani-, 
“ zation of armies, and the amazing . power which 
€t princes derive from the union of their fubjects.” 

After having defcanted on the advantages of fociety 
in general, touch upon the defefts of civil fociety , and fay 
bow little relief is to be obtained even from one’s bejl 
friends,— and bow very necejfary it would be to fupport 
each other in tbefe days . Add, that men would triumph 
even over heaven were they but united — That it is their 
difunion which fubjffls them to the yoke.— This is to be 
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Explained by the fable of the wolf and the {wo dogS| 

! he latter of whom could only be vanquished by {ne 
brmer after he had parted them ; and by many other 
examples of the lame kind which the Inhnuator will 
colledt.* 

As a proof of wlifct great and important things fecret 
(bciepes can effe^uate, he will adduce the examples 95 
{he Freemafons, of the myfterious fpcieties of antiqvm 
ty, and even of the Jefuits. He will a(Tert> that all the 
great events of this world are dependent on hidden 
caufes, which thefe fecret focieties powerfully influence! 
he will awake in the breaji of his pupil the define of fecret j 
Ip reigning, of preparing in bis chjit a new conjiitusio 
for the world, and of governing thofe who think tl)ey go, ■ 
vern tu. f 

“ When you (hall have got thu^ far?” fays the code* 
u begin to ihow (as it were unguardedly) that you qrq 
Hot entirely ignorant of {hofe fecrets ; t^row out fame, 
half fentcnces which may denote it. Should your catf^ 
didate take the hint, prefe him, and returp tq tl^g 
cltarge, until you fee him betray fymptoms of a detf*qr 
Iqftantaneoufly to Unite viiith fuch a fociety. 

The Infinuptor, however, who has thus far fuo* , 
needed ill infpiring his pupil with fuch a wifti^ has not 
played off every engine with which the code has rurniftipi 
him. To found the very bottom of his mind, he 
pretend to confqk him as if hp hpd bepn entrufted wjth 
pertain fecrets, lie will mal>e objections qn the feerpey 
pf thefe Ipcieties ; bqt fhould they pial^e tqp much ira* 
predion he will refolve them himfelf. At other times* 
to ftimulate the curipdty of his pupil, he will hold a 
jitter in his hand written in a cypher, or he will leavq 
It half open on his table, giving his candidate fufficieiit 
time to obferve the cypher, qndthen ftiut it up with a)} 
the air of a man who has important cqrrefpondences tq 
Iceep fecret. At other times ftudying the connexion# 
pnd actions qf his pup}!, he will tell him of certain pir- 
cumftances which the young mm> will think he, top 

* Extra# of the In&nidions for the Brethren charged to enroll and 
redeye the candidate*— *0 riginal Writing?, Vol. I. Se#. IX- and XIL-j* 
Mo *n the degree of Illuminatus Major, iiiftru#iona on the lame objedL 
Document A. ' 

f Original Writings, ibid. No. n andx*— Xlluraioatut Major, pqcu- 
*»ent A, and Letter! K. JL. 

Vol. III. G 
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learned by means of thefe fecret focieries, from whont 
nothing is hidden, though they ai*e concealed from all 
the relt of the world.”* 

Thefe artifices may be greatly abridged, according 
as the friendfliip or communicative diipofition of the 
candidate (hall have laid him more open ; but on the 
other hand, fhould they not fuffice, the Infinuator is not 
on that account to abandon his purpofe ; let him try to 
accomplifh by others what he has failed in himfelf. — 
Let him examine his own conduft, and fee if he has not 
fceglefted fome one or more of the rules preferibed in 
the code ; let him redouble his attention and his com- 
plaifance. Should it be neceflary to humble himfelf in 
order to command, let not the Infinuator forget the 
formal precept of his legifiator, “ Learn alfo to aft the 
i € Vatet in order to become matter.” Auch zu wei ten 
den knecht gemacht, um dereinfi herr zu wcrdeti.\ 

After fuch a long '{tries of condefcenfions and difeuf 
#fions the candidate atlength muft pronounce. If he fubmit 
him, all thefe infinuations, he is admitted among the novices 
thor the order ; but fliould he perfift in his refufal, let 
prhim learn the fate which awaits him from thofe who 
jf have experienced it. “ Unhappy, fupremely wretched is 
' u the youth whom the tllaniinecs have fought in vain to 
* ** entice into their fed. Should he even cfcape their 
** fftares, do’ not let him flatter himfelf with being proof 
u againft their hatred ; and let him take care. The 
t( Vengeance bf secret societies is not a common ven- 
41 geance ; it is the hidden fire of wrath. It is irrecon - 
oilahle, and fear cdy ever does it ceafi the purfuit of its 
i( vidims imtil iv has feen them immolated. ”% Such at 
leatt is the account which hiftory gives us of thofe who 
have beeu guarded enough to withftand' the infiuua- 
teoiwof the feft, * and particularly of thofe who, after 
feiving gone the firft fteps with the Infinuator, have 
refufed to proceed any farther with him. 

' 1 could cite divers examples; though I once thought 
that I had met with -one or a quite oppofite nature, id 
flietperfon of Camille de Jourdan , the fame deputy who 
wds to have been involved in the fenttnee of tranfi 
ptdtation againft Barthelemy and Pichegru after the 

4 Original Writings, ibid. No. 17 to 22 . 
f Ibid. Let. 3d, to Ajax. 

i Important Advice, &c. by Hoffman. Preface to Vol. 1L 
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revolution of the 4th of September, but who luckily 
efcaped from the grafp of the triumvirate. I heard 
him fpeaking in the highed terms, of one of thefe Im 
finuators who had for a long time endeavoured to em 
rice him into the order. He was much aftonifhcd at 
hearing me fpeak of thefe ;neu as confummate in all 
the artifices of the mod villanous bypocrilv. He maim 
tained that his Illuminee was mild, modefi, and mode- 
rate 5 full of refpeft for the Gofpel ; in a word, one of 
the mod virtuous men he had ever known. In reply, 
I enumerated all the proceedings of the Inlinuator, and 
the artifices he had played off before he quitted his 
prey. To all that Mr. Camille anfwered, “ It is true ; 
44 ftjch was his behaviour : but it was his zeal for the 
“ fed which blinded him,. and made him have rccourfe 
u to fuch expedients in order to work what he called 
* my converlion ; yet, with all that, it was impoffible 
44 for any body to fpeak of virtue and religion in fo 
41 impreffive a manner as he did without being at lead 
€t an honed man .” — “ WeH,” faid I, “ I will venture to 
u aflert, that the lad attempt of your Inlinuator was as 
u follows. He propofed to you to give your thoughts 
“ in writing on certain queftiojis ; you did fo ; your 
u opinions proved direftly oppolite to his ; he never 
41 faw you after, became your implacable enemy, and 
u has never fince ceafed calumniating you.” “ All 
u that again,” anfwered Mr. Camille,, u is very true 
44 nor was it his fault that I did not lofe both friends 
u and fortune. Before that affair he u fed to praife me ; 
44 afterwards, however, he reprefented me as a mod 
u dangerous man. You cannot conceive what lies he 
44 invented about me, and l was unfortunate enough to 
44 obferve that they had made impreffion Is it pofll- 
ble to be believed ? Mr. Camille could not yet be per- 
fuaded but that his Infinuator was a virtuous man ; fo 
profound are the arts of hypocrify which are to be 
imbibed from Weifhaupt’s laws \ I was acquainted with 
two bifhops, who had as completely midaken the cha- 
racters of their Infinuators as Mr. C'miille de Jourdan. 

But I will cite the example of Mr. Stark. I never 
could conceive what this Mr. Stark was whom I faw 
perpetually abufed by the Illuminees. Nicolai and MU 
rabeau fpared no pains to render him odious to th£ 
YoL III G a 
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Prdteflants in Germany ; they faid he had received the 
Catholic orders of priefthood privately/ though every 
thing feemed to denote that he was a Protdtant. | 
took fome pains to inform myfelf who this Mr. Stark 
was, and I found him one of the raoft learned Protefo 
ant minifters in Germany j that his zeal for his religion 
had aquired him the degree of Doftor, and had prev 
fetred him to be Grand Ahnoner and Cotmfellor to the 
Landgrave of Heffe Darmftadt ; but that in common 
r with feVeral other learned men, fuch as Hoffman and 
Zimmerman, he had had the misfortune of being fought 
after by the IUuminees ; that he would not hearken to 
them $ that the IUuminees had exprefled a wife to have 
an adept near the perfon of the prince, and that he had 
teen bold enough to aitfwer his Infinuator, “ If yott 
feck jupport , I am 'too little and my prince too great tb 
# protefi yoiu”-~ And every candidate who will make 
the fame refoliite ftand agakift the agents of the ordef 
muft expeft to be repaid with fimhar calumnies. The 
few of the order is invariable and precifc, particularly 
with refpeft to thofe whofe talents rtiay be obfioxioit* 
to IHumimfm. They mujl be gamed over or runted til 
the public opinion % Such is the text, Jo fell man deft 
fehrifi JkUer J zu gevnnnen fiichen Oder , verfehreyen : f 
But it is now time to follow the candidate who ha* 
HhoWn himfelf more docile through the various pm 
yaratory degrees. 

* Mirabcau Monarchic Prufiienne, Vol V. art Religion* 

. ^ JUiftrudions for the Regent, No, ij. 
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CHAP. IV, 

Second Part of the Code of the lUurmmes — Firft prepa* 
ratory Degree y of the Novice and of his Teacher . 

I N the early ftages of Illuminifm the duration of the Length 
time of trial for the Novice was three years, for of rf 
thole who were not eighteen years of age 5 two year! 
for thofe between eighteen and twenty-four 5 and one 
year for thofe who were near thirty.* Circumftance* 
nave fince occalionaHy catlfed the time to be abridged* 
but, whatever may oe the difpofittom of the Novice, 
though the time may be difpenfed with, he inuft go 
through the different trials, or have got the ftart df 
them before he is admitted into the other degrees. 

During this interval be has no other fuperiar but the 
Iniinuator to whom he fc indebted for feis vocation, and 
during the whale time of the novitiate, the Infinuatof 
is exprefsly forbidden to inform his pupil of any other 
member of the carder. This law was made to Ikreen 
the order from the dangers which might refuh from 
nny indiferetion of the Novice, and to renderthe Infmu- 
fctor alone refponfible in fbch cafes ; for fhouUl the No- 
vice unfortunately be an indifcrcet talker, the code ex- 
prefsly fays his imprudence would at mod betray only one 1 

of the brethren.f The firft leflbns of the Infinuator (in rf 
future his teacher) treat entirely on the importance and Lctc^ 106, 
*the inviolability *of the fccrefy which is to be obferved 
in Illuminifm. He will begin by telling his Novice, 

44 Silence and fecrecy are the very* foul of the order , and 
44 you will carefully obferve this filence as well with 
44 thofe whom you may have orityreafon Co fuppofe are 
44 already initiated, as with thofe whom you may hero. 

“ after know really to belong to the order. You wiH 
44 remember, that it is a tonftant principle among us, 

44 that ingenwnjhcfs is only a virtue with refpett to our 
44 fuperiors , hut that dtjirujl and referve are the fundee 
44 mental principles , You will never reveal to any per- 
44 fon at prefent or hereafter, the flighted circumftance 
44 relative to jour admiffion into the order, the degree 
44 you have received, nor the time when admitted ; in 
* T^c Statutes reformed, No. 7. f The Statutes reformed, No. 16, 
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u a word, you will never fpeak of any objeft relating 
u to the order even before Brethren, without the 
“ ftrongeft neceffity*”* 

Under the reftriftions of this fevere law, one Illumi- 
nee will often be a ftranger to another ? and the No- 
vice will fee in this no more than a meafure of fafety 
for the order, -which might be ruined by the leaft in- 
diferetion.f 

More certainly to affure himfelf of the difcretion of 
the Novice, the Inlinuator will give him no further in- 
fight, nor entruft him with any writing relative to the 
order, until he has obtained the following declaration : 
u I the underfigned promile upon my honour, and 
u without any refervation, never to reveal either by 
u words, figns or actions, or in any poffible manner, to any 
u perfon whatever, either relations, allies, or mod inti- 
€C mate friends, any thing that (hall be entrufted to me 
u by my Intrbducer relative to my entrance into a re- 
u cret Jociety ; and this whether my reception (hall 
* take place or not. I fubjeft myfelf the more wiU 
u lingly to this fecrecy, as my Introducer ajfurcs me 
u that nothing is ever tr an faded in this Jociety hurtful to 
u religion , morals , or t1)e flate . With refpeft to all writ- 
u ings which I may be entrufted with, and . letters 
u which I may receive concerning the fame objeft, I 
u engage mylelf to return them, after having made for 
u my foie ulc the neccflary extraAs.”}: 

Thefe writings or books relative to die order are 
only lent to the Novice at firft in fmall numbers, and 
for a fiiort time ; and then he mud promife to keep 
tl>em out of the reach of the profane ; but as he is pro- 
moted in rank, he may preferve them for a longer 
time, and is entrulled with a larger quantity ; though 
not without having informed the order of the precau- 
tions he (hall have taken, left in cafe of his death any 
of thefe writings (hould fall into profane hands. || 
He will afterwards learn, that the Brotherhood take 
many other precautions for fecrecy, not only refpefting 
the ftatutes, but even with regard to the very exiftence 

• Original Writings, Statutes, No. 20. Statutes reformed. No. 27* 
True Illuminifin, General Statutes, No. 31, 32. 

f Summary of the Statutes, No. 15, B. 

f Original Writings, and the true Ilium. Art. JRcverff. 

H Inftitutes of the Inhnuated, No. 8. Orig. Writ the real Ulumincfc 

¥* 7 ’ 
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of the order. He will fee, for example, in its laws, 
that ftiould any of the brotherhood fall fick, the other 
brethren arc afliduoufly to vifit him, in the fidt place 
to fortify him, that is to fay, to hinder him from mak- 
ing any declarations at the hour of his death ; and, fe- 
oondly, to carry away whatever Vritings relative to the 
order the lick man may have had in his pofleflion, as 
fbon as any fymptoms of danger appear 

He will at length learn, that to rruftrate all attempts study, 
to trace even their very exiftence, the order does not 
exiji every where under the same name, but that they 
are to aflume the name of fome other order , perhaps 
even of a literary fociety, or meet without any name 
which can attraft the attention of the public. 

The firft writing delivered to the Novice, to accuf- 
tom him to profound fecrecy, is what may be called the ^ 
Di&ionary of Illuininifm. He mull begin by learning 
the language of the feft, that is to fay, the art of com- 
municating with the fuperiors and other adepts without 
the poffibility of being underftood by the profane. 

By means of this language, the Illuminces are to be 
able to correfpond with each other, without running 
the rifk of its being difcovered of what Brother they 
fpeak ; from what place, in what language, at what pe- 
riod, and to whom, of by whom the Tetter is written. * 

To avoid the dilcovery of perfohs, the Novice will Character- 
learn, that no Bnother bears the fame name in the j t " amct 
order which he does in the world ; indeed, had he been Member, 
initiated in the higher degrees of Mafonry, he would 
have feen the fame precaution taken, where the Roll-- 
crucians receive what they call their Char after ij tic or 
their adoptive name. The Novice will receive the 
charafteriftie immediately on his admiflion, and it will 
in fome meafure imply the parts which he is in future 
to a ft in the general confpiracy. It will be his taflt 
hereafter to ftudy and write the hiftory of his new pa- 
tron j he will by this method recognise in the qualities 
and aftions of his hero the particular fervices which th* 
order will expeft from him.* This name will be cho- 
fen as conformably as pollible to the difoolitions ob- 
served in him. Has he fhown any propennty to repeat 
€ 

f Statutes of the Minerval, No. 12. 

• Original Writings, V«L 1 . Iflftni&ions for the IafiputyCod, No. 
aid VoL U. Let. 13. 
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the impieties of Philofophifm againft the Gofpel, he 
will be claiTed with the Celli and Porphirii, or with the 
Tindals and Shaftelburys ; (hould his turn be toward 
the hatred of Kings, or ftiould his talents be judged 
ufeful for the polity of the order, then his chara&eriltic 
will be of the Brutus, Cato, or Machiavel tribe. He 
will not be told what he is to do to deierve his name* 
but they will contrive that it lhall occur to him. Nei- 
ther wiU he be tokl wby Weifhaupt afliimed the name 
of Spartacus (a name fo famous in Rome becaufe he 
waged the war of the flaves againft their matters) ; but 
Should he ever be admitted to the higher myfteries, ho 
W'iH ealiiy recognize the reafon.f 
ft* Gcogra- The place hum whence they write, as well as the 
pky- perfons of whom or to whom they write, is in like 
manner to be kept i'ecret ; a new Geography is there* 
fore taught the Novice. He will thence learn* that 
Bavaria, the coqntry*pf their founder, is denominated 
Acbtuai Svcabia, Pmnonia ; Franconia, Aujlria, and 
Tyrol are denoted by Illyria, Egypt, and Peloponnefus p 
Munich is called Athens p Bamberg, Antioch ; Infpruck, 
Samos ; Vienna in Auftrja," Rome > Wurtzbwg, Car- 
thage ; Frankfort on the Mein becomes Thebe/; and 
Heidelberg Utica< Ingoljtadt, the natal foil of the or- 
der, was not fufficiently denoted by Ephefus ; this prli 
yileged town was to be deeprated with a more myf- 
terjous name, and the profound adepts beftowed on if 
that of Eleujif. 

Should the Novice ever be fent on a million out of 
bis own country, or tp diftant Ihores, he will then receivd 
farther inftriattions in the Geography of the fe&. # 

Its Calcn- He mutt alfo learn how to date his letters, and bo 
dar. eonverfant with the Illuioinized Hegira or Calendar t 
for all letters which he will receive in future will bq 
dated according to the Perlian era, called Jezdegert, 
and beginning A. D. 630. The year begins with tho 
Jlluminees on the firft of Phfiravardin, which anfwers 
to the 21ft of March. Their firft month has no left 
than forty-one days ; the following months, inftead of 
being called May, June, July, Auguft, September, and 
October, are Adarpahajcht, ChardOil, Thirpneh , Merdedi 
me/:, Shaharimeh, Meharmeh: November and Decem- 

J Original Writings Vol. I. Sec. 4. 

Original Writings, Sed. % and 3. 
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i>er are Abcnmek y Adameh: January and February, Dt* 
meb , and Benmeh : The month of March only has 
twenty days, and is called Afphcmdar.* 

The Novice muft next learn how to decypher the 
letters he mav receive ; in order to which, he muft 
make himfclf mafter of that cypher, which is to {erve 
him until initiated into the higher degrees, when he 
will be entrufted with the hieroglyphics of the Order.f 
He will alfo remember, that he is never to write the 
name of his order ; fo venerable a word cannot be 
expofed to prophane eyes, and a circle © with a point 
in the middle of it will fupply this facred word, and a 
long fqtoare or parellelogram □ will denote the word 
Lodge. 

After thefe preliminary ftudies, the young brother 
receives a part of the code, under the title of Statiitej 
of the Illuminees . But thefe firft ftatutes are nothing 
more than a fnare, and the young Novice, with plea- 
sure no doubt, fees them begin with the following 
words : 

“ For the tranquillity and fecurity of all the Bre- 
u thren, whether Novices or aftive Members of the 
€i Society, and to prevent all ill-grounded fufpicions, 
u or difagreeable doubts, the venerable order declares, 
“ that it abfolutely has in view no projett , enterprize , 
“ or undertaking hurtful to the Jlate y to religion , or to 
€i good morals ; and that it favours nothing o f that tut - 
u ture in any of its members . Its defigns, all its toils, 
“ folely tend to infpire men with a zeal for the perfec- 
“ tion of their moral charafters, to impregnate than 
u with humane and fociable fentiments, to counteract 
“ the plans of the wicked, to fuccour opprefled and 
gt fuffering virtue, to favour the advancement of men 
“ of merit, and to render thofe fciences univerfal which 

• See the real Iliiiminee firfr degree. 

f The common cypher of the Illuminees confift in numbers corref- 
fwnding to letters in the following order : 

12. II. 10. 9- 8. 7. 6. 5. 4. 3- 2, 1. 

a. b. c. d. e. £ g, h. i. k. 1. m. 

^3. 14. 1 5. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 

n. o. p. q. r. s. t. u. w. x. y. z. 

The hieroglyphics are contained in the oppofite Plate, and arc copied 
from thofe publiihed at the end of the degree of Scotch Knight or 
Dire&ine Illuminee. There is a third cypher, but that has never bepu 
publifhed. 

Vol. III. g 
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M are as yet hidden from the generality of men. Such 
“ is not the coloured pretext, bat the real objeft of the 
* order.”* 

Even fhorid the Novice not have entirely laid afide 
all his fnfpicions refpeCting the intentions of the order, 
frill fo pofitive a declaration he muft think would gua* 
rantee him as to all obligations which might be impofed 
upon him. His grand aim is to be, to form his heart , 
in fuch a manner as to gain not only the affeftion of 
his friends but even of his enemies. He is pofitivcly 
Ordered to endeavour with all his might to acquire both 
interior and exterior perfedion . It is true that he is 
foon after as pofitively ordered to ftudy the arts of dif 
fimulating and difguife ; but then the Brother Inlimiator 
is at his elbow/ to explain to him how that art coin- 
? rides with true perfection, and thus fuppreis any iufc 

pirions which might arife from a companion of thefe 
two injunctions. Befides, the Novice has many other 
duties to fulfil, which will deprive him of opportunity 
for fuch reflections. 

lv He is next told, that the Brethren mod have but one 
study the mind, one will, and fimilar fentiments ; that, to effeCt- 
of uate this, the order has made choke of certain works, 
e Order. tQ w ] 1 j c j^ muft apply with the greateft attention. 
Should die Novice be one of thofe men whom an at- 
tachment to the Gofpel rendered more circumfpeCt as 
to the fnares laid for his belief, the very choice of the 
books would fuffice to (hew him, that the fiifr otjeft 
of the Infinuator was to perfaade him, that it is not 
even neceflary to be a Cbriftian to acquire the perfec- 
tion enjoined by the ftatutes. The Morality he is taught 
is that of EptdetuSy Seneca , Antoninusy and Plutarch , all 
foreign to Cbriftianlty. He will alfo receive the works 
of modem Sopbifters, fuch as Wietand y Meiners, and 
Bajfadowsy who by no means make perfection to confift 
in Chriftianity. Under the foothing and mellifluous 
language of a moderate and fpecious Philofophy> be 
will be led to lubricity and impiety, traced by the 
fophillicated pen of Helvetius in his celebrated work 
de L y Efprit.\ But the Infinuator muft previoully have 

• The True Ifluminee, General Statutes— Original Writings, VoL I, 
Sed 8. 

f Sec the lift of thefe works in the Original Writings in the Statute# 
(formed, No. aj. 
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Sufficiently ftudied the dMpofirions of his pupil to know 
whether fuch propolkions would any longer ftartlc 
him. Befides, nothing is better calculated to diilipatc 
all fuch fears, than the conftant application that is re- 
quired to thofe books which are put into the bands of 
the Novice, added to the care taken to deprive him of 
all fuch as might infpire him with contrary ideas. The 
Teacher is carefully to attend to all the rules laid down 
in the code on this fubjeft, and to fee that his Novices 
fulfil the intentions of the order in this refpeft. He 
is frequently to converfe with diem *, he is to mark 
out their occupations for them ; he is even to make 
them unexpected viiits to furprife them, and thus to 
fee in what manner they apply to the code and other 
writings with which the order has entrufted them. He 
is to require an account of what they have read, and 
extracts from the different works ; he will aflift them 
by bis explanations ; in fhort, nothing is to be neglect- 
ed which can fecure their progrefs m the fpirit and 
morals of the order.* 

An object of far greater importance next attracts the v. 
attention of the Novice ; it is that which the code calk 
the greatejl of ail; k is, the knowledge of tnen . The 
teacher will reprefent this to his pupil as the ntojl inte- 
rejting of aU ftiences.f To make himfdf mafter of this 
fcience, the Novice receives the model of a journal in 
the form of tablets, and his teacher fhows him how 
they are to be ufed. Provided wkh this journal, he is 
to make his obfervations on every body he finds himfelf 
in company with ; he is to trace their characters, and 
account to. himfelf for every thing be has fcen or heard. 

Left his memory ftiould fait him, he mud always be 
provided with a loofe paper or final 1 tablets, on which 
he majt at all hours nore his obfervations, which he is 
afterwards carefully to digeft in his journal. To be 
certain of the Nbvice’s attention to this point, the Bro- 
ther teacher will examine his tablets and his journal 
from time to time. To render him more expert in the 
art of drawing tlie characters of the living, lie will ex- 
crcife the Novices on ancient authors, ana on die he- 

• See Inftrudiones pro Infinuantibus et Recipientibu*. 

f The true Ulutuincc. Inflru&ions on the Art of forming 
No. 12 . 

Vol IIL H. 2 
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rocs of antiquity. No ftudy or cuftom is fo frequently 
recommended as this in all the code of Illuminilin. It 
is to be the grand ftudy of the Novice, and the prime 
occupation ot every degree.* 

It is by his afliduity in this great art that the Novice 
will learn how to diftinguilh thofe whom he may here- 
after judge proper to be admitted into or rejected from 
the order ; and it is with that veiw that the Preceptor 
perpetually prefles him to propofc thofe whom he may 
think fit for the order. \ By this means a double objeft 
is attained ; tirft, the propagation of the order ; and, 
fecondly, a knowledge of its friends or enemies ; the 
dangers it may be threatened with ; and the means to 
be adopted, or the perfons to be gained or courted, to 
avert the impending ftorm ; in tine, of extending its 
conquefts. Whether the Illuminee be a Novice, or in 
any other degree, he is bound by the laws of the order 
to make his report in the preferibed forms at leaft once 
a month.J 

While the Novice is perpetually making refearche* 
of this nature, he is not aware that he is as carefully 
watched by his Inlinuator, who on his fide notes and 
writes down every thing that he obferves either as to 
the failings or the progrefs, the ftrong or weiik fide of 
his pupil, and thefe he as regularly tranfmits to the 
fuperiors.§ 

The pupil little fufpefts that the grand object of his 
Infinuator is to hind him in fuch a manner to lllumi- 
nifm, even long before he is acquainted with any of its 
f sorts , that it (hall be impoflible for him to break 
thofe bonds which fear and terror fhall have impofed 
upon him, ftiould he ever wiili to flirink from the 
horrid plots and fyftems which he might thereafter 
difeover. 

This profound policy of binding the Novices to Illu- 
rrfinifm confilts, iirft, in giving them a magnificent 
idea of the grandeur of the projefts of the Se£t, and, 
fecondly, in a vow of blind obedience to the fuperiors in 

^ See Ibid. No. ig.— Original Writings, the Statutes reformed. No. 
9, 10, r?, 14. — Inftru&io pro Infinuantibus, No. 5. pro Recipientibus, 
No. 16, &c. &c. 

f Iiiltru‘°iioncs pro Recipientihus, No. 13. 

J I11 Hriicl Ions for the Infuuiated, No. 5. C. and Original Writings, &c. 

§ Inflru&ions for the Infinuator, No. 3 and 4. — The real Illuming 
Inftnzetkns on the art of forming the Brethren, No. 1, 2 , 
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every thing which they judge conducive to the ends of 
the Order, which vow the lnfinuator is to find means 
of extorting from his pupil. 

It is here particularly that Weiftiaupt appears to 
wifh to aflimilate the government of his fed to that 
of the religious orders, and efpecially to that of the 
Jefuits, by a total facrifice of their own will and judg- 
ment, which he exafts of the adepts ; and to the exer- 
cifing of the Novices in this point, he exprefsly adverts 
in his inflrudions to the Infinuators. # But this is pre- 
cilely the place to remark on the amazing difference 
between the illuminized and the religious obedience. 
Of that immenfe number of religious who follow the 
inftitutes of St. Bafil, St. Benedid, St. Dominic, or St. 
Francis, there is not one who is* not thoroughly con- 
vinced that there exifts a voice far more imperious 
than that of his fuperior, the voice of his confcience, of 
the gofpcl, and of his God. There is not one of them 
who, fhould his fuperior command any thing contrary 
to the duties of a Chriftian, or of an honeft man, would 
not immediately fee that fuch a command was a re- 
leafe from Ms vow of obedience. This is frequently 
repeated and clearly expreffed in all the religious in- 
ftirutes, and no where more explicitly or pofitively than 
in thofe of the Jefuits. They are ordered to obey their 
fuperior, but in cafes only where fuch obedience is not 
finful, u/'i non cemerctitr peccatunu\ It is only in cafes 
where fuch obedience can have no finful tendency 
whatever, ttbi definiri non pofjit aliquod peccati genus 
intercedcre.% And, as if this were not fufficiently ex- 
prefied, we hear their founder, at the very time when 
he recommends obedience to his religious, exprefsly 
faying, but remember that your vow is binding only when 
l/je commands of mm are not contrary to thofe of God , 
ubi Deo contraria non prcecipit homo.* All thofe prr- 
fons therefore who, like Mirabeau, furmifed certain 
coincidences, or as he calls them points of contort, be- 
tween the religious inftitutes, and the code of the Illu- 
minees, flioula have begun by obferving, that religious 

* Mirabeau Monarchic Pruflicnne, Vol. V. and Eflay on the Illurai* 
pccs, Chap. III. — Lall Obfervations by Philo, page 61. 

f Conflitution of the Jefuits, Part III. Chap. I. Parag. 2 , VoL I. Edi- 
son of Prague. J Ibid. Part. VI. Chap. L 

• Epift. Ignatii Dc Obeoicntia. 
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obedience is in its very eflence an obligation of doing 
all the good which may be preferibed without the leaft 
taint or harm. It was eafy for them on the contrary 
lo demonftrate, that the obedience fought for by Wcii- 
hanpt’s code was a dilpofition to obey every order re- 
ceived from the fuperior in fpite of confcience, and un- 
beedful of the molt iniquitous guilt, provided it tended 
to the good of the order. “ Our fociety (for fuch are 
the expreffions of the code} exads from its members 
u the facrilice of their liberty, not only with refped to 
a all things, but abfulutcly with refpett to every means 
u of attaining its end . Yet the preemption on the 
u goodnefs of the fneans prescribed is always in fervour 
u of the orders given by the Superiors . They are clear- 
u er-fighted on this objed ; they are better acquainted 
u with it ; and it is on this very account that they are 
u nominated fuperiors — It is their bufintfs to lead you 
u through the labyrinth of errors and darknefs ; and in 
* fuch a cafe obedience is not only a duty, but an ob- 
u jed for grateful acknowledgment.”* 

Such is the obedience of the Illuminees ; nor is there 
a fingk exception to be found in all their code. We 
lball fee the Novice, before he terminates his trials, 
* obliged to explain himfclf explicitly with refped to or- 
ders which he may receive from his fuperiors, and 
which he may think contrary to his confcience. 
In the fir ft place his teacher is to entangle him, and 
make himfclf perfedly matter of his molt fecret 
thoughts. Under the pretence of knowing himfelf 
Hh feerrn better, while ftudying the art of knowing others, the 
dSfcovercd. Novice is to draw a faithful pidure of himfelf, to un- 
fold his interefts and connedions, as well as thole of his 
family. 

Here again the Infinuator furnilhes him with the tar 
blets m the requifite form, that he may give this new 
proof of confidence to the order ; but this will neither 
be the laft nor the mod important one for which he 
will be called upon. 

On thefe tablets, the Novice is to write down his 
name, age, fundions, country, and abode ; the fpccies 
of ftudy in which he occupies himfelf, the books of which 
his library is compofed , and the fecret writings of which 

• Statutes reformed, No. i, 4, and 25— The true Illumincc, Genenl 
Statute*, No. 11, 12. 
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he may be in po&ffion ; bis revenue, Ms friends, hh 
enemies, and the reafon of his enmities 5 in fine, his 
acquaintances and his protestors. 

To this table he is to fubjoin a fecond, explaining 
the fame objefts with refpeft to his father, his mother, 
and aU their other children. He is to be very explicit 
with refped to the education they received, to their paf 
fions and prejtuHcts , to their Jlrottg and weak fides. 

We will exemplify this fecond table by an extra# 
from the Original Writings, by which the reader will 
perceive that parents are not very much favoured— 

4i The Novice, Francis Antony St. * aged 22, re- 

44 pretents his father as violent , and of foldierlike man- 
44 ners; his mother as a Uttle avaricious ; the weak fide 
“ of both to be flattery and intereft ; both living after 
u the old fafhion, and with an antiquated franknefs; in 
u their devotion, heodftrong, arrogant ; with difficulty 
** abandoning an ill-conceived project, and ftifl more 
44 unforgiving to their enemies ; that they nevcrfhcldk 
V were little hated, becaufe little feared ; and hardly 
u in the way of doing any body any harm.” 

While the Novice is thus occupied in revealing aU 
bis fecrets, and thofe of bis family, the Infinuator on hit 
fide is drawing up a new ftatement of every thing he 
has been aUe to difcover during the whole time cf his 
pupiPs trkfl, either wirfi-refpefl to him or to his relations. 

On comparing the two ftatements, fhould the fupe- 
rior approve of the admiffien of the Novice to the bfk 
proofs, he is then to anfwer the grand queftions. It 
is by tbcfe queftions that the Novice is to judge of the 
wxtent of the facrifice he is about to make, and of the 
awful fubjeftion of his whole will, confcience, and pcr- 
fon, to Illuininifm, if he wifhes to gain admittance. 

The Queftions are twenty-four in number, and couch- Queftxs* 

in the fallowing terms : w 

I. Are you ftill defirous of being received into the 
Order of the Uhmiinees? 

II. Have you (erioufly refle&ed on the importance 
of the ftep you take, in bindmg yourfilf by engagements 
that are unknown to you ? 

HI. What hopes do you entertain, or by what reafons 
are you induced to enter among us? 

IV. Would you ftill perfevere in that wifh, though 
you fhould find that wc had no other objeft or advan* 
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£3 ge whatever in view but the perfection of mankind ? 

V. What would be your conduft lliould the Order 
be of new invention? 

VI. Should you ever difiover in the Order any thing 
wicked, or wtjuji to be done , what part would you take i 
Wenn unanftandige, ungerechte fachen vorkamen, wie 
er iich verhaken wurde ? 

VII. Can you and will you look upon the welfare of the 
Order as yottr oti'n P 

VIII. We cannot conceal from you, that Members, 
•entering into our Order without any other motive than 
to acquire power, greatneft, and conlideration, are 
not thofe whom we prefer. In many cafes one muft 
know how to lofe in order to gain. Are you aware 
of all this? 

IX. Can you love all the Members of the Order, 
even fuch of your enemies as may be members of it ? * 

X. Should it fo happen that you ihouid be obliged 
to do good to your enemies who are of the. Order, to 
recommend them, for example, or extol them ; would 
you be difpofed to do fo ? 

XI. Do you, moreover, grant the >owe* of life and 
death to otir Order or Society P On what grounds 
would you refufe, or recognize in it fuch a right ; Ob 
er diefer gefdschaft, oder order ouch das jus yitje et 
n e c i s , aus was gr linden, oder nich . zugejlehe ? 

XII. Are you difpofed on all occafitms to give the pre- 
ference to men of our Order , over all otbet m , men P * / 

XIII. How would you wifli to revenge yourfelf of 
any injuilice, either great or fmall, which you may 
have received from Grangers or from any one of our 
Brethren ? 

XIV. What would be your conduct fhpuld you ever 
repent of having joined our Order ? 

XV. Are you willing to fhare with us happinefc 
and misfortune ? 

XVI. Do you renounce the idea of ever making 
your birth, employment, ftation, or power, ferve to the 
prejudice or contempt of any one of the Brethren ? 

XVII. Are you, or have you any idea of becoming 
a Member of any other fociety ? 

XVIII. Is it from levity, or in hopes of foon being 
acquainted with our conllitution, that you io tafily 
make thele promifes ? 
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XIX. Are you fully determined to obferve our 
laws? 

XX. Do you fubjeft yourfilf to a blind obedience. 
Without avx , restriction whatever? And do you 
know the ftrengfit of fitch cm engagement P Ober unbe*-. 
dingten gehoriam angelobe, und wide was das fey ? 

; XXI. Is there no confideration diat can deter you 
from entering into our Order ? 

'XXII. Will youi in cafe it is required, ajfift in the pro- 
pagation of the Order, fupport it by your com fils, by your , 
money , and by ad .offer mentis P 

XXIII. md you any expectation that you would 
have to anlVer any of thefe queftions ; and if fo* 
which queftion w^. it? 

XXIV. Wliat fecuritv can you give us that you 
will keep* thefe* promiies y and to what punifhmcnt 
will you fubjeft jour&Jf in c^fe you fhould hreak any 
of them i\ 

In order to judge of the nature of the anfwers writ* 
ten ajid figtted by the Novice, mi confirmed by hb 
oath, it will be fbfficient to eaft our eyes on the account 
of the reception of two Brethren, as it ^contained in tho 
archives of the feft. To the Vlth queflion fhould you 
ever difeover in the Order any thing wicked or unjujl to bo 
done, what part would you take ? The firft of thefe two 
Novices, aged 22, and named Francis Jut bony St. .. .* 
anfwers, /Wears, and figns, “ I would certainly execute 
u thofe things, if fo Commanded by the Order, becaufo 
*k may be very poffible that jl am not capable of 
^judging of what isjtfft or unjuft. Befides, fhould they 
f* be unjuft’ under one afjieft, they would ceafi to be 
fc /o as jfoon Os they became a means < of attaining bappi- 
v mfs, the general end.” 

The Novice Francis Xaverius B.... . anfwers, 
fWcars, and figns, it\ like manner, “ I would not refufe 

to execute thofe things (wicked and unjuft) provided 
44 they contributed to the general good.” 

' To die Xlth queflion, on life and death , the firft No- 
vice anfwers with the fame formalities, i€ Yes, I ac- 
« knowledge tins right in the Order of Uluininees ; 
u and why fhould I refufe it to the Order, fhould it ever 

* Original Writings. The account of the reception of two Novices, 
Vol. I. Se<ft. 17. 

Vul. UI. I 
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a find itfelf neceflltated to exercife it, as perhaps with* 
€t out fuch a right it might have to fear its awful ruin.- 
f< The feate would lofe little by it, fence the dead man 
“ would be replaced by fo many others . Befides, I refer 
u to my anfwer to queftion VI. that is to fay, where 
he promifed to execute whatever was juft or unjuft, 
provided it was with the approbation or by order of 
the Superiors. 

The fecond anfwcrs, fwears, and figns to the fame 
queftion, u The fame reafon which makes me recog* 
“ nize the right of life and death in the governors of 
“ nations, leads me to recognize moft willingly the 
u fame power in my Order, which really contributes to 
u the happinefs of mankind as much as governors of 
a nations ought to do.” 

On the XXth queftion, on blind obedience without re* 
Jhittion , one anfwers, “ Yes, without doubt, the promife 
“ is of the utmoft importance ; neverthelefs I look upon 
“ it as the only poJfel)le means by Which the Order can 
u gain its ends." The fecond is lefs prccife : “ When 
u I confider our Order as of modern invention and a» 
€t little extended, I have a fort of repugnance in bind- 
u ing myfelf by fo formidable a promile ; betaufe in that 
u cafe I am juftified in doubting whether a want of 
u knowledge, or even fome domineering paflion might 
u not fometimes occafion things to be commanded to- 
u tally oppofite to the propoled objeft of the general 
u welfare. But when I fuppofe the Order to be more 
t€ univerfally fpread, I then believe, that in a fociety 
u comprehending men of fuch different ftations, front 
u the higher to the lower, thofe men are heft enabled 
“ to know the courfc of the world, and how to diftin- 
u guHh the means of accomplifhing the laudable pro- 
“ jefts of the Order.” 

This doubt of the Novice as to the antiquity of th<5 
Order rauft have difpleafed Weifhaupt, who fpared no 
pains to make it appear that llluminifm was of ancient 
date, the better to excite the curiofity and the venera- 
tion of the pupils, being content to enjoy the glory of 
his invention with his profound adepts to whom only 
he revealed the fecret of the invention in the higheft 
degrees and with the laft mylteries. But our Novice 
went on to fay, that on the whole he rather believed the 
Qrder to be of ancient than of modern invention ; and. 
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like his fellow Novice, he promifes to be faithful to 
all the laws “ of his Order, to fupport it with his coun- 
w fels, his fortune, and all other means ; and finifhes 
v by ful jetting himfelf to forfeit his honour , and even 
u his life, fhould he ever break his promife”* 

When the Infinuator has found means of binding the 
Novice to the Order by fuch oaths, and efpecially when 
the young candidate (hall have recognized without he- 
Station that ftrange and awful right which fubjeds 
the life of every citizen to the fatellites of Illuminifm, 
fhould any be unfortunate enough to difoleafe its fu- 
periors ; when the Novice is blinded to ludi a degree 
as not to perceive tliat this pretended right, far from 
implying a fociety of fages,. only denotes a band of 
ruffians and a federation of aflaflins like the emifTarics 
of the Old Man of the Mountain ; when, in fhort, he 
fhall have fubmitted himfelf to this terrible power, the 
oath of the modern Seyde is fent to the archives of the 
Order. His difpofkions then prove to be fuch as the 
fiiperiors required to confer on him the fecond degree 
of the preparatory clafs ; and the Infmuator concludes 
his million by the Introdudion of his pupil. 

At the appointed time in the dead of the night, the The pnv 
Novice is lead to a gloomy apartment, where two men motion of 
are waiting for him, and, excepting his Infinuator, Novicc< 
thefe are the firft two of the fed with whom the No* 
vice is made acquainted. The fuperior or his dele- 
gate holds a lamp in his hand half covered with a 
made; liis attitude is fevere and imperious; and a 
naked fword lies near him on the table. The other 
man, who ferves as Secretary, is prepared to draw up 
the ad of Initiation. No mortal is introduced but the 
Novice and his Inlinuator, nor can any one elfe be pre- 
fent. A queftion is firft afked him, whether he ftill 
perfeveres in the intention of entering the Order. On 
his anfwering in the affirmative, he is fent by himfelf 
into a room pcrfedly dark, there to meditate again on 
bis refolution. Recalled from thence, he is queftioned 
again and again on his firm determination blindly to 
obey all the laws of the Order. The introducer an- 
fwers for the difpofitions of his pupil, and in return, 
xequefts the protedion of the Order for him. 

'* See the two accounts. 

Yd, m. I; . 
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“ Your requeft is juft,” Replies the fuperior to the 
Novice. “ In the name of the moft Serene Order 
11 from which I hold my powers, and in the name of 
u all its Members, I promife you protection, jufticc, 
u and help. Moreover, I proteft to you once more, 
u that you v/itt find nothing among us hurtful either to 
u Religion , to Morals , or to the State ; n — here the Ini- 
H tiator takes in his hand the naked fword which lay 
upon the table, and, pointing it at the heart of the No* 
vice, continues, “ but fliould you ever be a traitor or 
4i a peijtirer, afiure yourfelf that every Brother will be 

* called upon to arm againft you. Do not flatter your-* 
46 feff with the poflibility of cfcaping, or of finding a 
4t place of fecurity.— Wherever thou mayeft be, the 
ie rage of the Brethren, fhame and remorfe (haft foh 
44 low thee, and prey upon thy very entrails.”-^- He lays 
down the fword.— “ But if you perfift in the defign of 

* being admitted into our Order, take this oath ? 9 > 

The oath is conceived in the following terms: 

“ In prefence of the all powerful God, and of you 
4C Plenipotentiaries of the moft high and moft ex^ 
44 cellent Order into which I afk admittance, I acknow* 
^ ledge my natural weaknefs, and all the infufficicncy 
44 of my ftrength. I confefs that, notwithftanding all 
4i the privileges of rank, honours, tidies, or riches which 
44 1 may poflefs in civil fociety, I am but a man like 
4i other men ; that I may lofc them all by other mof* 
44 tals, as they have been acquired tfirough them ; that 
44 1 am in abfolute want of their approbation and of 
44 their efteem ; and that I mult do my utmoft to de* 
* c ferve them both. I never will employ either the 
44 power or confequence that I may poflefs to the pre* 
%l judice of the general welfare. I will, on the con- 
44 trary, relift with all my might the enemies of human 
f 4 nature, and o f civil fociety." Let the reader obferve 
thefe laft words ; let him remember them when ready- 
ing of the myfteries of Uluminifin ; he will then be 
able to conceive how, by means of this oath to matrix 
rain civil fociety, Weifhaupt leads the adepts to the 
oath of eradicating even the laft veftige of fociety. 
i( I promife,” continues the adept, “ ardently to feize 
“ every opportunity of ferving humanity, of improving 
<c my mincl and my will, of employing all my ufeful 
accomplilliments for the general good, in as much 
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* a/ •welfare' and tbt fiatutct of the jbciety Jhdi're - 

" //wire it of me. > 

“ / i/oti/ (ich gelobe) *??/ eternal ftlence, an inviolalle 
* s obedience and fidelity to all my frrperixsrs and to the 
44 Jiatiitcs of the Order. With respect to what mat 
** BE THE OtJECT Of THE ORDER I Jf&y And Clfolutely 
u renounce my own penetration and my own judgment. 

u 1 promile to loot upon the intercth of the Order 
44 as my own ; and as long as I fhali be a Member of 
u it, I promifi to farve it with my life , my honour, and 
44 my ejiatcs. Should I ever, through imprudence, 

* pAfSon, or wickednefe, ad contrary to the laws or to 
44 the welfare of the Serene Order, / then fuljcci my* 

* ftlf to whatever pumjhment it may pleafi to injitS 
4t upon me” 

* I aifb promife to help the Order, to the beft of 

* my power, and according to my confcicnce, with 
n my counfeb and my adiuns, and without the Icaft 
m attention to my pertbnal iotereft t aUb, to look upon 
u all friends and enemies of the Order as my own, 
“ and to behave to them as the Order (hall dired. I 

* am eq&aMy tfifpofed to labour with all my might and 
" all my means at the propagation and advancement 
44 of the Order. 

44 In thefe promifes I renounce every fecret refirva - 
44 tion, and engage to fulfil them all , according to the 
“ true purport of the words , and according to the figniju 
“ cation attached to them by the Order when it preferu 
44 bed tl?e Oath — 

44 So help me God ” n. m. 

The oath being figned by the Novice, and enregit 
tered in the minutes of the Order, the Initiator de- 
clares his admiflion, telling him at the fame time that 
he is not to exped to know all the members, but thofe 
only who, being of the fame degree, are under the 
fame fuperior. — From that moment advanced to the 
degree of Minerval, he is inftruded in the figns of his 
new degree, which are much of the fame nature as 
thofe of Mafonry. He is then enjoined to give an ex- 
ad lijl of all Ins books , particularly of thofe which might 
be precious or ufeful to the Order. He alfo receives 
the following queftions which he is to anfwcr in 
writing. 
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I. What fhould you wifli to be the objed of our 
Order ? 

II. What means, either primary or fecondary, do 
you think mod conducive Co the attainment , of that 
©bjed ? 

III. What other things would you wiih to find 
among us? 

IV. What men do you either hope to meet,, or not 
to meet, among us? # 

The anfwers given to thefe queftions will enable the 
fuperiors to judge how far the young adept has imbi- 
bed the principles of the Order. But other helps are 
preparing for him, that he may be able to demonftrate 
by his anlwers both the progrcls he has made and that 
which he may be expeded to make. 

Thus admitted to the degree of Minerval , he will 
find himfclf in future a Member of the Academy of 
the fed. Let us then obferve well both the Scholars 
and their Mafters ; for they dill belong to the clafs of 
preparation. 

• True Illumince ifl initiation, Page 51 and following. Origin* 
Writings, VoL I. Scd. 15. 
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CHAP. V. 

Third Part of the Code of the Illummees— Second pre- 
paratory Degree— The Academy of lllusmmfm, or the 
Brethren of Minerva . 

W EISHAUPT, ruminating on what turn he fhould Objea of 
give to his Code of lUurainifm, that its progrefs dc 8 TB * 
might be more fubtile and infallible, exprefles himfelf 
in the following terms, on the preparatory degrees 
which were to focceed to the novitiate of his pupils. 

* I am thinking of eftablifhing, in the next degree, a 
* fort of an academy of Literati. My deiign would 
u include the ftudy of the Ancients, and an applica- 
* tioti to the art of obferving and drawing charaders 
* (even thofe of the* living ;) and treatifes and que£ 
u cions, propofed for public competitions, fhould fornr 
* the occupations of our pupils.—/ Jkould wifi, more 
« efpecially , to make them fptes over each other in par- 
* ticnlar, and over all in general. It is from this clafs 
that I would fclcft thofe who have fliown the great- 
* eft aptnefe for the royftcries. My determination, in 
ftiort, is, that in this degree they ftiall labour at the 
“ difeovery and extirpation ofrprejudices. Every pu- 
M pit (for example) (nail declare^ at leaft once a month, 

* all thofe which he may have, discovered in liimfclf ; 

“'which may have been his principal one, and how far 
* he has been able to get the better of it.* 

Ever influenced by a bitter, hatred againft the Jefu-» 
its, he does, not blmkto fay— “ I mean that this dc- 
tf claration lhalt be among ns, what confeffion was 
M among them.” He was, however, unfortunate in 
his application ; for in the Order of the Jefuits, no fu- 
perior could ever hear the confeffions of the inferiors ; 
and thus their v*ry inftitutes rendered the horrid abide 
impoflible, under which WeUhaupt affeded to cloak 
the abominable breach of confidence with refped to 
his pupils, when he fays, “ by thefc means I (hall di A 
4t cern thofe who fhow difpofitions for certain fpeciat 
“ Doctrines relative to Government or to Religion.”** 

/£ Ori^. Writ. Vi>LJ,~4fet' 4. to CaUfc 
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The ftatutes of their Minerval degree are drawn up 
with a little more circumfpeCiion, and fimply declare* 
“ that the Order in that degree wifhes to be confidered 
“ only as a learned fociety or academy, confecrating 

* its toils to form the hearts arid minds of its young 

* pupils both hy example and precept.”f Thefe are 
called the Brethren of Minerva , aud are under the di- 
rection of the Major or Minor IHuminees . The aca- 
demy' properly & called is compafed of ten, tweiv$ 

* and ibmetimes fifteen Minervak, Under the direCtidn 

and tuition of a major liluminee. r 

Of the Mi- In ,the kakndar of the fed, the days on which the 
E. rval Aca- academy meets are catted holy ; and its fittings are ge* 
demy, its nerally held twice a month v always at the new moon* 1 
Hie placd where they meet is called* in their language,* 
a Church . fc.mpft: always he preceded by an anti* 
chamber, whh a ftrdng door armed with bulta, wbictf 
k to be (hut during : the time of the meeting ; and.tho 
whole apartment is to; be 4o dlfpofedfrtbat it huh be im* 
poffible for ihtruddr^ either to fee' or hear any thing 
that is going forward J* t *' •* *> 

At the commencement of each fitting, the Prefidcn* 
k always to read, >and, after his falhion, comment off 
feme chofen paflageslof* the Bibli, or Setteca, or Epic* 
Utu r, Marcus Amctiui; or Conjucius.jp The care he 
takes to give. to all ttHjfd works the feme weiglK and 
$utliority, witt he fudScient to make the pupils view the 
tfit'k in a fnnilar fight, with the works of the Pagan 
Phildophers. . : , * 

This lcfttrra over, each pupil is qiicftioned “ as t& 
the books which he has read finbe the hdl meet- 
^ big ; on therobfemtrons or difeoviaxieshe may havci 
u made ; and on his labours or fervices toward the prev 
? grefs of the Onckrw? y 

Its Library, Nor are the ftiwhca arid the books of which thd 
’ Brethren are. to give an account, left to their owij 
choice. To each of thefe academies there is approprii 
ated a particular library, whenever circumftances will 
permit, calculated to infure the fpirit of the Order ; 
and this collection the fed takes care to fiimifh. By 

Wv procu- three different means it is accomplifhed. Firft, by the 
red. . ^ 

f Statutes of the Minerval, No. 16. 

• See the Minerval RituaL $ Ibid# * — j 
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•money which the Brethren contribute; fecondly, by 
die lift of his own private library, which is exalted 
from each candidate, who is obliged to furnifli there- 
from fuch books as may be required of him ; the third 
means is derived from Weifhaupt’s grand principle, 

that EVERY THING WHICH 18 USEFUL IS AN ACT OF VIE- 

spue. Now as it would be. very ufeful for the Order 
to get poffeffion of thofe rare books and precious mar 
nulcripts which Princes, Nobles, and Religious Orders 
keep {hut up among their archives or in the libraries ; 
all IUuminees ailing as librarians or archive-keepers 
are admonifhed, exhorted, and feriouily preffed not to 
make any fcruple of fccrctly ftealing fuch books or 
snanuferipts, and putting them into the poffeffion of 
the felt. This is one of the moft explicit leffons that 
Weiftiaupt gives to his adepts; at one time telling 
them not to make a cafe of confcience of giving to the 
Brethren what they may have belonging to the library 
pf the Court; at another, fending a lift of what (hould 
be ftolen from that of the Carmes, he fays, “ all thefe 
would be of much greater ufe if they were in our bauds.-* 
What do thofe rafcals do with all thofe books 

Yet, notwithftanding the caution with winch the 
founder as yet withholds certain books from the hands 
of the Minerval , it is. dear from the very affortment of 
the libraries of the Order, that he does not heiitate at 
giving the pupils a certain number direlUy tending to 
the grand objed, and particularly of thofe which may 
create a contempt for religion. He wifties much to 
fee an impanial bijlory of the church ; and he even 
propofes hereafter to publifli one hirofelf, or at leaft to 
contribute many articles toward fuch a work. He 
calls the attention of the young adepts to Sarpi, to Lc 
Bref j'orfenal of calumnies , and in fliort to all that lias 
been written againft Religious Orders, f He had even 
put on the lift thofe impious works which appeared 
under the name of Freret. He feemed to have for- 
gotten for a moment his ordinary prudence ; but, 
yarned of it by Knigge , he correlled his error.}: Many 
other books, however, were to be comprehended in 

# Orig. Writ. VoL I. Let. 45. 

} Letter of Philo to Cato. ' 

\ol III. ' & 
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the Minerval library, which were to difguife the ob» 
jcft of it ; and it was one duty of the Preiiding Illumi* 
nee to feleci fuch as would gradually direft his pupils 
to the grand objeft of the fed ; always remembering, 
that the mod impious and feditious were referved for 
the higher degrees . Should the Prefident chance to find 
the Sy/lem oj Nature , Natural Polity , Hdvetius on Mm t 
or other fuch books, in the hands of his pupil, he wxis 
to avoid Jhowing bis pkafwe or difpleafure> and leave 
them.* In fhort, it is in the Minerval fchools that the 
teachers are in a particular manner to pradife that 
great art of making the adepts rather as it were invent 
than learn the principles or the Order ; becaufe they 
will then, looking upon them as the offspring of their 
own genius, more ftrongly adhere to them. 

Its occu There is yet another fcheme in thefe fchools for at- 
tac hi n g the young adepts to the Order* — Every bro^ 
ther is, at his firft reception, to declare to what art or 
fcience he means principally to apply, unlefs his ftation, 
genius, or particular circuinftances, debar him from 
the literary career ; in which latter cafe, pecuniary 
contributions arc to be an equivalent for thofe ferviccs 
which his talents cannot contribute.f If the Brethren 
adopt literary purfuits, then the Order enters into en- 
gagements to furnifti them with all poflible afliftancc 
to forward their undertakings in the art or fcience on 
which they lhall have determined ; unlefs they ihould 
have cholen Theology or Jurifprudence , two fcience* 
Which the Order abfolutely excepts from any fuch 
agreement.:): 

Thefe fuccours for the Minerval have a twofold ten- 
dency. On the one fide, they ferve to prove that the 
adept does not. neglett the fcience he has determined on, 
as he is to give an annual account of the difeoveries he 
has made, and of the authors from which he has made 
feleftions. On the other hand, the brethren following 
the fame branches of ftudy are defired to help him with 
all the means in their power. Should he meet with 
difficulties which he cannot folve, he may apply to his 
fuperior, who will either folve them himfelf, or fend 
them to other members of the Order, who, better 

• Letter 3, to Cata 

t Orig. Writ. Vol. I. — Summary of the Inftitute, N«. 9. 

| Statute* of the Minerval, No. c, 
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terfed in thofc fciences, and bound to enlighten their 
brethren, will fend the required folutions.§ 

That this degree of Minerval mav have all the ap- lt§ prixdt 
pearances of a literary fociety, the fuperiors annually 
propofe forae queftion for a public compofition. The 
anfwers or diflertations are judged as in academies* 
and the difeourfe which obtains the prize is printed at 
the expenfe of the Order. The fame advantages are 
held out to all adepts who wifli to publifh their works, 
provided they are not foreign to the views of the 
rounder. 4 *—' They are fure to coincide with his inten- 
tions fhould they be of the nature of tliofe which he 
calls pafquilsy or fuch as would create mirth among the 
people at the expenfe of the priefthood, and of religious 
truths ; fuch as parodies on the Lamentations of Jere - 
miabj or bnrkfque imitations of the Prophets ; in a 
word, all fuch futures as difpofe the people to the grand 
objeft of the Scft. The Minerval can give no better 
proofs than thefe of his progrefs. The led has bepk- x 
fellers who put thefe works into circulation, and the ** 
profits are tranfmitted to the coffers of the Order. 

It is, however, to be obferved, that fhould a Mines- 
val, or any other of the Brethren, make a difeovery in 
any art or lucrative fcience, he is obliged, under pain 
of being looked upoaas a falfe Brother, to impart the. 
fecret to the Order, who will look upon itfelf as pro* 
prietor of fuch fecrets fhould they have been difeovered 
by a Brother after his admiilion among them.f 

Left he fhould be unobferved 'when travelling, tht 
Minerval is never to undertake any journey without 
previoufly informing his fuperiors, who will fend him 
letters of recommendation for different Brethren on the 
road. He, in return, muft carefully report every thing / 
that he fhall difeover during his travels, which may be 
to the advantage or difadvantage of the Order.J 

But we muft not forget to mention, that during the its rqn'&w 
academic fittings, the prefiding Illuminee is at leaft mand * 
once a month tq take a review of the principal faults 
.which he may have obferved in any of his pupils. He 

§ Ibid. No. 2 . 

• Statutes of the Minerval, Nos. 6 and io. 

| Summary of the Inftitutes, No. n. — The true Uluminec.. 

\ Statutes of the Minerval, No. 11. 

Xo\, III,. u 
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Is to interrogate them concerning tliofe which the}, 
may have obferv^d themfelves ; “ and it woiild be an 
unpardonable negleft,” fays the ftatutes, " fhould any 
pupil pretend that during the fpacc of a whole month 
he had remarked nothing reprehenfible. This Would 
be a proof of the utmofl negligence in the training of his 
'mind to obfervation ; and the Superior tnujt not fi iffer ft 
to pafs without reprehenfion , He muft alfo make hib 
observations in filch a manner as to excite their ferious 
attention, and effcftually to imprefs them with proper 
notions, fo that each on returning home (hall be read} 
to put in practice his advice for the advantage of the 
Order.* Befide, the Superior is as much as poflible t6 
avoid letting a day pafs without feeing his pupils, elthct 
he vifiting them, or they him.} 

But what can be the objeft of fuch vigilance, fuch 
unremitting attention to the Minerval Academy? A 
(ingle word from the adept who, under the infpeftiofi 
of Weifhaupt, organized its laws, will explain thfo 
enigma. It is, to adopt Knigge* s exprefllons, by thfe 
works required of the young Academicians that the 
Order will be able to juage Whether they are of that 
fort of fluff (that is to fay of that turn df mind, fuf* 
judg- .c^ptible of all the principles of Impiety and Anarchy! 
mentof the which is neceflary for the higher degrees. After all 
Minerval thefe labours, (hoii Id the Minerval adept (till retain any 
of what they call religionifl inclinations , he will then re- 
ceive the three firft JVlafonic degrees, and in them h t 
may moulder during the reft of his life in the infignificant 
fludy of all their hieroglyphics . He Will indeed ftill conti- 
nue under the infpeftion of the Superiors of the Order ; 
but he may reft allured, that he will always remain a 
\ Minerval, with a brevet of imbecility, oil the regifterii 
of the feft4 On the contrary, fhould he have inowh 
a fufficient want of attachment to religion or to life 
Prince ; fhould he entbufiaftically imbibe the principles 
of Illuminifm,— he will certainly be promoted to high- 
er degrees. During his Academical courfe the left 
has had unerring means of judging him, viz. by the 
queftions he has folved (and which were put by th* 
Order, not fo much with a view of cxcrcifing his tft* 

* Inftru&ions for the Minerval, No. 4. 

f Ibid. No. 3. 

| Laft werd from Philo, fage 90* 
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lehts fts of ptyiftg into bis opinions), and by the ftertw 
Inentfc delivered in *by the Scrutators, of the inipreffiott 
made by the different principles which they had dil* 
feminated either ill the rtiape of coriverfation, or by 
Way of refutation, to try the young Minerva!. 

The queftiotas Whfch lie has had to inveftigate during 
his courfe fomelimfcs regarded the fetret of the Seft f 
at others, the fofctlrity of the adepts, artd of die flu 
periors. To etVveldp the chiefs in impenetrable dark* 
nefs, and that Ihdir afylum may be proof againft all 
attempts, death itfttf te to be diverted of its horrors. 
The Minerval muft not finifh his Academical courfe 
till he has fhown how far fuch fears have loft their in- 
fluence over him ; he (hall declare whether he is ready 
to fubmit to every torture, rather than give the leait 
information concerning the Order ; or even evade the 
temptation by poifon or fuicide. A differtation upon 
Cato, for example, will be given him as a talk ; and 
his management of it will (how whether he is ready to 
fall by his own hand for the prefervation of the Bre- 
thren. The patet exit us, or the exists free, that is to 
(ay, that every man is free to leave this life at pleafure, is 
one of thofe grand principles which muft be advanced ; 
it muft be commented on and difeufled by the young 
adept ; and fliould any of thofe puerile ideas appear, 
which lead to believe in a God the avenger of fuicide, 
he is not the man to be entrufted with the fecret, and 
he fhall be reje&ed.* 

Many other queftions are propofed in order to con- 
vince the fe<ft of the principles of the young Academi- 
cian. It muft found his opinions on the means it 
employs, and on thofe in which he may hereafter be 
inftrumental. He will be ordered to difeufs Weif- 
haupt’s famous doftrine, that the end Jcmfiifies ths 
means ; that is to fay, that there are no means, not 
even theft, poifon, homicide, or calumny, but are juft 
and laudable when ufed for the attainment of objefts 
which the Order may choofe to ftyle juft or holy.f 

After all this, the Minerval fhall furnilh fome dif- 
• fertation from which his opinions on Kings and Priefts 
may be afeertained $ but the prefiding adept muft 
carefully avoid compromifing himfelf; he muft not 

* $ee hereafter the Chapter on Juridkai Depofttiont} 

i ibid. ^ Ibid* ^ 
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Openly applaud the epigrams* farcafms, or even Mat 
phemies of his pupil ; that mud be left to the brethren 
vifitors, who will infmuate and encourage them withn 
out ever hinting that they are in perfeS uniion with 
the myfteries of the Order. He mull not fail, how- 
ever, to obferve which of his pupils are the molt 
fcealous for fuch doctrines, and who complacently re-i 
peat thefe farcafms or blafphemies ; thole, in Inort, 
who enthufiaftically blend them in their Academical 
compofitions. This accompliftied, they have run their 
Academic career, and are next promoted to the de-. 
grec of Minor JUjwiinee . 
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CHAP. VI. 

Fourth Part of the Code of Illuminees .-dThird prepare* 
tory Dsgree^The Minor IUurninee . 

T HE objeft of the degree of Minor IUuminee is, Double ot# 
not only to difpofe the Brethren more and more thi> 
for the fecrets which have not yet been revealed to UcsKC ‘ 
them ; but it has alfo in view their preparation for 
prefiding over the Mincrval Academies in which they 
have already fliown their talents, and their zeal for 
the Se<ft. The means which are to produce this dou* 
ble effeft are worthy of remark, on account of on* 
pf thofe artifices which Weifliaupt alone could have 
invented. 

The Minor Illuminees hold fittings fimilar to thofe 
of the Minerval Academy. The Prelidcnt muft necefc 
farily be one of thpfe adepts who, initiated in the higher 
myfteries of Illuminifm, have attained the degree of 
Prtejh He, alone having any knowledge of thefe 
higher myfteries, is particularly enjoined to keep hh 
pupils in the perfuanon that beyond fhe degree in 
which he is there is no farther fecret to impart to 
them. But he is to fpare no pains to infiife thofe 
opinions into their minds, of which the laft myfteries 
are but the development. The Minor Illuminees are 
imperceptibly to become as it were the inventors and 
authors of Weifhaupt’s principles 5 that, believing them 
to be the offspring of their own genius, they may 
-more zealoufly defend and propagate them- “ It is 
“ ncceflary,” fays the code, u that the adept [hotild look 
“ upon himfeif as the founder of the new Order ? that 
hence he may conceive a natural ardour for its fuccefs. 

To efFe&uate this objeft, an exordium is appropriated 
to the initiation in thus degree. It is one of thofe dif- 
courfcs, which, replete with voluntary obfeurities , pre» 
fents the moft monftrous errors to the mind, but ex- 
prefsly mentions none. The veil which is thrown over 
them is neither coarfe enough to hide, nor fine enoughs 
rlearly to fliew them ; all that the new adepts can ol> 
ferve at a firft hearing is, that the objefl of the Ordet 
^ worthy of admiration and seal ; that an ardent 
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tbufiafm fhould inflame the mind of the young adept 
for the attainment of the grand objed of all the la- 
bours of Uluminifm that the enjoyment of this happi- 
nefs depended much more on the ctttions than on the 
%\iords qf the adepts. What then is this objed, and 
what are the ohllacTes that are to be overcome ? Of 
what fpecies are thofe adions, thofe labours of the 
adept, which are to forward its views? It is in thelfc 
points that enigma and obfcurity veils the intent, and 
it is here that genius is to invent. That the errors of 
the fed might be confidered as originating with the 
adepts, it goes on to fay, the fame ilifeourfe ft) ail ferve 
in future as a text for ail thofe 'which the Brethren (had 
prepare for the meetings of the Order . The Prelident 
will feled the obfeure paflages which may lead to the 
development of thofe opinions which he wifhes to inftU 
into his pupils ; fuch will be the fnljeds chofen for their 
tbentes, ana he will carefully exad* profited conditions.* 
But to give the reader a better idea of what thefis 
themes or commentaries are to be, we Ihall quote a 
part of the original text. 

a There certainly exift m the world public crimes 

* which ever* wife and hone ft mm would wife) to fup v 

prefs. Whdh we confider that every man in this 

* { delightful world might be happy, but that their hap- 
€{ pinefs is prevented by the misfortunes of fome, and 
** by the dimes and errors of others ; that the wicked 
u have power over the good; that: oppofbion or partial 
f ( itifurreffion is ufekfe; that hardlhips generally fall up- 
f‘ on men of worth then naturally refills the wife of 

* feeing an affociation formed of men of vigorous and 
u noble minds, capable of refilling the wicked, of fuo- 
4t couring the good, and of procuring for themfelves 
€< reft, content and fafety— of producing all thefe effefis, 
u by medns drawn from tlje greateft degree of force of 
“ which human nature is capable . Such views aduat- 
** ing a Secret Society would not only be innocent, 
M€ but molt worthy of the wife and well inclined 

* man. ?, f 

What an ample field already opens itfclf to th^ 
commentating genius of the young adept ! The Minor 
llluminee will begin by inveftigating thofe general 

* Tbc true llluminee, Inftnuftiont for tkc Superiors of thi» degree* 

" t Di&ourfe on this Degree 
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mimes to which the Seft wifbes to put an end. And 
what are the crimes , who are the wicked perfons that 
difturb the peace of mankind by means of power cxcr- 
cifed over the good ? What Secret Societies are they- 
which are deilined to confummate the wilhes of the 
(ages, not by partial infurreftions , but by the rreatejl 
• degree of force of which human nature is capable ? In 
a word, what is that new order of things, which 
are by fuch unheard of exertions to be fubftituted in 
place of exifting inftitutions \ 

The greater progrefs the adept lhall make, and the 
nearer his commentaries (hall coincide with the fpirit 
of the Order, to much the more worthy (hall he be 
judged to fulfil the fecond objeft of this degree. He 
is not yet to prefide over a Minerval Academy, he is 
too inexperienced in the arts of a fpperior ; and the 
Order only entrufts him with two or three of thofe 
pupils ; but, as a confolation for the fmallncfs of his 
flock, he reads in his inftruftions, that fhould he have 
only formed one or two men for the Order during his 
whole life he will have done a noble obi. 

Small as this million is, ftill the adept is not left to, 
liis own prudence in the execution of it 5 he receives 
inftruftions by which he is to be guided* I forewarn* 
ed my reader, that in this part of my Memoirs on 
jacobinifm, my objeft was, pot folely to prove the 
Confpiracy of the llluminees, bat to render confpicuous 
the dangers which threatened , fpciety, while I was un- 
veiling the means adopted by the Seft. Among thefe ' 
means, the laws laid down by Weilhaupt for the Mi- 
nor Iliuminees are to be eminently diftinguilhed ; as 
the authority given, and. the .manner in which it is to 
be exercifed (at firft oyer two or three adepts only,) 
naturally prepare them for more $xtenfive commands. 
Thefe laws and thefe inftruftipns feem to be traced 
with the venom of the; prudent ferpent, unfortunately 
fo much more aftive and ingenious in the arts of vice 
.and feduftion than good men. are in the caufe of vir- 
tue. This part of Weilhaupt’s Code is called— Infrac- 
tions for forming ufful labourers ip Illuminifm 9 and 
from it I lhall make a large extraft. Let the reader 
meditate on the tendency and probable confequences 
**f fuch precepts, fuch laws, and arpjfces. all defigned 
VoL Jilt it 
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to form adepts for the moft general, moft aftcmifliing^ 
and moft dreadful Confpiracy that ever exifted. 

For the fe- * Afliduoufly obferve (fay thefc inftrudions) every 
cond obje& Brother entrufted to your care ; watch him particularly 
on ail occafions where he may be tempted not to be 
what he ought to be ; that is precifely the moment 
when he muft (how hirafelf ; it is then that the pro*, 
grefs he has made is to be difcovered. Obferve him 
again at thofe times when he leaft fufpeds it, when 
neither the defire of being praifed, the fear of being 
blamed, nor the fliame of, or reflexion on the punifh- 
ment, can aduatc hb condud. Be exad on fuch occa* 
lions in making your notes and obfervations. You wiB 
gain much both with rcfped to yourfclf and to your pupil. 

a Be careful left your own inclinations mould bias 
your judgment. Do not think a man excellent becaufe 
he has a brilliant quality, nor judge him to be wicked 
becaufe he has foroe (Hiring defied ; for that b the 
grand failing of thofe who are captivated at firft fight* 
€t Above all, guard againft believing your man to 
be a tranfcendant genius becaufe his difcoorfc is bril- 
liant. We arc to judge by feds alone, whether a man 
is deeply interefted. 

u Have little confidence in rich or powerful men ; 
their converfion is very flow. 

" Your chief objed muft be to form the heart. He 
that is not deaf to the cries of the unfortunate ; he 
that is conftant though in adveriity, and unfhaken in 
v his plans ; he that feels his foul glow for great enter- 
prizes ; and he, particularly, who has formed his mind 
to ohfervation, is the man of whom we are in queft. 
Rqed thofe feeble and narrow minds who know not 
how to quit their ufual fphere. 

“ Read with your pupils thofe books which are eaQr 
to be underftood, which abound in the pidurefque, and 
are calculated to elevate the mind. Speak to them 
often ; but let your difeourfes proceed from the heart, 
and not from the head. Your auditors eafily kindle 
when they fee you fuH of fire. Make them thtrji after 
the moment when the grand objetl is to be accompli/hed. 

“ Above aU, Jiimulate them to the love of the objed . 
Let them view it as grand , important , and congenial to 
their interejls and favourite pajjions . Point m /hong 
colours the mtferies of the' world; tell them what men 
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tre, and what they might be $ what line of conduct they 
jfhould adopt ; how little they know their own interefts ; 
how anxioufly our fociety labours for them ; and defire 
them to judge what they may exped from it, by what 
we have already done in the firft degrees.” 

“ Shun familiarity on all occafions where your weak 
fide may be feen j always fpeak of Illuminifra in a 
dignified flyle.” 

“ Infpirc efteem and refpeft for our Superiors ; and 
dwell ftrongly on the neceflity of obedience in a well* 
organized focicty.” 

. “ Kindle the ardour of your pupil by laying great 
ftrefe on the utility of our labours; avoid dry and me- 
taphyfical dHcuflions. Let what you require of your 
pupils be within their means. Study the peculiar 
habits of each ; for men may be turned to any thing 
by ! Am who knows how to take advantage of their ruling 
pafions. 

“ To infufe into then* a fpirit of obfervadon, begin 
by flight eflays in convocation. Aik fome ealy quef- 
tsons on the means of difcovering the chatafter of a. 
man notwithftanding all his dimmulation. Affeft to 
think the anfwer a better one than you oould have giv- 
en yourfelf ; that gives confidence, and you will nnd 
fome other opportunity of delivering your own fenti* 
snents. Inform them of what obfervations you may 
have made concerning their voice, gait, or phifiogno- 
my. Tell thetn alfo, that they have the beft difpofi- 
tions, and that they only want praftice. Praife fome 
in order to ftisnulate others.” 

“ Having thus become acquainted' with the immenfe 
difficulty attending on the art of bringing men to the 
point whither you wifhed to lead them, negleft no oc- 
eafion of difTeminating the good principles wherever 
you can, and of infpiring your pupils with courage 
and refolution; but never forget, that he who wijhes 
to convert too many at once wtU convert nobody . In the 
towns where you reiide, divide the talk with the other 
flluminees of the fame degree as yourfelf. Chufe one 
or two, at mod three, Minervals among thofe over 
whom you have the greateft influence or authority ; 
but fpare neither labour nor pains. You will have ac- 
compliflnd a great undertaking if during your * whole 
VoLIlL L. x 
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Rfe, you form but two or three men . Let thofe wborf 
you have /defied be the con font otjefi of all your objetv - • 
ations. JVhen one method does not fucceed , feek out 
another ; and fo on, till you have found a proper one . 
Study to find out what your pupil is beft fitted for ; 
m what intermediary principles he may be deficient, and 
therefore inacceffible to the fundamental ones . The 

grand art confilts in profiting of the right moment ; 
at one time it is warm, at another" cool rcafoning 
which will perfuade — Let your pupil always think that 
it is to himfelf, and not to you, that he is indebt- 
ed for the progrefs he makes. If he falls in a paffion, 
never contradifi ; heat hen to him though he be in the 
wrong . Never controvert the confluences, but always 
the principle . Wait for a favourable moment when 

you may explain your fentiments without appearing to 
contradifi his . she beji method is to agree with another 
perfon , whom you will pretend to attack on thofe fub- 
jefis, while the candidate whom you really wijh to con- 
vince is only a jlander-by and takes no part m the dif 
pute : then fupport your arguments with all the vigour 
of which you are capable . 

€i Whatever failings you wifh to correft in him, 
fpeak of them as if they were not his 5 tell the ftory 
as if fomebody elfe had been guilty of them ; then 
take his advice on the fubjeft ; and by thefe means he 
becomes his own judge. • 

“ All this, it is true, requires time : hurry nothing 5 
it is folidiry and facility of afiion that we want in our 
adepts. Often to read, meditate, hearken to, fee the 
fame thing, and then to aft, is what gives that facility 
which foon becomes natural. . . . . w 

“ Do you wife to draw forth his opinion ? Propofe 
a diflertation on certain queftions relative to your ob- 
jeft, as it were merely to exercife his genius. He thus 
learns how to meditate on the principles while you 
make a difeovery of thofe which it is your objeft to 
eradicate from his mind.” 

a Inftruft, advife ; but beware of cold declamations : 
drop a few words to the purpofe when you fhall per- 
ceive his mind to be in a proper ftate to receive them.* 

u Never afk too much at once ; let your conduft be 
provident, paternal, and felicitous.— Never defpair \ for 
one may do what one pkafes with men . 
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* Make yoiirfelf mafter of the motives of the prin- 
.ciples your pupil has acquired from his education. If 
they be not confonant with oiir views, weaken them by 
infenlible gradations, and fubftitute • and ftrengthen 
others. But great prudence is neceflary tb operate 
this.” 

“ Obferve what religion, fefts, and politics, make 
men do.— One may enthuiiaftically wed them to fol- 
lies ; it is therefore in the manner of leading them that 
the whole art of giving the tipper hand to virtue and 
truth jronfifts. Only employ the fame means for a good 
purpofe which impojlors employ for evil, and you will 
fucceed. If the wicked are powerful, it is becaufe 
the good are too timid and too indolent. There may 
be circumjlcmces alfo , under which it will become necef 
fary to fhow dtfpleafure , and even anger , in defence of 
the* rights of manP * 

- “ Tell your pupils, that they are only to attend td 
the purity of the views which aftnate the Order ; and 
that antiquity, power, or riches, Ihould be perfcAly 
indiffereht to them.” 

“ Tell them, that Ihould they find elfewhere a fo- 
xiety which would lead them with greater ipeed or 
with more certainty to the defired end, the Order 
would eternally regret the not having been acquainted 
with it before — That in the mean time we obey the 
laws of our Superiors, labouring in peace, and perfe- 
cting no man.— Follow thefe rules of conduft, and 
once more remember, that you will have rendered ait 
cflential fervice to the world, though you Ihould form 
but two men according to our principles. 

“ Carefully profit of thofe moments when your pupil is 
difeontented with the world, and vjlsen every thing goes 
contrary to his wifhes ; thofe moments when the mojl 
powerful man feels the want of the fupport of others , 
to attain a better order of things. It is then that you 
muft prefs the fwelling heart, Simulate the fenfibility, 
and demonftrate how neceffary fecret focicties are , jor 
the attainment of a better order of things ” 

“ But be not too eafy in your belief with refpeft to 
the reality or conftancy of iuch feelings. Indignation 
may be the effedl of fear, or of the fleeting hopes of feme 
paffion which one wifhes to gratify . Such feelings arc 
not naturalized ; men arc not perfect in fo Ihorf a 
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time ; prepare far the worft, and then inftfi. A heart 
which eaiily melts eafily changes.” 

“ Never promife too much, tliat you may be able to 
perform more than you promife* Rekindle exhaufted 
courage; reprefi excei&ve ardour; infpire hope in 
misfortune, and fear in fuccefs.” 

a Such are the rules which will form you for a good 
preceptor and a leader of men. By an cxo# attention 
to them you will add to the number of the ele#. If 
your own happincfs be dear to you, labour (under our 
direction) at delivering many thousands of men,/ who 
nviili to be good, from the dire neceflity of being wick- 
ed. — Believe us, for it is the precept of experience^ 
fcreave vice of its power, — and every thing will go well 
in this world : for if vice be powerful, it is only becauft 
one part of the good is too indolent, while the other if 
too ardent ; or elfe, that men fuffer themfeives to bf 
divided, or leave t be rare of Revolutions to futurity % 
tfye fad is, that in the mean time they bad rather bend 
under the yoke , than efficaciously refill vice. If they 
once became fenfible that virtue does ml entirely confijf 
in patience, bui in atfion tdfo, they wpuld dart from 
their fleep— For your part, unite with the Brethren * 
place your confidence in our Society ; nothing is inv 
pofiible to it, if we follow its laws. We labour to f<v 
cure to merit its jufl: rewards ; to the weak fupport, ta 
the wicked the tetters they deferve ; and to mao faif 
dignity. Such is the new Canaan, the new land of 
Promife, the land qf abundance apd bleifing; but which 
as yet, alas ! we difeoyer but from a djftance. ,t# 

I was frequently tempted to interrupt the courfe of 
this extra# by my reflexions ; but what reader is there 
that will not aft himfelf, What zeal, what ftrange ar- 
dour is this, that can have led Weifoaupt to combine 
and di#ate means fo powerful to captivate the minds 
of his pupils ? Is there a parent, is there a preceptor, 
whofe love for his child or his pupil ever fuggeftecj 
more efficacious rules? Thefe, however, arc only a 
few of the leflons which the Minor Illuminee is alwaya 
fo have prefent to his mind to dire# him in the train- 
ing of the young adepts. He is not alone entrufted 
With the taft. All the Brethren of the fame degree 

v ExtraS from the Inftru&iow Q, and D. for the Minor Illuminee*. 
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partake in the care of watching over the lower ones, 
and each notes on his tablets even the moft inlignificanc 
circumftances. Their feveral obfervations are com- 
pared, and of the whole a general ftatemcnt is formed 
according to which each pupil will be judged by his 
fuperiors.f Meanwhile it is natural to aft, what can 
thefe principles be for which the youth is fo carefully 
trained ? What can be the fublime virtue that is to be 
the refult of fo much care? We Ihall foon difcovcr 
them, the principles of fhamelcfs villany. This fublime 
virtue is the combination of every art that can plunge 
mankind into corruption, and immerfe him in all the 
horrors of univerfol anarchy. Yes, we fhall fee the 
man who fays to his difciples, employ the fame means 
for a good pttrpofe which tmpoftors employ for evil) 
proved to be the arch-impoftor, training his difciples 
to every crime, and preparing the moft terrible difaf- 
ters for fociety with more ardour and more artifice 
jban ever the upright man has been feen to employ 
zeal and wifilom in the caufe of virtue and the fupport 
pf the laws. 

The better to dHpofe the young adepts, the Minor 
llluminee is affifted in his functions and overlooked by 
the Major llluminee, that is to fey, by the adepts of the 
higheft degree among thofe of the preparatory clafsu 

f Iflftru&ion C. ML H. A. * 




Digitized by Google 



'THZ ANTISOCIAL. CONSPIRACY, 


7 * 


PbjeA of 
fhis Degree. 


Prelimi- 
nary quef- 


CHAP* VII. 

Fifth Part of the Illumine es — Fourth preparatory t>c* 
grce—Ube Major IUuminee , or the Scotch Novice . 

T HE degree which follows that of Minor IUuminee 
is fomc times called Major Illuminee ; at other 
times, Scotch Novice . Under this two-fold denomina- 
tion a double objed is comprized. As Scotch Novice, 
the adept is turned in upon Mafonry ; and it is only a 
ihare for impofing upon the credulity of thofe, who 
have not given the requiiitc fymptqms for being ini- 
tiated in tne higher myfieries of the Sed. It is an 
introdudion to the degree of Scotch Knight, which 
germinates the career of the dupes. But as a degree 
of Illuminifm, it will encompais the adept with new 
bonds, more extraordinary and more firm than the for- 
mer; it is a more immediate preparation for the grand 
myfteries; in (hort, it is from this degree that the mat- 
ters for the Minerval Academies are feleded. 

. Let us begin by laying open the artifice of that 
ftrange bond which the adept will never dare to rend 
afunder, though he fliould wifti to withdraw from Illu- 
minifm, or more particularly fhould he be tempted to 
reveal what he may have already difeovered of the ar- 
tifices, principles, or grand objed of the Sed. 

Before the candidate is admitted to the new degree, 
he is informed that his reception is refolved on, 
provided he gives fatisfadory anfwers to the following 
queftions : 

I. Are you acquainted with any fociety grounded on 
a better conftitution, or more holy and iolid than ours, 
and which tends with more certainty cr expedition to 
the ob)ed of your wifhes l 

II. Was it to fatisfy your curiofity th^fc you entered 
our fociety? or, was it to concur with the chofen 
among men to univerfal happinefs ? 

III. Are you fatisfied with what you have feen of 
our laws ? Will you labour according to our plan, or 
tiave you any objedion to propofe againft it ? 

IV. As there will be no medium for you, declare at 
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pace, whether you wifh to leave us, or whether fo\X 
will remain attached to us for ever ? 

V. Are you a member of any other fodety ? 

VI. Does that fociety impofe any thing detrimental 
to our intercfts; for example, the difcovery of our 
fccrets ; or, does it require you to laboiu* for itfelf 
excliifively ? 

VII. Should fuch things be ever required of you, tell 
Us upon your honour, whether you would be difpofcd 
to acquiefce in them i 

Thcfe queftions anfwered, there ftill remains another Life of the 
proof of confidence which the Order expeCls from the Candidate 
candidate; This is nothing lefs than an exaCt and can- bj 
did account of bis whole life, written without any refer- 
vation or difimulation whatever. Tbe neceflary time 
is given him ; and this is the famous bond, or rather' 
fnare, into which when Weifhaupt has once brought 
the candidate he exultingly exclaims, " Now I hold 
w him , 1 defy him to hurt us ; if he fhotdd wifh to be* 
u tray us, v>e have alfb his ferrets." It would be in 
vain for the adept to attempt to diiEmulate. He will 
foon find that the molt fccrct circumftances of his life, 
thofe which he would molt anxioufly wifh to hide, are. 
all known by the adepts. The arts winch he has hi- 
therto pra&ifed to pry into the mod fecret motions of 
the hearts of his pupils, into their tempers and paflions, 
their connections, their means, their intercfts, their 
aCtions and opinions, their intrigues and faults, have all- 
been more artfully employed by others in watching 
himfelf. Thofe who compofe the lodge into which he 
is going to be received, arc the very perfons that have 
been ferutinizing his pail life* 

All the difeoveries made by his Infinuator, all the 
Statements he has been obliged to give of himfelf a* 
required by the Code, every thing which the Brother 
Scrutators , either known or unknown, have been able, 
to difeover concerning him during his degrees of Mi- 
iierval or of Minor Illuminee, have been accurately 
tranfmitted to the Brethren of the new lodge. Long 
before his admiffion, they had accomplifhed themfelves 

in the ferutinizing arts. — Thefc wretches then 

wiH mimick even the canonization of the faints ! The. 
tfry precautions which Rome takes to. difeover the 
Yol. ILL . M 
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leaft taint in thofe whom it propofes to the VencrariotV 
of the faithful, this illuminizing fcCl will adopt, ii v 
order to fatisfy kfelf that in its adepts no civil nor reli- 

S ious virtue can be traced. Yes, the villains in their 
ens wifiied to know each other, and fmiled to ice’ 
their accomplices as wicked as themfelves* . 

I cannot conceive whence Weifliaupt could have> 
taken this part of his Code ; but let' the reader form 
an idea of a feries of at leaft fifteen hundred queftions 
on the life, the education, the body, the mind, the 
heart, the health, the pafllons, the inclinations, the ac- 
quaintances, the connections, the opinions, the abode,; 
the habits, and even the favorite colours of the candi-> 
date ; on his relations, his friends, his enemies, his con- 
duct, his difcourfcy. his gait, his gefture, his language, 
his prejudices, and* his weakneiies. In a word, queft 
tions which relate to every thing that can denote the* 
life or character, the political, moral, or religious fen-* 
laments, the interior, or exterior of die man ; every 1 
thing he has laid, done or thought, and even what he" 
\Uould fey, do, or think, under any given circumftances. 
Let the reader form an idea of twenty, thirty, andt 
fometimes a. hundred queftions on each of thefe heads*; 
Such will be the catechifm to which the Major IUumU* 
nee muft be able to anfwer ; fuch are the rules he is to *' 
follow in tracing the lives or charqCt^rs of the young* 
brethren, or even of tbofe profane of whom the feci' 
wi (hes to have particular information* Such it the; 
fcrutinizing Code which has diredted the rcfeardies 1 
made as to the life of the candidate antecedent, to his[ 
admifiion to the, degree of M^jor Illumine e* ; Thefe] 
ftatutes are called by the Order the Nofte:te ipfum* 
(know thyfelf). When one brother pronounces thefe 
words, the other anfwfcrs No fee alios, (know others) ;i 
and this anfwer denotes much better the objeft of the 
Code, which might very properly be ftyled the per fed' 
fpy . Let it be judged by the following cjueftions : - 

* ^ On the Phyfogwmy of the Candidate he ofta'i 
florid complexion, or pale ? Is he white, black, fair, oP» % 
brown? Is his eye quick, piercings dull, Ihnguithingy f 
amorous, haughty, ardent, ordejeCjied ? fn fpeakingy 
does he look full in the face and boldly, or does ho 
look lideways ? Can he endure being feared foil in the* 
face?- Is his look crafty, orris it open and free y isrit 
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gloomy and penfive, or is it abfent, light, infignificant^ 
friendly, or ferious ? Is his eye hollow, or level with the 
head, or does it ftare ? His forehead, is it wrinkled> 
and how ; perpendicularly, or horizontally ?” 

“ His Countenance .^-Is it noble or common, open, 
eafy, or conftrained ? How does he carry his head ; 
ereA or inclined, before, behind, or on one fide, firm 
or (baking, funk between his (boulders, or turning 
from one fide to the other l” &c. 

“ His Gait: — Is it flow, quick or firm? Are his fteps 
long, (hort, dragging, lazy, or (kipping ?” &c. 

“ His Language .-—Is it regular, diforderly, or inter- 
rupted? In fpeaking, docs he agitate his hands, hit 
bead, or his body, with vivacity ? Does he clofe upon 
the perfon he is fpeaking to? Does he hold them by 
the arm, clothes, or button-hole ? Is he a great talker, 
or is he taciturn ? If fo, why ? Is it throujpi prudence, 
ignorance, refpeft, or (loth ?” £rc. 

u His Education: — To whom does he owe it? Has 
he always been under the eyes of his parents? How 
has he been brought up, and by whom ? Has he any 
efteem for his mailers ? To whom does he think him- 
(elf indebted for his education ? Has he travelled, and 
Jn what countries?” 

; Let the reader, by thefe queftions, judge of thofe 
which treat of the mind, the heart, or the paflions of 
the candidate. I will juft note the following : 

“ When he finds himfelf with different parties, which 
docs he adopt, the ftrongeft or the weakeft, the wittb 
eft or the moll ftupid? Or, does he form a third? Is 
he conftant and firm in fpitc of all obftacles ? How h 
he to be gained, by praife, flattery, or low courtftfip ► 
or by women, money, or the entreaties of his friends ?* 
&c. — “ Whether he loves fatire, and on what he exerw 
cifes that talent; on religion, fuperftition, hypocrify^ 
intolerance, government, minifters, monks ?” &c, &c. 

. This however is not all that the (Scrutators arc to 
note hi their ftatements. They are to elucidate each 
anfwer by a faA, and by fuck fads chiefly as chivadetize 
the man at a moment when he leajt fitfpetts i/. # They 
are to follow their prey to his bolller, where they wilt 

* See Wei(haupt*s Letters, 

Yol. IIL M z 
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Team •whether he is a hard Jleeper , •whether he dreams* 
and whether he talks when dreaming; whether he is eafily 
or with difficulty awakened ; and pould he be fuddenly, 
forcibly , or unexpectedly awakened from bis Jleep } what 
impreffion would it make on him f 

Should any of thcfe queftions, or any part of the 
Candidate’s fife, not have been fufflciently inveftigated 
by the Lodge, divers of the brethren are ordered to 
direft all their enquiries towards that point. When at 
length the refult of all their refearches is found to co- 
incide with the wifhes of the SeCt, the day for his 
reception is appointed. Neglecting all the infignifi- 
cant particularities of the malonic rit^s, we fhall attend 
entirely to thofe circumftances which peculiarly belong; 
to Illuminifm, 

Reception The adept, introduced into a gloomy apartment, 
to the de- reiterates his oath to keep fecret whatever he may fee 
g?* of in or learti from the Order. He then depofits the hif. 
u * tory of his life (fealed up) in the hands of his intro- 
ducer. It is read to the Lodge, and compared with 
the hiftorical table which the brethren had already 
formed refpeCling the candidate. This done, the In- 
Life of the tro ^ ucer % s to him, " You have given us a welcome 
Candidate C “ and valuable proof of vour confidence $ but indeed 
by the « we are not unworthy ot it 5 and we hope that it will 

brethren. “ even increafe in proportion as you become better 

44 acquainted with us. Among men whofe foie ob* 
44 jeCl is to render themfelves and others better, and 
44 to refeue the whole world from its miferies, no dif- 
44 limulation fhould fubfift. Far be any referve from 
44 us. We ftudy the human heart— and do not liefi- 
44 tate or blufli at revealing to each other our faults 
44 or errors.— Here then is the picture which the Lodge 
44 had drawn of your perfon. You muft own that 
f 4 fome features are not unlike* Read, and then an- 
44 fwer, whether you ftill wifh to belong to a fociety 

44 which (fuch as you are reprefented here) opens its 

44 arms to receive you. w 

Could indignation operate more powerfully on th0 
mind of the Candidate at the fight of his having been 
fo treacheroufly watched, than the fear of abjuring a 
fociety which henceforth poffefies fuch arms agamft 
him, he would not hefitate at afking for his difmiffion 5 
but he fees the conferences of fqch a ftep, and feel$ 
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that it might coft him very dear. Befides, he is fo 
familiarized with the ferutinizing fyftem, that he can 
fcarcely be offended with it, though operating on him- 
felf. He is left for a certain time to his meditations. 
The defire of acquiring a new degree works upon 
him and at length turns the fcalcs ; he is introduced 
to the Lodge of the Brethren ; and there the veil 
which hides the fecrets of the Seft is partly raifed ; or, 
rather, he is himfelf ftill more unveiled, that the Sed 
may difeem whether all his views and wifties coincide 
with theirs. 

After a fuitable preamble, the Initiator tells him, 
* that he has ftill lome few queftions to anfwer, rcla* 
u tive to objefts on which it is abfolutely neceffary that 
" the opinions of candidates fhould be known.” 

The reader is defired to pay particular attention to 
thefe queftions ; as it will enable him, when he /ball 
come to read of the myfteries, more clearly to obferve 
the fucceffion and gradation with which fuch princi- 
ples are infufed into the mind of the adept, as if he 
bad invented and conceived them all himfelf. 

1. Do you find that, in the world we live in, 
virtue is rewarded and vice puniftied ? Do you not on 
the contrary obferve, that the wicked man is exteriorly 
more comfortable, more conf\dercd, and more pow- 
erful, than the honfeft man ? In a word, arc you con- 
tent with the world in its prefent fituation 

“ II. In order to change the prefent order of things, 
would you not, if you had it in your power, affemble 
the good and clofely unite them, in order to render 
them more powerful than the wicked ? ” 

a III. If you had your choice, in what country 
would you wifh to have been bom rather than in your 
own V 9 

“ IV. In what age would you wilh to havd 
lived ? 99 

“ V. Always premifing the liberty of choice, what 
fcience and what ftate of life would you prefer ? ” 

“ VI. With refpeft to hiftory, who is your favoured 
author or your mafter ?” 

“ VII. Do you not think yourfelf in duty bound to 
procure all the exterior advantages poflible for your 
tried friends, in order to recompense them for their 
probity, and to render life more agreeable to them ? 
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Are you ready to do what the Order exa&s of each 
member in this degree, when it ordains that each one 
fball bind himfelf to give advice every month to the 
fuperiors, of the employments, fupport, benefices, or 
other fuch like dignities, of which he can difpofe, or 
procure the poflefiion by means of his recommenda* 
tions ; that the fuperiors m^y prelent worthy fubje<$U 
of our Order to all fuch employments ? 99 

The anfwers of the candidate are to be returned 
in writing, and inferted in the regifters of the Lodge* 
It will naturally be expefted, that the greateft diflatis- 
fa&ion with the prelent order of things is to be ex- 
prefled, as well as an ardent wifh for a revolution 
which ihall change the whole face of the Univerfe* 
He will alfo promife to fupport, by all the means in 
his power, the election of none but worthy brethren 
to offices of emolument and truft, or fuch as may aug- 
ment the power or credit of Illuminifin, whether about 
the court or among the people. On his declaring 
fuch to be his fentfinents, the Initiator addrefles him 
in the following difeourfe : 

44 Brother, you are a witnefs, that it is after having 
44 tried the beft of men, that we feek little by little to 
44 reward them , and to give them fupport , that we map, 
44 injenfibly fucceed in new modelling the world . Since 
44 you are convinced how iraperfe&ly men have fulfil- 
44 led their real deftiny ; how every thing has degene T 
44 rated in their civil injiitutions ; how little the teach- 
44 evs of wifdora and of truth have enhanced the value 
44 of virtue, or given a happier difpoiition to the 
44 world ; you mull be perfuaded, that the error lies ii) 
44 the means which the (ages have hitherto employ- 
41 ed. Thofe means, therefore, muft be changed, in 
44 order to retaliate in its rights the empire of truth 
44 and wifdom. And this is the grand objeft of the 
44 labours of our Order. Oh, my friend ! my brp^ 
44 ther ! my fon ! when here convened, far from the 
44 profane, we ceniider to what an extent the world 
44 is abandoned to the yoke of the wicked, how per- 
44 fecution and misfortune is the lot of the honeft 
44 man, and how the better part of human nature is 
44 facrificed to perlbnal filtered. Can we at fuch a 
44 fight be filent , or content ourfelves with figbing? Shall 
44 we not attempt to J lake off the yoke ?-~xes } my bra y 
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w tfor, re/y wpo* »/. Seek faithful co-operators, but 
u feek them not in tumults and in florins ; they are 
f< hidden in darknefs • Proteded by the Jbtides of night, 
u folitary and filentj or reunited in fitall numbers , they f 
u docile children , purfue the grand work under the di~ 
“ red ion of their fuperiors. Thev call aloud to the 
4C children of the world, who pals by in the intoxica- 
44 tion of pleafure— — — how few hearken to them, 
** He alone who has the eye of the bird of Minerva, 
€i who has placed his labours under the protedion of 
u the ftar of night, is fure of finding them.” 

. But, left this, difcourfe fhould not have given the 
Candidate a fufficient infight as to the objeft of the 
new degree, the Secretary opens the Code of the 
Lodge, entitled A general view of the fyjlem of the 
Order . Here the young Illuminee learns, that the ob-* 
jeft of the Order is to diffufi the pure truth , and to 
tnake virtue triumph . Nothing, however, is explicitly ' 
laid on what is to be undcrftood by the pure truth . * 
iie is only told, that in order to diffufe it, “ he mud 
begin by liberating men from their prejudices, and by 
-enlightening their underftandings ; then reunite all the 
common forces for the refinement of all fciences fron* 
the drofs of ufelefi fubtilties, and for the eftabHfhment 
of principles drawn from Nature.— To attain this,*^ 
continues the Secretary, “ we mtift trace the origin of 
all fciences ; we mult reward opprefled talents; we 
muff raife from the duft the men of genius ; we muft 
undertake the education of youth y and* forming an .m-- 
diflbluWe kagfie among the mod 1 powerful geniufes, we 
muff boldly, though with prudence, combat fupcrfti - 
tion, incredulity^ and fitly ; and at length form our 
people to true, juft, and uniform principles on all 
lubje<fts4 

‘ * Such is^ the object of onr Minerva! Schools, and 
of the inferior degrees of Mafonrv* over which our' 
Gtder wifhes to acquire all the influence poffible, in' 
order to direft it towards our object. We alfo have’ 
dur fuperior degrees, where the brethren, after having , 
paffed -through all the preparatory degrees, become ac- 
quainted with the ultimate refult'of the labours and of 
all ‘ the proceedings of the Order." 

* To obtaih the completion of that reftilt, “ it will be 
iicceflary-to diveft vice of its power* that the honeft 
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mail may find his recorapenfe even in this world ; but 
in this grand project, vse are counteracted by the Princes 
and the Pricjibood; the political conjlitutions of nations 
oppofe our proceedings . In fuch a fl;ate of things then 
what remains to be done? To indigate revolutions* 
overthrow every thing, oppofe force to force, and ex-* 
change tyranny for tyranny? Far be from us fuch 
means. Every violent reform is to be blamed, becaufe 
it will not ameliorate things as long as men remain as 
they are> a prey to their pqffions ; and becaufe wifdom 
tieedeth not the arm of violence .” 

“ The whole plan of the Order tends to form men, 
not by declamation, but by the protection and rewards 
which are due to virtue. We mujt infenfibly bind the 
hands of the proteflors of diforder , and govern them 
without appearing to domineer” 

“ In a word, we mud eftablifli an univerfal empire 
over the whole world, without deftroying the civil ties . 
Under this new empire , all other governments muji be 
able to purfue their ufual procefs , and to exercife every 
power , excepting that of hindering the Order from at* 
taining its ends , and rendering virtue triumphant over 
vice.” 

€t This viClory of virtue over vice was formerly the 
of Chrid, when he eftabliflied his pure religion# 
He taught men, that the path to wifdom confided in . 
lerting themfelves be led for their greater good by the 
bed and wifed men. At that time preaching might 
fuffice ; the novelty made truth prevail % but at prefent, 
more powerful means are neceffary. Man, a (lave to his . 
fenfes, mud fee fenfible attractions in virtue. The fource 
tfpaffions is pure ; it is necejfary that every one fooukl , 
be able to gratify his within the, bounds of virtue , and 
that our Order fhoidd furnijb him with the means.” 

“ It confequently follows, that all our brethren, edu- 
cated on the fame principles, and driCtly united to each 
other, fhould have but one objeCt in view. We mujt 
encompafs the Powers of the earth with a legion of inde- 
fatigable men 9 all direfling their labour /, according to the 
plan of the Order , towards the bappinefs of human nature 

* but all that is to be done in filence; our brethren 

are mutually to fupport each other, to fuccour the 
good labouring under oppreflion, and to feek to acquire 
ibofc places which give power , for the good of the caufe 
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n /fad we a certain number of fuch men in every 
Country y each might form two others. Let them only 
be united) and nothing will be iropoflible to our Order; 
it is thus that in Jilence it has already performed much for 
the good of humanity 

u You behold. Brother, an immenfe field opening to 
your aftivity ; become our faithful and worthy co-ope- 
rator, by feconding us with all your might ; and re- 
member, that no (Service will pais without its juft 
reward.” 

After this leflon, two chapters direftly treating on 
the functions of the major IUuminee are read to him* 

With the firft he is already acquainted : it is the Code 
of the Infinuator or Brother Recruiter* He is alfo now 
entrufted with it, as it is part of his duty in future to 
judge of the pupils of all the Infinuators. The fecond 
treats of the duties of the Scrutator; this is alfo deli- 
vered into his care, becaufe he mult particularly exer- 
cife that art while prefiding over the Mhierval acade- 
mies : and he mud neceffarily learn how his new bre- 
thren found means of tracing fo exaft an hiftorical 
portrait of himfelf, and of penetrating even more fuc- 
cefsfully than he could into the interior recedes of his 
. heart : he mud alfo learn to diftinguiih fuch pupils as, 
with difpofitions fimilar to his own, are worthy of be- 
ing admitted to his new degree. He now has but one 
more degree to go through, before he is admitted into 
the clafs of the myfteries, and this is termed by the 
Scft the Scotch Knight .* 

* The whole of this chapter it nothing more than an ertrad from 
the degree tf Mapr Illumine* y and from the inftindwai contained in the 
jstnel of that code in the True Elumimt* 


N 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Sixth Part of the Code of the Illumine* s . — Intermediary 
Clafs — The Scotch Knight of lUumimfm; or Dire {ting 
Illumine e. 

U NDER the appellation of Intermediary Clafs of 
obect ot Illuminifm might be comprehended all the De- 

thu Decree, grees which Weilhaupt had borrowed from Freema- 
fonry. In that cafe we fhould comprize under this 
denomination the three degrees of Apprentice, Fellniv- 
Crqfty and Majier . But it has been already faid, that 
thefc degrees are firnply a paffport for the Scft into 
the Mafonic Lodges ; and that its objedt may be lefe 
confpicuous, it leaves them in their original Mafonic 
flate. This, however, is not the cafe with the higher 
degrees of Scorch Mafonry. The Sedt fhrewdly fur- 
mued that the views of thefe degrees coincided with 
their own: befides, it wanted fome of tbefe fuperior 
degrees, either for the diredtion of thofe Mafonic 
Lodges which it compofed of its own members, or 
who were* to gam admittance, dominate, and prcfide 
over other Lodges which were not devoted to Illumi- 
nifm. — The great veneration in which the Scotch 
Knights are generally held by Mafons, more flrongly 
determined the Baron Knigge to make himfelf mafter 
of this degree, and engraft it on Illuminifm. The 
Scdl has conftituted this into both an intermediary and 
a Jiationary degree. It is Jtationary for thofe into 
whom it defpairs of ever infufing the principles re- 
quired for a further ad million to the mylterics ; but it 
is only intermediary for thofe who have fhown difpofi- 
tions more accordant with the purfuits of the SedL* 

Xt§ prclimi- Whatever may be his delliny, no Brother is ever ad- 
mitted into this new degree, until he has previoufly 
given proofs of the progrefs he has made in the arts of 
Scrutator , whofe ccxie mult have been his chief ftudy 
fmee his admiflion to the degree of Major Illuminee. 
The fecret Chapter of the Knights has had the precau- 
tion to propole certain queftions to him to ascertain 

* Original Writings, VoL II. Part I, Soft. n. 
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how far he is capable of judging of the flute of the 
mind by exterior appearances. He will have had to an- 
fwer, for example, to the following ones : — “ What is 
“ the chara&er of a man whole eyes are perpetually 
u in motion, and whofe countenance is changeable l 
a What features denote voluptuoufnefs, melancholy, 
u and pufillanimity 

As a further proof of the progrefs he has made, he 
is to tranfmit to his fuperiors another diflertation on 
the life of the hero whofe name he bears for his cha- 
rafteriftic. The hiftory of his own life, which he had 
delivered in the antecedent degree, had laid open the 
whole of his cxiftence, and all his actions through life. 

This new didertation will Ihow the Order what he ad- 
mires or difapproves of in others, and will particularly 
demonftrate whether he has difeovered thofe qualities 
in his patron which the Order wilhcd he Ihould im- 
bibe and imitate when it gave him his diaraderiftic.J 
Should any part of his life have eicaped the vigilance 
of the Scrutators, he is ftill at liberty to give a new 
proof of his confidence in the Order 5 and this is de- 
scribed as a meritorious aft ; but he may referve it for 
the cognizance of the Superior of the Order only.f* 

He is then to declare under his hand-writing, that he 
looks upon the Superiors of Illuminilhi as the fecret 
and unknown though legitimate fuperiors of Freemafon~ 

Jr y ; that he adheres ana always will adhere to the illu- 
minized fyltem of Mafonry, as the beft and mod ufeful 
exifting ; that he utterly renounces every other afloci- 
ation 5 that he is in (hort, fo perfuaded of the excel- 
lence of Illuminifm, that he fully adopts its principles, 
and firmly believes himfelf bound to labour, under the 
dire&ion of his fuperiors, at the objett and according to 
the intentions of the Order for the bappinefs of man- 
kind. || 

After having received thefe numerous pledges, the j tg cmna + 
Scotch , Knights invite the new Brother to a fecret niesofr**- 
Chapter , for fuch is the name given to the Lodges cc P tiolw 
of this degree. It is hung with green, richly deco- 
rated and brilliantly lighted. The Prefect of thft 

* See this degree, Se&. 4, No. % and 3. 

$ See fecond In&ru&ion for this degree, No. 8* 

f Ibid. No. 8. 

ft Ibid. Reverfal Letters. 

Yoh ILL N x 
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Knights, booted and fpurred, is feated on a throne 
ereSed under a canopy all of the fame colour. On his 
apron a green crofs is feen, and on his breaft the ftar 
of the Order ; he wears the riband of St. Andrew in 
falter from right to left, and holds a mallet in his 
hand. On his right (lands the brother fword-bearer, 
holding the fword of the Order ; on his left the matter 
of the ceremonies with a ftick in one hand, and the 
ritual in the other. The Knights affcmbled are all 
booted and fpurred, each girt with a fword, and all 
wear the crois fufpended at their necks by a green ri- 
band. The Officers of the Order are to be diftin- 
guiflied by a plumage, and a pried of the Order com- 
pletes the Lodge. The PrefeCl then delivers himfelf as 
follows to the Candidate s 

u You here behold a part of thofe unknown legions 
u which are united by indifloluble bonds to combat for 
u the caufe of humanity. Are you willing to make 
“ yourfelf worthy of watching with them for the fanc- 
“ tuary ? Your heart mutt be pure, and a heavenly ar- 
u dour for the dignity of nature mutt fire your bread. 
w The ftep you are taking is the mod important one 
€t of your life. Our games are not vainly ceremonial. 

* In creating you a knight we expeft of you that you 
€t will perform exploits grand, noble, and worthy of 
€t the title you receive. Long life to you, if you come 
a to us to be faithful $ if honed and good, you anfwcr 
€S our expectations. Should you prove a falfe Brother, 
€t be both curfed and unhappy, and may the grand 
u Architect of the Univerfe hurl you into the bottom- 
** lefs pit ! Now bend thy knee, and on this fword 
4t take the oath of the Order.” 

At thefe words the PrefeCt feats himfelf, the Knights 
are (landing with their fwords drawn, and the Candi- 
date pronounces the following oath 

I promife obedience to the excellent Superiors 

* of the Order. In as much as it (hall depend 
€f upon me, I engage— never to favour the admiffion 
a of any unworthy member Into thefe holy degrees 

* —to labour at rendering the Ancient Mafonry trL 
u umphant over the falfe fy (terns which have crept 
€( into it— to fuc<;our, like a true Knight, innocence, 
u poverty, or opprefled honefty — Never to be the flat - 

* krer 0/ the grcat } nor the /lave of Princes i — to com* 
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* bat^ courageoufly, though prudently, in the caufc of 

u Virtue , Liberty , and Wifrom — to refill boldly, both 
u for the advantage of the Order and of the world, 
u Superjiition and Defpolifm. I never will prefer my 
u own private intereft to that of the Order. I will 
t€ defend my Brethren againft calumny. I will dedicate 
" my life to the difcovery of the true Religion and real 
u doftrines of Freemcfonty , and / will impost my difco- 
u verier to my Superiors . 1 will difclofe the fecrets of 

u my heart to my Superiors as to my bell friends. So 
u long as I lhall remain in the Order I (hail look upon 
u the being a Member of it as a fupreme felicity. I 
u alfo engage to look upon all my domeftic, civil, and 
u focial duties as mod facred. So help me God, both 
u for the happinels of my life, and for the peace of 
u my mind.” 

In return for this oath the PrefeCt declares to the 
Candidate that he is going to create him u Knight of 
St. Andrew, according to the ancient ufage of the 
Scotch— “ Rife,” he fays, u and in future beware of 
u ever bending tby knee before him who is only man 
u like thyfclf.”* 

To thefc ceremonies the adept Knigge added a cer- 
tain number of others which were mere derilions of 
the rites of the Church. Such, for example, was the 
triple benediction which the Prieft pronounced over 
the new Knight, fuch the atrocious mockery of the 
laft fupper, which terminated the ceremony. But, im- 
pious as is the imitation, Wciihaupt declares it to be 
difgujling becaufe it is ftill religious , theofophical, and 
borrowed from fuperftition.% But what perfectly coin- 
cided with the views of the Bavarian founder were, 
the inftruCtions given to the new Knight. He is en- 
raptured with that difeourfe, where one may obferve 
the Illuminizing Orator feleCting the mod impious, 
artful, and di (organizing fyftcms of Mafonry, to make 
them at once the myfteries of their Mafonic Lodges, 
and an immediate preparation for thofe of Illuminifm. 

Let the reader recal to mind what was faid in the 
Second Volume of thefc Memoirs f concerning the 
Apocalypfe of the Martinifts, entitled Of Errors and 
of Truth. He will there have read of a time when v 

* Ibid. Sed. 7. 

• | See the U& word of Philo, Page 1001 $ Chap. 
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man, difengaged from the fenfes and free from bar- 
ter, was ftill more free from the yoke of the laws and 
from political bondage, to which he was only fubjeded 
by his fall. He will there have feen, that the daily 
efforts of man (hould tend to the overthrow of Go- 
vernments, that he may recover his former purity and 
ancient liberty, and thus retrieve his fall. I might 
there have demonftrated that abfurd Llenlifm reducing 1 
our fenfes to vain fi&ions, that the proftitution of them 
might be but a chimerical crime ;* there, in fliort, I 

• When treating in the Second Volume of the religions 
and political tenets of the Martinifts, I did not extend my 
refearches to their do&rine of IdeaBfm, and I frankly confeli 
that I did not fufficiently underftand that part of their Apo~ 
calypfe. Since the publication of that Volume, however* • 
I have met with a Gentleman perfectly capable of compre- 
hending any intelligible fyftem whatever ; I mean the Abbd 
Bertins, rending at prefent at Oxford. He reproached me 
in terms firoilar to thofe in which fome other people had re- 
proached me rcfpc&ing the Roficrucians. What you have rjurii^ 
ten, faid he, is ALL true, but you have not told the WHOLR 
truth . I had indeed faid a great deal of thofe gentry, and I ne- 
ver will advance any point which I cannot prove. The Abbe 
Bertins condefccndcd to give me fome little infight into the 
dodrines of this famous St. Martin. It fully confirmed every 
' thing which I had advanced on the tenets of the Martinifts* 
with rcfpclt to the nature of the foul, and to the pretended 
origin of that foul fonmng a part of God, of thetjfcncc of God+ 
and of the fame fub/lance — But what I had not laid was, that 
according to the fame fyftem matter has no real exiftence, or 
at leaft has fuch a feparate exiftence, and is fo entirely null 
with refpeft to the foul, that there neither is nor can be any 
relation whatever between it and the foul ; in fine, that it is % 
with refpedl to us, gs if it were not . I had furmifed thefe con- 
fequences in a ccnverfation which I had had with an eftimable 
young man, the Vicomte de Mairabourg, whom the Martin- 
ifts had endeavoured to taint with their erroneous d6&rines. 
When they came to treat of the pleafurc of the fenfes, throw 
that to the fire, they fay in their treatife of morality ; to thk 
fire : five to the fire all it ajht ; that is not the Jpirit , all that 
does not ajfed the foul ; and this fire is matter ; it is the fenfes, the 
body . Is it not in the fame fenfe that the Martini ft tells us, 
“ It is in vain that the enemy purfoes me with his illufions. 
u Matter lhall not have remembrance of me here below. 
f< Does man tafte the pleafures of matter i When the fcofea 
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might have Ihown according to the Martinift, that in 
all ages, this fyftem of corruption and diforder has 
been the doctrine and fccret of true Philofophy. This 
intermediary degree was deftined by Wcifhaupt to 
ferve as a point of union between the Mafonic Lodges 
and Illuminifm. It was but natural that he ftiould 
haye felected the mod monftrous and mod artful fydem 
of the Craft. Let not the reader therefore be afton- 
ifhed when he fees the Antitheofophid, the Atheift, 
the Materialid Weiftiaupt borrowing in this degree 
the do&rines of the Martinids on the two-fold princi- 
ple or double fpirit. But let it be alfo remembered, 
that whenever, in confequence of this artifice, he is 
obliged to ufe the words fpirit or foul , he informs the 
candidate, that fuch words are employed in the Code, 
only to conform to the vulgar expreffwn. This pre- 
caution taken, the Initiator may without apprehenfion 
repeat the fophidicated leflons on the twofold princi- 
ple. And indeed one might be tempted to think, that 
the doftrines he lays down as the grand objeft of Free- 


44 feel pain or pleafure, is it not eafy to perceive that it is 
“ not man that feels this pain or pleafure ?” (No. 2 35, of 
the Man of Deftre^ by the Author of a work On Errors and on 
Truth.) How frightful is this enigmatical language ! If all 
the paihoQs and fenfes are foreign to man, if he may grati- 
fy them without affe&ing his foul either for the better or for 
the worfe, what monftrous confequences mud enfue to morals ! 
And indeed a Danifh Martinift was confuked by the Vifcount, 
who, more candid than the recruiting Brethren, anfwered, 
44 Beware, dear Sir, of ever entering into our myfterics 
•‘I am unfortunately engaged, and Ihould in vain attempt 
“ to withdraw myfelf from them. I could not fuccecd ; 
44 bat, for your part, take care never to deliver yourfelf 
44 over to thofe men.” The Vifcount followed his advice. As 
to the AbW Bertins, he was too much for Mr. de St. Martin, 
who had to argue with a man that perpetually obje&ed — if 
my foul is part of God, and of the fubftance of God, my 
foul mu ft be God. After three months leftons, which the 
reader will readily fuppofe the Abbe Bertins only fubmitted 
to through curiohty, the learned teacher violently exclaimed, 
44 I fee I never Jball be able to convince a Divine and thus 
Mr. de St. Martin took leave of a fcholar far more fitted 
to teach him real knowledge than to receive his fopbiftica- 
tcU leiTons. 
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Mafonry had all been copied from the MartiniR fyReni* 
He begins by deploring a great Revolution which had 
in former ages deprived man of his primitive dignity. 
He then reprefents man as having had the faculty of 
recovering his ancient fplendour ; but that by the abide 
of his faculties he had again immeried himfelf ftill 
deeper in his defiled and degraded Ration. The very 
fenfes are blunted, and faid to lead him into error on 
the nature of things. Every thing that he beholds in 
its aftual Rate is jalfehood , Jhovj 9 and Ulufioti ; and be 
lays particular Rrefs on thofe fchools of fages which 
had, ever fince the time of the grand Revolution, pre- 
ferved the fecret principles of the antique doftrines, or 
of true Mafonry. Nor does the monRrous hierophant 
blufh at placing Jesus op Nazareth among thofe 
fages, and blafphemoufly numbering the Goa of the 
ChriRians among the Grand Maflers of Illuminifm. 
But foon was the do&rine of ChriR falfified, and PrieRs 
and Philofophers raifed on thefe divine foundations an 
edifice of jolly 9 prejudice , and jelfinterejl. Soon aljo 
does the tyranny of Priejtbood and the Dcfpotifm of 
Princes coale fee in the opprejjion of fuffering humanity . 
Free Mafonry oppofes thefe difaRrous attempts, and 
endeavours to prelerve the true dodtrine ; but it has 
over-burdened it with fymbols, and its lodges gradu- 
ally fubfide into feminaries of ignorance and error— 
The Iliiiminees alone are ill poneflion of the real fe- 
crets of Mafonry ; manv of them are even Rill to be 
the objetts of their researches ; and the new Knight 
is to devote all his attention to their difeovery. He is 
particularly recommended to Jludy the dofirines of the 
ancient Gnojlics and Manicbceans, which may lead him 
to many important difeoveries on this real Mafonry . He 
is alfo told, that the great enemies which he wifi have 
to encounter during this inveRigation will be, ambi- 
tion, and other vices which make humanity groan un- 
der the opprejjion of Princes and of the Priejtbood .* 

The obfeurity which enwraps thefe leffons on the 
new and grand Revolution which is to counteraft the 
ravages or the former, is not the flighteR of Wei£ 
haupt’s artifices. With refpeft to Princes, this is the. 
laR degree to which they are admitted. They are to be 

* See this degree, Art. 8 . Inftru&ion on the Mafonic Hieroglyphic* 
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perfuaded, that the antique Revolution was no othef 
than the coalition of the powers of the earth with the 
Priefthood, in order to fupport the empire of religious 
prejudice and fuperftition; and that tne new Revolu- 
tion to l>e effe&ed is the re-union of Princes with Phi- 
lofophy* to overthrow that empire and enfure the tri- 
umph. of reafon. Should the ferene adept be ftartled 
at liis having fwom never to flatter the great nor to be 
a florae to Princes , he will he reconciled again by the lat- 
ter part of the oath, where he engages to look upon Ins 
dome flic, civil, and foetal duties as mofl [acred. But 
let him form what opinion he may as to Ins initiation, 
he has neverthelefi fwom, that he will proteft the Bro- 
therhood from fuperftition aud defpotifm ; tlmt be will 
obey the mofl excellent fuperiors oj the Order ; that he 
will favour its progrefs with all his power, and that 
he believes it alone to be in pofTeifioii of the fecrets of 
real Mafonry. 

In the left important clafs of adepts, fliould any ftill 
hanker after their Theofophical ideas, that is to fay, 
fhould Weifhaupt defpair of ever infufing into them 
its Anarchical and Atheiftical principles, they are con* 
demned to become flationary in this degree ; and he 
impofes on them as a talk the explication of all the 
Hieroglyphics of Mafonry, which they may fet to the 
tune of the grand Revolution. Under pretence of di£ 
covering a more perfect religion, he perfuaded them 
that Chriftianity was at this day nothing fnore than fu- 
.perftition and tyranny. He has infufed into them his 
hatred for the Priefthood and the drifting forms of 
Government. That will fuffice to procure him agents 
of deftruttion ; as to re-edification, he has not fo much 
as mentioned it to them. 

But fliould there be found among the number of i» <?utie» 
Knights men who of themfelves dive into the meaning 
of that great Revolution which only deprived man of 
his primitive dignity by fubje&ing him to the laws of 
civil fociety, fliould they have comprehended the 
meaning of this other revolution winch is to reftore 
every thing by re-eftabli filing man in his primitive in- 
dependence,. nich men will be pointed out by the Scru- 
tators. It is at them that the Code particularly aims 
when it fays, Let the Scotch Kniglsts ferioufly njlert, 

Yol. III. O 


Digitized by Google 



9 ° 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


that they are prefuling over a grand ejlablifiment , whoft 
ebjeti is the bappinefs of mankind . Id fhort, thefe 
Knights have to aft the parts of fuperiors in the order ; 
they are the Infpeftors or the Din dors of all the pre- 
paratory clafs. They have on that account* aflemblies 
peculiar to themfelves, called Secret Chapters . The 
firft duty of thefe chapters is, to watch over the in- 
terefts of the Order within their diftrift. “ The Scotch 
Knights, fays their firft inftruftion, are to pay parti- 
cular attention to the difiovery of any plans which may 
contribute to fill the coffers of the Order . It were 
much to be wifiyed that thy could devife means of puU 
ting the Order mto poffcffion of fome confiderable reve- 
nues in their province . — He that flyall have rendered 
Jo fignal a fervice tnujl never hefitate at believing that 
theft revenues are employed in the mojl noble purpofes . — 
The whole mufi labour with all their might to confo - 
lidate the edifice little by little within their dijirifl , until 
the finances of the Order JhaU be found to be competent 
to its views.* 

The fecond part of the Code entrufts thefe Knights 
with the government of the preparatory clafs. Each 
Knight is to correfpond with a certain number of 
brethren who have the direftion of the Minerval aca- 
demies. The Code contains inftruftions which point 
out to them upon what objefts they are permitted to 
decide ; what brethren they are to forward or thwart 
in their promotion ; and what reports they are to 
make to their fuperiors. In their correfpondence with 
their inferiors they make ufe of the common cypher, 
but when they write to the chiefs they employ a pecu- 
liar charafter which may truly be called hieroglyphic. 

They are particularly charged with the inlpeftion 
of the Major Illuminees. “ The Scotch Knights , 3 99 
fays the Code, “ (hall be particularly attentive that 
t€ the Major Illuminees do not negleft to mention in 
“ their monthly letters fuch employments as they may 
“ have to difpofe of.”f 

I have fhown, in die foregoing chapter, how ufe*» 
ful and indeed how neceflary this precaution proved 
for recompenfing the zeal of the brethren. The adept 
Knigge wiflied to demonftratc that it might be equally. 

• See firft InftrudHon for this degree. 

f Second Inftrudtton, No. 13. 
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ufeful for princes, when combined with the fcrutinL 
zing code. “ Let us fuppofe,” fays he, “ that a Prince* 

“ having an Illuminee tor his Minifter, wifhes to find 
u a proper pe'rfon to fill any vacant office ; by means 
“ of the Scrutators, the Minifter may immediately 
“ prefent the faithful portrait of divers perfonages, 
u from among whom the Prince will only have to 
iC make his ele&ion.** But every reader, I hope, will 
recollect, that in confequence of the oath that has 
been taken by the Minifter to difpofe of all places in 
favour of the brethren, and that according to the di- 
reftion of the Knights, he will only prefent fuch adepts 
for thofe offices as the Order fliall have chofen ; and 
thus will Illuminifm foon difpofe of all benefices, em- 
ployments, and dignities, and have the entire direftion 
of the whole power of the State. 

Meanwhile, until the Se<ft fliall exert this influence its inftrue. 
over Courts, the Scotch Knights are to acquire an ab- 
folute fway in the Mafonic lodges. Their laws on this pree-Ma- 
head deferve particular attention. We fhall felecl the fonry. 
following : 

“ In every town of any note fituated within their 
diftrift, the fecret chapters fhall eftablifh lodges for 
the three ordinary degrees, and fhall caufe men of 
found morals, of good repuDe, and of eafy circum* 
ftances, to be received in thefe lodges. Such men 
are much to be fought after, and are to be made 
Mafons, even though they flnuld not be of any fervice. 
to Illuminifm in its ulterior projects .”f 

“ If there already cxifts a lodge in any given town, 
the Knights of Illuminifm mutt find means of efta- 
bli filing a more legitimate one ; at lead, they fhould 
fpare no pains to gain the afcendancy in thofe which 
they find eftablifhed, either to reform or to defray 
them”% 

“ They rauft ftrongty exhort the members of our 
lodges not to frequent (without leave of their iuperi- 
ors) any of thole pretended conftituted lodges, who. 
hold nothin v of the EngliJI) but their diplomas , and feme . 
few fymbols and ceremonies which they do not under < 

* Laft Obfervations of Philo, Page 95. 

{ Third Inftru&ion tor the fame degree. No. 1. 

Third Irjftru&ioa for the fame degree, No. 3.. 

Yoi. m. o 1 
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ftand . All fucli brethren are perfectly ignorant of 
true Mafonry, of its grand object, and its real patrons. 
Though fome of the greateft merit are to be found in 
fuch lodges, we neverthelefs have ftrong reafons for 
not readily allowing them to vilit ours.”* 

“ Our Scotch Knights mult pay great attention to 
the regularity of the fubordinate lodges, and tnttft 
above all things attend to the preparation of candidates . 
It is here that in a private intcrcowfe they will fhow a 
man that they have probed him to the quick. Surprifi 
him by fome enfnaring quejlion in order to obferve 
whether he has any prefence of mind. If he be not 
(launch to his principles, and fiiould expofe his weak 
fide, make him fed how great his neceffities are, and 
how necellary it is for him to be guided entirely 
by us.”f 

“ The Deputy Matter of the Lodge (who is generally 
the auditor of the accounts) mutt aifo be a member of 
our Secret Chapter. He will perfnade the lodges that 
they alone difpofe of their funds ; but he will take care to 
employ them according to the views of the Order . Should 
it at any time be neceflary to help one of our brethren, 
the propofition is made to the lodge ; though the bro- 
ther Ihould not even be a Mafon, no matter , fome ex- 
pedient mu/l be found to carry the point 

“ No part of the capital, however, mutt in any cafe 
be alienated, that hereafter we may find the necejfary 
funds for the moft important undertakings . The tenth 
part of the fubferiptions of thefe lodges mutt be am 
nually carried to the Secret Chapter. The treafurer to 
whom thefe funds mutt be tranfmitted, {hall colled 
them, and endeavour by all hinds of expedients to 
augment tbem”% 

“ But before any part of our own funds are appro, 
priated to the help of any of our brethren, every effort 
ihall be made to procure the neceflary fuccours from 
the funds belonging to lodges which do not pertain to 
our fyllcin.— In general, the money which thefe lodges 
fpend in a ufelcfs manner , fimdd be converted to the ad- 
vancement of our grand objefl.”§ 

“ Whenever a learned Mafon {hall enter our Order, 

* Ibid. No. 5. I Ibid. No. 9. 

} Third InibniSUon for the lame degree, No. 1 %, § Ibid, 13. 
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he mud be put under the immediate dire&ion of our 
Scotch Knights.”* 

From what code can Weifhaupt, or his compiler 
Knigge, have feiecled fuch laws as thefe for their 
Scotch Knights ? Many readers will be ready to anfwer, 
that they muft have learned them from* a Mandrin, a 
Cartouche, or fome hero of the gibbet. But it is no 
filch thing i their own ingenuity was fufficient to in- 
vent fuch doftrines. Weimaupt lays down as a prin- 
ciple, rhat the end jujiifies the meant; he made the ap- 

i riicatiou of it when he taught his adepts to rob the 
ibraries of Princes and Religious Orders ; his compiler 
Knigge applies the fame principle to the funds ot the 
honeft Mafons ; and we fhall toon fee what ufe tliej 
made of thofe funds. It will be in vain for the lllumi- 
nee (more zealous for the honour of his founder than 
for that of the compiler Knigge) to objeft, that Weif- 
haupt never approved of the degree of Scotch Knight . 
It is true he never much admired it. But it is not the 
fyftem of theft (evidently deduced from his own prin- 
ciples) that he reprobates; not a fingle expreffion in 
any of his letters can denote that he did fo ; for Knigge 
might have anfwered, what do thofe fools of Mafons do 
with that money ? juft as Weifhaupt had written what 
do thofe rafcals of Monks do with their rare books ? He 
blamed it not for its principles, but becaufe he thought 
it a mifcralilc compojition ; der elende Scottifche ritter 
grade are the terms in which he exprefles his contempt. 
When he correfted this degree, the thefts were not the 
parts which he expunged ; they were too fcrviccable 
to the Order. Weifhaupt, however, confented to let 
this degree (fuch as it was) ferve as a preparation for 
the myftcries of his Epoptes; that is to fay, for his 
priejls of Illummifm; and when eonfidcred in that 
light it may be truly faid, that the Knights brigands 
were but pitiful and miferable indeed. I will/how- 
ever^jive the reader an opportunity of judging for 

• Third Inflm&ion tor the fame degree, No* 16; 
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Qwdlioiw, 
or prelimi- 
nary exam- 


CHAP. IX. 

Seventh Part of the Code of the IUunthiees. — Clafs of the 
Myjteries . — Of the lejfer Myjleries ; tlx Epopt or 
Pricji of IUuminiftn. 

H OWEVER accurately the Se& may have afcer* 
taincd the progrefs of its adepts in the prepara- 
tory degrees, ftill Weilhaupt feems to fear that fome 
may be {tarried when they come to be acquainted with 
the ultimate views of Illuminifm. He wiflies therefore 
to lead them to his darkeft plots by gradual {hades* 
Hence the diviilon of lefier and greater myfteries, and 
the ‘fubdivilioo into degrees. The firft degree into 
which the adepts are initiated in this clafs is that of 
Epopt ; but thefe new dignitaries are only known by 
that title to the inferior clafs j die higher degrees caU 
them Pricjls.* 

Let not the reader take alarm at the denomination 
of lejfer myjleries , as if they were of no confequence ; 
for he will gradually, as he afccnds, difcover their dark 
defigns and dealings. But before the adept is allowed 
to proceed, he muft colleft every thing that his mind, 
his memory, or all his former lcflbns can afford, of 
anti-religious and anti-focial principles, to enable him to 
jjive written anfwers to the following queftions : 

“ I. Do you think the prefent {late of nations corre- 
fponds with the object for which man was placed upon 
earth? For example, do governments, civil affociations, 
or religion, attain the ends for which they were de- 
figned ? Do the fciences to which men apply furnifli 
them with real lights; are they conducive (as they 
ought to be) to real happinefs ? Are they not, on the 
contrary, the offspring or numberlefe wants, and of the 
unnatural ftate in which men live ? Are they not the 
crude inventions of crazy brains, or of geniufes labori- 
oufly fubtle ?” 

■ “ II. What civil affociations and what tcienccs do you 
think tend or do not tend to the grand object ? Did 
there not formerly exift an order of things more fini- 
ple ? What fort of an idea can you form of that an- 
cient (late of the world ?” 

• Philo to Sparucus*— IaHru&ion* for this degree* 
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* HI. Now that we have palled through all thofe 
nullities (or through all thofe ufelefs and vam forms of 
our civil conjiittuions) do you think that it would be 
poflible to return back to the original and noble limplici- 
ty of our forefathers ? Suppofing we had returned to it, 
would not our paft misfortune render that ftate more 
durable ? Would not all mankind be in a limilar ftate 
with an individual who, having enjoyed the lweets of 
innocence during his childhood, and fallen a prey to 
error and his paflions during his youth, at length,, in- • 
ftrufted by the rilks he has run, and by experience, 
endeavours to return to that innocence and purity 
which rendered his childhood fo happy 

“ IV. What means were belt to be employed for 
ceftoring mankind to that happy ftate ? Should it be 
by public meafures, by violent revolutions, or by any 
means that fhould enfure fuccefs ?” 

“ V. Does not the Chriftian Religion in all its puri- 
ty afford fome indications, does it not hint at fome 
ftate or happinefs limilar to this? Does it not even 
prepare it ?” 

“ VI. Is this holy and fimple religion really what 
different fc&s profefs it to be at this prefent day, or is 
it more perfed 

“ VII. Can this more perfeft Chriftianity be known 
or taught ? Could the world (fuch as it now is) fupport 
a ftronger degree of light ? Do you not think that, be- 
fore the number lefs obftacles could be. removed, it 
would be proper to preach to mankind a religion 
more perfed, a philofophy more elevated, and the art 
of each one’s governing himfclf according to his 
greateft advantage ?” 

“ VIII. Would not our moral and political views 
lead men to oppofe this blefling ? From our political 
and moral views then, or from an ill-judged intereft, 
or even from deep-rooted prejudices, thefe obftacles 
-originate. If men, therefore, oppofe the renovation 
of nyman happinefs, is it not becaufe. Haves to ancient 
forms, they rejed and reprobate every thing which is 
not to be found in thofe forms, though it fhould be the 
moil natural, the grandeft, and molt noble of all 
pollible things ? Does not perfonal intereft, alas ! ac 
prefent predominate over the general intereft of man? 
kind ?” 
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* r IX. Muft we not then filenriy and gradually reme« 
dy thofe diforders before we can flatter ourfelves with 
the re-eftabli(hment of the golden age ? Meanwhile, is 
it not advifeable to dijfsniinate the truth in Secret 
Societies ?” 

“ X. Can we trace any filch fecret doCtrine in the 
ancient fchools of the fages, or in the allegorical 
leffons given by Jefus Chriu, the Saviour and liberator 
of mankind, to his mod intimate difciples ? Have you 
not obferved a fort of gradual education in that art 
which you fee has been traufmitted to our Order, from 
the higheft antiquity ?”* 

initiation of Should the anfwers of the Candidate to all thefe 
the Epopu queftions (how that the progrds he has made in his 
gradual education is not what the Order had reafon 
to expeCt, lie will folicit in vain the advancement he 
hoped for. Should his anfwers be equivocal, he will 
receive orders to prepare new ones, or to be more ex- 
plicit, f But if he (how the proper difpofitions, and 
the Scft forefee no probability of his being ttartled at 
the leffons of the Hierophant on thofe grand objefta 
which are to be difdofed to him, the Superiors give 
their affent, and a fynod of the illuminizea priefthood 
is held. The day of the initiation is fixed. At the 
hour agreed upon, the introducing adept Waits upon 
his new profelyte and takes him into a carriage. The 
windows being clofed, the candidate blind-folded, and 
the coachman continually winding and varying his 
courfe, are precautions more than iufficient to hinder 
the profelyte from ever being able to trace the fpot 
to which he is conducted. Led by the hand, and ftill 
blind-folded, he (lowly afeends to the porch of the 
temple of the nhyfterics. His guide then divefts him 
of the Mafonic infignia, purs a drawn fword into his 
hand, takes off the bandage from his eyes, and leaves 
him, ftriCily forbidding him to proceed a ftep' until be 
hears the voice which is to call him. He is then left 
to his reflections. 

With refpcCl to the pomp of the myfteries, when 
the Brethren celebrate them in all their fplendour, the 
walls of the temple are hung in red, and lighted up 
with an itnmenfe number of candles or lamps. A. 

• IfiftnuStion for tills degree. 

t Ihid. further iiiflru&ion# on the admiflion to the degree of PftelW - 
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Voice is at length hoard, faying, u Come ! eater unh*p» 
u py fugitive l The fathers wait for you ; enter and 
u {hut the door after you.” The prolelyte obeys the 
voice which calls fyufu At the bottom of the temple 
He beholds a throne under a rich canopy with a table 
before it, on which lie a crown, a feeptre, a fwonk 
fbme pieces of gold money, and precious jewels, all 
interlaid with chains. At the foot of this table, on a 
fcarkt culhion, is thrown a white robe, a girdle, and 
$hp Ample onvaments of the facerdotal coftume* Thp 
ferofelyte, (landing at the bottom of the temple and in 
front of the throne, is addreffed by the Hierophant a# 
follows : “ Behold and fix thine eyes on the fplendour 

of the throne> If all this childi/h flummery, theft 
u crowns, tbefe feeptres, aud ail theft monuments of 
* y human degradation, have any charms in. you r eye^ 
u (peoh $ and it may be in our power to gratify your 
(i wiihes. Unhappy man 1 if Inch are your objc&s, if 

* you with to rife |to power that ypp may affift in the 

* opprefflon of yojur Brethren, go, and a? yopr peri# 
“ make the trial- Arc you in -quell of power, of 
u force, of fa|ft honours, and pf fuch, fyperfluitic% 
** we wiU labour fpr you *, we will procure fuch traph 
t* flont advantages for you, wp will place you as neaf 

* the throne as you can defire, ajnd wiU ftave you tp 
* l the confequences pf ypur folly* but pbferve, ou£ 
** fan&uary fhall be for ever fhut ugainfl: you.” ^ , 

a On die contrary, do you wifh to be initiated into 
** wtfdpm, would you teach the art of rendering men 
M better, more free and more happy, then be welcome, 
gi be thrice welcome. Here you behold tlie attributes 
4t of Royalty, and there, on the cufhion, you fee thp 
“ modelt vefitment of innocence j make thy choice, and 
u let it be the choice which thy heart fhail deflate” 

If contrary to all expe$aflon$, the Candidate fibould 
make choice of the regalia, he bears a thundering 
voice exclaim, Mopfter, retire ! ccafe to pollute this 
M holy place ! Begone, fly, before it be too late.” At 
4hefe words he is led out of the temple by the Brother 
.who introduced him.—flut ibould lie chyfe the white 
robe, how different will be the language ! “ Health 

f< and Mutation to (by great and noble foul ! Such 
V was the choice we expetfted from you. But flop, it 
Yol. HI. P 
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** is not permitted to you to invert yourfelf with tfiaP 
u robe, until you have learned to what you arc ill 
u future deftined by us.”* 

The Candidate is then ordered to be feated. Thtf 
Code of the Myfteries is opened* and the Brethren in 
flftnee attend to the Oracles of the Hierophant. 

Now, reader, you who have been through fo lohg a 
courfe of trials, queftions, rituals, and iniidious degrees* 
who have been led through all the preparatory laby- 
rinth of illuminizcd education, if ftill you be in the 
dark as to the objeft of foch precautions and artificer 
follow me into this den which the Seft dares call the 
holy place ; feat thyfeif by the adept, and liften to their 
Oracles.— Tliis is the mafter-piece of the founder. Heaf 
with patience, though your indignation fhould be ex- 
cited by his monftrous fertility in Sophifm, in impiety,"* 
in blafphemy againft your golpel ana your God, treach- 
ery againft your Magiftrates, your country, and its 
laws, againft; your titles and your rights, againft thofe 
of yo&r anceftors and your progeny^-Lct Kings iand 
Subjefts, the rich and poor, the merchant and the la- 
bourer, let every clafs of citizens attend ; let thfciA 
hearken, and karn at length what hellifh plots are 
contriving againft them in the dark recedes of thefe 
diabolical dens. In vain (hall the lethargic foul accufe 
us of credulity or groundlefs terrors. Thofe lefloiiB 
which the Se<ft view as the mafter-piece of their codi 
lie before me, fuch as they flowed from the pen of the 
Legiflator, fuch as they were publifhed by order of thi 
Sovereign who feized the archives of the Seft, that all 
nations might learn the dreadful dangers with which 
they were menaced, f I have them again embellifhed 
by the compiler of the Seft, corrected and reviewed by 
the Council of the Areopagites, attefted by the compiler 
as true and conformable to the copy ligned and fealed 
with the fignet of the Seft.f 

Read then, and rock thyfeif to fleep in the cradle of 
voluntary ignorance if thou canft, content with having 
offered thyfeif that every confpiracy againft the ex- 
iftence of civil fociety or of all government whatever, 

* Ibid, further Inftru&ions on the admidion to the degree of ’Pricft. 

f Original Writings, Vol. II. Part a. 

t Laft Works of Philo and Spartacus, from Page io to 70, and cert*- 
fi cates of Philo at the beginning'of this degree. 
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every confpiracy, againft the exiftence of property, can 
be but a chimera. 

It is to the Candidate, and in prefence of the Breth- 
ren already initiated to thcfe myllcries, that the Illu- 
minizing Prefident addreflcs the following difcourfc : 

Difcowfe of the Hierophant for the Degree of Priejljt 
Epopt of the Illummces.% 

u At length (he fays) the time of your reward luc- 
eeeds to the trials or an aftiduous preparation. At 
prefent you know yourfelf, and have learned to know 
others ; you are what you ought to be, fuch as we 
wifhed to fee you. It will now be your duty to con- 
dud: others.— What you already know, and what you 
are about to learn, will expole to your view the ex- 
treme weaknels of human nature. In this advantage 
alone lies the true fource of power which one man ex- 
crcifes over another. The dark clouds diflipate ; the 
fun of light rifes ; the gates of the fanftuary unfold ; 
a portion of our myftenes is going to be revealed to 
you. Let the gates of the temple be Ihut againft the 
profane $ I will only fpeak to the llluftrious, to the 
Holy* to the Eleft. I fpeak to thofe who have ears 
to hear, who have tongues which they can com- 
mand, and who. have minds fufficiently enlightened 
to underftand; 

“ Surrounded by the Hluftrious, you are about to* 
enter into that clals which bears an eflential part in the 
government of our fublime Order. But do you know 
what it is to govern, can you conceive what this right 
can be in a fecret fociety ? To exercife fuch an empire, 
not over the vulgar or the grandees of the people, but 

J I have compared the two editions of this difeourfe. The firft gives 
it juil as Wcifhaapt compofed and pronounced it at his firfl initiations. 
Tne fecond lias been corre&ed by his adept the Baron Knigge, known 
by the chara&eriftic of Philo. All the difference that I could obfervo 
was a flight refinement of the ftyle in fome pacts, while prolix paf- 
Cages had Deen added in others. I remarked, that the Compiler Kmggc 
had literally copied all the impious, feditious, and frantic leffons of thi 
original— I have given the preference to the original. In place of addings 
I lhall rather retrench, and only mention the moll linking paffages, 
making fuch refleclions as circumflances may require. Weifliaupt, ac- 
cording to the idiom of the German language, always addrelled tho 
Candidate in the third perfon plural : in this particular, we have follow?., 
td Knigge’s corre&ion, as nacre fuitable with our language. 

Voi IIL B x 
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teer the molt aecomplifhed men, over men in &H fht* 
tions, of all nations, of all religions ; to reign over them 
without any exterior conftraint, to keep them united 
by durable bonds, to hrfpire them all with one fpirit % 
to govern with all poffible precifion, activity, and fi. 
Iqpce, men fpread over the whole furface of the globe, 
even to its utmoft confines. This is a problem which 
no political wifdom has ever been able to folve. To 
reunite the difthiftions of Equality, Defpotifm, artd Li- 
berty ; to prevent the treafons and periecutions which 
would be the inevitable confcquences ; of nothing, to 
create great things ; to (land firm againft the fwelling 
torrent of evils and abufe ; to make happinefe univer- 
fally fhine cto human nature ; would be a maftcr-piece 
of morality and polity reunited. The civil conftitu- 
tions of dates offer but little aid to fuch an undertak- 
ing. Fear and violence are their grand engines ; 
with us, each one is voluntarily to lend his affiitancc* 
.... Were men what they ought to be, we might on 
their firft admiflion into our fociety explain the great- 
nefs of our plans to them ; but the lure of a fccret is 
perhaps the only mean of retaining thofe who might 
turn their backs upon us as foon as their curiofity had 
been gratified : The ignorance or imperfect education 
of many makes it requifite that they ihould be firft 
formed by our moral leflons. The complaints, the 
murmurs of others againft the trials to which we are* 
obliged to condemn them, fufHciently fliow you what' 
pains we muft beftow, with what patience and what 
conftancy we muft be endowed; how intenfely the* love 
of the grand objeft muft glow in our hearts, to make 
us keep true to onr pofts in the midft of fuch unthank- 
ful labour ; and not abandon for ever the hope of re- 
generating mankind.” 

“ It is to partake with us of thefe labours that you 
have been called. To obferve others day and night % 
to form them, to fuccour them, to watch over them ; 
to ftimulate the courage of the pufillanimous, the ac- 
tivity and the zeal of the lukewarm ; to inftruft the igi 
tiorant ; to raife up thofe who have fallen, to fortify 
thofe who dagger ; to reprefs the ardour of rafhnefs, 
to prevent difunion ; to veil the faults and weaknefles 
of others ; to guard againft the acute inquifitivenefs of 
wit ; to prevent imprudence and treafqji ; in fhort, to 
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maintain the fubor donation to and efteem of our Su- 
periors, and friendlhip and union among the Brethren, 
are the duties, among others {till greater, that we 
impofe upon you.” 

“ Have you any idea of fecrct focieties ; of the rank 
f they hold, or of the parts they perform in the events 
of this world l Do you view them as infignificant or 
tranfient meteors ? O, Brother ! God and Nature, when 
difpofing of all things according to the proper times 
and places, had their admirable ends in view ; and they 
make ufe of tbefe fecret focieties as the only and as the 
mdifpenfoble means of conducting us thither 

u Hearken, and may you be filled with admiration I 
This is the point wbirher all the moral tends ; it is on 
this that depends the knowledge of the right of fecret 
focieties, of all our do&rine, of all our ideas of good 
and bad, of juft and unjuft. You are here fituated be- 
tween the world paft and the world to come. Caft 
your eyes boldly on what has palTed, and in an inftanc 
ten thoufand bolts {hall fall, and thoufands of gates 
fhall bur ft open to futurity— You (hall behold the mex- 
hauftible riches of God and of Nature, the degradation 
and the dignity of man. You (hall fee the world and 
human nature in its youth, if not in its childhood, even 
there where you thought to find it in its decrepitude 
and verging towards its ruin and ignominy ." 

Should this long exordium, which I have neverthe- 
lefe abridged, have fatigued the reader, let him reft 
and reflect for an inftant* The enthufiaftic drain 
which predominates in this firft part pervades the 
whole. Weifhaupt thought it neceflary to his objcdl 
to afford his profelytes no time for reflcftion. He be-, 
gins by inflaming them; he promifes great things; 
roough this impious and artful mountebank knows 
that he is going to fob them off with the greateft fol- 
lies, the grofleft impieties and errors. 1 have called 
him an impious ana artful mountebank; but that is 
falling far fnort of what the proofs atteft. Weifhaupt 
knows that he deceives, and wifhes to delude his pro- 
felytes in the moft atrocious manner. When he has 
milled, he fcofis at them, and with his confidants de- 
cides their imbecility. He has, however, his reafons 
for beguiling them, and knows for what ufes he in- 
tends them when be has infilled into them his erroneous 
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and vicious principles. The greater the confide ration 
they may enjoy in the world, the more heartily he 
laughs at their deiufion. He thus writes to his inti- 
mate friends : “ You cannot conceive how much my 

degree of Prieft is admired by our people. But 
“ what is the moft extraordinary is, that feveral great 
u proteftant and reformed divines, who are of our Or- 

* der, really believe that that part of the difeourfe 
a which alludes to religion contains the true fpirit and 
u real fenfe of Chriftianity ; poor mortals / what could 
u I not make you believe ? — Candidly I own to you, 

* that I never thought of becoming the founder of a. 
u religion.** In this manner does the itnpoftor de- 
lude his followers, and then feoffs at them in private. 
Thefe great divines were probably of that clafs among 
the proteftants which we fhould, among us, call apot 
tates, a Syeyes or an Autun, for example ; for it is 
impoffible that any man endowed with common fenfe 
or candour could avoid feeing that the whole tendency 
of this long difeourfe is the total overthrow of all re- 
ligion and of all government. 

A fecond obfervation well worthy the notice of our 
readers is, the extreme importance which the SeCt gives 
to fccrct focieties , and what mighty expectations it 
grounds on their myfterious exiltence. Let nations 
and chiefs of nations examine themfelves, refleCt whe- 
ther they have ever calculated the means and impor- 
tance or thefe fecret focieties fo well as thofe whd 
founded them ; and fay, whether fear and diffidence 
on the one fide fhould not keep pace with the expecta- 
tions and confidence of the other. But let us return 
to the Lodge wherein Weifhaupt initiates his adepts. 

Continuing his enthufiaftic (train, the Hierophant in- 
forms the profelyte, that Nature, having a great plan 
to develop, begins by the lefler and moft imperfeft 
parts ; that (he then regularly proceeds to the middle 
terms, to bring things to a (late of perfection ; which 
ftate may ferve as a point whence (he may again de-» 
part, to raife them to a higher order of perfection. 

“ Nature (fays he) makes us begin at infancy, from 
infancy (he raifes us to manhood. She at firft left us 
in the favage ftate, but foon brought us to civilization* 

• Orig. Writ. VoL IL Let. 18, from Weifhaupt to Zwack, 
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perhaps that we might be more fcnfible, more eflrap* 
tured and tenacious of what we are, from viewing the 
contrail of what we were. But to what changes, and 
thofe of an order infinitely more important, does our 
future dediny lead us \ n 

Were the candidate mafter of his own reafon, he 
mud conclude from thefe principles, that human na- 
ture had acquired perfection when palling from the 
favage (late to that of civil fociety ; that if he is dill 
to acquire perfeftion it can never be by returning to 
Ins primitive Hate. But fophifters have their tortuofU 
ties, and the adepts are involved in a folly and biind- 
nefs, with which the Almighty God permits them to 
be ftricken, fince they prefer error to truth, and inv 
piety to Cliridianity. 

“ As has the individual man (continues the Hienv 
t) fo human nature in the aggregate has its child- 
, ks youth, its manhood, and its old age. At each 
of thefe periods mankind learn and are fubjeCt to frefh 
wants — hence arife their political and moral revolu- 
tions It is at the age of manhood that human na- 

ture appears in all its dignity. It is then that, taught 
by long experience, man conceives at length how great 
a misfortune it is for him to invade the rights of others, 
to avail himfelf of fome few advantages, purely exte- 
rior, to raife himfelf, to the prejudice of others. It is 
then that he fees and feels the happinefs and dignity of 
man.” 

“ The firft age of mankind is that of favage and 
nncouth nature. A family is the whole fociety ; 
hungqr and third eafily quenched, a fhelter from the 
inclemency of the feafons, a woman, and after fatigue, 
Ted, are then the only wants. At that period , men en- 
joyed the two moft inejiimabk ble flings Equality ajco 
Liberty; they enjoyed them to their utmojt extent ; 
they would have forever enjoyed them r bad they chofen to 
follow the track which Nature had traced for them — or 
had it not entered the plans of God and Nature fird to 
{how man for. what happinefs he was defined ; happi- 
nefs the more precious, as he had begun by tading of 
it; happinefs fo early lod, but indantaneoufly regretted 
ahd fruitlefsly fought after, until he fhould have learn- 
ed how to make a proper ufe of his ftrengtb, and how to 
fonduft himfelf in his intejTQurfe with the red of 
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mankind. In his primitive ftate he was deftkute of 
the conveniencies of life, but he was not on that a<> 
count unhappy ; not knowing them he did not feel 
the want of them. Health was his ordinary dare, and 
phyfical pain was his only fource of uueaune &— Oh 
happy mortals / who were not fufficiently enlightened to 
iiijiurb the repofi of your mind , or to feel tbofe great 
agents of our miferies the love of power mid of dijtinc* 
tionsy the propenfity to fenfuality, the third after the 
rcprefentative figns of all wealth, tbofe fruly. originat 
fins with a& their progeny, envy, avarice* intcmpe* 
raace, Gckncfi, and all the tortures of imagination ! 
i Thus we fee this primitive and favage date, this 
firft eflay of Nature, already transformed (in the 
mouth of the Hierophant) into thc^ happied ftate that 
man ever knew \ Eftudky and Liberty are the fove- 
reign principles of happinefe in that ftate. Should the 
reader be as much blinded as the profelyte, and not 
fee whither all this is tending, let him proceed, and 
hear how man was deprivesl of this happiuels by tba 
inftkutioa of dvil focieties. ^ _ r 

« An unfort unat e gems ioon vivifies is the breatt of 
•wan , and his primitive peace and felicity dhappear.” 

« As femiEes multiplied, the means of fiibuftenc, 
■began to fail ; the nomade (or roaming) life ceafed, and 
PROPERTY flatted into exigence ; men chofe habv- 
rations j agriculture made them intermix. Language 
became univerfal ; living together, one man began to 
jncafitre his ftrengtls with another, and the weaker 
were diftingu'rfhed from the ftronger. This undoubo- 
•ectiy created the idea of mutual defence, of one md.i- 
vidual governing divers families reunited, and of thus 
defending their perfons and their fields againft the i»- 
'vafion of an enemy ; but hence Liberty was ruined 
in its foundation and EoyAtiT* difappeared. 

« Opprefled with wants unknown until that period, 
man perceived that his own powers were no longer 
Sufficient. To fupply this defied, the weakeft impru- 
dently fubmitted to the ftrongeft or to the wifeft ; not 
however to be ill-treated, but that he might be pro- 
tected, condufted, and enlightened.— -All fubmiffioii, 
-therefore, even of the moft unpoBfhed mortal, has an 
exiftence only in as much as he wants the perfon to 
whom he fubje&s bimfeU? and«oo the expreft c ondi ti on 
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that that perfon can fuccour him. His power cectfes 
when my weaknefs no longer exijls , or when another 
acquires fuperiorily . Kings are fathers ; the patented 
power is at an end when the clnld has acquired Ins 
ftrength . The father would offend his children if be 
pretended to prolong his rights beyond that term * Every 
man having attained to years of difcretioti may govern 
himfelft when a vjhole nation therefore is arrived at 
that period , there can exift no further plea for keeping 
it in wardfhipP 

In putting fuch language into the mouth of the Hie- 
rophant, the founder of Illuminifni bad too well ftudied 
the ftrength and illufion of words ; he had been too 
cautious in the choice and preparation of his adepts 
ever to fear that any of them would anfwer, “ You 
who thus give oracles, what do you underftand by na- 
tions having attained their majority ? Without doubt 
fuch as, having emerged from ignorance and bar- 
barifm, have acquired the lights neceflary for their 
happinefs ; and to what can they be indebted for thefe 
lights and this happinefs, if not to their civil affocia- 
tton ? It will be then, if ever, that they will find it 
both reafonable and neceflary to remain under the 
guar'dianjhip of their laws and of their government, 
left they fhould fall back into the barbarifm and ig- 
norance of the roaming clans, or be precipitated into 
the horrors of anarchy, from revolution to revolution, 
under the fucceflive tyranny of the brigand, of the ex- 
ecutioner of the fophifticated defpot, or under that of 
a fophifter Syeyes and his eolegiflative Marfeillois, of 
a Robefpierre and his guillotines, of the Triumvirs 
and their proferiptions. The populace alone in the 
minority of ignorance, the fopbifters alone in the 
majority of wickednefi and corruption, fliaU applaud 
thy myfteries.” 

Certain of not meeting with fuch reflections from 
the adepts, the Hierophant continues to inculcate his 
principles by attributing every thing to ftrength, and 
deftroying all principles of morality or of reafon, 
though he will affeCt the tone of both ; and ends by 
forming his judgment on man in fociety, as he would 
judge tigers and wild bcafts in the forefts— Thefe are 
his new doCtrines. 

* Vol. III. ’ % 


Digitized by Google 



lo6 the antisocial conspiracy 

** Never did ftrength fubmit to weaknefs.— Nature 
has dedined the weak to ferve, becaufe they have 
tvants ; the ftrong man to govern, bccaufe he can b© 
ufeful. Let the one lofe his force, and the other ac- 
quire it, they will then change fituations, and he that 
obeyed will command. He that (lands in need of an- 
other, alfo depends upon him, and he has renounced 
to him his rights. Hence few wants is the firft ftep to- 
wards liberty. It is for this reajbn that the favages are 
tl>e moji enlightened of men, and perhaps they alone are 
free .* When wants are durable, fervitude is alfo lad- 
ing. Safety is a durable want. Had men refrained 
from all injudicc, they would have remained free ; it 
was injudice which made them bend beneath the yoke. 
To acquire fafety, they depofited the whole force in 
the hands of one man ; and thus created a new evil, 
that of fear. The work of their own hands frighten- 
ed them ; and to live in fafety they robbed thcmfclves 
of that very fafety. This is the cafe of our govero- 
ments—JVhere then f hall we find a protecting force t In 
union ; but how rare alas ! is that union, except in our 
new and fecret aflociations, better guided by wi(dom> 
and leagued in draiter bonds 1 and hence it is that na- 
ture itfdf inclines us towards thefe aflociations.” 

Subtle as is the artifice in this defeription of human 
nature, and in that affeAation of beholding on the one 
fide nothing but tyrants and defpots, and on the other 
only opprefled and trembling (laves in the date of fo- 
ciety ; whatever (hare nature may have bad in the i»- 
drtution of focial order, or in reclaiming mankind from 
foreds and wilderneffcs to live under laws and a com- 
mon chief ; the Hierophant neverthelefs exultingly ex- 
claims, “ Such is the faithful and philofophic pifture of 
defpotifm and of liberty, of our wifhes and of our 
fears. Defpotifm was engrafted on liberty, and from 
defpotifm mall liberty once more fpring. The re- 
union of men in fociety is at once the cradle and the 
grave of defpotifm ; it is alfo the grave and cradle of 
liberty. We were once pojfejfed of liberty , and we loft 
it , but to find it again and never to lofe it more : to learn 
by the very privation of it the art of better enjoying it in 
future Reader, obferve thefe words ; if they do not 

* Darom find wiMe, und im Uikhitco grad ayfgckiarte, vcilleicht, 
die einzige freyc meofehen. 
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evidently point out the objeft of the SeCb, if you do not 
perceive the wifli of bringing mankind back to thofe 
times of the nomade herds of frvages , and of men det 
titute of property , laws, or government, read and con- 
vince yourfelf by what follows : u Nature drew men 
from the fewage ftate and re-united them in civil focie- 
ties ; from thefe fee tc ties we proceed to further wifhes 9 
and to a wifer choice (aus dm ftaateti tretten voir in neue 
Huger gcwahltc.) New ajfociations prefent themfelves 
to thefe wifhes, and by their means we return to the Jtate 
whence we came, not again to run the former cowfe, 

hut better to enjoy our new dejiiny let us explain 

this myrtery.^ 

“ Men then had pajfed from their peaceable ftate to the 
yoke of feivitude ; Eden , that terreftrial paradife, was loft 
to them, Subjefls of fin and flav&ry , they were reduced 
to fervitude, and obliged to gain their bread by the fiveat 
of their brow,— In the number of thefe men fome pro 
mifed to proteCt, and thus became their chiefs— at firft 
they reigned over herds or ctans~4feefe were foon ei- 
ther conquered, or united together in lorder to form a 
numerous people ; hence aroie nations and their chiefs 
—Kings' of nations. At the formation of dates and 
nations, the world ceafed to be a great family, to be a 
Angle empire ? the great bond of nature was rent 
sfunder." 

The impudence of fuch affertions muft adoniih the 
reader ; he will afk himfelf, can there poffibly exift 
beings' thus belying evidence itfelf, and pretending to 
fhow the univerfe forming but one and the fame fami- 
ly, and the grand bond of nature in thofe roaming and 
nattered herds, where the child can fcarcely walk 
when he is feparated from his father i How is it pof- 
fible to reprefent mankind as divorcing from the great 
family, at the very period when they unite under the 
fame chiefs and the fame laws, for their mutual pro- 
tection and fafety ? But, reader, fufpend thy indigna- 
tion. Let us call up in evidence againft the Seft thofe 
brigands and fophidicated murderers which it decora- 
ted with the high-founding title of Patriots , and which 
it dimulatcd to bloodihed and methodized murder by 
the fanaticiling founds of people , nation, country. At 
the very time that they rend the air with fuch accents* 
Voi. HL q. % 
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with names fo dear as they pretend, hear the maledic- 
tions which their myfteries heap upon every people , 
every nation, every country . 

At that period when mep re-united and formed na- 
tions, " they ceafed to acknowledge a common name — 
National* fm, or tlx: love for a particular nation, took 
place of the general love. With the divifion of the 
globe and of its ftates, benevolence was reftramed 
within certain limits, beyond which it could no longer 
trefpafs. — Then it became a merit to extend the 
bounds of ftates at the txpence of the neighbouring 
ones. Then it became lawful to abufe, offend, and 
defpife foreigners, to attain that end — and this virtue 
was Jfyled patriotifm ; and be was ftyled a patriot, who, 
juft towards his countrymen, and unjuft to others, was 
blind to the merits of ftrangers, and believed the very 
vices of his own country to be perfections. — In fuch a 
cafe, why not reftrain that love within a narrower 
conipafs, to citizens living in the fame town, or to the 
members of one family ; or why even fliould not each 
perfon have concentrated his afledions in himfelf ? IVe 
really beheld Patriotifm generating Localifm , the confined 
fpirit of families, and at length Egotijm . Hence the oru 
gin of jiates and governments, and of civil fociety, has 
really proved to he the feeds of difiord , ami Patriotifm 
has found its punijbment in ttfelf .... Diminifh, re - 
jed that love of the country, and mankind will once more 
leant to kntnv and love each other as men . Partiality 
being caft afide, that union of hearts wiU once more 
appear and expand itfelf— on the contrary, extend the 
bonds of Patriotifm, and you will teach man that it is 
impoflible to blame the clofer contra&ion of love, to a 
Angle family, to a Angle perfon, in a word, to the 
jb idefi EgotifmP 4 

But let us abridge thefe blafphemies. The Hiero- 
phanr, under pretence of Ms univerfal love, may vent 
his fpleen againft the diftin&ioiis of Greeks or Romans, 
of French or Englilh, of Italian or Spanifh, of Pagan 
or Jew, of CbrijHans or Mahometans , which denote 
nations and their religions: he may repeat, if he 
pleafes, that amidft tbele different denominations that 
of man is ova looked; what will be the relult of fuch 
declamation ? — With our Aluminizing cl odor, in com- 
mon with every clafs of the disorganizing fophifters* 
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is not this pretended univerfal love to be a cloak for 
the moft odious hypocrify ? He only pretends to uni? 
verfal philanthropy, that he may diljpenle with loving his 
neighbour. He detefts the love of one’s country, only 
becaufe he detefts the laws of nations ; he cannot even 
brook the love of one’s family (he has given us a fine 
fpecimen in the perfon of his After,) and he will lubfti- 
tute that univerfal love becaufe he is no more attached 
to them than he is to the Chinefe, the Tartar, or the 
Hottentot, wluch he neither has feen nor ever will fee, 
and that all human nature may be equally indifferent 
to him. He extends the bond that it may lofe its elaf- 
ticity and difcontinue its aftion. — He calls himfelf citi? 
ren of the univerfe, that he may ceafe to be a citizen 
in his own country, a friend in fociety, or a fond father 
and dutiful child in his own family. His love, he tells 
us, extends from pole to pole, that he may love nor 
thing that is near him. Such is the philanthropy of 
our C.ifmopolites ! 

The proielyte ftands aftonifhed in ftupid admiration 
at thefe expreffions of univerfal love. The Hierophant 
proceeds to the Codes of Nations. Still in extafy at 
thefe do&rines, he learns that they are in djre<9t oppofi- 
tion to the Imvs of nature; nor will he even perceive 
that his new code is in direft oppofition to the very 
firft laws of nature, as it eradicates the love of one’s 
own family and that of one’s country. Nor will be 
a(k, why the fulfilling of his duty towards his fellow* 
countrymen fhould hinder him from treating the bar- 
barian or the favage with proper affe&ion? Then 
follow new fophifms, to perfuade the adept that the 
original fault of man was, the dereliftion of the Equa- 
lity and Liberty of the favage flate by the indication of 
civil laws. 

Here, more than ever, are calumny and hatred 
blended with enthufiafm by the Hierophant, who, re- 
viewing the different ages of the world fince the exift- 
ence of civil inftitutiqns, pictures nations as groaning 
under oppreflion, defpotum, and flavery, or glutted 
with the blood of wars and revolutions, which always 
terminate in tyranny. At one time it is the reprefen- 
jta* ion of Kings furroundrog themfelves with herds or 
legions called foldiers, in order to gratify their ambi- 
tion by conquefts on Grangers, or to reign by terror 
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over their enflaved fubjefts ; at other times, it is the 
people themfelves brandilhing their arms, not to attack 
tyranny in its fource, but merely to change their ty- 
rants. If they think of giving themfelves reprefen ta- 
tives, it is thefe very reprefentatives, wfso 9 forgetting 
that they only bold their miffions and powers from the 
People, form Anjiocracies and Oligarchies , whitn all end 
by flowing into the general refervoir of Monarchy and 
Defpotjfin. He never lofes fight of his lophifm of hu- 
man nature degraded and vilified under the yoke of 
tyranny. Thefe declamations, enthufiaftically pro- 
nounced, at length make the profelyte exclaim, in uni- 
<bn with his mailer, “ A ire fuch then the confluences of 
u the inJHtution of Jfrtes and of civil focicty ? 0 folly f 
u oh people^* that you did not forefee the fate that await- 
u ed you; that you (hould yourfdves have feconded your 
u defpots in degrading human nature to firvitude , ami 
u even to the condition of the Irute ! n 

Could a true philofopher have been prefent, his heart 
mttfl have burft with generous indignation ; he would 
have abruptly challenged the Hierophant to declare 
whence he had learned to metamorphofe the annals of 
fociety into thofc of brigands and monfters ? Is the 
hiftory of mau then reduced to the records of plagues, 
famines, dorms, tempefts, or of convulfed elements > 
Have no ferene days ihone on man ? Shall the fun be 
reprefented as a malevolent object, becaufe it is fome- 
tirnes obfeured by fogs or clouds ? Are we to fly from 
our habitations bccaufe many have been deftroyed by 
fire ? Shall we curfe life and health becaufe we are 
fubjeft to pains and infirmities ? Why elfe this fable 
painting of the difafters which have in the courfe of 
ages befallen civil focicty ? Why are we to be iilent 
on the misfortunes from which it has preferved us, or 
on the advantages which it has heaped on man, in re- 
claiming him from the forefts ? 

But the voice of reafon cannot penetrate into the 
den of confpiracy. The oracles of Weifhaupt (hall 
there be confidently repeated by the Hierophant. He 
draws nigher and nigher to the grand objedl, to the 
means of making thofe misfortunes difappear, which 
originate, as he pretends, in the inftitution of laws 
and governments. “ Oh nature !” he continues, “ how 
great and inconteftible arc thy rights ! It is from the 
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Wortib of dilafter and mutual dedru&ion that the 
means of fafety fpring ! Oppreffion difappears becaufe 
it meets with abettors, and reafon regains its rights 
becaufe people widi to ftifle it. He, at lead, who 
wiflies to miflead others, ihould feck to govern them 
by the advantages of indru&ion and fcience. Kings 
themfelves at length perceive, that there is little glory 
in reigning over ignorant herds— Legiflators begin to 
acquire wifdom, and they favour property and induftry: 
— perverfe motives propagate the fciences, and Kings 
protect them as agents of oppreffion. Other men 
profit o them to invedigate the origin of their rights. 
They at length feize on that unknown mean of for- 
warding a revolution in the human mind, and of thus 
triumphing for ever over oppreffion. But the triumph 
would be of (hort duration, and man would fall back 
into his degraded date, had not Providence in thofe 
didant ages hufbanded the means which it has tranfmit- 
ted down to us, of fecretly meditating and at length 
operating the falvation of human kind. 

“ Theft means are , the fecret fc bools of Philo fop] yy. 
Theft fchools have been in all ages the archives of nature 
and of the rights of man. Thefc fchools frail one 
day retrieve the fall of human nature , and Princes and 
Nations shall disappear from the face of the 
earth, and that without any violence . Human nature 
{hall form one great family, and the earth (hall become 
the habitation of the man of reafon. — Morality (hall 
alone produce this great Revolution. The day f?all 
tome vjken each father f hall , like Abraham and the Pa- 
triarchs, become the Pt iejl and alfolute fovereign of his 
family . Reasom shall be the only book of laws, 
the foie code of man . This is one of our grand 
mysteries. Attend to the detnonjlration of it, and 
learn how it has been tranfmitted down to usA 

I have already faid, that had my objeft been only to 
prove the reality of a Confpiracy formed by Ilkiminifm 
againd the exidence of every fociety, every civil code, 
and every nation ; thefe leflons of the Hierophant 
would render every other proof fuperfluous. But that 
.the reader may know the full extent of the dangers 
which threaten us, it is neccflary that he ffiould be 
Blown how thofe plots of frenzy become really trans- 
formed into plots of profound wigkednefs ; that he 
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ffiotild be acquainted with the means employed erithu* 
fiaftically to inflame the minds of whole legions of 
adepts. Let us then attend to the Hierophant. If 
patience be necelfary to follow him, greater ftill has 
been neceflary to enable me to tranlcribe fuch 
dodrines. 

u What ftrange blindnefs can have induced men 
to imagine that human nature was always to be go* 
vemed as it has hitherto been. 

“ Where ihall we find a man acquainted with all* 
the refources of nature ? Who dare prefcribe limits, 
and fay thus far fhdt thou proceed , and no farther , to 
that nature, whole law is unity in the variegated infi- 
nite ? Whence (hall iflue the command, that it fliali 
always run the fame courfe, and for ever renew it 
again— Where is the being who has condemned men, 
the beft, the wifeit, and the moft enlightened of men, 
to perpetual flavery? Why Jhould human nature be 
bereft of its mojl perfed attribute , that of governing if* 
felf P Why are thofe per fans to be always led who are 
capable of conduding thcmfdves P Is it then impojfible 
for mankind or at leajl the greater par t, to come to their 
majority P If one be enabled to do it why fhould not 
another ; fliow to one perfon what you have taught 
another ; teach him the <*rand art of mallering his 
paffions and regulating his defires ; teach him, that 
from his earlieft youth he ftands in need of others 5 
that he mult abftain from giving offence if he wilhes 
not to be offended ; that he muff be beneficent if he 
wiflies to receive favours. Let him be patient, in- 
dulgent, wife, and benevolent. Let thefe virtues be 
made eafy to him by principles, experience, and ex- 
amples ; and you will foon fee whether he needs 
another to concfuft him ? If it be true, that the great- 
er part of mankind are too weak or too ignorant to 
conceive thefe Ample truths, and to be convinced by 
them ; Oh then our happinefs will be at an end, and 
let us ceafe to labour at rendering mankind better, or 
at fecking to enlighten them.” 

“ Oh prejudice ! oh contradiftion of the human 
mind ! fhall the empire of reafon, the capacity of go- 
verning ourfelves be but a chimerical dream for the 
greater number of men, while on the other hand pre- 
judice leads us to believe that fuch is the inherent right 
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rf the children of Kings, of reigning families, and of 
every man whom wifdom or particular circumftancca 
render independent !" 

What horrid artifice is contained in thefe fentences i 
The poor profelyte really imagines that he fees the 
mod (Inking contradictions in the very foundations of 
our civil focieties. He really thinks that we believe 
them to reft on the hereditary privilege of Kings and 
of their children, to be born with all the neceffary wif- 
dom to conduft themfelves, while nature has refiifed 
filch gifts to other mortals ; though Weifliaupt, who 
feoffs in private at the credulity and folly of his adepts; 
knows as well as we do, that fuch has never been the 
idea even of the raoft ignorant populace. He knows 
that we believe Kings to be born children like other 
men, with the fame weaknefies, the fame pafiions, and 
like incapacity ; he knows as well as we do, that the 
gift of conducting ourfelves and others is to be acqui- 
red by education, and by the helps and lights with 
which a man may be encompaffed ; and we know as 
well as he does, that the child of the moft obfeure pa- 
rentage would often make a better king than many 
Sovereigns ; as he might alfo be an excellent magif- 
trate, or a great general, had he received a propor- 
tionate education. But does there hence follow any 
contradiction in civil fociety, becaufe, uncertain as to 
the perfons who would be the moft proper for govern- 
ing, but certain of the intrigues and broils which 
would accompany the election of Kings, it has obviated 
thofe inconveniences by hereditary crowns and cm«s 
pires ? And after all, what Is the meaning of that 
fopbifticated pretence founded on the power of being 
able to conduct one’s felf ? Queftion the moft prudent 
and the wifeft of men, and he will readily fay, though 
I do not (land in need of laws, magiftrates, or Kings, 
to reftrain me from being unjuft towards others, or 
from opprefling and plundering, I yet want their alfift- 
ance to fecure me from being opprefled or plundered# 
The lefs I am inclined to injure others, the more l 
need the protection of the law from all injury. You 
are pleafed to call my fubmiflion to the laws, llavery ; 
It on the contrary, look to it as my fafety, and as 
the guarantee of that liberty which enables me to do 
Vol. HI. R 




Digitized by Google 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY? 


1X4 

f ood and to live happy and at peace in fociety. I 
ave never heard of laws which forbad me to live 
like an honed man. It is the wicked man only who 
recognizes liberty but in the impunity of his crimes ; 

I fcom fuch liberty, and blefs the hand that deprives 
me of it. You call him a tyrant and a defpot, I call 
him my King and my benefador. The better I know 
how to condud myfelf with refped to others, the more 
thankful I am to him who hinders others from be- 
having ill to me. 

The reader mud pardon me for thefe refledions ; I 
know they are fuperfluous to thofe who think ; but 
may not this work fall into the hands of perfons as 
credulous as the unhappy profelyte. In expoling the 
envenomed weapons of the Sed, let it not be laid 
that I withhold the antidote. Should any be dill 
blind enough not to perceive the tendency of all thefe 
fophifms of Illuminifm, let them hearken to the Sed 
ardently declaring their hopes ; the Hierophant con- 
tinues 2 

“ Are we then fallen from our dignity fo low as not 
even to feel our chains, or to hug them, and not che- 
rilh the flattering hope of being able to break them, 
or to recover our liberty, not by rebellion and violence 
(for the time is not yet come,) but by the force of rea- 
fon. Becaufe a thing cannot be accompliftied to-mor- 
row, fhould we defpair of ever being able to effed it ? 
Abandon fuch flmt-fighted men to their own reafonings 
mid their own conclusions; they may conclude again and 
again; but nature will continue to ad. Inexorable to 
all their inteYeJled retnonjtrances , fhe proceeds , and no- 
thing can impede her majejlic courfe . Some events may 
take place contrary to our wifhes ; but they wiU all r edify 
of thetnfelves; inequalities will be levelled , and a lajting 
calm fjall fucceed the tempejt. The only conclufioti to 
be drawn from all thefe objedions is, that we are too 
much accudomed to the prefent date of things, or 
perhaps felf-intered has too great fway over us, to let 
us own that it is not impojffible to attain univerfal indepen- 
dence -Let then the laughers laugh and the feoffers feoff. He 
that obferves and compares what nature has done with 
What (he does at prefent, will foon fee, that in fpite of 
all our intrigues (he tends invariably towards her obied. 
Her proceedings are imperceptible to him who refleds 
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bnt little; they are vifible only to the fage whofe 
mind’s eye penetrates even to the womb of time.— 
From the fummit of the mount he difeovers in the 
horizon that diftant country, the very exiftencc of 
which is not furmifed by the fervilc multitude of the 
plain.” 

The principle means which Weilhaupt offers to his 
adepts tor the conqueft of this land of promife, this 
foil of independence, are, to diminifh the wants of the 

{ >cople, and to enlighten their minds. Hearken to his 
eflons, you who, heretofore protefted by your laws, 
peaceably exercifed an honourable and lucrative pro- 
feflion, and you who, once rivals of the flourifhing 
commerce of Gceat Britain on the immenfity of 
the ocean, are now but the forrowful and dejefted 
coafters of the Texel, imprudent difriples of a difor- 
ganizing Se<ft« — Learri, that it is in the fecret hatred 
fvrorn againft you by the Seft in its myfteries, that you 
are to leek the deftruftion of Lyons, the pillage of 
Bourdeaux, the ruin of Nantes ana Marfeilles, the fate, 
in tliort, of fo many other towns flourifliing in com- 
merce, even the fate of Amftcrdam itfelf ; and then let 
your aching eye glance on your trees of Equality and 
Liberty. At the very time when you thought that you 
were feconding the views of the feft againft the No- 
bles, Priefts, and Monarchs, only to reinftate the peo- 
ple in their rights of Liberty and Equality, the Seft 
was aiming its blows at you as the grand artificers of 
Defpotifm. At that very period your profeflion was 
already profcribed by the myfteries, as that which of 
all others mod furely tended to retain the people in 
flavery ; the Illuminizing jacobin was teaching his 
adepts, that “ he who willies to fubjeft nations to his 
“ yoke, need but to create wants which he alone can 
“ latisfy. — Ereft the mercantile tribe (die kaufman- 
“ fchaft) into an hierarchical body ; that is to fay, confer 
u on it fome rank or fome authority in the government, 
“ and you will have created perhaps the molt formida- 
u ble, the molt defpotic of all powers. You will fee it 
“ giving laws to the univerfe, and on it alone will reft 
u the independence of one part of the world and the 
u flavery of the other. For that man diftates the law 
“ who has it in his power to create or forefee, to.ftiflkv 
Vol. ILL R 2 
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« weaken, or fatisfy want. And who are better en^ 

« bled to do this than merchants V* Thus we fee that 
thofe very men who were fuch ardent fupporters of 
Jacobinifm in our commercial towns, with a view to 
: partake of the government, are precifely thofe whofe 
profefflon the profound Jacobin chiefly detefts in every 
form of government. May the elucidation of this 
myftery infpire the induftrious inhabitants of hofpitable 
Britain with new zeal for their laws ! The difcovery of 
. fuch a fiiare is of too great importance to their fafety, 

. to allow me to conceal it from them. 

In the next place the Hierophant proceeds from the 
art of diminiihing wants in order to operate the inde- 
pendence of nations, to the duty of diffufing what he 
calls light. “ He on the contrary (thofe are his words) 
who wiflies to render mankind free, teaches them how 
to refrain from the acquifition of things which they 
cannot afford: he enlightens them, he infufes into 
them boldnefs and inflexible manners. He that teaches 
. them fobriety, temperance, and economy, is more 
dangerous to the throne than the man who openly 
preaches regicide. — If you cannot diffufe at the fame 
inftant this degree of light among all men, at leafl 
begin by enlightening yourfelf, and by rendering your- 
Tel? better. Serve , affift , and mutually fupport each 

. other; augment our numbers ; render yourfclves at leaft 
independent , and leave to time and pojlerity the care of 
doing the reft. When your numbers fhall be augment- 
ed to a certain degree, when you fhall have acquired 
ftrength by your union, hefitate no longer , but begin to 
render yourfelf powerful and formidable to the wicked 
(that is to fay to all who will refift their plans ;) the 
very circumftance of your being fufficiently numerous 
to talk of force, and that you really do talk of it, that 
circumftance alone makes the profane mid wicked 
tremble— That they may not be overpowered by num- 
, bers, many will become good (like you) of themfelves, 
and will join your party.— You will foon acquire fuffi - 
cient force to bind the hmids of your opponents , to Jubju - 
gate them , and to ftifle wickednefs in the embryo ” That 
is to fay, as it may be underftood in future, you will 
foon be able to ftifle every principle of law, of govern- 
ment, of civil or political fociety, whofe very inftitu- 
\\Qn in the eyes of an Uluminee is the germ of $l 11 thq 
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vices and misfortunes of human nature. “ The mode 
of diffufing univerfal light is, not to proclaim it at 
once to the whole world, but to begin with yourfdf: 
then turn towards your next neighbour ; you two can 
enlighten a third and fourth ; let thcfe in ibe fame man- 
ner extend and multiply the number of the children of 
light , until numbers and farce J hall throw power into our 
bands”* 

I obferve in the ritual of this degree, that fhould the 
Hierophant be fatigued by the length of this difcourfe, 
he may take breath, and let one of the adepts continue 
the inftru&ion of the profelyte.f Our readers alfo 
may avail themfelves of this permiflion, and they have 
copious matter for reflection in what they have hither- 
to read. They may perhaps be inclined to afk, to 
what degree the people muft diminifh their wants not 
to ftand in need ot laws? They will perceive that 
bread itfelf muft be denied them ; for as long as fields 
are cultivated, laws will be neceflary to proteft the crops 
'and to reftrain men from reaping that which they 
have not fown ; and if on the nrft view the Sophifm 
appears wicked, the reader will foon perceive that it is 
but folly in the garb of Sophiflry. 

The better to form their judgments on the leflons of 
the Hierophant, they will have to compare that Revo- 
lution, which is to be the ejfett of inftrutiion alone , and 
which is infenfibly to take place without the leaf faock or 
rebellion , witn that period when the adepts fhall have 
acquired numbers , farce, and power, enabling them to 
bind the hands of their opponents , and to fub jugate all 
who may Hill fhow any affeftion for their laws, or for 
that civil order in fodety which the Se£t wifhes to 
fopprefs. 

. M 

iftlSce Difcourfe on the lefler Myderies of Illuminiiin. 

This Difcourfe a&ually requires at lead two hours to read it. 
Tnat part from which I have made extra&s extends in VoL II. of the 
Original Writings, from Page 44 to 93, and in the laf ivorks of Pbilo and 
Sfartacus, (which are in much finaller print) from Parc 10 to 48. I 
mean to abridge, the remaining part dill more ; but dull be fcrupuloufly 
io the tranflation of aU remarkable paflages. 
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CHAP. X. 

Continuation of the Difcourfe on the lejfer Myjleries . 

I N that part of the difcourfe which remains to be 
laid before the reader, the Hierophant, infilling on 
the neceflity of enlightening the people to operate the 
grand revolution, feems to fear that the candidate has 
not clearly conceived the real plan of this revolution, 
which is in future to be the lole objeft of all his in- 
ftruftions. “ Let your inflruftions and lights be uni- 
verfally diffufed ; fo fliall you render mutual fecurity 
univerfal ; and fecurity and injtruflion will enable us to 
live without prince or government. If that were not 
the cafe, why fhould we go in queft of either V 9 * 

Here then the candidate is clearly informed of the 
grand objeft towards which he is to direft all his fu- 
ture inflruftions. To teach the people to live without 
princes or governments , without laws or even civil fo- 
ciety, is to be the genera! tendency of all his leffons. 
But of what nature muft thefe leflons be to attain the 
defired objeft They are to treat of morality and of mo- 
rality alone . “ For (continues the Hierophant) if light 

be the work of morality, light and fecurity will gain 
ftrength as morality expands itfelf. Nor is true mo- 
rality any other than the art of teaching men to J hake off * 
their ward flip , to attain the age of manhood , and thus to 
need neither princes nor governments. 99 \ 

When we fliall fee the feft enthufiaftically pro- 
nouncing the word morality , let us recolleft the defini- 
tion which it has juft: given us of it. Without it, we 
could not have underftood the real fenfc of the terms 
honejl men , virtue, good or wicked men. We fee that, 
according to this definition, the honejl man is h^ Who 
labours at the overthrow of civil fociety, its laws, and 
its chiefs : for thefe are the only crimes or virtues men- 
tioned in the whole code. Prc-fuppofmg that the can- 


* Und aUgemeine aufklarung und fichcrhcit mnehen furften und 
Haaten entbehrlieh. Oder wo zu braucht mail fie fodann. 

f Die moral ill alfo die kunfl wclche menfehen lchrt volljahrig zu 
werden, ckr vormundfehaft los zu werden, in ihr maiinlichcs alter zu 
tretun, and die furften zu entbehren. 


Digitized by Google 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSWraCTi 

didate may objcA that it would be impoflible to bring 
mankind to adopt fuch doctrines, the Hierophant an- 
ticipates the objection, and exclaims, " He is little ac- 
quainted with the powers of reafon and the attraction* 
of virtue ; he is a very novice in the regions of light*, 
who (hall harbour fuch mean ideas as to his own et 

fence, or the nature of mankind If either he of 

I can attain this point, why fhould not another attain 
it alfo ? What ! when men can be led to ddpife the 
horrors of death, when they may be inflamed with 
the enthuliafm of religious and political follies, fhal! 
they be deaf to that very doArine which can alone 
lead them to happinefs? No, no; wan if not fo wicked 
as an arbitrary morality would make bint appear. Hd 
is wicked, becaufe Religion, the State, and bad exam- 
ple, perverts him. It would be of advantage to thofe 
who wifli to make him better, were there fewer per- 
tbns whofe intereft it is to render him wicked in order 
that they may fupport their power by his wickednefe/* 

“ Let us form a more liberal opinion of human na- 
ture. We will labour indefatigably, nor lhall difficul- 
ties affright us. May our principles become the foun- 
dation of all morals ! Let reafon at length be the religion 
of men, and the problem is folved 

This prefling exhortation will enable the reader to 
folve the problem of the altars, the worfhip , and the 
fejiivals of Reafon, in the French Revolution ; nor will 
they be any longer at a lo is to know from what loath- 
fome den their manielefs Goddcfs rofe. 

The candidate alfo obtains the folution of all that 
may have appeared to him problematic in the courfe 
of his former trials. “ Since fuch is the force of mo- 
rtality and of morality alone, (fays the Hierophant,} 
lince it alone can operate the grand revolution which 
is to reftore liberty to mankind, and abolifh the empire 
of impofture, fuperftition, and defpotifm ; you mud 
now perceive why on their firft entrance into our Or- 
der we oblige our pupils to apply clofely to the ftudy 
of morality, to the knowledge of themfclves and of 
others. You muft fee plainly, that if we permit each 
novice to introduce his friend, it is in order to form a 
legion that may more jujlly be called holy and invincible 

• Undenlich mackt 4k Ycrnunft zur religion 4er meofeken, fo ill die 
lufgabc aufgtlo&t. 
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than that of the Thebans ; fince the battles of the friend 
fighting by the fide of his friend are thofe which are 
to reinftate human nature in its rights, its liberty, and. 
its primitive independence.” 

46 Tlie morality which is to perform this miracle is, 
not a morality of vain fubtilties. It is not that morality 
which, degrading man, renders him) carelefs of the goods 
of this world, forbids him the enjoyment of the innocent 
pleafures of life, and infpircs him with the hatred of 
his neighbour. It muft not be a morality favouring 
the interefts only of its teachers, which preicribes per- 
secution and intpleration, which militates againft rea- 
fon, which forbids the prudent ufe of the palfions 5 
whofe virtues are no other than inaftion, idlenefs, and 
the heaping of riches on the flothful.— Above all , it 
mujl not be that morality which , adding to the mifeties 
of the miferable, throws them into a Jlate of pupllani - 
mity and defpair , by the threats of hell and the fear of 
devils . 

4i It muft, on the contrary, be that morality fo 
much difregatded and defaced at the prefent day by 
felfiftmefs, and replete with heterogeneous principles, 
Jt muft be a divine doftrine, fuch as Jefus taught to 
his difciples, and of which he gave the real interpreta- 
tion in his fecret conferences.” 

This fudden tranfition naturally leads Weifliaupt to 
the developement of a myftery of iniquity for which 
we have long fince feen him preparing his Major Illu • 
minces , and particularly the Scotch Knights of illumin r 
ization. The better to underftand this myftery, let 
us recal to mind how the Infmuators or the teachers 
began by folemnly affuring their different Candidates, 
Novices, or Minerval Academicians, that in all the 
lodges of Illuminifm there never arifes a queftion in 
the leaft degree prejudicial to religion or the ftate. 
AH thefe promifes have been gradually loft fight of, 
and the,profelyte lias had time to accuftom his ears to 
declamations againft the priefthood and royalty. It 
has already been infinuated, that the Chriftianity of 
pur times is very different from that taught by Jefus 
thrift ; the time was not arrived for numbering Chrift 
himfelf among the impoltors; his name, his virtues, 
might ftill be venerated by certain adepts. Some there 
were, perhaps, who would lie (hocked at bare-faced 
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Athcifm ; and it is on their account that Wcifhaupk 
has thus treated of Chrift. In the preceding degree 
he had contented himfclf with hinting, that the doc* 
trines of this divine teacher had been perverted ; nor 
had he declared what fpecies of political revolution 
was (as he pretended) pointed out in the Gofpel. But 
here the execrable fophifter apoftrophizes the God of 
the Chriftians in language fimilar to that in which we 
have fince feen the too famous Fauchet declaiming in 
the revolutionary pulpit. It is here that Weiihaupt 
declares Jefus Chrift to be the Father of the Jacobins* 
or rather (to fpeak the revolutionary language) the 
great Do&or of the Sms-culottes . But, to enable us 
the better to judge of the cunning and premeditated 
villany of this deteftable artifice, let us nrft attend to 
the correfpondence of the adept, who, under Weif- 
haupt, is charged with the compiling of the Code. 
Knigge, like the monftrous prototype of Illuminifm, 
iulxftvides the adepts into thole who icoff at and deteft 
revelation, and thofe who (land in need of a revealed 
religion to fix their ideas. It is to explain this that 
Knigge writes the following letter to Zwack : 

44 To unite thefe two claffes of men, to make them 
u concur and co-operate towards our objeft, it was 
44 necellary to reprefent Chriftianity in fuch a light as 
u to recall the fuperftitious to reafon, and to teach our 
44 more enlightened fages not to reject it on account 
“ of its abufe. This fhould have been the fecret of 
44 Mafonry, and have led us to our objeft. Meanwhile 
u defpotiim ftrengthens daily, though liberty univer- 
44 fally keeps pace with it. It was neceflary then to 
44 unite the extremes. We therefore aflert here, that 
u Chrift did not eftablifh a new religion, but that his 
“ intention was Amply to reinftate natural religion in 
, 44 its rights ; that by giving a general bond or union 
44 to the world, by diffufing the light and wifdom of 
44 his morality, ana by diffipating prejudices, bis inten- 
44 tion was , to teach us tbs means of governing our - 
u /elves y and to re-eftd'lijb, without the violent means of 
44 revolutions , the reign of Liberty and Equality among 
“ men. This was callly done by quoting certain texts 
44 from Scripture, and by giving explanations of them* 
y true or falfe is of little conjeauence , provided each 
Yol. III. S 
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w one finds a fenfe 1ft thefe doftrines of Chrift confb- 
“ nant with his reafon. We add, that this religion, fo 
“ Ample in itfdf, was afterwards defaced ; but that, 
u by means of inviolable fecrecy, it has been tranfmit- 
" ted in purity to us through Free-Mafonry.” 

“ Spartacus (Weifhaupt) had collefted many mate- 
tc rials for this, and I added my difeoveries in the 
“ inftruftions for thefe two degrees. Our people, 

therefore, being convinced that we alone are pofief- 
“ fed of the real fecrets of Chriftianity, we have but 
46 to add a few words againjl the Clergy and Princes . 

, “ In the laft myfteries we have to tinfold to our adepts 
4i this pious fraud , and then by writings demonftratc 
“ the origin of all religious impolitions, and their mu- 
<c tual connexion with each other.”* 

If the reader be not too much difgufted with this 
pious fraud , but can dill attend to the declamations of 
the Hierophant, let us once more enter that den of 
demons wherein prefides the triple genius of impiety, 
hypocrify, and anarchy. 

The Hierophant is about to fay, “ that their grand 
and ever-celebrated matter, Jefus of Nazareth, appear- 
ed in an age when corruption was univerfal ; m the 
midft of a people who from time immemorial had 
been fubjefted to and feverely felt the yoke of flave- 
ry ;f and who eagerly expefted their deliverer an- 
nounced by the Prophets. Jefus appeared and taught 
the dottrine of reafon ; to give greater efficacy to 
thefe doftrines, he formed them into a religion, and 
adopted the received traditions of the Jews. He pru- 
dently grafted his new fchool on their religion and 
their cuftoms, which he made the vehicle of the ef 
fence and fecrets of his new do&rines. He did not 

• Orig. Writ. VoL II. Letter from Philo to Cato, Page 104, and 
following. 

f Here is another example of the manner in which hiftory is falfificd 
—The Jews were enflaved from time immemorial ! Does this nation 
then make its whole hiftory confift in the years of its captivity ? Had 
' it forgot its liberty and its triumphs under Jolhua, David, Solomon, 
and its other Kings ? Was it juft emerged from its captivity when it 
fell under the dominion of the Romans, a dominion under which it re- 
mained at the time of Chrift’s birth ? The adept has heard talk of 
the captivity of the Jews, of thofe periods when Almighty God, aa a 
punifttment for their crimes, delivered them over to their enemies; 
and he inconfidej-ately concludes, that then; whole hiftory is but one 
continued fccae of bondage. 
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fcleft fages for his new difciples, but ignorant mem 
ehofen from the loweft clafs of the people, to (how that 
bis doftrine was made for all, and fuitable to- every, 
one’s underftanding ; to (how too, that the knowledge 
of the grand truths of reafon was not a privilege pe- 
culiar to the great. He does not teach the Jews alone, 
but all mankind, the means of acquiring their liberty, 
by the obfervation of his precepts. He fupported his 
doftrines by* an innocent life, and (baled them with 
bis blood J* 

u His precepts for the (alvation of the world are, 
limply, the love of God and the love of our neigh- 
bour ; he afks no more. . . . Nobody ever reduced and 
confolidated the bonds of human lociety within their 
real limits a& he did No one was ever more intelli- 

gible to his hearers, or more prudently covered the 
fuhlime fignification of his doftrine. No <me % indeed , 
ever laid a 'furcr foundation for liberty titan ow m grand 
mdfter y JeJus of Nazareth . It is true,, that on aH oc- 
casions (in ganzm) he carefully concealed the fublime 
meaning apd natural confequences of his doftrinesj 
for be had a ficret dofinne as is evident from more 
than one paflage of the Gofpel.^ 

It was during the time that h£ was writing this hy- 
pocritical hiftory of the Medially that Weifliaupt was 
turning the credulous profelyte into ridicule ; as to the 
other adepts, he wcHknew that they anticipated fucli cx* 
planations, or at lead would be delighted with them. 
Hence that impudence with which he fallihes the Scrip- 
tures. To- prove the exiftence of this fecret fchool* 
the doftrines of which arc referved for the initiated 
alone, he cites thefe words of Ch.ift : “ To you is 
u given to know the myftery of the kingdom of God y 
" but to them that are without, all things are done in 
“ parables.” * But he carefully avoids mentioning the 
order which Chrid gives to his difciples, “ That which 
“ I tell you in the dark, fpeak ye in the light ; ami 
“ that which you hear in the ear, preach ye upon the 
u houfe-tops Weifhaupt then proceeds to thefe 
words : “ And their princes have power over them— 

• St. Mark, Ch. iv. V. n. 

f St. Matthew, Ch. x. V. *7. 

YoL III. S x 
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a but it is not fo among you \ but whofoever will be 
“ greater fhall be your minifter.”* This precept, as 
well as all thofe on Chriftian humility, he transforms 
into principles of diforganizing Equality inimical to all 
conftitutcd authorities — With equal eafe he avoids all 
thofe leffons fo often repeated both by Chrift and his A- 

? oftles, on the obligation of rendering to Cefar what is 
efar’s, of paying tribute, and of recognizing the au- 
thority of God himfelf in that of the law and of the 
magiftrates. If Chrift has preached the love of our 
neighbour, or fraternal love, his words are immedi- 
ately perverted by fVei/haupt into a love of bis Equa- 
lity. If Chrift exhorts his difciples to contemn riches, 
the impoftor pretends it is to prepare the world for that 
community oj riches which deflroys all property. In 
fine, the conclufions drawn from thefe impious and de- 
riding 1 explanations, and from many others of a fimilar 
Mature, are contained in the following words : 

u If therefore the objeft of the fecret of Jefus, which 
has been preserved by the inftitution of the myfteries; 
ind clearly demonftrated both by the condud and the 
difeourfes of this divine mafter, was to reinftate mankind 
in their original Liberty and Equality, and to prepare 
the meatis ; how many things immediately appear 
dear and natural, which hitherto feemed to be contra- 
didory and unintelligible 5 This explains tn what finje 
Chrift was the Javiour and the liberator of the worlds 
Now the dottrine of original fill, of the fall of man, and 
of his regeneration, can be imderftood . The ftate of pure 
nature , of fatten’ or corrupt nature , and the jhtte of grace, 
will no longer be a problem . Mankind, in quitting their 4 
ftate of original liberty, fell from the ftate of nature and 
loft their dignity . In their civil Jbciety, under their go- 
vernments, they no longer live in the ftate of pure na- 
ture, but in that of fallen and corrupt native. If the 
moderating nf their pajjjons and' the diminution of their 
wants, reinftate them in their primitive dignity , that 
will ready conftitute their redemption and their ftate of 
grace . It is to this point that morality , and the ntoji 
perftfl of all morality , that of "Jefus , leads mankind \ 
When at length this dolh ine fhall be generalized thoygb- 

• St. Mark, Ch. x. V. 4 a, 4S* 
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%utthe world, the reim of the good and Of the eleCl thaU 
be eflabli/hert”* 

- This language is furely not enigmatical. The pro- 
felyte, once matter of the myftenes it contains, needs 
only to be informed, how the great revolution, which 
they foretell, became the object of fecret focieties, and 
what advantages accrue to thefe focieties from the 
fccrecy in which they cxift. 

The Hierophant then, for the inftruftion of the pro- 
fclyte, goes back to the origin of Mafonry ; he declares 
it to be the original fchool and depofitory of the true 
dodrine. He takes a view of its hieroglyphics and 
ihapes them to his fyftem. The rough Jlone of Ma- 
fonry becomes the iymbol of the primitive fate of 
man, favave but free .—The ftone fplit or broken is the 
ftate of fallen nature , of mankind in civil fociety , no 
longer united in one family , bat divided according to 
their Jlates, governments , or religions . The poUJhed 
Jlone represents mankind reinflated in its primitive dig- 
nity, in its independence . Yet Mafonry has not only 
loft thefe explanations; but the illuminizing orator 
goes fo far as to fay, “ The Freemafons , like Priejis 
* and chiefs of nations, have banijhed reafon from the 
u earth . They have inundated the world with tyrants , 
" impofiors, fpettres, corpfes, and men like to wild 
44 beajls” 

Should any reader be furprifed at feeing the Hiero- 
phant give this account of Mafonry, let him retted on 
the hatred which Weifliaupt had fwom againft every 
fchool where the name or any deity was preferved. 
The Jehovalj or the Grand Architcd of Mafonry, the 
twofold god of the Rofycrufian magicians, ftill render 
the occult lodges a fchool of fome fort of Tneofophy. 
But how referved foever the Hierophant may be with 
regard to Atheifm, the profelyte mutt, neverthelcfs, 
forefee, that fliould he be admitted to one degree 
higher, neither the Grand Archited nor the tvjofold 
God will meet a better fate than the God of the Qu it 


• Orig. Writ Part II. P. 10 6, 7. — The Iaft Works of Spartacus, P. 
58^ — The author ha* tranfcribed the Whole of what is printed in Italic* 
in German, left his tranllation of this extraordinary naflage fbould be 
fufpe&ed of being exaggerated. As he perfe&ly unaerftands the Ger- 
man language, and is a man of undoubted veracity, I have omitted it, 
but in fo doing think it my duty to mention it. T. 
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tians. And therefore it is that Weifliaupt declaims 
againfl: thofe Jpirits, apparitions, and all the fuperfti- 
tions of Freemafonry; hence the theofophic Mafons 
are involved in the general malediftion pronounced 
againfl: the priefthood and the throne* 

It can be ealily conceived that Weifliaupt miift re- 
prefent true Mafonry, or the pretended real Chriftiani- 
ty, as folely extant in Illuminifm. But the Hierophant 
enjoins the profelyte hot to think that this is the only 
advantage which the Order and the whole univerfe draw 
from this myftenous affociation . 

Here let magiftrates, the chiefs of nations, every 
man who (till retains any regard for the fupport of 
laws and empires, and of civil fociety, let them, I fay, 
read, and meditate on thefe other advantages. The 

leffon is of the utmoft importance Whoever you 

are ; all honeft citizens, whether Mafons , RofycrufianSy 
MopfeSy Hewers of Wood , Knights ; all you who thirft 
after the myfteries of the lodges, ceafe to accufe me 
of conjuring up chimerical dangers. I am not the 
man who fpeaks : it is he who of all others has been 
the beft acquainted with your affociation, and has known 
what advantages could be drawn from them by able 
and patient confpirators.— Read ; and tell us which k 
the moft impreflive on your mind, the pleafures you 
may find in your lodges, or the dangers of your coun- 
try. Redd ; and if the name of citizen be Hill dear 
to you, reflect whether yours fliould remain inferibed on 
the regiflers of a fecret fociety. You were ignorant 
of the dangers ; the moft monftrous of confpirators 
will lay them open to you, and he will call them ad- 
vantages. He literally fays, u Though thefe myfteri- 
ous Aflociations fliould not attain our objeft, they 
prepare the way for us ; they give a new intereft to the 
caufe ; they prefent it under points of view hitherto 
unobferved ; they ftimulate the inventive powers and 
the expe&ations of mankind ; they render men more in- 
different as to the interejis of governments ; they bring 
men of divers nations and religions within the fame 
bond of union ; thy deprive the church and Jlate of their 
xsbleft and moft laborious members ; they bring meiv to- 
gether who would never otherwife have known or 
met each other. By this method alone they undermine 
the foundation of ftates } though they had really no fucb 
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in view . They throw them together and make 
them clajb one again Jt ibe other . They teach mankind 
the power and Force of union ; they point out to them 
the imperfection of their political confutations , and that 
without expoiing them to the fufpicions of their ene- 
mies, fuch as magiftrates and public governments. 

They majk our progrefs , and procure us the facility of 
incorporating in our plans and of admitting into our 
Order , after the proper trials, the mojl able tnen, whofi 
patience, long abufed, thirfts after the grand ultimatum . 

By tills means they weaken the enemy; and though 
they fhould never triumph over him, they - will at leajt 
diminifh the numbers mid the zeal of his partizans ; 
they divide his troops to cover the attack. In propor- 
tion as thefe new aflociations or fecret focieties, form- 
ed in different dates, fhall acquire ftrengrh and pru- 
dence at the expence of the former ones (that is to 
fay, of civil fociety,) the latter mttjl weaken , and in - 
fenjibly fall .” 

“ Betides, our Society originates, and mud naturally 
and eflentially deduce its origin from thofe very go- 
vernments whofe vices have rendered our union necef- 
fary. We have no objeCt but that better order of 
things for which we inceflantly labour ; all the efforts f 
therefore, of Princes to flop our progrefs will be fruitlcfs ; * 
the Jpark may long remain hidden in the afbes, but the 
day mujt come in which fhall burjt forth the general 
flame . For nature naufeates always to run the fame 
courfe. The heavier the yoke of oppreflion weighs 
on man, the more feduloufly will he labour to throw it 
off ; and the liberty he feeks fhall expand itfelf. The 
feed u fowti whence J hall fining a new world ; the roots 
extend them/elves; they have acquired too much Jlrength, 
they have been too indujbioufly propagated, for the day 
of harveft to fail us.— Perhaps it may be neceffary to 
wait thoufands and thoufands of years ; but fooner or 
later nature fhall confummate its grand work, and fhe 
(hall reftore that dignity to man Jor which he was def 
tined from the beginning.” 

Reader, you have heard them. Thefe confpirators 
have faid more than I fliould have dared to hint at 
on the nature and danger of thefe aflociations. It 
would be ufelefs for me to reft longer on this point. ' 

1 fhall end by fhowing by what artifices the Hiero- 
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phant" endeavours to tranquilize the confciences rf 
thofe adepts who may have been ftartled at thefc pre- 
dictions. Notwithftanding all that he has faid of thofe 
times when Illuminifm mall find means of binding 
bands and fubjugating; notwithftanding all that aver- 
fion againft governments which he feeks to infufe into 
the aaepts, he concludes in a hypocritical drain pecu- 
liar to wickednefs. w We are here at once the ol> 
fervers and the inftruments of nature.— We do not 
wilh to precipitate her fteps. To enlighten men, to 
correCt their morals, to infpire them with benevolence, 
fuch are our means. Secure of fuccefs, we abftain 
from violent commotions. To have forefeen the bapr 
pinefs of poftcrity, and to have prepared it by irre>- 
proachable means, fuffices for our felicity. The tran- 
quility of our confciences is not troubled by the re- 
proach of aiming at the ruin or overthrow of ftates 
md thrones. Such an accufation could with no more 
propriety be preferred againft us, than it might againft 
the ftatefmen who had forefeen and foretold the im- 
pending and inevitable ruin of the ftate.— As affiduou* 
obfervers of Nature, we admire her majeftic courfe ; 
and, burning with the noble pride of our origin, we 
felicitate ourfelves on being tne children of men and 
of God.” 

u But carefully obferve and remember, that we do 
not impofe our opinions ; we do not oblige you to 
adopt our doCtrines. Let the truth you can acknow- 
ledge be your only guide. Free man, exercife here 
thy primitive right ; feck, doubt, examine, do you 
know, of, or can you find elfewhere, any thing that 
is better ?— Make us acquainted with your views, as 
,we have expofed ours to you. We do not blufh at 
the limits of our undcrftandings $ we know that we 
are but men : we know that iuch are the difpofitions 
of nature, fuch the lot of man, that he is not to ex- 
pert to attain perfection at his outfet 5 he can attain it 
i>ut by degrees. It is by gaining experience from our 
errors, by profiting of the lights acquired by our fore- 
fathers, that we fhall become at once the children of 
wifdom, and the parents of a {till wifer progeny. If, 
therefore, you think that you have found truth in the 
whole of our doCtrine, adopt the whole. Should you 
perceive any error to have ftolen in with it, remember 
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that truth is not the lefs eftimable on that account* 
If you have met with nothing that plcafes you here* 
reject the whole without fear ; and remember, that 
in many things, at leaft, we only need further research 
or a new inveftigation. Do you obferve any tiling 
blamable or laudable, fee and make choice of what 
you approve. Should you be more enlightened your- 
ielf, then your eye may have dilcovered truths which 
are Hill denied to us. The more art we employ in 
the inftru&ion of our pupils to lead them to the paths 
.of wifdom, the lefs you will be inclined to refuie us 
a portion of your applaufe.” 

Thus ends the diicourfe of the Hierophant.— The 
.profelyte who has heard it without fliuddering, may 
flatter himfclf with being worthy of this priefthood. 
But before he is facrilegioufly anointed, he is led back 
to the porch* where he is inverted with a white tunic. 
He wears a broad lilken fcarlet belt; the lleeve ip 
.tied at the extremity and middle with bandages of die 
fame colour, which make it bulge out.* I am par- 
ticular in, the defeription of this drefs, bccaufe it was 
in a limilar one that, during the French Revolution, a 
comedian appeared perfonally attacking Almighty God, 
faying, u No ! thou doft not exift. If thou haft pow- 
er over the thunder-bolts, grafp them ; aim them ac 
“ the man who dares fet thee at defiance in the face 
“ of thy altars. But no, I blafpheme thee, and 1 ftill 
4i live. No, thou doft not exiir.” In the fame cof* 
tume, and to prepare him for the fame hlafphemies, 
the Epopt is recalled into the temple of myfteries. 
.He is met by one of the brethren, wlio does not per- 
mit him to advance till he has told liim, “ that he i a 
44 fent to enquire whether he (the prolelyte) has per- 
44 fefily underftood the difeourfo which has been read 
44 to liim— whether he has any doubts concerning the 
u doftrines which are contained in it— whether his 
“ heart is penetrated with the fan&ity of the princi- 
u pies of the Order— whether he is fenfible of the call, 
44 feels the ftrength of mind, the fervent will, and all 
44 the difintereftednefs requifite to labour at the grand 
44 undertaking— whether he is ready to make a facrificc 

• La ft Works of PhUo and Sp&rtacus, at the cod of the Pifcourfc* 

Voi. in. t 
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** of his will, drid to fuffer himfelf to be led by the mod 
4t excellent fuperibrs of the Order 

I will fpare the reader the difgufting impiety of the 
tcremonial which immediately rollows.— The rites of 
the preceding degree were in derifion of the Laft 
Supper * thefe are an atrocious mimicry of the feccr- 
dotal ordination. A curtain is drawn, and an altar 
appears with a crucifix tiptm it. On the altar alfo is a 
bible ; and the ritual of the Order lies on a reading 
defk ; on the fide a cenfer, and a phial full of oil. 
The Dean a&s the part of a BUhop, and he is fur- 
rounded with acolytes. He prays over the profelyte, 
bleffes him, cuts hair from the top of his head, clothes 
him in the veftments of the priefthood, and pronouri- 
ces prayers after the fafhion of the feft. On pfefent- 
3ng the cap he fays, “ Cover thyfelf with tins cap, it Is 
** more valuable than the crown of Kings S* The terjr 
fcxprdlions of the Jacobin with his red cap. The com- 
munion confifts in honey and milk, which the Deah 
gives to the profelyte, ftying, u This is what Naturfe 
** givCs to man. Refleft hdw happy he Wbuld (HR 
4i have befen, if the defire of fuperfluities had nbt, bV 
** depriving him of a tafte for fuch fnnple fobd, irtuln- 
** plied hii wants, and poifoned the balm of We.* 9 
All the preceding part of this degree fbffitieMly 
explains rhe real meaning of theft words. The cere- 
monies are terminated with delivering to the Epbpt 
*that part of the code which relates to ms new degree. 
I fhall relate all that is neceflary for the reader to be 
informed of, when, after having treated of the degree 
of Regent, and of rite Grand Myfteries, I fhdil cottic 
to inveftigate the government of the Order. 
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CHAP. XL 

Eighth Part of the Code of Mummies— The Regent, 
or the Prime Illumine f. , 

¥ °ne of our Epopts has fufficjently diji Qualities 

“ W tinguifhed himfelf to bear a part ip the pqli T require*. 
u tical government of our Order ; that is to fay, who# 

* he unites prudence with the liberty of thinking and 

* of athng ; when he knows bow tp temper boidsffi 

* with precaution, refolution with complaifaqce ; fplv 

* tlety with goodmature ; loyalty with (implicjty ; (jn» 

* gukrity with method ; tranfeeadency of wit with 

* gravity and digpiity of manners ; when he has jearn- 
" ed opportunely to .fpeak or to be liknt, how to obey 

* or to command ; when he (bah have gained the 

* efleern and afiettion of his fel|ow»citiz*ns, though 
** feared by them at (he fame time; when his heart 

* (hall be entirely devoted to the intends of our Or r 
H dec, and the common welfare of the univerfe Audi 
“ be uppermoil in his mind ; — then, and then only, Ipt 
*f the Superior of the province propofe him to the na- 

* tiooal Infoettor as worthy of being admitted to the 
" degree of Regent 

Such are the qualities required by the Sett fgr the 
admH&nn of its adepts to the degree winch in the 
Code is fometimes termed Regent , at outers the Prince 
Idutmnee. Such are the very words to be found in 
tbe preamble of the rules of this degree. 

“ Three things of the utmoft conlequence (fays the 
v code) are to be obferved. In tbe fil'd place, the 
“ greateft referve is neceflary with refpett to this de- 
f* gree. Secondly, thofe who are admitted into it 
i‘ mutt be as much as potlible free men and independ- 
“ ent of all Princes : they muft indeed have clearly 
-* manifeded their hatred for the general conjtitution 
** or the attual (late of mankind ; have (hown hour 
M ardently they with for a change in the government 
of the world ; and how much the hints thrown out 
t* in the degree of Pried has inflamed their wither foe 
“ a better order of things.” 

VoL III. Tl 
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If all thefe requilites arc to be found in the Candi- 
date, then let the national Infpeftor once more exam- 
ine, in his records, every thing relative to the condu& 
and charafter of the new adept, let him infpeft the 
divers queftions which have been put to him, and di£ 
cover where he has (hown his ftrong or his weak fide. 
According to the refult of this examination, let the In- 
fpeftor propofe fome new queftions on thofe articles 
on which the Candidate may have (bown the gfeateft 
refer ve. For example, fome of the following ** ' 

" I. Would you think a fociety obje&ionable, whiclr 

* fliould (till nature (hall have ripened its grand revo-’ 
“ lutions) place itfelf in a fituation, which would de- 
€t prive Monarclis^of the power of doing barm, though 
u they (hould wi(h it ? A fociety whofe invifible 
“ means (hould prevent all govemnents from abufing 

* their power? Would it be impofiible through the 
u influence of fuch a fociety, to form a new ftate in 
t( each flate, Jiatus m Jlatn tliat is to fay, would it 
be impofiible to fobjeft the rulers of every ft ate to 
this Illuminizing Society, and to convert them into 
mere tools of the Order even in the government of 
their own dominions ? 

“ II. Were it to be objected, that foch a fociety 
u might abufe its power, would not the following con- 
" fiderations do away fuch an objection ? — Do not our 
“ prefent rulers daily abufe their power ? And are not 
u the people filent, notwithftanding fuch an abufe ? Is 
9( this power as fecure from abul'e in the hands of 
u Princes, as it would be in thofe of our adepts whom 
“ we train up with fo much care ? If then any go* 
u vernment could be harmlefs, would it not be our’s, 
u which would be entirely founded on morality, fore- 
" fight, wifdom, liberty, and virtue ?” 

“ III. Though this univerfal government, founded 
“ on morality, (hould prove chimerical, would it not 
t( be worth while to make an cjfay of it ? 

u IV. Would not the moflt fceptical man find a 
“ fufficicnt guarantee againft any abufe of power on 
€ ‘ the part of our Order, in the liberty of abandoning 
“ it at pleafure ; in the happim fs of having Superiors 
u of tried merit, who, unknown to each other, could 

* Tnftru&iorw for conferring the degree of Regent, Noa. I, 

Lift Works of Philo and Spartarus. • 
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*oot poffibly fupport each other in their treafonable 
u combinations againft the general welfare ; Superiors/ 
€i in fhort, who would be deterred from doing hani* 

by the fear of the exifting clriefs of empires ?” 

u V. Should there exift any other mVct means of; 
€t guarding againft the abufc of that authority en-. 
u trufted by the Order to our Superiors, what might 
€i they be ? 

“ VI. Sirppofwg defpotifai were to enfue, would it 
€t be dangerous in the hands of men who, from the 
" very firft ftep we made in the Order, teach us no- 
* thing but.fcience, liberty, and virtue? Would not 
u that defpotHm lofe its fting in the confideration that 
“ thofe chiefs who may have conceived dangerous 
“ plans will have begun by difpofing a machine in dw 
“ reft oppofition to their views.”* . 

- To underftand the tendency of thefe queftions, let 
us refleft on the meaning given by the Se& to liberty 
and general welfare. Above all, let us not forget the 
lefTon already given to the adepts on morality ; the art 
of teaching men to (hake oft* the yoke of their mi- 
no rity, to let afide Princes and Rulers, and to learn to 
govern themfelves. This leftbo once well underftood; 
the mod contracted underftandtog muft perceive, in 
fpite of the infidious tenour of thefe queftions, that 
their foie tendency is to afle, whether “ a Sed would 
be very dangerous who, under pretence of hindering 
the chiefs of nations, Kings, Minifters, and Magiftrates,* 
from hurting the people, {hould begin by mattering 
tlic opinions of all thofe who furfounded Kings, Sni- 
fters, or Magiftrates ; or {hould feck by inviiible means 
to captivate all the councils, and the agents of public 
authority, in order to re'mftate mankind in the rights 
of their pretended majority ; and to teach the fubjed 
to throw off the authority of his Prince, and learn to 
govern hhnfelf ; or, in other words, to deftroy every 
King, Minifter, Law, Magiftrate, and public authority 
whatever?” The Candidate, too well trained to the 
fpirit of Illutninifm not to lee the real tendency of 
thefe queftions, but alfo too much perverted by it 
to be ftartled at them, knows wliat anfwers he is* to 
give to obtain the new degree. Should he dill har- 

•* Inftro&ions for conferring the degree of Regent, No. 1, 3. 

Works of Philo and Sprue u* 
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hour any doubts, the ceremonies of his inft*llatioff 
would dived him of them. Thefe arc not thcofophi- 
cal or infignificant ceremonies; every dep demon- 
d rates the aiforgamwng genius, and the hatred for ad 
authority, which irritates the fpieen of their impious 
author ; and it is therefore that Weifhaupt, when writ- 
ing to Zwack, reprefents them as infinitely more im 
portant than thofe of the preceding degree.* 

When the admiflion of the new adept is reiblved 
on, he is informed, “ that as in future he is to be enJ 
<* traded with papers belonging to the Order, of far 

* greater importance than any that he has yet had iit 

* his pofleflion, it is neceffary that the Order Ihould 

* have further fecurities. He is therefore to make 
u his will, and infiert a particular claufe with refpeft 
u to any private papers which he may leave in cafe 

* of fudden death. He is to get a formal and juri- 
“ dical receipt of that part of his will from his 

* mily, or from the public Magiftrate, and he is to 

* take their promifes in writing that they will fulfil 

u his intentions.”:!: ' 

This precaution taken, and the day for the initiation 
fixed, the adept is admitted into an anti-chamber hung 
with black. Its furniture confids in a (keieton elevated 
on two deps, at the feet of which are laid a crown and 
a fword— There he is a(ked for the written difpofitiont 
he has made concerning the papers with which he may 
be entruded, and the juridical promife be has received 
that his intentions (hall be fulfilled. His hands are 
then loaded wkh chains, as if he were a flave ; and he 
is thus left to his meditations, f The Provincial who 
performs the functions of Initiator is alone in thefirft 
falcon, feated on a throne. The Introducer, having 
Jefc the Candidate to his reflections, enters this room* 
and in a voice loud enough to be heard by the new 
adept, the following Dialogue takes place between 
them. 

“ Provincial. Who brought this flave to us?” 

“ Introducer . He came of his own accord; he 

* knocked at the door.” 

u Prov . What does he want ?” 

* Original Writing*, Vol II. Let. 24* from Weilhaupt to Cat*. 
i for conferring this degree, No. c, 

t Ritual of this degree, No. u 
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Introd. He is in fearch of Liberty* and alks to be 

* freed from his chains.” 

“ Prov . Why does he not apply to thofc who have 

* chained him ?” 

M Intred . They refufc to break his bonds ; they ac- 

* quire too great an advantage from his flavery.” 

44 Prov. Who then is it that has reduced him td 
** this (late of flavery ?” 

u Introd . Society, governments, the feiences, and 
94 falfe religion.” Die gefelfcbaft, der float, die gelehr - 
4i famkeity die falfcbe religion.” 

“ Prov. And he wilhes to caft off this yoke to bc- 
44 come a feditious man and a rebel ?” 

“ Introd. No 5 he wilhes to unite with us, to join 
44 in our fights againft the conftitution of governments, 
m die corruptions of morals, and the profanation of re- 
44 ligion. He wilhes through our means to become 
u powerful, that he may attain the grand ultimatum.” 

a Prov. And who will anfwer to us, that after hav- 
49 ing obtained that power he will not alfo abufe it, 
w that he will not be a tyrant and the author of new 
44 misfortunes?” 

- 44 Introd . His heart and his reafon are our guaran- 
44 tecs — the Order has enlightened him. He has learn- 
44 ed to conquer his paffions and to know himfelf. Our 

* Superiors have tried him.” 

44 Prov. That is faying a great deal— Is he alfo 
44 fuperior to prejudice. Does he prefer the general 
“ intereft of the univerfe to that of more limited 
41 affectations ?” 

44 Introd. Such have been his promifes.” 

44 Prov* How many others have made fimilar pro- 
mifes who did not keep them ? Is he matter of him- 
44 fdf ? Can he refill temptation ? Are perfonal confide- 
“ rations of no avail with refped to him ? Aik him* 
4t whether the fkdeton he has before him is that of a 
44 king, a nobleman, or a beggar ?” 

* Introd. He cannot tell ; nature has deftroyed all 
" that marked the depraved Hate of inequality; all 
" that He fees is, that this Ikeleton was man like 11s; 
44 ahd the tharsfter of man is all that he attends to.” 

“ Prov. If fuch be his fentiments, let him be free 
u at his own rilk and peril. But he knows us not* 


*35 


Digitized by Google 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

“ Go and afk him why he implores our profusion V 9 * 

Tliis dialogue ended (and the reader will not be at' 
£ lofs to perceive the drift of it,) the Introducer returns 
to the Candidate, and fays, “ Brother, the knowledge 
“ you have acquired can no longer leave you in doubt 
u as to the grandeur, the importance, the dilinterefted- 
“ nets and lawfulness of our great objed.. It mud; 
u therefore be indifferent to you whether you are ac* 
u quainted with our Superiors or not ; neverthelefs, I 
u have fome information to impart to you on that 
u lbbicd.” 

. This information is nothing more than a fummary 
of a pretended hiftory of Mafonry, going back to the 
deluge t and of what the Sed calls the fall of man, 
the lofs of his dignity, and of the true dodrine. The 
flory then continues to Noah and the few who efcaped 
the deluge in the ark ; thefe, he fays, were a few 
Sages or Frccmafons, who have maintained the true 
.principles in their fecret fchools. It is for that realon, 
fays the Inftrudor, that Mafonry has preferved the de- 
nominations of Nodibijts and Patriarchs— Then comes 
a recapitulation of what had been faid in the degree 
of Epopt on the pretended views of Chrift, on the de- 
cline of Mafonry, and on the honour referved to Illu- 
miuifm to prefer vc and revive thefe true and ancient 
myftcries— u When queftioned (fays the Inftrudor) as 
,to whom we are indebted to for the actual conftitution 
of our Order, and the prefent form of the inferior de- 
grees, the following is the anfwcr we give : 

“ Our founders, without doubt, had extenfive know- 
ledge, linee they have tranimitted fo much to us — 
^Aduated by a laudable zeal for the general welfare, 
they formed a code of laws for our Order; but, partly 
through prudence, and partly to guard againft their 
own palfions, they left the dirediou of the edifice they 
had raifed to other hands, and retired. Their names 
will for ever remain in oblivion — The chiefs who go- 
vern the Order at prefent are not our founders; but 
poflerity will doubly blcfs thofe unknown benefadors 
who have defpifed the vain glory of immortalizing 
their names. Every document which could have 
thrown light on our origin has been committed to 
the flames.” 

1 Ritual of this degree, No. it 
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You will now be under the direction of othef We* \ 
ttien who, gradually educated by the Order, have at 
length been placed at the helm. You will foon make 
one of their number*-Tdl me only, whether you (kill 
harbour any doubt as to the ofcjeft of the Order ” 

* The Candidate, who has long fince been pad all 
poflibility of doubt, advances with his Introducer to- 
wards another faloon ; but, on opening the door, feve- 
ral of the adepts run and oppofe their entrance.*—* 
A new dialogue takes place m the ftyle of the firft— 
Who goes there ? Who are you ?*~It is a (lave who has 
fled from his matters*—' -No Have lliall enter here-- 
He has fled that he might ceafe to be a flave ; he 
trrayes an afylum and proteftion— But (hould his 

matter follow ?^-He is fafe, the doors are (hut But 

fhould he be a traitor ?*~He is not one, he has been 
educated under the eyes of the Illuminees. They hav* 
imprinted the divine feal on his forehead.— The door 
opens, and thofe who oppofed the Candidate’s en trailed 
dcort him to the third faloon. Here new obftaclcs 
occur, and another dialogue takes place between an 
adept in the inlide and the Introducer. In the mean 
time the Provincial has left his former station, and has 
(bated himfelf upon a throne in this third room. [It is 
worthy of remark that theft enemies of thrones are 
themfelves always (bated on a throne.] The Provincial 

f ives orders that the Candidate may be admitted, and 
efires to fee whether he really bears the print of the 
feal of liberty. The Brethren accompany the new 
adept to the foot of the throne. 

€t Prov. Wretch ! You are a flave : and yet diire 
u enter an aflembly of free men \ Do you know the 
u fate that awaits you ? You have pafied through two 
doors to enter this ; but yoti (hall not go hence un- 
u punched, if you profane this fanftuary.” 

« “ In t rod. That will not happen 5 I will be his gua- 
“ rantee. ]5fou have taught him to third after liberty; 
<c and nowikeep your promife.” 

" Prov. Well, Brother, we have fubjefted you to 
u various trials. The elevation of your fentiments has 
fl made us conceive you to be both proper and worthy 
“ of being admitted into our Order. You have thrown 
i( yourfelr with confidence and without referve into 
Vol. III. U 
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"our arms : and it is time to impart to you that !f« 
u berty which We have painted to you in fuch bcwitch- 
u ing colours. We have been your guide during all the 
u time that you Jlood in need of one . You ere now 
“ Jtrong enough to condufi yourfelf ; be then in future 
H your own guide , be it at your own peril and rijk . Be 
M free ; that is to fay y be a man , and a mm who knowt 
u how to govern himfeif, ; a man who knows his duty , 
“ and his tmprefcriptible rights ; a man who ferves the 
u tmiverfe done ; whofe adions are folely directed to the 
“ general benefit of the wot ld and of human nature* 
“ Eveiy tlmg elfi is injuJlice-~Be free and indepetident ; 
€€ in future be fo of your /elf— Here, take back the engage - 
“ tnents you have hitherto contracted with us. To you 
“ we return them all.” 

As he pronounces thele words, the Provincial re- 
turns him all the writings which concern him, fuch 
as his oaths, his promifes, the minutes of his admiflion 
to the preceding degrees, the hiftory of his life which 
he had tranfmitted to the fuperiors, and all the notes 
tajeen by ; the Scrutators concerning him. 

This perhaps is one of the moft delicate traits of po. 
lioy of the feet. The chiefs have had full leifure to pry 
into the moft fecret rp cflffes of his heart, and the Scru- 
tators have no. further difeoyeriep to make. The can- 
didate may take back his oaths and his fecrets, but re- 
polle&ions (perhaps copies) ftill remain, and the Initi- 
ator may well cpnfinue : “ In future, you will owe usno- 
“ thing but that which- ypur heart : flia.H dictate. Wc 
tl do not tyrannize over men, we only enlighten them. 
a Have you found contentment, reft, : I satisfaction* hap- 
“ pinefs,; among ys ? Yoyi will not then abandon us. 
f? Can we have miftaken you, or can you have mifta- 
“~*ken usf It would be a, misfortune for ypu ; but you 
“ are free. Remember only that men free and hide* 
u . pendent do not offend each other; on the contrary, 

they afiift and mutually protect each other. Remem- 
t( her, that to offend another man, is to give him the* 
“right of defending himfeif. Do you wifh to make 
u a noble ufc of the power we give to you ? rely on 
“ our word : you (hall find zeal and protection among 
^ us. Could a dilinterefted zeal for your brethren 
4i glow in your heart, then labour at the grand object* 
“ labour for unfortunate human nature, and thy laft 
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* hour (hall be bleft. We aik nothing elfe from 
“ you, we afk nothing for ourfelves. Queftion your 
u own heart, and let it fay whether our conduft to 
“ you has not been noble and dilinterefted. After fo 
u many favours, could you be ungrateful, your heart 
4i fhould avenge us, and chaftife you. But no ; many 
t( trials have proved you to be a man of conftancy and 
“ refolution. Be fuch your charafter, and in future 
“ govern with us oppreffed man, and labour at ren- 
u dering him virtuous and free.” 

“ Oh, Brother! what a light, what hones! when 
“ one day happinefs, affection, and peace thall be the 
€t inhabitants of the earth ! when miferv, error, and 
u opprefEon, fhall difappear with fuperfluous wants! 
u when, each one at his rtation labouring only for the 

general good, every father of a family fhall be fo- 
t€ vereign in his tranquil cot ! when he that ivifhes to 
4i invade thefe [acred rights [nail not find an afylum on 
u the face of the earth ! when idlenefs fhall be no longer 
u fuftcred ! when the clod of ufilefs fcievces fi)all be cafi 
94 afide , and none fhall be taught but thofe which con- 
ie tribute to make man better, and to reinftate him in 
u his primitive freedom, his future deftiny ! when we 
u may flatter ourfelves with having forwarded that 
u happy period, and complacently view the fruits of 
u our labours ! when in nne, each man viewing his 
u brother in his fellow-creature, fhall extend a fuc- 
u couring hand— with us and ours you fhall find hap* 
u pinefs and peace, fhould you continue faithful and 
u attached to us. You will alfo remark, that the fign of 
u this degree confifts in extending your arms to a bro- 

* ther with your h^ids open, to mow that they are not 
“ fullied by injuftice or opprellion, and the gripe is to 
“ frize the brother by the two elbows, as it were to 
u hinder him from falling. The word is redemption .” 

The foregoing paflages fo clearly demonftrate the 
meaning of this word redemption , that the reader mud 
be furprifed at learning that there ftill remain further 
myfleries to be revealed.— The candidate is not yet 
admitted into the higheft clafs. He is only the Prince 
Illuminee, and has to gain admiflion to the two de- 
grees of Philofopher 9 and of the Man King . He is 

inverted in his new principality by receiving a buckler* 
VoL III. . U x 
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boots, a cloak, aud a hat. The words pronounced sf 
the inveftiture, are worthy of the reader^ attention. 

On prefinting the luckier , the Initiator fays, “ Arm 
€i thyfelf with fidelity, truth, and conftancy ; be a true 
“ Cfriftian , and the {hafts of calumny and misfortune 
« (hall not pierce thee.” Be a Chrtftian ! (und fiy cm 
Chrijl) ! ! What a ftrangc Chriftian ; what a wicked 
wretch then muft be the Initiator who dares carry his 
diflimulation to fuch lengths, and profane that facred 
name in myfteries fo evidently combined for the eradi- 
cation of every trace of Chriftianityl But the adept 
{miles, or his ltupidity muft be beyond expreflion if bfi 
does not fee through fo miferable a cant. 

On prefenting the boots : “ Be active in the fervico 
u of the good, and fear no road which may lead to 
“ the propagation or difeovery of happinefs.” This 
will recall to our minds the principle, whatever may be 
the mcansy fear not to employ them when they lead tet 
what the fed calls happinefc. 

On giving the cloak: u Be a prince over thy people j 
“ that is to fay, be finccre and wife, the benefactor of 
“ thy brethren, and teach them fcience.” The reader 
will not be at a lofs to underftand what fciencc. 

The formula of the hat is, “ Beware of ever ev 
“ changing this hat of liberty (diefen frey hdtjbut) foe 
* c a crown.” 

Thus decorated, the Prince Illurainee receives tho 
fraternal embrace,— He then liears read the Inftrudionr 
for his new degree ; but as they entirely relate (like 
thofe of the preceding degree) to the government of 
die brethren, they will be treated of in the laft pars 
pf the code. It is now time to proceed to the Grand 
Myfteries. 
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CHAP. XII. 

ftf'mth Part of the Code of the Illumitiees. —CLifs of the 
Grand Myjhries ; the Mage or the Philofophcr , and 
the Man King . 

B Y the great importance which the fe& places in The text 
the lait myfterics of Illuminifm, and the many 

S recautions it has taken to conceal them from the pub- ° c 
c view, I am compelled to begin this chapter with 
candidly declaring, that every attempt to difeover the 
original text of this part of the Code has been fruitlefs. 

Such an avowal, however, fhould not diiconcert the 
reader. Though the real text may be wanting, tfe 
have abundant matter to fupply its place. We have 
Weifhaupt's familiar correfpondence ; we are in pof 
feffion of the letters of many of the adepts who en- 
thufiaftically admired them ; and the avowals are (till 
extant of other adepts, who indignantly beheld fuch 
abominations. Our Judgment wifi be guided by laws 
laid down by Weilhaupt himfclf ; and the famous apo* 
logy of this monftrous legiflator will teach us how to 
appreciate them. Such materials are more than fuf& 
cient to fupply the deficiency of the literal text. It is 
true, that the crafty cant and afieAed enthufiafra of 
the Hierophant will be wanting ; but {he fubftance of 
his declamation, the extent and mouftrolity of his 
ultimate plots will lofe nothing of their evidence. Let 
us begin then by attending to their au$ior, and from 
him receive oyr firft impfeflions. 

Weilhaupt, when writing to Zviaek his incomparable Wei f- 
man, and fpeaking of the degree of Epopte 9 wherein 
impiety and rebellion feem to have {Rained every on thefc 
nerve to difleminate their venemous principles againit myfterie* 
church and (late, he fays, " One might be tempted 
“ to think that this degree was the laft and the molt fub- 
lime : I have, jieverthelefs, three more of infinitely 
u greater importance , -which / referve for our Grand 
u Myjhries. But thefe I keep at home, and only fliow 
“ them to the Areopagites, or to a few other brethren 
the mod diftinguiflied for their merit and their fer- 
W viccs.-WWere yoy here, J would admit you to my 
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a degree, for you are worthy of it— But I never fuffer 
K it to go out of my hands. It is of too ferious an 
u import ; it is the key of the ancient and modern, the 
u religious and political hiftory of the univerfe.* 
u That I may keep our provinces in due fubordina- 
u tion, I will take care to have only three copies of 
u this degree in all Germany ; that is to fay, one in 
* each Infpeftion.” He foon after writes again to the 
fame adept : u I have compofcd four more degrees 
u above that of Regent ; and with refpeft to thefe 
“ four, even the lowed of them, our degree of Pried 
€t will be but child's play”— fVo gegen den fcblcchejlen 
der priejler gt m ad hinder fpiel ftyn JoU.* 

Before we draw any conclufion toward forming our 
judgment, let me recall to the mind of the reader 
thofe letters wherein Weiihaupt declares, that every 
degree (hall be an apprenticelbip for the next, a fort 
of Novitiate for the higher degrees . That thefe degrees 
were always to be in crefcendo ; in fine, that in the laft 
clafs of the myfteries a perfect ftatement of the max- 
ims and polity of Illuminifm was to be given. Und 
am ende folgt die totale einficht in die politic und max- 
imen des ordens.f After fuch letters, the text of thefe 
myfteries is fcarcely neceffary. I know that thefe 
degrees were reduced to two for the laft clafs of the 
myfteTies ; I know, from the agreement made by the 
founder and his intimate adepts, that the firft W3S the 
Mage, or Philofopher ; the other, the Man King.% I 
will ftart from thefe data, and (hall not hefitate to 
lay, that this monftcr of impiety and of wickedtiefa 
impofes on himfelf when he fpeaks of degrees infinitely 
more important for the higher mvfteries, or when he 
pretends that thofe of Epopt and Regent are but puerile 
in comparifon with thofe which he referves for his 
intimate adepts. His execrable pride may flatter him 
with furpaffing even the devils themfelves, in his wic- 
ked inventions for fending forth the peftiferous Waft ; 
but their combined efforts could not fuggeft more 
hideous plots than thofe in which Wcifhaupt glories 
when calling them his lejfer myJleries.—NJhat ! the 

• Orig. Writ. VoL II. Let. 15, x 5 , 24, to Cato-Zwack. 

f Ibid. VoL I. Let. 4, to Cato. 

| Ibid. VoL II. Let. i, to Philo, and Second Part of Agreement e£ 
the Areopagitca. 
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row of annihilating every idea of religion, even to the 
Very name of a God ; the plan for overthrowing every 
government, even to the obliteration of evci j veftige 
of laws, authority, or civil fociety ; the wim of de- 
ftroying our arts and fciences, our towns, and even 
villages, that they may realize their fyftems of Liberty 
and Equality ; the denre of exterminating the greater 
part of human nature, to work the triumph of their 
vagabond clans, over the remaining part of mankind- 
Thefe vows and wifhes, thefe plots and plans, have 
already appeared in the lefier myfteries, and his adepts 
mull have been as ftupid as he willies them to be 
impious and wicked, if they have not feen through the 
web that veils from their fight the baleful abyfs. And, 
after all, it is not the objeft or the fubftance of their 
plots which is thus flightly veiled ; the terms alone are 
concealed. There only remains to fay, that all religion 
fhall be deftroyed for the adoption of Atheifm ; every 
conftitution, whether monarchical or republican, flial! 
be overthrown in favour of abfolute independence % 
property (hall be annihilated ; icience and arts (hall 
be ' ftipprcffcd 5 towns, houfes, and fixed habitations, 
reduced to afhes, for the re-eftablifhmcnt of die roam- 
ing and favage life, which the hypocrite, in his cant, 
calls the patriarchal life . Such arc the terms ; and the 
foroll of this hideous pantomime needed only to be tin- 
rolled, to tell the names of thofe who were to appear 
on the gloomy ftage of the laft myfteries. The adept 
had long fince inhaled the deleterious air with which 
Weifhaupt had fpared no pains to furround him ; and 
could he naufeate this, or turn away from thefe dif- 
aftrous machinations, the gates of the n.yfterious pit 
were fhut againft him. At fuch a fight nature fluid- 
ders — Tlie reader will cry out, None but monfters 
could have conceived or abetted fuch plots. Be it fo - 
I will not contradict him ; I only wifli to name thele 
monfters. — Behold Weifhaupt and his profound adepts! 
The reader will find the, proofs of this exclamation in 
Cbeir own writings. 

Weifhaupt, who divided his myfteries into two 
dalles, alfo diftributed his laft fecrets under two heads. 
Firft, Religion 5 which was the objeft of the A luges s 
The other comprehended what he called his Polity ; 
•and he refer ved it for the Man King , Let’ us fcpa- 


Digitized by Google 



144 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY 


Secret of 

the Mage; 
AtheiXm. 


firovcd by 
Wcif- 

Ji.iupt’, 

letter* 


lately inveftigate each of thefe degrees* commencing 
with that principle which he himlelf lays down, ana 
from which be never deviates, that each degree (ball 
be a preparatory concatenation of principles and doc- 
trines, the ultimate tendency of which was to form 
the objeft of the laft myfteries. Such a principle is 
more than fufficient to demonftrate that the fecrct to 
be imparted to his Mages can be no other than the 
mod abfolutc Atbeifm, and the total fubverfioh of 
every Religion. The adept, however, ha9 already 
imbibed fuch horrid principles ; and the feevet confifts 
in telling him, in plain terms, that it was towards that 
point the Seft had long fincc been leading him, and 
that in future all his thoughts, words, and aftbns, mull 
tend to fecond the views of the Seft in their monftrous % 
undertaking ; that in the preceding degrees the name 
of Religion had only been preserved the better to 
deftroy the thing ; but that in future the very name 
would only be tlic expredion of chimeras, or fuper- 
ftition, of fanaticifm, {imported by defpotifm and am- 
bition, as a tool for cnllaving mankind. 

This explication is no vain fancy of mihe. See 
Wcifliaupt confidentially writing to his intimate and 
incomparable Cato-Zwack: 

“ I firmly believe, that the fecret do&rine of Chrift 
“ had no other objeft in view than the re-eftablifhment 
€t of Jewifli Liberty, which is the explanation I give of it. 
u I even believe, that Frcemafonry is nothing tat a 
t{ Chriftianity of this fort ; at leaft, my explanation of 
“ their Hieroglyphics perfc&ly coincides with fuch an 
“ explanation. In this fenfe, nobody could blufli at 
“ being a Chriftian ; for I preferve the name , and fub - 
u Jlitute rcafoti) — denn ich Ioffe den namen, und fubfii- 
“ tjuere ihm die vernwijl?~* He continues : “ It is no 
“ trivial matter to have difeovered a new Religion 
“ and a new Polity in thefe tenebrous Hieroglyphics 
and he goes on to lay, u One might be induced to 
u think that this was my highelt degree ; I have, never- 
“ thelefs, three of infinitely more importance, for our 
" grand myfteries.”* Here then is Weilhaupt’s deci- 
fion on the degree of Epopt or IUuminized Priejl — It 
is ChrTftianity preferving the name of Religion , with 


* Original Writing*, VoL II. Let. IJ, to Cato. / 
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the Gofpel converted into a code by means of which 
Chrift taught the Jacobinical Equality and Liberty .f 
Here Weimaupt is tranfeendant m his wickedntfs and 
his impiety ; it is under the facrcd name of Religion 
that he teaches his diforganiziog principles of Equality 
and Liberty. After having led his Epopts to the pin- 
nacle of Impiety, to what farther lengths can he pofli- 
bly lead his Mage He may erafe the names of Reli- 
gion and God ? And this he will do in his higher myf- 
terics ; for who can expe& to find them when he fays, 
“ You know that the Unity of God was one of the fe- 
“ crets revealed in the myfteries of Eleufis ; as for that, 
11 there is no fear of any fucb thing being found in 
u mine?'* 

After this, can the name of God be expe&ed ever 
to be found in the myfteries of the Illuminized Mage 
for any other purpofe than to be blafphemed ? We lee 
this fame Weifhaupt referving all the Atheiftical pro- 
ductions for this degree ; he writes again to his incom- 
parable man : u With our beginners let us aft prudently 
€t with refpeft to books on Religion and Polity. In 
u my flan I referve them for the grand myfteries . At 
u firjft we muft put only books or hiftory or of meta- 
* phyfics into their hands. Let Morality be our pur- 
il liiit. Robinet , Mirabeau (that is to fey the fyftem of 
“ nature written by Diderot, though attributed to Mi- 
“ rabcau J the Social Syftem, Natural Polity , the Philo - 
“ fopby of Nature , atid fuch works, are referved for 
u my higher degrees.— At prefent they muft not even 
“ be mentioned to our adepts, and particularly fife/* 
“ vetius on Man.”X The reader here fees a lift of 
the moft Anti-religious and the moft Atheiftical 
works, || and tliat they are referved for thefe laft 
myfteries. As a preparation for them (borribile dic- 
ta !) the very idea of a God muft be eradicated from 
the mind of the adept. Can we doubt of this, when 
we fee Weilhaupt thus write: “ Do put Brother Nu- 
“ tnenius in correfpondence with me, I muft try to 
“ cure him of his Theofophical ideas, and properly 

f Sec the Difcourfe on the Degree of F.popt. 

• Original Writings, VoL I. Let. 4, to Cato. 

| Ibid. Let. 3, to Cato. 

{ See the Helvienne Letters on thefe Works. 
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ct prepare him for our views.— A/; will Urn fueben vott 
a der Theojophie zu curieren, urul zu unjeren abflchten 
u zu hejHinnien”f The Theofopher, or the man ftill 
believing in a God, is not fit for tbefe myfterieS ; Re- 
ligion then muft of courfe be irreconcileable with 
them. Were the confequenccs Ids evident, and fiiould 
we rejeft thefe fecret correfpondences, or condemn the 
laft oracles of the Hierophant to remain i vitlAn the 
hundred holts which keeps them hidden from the 
adepts ; I fay, even then, to afeertain what the tenets 
of the Seft are as to any worfhip or religion, we 
fhould not be neceffitated to enter that den of myfte- 
ries. Though Weifhaupt had not mentioned Religion 
ill his intimate correfpondence, the Atheiftical Confpi- 
racy of his myfteries would be evident, and why feck 
private documents when he has given us irrefragable* 
proofs of guilt in that which he publifhes as his 
apology ? 

B his apo- Two y ears a ^ ter ^ flight, Weifhaupt mod daringly 
logy. aflerts, that the Syftems of his Illuminifm (as publifhed 
by the civil powers) are but a mere fketch, a plan as 
yet too ilhdigcfted for the public to form any judg-' 
merit either on him or his adepts, from the Original 
Writings or his Confidential Correfpondence. He 
publifhes a new code, and calls it The corrcfted Syjlem 
of Illuminifm, with its degrees and conftitutions , If 
Adam JVeiphtupt , Counfellor to the Duke of Saxe Gothab 
Here at leaft we have a right to judge him and his 
myfteries, both in his apology and his correded de- 

E ees. But the reader will now view him in a new 
o ht. He is not only the confpiring infidel, but the 
inlolent Sophifter, infulting the public with all the 
haughtinefs of the moft daring Atheift, fhrugging his 
fhoulders in difdain at the reft of mankind ; and with 
impertinent pity faying to us all, as he did of the 
adepts whom he had duped, poor creatures / what could 
one not make you believe / 

I deign to caft my eyes on this apology, or the Illu- 
minifm correfted. He begins by telling us, that to 
have fuppofed him capable of compofmg fo extenfive 
a work in two years was doing him the honour of fup - 
pojing him gifted with mojl extraordinary talents ; ar.d 

t Ibid. VoL II. Let. 15, to Cato. 
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ir is in fuch terms that the Sophifter informs the public 
that he takes them for great fools. Let the contempt 
with which lie treats his readers be retorted upon hiin- 
felf; let neither him nor his accomplices expert to 
defcend to pofterky with any other diftin&ion than as 
the phenomena of vice and infamy. Are we to crouch 
in token of homage before the men who infolently feoff 
at their God and at the public weal ? I know not whe- 
ther Wei(haupt needed extraordinary talents or not, 
though I grant him all the art and cunning of the 
Sophifter ; but moft certainly he muft have prefumed 
much on the force of impudence when he flattered 
himfelf that the public would inevitably find that his 
corrected code contained no principles but fuch as 
would elevate the mind and tend to form great men.* 
What I And is, that it is nothing more than a medley 
of all the arts of bis original code for the education or 
rather depravation of his adepts. Did I with to form 
a ftupid atheift, this would be the work I fhould chufe 
to put into his hands. As early as the third degree, 
in place of a God reigning as freely as he does pow- 
erfully over this univerfe, I find the univerfe tranf- 
formed into a vaft machine, in which every thing is 
held together or put in motion by I know not what 
fatality, decorated fometimes by the appellation of 
God, at others, of nature. Again : did 1 wifh to de- 
corate with the name of providence a deftiny which 
cannot annihilate a jingle atom without depriving the 
flars of their fupport and involving the whole untverfc 
in ruin f this would be the work I fhould recommend : 
I would give it to the narrow-minded adept, who, in 
a world where every thing is faid to be neccflary, 
Ihould ftill pretend to talk of virtue or vices, or who 
could comfort himfelf for all the harm which the 
wicked could do him, by learning that the wicked like 
the virtuous man only followed the courfe which na- 
ture had traced for him ; and that they would both 
arrive at the fame point as himfelf ; In fine, I would 
put it into the hands of the imbecile, who would call 
t/je art of making merry the art of being always happy 

• So hoffe ich doch fallen all® darin ubereinkommen, dafs die In 
diefen graden aufgeftelltcn gniod^aae f ahig feyen, grouc und erhabene 
menfenen zu bildca —IntroJuflbn to bit corrtd:d fvftcm* 

VoL III. X 2 
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(ars femper gaudendi ;) the art of perfuading one’s (elf 
that one’s misfortunes are incurable, or that they are 
all neceffary.* But what reader will brook the irapu-' 
dence of that confpiring infidel, who, dedicating his 
myfteries as an apology to the whole world and all 
mankind — der welt utid dem menfeblieben gefchlecht — 
and pretending to prove that his original myfteries are 
not a confpiracy againft Religion, puts a difeourfe in 
the mouth of his new Hierophants, whofe very title 
characterizes the moft determined one both againft 
God and Religion ; he calls it, An mjlrudion for the 
Adepts vjho are inclined to the fancy of believing in or of 
adoring a God t I know it may be alfo tranflated, An 
mjlrudion for the Bretfjren inclining towards Theofb - 
pbical or Religious etitbufiafm.f But if both thefe 
tranflations be not fynonimous in the language of the 
Sophifters, let the reader judge, from the exordium of 
the difeourfe, which is the moft accurate. 

tc He who wifhes to labour for the happinefs of 
« mankind, to add to the content and reft of the hu- 
44 man fpecies, to decreafe their diflatisf aCtion (thefe 
a are literally the words of our Antitheofojphical So- 
44 phifter,) mult ferutinize and weaken thofe principles 
“ which trouble their reft, contentment, and happinefs. 
44 Of this fpecies are all thofe fyftems which are hoftile 
41 to the ennobling and perfecting of human nature ; 
u which unneceflarily multiply evil in the world, or 
44 represent it as greater than it really is: all thofe 
44 fyftems which depreciate the merit and the dignity 
44 of man, which diminifh his confidence in his own 
44 natural powers, and thereby render him lazy, pufil. 
44 lanimous, mean, and cringing : all thofe alfo which 
4< beget enthufiafm, which Bring human reafon into 
44 diferedit, aud thus open a free courfe for impofture : 
4 * All the Tbeojbphical and Myjlical Syftems ; all thofe 
44 which have a dir?tl or indirect tendency to fuch Syf 
a terns ; in fbort , all the principles derived from Tkcojb - 
4t phy f which , concealed in our hearts , often finift? by 
< £ leading men back to it , belong to this clafsA 

In the courfe of his inftru&ions, the reader is not to 
expeCl that Weifhaupt will make any exception in fa- 

* See in the coirefled Syftcm the Difeourfe on the third clafs. 

I Unterriet fur idle qiitglcidcr, wdche zu Thecfophifchca fchwajw 
mereven gcncight find 
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Vour of the revealed Religion, not even a hint at fuch 
an exception is to be feen — The Religion of Chrift is 
feprefented as a medley of the reveries of Pythagoras, 
of Plato, and of Judaifm. It is in vain for the It 
raelites to believe in the Unity of God, in the coming 
of a Meffiah ; it is in vain to aflert that fuch was the 
faith of their forefathers, of Abraham, Ifaac, and Ja- 
cob, long before they entered Egypt or Babylon ; it is 
in vain to prove, that the adoration of the golden Calf, 
or of the god Apis, was punifhed by the Almighty as 
a prevarication of their Religion : Nothing will ferve 
the Sophifter ; he will declare in his corrcfled code, that 
the Religion of the Jews was but a modification of 
the reveries of the Egyptians, of Zoroafter, or of the 
Babylonians. To correft his adepts, he teaches them 
to caft alide the Creation as a chimera unknown to 
antiquity, and to reduce all Religion to two Syftems— 
The one, that of matter co-eternal with God, a part of 
God, proceeding from God, caft forth and feparated 
from God, in order to become the world—' The other, 
matter co-eternal with God, without being God, but 
worked bv God, for the formation of the univerfe. 
On thefe foundations he builds a general hiftory of all 
Religions and makes all appear equally abfurd. The 
reader might be tempted to think that thefe leffons 
had been compofed before the hegira or rather pro- 
scription of the author of Illuminifm. They may have 
been compiled for one of thofe difeourfes which he 
declares to be of more importance than that of the 
Hierophant in the degree or Epopt.— He precifely fol- 
lows the courfe which Knigge represents as the grand 
objeft of the laft myfteries. He makes, after Ws fa- 
fhion, a general compilation of all the fchools of Phi- 
lofophifin and of its Syftems ; and hence he deduces 
Chriftanity and all Religions. The refult of the whole 
is, that all Religions are founded on impofture and 
chimera, all end in rendering man cowardly, lazy , 
cringing and fuperjlitious ; all degrade him, and trouble 
his repoie.* And it is thus that this Sophifter, under 
pretence of his juftification, daringly afts that part in 
public which before he ‘had only ventured to aft under 
{he cover of his myfteries. He fallies forth from his 

* See the laft difeourfe of lUwninifin corrc&e& 
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baleful abyfe but to proclaim to the world what here- 
tofore be had only hinted to his adepts in private, — 
that the time was at length come for the overthrow of 
every Altar, and the annihilation of every Religion. 

Are any further proofs neceflary to demonftrate the 
objeft of the grand myfteries t The teftimony of 
Knigge cannot be objeXed to, nor can Knigge pre- 
tend or wifh to miflead Zwack when confidentially 
torrefponding with him. Both had figned the agree-* 
ment of the Areopagites refpcftmg the compilation of 
the degrees of Iliuminifm.* Let us then attend to 
thefe two adepts— Philo-Knigge lias been exhibiting ail 
that he has done, according to Weifhaupt’s inftruftions, 
in the degree of Epopt , to demonftrate that Chrift had 
no other view than the eftablifhmcnt of natural Reli- 
gion, or, in die language of Iliuminifm, the rights of 
Liberty and. Equality. Knigge then continues : “ Af- 
u ter having thus mown to our people that we are 
u the real Chriftians, we have only a word to add 
“ againft Priefb and Princes. I have made ufe of 
« fuch precaution in the degrees of Epopt and of Re- 
u gent, that I fhould not be afraid of conferring them 
** on Kings or Popes, provided they had undergone 
** the proper previous trials. In our lad myfteries we 
u have to acknowledge this pious fraud ; to prove, 
v upon the teftimony of authors, the origin of all the 
u religious impoftures, and to expofe the whole with 
* their connexions and dependencies."! 

Such, reader, is that word to add, which was to be 
{poken only in die laft myfteries of Iliuminifm 1 That 
word againft priefts and the minifters of every wor- 
fhip ! That word on the pious fraud , or rather laby- 
rinth of impiety, in which the fed had involved the 
candidate on his firft entrance into the Order, only to 
extricate him when he was judged worthy of their laft 

• Sec this agreement in the Original Writings, VoL II. Part IL figned 
the 20 Adarmctb 1551, or Anno Domini, 10 December 1781. 

f Da nun die leute fchen dafs wir die einzigen achten wahren Chrif* 
ten find, fo dSrfen, wir da gegen ein word mehr gegen pfaffen und 
f urften re den ; doch habe ich diefc fo gethan, dais ich papfie und kftnige 
nach vorhergegangener priifung, in dicL grade aufoenmen wollte. In- 
dem hoheren myftcrien lollte man dann A diefc piam fraud* s* entdeckcn* 
und B aus alien fehrifften den nrfpnmg aller rcligiftzen Iflgen, und 
deren zufammenhang entwickcln— Original Writings JW, IX. Lei. 1, 
from Philo to C*ito% 
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Myfteries ! The adept muft certainly be of weak intcb 
leds, and his credulity muft border on ftupiditj, if he 
has not, in the degree of Epopt, and long before, ol> 
fervcd whither they were leading him. But fhottld 
he really be ftill in the dark, or could be view*wkh 
indignation the artifices which hate been ufed with 
him ) if all refledion have not abandoned him ; what 
Will not the very terfti of pious fraud dlfcover to him f 
Will it not recall to his mind, M that on the firft invita* 
“ tions of the fed, to entice him into their Order, the^ 
* began by telling him, that nothing contrary to relfc 
u gion would ever enter the projeds of the Orderf 
44 Does he not remember, that this declaration was rei 
u peated on his admiflion into the noviciate, aHd reite- 
44 rated when he was received into the minerval aca* 
“ demy \ Has he forgotten, how ftrongly the fed 
44 enforced the ftudy ot morality and of virtue in the 
a firft degrees, and how carefully it ifolated both 
u froiii religion ? When pouring forth its encomium on 
u religion, did not the fed infmuate, that true religion 
“ widely differed from thofe myfteries and worfhip 
44 which had degenerated in the hands of the pried* 
“ hood ? Does he remember with what art and affeded 
u refped it fpoke of Chrift and his Gofpel in the de* 
44 grees of Major IUuminee , of Scotch Knight , and of 
44 Epopt; how the Goipel was infenfibly metamorphoA 
“ ed into illuminized reafon, its morality into that of 
“ Nature ; and from a moral, reafonable, and natural 
“ religion, how a religion and a morality of the rights 
44 of man, of Liberty and Equality , were deduced t 
44 Does he reflcd how all the different parts of this 
44 fyftem and opinions of the fed were mfinuated to 
44 him, how naturally they occurred and appeared to 
44 have been foftered in his own breaft ? Could not 
44 the Sed fay to him, ’tis true, we put you on the 
44 way, but you were much more earneft in folving 
44 our queftions than we in anfwering yours. When, 
44 for example, we alked whether the religions which 
44 nations had adopted fulfilled the objeds for which 
44 they were intended ; whether the pure and fimple 
44 religion of Chrift was really that which different 
44 Seds profeffed at this prefent day, we knew what to 
44 believe, but we wifhed to know how far you had 
44 inhaled* our principles. We had a multitude of 
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¥ prejudices to conquer in you, before we could fuc- 
u ceed in perfuading you that the pretended religion 
u of Chrift was but an invention of prieft-craft, im- 
u pofture, and tyranny. If fuch be the cafe with the 
u much-admired and loudly proclaimed Gofpel, what 
u are we to think of all other religions ? Learn, then, 
u that they are all founded on fiftion, all originate in 
“ impofition, error, impofture, and chimera. Such is 
u our fecret. All the windings we made ; the hypo- 
u thefes we aflTumed ; the promifes fet forth ; the pa- 
€C negyric pronounced on Chriil and his fecret fchools ; 
u the fable, of Mafonry being for a long time in pot 
U feflion of his true dodlrines, and our Order being 
€t at prefent foie depofitary of his myfteries, can no 

* longer be fubjecls of furprife. If, to overturn Chrit 
€t tianity and every religion, we pretended folely to 
€t poffels true Chriftianity, the true religion, remember 
u that the end f until fie s the means, that the fage mujt 
“ make ufe 6 f all thofe means for good purpofes , which 
“ the wicked do for evil. The means we have em- 
€t ployed to rid you, and which we continue in order to 

* rid mankind of all religion, are but a pious fraud, 
4f which we always meant to reveal to you when 
“ admitted to the degree of Mage, or of IUuminized 
“ Philofopber / / ! ** 

the To thefe refleftions on the word to he added in the 
mvowal of laft myfteries (fufficiently demonftrated by the afeenfion 
Sepiu 1 ^ thc ^g rc cs, by Weimaupt’s apology, by his intimate 
correfpondence, and that of his molt perfect adepts) 
let us fubjoin the avowal of a man little calculated 
indeed for a member of fuch an abominable tribe, but 
who has better than any perfon known how to tear 
the mafk from their hideous countenances, and expofe 
their wickednefs. I am acquainted with his real 
name ; I am aware that it would greatly add to the 
confidence of the public; but I alfo know that could 
Illuminifm difeover his afylum, it would follow him to 
drink his blood, though it were to the fouthern pole. 
He is then entitled to lecrecy ; till now it has been ob- 
ferved, nor will I be the firft to infringe his right. 
The Germans have paid him homage, and, ignorant 
of his name, they have fumamed him Biederman, or 
Man of Honour ; at leaft, it is under that denomina- 
tion that his works are generally cited. All that I 
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can fay in addition to what the public is already in 
pofleflion of refpefting this gentleman is, that nothing 
could have induced him to continue fo difgufting a 
epurfe, but a zeal for the public welfare, and a juft 
opinion, that the only means of preventing the effects 
of the conspiracy of the fed was to make their machi- 
nations public. — Having palled through all the degrees, 
he was at length admitted to the laft myfteries. He 
publifbcd thole of Epopt or Prieft, and of Regent , 
under the title of Lafi Works of Plnlo and Spartacus. 
He fubjoiped the inliruftions belonging to thofe de- 
grees, with a Critical Hijtory of all the degrees of Illumu 
Hifm . Had I no other guarantee of the veracity of his 
affertions, than their glaring coincidence with the ori- 
ginal writings, which is beyond all doubt with the at- 
tentive investigator, I fhoidd not hefitate in declaring 
Jiim tp be the man that has given the trueft account, 
and was beft acquainted with the feft. The certifi- 
cate at the head of the degree of Epopt and Rcgent f 
for a more perfeft knowlcage of which the public is 
indebted to him, 1 look upon as undoubtedly genuine. 
J know a peripn who has lecn and read this certificate 
in the original, in P/tfYo-Knigge’s own handwritings 
and who Has feen the fea) of the Order attached to 
this certificate. I thus particularize becaufe the pub- 
tic is entitled, in difculfions of this importance, to 
know how for I have extended my refearches, and 
how far the grounds I work upon deferve to be ere- 
dited.— The paflage I am about to quote is looked 
upon as fundamental by all German authors ; it is 
from Biedcrman, and occurs near the end of his Cri- 
iical Hi/lory. 

u With refpeft to the two degrees of* Mage and of 
u Man Kingy there is no reception, that is to fav, there 
“ are no ceremonies of initiation. Even the Ele& are 
u not permitted to tranferibe thefe degrees, they only 
tc hear them read ; and that is the reafon why I do not 

* publifli them with this work.” 

“ The firft is that of Mage, allb called Philofopher. 

* It contains the fundamental principles of Spinofifm. 
u Here every thing is material ; God and the world 
1 * are but one and the fame thing ; all religions are 

Yol. III. Y 
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41 inconfijlent , chimerical, and the invention of ambi- 
“ tious men.”* 

* Der erfte, welcher Magus auch Philofophus heift, en- 
th'alt fpinofiftiche grundsatze, nach welchen alles materiel], 
Gott und die welt einerley, alle religion unftatthafl, und eine 
erfindung herfiichtiger menfehen ift. 

'I might have quoted the teftimony of another adept, who 
writes as follows to the authors of the Eudemonia : ( Vol. III. 
No. 2, Art. 4.) 44 I alfo can declare that I have been prefent 
v at the grand myfteries ; particularly, that in 1785 I was 
M entrufted with the inftrudlions of the degree of Mage or 
u Pbilofopher ; and that the fhort defeription given in the 
44 Endliches Schicksal (or the laft objeft of Free-. 
44 mafonry) is perfe< 5 Hy exatt and well-grounded.” Tho 
author of the Endliches Shickfal has only, like myfelf, copied 
the text from Biederman . 1 have no knowledge of this new 

adept. 1 fee he has figned bis letter, defiring the authors of 
the Eudemonia' not to make life of his name without an ab- 
folute neceffity. 44 Befides,” he adds, “ I am a Roman Ca- 
“ tholic 5 and in the country in which 1 live might find dif- 
41 agreeable conferences from not having afked to be ab- 
44 folved from my oath, before I publi/hed what I had promifed 
44 to keep feeret. n Sir, I am a Catholic as well as yourfelf, 
and (hould with to know where you have learned, that the 
oath you had taken to the Illuminees was fuperior to that you 
had taken to the ftate. How then could you reconcile with 
your confcicnce the keeping back from the magiftrate or the 
prince fuch proofs as you had acquired of a confpiracy againft 
the ftate \ Yes, do penance, and afk abfolution for having 
taken fuch an oath, and for not having been true to the oath 
of allegiance which you had fw.orn to the (late, and from 
which you could not be abfolved by any power on earth. — — 
What fingular ideas are foraetim^s formed of probity ! To 
perfuade one’s felf that one is bound by an oath to a band of 
confpirators, while the oath of allegiance is overlooked !— 
Sir, had you faid, that it was neceflary to take proper pre- 
cautions for your fecurity, that wretches pretending to the power 
of life and death might not aflaflinate you, nothing could be 
more natural ; take your precautions while informing the pub- 
lic magifirate, but do not come and give us as an excufe your 
fidelity to an oat!), which in itfclf is nothing lefs than a per- 
jury to the Hate. 

Notwithftanding, however, the reproach juftly merited by 
this adept, his tellimony is not to be negletfed, fince he has 
feot his name to the editors of the Eudemonia, a journal 
printed at Franckfort on the Mein, and highly deferring of 
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u Divers principles,” continues the author, “ thrown 
u out in the preceding degrees might in fome meafure 
u point out the object the ft ft had in view.” Certainly 
nothing could be better grounded than fuch a furmile 
—Nature, fo often united with God, represented aftive 
like God, following, with the fame immenfity of pow- 
er, the fame wifdom as God, the courfe which it had 
traced ; a hundred fuch expreflions in the mouth of 
the Hierophant evidently indicated, that the God of 
Weifhaupt was that of Spinofa ot Lucretius, no other 
than matter and the univerfe ; in fine, the God of Athe- 
ifm. Let the Sieur D’Alembert aflert, that nothing 
can be more oppofite to Atheifm than Spinofifm ;* ot 
let Spinofa fay, that, fo far fi*om being an Aiheift, he 
converts every thing into God ; will fuch an excufe 
raife pity or indignation in the reader ? To deny that 
there is any other God than the world, is evidently 
denying the only being that can juftly be called God. 

It is laughing at men, to wi(h to make them believe, 
that the perion is preserved becaufe they do not dare 
Aeftroy tlie name, at the very time that the name of 
God is only ufed as an agent for the annihilation of 
every idea of a Deity. 

I think I have fufficiently demonftrated, that the 
firft objeft of thefe grand myfteries of Illuminifn^ 
prepared with fo much art and cunning, is no other 
than to plunge the adepts into a monftrous Atheifm, 
to perfuade all nations that religion is but an invention 
of ambitious impoftors, and that to deliver nations 
from this defpotifm of impofture, and recover the fa- 
mous rights of man, Liberty and Equality, they muft 
begin by annihilating every religion, every worfliip, 
every altar, and ceafe to believe in a God. 

Let us continue the declaration of B'tedermm , and The Man 
the objeft of the laft part of the myfteries (or the de- 
gree of the Man King) will be equally clear. c 

encouragement for the vigour with which the editors combat 
the Illuminees. Their writings have frequently corroborated 
materials that I had received from Auftria and Bavaria, which 
gives me great confidence in the refearches 1 have made. 

• Panegyric of Mobtefquieu. 

Vol. III. Y a 
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“The (econd degree of the grand myfteries,” he 
fays, “ called the Man King , teaches that every in- 
“ habitant of the country or town, every father of a 
“ family, is fovereign, as men formerly were in the 
“ times of the patriarchal life, to which mankind is 
“ once more to be carried backj that, in confequence, 
“ all authority and all magiftracy mull be deftroyed. 
“ —I have read thefe two degrees, and have patted 
u through all thofe of the Order.”f 

How well authenticated foever this teftimony may 
be, Hill one is loth to think that there could hav* ex- 
ifted men at once fo abfurd and fo wicked as to take 
fuch exquilite pains to educate their adepts merely to 
addrefs them in the end to the following purpofe : 
“ All that we have done for you hitherto was only to 
11 prepare you to co-operate with us in the annihilation 
u of all Magiftracy, all Governments, all Laws, and 
“ all Civil Society ; of every Republic and even De- 

mocracy, as well as of every Ariftocracy or Monar- 
“ chy— It all tended to infufe into you and make you 
“ infeniibly imbibe that which we plainly tell you at 
" prefent— All men are equal and free, this is their 
“ imprefcriptible right ; but it is not only under the 
€t dominion of Kings that you are deprived of the ex- 
w ercife of thefe rights. They are annulled wherever 
“ man recognizes any other law than his own will. 
“ We have frequently fpoken of Defpotifm and of 
u Tyranny ; but they are not confined to an Arifto- 
“ cracy or a Monarchy : Defpotifm and Tyranny as 
“ efleptially refidc in the Democratic fovereignty of 
“ the people, or in the legiflative people, as in the 
“ legiflative King. What right has that people to 
u fubjed me ana the minority to tlie decrees of its 
“ majority ? Are fuch the rights of nature ? Did the 
“ fovereign or legiflative people exift any more than 
“ Kings or Ariftocratic Legiflators at that period when 
“ man enjoyed his natural Liberty and Equality ?— 
“ Here then are our myfteries— All that we have faid 

t Der zweyte, Sex gennant, Ichrt dafs jedcr Hauer, Burger uhd 
hauMter ein fcui^ain fey, wie in dem ^atriarchalifchen leben, auf wel- 
ches die Icute weider ziinick-gcbracht werden miiflen, gewelen fey; 
und daf* folglich alle obrigkeit wegfaQen muflt — Diefe beyden graden 
habc auch icli, der ich in dem orden alles dunchgegangen bin, felibft 
gelefcu. li’cL 
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u to you of Tyrants and Defpots, was only dcfigncd in* 
“ fcnllbly to lead you to what we had to impart con- 
€t certiing the defpotifm and Tyranny of the people 
u th&nfelves. Democratic governments are not more 
u confonant with nature than any others. If you alk, 
€t How it will be poflible for men aflerrtbled in towns 
%t to live in future without laws, magiftrates, or con* 
x< ftituted authorities,— the anfwer is clear, Defert your 
u towns and villages, and fire your houfes. Did men 
u build houfes, villages, or towns in the days of the 
xt Patriarchs ? They were all equal and free 5 the earth 
4t belonged to them all, each had an equal right, and 
x< lived where he tbtrfe. Their country was the world, 
“ and they were not confined to England or Spain, t6 
tc France or Germany ; their country was the whole 
€t earth, and not a Monarchy or petty Republic in 
€i fome corner of it. Be equal and tree, and you will 
u be cofmopolites or citizens of the world. Could you 
44 but appreciate Equality and Liberty as you ought, 
“ you would view with indifference Rome, Vienna, ra- 
ris, London, or Conftantinople in flames, or any of 
u thofe towns, boroughs, or villages which you call your 
u country Friend and Brother, fuch is the grana Te- 
“ cret which we reserved for our Myfteries ! ! !” 

It is painful indeed to believe, that ftupidity, pride, 
and wickednefs, fhould have thus combined to prepare 
adepts, who, attending Weilhaupt’s Myfteries, could 
miftake them for the Oracles of true Wifdom and 
tranfeendant Philofophy. How may Jacobins and thofe 
pretended patriots of Democracy blufh, when they 
learn the real objeft of the Seft which direfts their 
aftions ; when they learn that they have only been die 
tools of a Seft whofe ultimate objeft is to overturn 
even their Democratic Conftitutioils 1— But in attribut- 
ing fuch language to the Hierophant of the laft Myfte- 
Yies, what more have I faid than the Illuminizing Le- 
giflator has already declared ! What other can be die 
meaning of his Patriarchal or of his Nomade or roam - 
ing lift, of thofe vagabond clans, or of man dill in 
the favage ftate i* What Democracy even could con- 
Cft with the Patriarchal life or the vagabond clans? 
Where is the neceflity for attending the laft Myfteries, 

• Original Writings, VoL II. Let. to, to Cato, 


By the fore- 
going de- 
grees. 
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to learn from the Seft itfelf the extent of their con* 
fpiracies? We have feen Weiftiaupt curfing that day 
as one of the moft difaftrous for mankind, when, unit- 
ing themfelves in civil fociety, they inftituted Laws 
and Governments, and firft formed nations and people . 
We have feen him depreciate nations and the national 
fpirit as the grand fource of- Egotifm ; call down ven- 
geance on the laws, on the rights of nation? as incom- 
patible with the laws and rights of nature . What 
elfe can the Seft mean by faying, that nations fhail 
difappear from the face of the earth , than the annihila- 
tion of ah civil or national fociety ? Why thofe blaf- 

{ jhemies againft the love of one's country, if not to per- 
uade the adepts to acknowledge none ?— Have we not 
heard the Hierophant teaching that true morality con- 
futed in the art of cafting Princes and Governors afule 
and of governing one's Jelft that the real original Jin 
in mankind was their uniting under the laws of civil 
fociety ; that their redemption could be accompliflied 
only by the abolition of this civil ftate > And when his 
frantic hatred againft all government exalts his imagi- 
nation, does he not cnthufiaftically exclaim, Let the 
laughers laugh , the fcoffers feoff ; fill the day will come % 
when Princes and Nations Jl)all difappear from the face 
of the earth ; a time when each man J hall recognize no 
other law' but that of his reafon ? Nor does he hefitate 
to fay, that this JhaU be the grand work of Secret 
Societies. They are to reinftate man in his rights of 
Equality and Liberty, in an independence of every law 
but that of his reafon. Such he formally declares to 
be one of the grand myfteries of his llluminifm ;* and 
can the reader quietly fit down and think that all thefe 
declarations of the author of llluminifm, who mud 
be fuperior to his Myfteries, have not the abfolute ruin 
of every law, government, and civil fociety in view i 
Has he not feen the Seft anticipating thofe obje&iona 
which evidence might have fuggefted againft fyftems 
ftill more wicked than ftupid ; forewarning the adepts, 
that independence once more reftored among men, it 
was not to meet the fame fate it formerly had, and 
was never to be loft again teaching that mankind, 
having acquired wifdom by its difafters, will refcmblc 

* See the Degree of Epopt. 
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a man corrected of his errors by long experience, and 
who carefully avoids thofe faults which were the caufe 
of his paft misfortunes? Has not the reader heard 
him proclaim to his eledt, that this independence once 
recovered, the empire of the laws and all civil fociety 
would ceafe ; and will he (till continue to difbelieve 
the exiftence of the moll deliberate and mod danger- 
ous Confpiracy that ever was formed againft fociety ! 

Should any of my readers be weak enough to be 
feduced by the imaginary fweets of a patriarchal life, 
fo artfully promifed by Wcifbaupt, let them receive 
the explanation of that life from thefc pretended 
Apoftlcs of Nature. 

At my ourfet I did not only declare, that the de- 
ftrudtion of civil fociety was the objedt of their views; 
I did not confine myfelf to faying, that ftiould Jaco- 
binifin triumph every Religion and every Government 
would be overthrown ; but I added, that to whatever 
rank in fociety you may belong , your itches and your 
fields , your houfes and your cottages , even your very 
ivhws and children would be tom prom you* I alfo re- 
jected fanaticifm and etithufiafm in my own and my 
reader's name. I have faid it, and, adopting the fim- 
pleft conftrudtion, do not proofs of the moft extenfive 
plots croud upon us from the very lefions of the Sedt ? 
Can common fenfe, nay can the ftrongeft prejudice, 
refufe to admit fuch powerful evidence ? 

Let him who mav wifh to preferve his field, his 
houfc, or the fmalleft part of his property, under this 

f >atriarchal Jife, go back to the leper Myjteries ; there 
et him hear the Hierophant teaching the adept, that 
it would have been happy for man, u Had he known 
“ how to preferve himfelf in the primitive ftate in 
u which nature had placed him !— But foon the un- 
“ happy germ developed itfelf in his heart, and reft 
u and happinefs difappeared. As families multiplied, 
“ the neceflary means of fubfiftence began to fail. The 
“ Nomade or roaming life ceafed ; Property began; Men 
“ chofc fixed haHtations ; Agr iculture brought them to - 
u get her P What were in the eyes of the Scdl the 
dreadful confequences of this deviation from the No- 
Wade or Patriarchal life ?— Why the Hierophant liaft- 

* Chap, I. 
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ens to tell us, Liberty was mined in its foundations , and 
Equality difippeared. This Patriarch ill or Nomade life 
is then no other than that which preceded property t 
the building of fixed habitations , of houfes, cottages, 
or th-: cultivation of your fields . It was this beginning 
of property therefore, the building of fiabitations, the 
cultivation of lands, g^hich ftruck the firft mortal blow 
at Equality and Liberty. Should any one wifti to 
return to the Patriarchal or Nomade life with fuch 
wretches as thefe apofties of Liberty and Equality, let 
him begin by renouncing his property ; let him aban- 
don his houle and his field ; let him, in unifon with the 
Sed, declare, that the firft blafphemy which was utter- 
ed againft Equality and Liberty was by the man who 
firft faid my field, my houfe, my property. 

It muft be voluntary blindnefs, indeed, in the man 
who will not fee the hatred conceived and the Confpi- 
racies entered into by the Sed againft titles or pre- 
tenfions to, nay againft the very exiftence of property. 
It will acknowleoge none, nor can it in any fhape be 
compatible with their explanations of Equality and Li- 
berty, or with that primitive ftate of nature which no 
more entitles you or me to the pofieffion of this gold 
or filver, or that field, than it does a third perfon. 

Here it is not {imply the queftion of eftablilhing 
the Agrarian Laws, where lands, riches, and other 
properties are to be equally diftributed among all ; it 
is not limply to abolifli the diftindion of rich and 
poor ; no, every property is to be deftroyed, that of 
the poor like that of the rich. The firft man who 
was weary of the Nomade , roaming, vagabond, and 
favage life, built a cot and not a palace. The firft 
who furrowed the earth was in queft of bread and not 
of gold ; but he neverthelefs, according to the princi- 
ples of the Sed, was the man who ftruck the firft 
deadly blow at Equality and Liberty. Poor or rich 
man then, according to the doftrine of the Sed, the 
field you have recovered from the wafte, and that 
you have cultivated, belongs to me equally as to you, 
or elfe to nobody ; I, though idle and inadive, am 
entitled to the fruit of your labours ; I have a right to 
{bare thofe fruits which you have raifed on the land 
which I left uncultured. Does not Equality difappear, 
whether it be a poor or rich man who (hall pretend 
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to be entitled to or fay this field is mine, I have that 
property ? If the poor man has a title to his proper- 
ty, has not the rich man alfo one ? Treafurcs and 
palaces are no more property than the cot or cottage. 
Here an Illumince ipies want, there abundance ; Equa- 
lity and Liberty are every where Jbanifhcd ; Defpotifin 
or Slavery is univerfal. Neverthelefs, Liberty and 
Equality in his eyes are the rights of nature, and he 
beholds them mortally wounded on the firft appear- 
ance of property, when man became ftationary. Poor 
or rich, you all imbrued your hands in this foul aflafli- 
nation of Equality and Liberty when you pretended to 
p roperty ; from that inftant you are both involved 
in the curfe pronounced in the myfteries ; you arc both 
objects of the Confpiracies of the Seft from the firft 
inftant that you dared aflTert your right to your habi- 
tations whether cots or palaces, to your properties, 
whether fields or domains. But thefc cannot be the 
whole of the fecrets; they are only thofe of the Idler 
myfteries. Weifhaupt has revealed them to his Epopts ; 
he reftrrves the grander fecrets for his Mage and Man - 
King ; then let any man rich or poor harbour, if he 
can, a hope of feeing the Seft refpeft his> property. 
Or rather let him behold the Se<ft at prefent pillaging 
the rich in favour of the poor. The laft myfteries dr 
■ultimate confpiracy will take place ; and then the poor 
-man will learn, that if Illuminifin begins by pillaging 
the rich, it is only to teach him that he is no better 
entitled to his property than the rich man was, and 
that the time is near when he wiH alfo be pillaged and 
fall a victim to the curfe which has been pronounced 
againft every proprietor. 

The progrefs of this Sophifm is worthy of remark. 
If we judge by its prefent growth, what a gigantic 
form will it aflume for ^ofterity ! The Genevde So- 
pliiftcr of Liberty and Equality, anticipating the mo- 
dern Spartacus, had already dogmatically afferted, 
€i That the man who, having enclofed a piece of 
“ ground, firft took upon himfelf to fay this is mine , 
tl and found beings fimple enough to believe him y was 
u the true founder of civil fociety.^ He then conti- 
“ nues : — u What crimes, what wars, what murders, 
“ what miferies, wliat horrors would that man have 
Vol. III. Z 
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u /bared mankind, who, tearing down the feAces of 
“ filling up the ditches of this new enclofure, had cal- 
“ led out to his equals, beware of hearkening to this 
“ impoftor, you are ruined if ever you forget that the 
“ fruits belong to aU> though the land belongs to none**” 
How many crimes and fpoiiations would Roufleau 
have fpared the French Revolution, if, contemning fo 
difaftrous a paradox, he had faid with more judgment 
and veracity, “ The firft man who enclofed a piece of 
land and took upon himfelf to lay, this belongs to no - 
body , I will cultivate it, and from fterile it fhall be- 
come fertile ; I will follow the courfe which nature 
fhall point out to me, to raife fuftenance for me, my 
wife and children, and this land will become my pro- 
perty \ The God of nature, who as yet has given it 
to nobody, offers and will give it to him who fhall 
firft cultivate it in reward for his labour.—' The firft 
man who held fuch language, feconding the views of 
nature, and meeting with beings wife enough to imi- 
tate him, was the true benefaaor of mankind . He 
taught his children and his equals, that they were not 
made to difpute the wild fruits of the earth one with 
another, nor with the favage beafts of the foreft : no, 
he taught them, that there exifted focial and domeftic 
virtues far preferable to the roaming and often fero- 
cious life of the Notnades . His pofterity was blefled, 
his generations were multiplied. If it was not in hit 
power to avert all the evils, he at leaft deftroyed the 
nrft of them, that fterility which ftinted the very 
growth of life and drove the fcanty population of the 
earth into the fortfts like wild beafts, and too often 
aflimilated them to the lion or the tiger, to whom 
they frequently fell a prey. 

Had the Sophifter of Geneva held this language, he 
would not have expofed himfelf to the ignominy of 
being the precurfor of Weiftiaupt.— But human imbe- 
cility has lavilhed its praifes on this paradox, and have 
decorated it with the name of Philofpphy ! The Ba- 
varian Sophifter adopts the dodlrine of Rouffeau, and 
the delirium of pride has only refined on the phrenzy 
of wickedtiefs. That which in the mouth of the mat 
ter had been but a paradox in fupport of the wildeft 

* Lifcourfe on the inequality of iUtiont, VoL II. 
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Independence, becomes in the fcholar (without divert- 
ing itfelf of its folly) the blacked of confpiracies. 

It is now too late to fay, that thofe were the wild 
chimeras of the Sophirterg; at prefent we are com- 
pelled to fay, fuch are the plots contriving againft all 
and each one's property, plots which have been aw- 
fully illuftrated by the fpoliadon of the Cliurch, of the 
Nobility, of the Merchants, and of all rich proprietors 
-—Let them be called chimeras if you. are fo determin- 
ed ; but remember, that they are the chimeras of 
Weifhaupt, of the genius of confpiring brigands, of a 
genius the mod fertile in fm>hifms and artiface for the 
execution of thofe plans fuppofed to be chimerical. 

What Jean Jaques teaches his Sophifters, the modern 
Spartacus inrnfes into his Illuminized legions, Tfe fruits 
belong to all, the land to none. He farther (bates in his 
dark recedes, When property began , Equality and LU 
berty disappeared ; ana it is in the name of this Equa- 
lity and of this liberty that he confpires, that he in- 
vites his confpirators to reftore mankind to the patri- 
archal or wandering life. 

Let not the reader be impofed upon by the term Againft 
patriarchal life. The illumimzing Hierophant fpcaks paternal 
of Abraham and of the patriarchs, of the father prieji ajrt ® orit 7* 
and king , foie Jovereign over his family. He is not to 
expeft to fee the father furrounded by his children 
xxerdfing the fweeteft of all dominions, and each child, 
docile to the didates of nature, revering the orders 
and anticipating the will of a beloved father. No i . 
this Empire is as imaginary as his prieftbood. We 
have feen in the degree of Mage , that the illuminized 
patriarch can no more pretend to the acknowledgment 
of a God than can an Atheift. We mud then begin 
by withdrawing from the patriarchal life that intereft- 
ing light of the father offering up to heaven the pray- 
ers of his children, facrificing in their name, and exer- 
cifing in the midft of them the fbndions of the pried 
of the living God. Ip the next degree of the myk 
teries all his dominion over his children is to difappear, 
as his priefthood has already done. Nor was I afraid 
to aflert in the beginning of this work, If Jacobitiifm 
triumps—your very children fhdl be tom from you . I 
Row repeat ir ; all this pretended fovercignty of the 
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father is but a confpiracy againft the paternal auth ori- 
ty. The proofs are extant m the codes of the fed. 

Here again is Weilhaupt deprived of the glory of 
the invention. Rouflcau and the Encyclopeuifts had 
long (ince told us, that the authority of the father cea fed 
•with the •wants of the fon ; this was one of their princi- 
ples of rebellion. The man who invented his Illumi- 
nifm only to covert it into the common fewer of every 
antUchritlian and antifocial error, could not leave your 
children in the dark as to thefe lcflbns of indepen- 
dence, though under the fanduary of the paternal 
roof; nor with refped to the pretended right of go- 
verning themfelves, and of acknowledging no other 
law than that of their reafon, as foon as they were 
ftrong enough to difobey, or no longer needed your 
ailiftance. Tell the ilhiminizing Hierophant, that your 
‘children belong to you ; it will be ufelefs, for he has 
already anfwercd, “ The paternal authority ceafes •with 
u the iva^ts of the chiUren ; the father veould urong hit 
u children , Jhould he pretend to any authority over them 
ic after that petiod.” This is but a principle laid down 
in the lelfer myfteries. Follow up the confequcnces, 
or rather leave it to the revolution to develop fuch a 
principle. The reader will foon fee to what this au- 
thority of the father is reduced. Scarcely can the 
child lifp the words Liberty and Equality, or that of 
Reafon, when the commands of his parents become 
the moft horrid defpotifm, oppreflion, and tyranny. — 
Nor is the patriarchal fovereign to exped any more 
* affedion than obedience from his fubjeds or his chil- 
dren. In imparting the dodrines of Liberty and 
Equality, the Hierophaut had taught them to blaf- 
plienie the love of one's family even ftill more than 
the national love, or the love of one's country , as being 
the more dired and immediate principle of the moll 
dil nitrous Ego t i/in. Let the father then enquire by 

what bonds his children ftill remain united to him, or 
how they arc fubjeded to him, when, without fear, 
they may openly relift his patriarchal power as foon as 
their feeble arms have acquired fufficicnt ftrength to 
gather the fruits winch were to ferve them as food. 
No, this helliih fed acknowledges no ties. All thofc 
of nature, as well as thofe of government or religion^ 
were to be ditfolved in W^iihaupt’s lad myfteries^ 
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The child, like the favage tyger of the foreft, was to 
abandon his parents when ftrong enough to go alone 
in quell of his prey. And this is what the left calls 
redoring man to his primitive date of nature, to the 
patriarchal life, to thofe days when filial piety com- 
pensated for all the neceflary laws of civil fociety. 
ics, it is by the mod abandoned depravation of all 
morals, by the extinction of the purefl and juded fen- 
timents ot nature, that thefe confpirators confumraare 
their lad myderies. In the name of Liberty and 
Equality they abjure the love and authority of their 
country ; in that name they curfe the authority and 
love of their own family. 

As I proceed in revealing thefe plots, I know not 
whether the reader does not frequently afk himfelf, 
What then can thefe men want? Have they not fortunes 
to preferve in our date of fociety? Have they not chil- 
dren in their families ? Can they be confpiring againft 
themfelves ? or, are they ignorant that their conlpira- 
des will fall back upon themfelves ' Thofe who can 
propofe fuch quedions are little acquainted with the 
enthufiafm of error when inflated by the fpirit of inde- 
pendence and pride, of impiety and jealoufy. They 
have not, like us, heard the cant of the heroes, demi- 
heroes, and fins -culottes of the revolution— They will 
be equal and free ; they will it above all things.— It 
mud cod them many facrifices, but they are ready to 
make them— They will lofe their fortunes in the pur- 
fuit, but you will not preferve yours— He that ferved 
will become the equal, nor will he recognize either 
God or man above him.— Have we not fecn the prince 
of the fallen angels exclaiming in his pride. 


—Here at lead 
We (hall be free 5— 

Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice. 

To reign is worth ambition, tho* in hell : 

Better to reign in hell, than ferve in heaven. 

It is not to one of Weifhaupt’s adepts that the ties 
of iwture are to be objefts. He mud be hecdkfs of 
the duty he owes to his parents as of the affeftion due 
to his children, or the baleful confequences of the myfl 
teries cannot affeft him. Can the reader have forgot- 
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ten the precept laid down for the Infmuators or Re* 
cruiters ? —The principles ; look always to the principles , 
never to the conferences . Or, in other words, ftrenu- 
oufly fupport and infift upon thefe great principles of 
Liberty and Equality; never be frightened or (lopped by 
the confequences, however difaftrous they may appear. 
Thefe wretches, blinded by their pride, do not know, 
then, that one Angle coniequence proved to be falfe, 
contrary to nature, or hurtful to mankind, is a fuffi- 
cient demonftration that both nature and truth hold 
the principle in deteflation as the prime mover of 
thefe difafters. Thefe madmen, with all the confi- 
dence of an atheillical Condorcet, when once become 
the adepts of Wei(haupt, will exclaim even in the very 
tribune of the National Ailembly, Perifh the unvverje , 
but may the principle remain / They will not fee, that 
this principle of Liberty and Equality, devaftating hu- 
man nature, cannot be a Liberty and Equality conge- 
nial to mankind. Thefe unhappy men fall viftims, 
perifhing under the axe of thele diforganizing prin- 
ciples, and fpend their laft breath in crying, Liberty 
mid Equality for ever. No ; they are all ignorant of 
the power of error (limulated by pride, who could 
think of counteracting the plots of the feCt by the cries 
of nature, or even by the felf-intereft of the illuminized 
adept.— They have not fufficiently comprehended the 
artifice with which the Hierophant infinuates, vivifies, 
and inflames the enthufiaftic zeal of his adepts. 

Tlie reader may reft affured, that villany never 
flumbers; it watches inceffantly the opportunity for 
the completion of its views. It will perluade the im- 
becile adept, that all his wants are to difappear on the 
eftablifhment of the reign of Liberty and Equality ; 
that he will be as free from wants as the favage ; that 
Nature (hall provide for them ; and this heedlefs adept 
thirds after luch an Equality. If the adept ruffian be 
taught that the fruits belong to all, though the land to 
none , he will eafily find means of obtaining his 
fhare. 

But am I really thinking of reconciling the adepts 
with their plots ? What is it to them whether you fee 
any agreement between them or not ? Villany, we all 
know, is replete with contradictions ; but is it the 1 els 
wicked pn that account, or are its crimes lefs real? 
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In vain would the reader objeft and fay, What cart 
thefe men want with their monftrous Equality, with 
their plots againft our civil laws, our title to even the 
very name of property? Muft we then, to pleafe 
them, abandon our habitations $ muft we renounce all 
arts and fciences, and end with burning our cities, 
towns and villages, to follow them in herds like the 
lavage and nomade clans ? Are half the inhabitants of 
the globe to be flaughtered, the better to fcatter thefe 
roaming herds ? What can be the objeft of thofe arts 
and fciences, and particularly of thofe Minerval acade- 
mies of Illuminifm ? ; Can it be for the propagation of 
icience, or the involving mankind again in the dila & 
ters of barbarifm, that all this parade of fcience is 
made? Can thefe Illuminees refemble the Goths, Huns, 
or Vandals ? And is Europe once more threatened with 
an inundation of barbarians like thofe which formerly 
(allied from the North ?— In anfwering fuch queftions 
the reader may expeft that I would put certain reftric- 
tions on the views of the feft 1 Nothing like a reftric- 
tion or qualification. No ; you muft renounce all the 
arts, all the fciences ; you muft begin by firing your ha- 
bitations, not only your palaces, but your cities, towns, 
and villages, \n mort all your fixed habitations, unlefs 
you ftop the diforganizing career of the feft. Yes, 
wherever its legions (hall be at liberty to aft and ac- 
complice the grand objeft of the feft, there you niay 
expeft to fee thofe feenes of plunder, rapine, and devaU 
ration, which heretofore traced the awful progrefs of 
the Huns, Goths, or Vandals; aud this inference is fairly 
drawn from the very code of the left. 

Has not the reader heard the Hierophant infmuating 
the defigns of the feft upon the arts and fciences? 
Has he not taught the adept to anfwer, when afked 
what misfortunes reduced human nature to flavfcry, 
that it was civil fociety, the fate , governments , and 
feietices ? Has he not lieard him exclaim, When fhall 
the day come when, the clod of ufilefs fciences banijhed 
from the earth, man (hall recognize no other but the 
favage or nomade ftatc, and which die feft ftyles pa- 
triarchal, primitive, natural ? Has he not declared, that 
the happinefs and glory of the feft would be at its 
zenith, when, beholding thofe happy days, it could fay, 
This is our work ? (Wcnn die befchleunigutig diefer pc- 
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riode, unfir werk ijl ?*) Arc we to be duped by the 
Dame of Minerva! Academies, with which the fed de- 
corates its fchools ? Can we obferve there any other 
ftudy than that of applying the fciences to the fubverfion 
of fcience, as well as to the total annihilation of all 
religion or fociety, when we remark the anxiety with 
which the feft puts the following queftions to the adept 
on his coming out of thefe academies, wilhing to know 
what progreis he has made in its principles before he 
is admitted to the iiluminized priefthood : 

“ Do the general and common fciences to which 
a men apply infufe real light ? Do they lead to true 
u happinefs ? Are they not rather the offspring of va- 
u riegated wants, or of the anti-natural ftate in which 
a men exift? Are they not the invention of crazy 
u brains laborioufly fubtile ? M f The reader has heard 
thefe queftions, he has heard die feft blafpheme fei* 
ence, and will he (till believe that Illuminifm recog- 
nizes any other fciences but thofe of the man-favage 
equal and free, roaming in the forefts? Have not the 
revolutionary devaftations, the multitude of monument* 
fallen beneath the hatchet of the Jacobin brigand* ah 
ready demonftrated the frantic hatred of the modent 
Vandals ? But the myfteries elucidate this enigma m 
a clearer manner. 

Reader, give vent to your indignation. Aik again, 
What can this Weifhaupt be ? What arc thefe adepts 
of Illuminifm ? Treat them as barbarians, as Huns, or 
Oftrogoths; but fee him fmiling at your contempt, 
and teaching his adepts to honour themfefves by imi- 
tating, and glory in the hope of hereafter furpaffing, 
the difaftrous devaftations of thofe barbarians.--^-* — 
Do you know in what light the illuminizing legiflator 
views thefe northern clans fallying from their forefts 
and defolating the moft flourifliing countries of Eu- 
rope, firing its towns, beating down its empires, and 
ftrewing the earth with ruins? He complacently be- 
holds the precious remains of the patriarchal race, the 
true offspring of Nature ; it is with their hatchets that 

* See above, the Prince Uluminee. 

t Befordem die gemeine wiflenfehaften warhafte aufklarung, wahre 
menfehliehe gluckfeligkeit ; odcr find fie viclmehr kinder der noth, def 
verfielfaltigten bedurfnifle, des wicdernaturlichen zulhindcs erfindungefl 
fpitzfiodiger eider kopfc ? 
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be means to regenerate mankind, and fliape them out 
to tile views of the fed. I did not note the leflfon* 
of the Hierophant on this fubjett, when lefturing the 
future Epopt.— Here the account which Weiffiaupt 
gives of thefe clans, when he pretends to hiftorify hu- 
man nature, at tliat epoch marked in the annals of Eu- 
rope as a fcourge, and called the inundation of the 
barbarians. Here is bis defeription : 

At that period, when ail Europe had fallen a prey to 
corruption, u Nature, which had preferved the true 
u race of men in its original vigour and purity, came 
u to the affiftance of mankind. From diftant, but 
u poor and fterile countries, (he calls tliofe favage na+ 
a tions and fends diem into the regions of luxury and 
“ voluptuoufnefe to infxife new life into the enervated 
H fpeeies of the fbuth 5 and with new laws and morafe 
“ to reftore that vigour to human nature which flou- 
u rifhed until an ill-extinguiflied germ of corruption 
a infefted even that portion of mankind which origi- 
u nally arrived in fo pure a (late,’* or thofe barbarians 
the pretended regenerators of Europe fent by Nature. 

Such are the encomiums laviftiea by the feft on the 
Goths and Vandals. You thought it would be offend- 
ing this iiluminized tribe to compare them to barba- 
rians ; whereas they glory hi the comparifon. Hiftory 
has deferibed thefe northern clans as carrying every 
where fire and fword, as ravaging countries, firing 
towns, deftroying the monuments of the arts, depopu- 
lating empires ; their courfe is to be traced by ruins 
and waftes, and in their train appear ignorance and 
the iron age. But in the eyes of the adept this is not 
the exceptionable part of their conduct 5 on the con- 
trary, it was by fuch means that they were to regene* 
rate mankind, and fecond the grand ob)e& of nature. 
Thefe barbarians leave the regeneration in an imperfeft 
(late 5 in time they adopt our ufages and manners ; 
they are civilized ; the plains rife once more in fertile 
crops ; foctety is re-eftablifhed ; fcience returns ; the 
arts flourifh under the proteftion of the laws ; towns 
are re-peopled 5 the fi. vage and primitive race, con- 
founded among the citizens, is fubje&ed to the fame 
laws, and governments acquire their priftine luftre. 

Vol. III. ~ A a 
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Here, in the eyes of the adept, is the grand crime of 
thefe barbarians ; the Hierophant, deploring their fail, 
exclaims, “ Oh had there remained any {ages among 
“ them happy enough to have preferved themfelves 
u from the contagion, how would they figh after, and 
“ ardently wifh to return to the former abodes of their 
“ anceftors, there again to enjoy their former plea- 
“ fures on the banks of a rivulet, under the (hade of a 
H tree laden with fruit, by the fide of the objeft of 
u their affe&ions ! It was then that they conceived the 
“ high value of Liberty, and the greatnefs of die fault 
“ they had committed in placing too much power in 
“ the hands of one man— It was then that the want of 
“ Liberty made them fenfible of their fall, and feck 
€€ means of foftening the rigour of Slavery $— but even 
“ then their efforts were only aimed againft the tyrant, 
“ and not againft tyranny.” 

It is thus that the inlidious and declaiming Sophifter, 
but able Confpirator, leads the adept through the la* 
byrinth of his leffer myfteries, not barely to imitate 
thefe barbarians, but to furpafs their devouring rage, 
by conftancy, perfeverance, and the perpetuation of 
their devaftations. Thus are to be explained all thole 
queftions on the danger of reconquering Equality and 
Lilterty only to lofe them again. Hence thofe exhor- 
tations “ to unite and fupport each other ; to increafe 
“ their numbers ; and to begin by becoming powerful 
“ and terrible— You have already done it, for the mul- 
“ titude lidcs with you— The wicked, who fear you, 
“ feek protedion beneath your banners— Henceforward 
“ your ftrength will be fufficient to bind the remainder 
“ of mankind, fubjugate them, and ftifle vice in its 
“ origin.”* 

Such will be the explanation of the revolutionary 
rage and madnefs which has levelled beneath its blows 
fuch a multitude of majcftic and invaluable monuments 
of the arts and ftiences— ' The cry of indignation riling 
from every clafs fufpends for a moment the fanguinary 
crimes of the Jacobin Vandal, and he even pretends to 
weep. — Wait, and the laft myfteries (hall be accom- 
pliihed : wait, and you (hall fee the awful bodings of 

* Nun feyd ihr ft ark genug den noch ubrigen reft die hande zn 
b ; ndcn, fie zu unterwerfen, vuid die boiheit chcr in ihr cm keime z tt 
erfticken. 
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the Hierophant fulfilled, and with fire and fword fhall 
he annihilate your laws, your feiences and arts, and 
erafe your towns and habitations. 

Here in particular is to be found the origin of that 
revolutionary ferocity, that third of blood, thofe infa- 
tiable proferiptions, thofe inceffant -executions, and fi- 
nally thofe banifhments more artfully cruel than the 
relentlefs guillotine. Yes, the time draws near when 
they (hall bind the hands, fuf jugate , and crufb in their 
origin, what the Seed calls the vsicked , or, in other 
words, all who are proof againd their vile efforts 5 the 
time for fuljugating and dejtroying every citizen zeal- 
ous in the caufe of Religion, or wifhing to fupport the 
laws, civil fociety, or property. Like Huns and Van- 
dais, the Seft has begun its career; but it will carefully 
avoid terminating it like them ; the devadations of its 
followers fhall be perpetuated, and they will beWan- 
dals to the lad, until Religion, property, and the laws 
ihall be irrecoverably loft. Such atrocious plots are 
only the confequences of the leffer myderies ; but trud 
the author of the Seft, the modern Spartacus, for the 
farther development of them. Has he not told you, 
that his lad myderies were but the confequences, a 
clearer and more abfolute expofition of the foregoing 
fecrets of the Order ? He informed you, that nations, 
together with their laws and focial inditutions, fhall 
vanifh, and that they fhall difappear before the all- 
powerful arm of his adepts, or his modern Vandals. 
What new fecret then remains to be difeovered, unlefs 
it be that no time fhall blunt the fword or flack the 
unrelenting fury of his profelytes ; that they fhall per- 
fevere until the end of time in their Vandalifm, led 
Religion, fociety, fcience, arts, the love of their coun- 
try, and refpeft for property, fhould fhoot forth again* 
and overfhadow the venemous growth of bis immu- 
nized Liberty and Equality ? 

But Spartacus is not to be contented with thefe lad 
ecrets of the Confpiracy 5 his pride cannot endure that 
others fhould ufurp the glory of the invention. Hi-* 
therto we have feen him play upon the credulity of 
his adepts, inflame their zeal, and acquire their rd’peft 
by the pretended antiquity of his Order ; and fuccef-. 
fivtly attribute the honour of indituting his myftcrfcs 
Vo!. III. A a x 
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t6 the children of the Patriarchs, the Sages, even to 
the God of Chriftianity, and to the founders of the 
Mafonic Lodges^ But now the time is come when the 
adept, initiated in the higher myfteries, is fuppofed to 
be fufficiently enthufiaftic in his admiration of die Or- 
der for the chiefs no longer to fear to diflloje the real 
bijlory of IUuminifm .* ' Here they inform him, that 
this fccret fociety, which fo artfully led him from 
myftery to myftery, which has with fuch perfevering 
induftry rooted from his heart every principle of Re- 
ligion, all falfe ideas of love of the country or affec- 
tion for his family, all pretenfions to property, to the 
excluiive right to riches, or to the fruits of the earth ; 
this fociety, which took fuch pains to demonftrate the 
tyranny anti dcfpotifm of all that he calls the laws of 
empires ; this fociety, which has declared him free, 
and teaches him that he has no fovereign but himfelf^ 
no rights to refpeft in others, but thofe of perfect 
Equality, of abfolute Liberty, and of the moll entire 
independence ; this fociety is not the offspring of an 
ignorant and fuperftitious antiquity, it is that of mo- 
dern philofophy, in a word, it is of our own inven- 
tion. The true father of IUuminifm is no other: than 
Spartacus Weishaupt. 

We may alio perceive by many of Weifliaupt’s Iet T 
ters, that this latter part of the iecret, which attribut- 
ed to him the whole honour of the invention* always 
remained a myftery to the greater part of his Mages 
and Men-Kings. Thofe alone who, under the title of 
Areopagites, formed the grand council of the Order, 
were to be made acquainted with the real chief and 
founder, except in certain cafes where an adept was 
judged worthy of fo diftinguifhed a mark of confi- 
clcnce.f Whatever merit the adept might boaft, Weif- 
haupt knew no higher recompence than to tell them 
in the end, “ This general overthrow of the Altar, of 
the Throne, and of all Society, is a conception of 
my own \ to me and to me alone is due the whole 
glory.” 

I have revealed the difaftrous fecrets of IUuminifm ; 

I have laid open the gradation and progreffive degrees, 
the long chain of artifice, by which the Se£t prepares 

II Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter from Knigge to Zwack, 

** f Original Writings, Vol. 1. Ltt. 2J, to Cato, 
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its adepts for the laft myfteries, to behold them ftript 
of their veil without fhuddering, and to embrace them 
with embufiaftk ardour.— We mud either commit the 
Code of the Seft to the flames, and deny the truth of 
its annals ; even refufc the evidence of the familiar 
correspondence of Spartacus Weifhaupt the founder, 
and ot Philo- Knigge the principal compiler ; we mult 
difpute all the agreements of its molt arduous co- 
operators, or elfe mull we wait, as the only poflible 
demonftration, the entire and fatal execution of thefe 
difaftrous plots, before we politively pronounce, that 
the foie objeft of their infernal plans and of their 
frantic wifhes is no other than the total overthrow of 
every Altar, of every Throne or Magillracy ; the an- 
nihilation of all authority and of all civil or religious 
fociety ; the deftruftion of property whether in the 
hands of the rich or of the poor ; and the very arts 
and fciences which can only be cultivated in civil fo- 
ciety are to be banilhed from the face of the earth. 
Liberty ami Equality , together with the mod abfolute 
independence, are to be the fubftitutes for all rights 
and all property : Our morals and focial intercourfe 
are to make place for the favage, vagabond, roaming 
life, which the Seft alternately decorates with the 
name of Nomade or of Patriarchal. The means to 
be employed in operating this change will be found in 
the artifice, deceit, illuuon and wickednefs which the 
£ophifters are mafters* of, until the force of numbers 
(hall have declared for die Seft ; but when at length, 
powerful in numbers, the Seft (hall have acquired 
ftrength, it lhall not only bind hands , fuljugate , mur- 
der, ravage, and renew all the horrors ana atrocities 
of the barbarians of the North, but alfo furpafs thofe 
Vandals in the arts of deftruftion, and without pity or 
diftinftion butcher all that part of mankind that mall 
dare to oppofe the progrefs of the Seft, prefume to 
heave a figh Over the rums of religion, fociety, or pro- 
perty, or attempt to raife them from their aines.— If I 
have not proved that ftich are the wifhes, the fecret 
machinations of the Seft and of its flagitious princi- 
ples, let me be informed what is to be underftood by 
proof, or what is to be the operation of evidence on 
the human mind — Were it poflible that any of my 
readers (till confoled themfelves with the idea that t^p 


m 


Digitized by Google 



*74 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


frantic extravagance of thefe plots furpafled their wic- 
kednefs, let them remember that I have (till foraething 
more to fay.— I have ftill to inveftigate the laws and 
interior government of the Se<ft, laws adopted for the 
deftr nation of every other law or government, and 
that it might hereafter prove, that however monftrous 
the objeft of the plots of the Seft may be, it was far 
from being chimerical. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Tenth and laft Part of the Code of the IUuminees «—* 
Government of the Order. ^-General Idea of that Go* 
vernmenty and of the Share which the Inferior CLijfes 
of Illuminifm foar in it. 

I T is not enough for the founder of a Seft of Con* of the 
fpirators to have fixed the precife objeft of his 
plots, the trials and degrees through' which his adepts Govern- 6 
are to rife infenfibly to the acquifition of his profound* ment of the 
eft myfteries. His accomplices muft form but one 
body animated by one fpirit ; its members muft be 
moved by the fame laws, under the infpeflion and 
government of the fame chiefs, and all muft tend to* 
wards the fame objeft. Such a genius as Weifhaupt’s 
could not be fufpefted of having overlooked in his 
Code fo important a mean of fuccefs. From what I 
have already faid, the reader will have obferved what 
connexion and fubordination fublifted in the gradation 
of his myfteries ; how all the adepts of a given town 
formed, notwithftanding the inequality of their de- . 
grees, but one and the lame academy of confpirator9, 
while each one laboured feparately at the overthrow 
of religion and the laws in the ftate in which he lived. 

In this academy the Candidate and the Novice are un- 
der the direftion of the Infinuator , who introduces 
them into the Minerval Lodges ; thefe Lodges are 
governed by the Minor IUuminees , who in their turn 
are infpefled by the Major IUuminees . Next to thefe 
preparatory degrees follow the intermediary or Mafon- 
ic degree, called the Scotch Knight ; and his power 
extends on the one fide over the Major IUuminees y 
and on the other over the Illuminized Mafons ; or, in. 
general, over all that part of the Order ftiled in the 
Code the lower part of the edifice . After thefe we 
meet the Epopts and Regents or Princes of the lefler 
myfteries, and laftly, in the higher myfteries, the Mage 
and Man-King. 

The aggregate of all thefe degrees forms a com- 
plete academy of Confpirators, and impendent ruin 
threatens, the country where fuch a one exifts. * The 
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Magiftrate and the Citizen may expert to fee their 
property and their religion annihilated. The Sedt re- 
cognizes no country but the utliverfe, or rather ac- 
knowledges none; the very term count™ is a blat 
phemy againft the rights of man, againft Equality and 
Liberty. What each member in his particular acade- 
my performs by himfelf is performed throughout all 
of them by the Sedt in general, and the combined 
efforts of the whole are regularly directed towards 
the concerted plan of devaflation. The Miners have 
received their inftrudtions, that each may bore his fub- 
terrancous galleries, and lodge the chamber of his 
mines in fuch a manner that partial explofions may 
forward the views of the Sedt, without endamaging 
the grand chamber, which foall involve the whole 
world in the premeditated explofion of univerfal de- 
ftrudtion. To produce this effedt, general laws and 
mutual communications, common chiefs and directors 
are requifite. Each Confpirator, wherever his field 
of adtion may lie, mud be certain that he afts in coin 
cert with his Brethren, that he will not be croffed in 
bis plans, but on the contrary meet every where with 
fupport and correfponding agents. 

Weifhaupt was aware, that the farther the fphere of 
disorganization was to extend the more perfedt fhould 
be the organization of his power. The more eager 
he was to call down univerfal anarchy, and make it 
take place of all laws, the more did he wifh to efta- 
blifh fubordination, and concentrate the forces of the 
Order, the better to diredt its motions. To accomplish 
this r the oath of implicit obedience to Superiors was 
not enough. It was not fufficient for the adept to 
have blindly fubmitted his life and fortune to the des- 
potic power of unknown chiefs, fhould they everfuf- 
pedt him of treachery or rebellion. The Superiors 
therafelves were to be bound by laws and principles 
common to all, that they might proceed in all points 
by a regular and uniform impulfe. 

Weifhaupt ft co ^ Weifhaupt much meditation before hr could 
meditates perfodl his plan of government as he wifhed. Five 
on the laws years after the eftabli foment of the Sedt, he writes 
vernmenT u ^bis machine of ours muji be fo perfeQly fimple that 
" a child could dired it and later he writes, “ allow 
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* me time to digeft my fpeculatipns, that I may pro* 
“ perly marftial our forces.”* 

So pre-occupied was Weilhaupt with his fpeculations 
on the government of the SeCt, that all his letters 
written to his principal adepts are replete with his 
maxims and political councils. One mud have heard 
or read them one > s felf to credit the deep-laid villany 
of his means and his infernal policy. Here is an 
example : 

In the fame letter which I have juft quoted of the 
15 Afphandar 1151 he gives two rules to be inferted 
among the inftrudions of the Areopagites— The one, 
to be on the referve with Candidates from among the 
clafs of the rich, becaufe that fort of men, proud , ig- 
norant, averfe to labour , and impatient of fubor dination , 
only fcek admiflion to our myfteries in order to make 
them an objeft of ridicule and mockery ; the other, 
not to take the fmalleft pains to prove, that Illuminifm 
is in the foie poffdlion of the true Mafonry, becaufe 
the bejl poffibk demonftration is to give none . Let 
Weiftiaupt hbnfelf explain a third law, which is to 
make i part of his political collection. 

“ That we may be uncontrouled in our difeourfe , let 
“ eur pupils remark , that the Superiors enjoy a great 
“ latitude in tlkU refpett ; that we feme limes fpeak in 
“ one way, fometimes in mother ; that we often quef- 
u tion with great Sffurance only to found the opinions 
“ of our pupils, and to give them an opportunity of 
“ fhowing it by their anfwers. This fubterfugc re- 
u pairs many errors. Let us always fay, that the end 
“ will difeover which of our obfervations conveys our 
u true fentimcnts.-*-Thus we may (peak fometimes in 
“ one way, at others in a quite different one, that we 
€t may never be embarrafled, and that our real fenti- 
“ ments may always be impenetrable to our inferiors. 
u Let this be alfo inferted in the inftrudions, etiam hoe 
u inferatur inferutiioni. It would ftill have a better 
" effeft, if you gave in charge to our Major Illumi- 
u fiees to vary their cpnverfation with their inferiors, 
" for the above reafons, ex rationibus fupra dibits* 

* Letters to Cato, xjth March 1781, and iCth February 178a* 
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Thefe infertions of Latin arc from Weifliaupt, whd 
frequently makes ufe’ of that language in his tetters, 
ft is immediately after having given thefe principles of 
government to tilt Areopagites, the chief fupenors of 
his Ifluminifm, that Wcifliaupt adds, w I entreat that 
u the maxims Which are fo often to be found in nij 

* letters may hdt be loft. Cdlcft them for the ufe of 

* oufr Areopagfces, as they are not always prefent tti 
u my mind. With time they might form an excel- 

* tent political degree, l*hilo has long fince been era* 

* ployed abbut it. Communicate alfo your privatfc 
il inftru&ions to each other. which may in time grow 
u into an uniform code. Read them attentively, that 

* they may become Familiar to you. Though 1 know 
“ them well and praftife them fund auch datnacb ban- 
u die) they would take me too much time to digeft 
u them fyftetnatically. Thefc maxims once engraved 
u in your mind, you will enter better into my plans, 
u and you will proceed more conformably tb my mode 

* of operation/’* 

Let tile reader alfo profit of thefe inflxu&tons. TheV 
muft bear evidence in mV behalf while revealing all 
the monftrous artifices or the remaining part of the 
illuminized code. From thefe long meditated combi- 
nations, fprang forth that chain or laws which was to 
direft each Illumince in all his progsedings. 

Gtotnl We firft remark in this government, as a means of 
fubordina- fubordination, a general divifion of command, £s Well 
tion d ^ d n as of locality* Each department has a particular 
5* the* 00 lodge for its adepts ; each Minerval lodge has a fiipe- 
fuperiow. rior from among the preparatory clafs, under the iri- 
fpeftion of the intermediary clafs. In the fecond 

! )lace, we find the divifion into diftrifts which certain 
evcral lodges, all which as well as the PrefeA are 
Under the direction of the fuperior of the diftrift whom 
the Order calls Dean . He is alfo fubjefted to the Pro- 
vinciri, who has the infpection and command ovqr all 
the lodges and deanries of the province. Next in rank 
tomes the National Superior , who has full powers 
over all Within his nation, Provincials, Deans, lodges, 
5-c. &c. Then comes the fupreme council of the 

* Letter to Cato, yth March, 1781. 
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Order , or the Areopagites, prefided by the real General 
of Iilunaiftifm. 

The lame hierarchy is preferved, in their communi- corrdpon- 
cations. The fimple Uluminec cqrrpfponds with bis denceof 
immediate Giperior, the latter with his Dean, and 
thus gradually afccnding to the National Superiors. fai 0 t± m " 
Thcfe Latter are in direft correfpondence with the 
Arcopagkcs ; and they alone are acquainted with their 
refidenctu In this council there i$ always a member 
whofe particular office is to receive and anfwer their 
letters, and to tranfinit orders, which gradually defcend 
ro the perfoo or perfons who are the otjefts of them. 

The Areopagites alone are entrufted with the name 
and refidence of the General, excepting in cafes which 
i have already noticed, where particular confidence or 
remarkable fcrvices have gained for an adept the fig* 
pal honour of knowing and approaching the modem 
Spartacus. 

It is cafy to perceive, from the very regulations of its objc&. 
the firft degrees, how voluminous this correfpondence 
muft be. Each brother, in the firft place, as the tia-. 
tend far ut ator of his co-adepts and of the profane, is 
bound to tranftmt at lead one letter each month, with 
a ftatemeitf of a Vt the obfervations he has made, whe- 
ther favourable or detrimental to the Order. He is 
alio to give an account of the pregrefs which himfdf 
and his brethren have made ; or the orders be has re- 
ceived, and of their execution ; and he is each month 
to inform Us higher fuperiors whether be is pkafed 
with the coodua of his immediate fuperior. Each 
brother Infinoator is to report the progrefs pf his ca th 
didates, and the profoeft he has of adding to their 
number. Next, to hveli the volume, come ah the 
portraits of die adepts, the extra&s of tablets or daily 
ob&rvatkms made on the friends or enemies pf the 
Order : aMb the minutes of initiations, the characters 
and lives of the initiated, the returns made by the 
lodges, thofe by the fuperiors, and an infinity pf other 
articles which the Ulu mince is bound to make known, 
to his chiefs.— AH thus occurs without noticing the 
number left orders and inftrudioos which are perpetu- 
ally tranfmitting to the inferiors. 

Xol. HL Bb* 


Digitized by Google 



i8e 

Its grada- 
tion. 


Rowers o! 
each degree 
*cfpe&ing 
this corref- 
^ondencc. 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

Befides the fecret language already explained, an<t 
of which the grand objeft was to render this corrct 
pondence unintelligible to the profane, the feft had 
lecret means of tranftnitting their letters, left they 
might be intercepted. The Order ftyles thefe letter* 
relative to their Illuminifm £>uil)us Licet’s (or to thofe 
who have a right.) The origin of this appellation is 
the direction of thefe letters which confifts of the two 
words Quibus Licet or limply the initials L. When, 
therefore, wc find in the Original Writings, that fuch 
an adept has been fined in luch a month for having 
neglefted his L. it muft be underftoed that he let 
filch a month pafs without writing to his fuperiors. # 

When the letter contains fecrets or complaints which 
the adept choofes to keep from the knowledge ‘of his 
immediate fuperior, he adds to the direction Soli or 
Primo (to him alone , to the firjl :) this letter will then 
be opened by the Provincial , the National Superior, 
or will reach the Arcopagites, or Gencral y according to 
the rank of the perfon from whom it comes. 

Next to thefe general means of graduated corret 
pondence, come the meetings proper to each degree, 
and their refpeftive powers. We have already Teen, 
that thofe of the Minerval academy are regularly held 
twice a month. The Minor Iiluminees, who are the 
magiftrates of this degree, and the Major liluminee, 
or the Scotch Knight, who presides in them, have no 
dire<ft fhare in the government, farther than to infpeft 
the fiqdies and watch over the conduft of the young 
Minervals, and report to the lodges of the Major IHu- 
minees. It is in that degree that the authority begins 
to extend beyond the limits of the afiembly. It is to 
the Major Iiluminees that all the tablettes or inftrac- 
t^ons relative to the brethren of Minerva are fent. 
Here thefe ftatements are digefted, and receive addi- 
tions and nptes, before they are forwarded to the at 
fembly of the next fuperior degree. Here are judged 
and determined the promotions of the Novices, Mi- 
nervals, and Minor Iiluminees 5 and alfo all differences 
and contcfts which may arife in the inferior degrees, 
unlefs the importance of the debate be fuch as to re* 

* VqL II. Let. t, from Spartacus to Cato. 
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quire the interference of a higher tribunal. They are 
die guardians of the firft tablets and rcverfal letters of 
the brethren. As to what knowledge a Major Illuminee 
may have acquired either relative to other fecret focie- 
ties, or to employments or dignities which might be 
obtained for adepts, he is bound to report it to his 
lodge, which will note it, and inform the aflembly of 
the Direfting IUuminees or Scotch Knights.* 

When treating of the intermediary degree of Scotch 
Knight, I gave an account of their particular functions, 
and cfpecially their charge of fuperintending the Ma- 
fouic lodges. The part they aft in the general govern- 
ment of the Order, chiefly confifts in hearing all the 
4 ! uibus Licets of the preparatory claves read in their 
chapters, even thofe of the Novices which had already 
been opened by the officers of the Minerval fchool ; 
the latter having only the power of deciding provi- 
fionally on thefe letters. 

The authoring which the Scotch Knights exercife 
over this correfpondence feems to give ftill more pro- 
priety to their denomination of intermediary degree. 
Their Quibus Licets are direftly fent to the provincial 
lodge, which is compofed entirely of adepts initiated in 
the myfteries of the Order, But the Knights read all 
letters coining from the preparatory clafs which have 
not the diftinftion of Primo or Soli. They claffify and 
make extrafts from all the £>uibus Licets of lefTer 
importance coming from the inferior degrees, and 
fend the general extraft to the Provincial, To thefe 
extrafts they fubjoin a circumftantial account of every 
thing that is going forward in the lodges of the pre- 
paratory clafs, to which they tranfmit all the orders 
coming from the adepts initiated in the myfteries, even 
from thofe of the higheft degrees with the very names 
of which they gre unacquainted, and thus conftitute a 
link between the two extremities, f 

Both the kitermediary and preparatory clafles, how- 
ever, form but the lower part of the edifice. The 
Prefefts of the Chapters of the Scotch Knights are ra- 
fher tools than fuperiors; they receive their impulle 

• Degree of Major Ulumince, Inftru&ion 4th. 

| See thit degree, Ini\ra&iou the ad, No, 3. 
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front die higbrr myfterka. It is there that the grand 
polity of die Order is to be fought for in the instruc- 
tions laid down for the Epopt and the Regent, and 
thefe are the inftrudions which beginning with tbefo 
of the Epopt, demand our utnaoft attention. 


Digitized by Google 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSEHlACT/ 


**3 


crtAP. xrv. 

© f Goitmifttent ami PoHtiatl Injlruftiortt far tht 

Epopts. 

E NLIGHTEN nations ; that h to fay, efface from obje<£ of 
the minds of the people what we call religious 
and political prejudices ; make yourfelf matter of the 1 
public opinion ; and, this empire once eftablilhed, aH 
the conititations which govern the world will d’lfap- 
pear.— — .Such are the grand means, fuch the hopes, 
on which Weifhaupt has been obferved in his myfterieS 
to have groundea his hopes erf fuccefs. We have 
feeti even the fclences involved in the vortex of his 
eonTpiracies. They were to be fwept into the com*, 
won mafs of rum with religion, laws, Princes, nations, 
our towns and ftationary habitations. Vandalrfm and 
the era of barbarifm were to be revived, and Fcience 
was to be reduced to that of the nomaik and Javage 
clans eg ud and free . TTiis gigantic mafs df deftruc* 
tlon could be the operation but of a general corrup- 
tion and perverfion of the public opinion, which is 
kfclf dependent on fcience, or at leaft upon the repu- 
tation oF wifdom and knowledge which he poflefleS 
tfrho pretends to inftruft us. To prepare the attack, 
therefore, it was neceflary to make the fciences ferve 
under the banners of the Seft: in the caufc of tlieif 
own annihilation, and through their means captivate 
the public opinion in favour of the Seft. Its errors 
once triumphant, and every thing dear and facred to 
man vandalized and overthrown ; fciences would of 
themfelves ftirmk back and vanifli from before the 
man fevage and free. Such were the fruits of Weif- 
haupt’s meditations, fuch the fpirit which diftated the 
laws given to his Epopts. This degree was to extend 
the conqncfts of the Seft over public opinion by fcience, 
or, in other words, to difpenfe its anri-rdigious and 
anti^bcial doftrities under the bewitching name of 
fcience. He entirely devoted his degree of Epopts to 
the fciences, and may be Paid to have foreftalled them 
all, that he might ufurp and dictate to the public 
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opinion ; or, rather, tainted them all, to make then! 
fubfervient to his views ; well allured that they would 
not furvive the contagion. In his Minerval degree, it 
was the minds of the young adepts that he wilncd to 
pervert ; but in his degree of Epopt, his means and 
views expand, and, under the fame maik, he aims at 
nothing lefs than the perverfion of the whole univerfe. 
He formed it into a fecret academy, ^hofe hidden 
ramifications, widely fpreading throughout the globe; 
were, by meatis of the difaftrous laws he had combi- 
ned, at one blow to annihilate all fociety and the em- 
pire of fcience. 

The plan may appear inconceivable, and above the 
reach of the mod diforganizing genius ; but let the 
reader remember how clearly it has been proved in 
the myfteries, that Weilhaupt and his followers were 
firmly refolved to bring back the human race to the 
days of the Huns and Vandals, and, by means of this 
Vandalifm, to all the ignorance of the nomadc and 
fitvave clans ; and to reduce the ftandard of fcience 
to that of the Liberty and Equality of Sans-culotifm . 
Let the reader now condefcend to follow me in the cx- 
pofition of the leflons which the Sect has appropriated 
to the inftrudion of its Epopts, and the organization 
of their academy* 

Th* acade- “ The illuminized Priefts, or Epopts, ai*e prefided 
my of the over by a Dean chofen by themfelves. They are to 
Epoptf * be known to the inferior degrees only under the ap- 

pellation of Epopt-*-their meetings are called Synods . 
All the Epopts within the circle of the fame diftrid . 
compofe a Synod ; but each diftrid {hall contain no 
more than nine Epopts, eXclufive of the Dean and 
Prefed of the Chapter. The higher fuperiors may 
attend thefc Synods.” 

u Of the nine Epopts, feven prefide over the fei- 
ences diftributed under as many heads in the following 
order : 

“ I. Pbyftcs.~\Jndcr this head are comprehended 
“ Dioptrics, Catoptrics, Hydraulics and Hyaroftatics \ I 
11 Eledricity, Magnetifm, Attradion, &c.” I 

“ II. Medicine — comprifing Anatomy, Chirurgcry* 

“ Chymiftry, &c.” 

“ 111. Mathematics .— Algebra ; Architedure, civil j 
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9 and military} Navigation, Mechanics, Aftronoroy, 
« &e. n • 
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“ IV- Natural Hijlory — Agriculture, Gardening, 
a Economies, the Knowledge of Infcfts and Animals 
44 including Man, Mineralogy, Metallurgy, Geology, 
“ and the Tcience of the earthly phenomena.” 

44 V. Politics— wl&&\ embrace the ftudy of Man, 
44 a' branch in which the Major Illuminces furnifh the 
** materials; Geography, Hiftory, Biography, And- 
44 quity, Diplomatics ; the political hiftory of Orders, 
44 their deiign, their progrefs, and their mutual dit 

* lentions.” This laft article feems to have the divers 
Orders of Malonry in view. A nota bene is added in 
the original, with a particular injunction to attend to 
this or tick, which the diffcntions of the Illuminces and 
Freemafons had probably rendered of great import- 
ance to the ScS. 

44 VI- The Arts*— Mechanics, Painting, Sculpture, 
44 Engraving, Mufic, Dancing, Eloquence, Poetry, 

* Rhetoric, all the branches of literature ; the 

* Trades.* 

44 VII. The Occult Sciences.*- The ftudy of the Ori* 
44 ental tongues, and others little known, the fecret 
44 methods of Writing, the art of decyphering ; the 
44 art of railing the teals of the letters of others, and 

* that of preferring their own from limilar practices ; 
44 Petcfl) often zu erbreeben, und fur das erbrechen zu 
44 bevjahrcn. The ftudy of ancient and modem hic- 
44 roglyphics ; and, once more, of fecret focieties, 
44 Mafonic fyftems, &c. &cP 

Should the reader feel his indignation roufed by the 
art of railing the feals and violating the fecrecv of 
letters, and at feeing an adept named in each diftrifl 
to prelide over this ftrange fcience, let him not forget 
that I am but the tranfiator and tranferiber of the 
code of the feft. # 

The two remaining Epopts, who in the fynod are 
named to prelide over any particular fcience, are made 
fecretaries to the Dean, and ferve him as coadjutors* 
Thcfe functions once diftribuced, the Epopts are to 


1* 
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• Inftru&ions for this degree, Noe. I, 2, 3. 4. »• 
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renounce all other bufincfi political or domeftic, and 
every care but that of pertefting themfelves in the 
branch of fcience which they are to fuperintend, and 
of fecretly forwarding the brethren of the inferior 
degrees in the fciences. to which tfcey had devoted 
themfelves. 

. The grand objed of this inftitution is to infpire the 
j>upils with the greateft confidence in the Order* from 
an idea that it will furnifh them with aU the means 
and lights necefiary for the profecution of the ftudy 
they have adopted. The Infipuators have held out 
the promife to them, and the Order has engaged to 
fulfil it. This idea of a fcientific fociety, and of which 
they have the honour of being members* it to encou- 
rage in them a docility and veneration for their chiefs 
naturally due to men whofe precepts appear to be 
emanations of light and of the mod tranfcendent wit 
dom. The artifice in fome fort anfwers to the pro- 
mife. 4 . * - 

Every Novice, on being admitted into the Minerva! 
fchools, was to begin by declaring to what art or fd- 
ence he meant to devote himfelf, unlefs indeed his 
pocket was to be afleffed for the tax which his genius 
could not pay. This declaration is tranfmibted from 
the inferior lodges to the Provincial, who forwards it 
to the Dean ; by whom notice of it is given to the 
Epopt who presides over that particular branch of 
fcience ; and ne infcribes his name on the lift of thole 
pupils whofe labours fall under his infpe&ion. In fu- 
ture, and by the fame conveyance, all the eflays, di£ 
coyrfes, treatifes, &c. which the Seft requires of the 
young Minerval are tronfmitted to the fame Epopt. 
The firft advantage accruing to the Order from this 
law is the pointing put to the infpc&ing Epopt thufe 
whom the code cans the beji beads of the Order . 

Should any doubts arife in the minds of the pupils* 
any difficulties to vanquilh, or any queftions to pro- 
pofe; they have been taught that the Order is the 
fountain of fcience, that they have but to apply to their 
fuperiors, and light will inftantaneoufly mine upon 
them. They arc ignorant as to who thefc fuperiors 
may be ; but that will not hinder their doubts and 
queftions from reaching die prefiding Epopt s and he 
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has divers means of folving them) and of never being 
taken unawares. 

In the firft place the Epopt muft have prepared 
himfelf for certain queftions, which he either has or 
ought to have fbrefecn. Many of them will have 
been already (olved by his predecefibrs, by Ms brother 
Epoprs of other diftri&s or even nations. The Order 
is exceedingly cardbl in coUedtfng all thefe anfwers, 
and potting them into fuch hands as may employ them 
according to the views of the fe&. Each Epopt is 
particularly enjoined to ftudy thofe which relate to hfe 
branch ; he \s even to make an alphabetical entry of 
them on his tablets, that he may always have them at 
hand whenever he wifhes to tui*n to them. If, not- 
wkhftanding all thefe precautions, the Epopt Ihould 
find himfelf unprepared or unable to folve the diffi- 
culty propofed, he will apply to the Dean, who will 
fena the required folution or have recourfe to the 
Provincial. But, left the Superiors Ihould find their 
occupations too often interrupted by fuch application^ 
it is exprefsly enjoined tp the Epopt not to have re- 
tourfe to them but in cafes of abfolute neceffity, and 
not to make the acquifitions of their Superiors an en- 
couragement to their own negligence.— It may fo hap- 
pen, that the Provincial is not able to give the required 
folution ; he will then propofe k to all the Epopts of 
his province. If that does not fucceed, application is 
made to the National Infpedlor, and from him it is 
referred to the Areopagites and General. On fuch 
Occalions all the learned men of the Order are con- 
fulted. Before this laft appeal, it is ordained in the 
ftatutes, that the Epopt may propofe the queftions to 
the profane ; but in fo doing he is on no account to 
difeover that the fitt has recourfe to, or flood in need 
of their information, nor what ufe it makes of it. 

This is particularly enjoined to the prefiding Epopt in 
the following terms: — “ As often as your own know* 

“ ledge and that of your pupils mall not fuffice, 
u you may alk the advice of learned ftrangers, and 
u turn their knowledge to the advantage of ottr Order > 

" hut without letting them perceive it (olme dafs fie 
es bemerken.) This precaution is the more to be in- 
filled on, as one of the grand objedts of the Epopt 

Yol. III. C c a 
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-muft be, “to attain fuch perfection in fcienc$ tlutt 
u iiluniinifm (hall never be beholden, to the profane;; 
u but that the latter, on the contrary, (hall perpetually 
“ (land in need of the lights of the Order.”* 

That the Epopt may not recur too frequently to the 
fuperiors, or to the profane, an artifice has been in- 
vented by which he may profit of all the acquifitions 
of, the pupils of his diftriCt, while he makes them be- 
lieve that the whole flows from the unknown fuperiors. 
This artifice confifts in propofing fuch queftions as he 
is not perfectly mafter of, to the different lodges, and 
then ftudying and combining the various anfwers that 
he receives. Alf the Epopts of the province do as 
much in their feveral diftriCts. Each one feleCts thofe 
parts which he has judged worthy of notice in the pro- 
ductions of the lodges ; thefe he infpeCts, and lays tfient 
before the provincial and annual affembly. There 
other Epopts are employed in compiling from thefe 
(elections, and in preparing the required folutions of 
the propofed queftions, or in commenting on fuch pa£ 
fages as may elucidate others that may hereafter rife. 
The fame plan is followed in all the provinces, and 
the reports of the provinces will form a new collection 
to be digefted under the iofpeCtion of the National 
Chief, or even of the Areopagites. This will be a 
new treafure for the fecret library of the Epopts, and 
furnifh them with new means of maintaining in the 
minds of their pupils the high idea they have conceived 
of the knowledge of their Superiors, f It will alfo fur- 
pifh materials for the formation of a fyftematic Code 
or complete courfc of.ftudy for the ufe of the SeCl4 

Here we cannot but remark how much arts and 
fcienccs would be benefited and promoted by the la- 
bours of a fociety which, actuated by quite other views, 
and defpifing that affectation of iecrecy, fhould em- 
ploy the fame means and be animated with a fimilar 
zeal in the difcullion of ufeful truths. But the united 
efforts of the Epopts are concentrated in their purfuit 
of fcience, only to debafe it, by directing all its pow-v 
ers towards the overthrow of Religion and Govern- 
ments, the triumph of their disorganizing fyftems, apd 

• Inftnj&ions for this degree, No. a, 5, 6 > 9, 

> Nos. 5 and 1 z. t N^ xj. 
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always under the dale pretext of fubjefiing mankind 
to Nature alone.* 

Should the reader be curious to know to what ufes 
the Epopt turns all the fcience which he is fuppofed 
to acquire daily, let him obferve the queftions which 
this prefiding Illuminec either folves himfelf, or pro- 
pofes for the folution of the adepts. Let his judgment 
on the queftions and on their tendency, be guided by 
the expreflions of the Code : 

u The Epopt,” fays the Code, “ mull keep a lift 
u of a very great number of important queftions pro- 
u per for inveftigation, and which he may eventually 
u prop ofe to the young adepts. — In the branch of 
u practical Philofophy, for example, he will propofe 
u for inveftigation the queftion, how far the principle 
44 is true, that all means are allowable, when employed 
44 for a laudable end? How; far this maxim is to be 
“ limited to keep the proper medium between Jefuiti- 
u cal abufe, and the fcrupulofity of prejudice ? — Que£ 
a tions of this nature (hall be lent to the Dean, who 
u (hair tranfmit them to the Miner val fchools for the 
“ inveftigation of the young adepts, and their differta- 
u tions will fwarm with a multitude of ideas, ne^v, 
u bold , and ufejul, which will greatly enrich our Ma- 
u gazine”\ 

We defpife this infamous afperfion on the Jefuits. 
Let thofe pafs fentence on them who have learned to 
judge them by their conduct and by their real doc- 
trines, and not by calumnious affertions, or fatires 
which, in fpite of all the powers of genius and irony, 
have been juftly condemned by various tribunals as 
replete with falfehood and milreprefentatiou.J Let 
thofe who have been educated by the Jefuits pronounce 
on thefe atrocious imputations of the Illuminees. I do 
not think mylelf bound to follow the example of the 
celebrated Hoffman, Profeffor at the Univcrfity of 
Vienna, one of the moll formidable adverfarics of the 

* Das der Order die bifherigen fyfteme entbehren, und cijene, auf 
die natur allein gegrundete fyfteme feinen auhanger vorlcgen konne. 

t Ibid- No. 7. * 

f See Art. Pascal in the Hiftorical Dictionary of Flcxicr [Durcvai, 
l»ft Edition. 
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Ulumitiizing Sed, by inferring a long juftification of 
that perfecutcd Order.* But it is impoflible not to 
obferve, that the legiflator of Jlhiminiun has not the 
moft diftant idea of modifying or limiting this famous 
principle, the end fanS&fies the means ; his ohjed is 
evidently to give rife to ideas, new , bold 7 and ufeful to 
the Sed ; or, in other words, to difpofe the young 
adepts hereafter to decide as he has already done, that 
nothing is criminal, t not even robbery or theft, provi- 
ded it be ufeful to the views and forward the grand 
©bjed of Iiluminifm. He wi(hes by means of theft 
queftions to acquire an early inlight into the minds of 
the adepts and to diftinguifn thofc who will hereaftef 
be the moft worthy ot his higher myfteries, by th<* 
greater or fmaller difpofttion they (how to ftifle the 
cries of confcience and remorfe in the perpetration of 
the crimes neceflary for the future fuccefi of his plots; 
This is the fum total of the fcience to be carefully 
inculcated by the Epopts in the branch of prattical *v 
Fhilofophy. 

With refpeft to Religion, it is not even admitted 
among the fciences to be ftudied by the Epopts $ the 
Code has, however, furnished them with a means of 
traducing and bl^heming it—-That the Epopt may 
never be at a lols for queftions of this nature to folve 
or propofe, he will have them noted on a regifter in 
alphabetical order. u For example, fays the Code, 

14 at the letter C in the regifter of fecret fciences and 

* hieroglyphics the word Crofs is to be found, and 
f 4 under it is the following note— For the antiquity of 

* this hieroglyphic, confult fuch a work, printed iuch 
u a year, filch a page, or elfe (hch a manufeript, fig- 
44 nature M.”f Is it neceflary to be endowed with 
any extraordinary (hare of perlpicacity to fee that the 
whole objed of thele pretended fecret fciences , or hie- 
roglyphics, is merely to teach the young pupils to 
view the Crofs in no other light than as an ancient 
hieroglyphic ereded by ignorance and fuperftition in- 
to a Tyinbol of the redemption of mankind ? The 
illuminized explanation of this glorious fymbol will, 
doubtlefs, long remain buried in the Occult Sciences 

• Vide Hoch wichtige erinnenmgeo— »Vou Leopold-aloi»— Hoffmiik 
Sc €t. V. Page 179 to 307. 

t Ibid. No. 1 3. 
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of the Order. Meanwhile we may defy them to point 
out in the biftory of mankind any nation whatever 
revering the crols as the fymbol of ialvation anterior to 
the grand ep6ch when the Son of Man died on the 
crofs to confummate the triumph of Chriftianky. 

- The Epopts have alfo their hiftorians and annalift% 
and their duties are laid down in the Code.— The foU 
lowing rules inay be remarked.— Each province of Ik 
Juminjfm mud have its liiftorian, in imitation of the 
ancient annaiifts and chronologies. He is to keep a 
journal, in which, befides fads of public notoriety, lit 
will particularly colled, and even give the preference is* 
one c dotes of* fecret hijlory.— He will endeavour to re* 
deem from oblivion all men of merit, however deep 
they may have funk into obfeurity— He will make them 
known to the Provincial, who will inform the Brc* 
thren bf their fituation— Each Provincial will have a cat 
lendar of bis own, in which (inltead of faints) for each 
day of the year {hall be inferibed the name of fomc 
man as an objed of veneration or execration, accord* 
ing as be has merited or demented of the Sed. 

^fy name may, perhaps, be inferibed under the 
Mack letter ; but I anticipate the glory and coniblation 
4)f feeing k by the fide of that of Zimmerman and 
of Hoffman, who, like myfelf, are entitled to die la* 
ble wreath twined by Illuminifm for its moft firenuou? 
opponents. But how different is that to which the 
Cade declares that all the Brethren may afpire !—* 
'Probably, to be feated befide a Brother Mirabeau or 
a Marat . 

The fame laws ordain, that the Chronologift fhall 
inform the Mi nerval Lodges of all memorable fads.— 
He will not fail to infert all mean and odious adions, 
nor to paint them in their proper colours. He will 
not pals unnoticed thofc of men occupying the firft 
dignities 9 or enjoying the Ingheft confideration .* 

Next to the laws of the hiftorian follow thofc for 
the Epopt who fuperintends that branch of fcience re-, 
ladng to politics, and particularly to the knowledge 
of mankind. The reader has already fcen what 
ftrefs the Order lays upon this fcience, and how 
much they make k depend on the fpirit of obfcrvation 

* IbUl. No. l8a 
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—Let no Brother pretend to the dignity of Epopfy 
nor to the honour of prefiding over any branch of lei* 
ence, until he has antwered the three following que£ 
tions— What is the fpirit of obfervation ?~How is this 
fpirit to be acquired, and what conftitutes a good 
obferver ?— What method is to be followed, in order 
to make juft and exad obfervations N-When an Epopt 
has fufficiently diftinguilhed himfelf by his anfwers on 
thefe heads, to be judged worthy of being chofen the 
chief of the obfervers or ferutators, he is entrufted 
with all thofe notes which the reader has feen the Seft 
fo carefully collecting on the character, the paffion9, 
the talents, and hiftory of die Brethren. When thefe 
notes contain the portrait or life of any adept more 
than commonly interefting, he will make him (with- 
out naming him) the objeCt of various queftions to be 
propofed to the Minerval Schools. He will alk, for 
example, What are the ideas which a man, with fuch 
and fuch paffions or difpofitions, will adopt or reject t 
—How on fuch data can fuch and fuch inclinations be 
encouraged or weakened ?~What adept could be em- 
ployed with moft advantage in fuch a bufinefs? — 
What rnuft fuch a man’s ideas be on Religion and 
Governments ?— Can he be looked upon as being fupe- 
rior to all prejudices, and ready to facrifice his own 
perfonal intereft to that of Truth ?— Should he be 
deficient in confidence and attachment, what means 
fhould be employed to invigorate them, and what fort 
of man would be the fitteft for fuch an undertaking ? 
— Finally, what employment in the Jlatc , or in the Or- 
der, would he fill to the greateft advantage , or in which 
would he be the moft ufcful?” 

The Scrutator in chief digefts thefe anfwers into a 
proper ftatement, which he lends to the Dean. The 
Provincial receives it from the Dean, and is thus ena- 
bled to form his judgment, whether that particu lir 
adept be a moral , difinterefted , beneficent man , and free 
jrom all prejudice ; whether he can be ufeful to the Or- 
der , and in what way he can be left employed.— From 
the refult of fuch obfervations, the ferutinizing Epopt 
will carefully feleft rules and general maxims on the 
knowledge of mankind. He will make a compilation 
of them, and tranfmit them to the Superiors.* 

4 ibid. No. 1 8 . 
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t * By means,” fays the Code, “ of thefe and filch like 
pbfervations, the Order will be enabled to make di£ 
cgveries of every kind, to form new fyftems, and to 
give on all fubjefts irrefragable proofs of its labours 
and its immenfe fund of fcience ; and the public will 
give it credit for being in pofleffion of # ail human 
knowledge.** 

Left any of the profane fliould partake of this ho- 
nour, or that any one of the members fliould not di- 
reft thefe fciences towards the objeft of Illuminifm, 
precautions are taken in the Code to afliire the exclu- 
five advantage of thefe labours to the Se6b “ Parti- 
u cular parts of thefe fciences and difcoveries may be 
u printed by permiffion of the Superiors ; but the law 

* adds, not bnly thefe books /hall not be communi- 
u cated to any of the profane, but as they will never 
“ be printed elfewhere than at the prelles of the Se<ft, 
“ they will only be entrufted to the Brethren according 

* to the rank they hold in the Order.”f 

“ That our worthy co-operators may not be divefted 
“ of the glory of their labours, every new principle 
“laid down, machine invented, or difeovery made, 
“ /hall For ever bear the name of its inventor, that his 
“ memory may be revered by future ages.^f 
u On the lame grounds it is ftriftly enjoined, that no 

* member /hall ever communicate to the profane any 

* difeovery that he may have made in the Order-* 
“ No boot treating of thell dfcoveries fhall be printed 
“ without the permi/Gon of the Superiors ; and hence 
“arifes the general regulation, that no Brother /hall 
“ publifti any of his produftions without leave of the 

* Provincial. Me alfo is to decide whether the work 
“ is of a nature to be printed by the fecret prefles of 

* the Order, and what particular Brethren may be al* 
■* lowed the perufal of it— Should it be neceflary to dit 

* raiTs any of the Brethren from the Order, the local Su- 
11 perior is to receive notice that he may have the ne- 
u ceflary time to withdraw from him not only the 

* matiufcrrpts, but even the printed works of the 
“Order.”} 

• Ibid. No.’ ao. f Ibid. No. ty. 

t Ibid. No. 33. • § Ibid. No. %4» 
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Blttminraig Legiflator, m juftificatkm of a# 
tbefe precautions, alleges, in the firff place, the unde- 
niable right vetted in tnc Order to all the labours of itt 
Brethren ; then the lure of fecrecy, which ftimufete* 
curiofity and the thirft of fcience ; finally, the advail* 
tagte accruing to the fcicnces ibemfelves, by being pre- 
ferved among men who onjy impart them to others fo 
prepared as to render them of the greateft poffibfc util- 
ity. Befides, fays he, every man has it in his power ta 
make himfclf an XHuminee if he pleafes, ana to par- 
take of their fcience ; and who better able to render 
them ufeful to mankind, or to preferve them, than we 
Ore? After this juftrfication, which the reader may 
appreciate, he returns to his Epopt, and tells them, 
that it is incumbent on them to aireft and turn all the 
fciences towarefc the views of Dluminifm. u The wants 
* of every country are to be maturely confidered, as 

wdl as fchofe of your diftritft ; let tliem be the objetfts 
u of deliberation in your Synods ; and afk mftruaiont 
€i of your Superiors.* Then the Legiflator makes a 
fudden tranfition, and expands his views far beyond 
bis Lodges. The reader wiH fcarcely fiifpeift whrther 
they tend. Let him read, and learn the grand objefl 
of the Epopts, what conquefts they are to make for 
the Order, and whither they are to extend the fyflcms of 
IBuminifin. a You will,” abruptly exclaims the legiila* 
tor, “ incef&ntly form new plans, and try every means, 
“ in your refpe&ivt provinces, to fefee upon the phbfic 
“ education, the ecclefiaftical government, the chairs 
il of literature, and the pulpit.”*— 1 This is owe of the 
grand objects of the Sect, and we fhaH fee the Code 
treating of it again in another part. 

Tb enhance the merits of his plans, and to infintiate 
liis adepts into tlie ecclefiaftical feminarits, and even 
into the pulpit, under the fhadow of his pretended fci- 
ence , u the Epopt muft find means of acquiring the re- 

putation of a man of tranfcendent learning; wbeix- 
“ ever he appears, whether walking or (topping, ft. 
“ ting or {binding, letr^yx of Hgbt encircle his bread, 
u which fhall enlighten all who approach Mm. Let 
“ every one think nimfelf happy in hearing the pure 

• Muffed frets neue plane enrworfen und einjjeffihrt werden : WI« 
than die hande in erziehungfwefeir, geiftliche regierung, lehr, und pnj- 
digt-fluhlc in dcr provinz bekomaie. IM. No, a& 
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v truth from his Bps. Let Mm on all oocafiens, com. 
u bat prejudice ; but with precaution , and according 
* to toe mips laid down, with dexterity and with at 
“ the refpeft due to the peifont he it dddrejjmg 
Who could believe that tbdc were leflbos given to a 
modern Vandal by his difbrganizing legjflatpr, whole 
heart thirfts after the happy period when that encir- 
f ting light of his Epopts mall have Vandalized the 
Whole univerfe, and nations {hall have disappeared 
from off the face of the earth ? 

But the Epopt has yet to sum at another conqneft, 
that of the empire over the literary world. “ In the 
“ literary world certain writings generally take the 
“ lead for a time, according to toe fafhion, and infpire 
f* feeble minds with admiration. At one time the en* 
“ thufiaftie productions of religion, at another the fen* 
“ tivnental novels of wit, or perhaps phiiofophical re- 
“ varies, paftoralf, romances on chivalry, epic poems, 
“or odes will inundate the republic or letters. Th« 
“ Epopt will turn all his (kill towards bringing into 
“ faihwn the principles of our Order, the (hie teuden* 
“ cy of which is the happinefc ctf mankind. 1 ’ Or, in 
other words, thole baleful principles which, under the 
pretence of rendering human nature (pore happy and 
United in one family, aim at nothing Ws than deftrqy* 
ipg every Relij^pn,. every tide to property, every towtty 
every fried rehdente, and every nation. 

. Our principles uiuft be made fashionable, that the 
“ young writers may diffufe them among the people, 
“ and Serve the Order without intending , 

“ In order to raife the public fpirit, he muft with 
the gfeateft ardour preach up the general interefi <uf 
nif manky , and wukaH the utmofi, tydHfyrfW:e.,fyr i , i aH 
affociatioHS or faret . unions wfwh. &jy famed, 
among the fiibjefa of one particular Write tbft 

impious legidator ^l^pounyicites for an ffUftfgptef 
Cbnft, ana his pretended indifference ,fpr his fermly* 
Becaule Chrift died for the redemption Of all mankind* 
hecaufif bis affedtion for the moft holy of niothera 

♦ DM. No. x. 

f burnt junge ichrHtftelkr dergfeichcn voter das volk aufhreilen* 
mk vbs, «hae && fic v* w^Pao, dte&€ju 

\ Ibid. Mo. 3* 
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never made Kim iofe fight of that great work, is that 
a ground on which the illurainizing Epopt (hall per- 
fuade his Ample auditory that to love all mankind k 
to diflolve the bonds of nations ? 

As a farther rule for acquiring this literary empire, 
u He will take care that the wntings of the members 
u of the Order {hall be cried up, and that the trumpet 
u of fame {hall be founded in their honour. He will 
a alfo find means of hindering the reviewers from 
u carting any fufpicions on the writers of the fe&.”f 
With refpeft to the Literati f and writers who , with- 
out belonging to the Order, /bow principles coinciding 
with ourSy fhould they be what we call good, u claR 
u them atnong thofe who are to he enrolled . Let the 
“ Dean have a RJi of tho/e men y and from time to time 
« he will hand it about among the brethren "$ 

Let us now take a curfory view of thefe laws, and 
of their graddal tendency to infcft the whole literary 
world. In its^Mlnerval academies -the feft begins by 
forming its pupils; and the care- with- which its difor- 
ganizirig principles are inftilled into the young adept 
ha&alfeadybein dHplayed. Left any of thefe princi- 
ples ftiou Id fwerve from the grand bbjeft, die Epoptt 
overfee all the (chock of the fame diftrict ; thefe latter* 
have their provincial afltmblies, where every tiling is 
prepared, eombiiied, and fbrefeert.» r At this aflTembly 
the Epopt attends, bringing with him his notes and 
Obfervatio'ns orthis pameurar diftriet, arid on th6fe 
means , Which/ 1 Wijr there contribute to the advanced 
ment or difpfefdgement of the illwttlnizihg principles: 
and fcienCe; Tbeminutes of thefe affemblles are font 
to the National' Infpeftor, who overt&dks the whole, 
Jindfees that jhe original fpirk is every wliere pre- 
ferred'; and tfie Areopagites hold the fame line of 
Hvith to all nations, that he does within 

hit particiflar tine," Hente then ttfe 'Minerval acade- 
mies, the ^ppiit9> the Pirovlncials, die National InfpeC- 
tbrs, in a word.' the difergahizing whole, form but one 
and the ! fihneciMifible' academy, fpreading its fubter* 
raneous ramifications, every where infufing the fame 
principles, -actuated by the lame fpirit, and tubjedled to 
flie feme laws : and thefe laws, thisicieuce, are but the 

f ibid. No. 4. } ibid. No. f. 
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fhachinations and the forebodings of univerfal impiety 
and diforganization. 

But the union and univerfality of this confpiring 
academy is not fufficient for the Seft ; it extends its 
Views to the public fchools and to the pulpit. The 
Ilian of letters, the tranfeendent genius, all arc to bend 
beneath its laws, and fafhion is to fecond its plots. 
F rom the child that fpells, to the Doftor enveloped in 
mazy fcience, all are to be fubjetted to Illuminifni 5 
find fcience itfelf, fo inftrumental to the progrefs of 
the Seft, lhall fink beneath the effort of bringing forth 
that Vandalifin which is to annihilate the altar and 
the throne, all laws, individual property, and national 
(ociety. 

Let the reader compare the rnyfteries of the Seft 
with the code of its Epopts, and pronounce if fuch be 
not the real tendency of this Empire of Science. 
Horror impreffes the mind, and indignation fifes at 
fiu^li a fight — But the monftrous legiflator who has 
compiled them pretends that they are entitled to the 
admiration of the young adepts ; and it is his Epopts 
who are to infpite thdm with this admiration. t€ Yoir 
“ muft,” fays he, “ infufe fo great a refpeft for the 
u fublfrnfty and fen&ity of our Order, that a promife 
a made by the adepts on the honour of Illuminifril 

* (hall be more binding than the mod facred oath.** 
At length the Atheift has found an equivalent for the? 
name of God. He feeks bonds to bind his follow- 
ers, and he has broken thofe of confidence 5 he ap- 
peals to honour, and perverts it into a bond of villany. 

* He (fays Weifhaupt) who (ball dare violate the oath 
w he J vail have (worn on the honour of my Society , Jhall 

* be declared infamous. I care not what his rank may 

* be , his infamy Jhall be proclaimed throughout the whole 
** Order , and it JImU be fo without remiffon or hope of 
" pardon . My intention is, that the Members fhould 
u be informed of this, that they fhould deliberately 
u reflect on the facrednefs of this oath in my Order, I 
t€ mean that the confequences of it fhould be clearly 
w and warmly reprefented to tbem.f” 

The Epopts charged with this million are of a de- 
gree too much revered in the Order to compromife 

♦ Ibid. No. f Original Writings, Vol, II. Let. 8, to Cato, 


*97 


Digitized by Google 



>99 


THB ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


their dignity. They attend, at pleafurc, the meeting* 
of the inferior degrees, but they age never to occupy 
any office in them, excepting mat of Prefeft of the 
Scotch Knights. Their prefence might overawe and 
intimidate the young adepts, and thus be detrimental 
to the obfervations they are ordered to make ; for (ip 
far from conftraint,) the Epopt is to endeavour tp 
ftudy them in their molt unguarded moments. He ip 
therefore never to . intermix witli them but as their 
equal. There is a particular law forbidding him tp 
difcbfe the degree, or the clafs to which he belongs, 
or even his couume.f Thus, biding his fuperiorityj 
and feated on the fame benches betide the young 
adepts, he exercifes his functions of Scrutator mors 
freely among them in their mutual intercourfc, ana 
he judges better of the talents of each- His kflbiis, 
coming from an equal, will fink deeper into their 
minds ; and, without betraying his authority, he will 
the better obferve their progreft and their railings— 
Should any of thefe pupils have fliown a zeal and fide- 
lity beyond all doubt, be may take them into his confi- 
dence; he will point diem out to the Dean, who may 
pal) them about ids perfbn, and make them his Aco- 
lites. The Dean may even throw a great part of the 
weight of his correfpondence on them, and carry them 
to the Synod of the Epopts, until they fhall have 
ihown themfelves worthy of being initiated to all the 
myfteries referved for this clafe.J 
Thus ends that part of the Code which is to be 
Communicated to the Epopts. The following Chap- 
ters will delineate the laws and inftrudions which are 
to guide their conduft when admitted to the deg** 
of Regent or Prince of lUufWtiJtrt . 

f Ibid Nd jx. J Ibid No. 32. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Tnftrudhns for the Urgent or Prince Ittumnce , on the 
Government of the Order. 

T HE prominent feature of all the inftrudtions giv- ^ . 

en by the lllaminizing Legiflator to his Epopts <* thafei— 
is the confecrat'ron of their degree to the perveffion of touaiooi. 
the public opinion, and to the attainment of the em» 
rare of (ciences, that he may direft them all to the 
rapport of his ^organizing Liberty and Equality and 
to univerfal anarchy. This mifSoh of perverfion re* 
quires an afliduity to which not many men ate equal ; 
but adepts may be found, who, uname to diftingniflt 
themflrives in fuch mSTrcms, may yet be endowed with 
a.fufficient zeal and with the neceflary talents for the 
fbperintendence and direction of the Brethren. There 
arc others again whofe difaftrous fuccefles are to be 
recompedfed by the higher employments in the Order j 
And it is from thefe two cknTes of Epopts that the 
Order felefts its Regents. It is aHb for their mftruft’ron 
that the Legiflator defeends into all the gubernarory 
minutiae of hb IHuminiftn — Hb inftruftions are com' 
prifed under four different heads. I. General Syftem 
of Government for the Order.~II. Inftru&icms for 
the degree of Regent.~III. Inftrudions for the ftt- 
fttfts or Local Superiors. — IV. Inftrurirons for the * 
Provincial.* 

1 have, it is true, been obliged to a n t i cipate many 
parts of this Code when unfolding the artifices of the 
lower degrees; but as a confirmation of what has al- 
ready been expofed, in order to bring die different 
<&jeAs within one point of view, and to (how the 
dangers of hb difafirous combinations, let us attend to 
the Legiflator when treating of the whole collectively. 

What particularly endeared thh degree of Regent to 
Weifhaupt was, that part of hb inftro&hm which 
takes a general view, and which lays open thepro- 
greffive pan to be obferved in the government of the 
Brethren. The reader pernfing die inftru&ions in the 

• Laft Work* of Philo aod Spartacw, degree of Regent. 
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fame order in which Weifliaupt has written them will 
more cafily conceive the caufe of his prcdileftion. 


InftruQxon A . Plan of the General Government of the? 

Order . 

“ I. The mod high and excellent Superiors of th® 
illuftrious Order of true Freentafonry do not immedi- 
ately attend to the minutiae of the edifice — They mud 
not, however, on that account be confidered as contri- 
buting left to our happineis, by their counfels, their 
efions, their plans, and the many and powerful re- 
fources with which they fumifti us. 

u II. Thefe excellent and mod gracious Superiors 
have eftabiiflied a clafs of Mafons to whom they have 
entrufted the whole plan of our Order. This dais is 
that of the Regents 

“ III. In this plan our Regents hold the firft digni- 
ties. Until admitted to this degree, no perfon can 
hold the office of Prefed or of Local Superior. 

“ IV. Every country has its national Superior, who 
holds an immediate correfpondence with our Fathers ¥ 
at the head of whom is a general who holds the helm 
of the Order. 

“ V. Under the National and his Affiftants are the 
Provincials , who each govern their Circle or their 
Province. 

“ VI. Every Provincial is furrounded by his Coun- 
fellors. 

“ VII. Each Provincial alfo commands a certain 
number of Prefects, who may in like manner have 
their coadjutors in their diftrids. All thefe, as well as 
the Dean , belong to the clafe of Regents. 

“ VIII. All thefe offices are for life, excepting in 
cafes of depofition or eje&ment. 

“ IX. The Provincial is to be chofen by the Re- 
gents of his province and the National Superiors, and 
approved by the National.— [I do not underftand how 
tne Code aiftinguifhes between the feveral National 
Superiors and the National in chief ; unlefs it be, 
that it denotes in this place as Superiors thofe which 
are called a little higher up Ajfijtants (Gehulfeti) of 
this chief.] 
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* X. The whole 4 fucccfs of IHuminifm depending, 
bn the Regents it is but juft that their domeftic wants * 
fliould be provided for. They (hall therefore be‘ the 
firft fupplied fWffii out of the funds of the Order. 

. u XI. The Regents of each Province form a par- 
ticular body immediately under the Provincial, whom 
they arc to obey 

41 XII. The offlccs of Illuminifm not being confi* 
dered in the light of dignities, nor of places of honour, 
but as mere employments freely accepted, the Regents 
muft be always' ready to labour for the good o? the 
Order, each according to his fituation and to his tal- 
ents. Age is never to be fet forth as a title. It may 
often happen, that the Voungeft is chofen Provincial, 
and the eldeft only a Local Superior or Counfellor, 
fliould the one live in the center, while the other only 
inhabits the extremity of the Province ; or, fhoujd 
the former, on account of his natural activity or his 
ftation in life, be more fitted for the place of superior 

than the latter, though far more eloquent In many 

cafes, for example, a Regent is not to think it beneath 
liis dignity to offer himfelf to difeharge any of the let 
far offices in the Mtnerud churches (lodges) in which 
he may be ufefiil.* 

“ XIII. That the Provincial may not be over-bur* 
dened with too extenfive a correfpondence, all the 
Qdbus Licets and all the letters of the Regents, fhall 
pafs through the hands of the Prefect, unlefs the Pro- 
vincial gives Orders to the contrary." 

u XIV. But the Prefeift fliall not open the letters of 
the Regents* Thofe he muft tranfmit' to the Provincial, 
who will forward them to their proper deftination." 

* XV. The Provincial has the power of convoking 
the whole of his Regents, or merely thofe whom he 
may think proper, confidering the exigencies of the 
province* He who cannot attend according to his 
liimmons muft give the proper notice at lcaft four 
weeks prior to the' meeting. Bcfides, he is always to 
be ready to give In dn account of what he has done 
for the Order until that period, and fhow his willing- 
fiefs to fulfit the intentions of his Provincial and of his 

YoLin. ( Ec 
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high fuperiors. The convocation of Regents tnuft takfc 
place at leaft once a year.” 

“ XVI. The following inftrudion (B) will point 
out more particularly to the Regents thole objects to 
which they muft chiefly attend.” 

* XVn. It has been already obferved, that great 
attention is to be paid to the gradually procuring of 
funds for die Order. This may be accomplilhed by 
attending to the following rules: 

“ Each province is to be entrufted with the expen- 
diture of its own monies, and only remit fraall contri- 
butions tb the fuperiors fear the expences of poftage. 
Each lodge aUo is to enjoy the full propriety of k> 
funds feigenthuMchJ—wben for any great enterprize 
the allembly bf the Regents levy contributions on the 
funds of die different lodges, they lhaO be ebafidered 
but 2s loans, and (hall be made good to the lodges 
with full intefeft.* 

Has the' illuminitang legislator then forgotten, that 
it was Paorcafr wliich gave the firft deadly blow to 
Equality and Liberty t Certainly not ; but more than 
oUa great enterprise* will be ncceflary to prepare the 
bast. Which is to annihilate all property whatfoever ; 
meanwhile the (Order is glad to enjoy its own, and to 
make the inferior lodges believe that they are not to 
be pillaged of any thing that belongs to them. 

« The Provincial has no fond allotted tb him, but he 
has an exaft return of all thofe of his province.” 

“ The general receipts will confift— 1\ In the contri- 
butions paid on the receptions of Mafoos (freymaurer- 
receplions^gelderj — l". In the oveiplUs of tne monthly 
contributions — 3°. In voluntary robfersptiohs-— 4 0 . In 
fines— 5*. In legacies and donations— <r. In our com- 
merce and traffic (hpndel md gevjerbe.f’ 

<* The expences are— 1 The expences of the meet- 
ings, poftage, decorations, and fome few journies — 
a*. Penfions to the poor brethren who have no other 
means of fubfiftence— 3”. Sums paid for the promotion 
of the grand oljcti of the Order — 4 0 . Sums paid for the 
encouraging of talents— 5 0 . The expences of experi- 
ments and trials— 6°. For widows and children— 7°. 
For foundations. 

Thus terminates the firft part of the inftrudtions for 
the Regent. After the reading of this> which takes 
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place on the day of his inauguration, his attention is 
called to the following : 

Infiru&on B far the whole degree 
of Regent. 

The reader has feen (at fupre, art. xvi.) the Regent *1 p,rt 
forewarned to pay a particular attention to this fecond the iaftrw- 
part of the inftruCtions. Let the reader alfo profit of tio,B ■ 
the hint. He will fee that many of the arcana of the 
fed (till remain to be revealed. 

“ L The objeCt of the Order being to render man 
more happy, virtue more attractive, and vice kfs pow- 
erful, it is neceflary that our brethren, the teachers and 
governors of mankind, (hould publicly aflumc an unim- 
peachable chara&er. A Regent of Ulominifm there- 
fore will be the mdR perfect of men. He will be 
prudent, provident, ingenious, irreproachable, and of 
manners to urbane that his company (hall be courted 
with avidity. He is to acquire the reputation of being 
enlightened, benevolent, honed, difintereded, and fuU 
of ardour for great and extraordinary enterprifes, all 
contributing to the general gopcL,” 

It would be ufcleu to recall to the mind of my read- 
er what is to be underdood, in the language of lllumi- 
nifin, by virtue, wee, or public good. He will there- 
fore on, reflection be die kfs furprifed at pending the 
following indruCtions framed for tbefe virtuous teach « 
ers and governors of mankind*. 

v II. The Regents are to dudy the means of ruling 
and governing without betraying any fuch intention." 

Under the mafltof humility, but of a real and candid 
humility, grounded on the perfuafion of their own 
weaknefs, and on. the conviCtion that their whole 
(hength rejlj on our union , they mud exercife an abfo-. 
jute and boundlefs dominion, f and mud direCt every 
thing towards the attainment of the vkws of the 
Order.” 

“ Let them avokl a pedantic refcrve, at once dif 
guding and ridiculous in the eyes of the fage. Let, 
them give the example of a refpeCtful fubmifiion to, 

* Die Rcgenten follen die fcunft ftudiren zu berfehen, ohne dw wfe- 
hen davon zu haben. 

t SoUen fie uuumfchrankt regieren. 

Vol. 111. Ec; 
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the Superiors. Should they, be ppfleffed of the advan- 
tages of birth, it will be an additional reafon for fhow- 
ing their obedience^to a Superior born in a lower fta- 
tion of life— Let their conduct, vary according to the 
perfons with whom they have to deal. Let the Re- 
gent be the confidant of one, the father of anotber a 
the fcholar of a third 5 very fe Idem a fevere and inex- 
orable Superior, and even on fuch occasions let him 
fhow with how much unwillingness he qjfercifes fucji 
Severity. He will fay, for example, that he fincerely 
wi flies the Order had given fo ditagreeable a commif- 
fion to feme other perfon; and that he is weary of 
afting the part of fchoolmafter with a man who fhould 
long fince haye known how to conduit himfclf. 

“ III. The grand objeft of our faired legion Jprcad 
throughout' the univerfe being the triumph of virtue 
and of wifdom, every Regent mud endeavour to efta- 
blifli a certain equality among men.— Let him take the 
part of thofe who are too much deb^fed, and humble 
the proud. Let him never fuffer the fool to lord it 
too much over the man of wit, the wicked over the 
good, the ignorant over the learned, nor the weak 
over the ftrong, though the latter {hould in reality be 
in the wrong.* 

* 1Y. The means of acquiring an afcendancy over 
men are incalculable. Who could enumerate them 
all ? . . . They muft vary with the difpofition of the 
times. At one period it is a tafte for the marvellous 
and extraordinary that is to be wrought upon. At 
another the lure of fecrct focieties is to be held out. 
“ For this reafon it is very proper to mcke your inferiors 
Ih'lieVe, without telling them the red ftate of the cafo, 
that all othet focret focieties, particularly that of Free - 
mafonry , arejicretly dire (led by us. Or elfe , and it is 
really the fact tn some states, that potent Mo- 

H ARCH S ARE GOVERNED BY OUR ORCER. JVhen Cttty 

thing remarkable or important comes to pafs, Innt that it 
originated with our Order.— Should any perfon by his 
merit acquire a great reputation, let it be generally im- 
derjiood that he is otie of us” 

How fmoothly flows this combination of artifice 

* Er foil nicht lciden dais der dummerc fiber den klfigcro— der 
Schwacherc fiber den itarbern, auch weno diefer unrccht babes folks* 
zu fehr den mciiter fpiele. 
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from the pen pf the JUuminfying f<gifiator ! But I 
hope fhat my reader will mot expert to find a method 
in my tranflation, where the Legiftator has difdainejd 
.method. It is eafy to perceive, that to heap arti^ce 
upon artifice is much more his olyeft, than to give 'a 
ftudied conneftion to principles with which he fuppofes 
his adepts to be fufficiently imgrellcd. Or may it not 
be faid, that this diforder is the effeft of ftudied art? 
.But kt us proceed and trace the fteps of Weifhaupt. 

“ With no other objeft than to give your orders the 
appearance of coining from a myfrerious hand, you 
may, for example, put a letter under the plate of an 
adept when dining at au imv though it might have 
been a much Iefs trouble to forward it to lum at his 
own lodgings— You may attend large and commercial 
owns during the time of fairs in different charac- 
ters, as a Merchant , an Officer , : an Abbe. , £very where 
you will perfonajte an extraordinary man having im- 
portant bufmets on your hands.— But all this muft be 
done with a great deal of art and caution, left you 
Ihould have the appearance of an adventurer. It is to 
be well underftood, that thefe charafters are not to be 
affumed in towns where you are likely to be difeovered 
either by the Police or the ftanders-by#—- At othqr 
times, you may write your orders with -a chemical 
preparation of ink which di&ppears after a certain 
time., f ,, 

V. A Regent is as much as pofGble to hide from 
his inferiors all his weakneffes, even his ill-health, dr 
difgufts ; at any rate he is never to complain. 

u VI. Here he repeats the iuftruflion on the art of 
flattering and gaining over women to their caufe ; al- 
ready traoferibed, page 25. 

u VII. You rnuft alfo gain over to the Order the 
common v£opl£. The great plan for fucceeding in 
this is to influence the SchooU . You may alfo attempt 
it by liberalities, or by great (how and fplendour ; at 
other tirart by making yourfclf popular, and even to- 
lerating, with ap air of patiettfe^prejwikes which may 
hereafter be gradually eradicated. 

“ VIII. When you have fucceeded any where ifi 
making yourfclf mafter of the public authority and 
government, you will pretend not to have the leaft 
power, for fear of awakening the attention of thofo 
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who may oppoTe us. ' But, on the contrary, when you 
find it impoflible to fucceed, you will affume the cha- 
rafter of a perfon who has every thing at his com- 
mand. That will make us both feared and fought 
after, and of couric will ftrengthen our party. 

u IX, All the ill fuccefs or aifgufts which may befall 
the Order are to be concealed with the utmoft caution 
from the inferiors, 

“X. It is the duty of the Regents to fupply the 
wants of the Brethren, and to procure the bejt employ- 
ments for them, after having given the proper intima- 
tion tq the Superior. 

** XI. The Regents fhall be particularly cautious and 
difcreet in their difcourfe 5— but fhall carefully avoid 
any thing denoting the lead perplexity of mind — 
There are even foine oc cations whereon an extenfive 
genius is to be affefted ; on others, they may pretend 
that their friendfhip has made them (ay a word too 
much j' by thefe means the fecrecy of die inferior is 
put to the teft. They may alfo fpread certain reports 
'among our people, which may prepare them to re- 
ceive ideas which the Order wifhes to infufe into their 
minds. ' On all doubtful occafions, tha Regent wilt 
confuft his Superiors by means of a Quibus Licet." 

u XII. Whatever rank or Ration a Regent may 
hold in the Order, he will feldom anfwer the queflions 
of the inferiors verbally, but generally in writing, that 
he may have time to refleft or even confult on the 
anfwers he fhould give.** 

u XIII. Tlie Regents wilt unceafingly attend to 
every thing relating to the grand interefts of the Or- 
der, to the operations of commerce, or filch things as 
may in any way contribute to augment the power of 
the Order. They will tranfmit all plans of that na- 
ture to the Provincial. Should it be a cafe requiting 
Expedition, he wiH give him advice of it by fome other 
channel than the J^utbus Licets, which the Provincial 
has not die power of opening.” 

“ XIV. They will foljow the feme line of conduft 
with refpeft to every thing that tends to influence the 
Order in general ; and find means of putting its united 
forces in motion at one and the feme time.” 

“ XV. When an author fets < forth principles true m 
thcmfelvdy but which do not as yet fiat our general pin 


Digitized by Google 



rm akhsocial aymmucv. 

of education fir the world ; or principles the pubUcdtiou 
of which is premature : every effort mujt b$ made to 
gam over the author s tut Jhould all our attempts jail, 
and we Jhould be unable to entice him into the Order, let ■ 
him be dtfctedited by every poffible means? 

u XVI. If a Regent jhould conceive hopes of fucceed* 
ing in fuppreffmg any religious houfes, and or applying 
their revenues to our objelt, for example, to the ejta- 
blijhment of proper country schools % ne may depend 
on it, that fuch a project would be particularly grateful 
to the Superiors. 7 * 

“ XVII. The Regents will alfo turn tbeir attention 
towards a folid plan for eftablUhing a fund to fupport 
the widows of the brethren.” 

“ XVIII. One of our mojl important objeds mufi be, 
to hinder the fervtle veneration of the people for Princes 
from being carried too far. All fach abjelt flattery 
tends only to make thofe men worfe who are already 
for the mod part of very common and weak under* 
(landings. You will (how an example of the proper, 
conduit to be held in this retpeft. ^ Shun all familiarity 
with them ; behave to them politely, but without cot W 
ftraint , that tl)ey may honour and fear you. Write and 
(peak of them as you would of other men, that they 
may be made to rccolleft that they are but men like 
other people, and that tbeir authority is a thing purely 
conventional.”* 

“ XIX. When there happens to be a man of merit 
among our adepts but little known by or entirely un~ 
known to the public, no pains are to pe fpared to ac- 
quire celebrity for bin. Let our difguifed brethren eve- 
ry where Cound the trumpet of his praifes, and force 
envy and party (pint to be filent. 77 

“ XX. The eflay of our principles and of our fchools 
is mod eafily and mod fuccefefully made in fmall 
dates. The inhabitants of capitals and commercial 
towns are too corrupt, too much a prey to tbeir paf- 
fiqns, mi think themfclves too much enlightened, to 
fubmit to our leffons.” 

“ XXI. It is deful to fend yifkors from time to time, 
or to give a Regent that is travelling the commiflion 
to vifit the meetings, to afk for the minutes, and to call 

• Eme unferer Tornehmden forgen mufs auch fcyn, utter das *oHtc 
fdavifchc furtten verdhnwg nidu au boch ftrigea su laflcs a dw* 
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oft the brethren in order to examine their papers of 
journals, and receive their complaints.— Thefe^ Flenipo* 
tentiaries, prefeiiting ' themfelves in the name of the 
high Superiors, may correct many faults, and boldly 
fupprefs abufes which' the Prefefts had not the courage 
to reform, thbugh ready to enforce the commands of 
the vifitor. 

“ XXII. If our Order cannot eftablifh itfelf in any 
particular place with all the forma and regular pro- 
grefs of our degrees* Jbtnc -other form mujt be ajjumed. 
Always have the ohjett in view ; that is the ejfentiai J 
pobiu No nukter what the cloak may be, provided you 
fucceed ; a cloak is hovjever always necejfaty , for in Je- 
er ecy our Jlrengtb principally lies . 

“ XXIII. For this reaibn we fhould always conceal 
ourfclves under the name of fbme other affociation . 
ITie* inferior lodges of Freemasonry are the tnoji con- 
venient cloaks for our grand objett, (dtis fchickliche kleid 
fur unfere hohere zweeke) becaufe tne world is already * 
familiarized with the idea that nothing pf importance, or ’ 
worthy of their attention can fpring from Mafonry.— 
"lib name of a literary fociet^ is alfb a -proper mafk 7 
for our firft clafles. Under luch a mafk, fhould our 
aflemblies be difeovered, we may confidently aflert, 
that the reafon of our holding fccret aflemblies was 
partly to give a greater intereft and charm to our ' 
purfuits ; partly to keep off the crowd, and not to ex- 
pofe ourfelves to the bantering and jealoufy of others j 
in {hart to hide ah 6 Weakness 6f an v affociation as yet 
but in its infancy.** 

“ XXIV. It is of the titmoft impBrtance for us to 
ftudythe confutations of other fccret focicties and to 
govern them. The Regent is even bound, after hav- 
ing obtained leave of his fuperiors, to gain admit- 
tance into thore* focieties, but he mtift not undertake 
too many engagements. This is ah additional reafon 
why our Order fh6uld remain fecret.* 

“ XXV. The higher degrees muft always be hidden ‘ 
from the lower. A perfon more willingly receives or • 
ders from a Jlratiger than from men in whom he gradu- 
ally difiovers a multitude of defefts. By this precaution 
one may keep the inferiors in a more proper awe ; for 
they naturally pay greater attention to their behaviour 
when they think themfelves furrounded by perfoju 
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Who are observing them ; at firft, their virtue may be 
the effect of conftraint, but cuttom will foon make it 
habitual.” 

“ XXVI. Never lofe fight of the military fchools, 
of the academies, printing prefixes, libraries, cathedral 
Chapters, or any public ettablifhments that can influ- 
ence education or government. Let onr Regents per- 
petually attend to tne various means, and form plans 
for making uS matters of all thefe eftabli(hments.”* 

“ XXVII. In general, and independent of thpir part 
ticular employment, the grand object of our Regents 
mutt be an habitual and conftant application to every 
thing which can in any way add to the perfection ana 
to the power of our Order, that it may become for 
future ages the moft perfcft model or government 
that can enter the mind Of man or in other words, 
that it may be hereafter laid, filch was the famous aP* 
location which, by perpetually perfecting its laws and' 
governments, at length taught mankind to catt off 
every law and every government* It would be ufelcfs 
For me to-think of adducing farther proofs to demon* 
(trace that fitch is the real ObjeCt of the pretended per- 
fection Of illuminifm. The myfteries or the SeCt have 
been too clearly laid open for us to harbonr the fmal- 
left doubt of their intention. "But to acquire this per- 
fection and power for the SeCt, Wcifhaiipt has model- 
led ft'ril farther laws for his Regent according to 
the different offices tltey hold in the Hierarchy of thd 
Order.f 

* MUhaMchukn, aciatkmicn, feudidfudkcrey en * Bmchladen, Dost* . 
4apctd, nod miles was tin einflufs auf bildung und regieruo* but, mufs 
foe am den augen gclafien werden ; und aie Regen ten fbllen unauf- 
bdrtkh plane cntwtrrfen, wic man es anfangen kdnpe, fiber diefdbcri 
gewak am bekommen. 

f For the whole of the Second Part of this Chapter (be the InflruBbn 
M fir tie Degree Regent, of which it as nearly a literal tranflatiom 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Continuation of tlx Inflruflions on the Government of 
the IUieminces—Lims for the Local Superiors . 

G REAT as the authority of the Major IUuminees 
over the Minerval Academies may appear at firft 
light, no perfon of the preparatory clafs is in faft cn- 
tr ufted with any real authority. Even the Scotch 
Knight in his intermediary clafs docs not enjoy any. 
The Order recognizes as real Superiors none but tbofe 
who have been initiated into the clafs of the Myfte- 
Yies. Even in that clafs the adept mult have attained 
the degree of Regent before be can be named Prefeft 
for the Scotch Knights, or Dean of his diftridl. Thofc 
are the firft two offices which the Order confiders as 
having any real authority over the Brethren. 

Though the Code exprefsly declares, that each 
Superior fhall find in his inftru&ions the refpedive 
laws concerning his particular duty, it certainly con* 
tains none for the office of Dean. A fingle Chapter 
is indeed to be found in the Code on bis election and 
confecration. On the firft eftablifhment of a new diC 
trift he is ele&ed by the Provincial ; but on his depo- 
fition or death the Epopts affemble and choofe a 
lucceffor by the plurality of votes, the Provincial only 
having the right of confirming fuch an eleftion. With 
regard to what the Code terms his confecration (Wei- 
hung des decaniy) it is generally performed by what 
is called a Plenipotentiary, and in a fort of barbarous 
Latin, extremely inelegant. Were not the impiety of 
it as abominable as the ceremonial is low, it might 
form an excellent feene for the theatres of Bartholo- 
mew fair. The llluminizing Legillator, a very inferior 
eopyift of Moliert's Malade Imaginaire , ridicules St. 
Paul, Mofes, and all religious ceremonies, as Molierc 
did the quack diiciples of Hippocrates. Little wit is 
required to feoff at religious rites, and yet our Legif- 
lator has only fucceedea in being difguftingly impious. 
Such turpitude is not worthy our notice, for none but 
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Epqpts can admire it 5 this neverthelefs is all the infor- 
mation the Code can give us refpefting the Dean.* 

* Should any adept wi/h for a fpecimen of this miferable 
farce, let hip figure to himfelf an afiembly of Epopts in their 
iacerdotal habits. The delegate opens the piece bv Domine 
aperi os meum : The two Affiftaots repeat the lame — The 
Plenipotentiary Fill mi quid poftulas ? The Delegate Ut Deus 
et Superiors nofiri concedant nobis Decanum hunc quern ad 
te duco. — Plenip, Habetis decretum l — Habemus— Legatur— 
Communi voto atque confeofu fupe riorum elegimus nobb in 
Decanum Fratrcm N. N. Prefbitcrura Noltrx Provincial, 
Majoris Ordinis yerum atque prudentem hofpitalem, raori- 
bus ornatum, fapientem, illuminatum et manfuetum, Deo et 
fuperioribus noffris per omnia placentemque ad Celfitudinis 
veftrx dignitatem adducere, quatenus autore Domino nobb 
tebt idoneus Decanus’ prje-efie valeat ut prodefie, nofque fub 
eras fapienti regimtne in fecuritate ac quiete magnis fciendis 
aliifque operibus curare poffimus — Plenip . Difpofuifti domui 
‘tux l — ike EleB Difpoiui — Nodi quanta fit Decani cnra et 
qul poeni infligantur rafideles et Delatores l — Duce me Do- 
mino-Ego au&oritate fuperiorum indudus firmker fub inter- 
jmnatione anathematis, inhibeo tibi, ne quid de fcientiis oc- 
troi tis, rel fecreta tibi revelanda abducas, furripias, vel alicui 
profkoo comm unices. Si tu autem altquid attentare praefum- 
fcris, maledidus eris in domo et extra domura, maledidus ia 
civitate et in agro, maledidus vigilando et dormiendo, ma- 
ledi&us manducando et bibendo, maledidus arabnlando et 
fedcndo, maledida erunt caro et ofla, et fanitatcm non babebb 
a planta pedis ufque ad verticem. Veniat tunc fuper te 
maledidio.qnam per Moyfen in lege filio iniquitatb Dominus 
proraifit. Deleatur nomen tuum in libro viventium, et cum 
Juftis non amplius fcribatur, fiat pars et hereditas tua cum Cain 
fhrtficida, cum Dathan et Abiron, cum Anania et Saphiri, 
cum Simone Mago et Juda proditore. Vide ergo ne quid 
feceris, quo anathema mereris. — Here follow the impofitm of 
hands y the exhortations , and the henedktums , all m Latin . The 
Officiator, extending his hands again on the head of the EleB \ 
terminates the ceremony with the following words : Sicut ros 
,Herraon qui defcendit in montem Sion, fic defccndat fuper te 
.Dei fuiftmx fapientix benedidio ( fee the lqfl works of Spar - 
taeus — Nachricot von JVeibung eines Decani,) What execrable 
impiety muft the Sed have infufed into its Epopts to exped 
jhat fuch an impious derifion of the Scriptures and of the 
mofi faired rights could give them pleafure ? Let not thu 
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The fame cannot be {aid of the inftruftions &r tfye 
Prefers. Thefe Local Superiors may have as many as 
eight Lodges at a time under their command} partly 
Minerva!, and partly Mafonic. The Prefcft is the firit 
Regent within his prefefture, and has the dfre&ion of 
all that part of the Order ftited in the Code the tower 
part of the edifice . All' the £>uibus Meets of his diftrift 
pafe through bis hands. He opens thcrfe of thp Scotch 
Knights, and the Solis of the Novices and Minervals ; 
but every tying elfe he tranfmits to the higher Su- 
periors. When he founds new Lodges, or receives 
new Brethren, he gives the new Geographical names 
and Cbaraftcrifiic s y which he {cleft* from tye lift that 
he has received from the Provincial. He makes a ge-t 
neral report to the Provincial of every thing that has 
happened within his prefefture once a month j and 
every three months tranfmits the reverfai letters* the 
tablets fent by the Scrutators \vkh notes on their politic 
<al and moral conduct, and an esaft retuna of the ftate 
of the funds belonging to each Lodge. He decides 
on the promotion of the Brethren as far as Scotch 
Knight, but can confer the latter degree only with the 
content of the Provincial^r-He has the right once a 
year of commanding aty the adepts under his direction 
to return whatever writings the Order may have en* 
trufted them with— He returns them to thofe on whole 
fidelity he has rcafon to rely, but not to thofe whom 
fa may have any rcafon to fajpeft, or wbfy are iritendr 
ed to be dijrnijfed.* 

The foundation of the Edifice refts folely pn the 
vigilance, experience* and zeal of the Prefeft.— And 
it was to the direftion of their conduft in every part 
of the Government that Weifhaupt dedicated bis IcL 
fons under the following heads I. Preparation . — II. 
Tuition of the Pupils.— III. Spirit or love of the Order . 
—IV. Subordination.— \L Secrecy.— of thefe arti- 
cles contains a cloud of thofe artifices which the re*, 
der has leen h)terfperfcd in divers parts of the Code* 
but which now become the peculiar ftudy of the Pre- 

reader think that I have exaggerated this barbarous cant. 
The whole ceremony is a buffoonery of the loweft clafs. 
piety depraves every thing, even the tafte for literature. 

* Inftrudions C for the Regent*, and No. 
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ftd, ' I (hall only cxtrad the mod ftrikmg, or thofe 
on which the Legiflator particularly mfifts ; filch, for 
example, as the following, to be found in the fir ft 
pages of the head Preparation, 

44 Our ftrength chiefly confifts in numbers ; but 
much will alfo depend on the means employed to form 
the pupil— Young people are pliant and eaiily take the 
♦mpreffion— “ The rrefed will therefore fpare no 
“ pains to gam pofleffion of the Schools which lie 
44 within his diftrid, and alfo of their teachers* He 
44 will find means of placing them under the tuition 
44 of members of our Older ; for this is the true me- 
44 thod of infufing our principles and of training o\y 
44 young men : k is thus that the maft ingenious men 
44 are prepared to labour for us and are brought into 
44 difeipline ; and thus the affedion conceived by our 
41 young pupils for the Order, will gain as deep foot 
“ as do all other early impreffions.” 

Under the fame head are to be found inftrudions 
for the Prefed equally curious, on the propagation 
of the Order. 

u When a new colony is to be founded, begin by 
0 choofing a bold and enterprifing adept entirely de- 
44 voted to the Order. Jfcnd him forne time before* 
44 hand to live on the fpot where you intend making 
44 the new eftablifhment.” 

" Before yon proceed to people the extremities, be* 
0 gin by making your ground good at the centre.” 

* Your next objed mud be, to gain over fueh 
44 perfons as arc conftant refidents, as Merchants and 
44 Canons P 

44 Such millions fhonld only be entrufted to brethren 
* of independent fortune , and who would occafion no 
“ expence to the Order ; for though all the brethren 
0 are entitled to fuccour when in real want, yet thofe 
a of one province are as feldom as poffible to be an 
41 expcnce to the neighbouring ones. Nor are the 
44 other diftrids by any means to be made acquainted 
11 with the weaknefs of the Order in yours. Befidc% 
" the funds mud find a fufficiency to luccour thofe of 
“ the Minerval febool who may ftand in need of k» 
0 that our pfomifes in their cafe may be performed.” 

h You will not feck to extend yourfclt till you have 
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w 

u confelidated your eftaUiflimerr in the capital of 

your diftrich” 

“ You will ferioufly examine and cautioufly feleft 
from the brethren thofe who are the moft able to un- 
dertake fuch a mifliod.— You will next confider whe- 
ther it will be proper to begin your eftablifliment by 
a Minerval church or a Malonic lodge.” 

• u Pay moft particular attention to the man whom 
you place at the head of the new colony ; obferve 
whether he is courageous, zealous, prudent, exaft, and 
•’pim&ual ; whether fitted for the forming new adepts ; 
whether he enjoys a good reputation or is much con- 
sidered 5 whether he is a man of bulinefs and capable 
of a ferious and conftant application : in (hort, whe- 
ther he has all the neceffary qualifications for an un- 
dertaking of fuch high importance.” 
j * Confider alfb the locality. Is the place propofed 
near to or diftant from the capital of your diftrift ? — 
Is it a dangerous or fafe fituation for fuch an under- 
taking?— 1$ it great or fmaH, more or lefs populous? 
—By what means can you beft fucceed, and which can 
be eafieft employed ?— What time would be requlfite 
for the perfecting of fuch an eftablifhmcnt ?— To what 
perfons can you apply on firft fettbg off?— If your 
firft applications be ill made, all future attempts will 
he fruitlefs.— What pretence or what name is tp be 
fitfwncd ?— How is the new colony to be fubordinated 
or co-ordinated ? that is to fay, what fuperiors (hall h 
be underhand with what lodges (hall it correfpond ?" 

“ When you (hall have acquired fufficient ftrength 
in your new colony, and particularly if our brethren 
enjoy the fir ft dignities of the ftate, if they may freely 
■and openly (how themfelves formidable to their oppo- 
nents, and moke them feel the painful confequences of 
counteracting the views of the Order ; if you have 
wherewith to (arisfy the wants of the brethren ; if, fo 
far from having to fear from the government, the 
Order directs thof« who hold the reins — Then be at 
fured that we lhaH not be wanting in numbers or in 
the choice of adepts ; we (hall foon have more than 
«we have occalion for. I cannot too Jt tangly recommend 
tins method of proceeding 

u If it be neceflary for us to be matters of the or- 
4 ‘ dipary fchools, of how much more importance will 
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a it he to gain over* the ecclefiafiical feminaries and their 
u fupeiiors / With tfem we gain over the chief part 
u of the country ; we acquire the fupport of the greatejt 
u enemies to innovation ; and the grand point of all is, 
u that through the clergy we become majlers of the mid* 
u die and lower claffes of the people 

" But remember, that great caution is neceflary 
€i with the Ecclefiaftics. Thefe gentlemen are gene- 
u rally either too free or too fcrupulous ; ahd thofe 
" who arc too free have feldom any morals.* The 
legiflator then proceeds to the excluiion of the reli- 
gious, and tells the Iniinu^tor to avoid the Jefuits as 
he would the plague. 

While perufing thefe laws, I fuppofe the reader 
makes nearly the fame reflections which I am tempted 
every iuftant to commit to paper.— Should the follow- 
ing article ever meet the eye of a Prince, it will give 
him ample room for reflection. 

“ When the Prefed (hall have gradually fucceeded 
u in placing the moft zealous members or the Order 
* in the councils and offices under the Prince, he will 
“ have arrived at the full extent of his commiffion. 
u He will have done much more than if he had initku 
" ted the Prince himfelf.** 
u In general. Princes are not to be admitted into 
€t the Order, and even thofe who are received are fel- 
“ dom to be permitted to rife above the degree of 
u Scotch Knight” - 

After what lias been feen of this degree and thofe 
that precede, it is rather extraordinary that Weifliaupt 
fhould deign to grant admiflion to Princes ; for he did 
not wait for this degree before he clearly infmuated 
his plans. Princes, at leaft, who had not furmifed 
them before their admiffion to that degree muft have 
been void of penetration indeed. What hopes then 
could the legiflator entertain of their not perceiving 
his plots againft all legitimate authority? His confi- 
dential letters will explain the enigma ' u Brethren,* 
he writes to his Areopagites, “ you will take care to 
"have the following corrections made before you 

• Karin der Prafedfc die f iirftlichen Dicafterien und Rathe nach und 
aach mit eifrigen ordens-mit-gliedern befetzen, fo hat er a lies gethaxt, 

was cr than konte. Es tit mchr, als wean cr den f ftrften felMt auf* 
gcnommrn hattc. 
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u diow the conftitntioas of our decrees to the Eiedor; 
u —In the degree of Minor IUummee in place of the 
u words imfvctle Monks fey imbecile men**- In the de» 
“ gree of Major Illunmee blot opt the words Priejh 
(t and Princes are in our way. With refped to the 
“ degree of Prieji Ihow no part of k excepting the 
“ dijcourfe on fciencts , and read that over carefully left 

* any aUufion or reference to my other part of the dc* 
a gree fhotdd remain** Thefe corrections begin to 
clear the enigma t a more infidious expedient wul veil 
his plots ia complete darknds. “ I mean,* fats Writ 
haupt when fpeaking to the Areopagites of tne info 
rior degrees, “ to revife the whole fyftemP Then* 
attributing to the Jefiiits his' own immorality, he fays* 

* I mean that it fhould be a complete Jefnitical piece } 

not a tingle word (hall be found in it that can in any 

“ way be cavilled at by religious or political govern* 
“ ments. Let us ad with caution ; do nothing with* 
f* out a reafon ; things tnuft be prepared aild brought 
“ on ftep by ftep.”t The adept who has given us the 
tnoft complete and candid account of the degrees of 
lUuminifm allures us, that he had feen a difeourfe for 
the degree df Epopt ia which every thing refpeding 
religion and government was otnitted4 
■ Here then we find Wcilhaupt hot only correding 
but even forming fictitious degrees to dupe the prince* 
ly adept, and to perliiade him that the dark and myft 
terious recedes of the hireling crew have been laid 
opch to bins, while the real adept fmiles at his ere* 
dulity. Such artifice certainly aggravates Weifhaupt’S 
criminality. But will that excuie the princely adept t 
Notwithftanding die veil artfully thrown over the W 
pious and feditious principles of the fed, did he not 
begin by fwearing obedience and pt otedion to the On* 
der l His court foon (warms with Illuminecs ; he thinks 
he reigns over them, but is no more than their (lately 
captive. And (hould be fall their vidim, will it hot 
be faid that he met with bis juft face ? What ftrange 
madnefs can induce Princes to inferibe their names on 
the regifters of fecret focieties ! Have they not duties 
to fulfil towards the public ? On what right can their 

• Orig. Writ. Vol. II, id Jan. 1785. 

t Hvid*— Wcifliaimt’* Let. 15th March, 1781. 

| Gclchichte dcr iUarain. Grad, Page 66, 
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tjand prote&ionbe grounded, fworft 
in the recefles of fecrtf lodges, to me»‘w|i 0 bide therm 
fiih(es < fi<Ma ijpabHc vLew ; when their labours) cares, And 
JA*tjjd3n4rp»vwr r ,ai;e ta esfiepi) over the wfcoleftate 
AdHocpnauf citiEsosA. jOa.ehB thfcine, or with pnctenl. 
uons .to tt K do.tbty‘Jiot dcgradtegly>fi»elu‘ obedience 
^bd. jhkXc&fotii to. M-aftcts a-fobtycsi By what night 
tviH thep peepadgate daws epianating from lodges f 
When ■dwir.ifial^v'iff.ftwye allegiabccahd fidefic^ jM) 
therm, did t&ofc* fah^p(^s erptA.'kxi 'bA'!goHen\ed ; tiy-a 
flave, or be .fubjdcbai to Ipws : hood dime d indeed by 
their Prioc*, bm di^atted by (MneMafi'er llbtqinee or 
toficnicilmf .And. ye, magiftrated lofthe peppfcy jyho 
are to fit hi judgment over. the mutual and difpiitett 
daims of the citizens in. general; whatconhdenctr can 
be placed in you- otter Voerhawefwoni oieditna^anA 
peoteftiont® this itjuminrungj fe£t, eved in actions juft 
Or wgufiJt~ Stvoh refleftions willrifie liefulgent from 
the page othhtoryi opd would to God that the (Revo- 
lution had not already indelibly engraved them 1 •- " 

fiff ittWBrltffiowe (hould have direded the adions of 
[ Hie place ' of nobler motives, ittat 
'have ifottbdi.anjple. matter iii -the 
f'flkfciihHhi'tp ftimulote hisj when he hnt cafts 
ye on : thel^Bowlng article coritained iu the :i» 
ftruffiom for <|hff Ptcfcds; o^ iocaj Superior^, tinder 
the head formation of pupils* ■" What f«fill hpnjbere 
bvdl u»,’iKswi#.'4nd fimitomy of femiment donof 
tpo /late of life, am difoenft xht 'to*- 
SiSr*TOrti" own labours of not trials To accuftom 
than to'defpife all dHtimftions, and to view the world 
and humatu natrtre In tile grand fcale, the Prefeft flrali 
wrefolly tolfeift all : the anecdotes ;hc can, remarkable 
either for their generolity or meannefs, not regadding 
to Whom tb*^ relate whether Princes Or Citizens, rich 
Of poor* -Jfe-'wlll tranfnrit them to the Matters of the 
Minerals f ood thefe will expoTe them in a proper 
Meaner to their pupils. They will hot forget to give 
'the nstae of the IVinoe or great iperfonage, though 
♦he wait YhoukJ difhonourhim y* for/' lays the Code, 
* every mewiberrpuft be made fertfible, that we diftn- 
u butt impartial juftice, and that among os the wicked 
♦-man upon the throne » - called a villain (eat fchitfkt 
• Yd, m. ;. :.; , -Gg - 
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ffibnji) juft as. freely, if not more Co, rhanthe MmSnit 
ft- who is beingled the gallows.” : ■? 

i Under the Tame head we may obferve another artl* 
cle remarkable enough, on the means of rendering the 
language of the adepts more uniform, when fpeaking 
before any of the Qrder, or of.fads rebating, to it. 

: . On. thefe dhci&teh the Prefed will take, rare fepredy 
. tOLinftrud the lpwer_ Superior sin whatftyJcfh;yiare to 
holdforth, what ideas to propagate, anaiinwbafc mEih- 
tier ' they fhouldanake their pupib fpeati : ft Hencfc 
“the pupib trill conftantly accord thdmfeUtes in every 
‘‘(thing, Whether lit; language nr aftiotJ, with the S& 
“ 'petidrs, thoiigfiLthrir motives may be unknown fb 
* them. . By ihefe. means we fhallhil tetod towards 
f* the fame objed; the .young adepts will accuftom 
f * themfclves tofcarchand dive into the intentions of 
.*? the Order ; to refrain from ading, or to be filent oq 
rt.all doubdulf occafions, till t they, base : received the 
“.advice or orders of iheir Superior as to what they 
“ ought to do or fey;? • .<• •' / j - 

i Under the hfcad Zow or Spirit of the Order, the Pre- 
fdft .is. itoftruded, that fach Love or Spirit b to he in* 
fdfedby defcanting on' the beauty tmd nqpbrtancc of 
thejahjed of the Sdd, the integrity its member^ 
tfaie gscatnefr and certainty of its toeans, the utiBty of 
tterinftrudion imparted* and feettfity prorijifcd to all 
its. .pupils by the Order.— This Love wUt' always be 
proportionate to 'the certainty df being hflppy white atf 
tachedio the Order, and of finding reed brpptnefi in no 
other .place* To-ftiroufete k, be tnujt ahuayt, • feed them 
teith.the hopes of new difioveries mot e, and tnbre tmpor » 
Janti; and, left theib iWl ihpuld di(ninHh, “ <fy to' keep 
«i*r pupils conjiattity mebtpied with objeQs . , rotating to 
t/s«' Order; make ; it , their- favorite purftiit.- (--See what 
ithe Roman Catholic .Church does to make its religion 
familiar, to its followers, how it keeps thdr attention 
inceflantly towards it; mddel yourfetf/by that.-- It 
would, be impoffiblfc to fhrefee. all cafes and lay down 
rules for them ;-^rt jfc thcn be the cbnftant ftudy of 
the Prcfeds and other. Superiors to prepare themfclves 
frit Unforefeen events-- Let them propofe and diftribute 
prifcesfo.r the beft oetmpofitions. otifuch qaies- . Pcrpe- 
tUid vigjlance will redder it iinpoffible. fbr the edifice 
not founer or later to fuccced, and to taka ' a proper 


Digitized by Google 



ts* AimsociAL cmmmApr. 

c^MAenev according to the iocai ckxuniftadccs. Er* 
bolt the brethren to Complacency, beneficence,: and go* 
notbfyj towardseach' other and towards the Order J* 

The next article treats of Obedience . Here the IVe- 
fe# is informed; u That Should he have been .diligent 
and fuccefcful in impreffing the young pupils with the 
grandeur of the views of the Sed^ they will doubtlefe 
obey the Superiors with pleafurc. Haw can they do 
otherwife than fubmit themfetoes to be conduded by 
Superiors who have fb carefully guided them hitherto, 
who contributed fo much to their prefent happindv 
and whh promife tQ perpetuate it in Future ? May the 
man Who is nof to be enticed into obedience by fucb 
advantages be rejected from araongus ; let him be caji, 
out from the fociety of the elcft / The fpirit of obedi- 
ence is to be more particularly infufed by example and 
inftnuftion— by the coovidion, that to obey our Superi- 
ors is in fad only fulfilling our own inclination— by the 
gradual progrefs of the aegrees-^by the hopes of dif 
covering more important truths— by fear properly ma-: 
naged-e-by honours, rewards, and diftindions granted 
to the docile— by contempt caft on the ftubbom— by 
avoiding familiarity with the inferiors— by the exem- 
planr punifhment of the rebellious-^-by the felcdion of' 
thofe whom we know ,to be devoted to ns and ready 
to execute all our commands— by a particular atten- 
tion to the J&uilnts licets whereby we may fee how far 
the Orders of the Superiors .have been executed and 
by the punduality of the intermediary Superiors in 
fending the tablets or reports rdpeding their inferiors. 
The more particular theje tablets are , we better they will 
be ; for it is on them that all the operations of the Order 
are grounded < Jt is by their means, that the pcogrefs. 
and number of the brethren is, to be known ; that the 
ftrength or weaknds of the ' machine, and the propor- 
tion and adhefion of all its parts is to be calculated, 
and that the pramotioft of the brethren, the merits 
and demerits of the afiemblies, of rbe.Iipdgcp, and of 
their Superiors, is to be judged*. * 

When treating of Secrecy, u the Prefed is . informed, 
that this is the tnoft ejfential article ; and it: is on that 
account that even in countries where! the,,Se& may 
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b aoqtriottfi^ufidkiit pdwdr to tMfweff the 
it h to remain veiled in da*kne&\* 

“ The I Vefeft is always to tboc 

real obje<5 tf his views according' la local circuraftfli- 
cts Let hint agree Wirh the ProVlfteiaVoa what 
hefhdll aflbnuB to ccmceal the Ordar^At ih the ho* 
lijious hSrftihrtions of the Roman Church* Vhtare rdr~ 
gibn, alas! is .hut a pretext ; eaa&ly fo* dttty in t « 
miter tnahner, itutft We etowrdp ctw: Order tb the finks 
of tt there an tile foaety, ob firm Other tx&rior of a fu 
Obiter nature?*, .» 

In vaih Would the reader aflq me, whence tht Ilfo, 
nofnired Code had taken Hie idra^bf Religion being' 
only a pretvXi Got the religious ioftituikiDS m the C&< 
thdic Chmth* It has not come to my knowledge* 
that the mod barefaced Sophiftershave ever advanced 
a calumny of this fort. I have fern the religious fodfoi 
dm, fueh a&Sr» Francis* St* BehediA, dr St* Bafil, and 
other founders of orders, drfcribdd by tlic Sophifters 
as fuperflhiotB enthufiafts. - BfiK.evcn among the moCs 
<tkcs who rmift have been afcquainted with the Orders 
thtfy had livted in, we have never heafd dne pretend? 
that Religion was only a pirtejit either for the mftktN 
tion thfcy abandoned* or fur thtif ancient brethren t 
Did any of them ever afftft* that ambition* Avarice,, 
or any prtrekt bolides Refigirnipted givdh ri& to the 
foundation if the Order of dievCfc^ucbms* Friars, Be* 
nedi&mfcs, Carmelites, anduf fb thainr otter ton* 
vtnts drftined far men or wdnicnf Th», however* 
is not a calamity originating with WeUhaupt fit is not 
t6 be found In life iuftruflioh* fent to Knlgge, and oil 
which the latter formed ihe Code Of Laws fot the 
Regents and Loch! Superiors* tboligb he fubjoined iiku 
ny of hit own ideas. Knigge was twtally ignorant of 
every thin^ tetatingto religUuk Ordefc Weifliaupt 
whs bam a Rdman Catholic* tirid niigbt indeed, in hk 
impiety, hivtf repeated the ideas or many apofUte 
^bphifters, xk Have loft thk ftrartge cdinparifon of his 
illuininifm with the religWns inflirotes* fence k Was in 
ttttf ©c>d e : but I Ihodld be crnly farprfc&ed vnfb I 
" tharirit was a caluihny of his invention* Hei 
kftew faoweft bow much he Hood in need $f dark* 
nefs to envelope his defigns ; and he alfo knew, that 
in the Roman Catholic ChArch no religious ifc(tkpjfc 
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watJtiapbed* xtoSM l hd l mm rW« public aid exatth 
toed bf the ©oiiftituted authorities 

* Aftdr this afcford dahuttny follows a recapitulation 
of every thing we have already expofed to our reader* 
h the firft Chapters of this Volume, ofl (be aedefity 
o£ hiding the proceedings and cVen the very exiftence 
of the Lodged DuH find the following additions hs 
this plate. 

“ Left die number of the Brethren (hould expofie 
them to dHbovery, by their aOemblies being too tiu* 
merous, the Prefeft will take dare that no inure than 
ten istfabcrs ibaH afibntbfc in the fame Mmcrvnl 
Church,” 

u Shodld ariy ’ plate fqntain a greater number of 
u pupils, the Lodges rauft be multiplied, or different 
“ days of aflemUy imift he affigfted, that all m ay hot 
“ meet at once $ ami fiundd there be federal Mhierval 
u Churches in the fame town, the PVcfoft Will Uke 

* care that thofe of one Lodge (hall know nothing 

* of the Gthm* T of the better dlreftton of the low- 
er part oF , the edifice, he wilt obfctve the follow- 
ing ruleSr-He is to nominate the Magiftrates of the 
Minervals ; but the chief of thefe Magiltrates can only 
be named with the confent of the Provincial. He will 
be refponlible for thofe he names.— He will overlook 
the Mafbnic and Minerval Lodges, to fee that every 
thing is regularly and punctually executed. He will 
not permit any difcourfes to he delivered there which 
may give any ftrong fufpicions of what is contriving 
again ft Religion, the ftate, or morals— He will fuffer 
no Brother to be advauced to the higher degrees be- 
fore he has acquired the requifite qualities and princi- 
ples ; on this point, fays the Code, he cannot carry his 
precautions, anxiety r and fcrupulofety too far. 

“ It lias already been ftated in the rules, that per- 
fons not belonging to the Order may be received into 
the Mafonic Lodges of Illuminifm— ' The Prefeft will 
carefully watch left any of thefe ftrangers fliould take 
the lead in the Lodges— They (hould as far as poffiblc 
be honeft men, fedate, and quiet ; but by feme means 
or other they fliould be made ufeful to the Order— 
Without leave of the Provincial, the Prcfcft (hall hold 
no correfpondence on matters relating to the Order 
with any perfon out of \yls province— as his peculiar 
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©bjelt will be, to, watch over and to inftruft the Supe* 
riors of the Minerval and Mofonic Lodges, he Will 
have recourfe to the Provincial in alf doubtful cafes 
of any importance. 

“ L*t the Prefelt make himfelf perfelt mailer of 
thefe rules ; let him follow diem with prccifion ; let 
him always attend to the whole of the objclt ; let him 
take care that each one mav attend to his duty, doing 
neither more nor lefs than we law requires ; and he wil 
find in this inftruftion all that is neceflary for the regu- 
lation of his conduit.” 

Such is the promife which terminates the laws for 
the Prefelt or Illuminiftn. The five articles treated 
of in thefe regulations are prefaced by a far more 
pompous promife: “ If, it is faid wc have exalt ly 
rt forefeen every thing relating to thefe five articles \ 

* nothing will be impoffiUe for us in any country un- 

* der the Sun.”* 

• lit Brin in diefen funf llncken tiles geH 5 r% beforp, fo ift in iedtro 
fande unter der fonne nichts unmftglic h— — T he whole of this Chapter 
is eztrtded from the Inftro&ions C for the Prefcd, froth Page 145 
to 
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CHAP. XVII. 

tujlntfiions for thePro'Otuciql. 

. V: \> ~ . “Vi . > , 

B Y far the greyer part of the xode of laws which 
has juft been Ikud before .the reader, as relating 
to the Regent* and Prcfe&f of the ilkutfinees, was 
originally Written by Wetflifaupt for the inftmdlion of 
his Provincials/ Tim is evidcnt fronli the firft digeft 
ofthefe laws, as they appear in the fetond part of the 
fecond volume of the Original Writings of the Se$* 
from page iy to 43. It is even . brie of thofe parts 
which Kniggc looked upori as a maftcr-piece of poli- 
Iks.* So replete with ; artifice did he think it, that he 
deemed St a pity to ch cuinfcribc tfoe knowledge of it 
to the' Prdvkicitels alone. The reader has feed what 
life the lias made of xhem, thoroughly perfoaded that 
the Regents in gchefal, and particularly the Local Su- 
periors, could greatly benefit the Order by attending 
tbcbem. The Areopagites and General confented to 
thefc new difpofitions ; but the following part of thid 
chapter remained appropriated to the Provincials. 

• f*X The Provincial flail make himfelf perfedl mat 
ted of the wliole xonftitution of the Ordor.-- The lyfc 
teat of it fbould be a9 familiar to him as if he had 
invented it.” 

U :U . As a guide (for! all Ms addons, he (hall adoot 
die whole government and the Inftru&ions already 
laid down for the Regents and Local Superiors, not 
neglecting a Tingle rule.” 

u < III. The Provincial Tball be chofen by the Regents 
of his Province, and be confirmed by the National Su- 
peribr * . . . .+ The high Superiors (the Areopage 
and General) have the power x>i depofing him.* 

“ IV. He lhall be a native of, or at lead be tho- 
roughly acquainted, with the province under his in- 

“ V. He fhall be engaged as little as pofllble in 

• Sec his kft OMervations. 

f There is an omiHion in the copy from which thefr ruki hare been 
printed, which makes part of this article unintelligible. 
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public concerns, or in any other enterprize, that tc 
may devote all his time to the Order.” 

“ VL He J ball ajfimtc the cborafier of a man retired, 
frotn the world, arid who only feeks reft.™ 

“ VII. He. flialj fix his reticence 4s pearly is pofli* 
ble in the centre of his province, the better to watch 
over the different diftrifts.” 

' * VIII; On his beitig named Pro^jneiid, fie QfaJ! 
'cave bis former chara&riftic, and aflame that ivfiiAl 
the high Superiors fhall give hitm*-Thc fame Supo 
Mors will fend him. the jmprrifion 6i the fitaLhc is to 
bear, and heWill wear it engraved an haf tdng.^ 

* * IX. Tbd archives of the province, which the Re* 
gents will hav^ taken care tt> fedl up and carry away 
on the demifo of his jrcdecdTor, areto.be enfrufted 
to turn on his nomination.^ - V 

“ Xi The ProMdciai will .toanthly^tranfinit the 
AeraJ report \of .her province to the National Infipc&iir 
immediately ovtr.bim. As he him&tf only 'receives 
the reports of the Locol Superior* a fortnight after 
the month is up, he will pecefiarily be always a month 
behhxhhand, mafeihg, for example, the deport pf Msf 
about the end of June, and fo om This report wifi 
be fubdivided into as many parts as .be has Prefcfts 
under his infpedtioo. He wiU careftdiy note tmj 
thing of copfeqtfeace that has happened in any of the 
Ichools or lodges : al& the names, ages* country, ftm 
fion in life, ana the dace of tb clever lal letters, bf each 
new adept j the high fuperiors wifliing to have no for* 
ther information concerning the new adepts until the* 
come to the dais of ftegeot, ualefe on fome partacuhuf 
Occafion .* ; . 

“ XI. Befides this monthly report, -he is to apply to 
Ac National Superior in aB extraordinary cafes which 
are not left to his decifion. He is aHo to fend in his 
pprlonai tablets every three months ; and he will tin* 
dertake no political enter priz£ without 'having firft 
eonfuked.” 

u XII* He has oothipg to do with the other Provin* 
cials. Let things go on well or ill in a neighbouring 
province, it is no bufmeia of his* If he whiles to a(k 
any thing of the other Provincials, let him apply to the 
National Infpe&or* ,? 
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* XIII. If be has any complaint to make againft the 
IhfpeCtor, he will direCt his letter SoU or Primo” 

“ XIV. All the Regents of the province are his 
counfellors ; they are to fecond and help him in all his 
cnterprizcs. If it be convenient to him, he (hotild 
have two of them near his perfon, to ferve him as 
fccretarics.” 

4t XV. He confirms the nominations of all the Su-. 
oeriors of the inferior degrees. lie alfo names the 
Prefects, but they muft be approved by the Director, 
who can refufe his fanCtion.” 

44 XVI. He has a right to fend the brethren nvbo are 
petifiofied by the Order, and to employ them in thofe 
parts of the province where he may think them molt 
ufefcl* 

“ XVn. and XVIII. He tranfrnits the charaCteriftici 
of the brethren and geographical names of the lodges 
to the Prefects, as he receives them from the high Su- 
pe^io^s. ,, 

“ XIX. He is alfo to fend the names of the excluded 
brethren, that an exaCi lift may be preferved in all the 
aflemblies* 

44 XX. When he has any reprimand to make to a 
Brother, whom it may be dangerous to offend, he will 
afllimc an unknown hand, and the fignature of Bajyle. 
Thi#name, which no Member of the Order bears, is 
peculiarly preferved for that objeCt. 

a XXI. He will fometimes write to the Inferior de- 
grees ; and on the propofition of the Epopts he will 
decide what books are to be put into the hands of the 
young adepts according to the degrees they are in.— 
He is as much as pbflible to promote libraries, cabinets 
of natural philofophy, Mufceums , collections of manu- 
feripts, &c. in the moft convenient parts of his Pro- 
vince ; thefe, it may eafily be conceived, are only in- 
tended for the adepts. 

" XXII. The Provincial opens the letters of the 
Minor and Major llluminees which are directed Soli. 
He alfo reads the £>uil>ns Licets of the Epopts and 
Primos of the Novices ; but can neither open the Pri- 
mo of the Minerval, the SoU of the Knight, nor the 
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Qu'tbiu Licet of the Regent.** lThi$ gradual power 
of opening the Tetters ofi the Brethren according to the 
degree they belong to, plainly Indicates that fbrae 
mark peculiar to each degree is made tife of ; blit I 
liave not been abfe to difeover that mark* The read- 
er will have obferved, that all the letter^, even the 
Quibus Licet s } are opened by Brethren of a higher 
degree than that of the adept who Writes 5 and confe- 
<}uentiy he never can know who it is that anfWers him, 
as the rules of this Hierarchy ate only made known to 
the Brethren in proportion as they rife in dignity. 
Ilie Provincial himfelf can only form a conjefture as 
to the perfons who operi his fetters and thofe of the 
Other Brethren which he is hot permitted to open 
himfelf. 

a XXIII. He fhall raife no Brother to the degree of 
Regent, without having firft obtained the cornent of 
the National Infpedtor. 

, “ XXIV. He is to inform the Dean of the branch of 
feience which each new adept has made choice of on 
life admiffion into the Minerval Acadetny. 

u XXV. Left any of the Archives fhould be niillaid, 
he Will take care to form but one bundle of all the 
tablets, reverfal letters, and other documents relating 
to the fame adept. 

" XXVI. tife Will apply himfelf to procure as Many 
co-operators as poflibic for the Order, in the fcietttific 
branches. 

u XXVlt. He will tranfmit to the Dennis all remark- 
able treatifes or difeburfes, and every thing relative to 
the degree of fcpopt ; for example, the lives hiftorical 
or character iftic, diftertations, &c. 

“ XXVIII. If among the Epopts any mert be found 
endowed with great talents, but little fitted for the 
political government of the Order, the Provincial mu ft 
devife means of removing them from fuch funftions. 

“ XXIX. When the Chapters of the Scotch Knights 
are conlpofed of more than twelve Knights, he will 
raife the ableft among them to the degree of Epopt. 

“ XXX. In each Chapter he will have a confiden- 
tial Epopt, who will be his fecret cenfor or fpy. 

* This article is extra&ed from the inftru&ions for the Prefed ; blit, 

being dirc&iy addrefTcd to the Provincial, I have placed it here. 
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. * X3G£L The Provinc^l wi 11 receive his letters 
patent from the National Superior— When he iflues 
thofe for the Chapters qf the Scotch Knights, he will 
pi^ke ufe of the following formula : “ We of the 
^ Orand IfPdge of the Germanic Ofr ient, constituted 
** Provincial $nd Mafler of the diftritf of N N ? make 
a known that by tlieife prefents we give to the ven^ra- 
“ ble Brother (here is the charafteriftjc and true name 
u of the new Venerable or Mafler) full powers to 
“ ereft a fecrej Chafer of the mojt holy Scotch M**- 
f* fonry, and to propagate this Royal Art conformably 
** Jo his inftru&ions by the fftabliffiment of new Ma T 
ff fonic Lodges of the three fymbolic degrees-— Given 
“ at the piredfory of the Diflrift— 

(L. §.) Secret Provincial 

pr the Directory. 

4t JVitboyt any further fignaturc. 

iC XXXHI. Tp fay every thing in a few word*, 
the Provincial has the fpecial charge of putting his 
province in a proper fituation for attempting every 
thing for the general good, and for preventing all evil, 
r ~Happy the Jtate where our Order mall have acquired 
facb power / Nor will it prove a difficult tafk for tlie 
Provincial who (hall implicitly follow the inftruftions 
of his high Superiors—Seconded by fo many able men 
deeply verfed in moral fciences , fubmiffivc and .fecretly 
labouring like himfelf, there can be no noble enter* 
prize which he may not undertake, nor evil defign 
which he cannot avert— Therefore let there be no 
connivance at faults 5 no Nepotifm , no private piques 5 
no views but for the general good 5 no objeft, no mo* 
tives but thofe of the Order. " And let the Brethren 
“ rely upon us, that we fhall never create any Pro- 
u vincials but fuch as are capable of fulfilling thefe du- 
“ ties ; but let it be djo remembered , that we referee 
" in our hands all the means necejfary for ckajtifmg the 
“ man who fhould prefume to abufe the power he has 
" received from us.™* 

“ XXXIV. Tills power muft never be employed 
but for the good of the Brethren. We fhould indeed 

• See the Inilrudion D for the degree of Rcgenju 

YoU IH. Hh; 
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help all whom we can help ; but when the circumflan- 
ces are fimilar, the members of our fociety are always 
to have the preference — Particularly as to thofe whofc 
fidelity is proof againft all the powers of feduftion. 
In their fupport let us be prodigal of our toils, our 
money, our honour , our goods, even our blood ; and. 
let the leaf affront offered to any lUutntnee be the gene- 
ral caufi of the Order” 

Thus terminate the inftru&ions for the Provincial. 
They forewarn us of the exiftcnce of a moft tremen- 
dous power above him whence all the authority of the 
Order emanates ; a power which referves to itfelf the 
means of chaftiling whoever {hall abufe that portion 
which it has entrulted to any of its adepts ; that is to 
fay, Who fliall not have made it fubfervient to the 
grand objeft and to all the plots of the Scft— ' There 
are, in faft, three offices in the Hicrarchal Order of 
Superiors above the Provincial* Firft, the National 
Direfiors , then the Supreme Council called the Areopa - 
gites by the Seft, the authority of which extends over 
the Illuminees of all nations ; and that is prefided 
over by the General of. the Order . The following 
Chapter will give every light on thefe fupreme Magil^ 
trates of Illuminifm which the known Archives of the 
S eft can refleft. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Of the National Diredors , 0/ the Areopagitcs, and of 
the General of llluminifm . 

I N the general plan of the Government of the Illu- 
minees it is laid, that every Brother Ihall receive 
particular inftruftions according to the rank he holds 
in the Hierarchy of the Order : Yet I have never been 
able to difeover thofe intended for the ufe of the Na- 
tional Directors. This part of the Code is not to be 
found either in the two volumes fo often quoted of 
the Original Writings , or in that of Philo and Sparta- 
cus which has thrown fo much light on the myfteries. 
It does not appear, that any of the German writers 
who have been the beft informed on, and the moll 
ftrenuous opponents of, llluminifm have ever been 
able to difeover them. For fome time I even enter- 
tained doubts whether the Superiors called National 
Dire dors, and thofe ftyled Infpedors, were not of the 
fame degree in the Hierarchy of the Scft.— They were 
certainly diftinA employments in the year 17825 for 
Weifhaupt’s letters at that period mention Germany as 
divided into three infpedions , each Infpedor having fe- 
veral Provincials fubordinate to him.* But, on the other 
fide, the general account which the Order puts into 
the hands of its Regents, and the laft works of Philo 
printed in 1788, mention no intermediate office be- 
tween the Provincials and the Nationals , which latter 
are fometimes deferibed as National Superiors, at others 
as National Infpedors . Their correfpondence and fub- 
ordination is direft from the Supreme Council, f It is 
therefore evident, that in the laft digeft of the Code 
the two offices of National Infpedor and Diredor were 
united. But in vain would the SeA conceal the in- 
ftruAions which it has appropriated to the funAions of 
tbefe National Superiors. The denomination alone 
teftifies the importance which attaches to their office ; 
and if the precifc nature of their duties be wanting, 

f Original Writings, VoL II. Let 15, to Cato, 
t Directions, Syfkm No. 5, and Philo’s Endlichc crklanmg, page 8x« 
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it is eafy to fupply the deficiency, by what has already 
efcaped the vigilance of the Sea in die foregoing parts 
of the Code. 

Let the reader recal to his mind what has been laid 
in the Chapter on the Epopts , of the fyftems which 
they were to form in order to fei?£ on the empire of 
the Sciences and dired. them all towards the accom- 
pli (h men t of the plots of the Sell. In the fame de- 
gree we have feen them annually aflembling in eacfc 
province, and compiling from their partial attacks 
every means that their inventions cppld furmlh, infcjir 
fibly to enflave the public opinion, and to eradicate 
from the minds of the people what the Seft is pkaftd 
to call religious prejudices. We have feen the daft 
of the Regents more particularly occupied in fcpping 
the foundations of the throne, and in deftrpying that 
veneration m .which nations held the per Ions and 
functions of their Sovereigns— Nay, there a par- 

ticular law framed for the Epopts which has not yet 
been cited, and which muft here be introduced. It is 
to be found in the Second Volume of the Original Wri* 
tings, fecotid Seflion, iutitled— Articles agreed upon by 
ifse Areopagites in Adarmeth 1151 (A. D. December 
1781)— There, under the article Hiqa Mysteries, I 
read, * If among our Epopts any fpecuUitive geniufes 
u are to be found, they mall be admitted to the de- 
44 gree of Magc.-J Thefe adepts (hall be employed in 
46 colleftmg and digefting all the grand philofophical 
** fyftems, and will invent or compile for the people a 
* lyftem of religion which our Order means as loon 
u as poffible to give to the univerfe.”* 

I do not forget that I am to treat of the National 
Dircttors ; but am fomewhat afraid that my reader^ 
may adduce this plan for giving a new religion to the 
whole univerfe, as invalidating their plot toe the de- 
finition of every religion. Let filch readers, hpwe-* 
ver, refled on the religion which Weilhaupt has him- 
fclf laid down for his Mages . It is the ranked Spino «. 
fifm, admitting of no God but the world itfelf; that is 

• So werden die felben Magi — Diefe frmmeln und bringen die ha- 
bere philofophifchc fyftemc in ordnung, und bearbeiten cin vvtL-relig':on x 

weiche dcr Orden dcmnjchften der welt geben wilL— -In the original, 
which is in Cato Zwack’s hand-writing, the words wttfgciig** are in 
ryplier thus 20, 44, 2, 3, *8— *7* 8, 2, 4, 6, 4, 14, 13. 
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to fe/, abTOlutfe Athcifrrt. Let them alfo remeihbOi*) Chat 
one of thfe latt fecrets of the Grand Myftcries, is to 
reveal to the adepts that all religions are grounded ort 
and ire the invention of impbfiure. Nor is it by any 
means difficult to account'for theft two fchetoes bf the 
S0&, the One for the creation of d iiew religion, the 
dthet for tHO deftruftion Of all. TheFe plans are to 
Be fticcefllve in their operations. Sentimertts of Reli- 
gion are too deeply engraven in the minds of the peo* 
pie for Weiftiaupt to flatter himfeff with fiiddenly 
eradicating it, or at lead without fubftituting fume 
Capricious and fdphifticated faith, which in reality 
\frould no more tonftirute a religion than the Worjhip 
of Reafon, of tfhhch the French Revolution has given 
Os ah impurfe tflay. The religion, therefore, to be 
itivented by the Mages of tlluminifni is no more than 
a preparatory ftep that Uiould deftroy the religion of 
Chrift throughout the univerfe. This advantage gain- 
ed, it will remain no very difficult talk to open the 
eyes of the whole ^orM on the inanity and impofture 
Of their bwrt ; atid thus it will have lerved as a fcat 
fblding which naturally difappears with the edifice that 
is to Be pulled down. This religioh to be invented 
may be cohlldered as on a parallel with tbofe new 
governments, thofe democracies, wliich are to amufe 
mfe people until the period (hall come when their illu- 
miniring Equality and Liberty (hall have taught them, 
that cam one is efientially his own fovCrCigit, that this 
foveteighty is an imprescriptible right inherent in each 
m ah, in direct oppoution to democracy, and even to all 
property or focial compaft. 

Such is the general tenour of die fyftems to be in- 
vented and profecuted by the Seft, for attaining the 
gratfd objerf Of thfcfe conspirators. All the adepts 
which the Seft comprifes under the denomination of 
fpeculative getiiufes are perpetually labouring at thefe 
fyftems under the direftion of the Provincials, But 
they are not the perfons who complete the plarts; 
they are only to pfefent the firft fketeb, which each 
Provincial is obliged to tranfmit to the Nation d DU 
reftory 9 there to undergo a further inveftigation and 
receive its final polifh.* One of the firft duties, there- 

• Inftru&ions for the degree of Epopt, Not. i% and 14 • 
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fore, of the National Direfior will be, to colled all 
thefe anti-religious and anti-facial lyftems, to pafs judg- 
ment on them, and to declare how far they can contri- 
bute towards the universal diforganization. But even 
thefe could not alone fuffice for fo great a work; 
they are fiirrounded by the Eled of the nation as the 
Provincial is by the Chofen of the provinces. This 
council of the Ele<ft, after mature deliberation, declare 
which are the fyftems that are worthy of being adopt- 
ed by the Order ; and they will make all the additions 
and corrections that they may conceive conducive to the 
fuccefs of the general plan. Thus corrected and di- 
gefted, thefe fyftems of impiety and diforganization 
are depofited in the archives of the Dire&or, which 
now become nationals It is to thefe that the Provin- 
cials have recourfe in all their doubts, and hence flow 
all thofe lights which are to expand themfelves 
throughout the nation : it is hence alfo that the Na- 
tional Dire&or f will take all the new regulations 
which he may jndge neceflary for the better combina- 
tion and concordance of the efforts of the National 
Brethren.— But the SeCl does not ednfine its views to 
one nation. It has formed within itfelf a fupreme 
tribunal, which has fubje&ed all nations to its inquifi- 
don. Compofed of twelve Peers of the Order,* it is 
prefided over by the General ; and, under the name of 
Areopagites, it becomes the common centre of com- 
munication from the adepts of all nations, as the Na- 
tional is the centre of one, particular nation, the Pro- 
vincial of one province, the Local Superior of the 
lodges of his diftrift, the Minerval Majler of his aca- 
demy, the Venerable of his Mafonic lodge ; and, finally, 
as the Infmuator or Recruiter is of his novices or can- 
didates. Thus, from the firft ftep to the pinnacle of 
the Order, every thing is connected and gradually 
afeends by means of the £>uibus Licets , Solis and Pvt- 

J Defwegen kommen jarlich cin mal alle Prefbyter einer proving 
der groflen Synode zufammen, machen cin grotfes verzeichnifs der 
in diefem jahr gefammlten beylagen am die National Direction wo felbft 
es in die haupt katalog eingetragen, und damit cin fchatz von kennt- 
niflen formirt wird, woraus jeder befridizt werden kann : denn daraus 
werden die rcgel abflrahirt, und was nocn fehlt, weitere bcobachtungs 
aufgabcn, wie fchon ervahnt worden, aufgefchricbcn urn feile futze zm 
bekommen. Ibid. No. 15. 

* Philo’s Endlicbe erldaamg, Page 119. 
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•Mi.— Every thing that happens in each nation gradu* 
ally afeends to the National , and from thefe Directors 
^11 is tranfinitted to the centre of all nations, to the 
fupreme council of the Areopagites, ^ndithe General ia 
chief, the univerfal Diredor pf the Confpiracy. 

* The grand point, therefore, to be obferved in the 
code concerning the National Diredor is, his dired cor- 
refpondence with the Areopagites. It is evident from 
the terms exprefled in the general plan of the govern- 
ment which the Sed reveals to its Regents : “ In every 

nation there (hall be a National Diredor aifociated 
€t and in dired communication with our Fathers, the 
u firft of whom holds the helm of the Order This 
accounts for the injunction given to the Provincial, to 
make frequent and eXad returns to the National Di- 
rector of every thing that may take place in his pro- 
vince ; to have recourfe to him on all doubtful occa* 
Hons, or in cafes of efpedal importance ; and never to 
take any ftep In politics without having firft confulted 
him.f This explains why die choice of thofe adepts 
which are to be advanced to the political degree of 
jLegent, or to the Prefedfhips of aiftrids/f is left to 
the option of the National^ or even the nomination ot 
the Provincials.} This informs us why all the £>uibus 
Licets of the Regents are referved to the Diredor, 
that is to fay, that all the fecrets of their political di£ 
coveries may more certainly reach the hands of him 
who is to leave no fecret hidden from the Fathers of 
the Order. || 

Such then are the rights of, fuch the laws for the 
National Infpedor of IUuminifm 5 and fo great is the 
importance which the Sed attaches to this office. To 
him are forwarded all the fecrets of the brethren 
Fpread throughout the provinces, the Courts, or towns; 
to him are fent all the projeds, all the reports on the 
fucceffes gained by, or dangers impending over the 
Order ; on the progrefs of its plots j on employments, 
dignities, and power to be acquired for the adepts ; 
on the candidates to be rejeded> the enemies to be 
cru/hed, the councils and ftate offices of princes to be 
feized. To him, in fhort, are reported all the means 

• Dirc&ions Syfiem, No. 4* f Ibid. No. 10 and XI. 

f Ibid? No. 15 ana 13. § Ibid. No. 9. U Ibid. No. 29 * 

Vol. HI. I i 
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which cktl retard 6t accelerate the fall of the Altai 1 
and of empires, the dilorganixation of every church 
and (late within his infpeftion.-^It is by means of his 
direft correfpondence, and that of his Co-natiohah* 
that the difeoverks of the Scrutators, the political 
platri of the brethren, the fpecul&tions of the plodding 
geniujes of the Order, the plans propofed and debated 
in the councils of Prince*, and every thing, in ftiort, 
which can weaken or ftrengthen the opinion of the 
people ; which is to be forefeen or hindered, to be an- 
ticipated or haftened in each town, court, or family, 
are concentrated, and fubje&ed to the views of the 
fopremc council of the Seft. Hence no fovereign, no 
minifttr of ftate, no father of a family, no man in the 
bonds of the molt intimate friend (hip, can fay, My (e- 
cret is my own, it has not, it will not come to the 
knowledge of the Areopagites. By means of thefe fame 
National Directors too, we behold all the orders of the 
Hltiminizing Peers gradually defending to the adept* 
Of all nations, of all provinces, academics, and lodges, 
whether Minerval or Mafonic - and immediately re- 
hfcending through thefe fame Nationals an e*aft ftate- 
ment to the Areopagites in what manner each com- 
mand has been executed. It is by the Nationals too, 
that the fupreme council is informed of the negligent 
brethren who need to be Simulated, of the tranfgref* 
fors and fttibborn adepts who deferve punifliment, and 
ftand in need of being reminded that they have fwom 
to ftibmit both their lives and fortunes to the commands 
of the high Superiors (the unknown Fathers) of the 
Areopagites. In vain would the Seft drive to conceal 
tine laws which the code lays down for thefe Infpeftors. 
After what the reader has already feen of the laws of 
the Order, he mull naturally conclude that fuch are 
evidently the myfterics comprehended in thofe words, 
There flail be in each empire a National Direftor ajfc * 
Hated or in direft correfpondence with the Fathers of the 
Order . 

With refpeft to the laws and interior economy of 
die councils, it is eafy to be conceived, that the Se6I 
has fucceeded in encompafling diem with impenetrable 
darknefs. Some few rays of light, however, have been 
call on it, and that by me Fathers themfelves. 

In- the firft place, we fee PiW/c-Knigge, in hh Apo- 
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kisj, fpeaking as follows oFtbefe fupreme magistrates 
of Jlluminifra : “ Their labours, with regard to the 
“ parts purely fpcculative, were to have in view the 
u knowledge and the tradition of all the important, _ v 
u holy, and fubtime dilcoveries to be made in the r<?rV 
% ligious myfteries mid in the higher philofophy. 
u Twelve Areopagites only are to compete this tri- 
“ bunal ; and one of them is to be the chief. When 
“ any one of the members dies, or retires, his fuccefl’or 
“ is cbofen from among the Regents."* This general 
idea given by Knigge, of the Supreme Council is in- 
deed myfterious ;--but he could fcarcely be expeAed 
to publijh more, knowing as he did the fate which 
awaits thofe wbo betray the fecrets of the SeA. lit: 
has, however, at lead laid enough to give us clearly 
to underftand, that all the religious and philofophical 
or rather impious and fophifticated fpeculations of the 
Epopts, perpetually perverting the iciences and ope- 
rating the extinAion of aU religious ideas, are concen- 
trated within the council of the Areopagites ; we have 
fcea them combining, digefting, approving, or rejeA- 
ipg thofe flans of a new religion .which the Mages are 
direAed to invent, and which the SeA means tncontU 
nentfy to give to the vsorli. 

In bis familiar correfpoBdeace, Spartecus fpeaks 
more openly and with greater latitude to bis beloved 
Cato. Therein k appears, that anti-religious fyftems. 
do not alone employ die meditations of the Fathers > 
Sec, loon after having mendoned the objcA of thofe 
Quibus Licets in which the young adepts were to give 
pn account of the prejudices they might have difeover- 
ei in themfclves, which of them predominated, and 
Bow far they had fucccedcd in deftroying them,. he 
proceeds to fay, “ It is by thefe means that I dhcover 
“ foch of our Order as have the proper difpofitions 
u for adopting certain Jpedal doAnucs, and more ele- 

* vated, on governments and religious opinions. ’'f 
He then continues : “ The maxims and politics of the 

* Order are completely explained in the end. Here, 

* Laft Obfcrratjons of Philo, Page 115* 

f A us diefen kann ich erfehen welchc geneigt find gewiffe fooderbajw 
feats lehren, weiicrs hinauf religious meynungen auzunchmcn, 

-Yol. HI.. I i \ 
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“ in the Supreme Council, they project and examine 
u the plans to be adopted for gradually enabling us 

* to attack the enemy of reafon and human nature 

* perfonnlly (auf den leib.) Here alfo the mode of 
“ introducing Inch plans into the Order is difeufled, 
“ and it is decided to which brethren they are to be 
" entrufted, and how far each one can be employed 

. M in their execution, in proportion to the infight given 
a to him. w | 

The reader is already too well acquainted with the 
maxims and policy of Illuminifm, not to join with me 
in faying, Here then is the grand object of this Su- 
preme Council of the Se<ft ! It is in that dark recefe 
that all thofe artifices are devifed for rendering the 
diforganizing fyftems of Liberty and Equality familiar 
to the illumihiring adepts 2 There is exaftly afeertain- 
ed the proportion which each clafs of the brethren 
can bear in this univerfal dettruftion of religion, em- 
pire, fociety, and property j there again is the day 
anxioufly fought and the means prepared, for here- 
after tlirowing off the mafk, and attacking perfondh 
the defenders of religion* laws, and property, as v> 
many enemies to reafon and humanity ; there concen- 
trate all the declarations, the reports, the plans of all 
the brethren difperfed throughout the umverfe, that 
the Se<ft may judge of its own ftrength, and compare 
it with that of the friends to the Altar and the Laws. 
>To fum up all, it is there that the artifices and means 
are determined on, and the merits and powers of the 
higher adepts are inveftigated prior to their being en- 
trufted with that part of the grand confpiracy to which 
their abilities are beft adapted. Let the reader re- 
member, that it is not a ftranger to the Seft who has 
thus defcribed the Areopage ; it is the grand legifla- 
tor of Illumipiirn himfelf. Can we any longer Itand 
in need of the regulations for this council i No 5 we 
well know what they muft be ; we know that impi- 
ety, and the mod confummate arts in fedu&ion and 

| Und am end folgt die totale einficht in die Politic and maximen 
deft Ordcns. In diefen obcrfl.cn Conpil % werden die proied entwoifen, 
wie den feinden der vcrmmft nnd Menfchlichkeit nach und nacli auf 
den leib z u gehen feye : Wie die fachc untcr den Ordens mitglicdem 
einxuleiten, wen es anzuvertauen ? Wie ein jeder a proportior.e feinef 
einficht kanne dazu gebraucht werden^— Writings, Lctifr f< 
Cato •Z t wack i IOtb JMarcby 1778. 
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{edition, arc to be their leading features ; we further 
know, that its members muff refemble Weifliaupt 
himfelf, before they can be permitted to fit with him 
in council. What other bond of union do they need, 
befides the machination of the moft hideous plots, the 
juft or unjuft means of forwarding the interefts of the 
Seft as much as circumftances will permit, and the 
enfuring of fuccefs by the blacked and moft profound 
‘artifices that depravity can invent ? The fertile genius 
of the legiflator, however, would not commit the fuc* 
cefs of the lead of his crimes to chance. He attempt- 
ed to lketch a code of laws for his Areopagites, and 
for any future Spartacus that might fucceea to him. 
The code contains but a J ketch of what he calls laws 
nrt interim . It is to be found in the ninth feftion of 
the firft volume of the Original Writings, and is ad- 
drefled to the Areopagites. Many other pafiages of 
his letters relate to the Tame objeft — I have tranfcribed 
the following articles:— 

“ The Areopagites {hall form the Supreme. Council 
{literally, the Supreme College.)— Their occupations 
lhall relate to affairs of the greateft importance, and 
they (hall pay little or no attention to filch as are lefs 
cflential.-- They may recruit , it is true (konncn fic zwar 
recroutiren ;) that is to fay, they’ may entice Candi- 
dates into the Order ; but they muft leave the care of 
their inftruftion to fome intelligent adept, from time 
to time they will vifit thefe Candidates, to infpife them 
with frefli ardour, to ftimulate their zeal— They will 
be particularly careful in feeing that the progress and 
method of our Illuminees is every where uniform— 
They will more particularly watch over Athens (Mu- 
nich, the principal Lodge after that of Ingoltladt, 
where Weifliaupt refided at the time he wrote thefe 
inftru&ions.) They will make no reports concerning 
that Lodge to any body but Spartacus. They will 
fend monthly a ftatement of all the principal events, a 
fort of Gazette ( Ein art von Zeitung,) to the Brethren 
(Con feii ;) that is to fay, to thofe only who are initia- 
ted in the laft fecrets. But (continues Weifliaupt) nota 
lenc r this Gazette as yet has been no more than our 
common journal ; the Confcii muft compofe one for 
the ufe of the Areopagites.— Thefe latter will labour 
qc projefir, ameliorations, and other objects of a lini\lav 




Digitized by Google 



THE AWTBOCm COJWIRACT. 


nature, whieh are tn be made known to the Confiil 
by circular letters. They are the people wbo are to 
bear a part of the weight of the general correfpond- 
ence — They are not allowed to open the letters of 
coinplaint (<lie litteras gravatoriaUs ;) that is to fay, 
thole containing any complaints againft them. Thcfe 
are to he tranfinitted to the general, to Spartacus, as 
a fure means of informing mm that they fulfil their 
duty. This inftrudlaon being only provifional, and rev 
Jating folely to the Areopage, (hall not be circulated ; 
but the council will take a copy and fend hack the 
Original to Spartacus.* 

“ The afieinbling of the eouncll is to be regulated 
according to the fcafts marked in the calendar of the 
Order. (Nacb dem cakndario IUuminatorum an Or- 
dens feften.) But this was foon found to be infufficicnt, 
and Wcifhaupt exhorts his Areopagkes to meet in their 
ienate cyery pod-day, and at the hour of the delivery 
of the letters." 

Sho^ as ( his (ketch of a Code for the Areopagites 
may feem, it clearly denotes the eflence of their rune- 
tions, and (hows how they arc to aft as a central point, 
for the whole Seft. A grand question was ftiU unde- 
cided when Spartacus rave tfaefe laws to the council j 
winch was nothing lets than, Whether Spartacus was 
to preferve a legiflative and fovereign power over the 
Members of this Council, fimilar to that authority 
which they were to exerdfe over the reft of the Or- 
der (—Great Ccmfpirators will feldom brook controul 
even by their fellows. They will be equal among 
ihemfelves and in their dens of confpiracy. Spartacus - 
Weilhanpt was naturally of a dcfpotic difpofition. fils. 
Areopagites for a long time complained of it.+ But 
he contended, that as founder; he had the indefr alible 
right of giving to the afTociation thofe laws and regu- 
lations which be judged neceflary for its perpetuation. 
He foon, indeed, repented of the deciljon he had 
given againft hiinfelf in favour of his Senate, “ That 
“ the plurality of votes fhould dictate die eternal laws 
u of the Seft" (Lex femper valitwa-\) Notwith- 

* Extra&s flora the InAru&ion to Cato,^Mariu«, a Scipio, 0 *V 
ghial Writings, VoJ, I. Se< 5 h ir. 

f letters of Philo to Cato andlaft Observations of Philo. 

f Letter of the 8th November, 177$. 
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ftandihg thefe complaints of the Areopagites, however* 
lie tyeedily found means of re*inftating himfelf in that 
authority, the privation of which only thwarted hi* 
artful conceptions, by fubjefting them to the opinions 
of perfotis kfs confummate in the confpiring arts than 
their matter. He foraetimes fubmks to the juftififca- 
tion of his condudl ; but that is the very moment in 
which the reader ftiould obferve him artfully fctiaim- 
itig all the rights and pretending to the exercife of 
unlimited defpotifm, though his cant appears to reject 
the very idea of it. Addreffing his opponents in die 
jfhape of his pupils, he recalls to their minds the mon- 
ftrous fervices he has rendered them in their youth* 
as fo many benefactions of the moft tender fricndlhip, 
and afks them “ of what they can in their confciences 
complain * When (fays he) did you ever obferve 
barrfmefs or haughtinefs in my conduct, with rdpeCt 
to you ? When did I ever aflume the tone of Matter? 
Is it not rather with an excefs of confidence, of good • 
nefs, of opennefs with my friends, that I may be re- 
proached ?*— When in this manner Weilhaupt has cap- 
tivated bis Areopagites, he comes to the point 
41 Read then (he fays) my letters over and over again* 

* You will therein perceive that the grand objc?t of 
u our Society is not a thing of fmall tonfequence for 

me; that I know how to view it, and treat it alfo, 
u in the moft ferious manner; that I have always 
44 aimed at the eftablifhment of order, fubmiflion, 
44 difripline, and activity, as the foie means that can 
u lead you to the grand objeft. In undertaking a 
44 work of fuch vaft importance, was I not obliged by 

* prayers, exhortations and advice, to maintain ana 
44 ftitiiulate the ardour of my firft, my deareft com* 
u panions, on whom every thing depended If I 
44 wifli to keep the fupreme direftton in my own hands, 
44 hear my reafons, which are moft certainly of great 
44 weight : 

44 In the firft place, I rmift neceflarily know with 
* 4 whom I have to deal, and muft be afeertained of 
44 the fidelity of our people ; and, to effcChiate this, 
44 I am not to receive reports from a fixth hand, or 
44 perhaps one ftHl more remote, on the execution of 
44 my plans, which have been approved of by the Elect 
44 ot our Myfteties . . . In the next place, am I not 
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a the Conjimftor of this grand Edifice ? Is there ilo 
** refped due to me ? ... . When my fyftem {hall be 
“ completed, will it not be neceflary for me to infpeft 
“ the whole and keep every man at his ftation ? It is 
“ a great and radical defed in a fociety, where a Su- 
“ perior is dependent on the Inferiors, as it has been 
u attempted to render me* 

u But, to Oipw you how much I value the friend- 
* Aiip of my former friends, above all the authority 
“ I may exercife over others, I renounce all my rights, 
“ all my authority. Accept my warmett acknow- 
u ledgments for all your paft labours and patience. I 
“ flatter myfelf they have been hurtful to nobody, and 
u that many have acquired from me lights on fecret 
u focieties which they Would not eafily have found 
“ elfewhere. The purity of my intentions is my con- 
u folation and my rctompenfe. From this inftant I 
“ betake myfelf to obfcuritv and repofe, where I fliaU 
“ not meet with zealous ana envious opponents. There 
“ I Avail be my own matter, and my own fubjed.”* 

The Illuminizing Defpot thus artfully pleaded hi* 
caufe. The Areopagites were impatient of his au- 
thority, but at tlie fame time felt the want of fo disor- 
ganizing a genius; and that they might not be de- 
prived of its co-operation they reproached the Legifla- 
tor with the extinction of his zeal— The fire, however. 
Was only hidden beneath the embers ; they once more 
fubinit to the yoke of their former chief, who, in- 
flamed with zeal, didates the conditions on which 
alone he will deign to place himfelf once more at 
their head. Every thing is worthy of being remarked 
in them. The haughty fpirit in which they arc con- 
ceived, the nature, objed, and extent of the power h t 
afliimes over the Supreme Council and Eled of the 
Order, are all worthy of our attentive notice. 

“ I begin (fays he) by telling you beforehand, that 
it may not any more be a fubjed of furprize, that I 
will be more levere than ever. I will not overlook a 
Angle fault, and fhall in that refped be much more 
ftrid towards perfons whom I know than towards 
thofc with Whom I am not fo familiar. My objed 
and views require it. And to whom would you have 

* Original Writings VoL !» S<&. 49* 
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to# addrefs rayfelf, i£ not to the ch^fs of the Order, 
Jlnce they alone are m diredl correspondence with me? 
That things may Succeed, it is neceflary that we fhould 
be actuated but by . one opinion, ; one Sentiment, and be 
acquainted but with one language ! And how can that 
he accompli ihed, if I cannot freely fpjeak my mind to 
our people ? j will then re-aflume my poft 6 f General 
ion the following conditions : 

" I. That you will execute neither more nor iefe 
u than what 1 fhall command* 1 fhaJlexpeft it in fy- 
“ ture ; at Ieaft, fhould any change be thought riecef- 
u fary, I am to receive previous notice of it. 

“ II. I expeft that every Saturday a proper report 
u fhall be fent to me of every thing that has taken place 
u during the week, and that it fhall be in tbe form of 
t( bJiuutej figned by all the El eft prefent. 

i€ TIL That 1 ' (hall be informed of all the Members 
u that have beeH recruited, or perfons that are to be 
“ recruited, with an outline of their chara&ers ; and 
u let feme particulars concerning them be added when 
€t they are admitted. . 

U VZ. That the flaxutes of the clafs in which you 
“ labour be pun&ually obferved, and tliat no difpenfa- 
tiqns be granted without previous inveftigation. For 
u fhpuld each one take upon. himfelf to make fuch 
11 changes as he pleafed, where would be the unity of 
“.the Order.—What I exa& from you, you fhall exaft 
* from tbofe that are fubjeft toyou* If there be no 
4< order and Subordination in, the higher ranks, there 
“ will be none in the lower.*’* 

It was on the 25th of May 1779, that Weifhaupt 
didated thefe laws to bis Areopage. A fifth condition 
Seems, to have made them merely provisional, and to 
have entrufted the. defpodc power in Weifhaupt’s 
hands only uptil the Order had acquired* a proper con- 
fiftency ; but he took care not again to lofe the newly- 
acquired Supremacy ; though the Areopagites (kill rc- 

S retted the lofs of their Anftocracy, and the being re- 
uced to be the mere agents or prime minifters of the 
Spartacus of the Order. But let us attend to that 
Spartacus, who has always reprefented the moft legitb 

• Original Writings, Vol. II. Letters 40 and 50. 

Vol. III. K k 
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mate authority as an outrage on human nature. Let 
us hear him invoking Machiavel in fupport of that 
Which lie wifhes to exercife dVer the Order. He 
pleads his own caufe with Zwack, who is aMb jealous 
of liis Rafter, by fliowing all the diforder it occa* 
‘iioned, by every body wifning to introduce his own 
Ideafc ihtb the : Order, and then quotes the following 
paflages from Machiavel : “ It muft lx laid down as a 

genera! rule, that it feldoM Or never happens that 
" any Government is either well-founded at firft, of 
^ thoroughly reformed afterwards, except the flan be 
“laid and coridufled by one man only, who has rile 
“ foie power of giving all orders and making all laws 
* that are neceiTary for its eftabliflimenr. A prudent 
"and vhtQoas Founder of a State, therefore, whofet 
“ chief aim is to promote the welfare of many rather 
" than to gratify his own ambition, to make provision. 
“ fof the good of his country, in preference to that of 
“ his heirs or Tucctffors, ought to endcavbur by all 
"means to get the ftipreme authority vjlxtly into his 
“ hands : nor will a reafbnable mail Over condemn him 
" fot* taking any nieafures (eventlie raoft extraordinary, 
" if they are neceflhry) for that purpofe v . The means 
“ indeed may feem culpable y but the end will jtiftify 
" him if it be tx good one for he orily is blam&rble 
" who ufes violenccTo throw things into confufiou And 
"diftra&ion; and not he who does it to eftablifli 
4k peace, and good order” After this long quotation 
which Weifhaupt has made from a French ttanfiation 
of Machiavel, Chap. IX. pijcourfe j upon the firft De- 
cad of Ltvy 9 he continues in a forrowful tone : "but I 
“ have not been able to obtain fo favourable a derifion. 
u The Brethren have viewed ^hat which is but a necef- 
" fary law in the* art of governing^ in the light’of ara- 
" bition and a third oF dominion."* In the midft of 
this contention for power, he felt himfelf fo fuperior in 
the art of governing confpiring affociations at lealt, 
that he did not hefitate at writing to his Areopagites, 
As to politics and morality. Gentlemen , you mujt confefs 
that you are as yet at a great difiance behind me . f He 
at length fncceeded in perfuaditig them, that it was 
necdlliry that the General of the Order (hould alfo, as 

* Original Writings, VoL II.. Let. 2, to Cato. 

t Ibid. Let. to. 
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proficient, of the Areopagites bolding the helm of the. 
Order , be the abfolute drrcftor.f 

. Weiihaupt, who left nothing relating to the difbr- 
ganizong arts in an imjperfed date, mod, nq doubt, 
Have compofed inftrudions to guide his fucccflors in 
the e^errile of their fupremacy, and to teach them 
how to make the lame ufe of it which he intended* 
But the reader will ealily conceive, that tliefe never 
fcould have efcaped the vigilance of the Sed, nor 
pierced the dark cloud with which it had enveloped it- 
iielf. It may even be pollible that Weifhaupt had not fuf- 
fkieut confidence in his Areopagites to entrufl them 
with the entire plan* Throughout the whole, hierar- 
chy of Illuminifin the lower degree is entirety ignorant 
of the particular inftrudions of the fuperior degrees ; 
and why (hould not Weifhaupt, who wifhed to per- 
petuate his diforganizing genius In all the focccecfkig 
Generals, have followed die lame plan? He undoubt- 
edly dictated la,ws and rules for tneir condud, gave 
tbqm rights which were to maintain both themfelves 
and their Areopagites in their hicrarchal fuperiorky, 
and fecond diem in the purfuit of their grand objed ; 
and the& were entitled Inftrudions for the General of 
the Illuminees. No biftorian can flatter hiinfetf with 
the difeovery of fuch a code of artifice and cunning ; 
the raoft unrelenting wickednefs and bypocrify had in- 
vented it ; and. genius alone cannot pretend to div$ 
into fuch Tecrets. The hiftorian can only pretend tq 
colled thqfe articles which are to be found in Wci(- 
haupt** familiar correfpondeoce, or in other parts of 
the code or writings of the Sed, Were wc to throw 
this; compilation into the form of inftrudions, the fot 
lowing might be nearly the refult of our refearch. ’ , 

I. The General fhall be cliofen by the twelve Peers 
of the Areopage, on the plurality of votes.* 

II. The Areopagites can only eled one of the mem- 
bers of their fenate for General ; fein am faker milte 
gciL'abltes oberhaupt ;)\ that is to fay, a man \vho has 
Jufnciently diftinguifhed himfelf among the Regents 
to be admitted among the twelve fuprecne adepts of 
Ittutninifm, and who has afterwards made himfelf fi> 

t General Plan of the Order, No. 5. 

• Laft Obl'crvations of Philo, Page 119. f IhiA 

Yol. III. K k a 
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eminent in their council, that he is judged to be the 
firft Illuminee in the world. ' ~ r 

III. The adept is fuppofed to poffefs qualities re- 
quifite for a General in confequence of thofc he may 
have evinced before he was called to the Supreme 
Council. As he is to prefide over the whole Orders 
he mud (morfe than any body elfe) be imprefled with 
the principles of the founder, ana be divefted of all 
religious, political, or national prejudices. The grand 
objeft of the Order inuft be more particularly incul- 
cated into him* namely, that of teaching the whole 
univerfe to fet afide all government, laws, and ahar9 ; 
and he muft perpetually attend to the grand }ntereft* 
of human, nature. Jlis zeal is to be fthnulated at the 
fight of every man who is fubjeited tb any authority; 
It is to reinftate the inhabitants of the earth in their 
original Liberty and Equality that be is conftituted 
General of all the Illuminees that arc or will be fpread 
over the world during his reign, all labouring at 
the accomplifliment of rite grand revolution or the 
Man-Kitig.% 

IV. The General (hall have immediately under bin\ 
the twelve Peers of the Supreme Council, and the va- 
rious agents and fecretaries which he (hall judge uecef- 
fary to fecond him in the exercife of his fun&iohs.f 

V. The better to fecure himfelf from the notice of 
the civil and ccclefiiiftical powers* he may aflnmey af- 
ter the example of the founder, fome public office 
tinder the very Powers the annihilation of which is to 
be his foie objeft. But he will be only known to tbb 
Areopagites and to his agents and fecretaries in his 
quality of General.* The better to conceal the fefi T 
deuce of the General, the town where he has fixed 
will have three names. The common name known 
to all ; the geographical one peculiar to the Order ; 
dnd a third known only to the Areopagites and the 
Confcii or Eleil.f 

VI. Our fuccefs greatly depending on the moral 
conduit of the Areopagites, the General will pay par^ 
ticular attention to prevent all public fcandals which 
might liurfr the reputation of the Order. He wiH re* 


i § SC3 above. 

t Orif: P aflh "' « *** 
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pfcTcnt to them in the ftrongeft colours, how much bad 
example will contribute to alienate from the Order the 
minds of perfons who might otherwife prove its raoft 
tifeful members.^ 

VII. The better to preferve that refpeft which vir- 
tue commands from inferiors, the General will affume 
the charafter of auftere morals. That he may always 
have the grand object prefent to his mind, and be 
wholly occupied with the duties he has to fulfil ; let 
him never lofe fight of that great maxim fo frequently 
inculcated in his letters by the founder, as the leading 
feature to which fie owed all his fuccefles. Multum 
fudavit et alfit, alftinuit vertere et vino . He neither fear - 
ed heat nor cold ; he- abfiained from wine and women , 
that he might always be mafter of his fccret, always 
be' mafter of himfelf, and prepared for all exigencies 
where the interefts of the Order might require it.* 

VIII. The General (hall be the central point for the 
Areopagites, as the latter are for the whole body 6 ( Illu- 
minees. That i$ to fay, each Areopagite bolding cor- 
refpondence with the National Infpeftors is to make a 
report of all the Qtiibus Licets fent, and of all the fe- 
crets difeovered by the correfponding Infpeftor ; the 
fecrets thus flowing from all parts will ultimately fettle 
under the eye of the General.f 

IX. The ftin<ftions of the General, and the fuccefs of 
**his difpofitions, greatly depending on the information 

he receives by means of this correfpondence, tffe will 
diftribute it among his Areopagites, afligning to each 
that of a particu^r nation whofe Infpeftor is to tranf- 
mit all his reports to him.}: 

X. Hie principal heads of this correfpondence dial! 
be— i ft, The number of the brethren in general, that 
the force of the Seft may be afeertained in each nation, 
r- idly, Thofe brethren who diftinguifh themfelves th^ 
moft by their zeal and intelligence.— 3<Jly, Thofe adepts 
who hold important offices about the Court, in the 
Church, Armies, or Magiftracy : alfo what kinds of 
fervices might be expected from or preferibed to them 
in the grand revolution which our Order was pre- 
paring for human nature.— 4thly, The general pro- 

5 Ik Vol. II. Let. 9 wd io. * Ibid. VoL L Let. 16. &c. 

f Vide fupra. J Ibid. Vol. II. Let. 6 , 13* &c* 
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Jrrefs' which oiir maxims and Our doftrine were mak- 
ing in the public opinion ; bow far nations were pre- 
pared for the grand revolution ; what ftrengtb and 
means of defence (till remained in the hands of the 
civil arid ecclefiaftical powers? what perfons were to 
be placed or difplaced ; what engines were to be play* 
ed off, to baften and fecure the foccefs of our revolu- 
tion ; and the means ncceflary to bind the hands of 
thofe who migbt refill.* 

XI. If from this correfpondence he fhould judge it 
ncceflary to difmifs any of the brethren from the Or- 
der, (and all the rights recognized by the adepts as in- 
herent in the Order, particularly that of Life and Death 
being in the hands of the General) he will have to de- 
cide what further punishment is to follow the eje£L 
ment : whether the culprit is to be declared infamous 
throughout all the lodges of the Order, or whether th* 
pain of death is to be pronounced againft him.f 

XII. The General, after having chaftifed the impru- 
dent, cowardly, and treacherous adepts, will turn his 
attention towards the difcovery of thofe brethren whQ 
may be beft fitted for feconding his views in each em- 
pire. Without making hirafelf known to them, b$ 
will eftablifl) a line of communication between then*. 
He will himfelf prepare the links of this immenfe 
chain after the manner laid down by our founder as 
the grand means of governing, from hi& myftcriou* 
centre, all the diverging ramifications of the Seft 
the extremities of the earth ; as a means of vivifying 
invifible armies in an inftant, of putting them in mo* 
tion, of directing their courfe, and of irretrievably 
executing the mod aftonUbing revolutions, even be- 
fore the very Potentates whole thrones are overturned 
have had time to furmife their danger. 

# XIII. The nfe of the chain is obvious and eafy. To 
touch the firft link is all that is required. A (ingle 
ftroke of a pen is the grand ipriug that imparts mo- 
tion to the whole. But the fucceft depends on the 
choice of the time. In his hidden abode the General 
(hall meditate the means, and catch the propitious 
moment. The (ignal of univerfal revolution (bail not 

# See the differed, degrees and the views with which the 
Lie As and tablets, Ac. Ac. are written. 

t Orig. Writ. VoJ. II. Let. 8, ct lupra. Oath of the Novice. 
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be given tHl a time when the combined force and in- 
ftatftaneous efforts of the brethren (hall be irrefiftible. 

The illuminizing General who (hall have managed 
this chain with the gfeateft art, who fhali have fpread 
it both far and near, who fhali have imparted to it a 
fuf&cicnt power of a£Ecm to bear away and overturn 
fit a, Angle effort every throne and every akar, all po- 
litical and religious inftitutions, and mall ftrew the 
earth with the ruins of empires— He will be the creator 
of fheMan-King, foie king, foie Jovereign of his aftions 
as of his thoughts. To that General is referved the 
glory of confummating the grand revolution which has 
1o Jong been the ultimate objeft of our myfteries, . 

Whatever proofs I may have adduced, that muft na* 
tnrally lead my readers to fuch a condition, it may 
neverthelefs be an objetff of furprife to them to fee 
that Weilhaupt had re&lly planned this long chain of 
fubterraneous commbnic&tions, by which himfelf and 
bis fycceflors were empowered invittbly to aftuatc 
thoufands of legions, Avhidi inftantaneoufly, on a day 
prdcribed, might brtrft iufto exiftence armed with 
pikes and torches, and all the horrid implements oF 
Nuiverfal revolution. Let my readers then call their 
eyes on this (tries of progreffion, which Weiihaupt has 
with his own hand traced in his letters lirft to Cato* 
Zwack and afterwards to OZ/wr-Bader. The expla- 
nations arc his own, and let them be particularly at- 
tended to. 

* "For rhe prefent, direft nobody to me but Cortez^ 
^that 1 may have fome leifure to digeft my fpecula- 
u tions, and determine each one's place; for- every 
"thing depends on that. My operations with' you 
" ihall be directed by the following table : 
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*' Immediately under me I have two adepts, into 
“ whom I inftile my whole fpirit \ each of thele cor- 
“ refponds with two others, and fo on. By this me- 
“ thod and in the limpleft way poffible, I can inflame 
“ and put in motion thoufands of men at once. It is 
“ by filch means that orders are to be tranfmitted and 
“ political operations carried on. # 

A few days after he writes to C<r^i/.r-Bader, and tells 
him, u I have fent to Cato a table (fchema) ihowing 
“ how one may methodically and without much trouble 
“ arrange a great multitude of men in the fineft order 
“ Poffible* He will probably have fhown it to you if 
“ he has not, a(k for it. Here is the figure (then fol- 
lows the figure*) 

“ The fpirit of the firft. of the mod ardent, of the 
mod profound adept daily and incelFantly communi- 
cates itfelf to the two A, A 5 by the one to B, B j by 
u the other to C, C : BB and C C communicate it to 
“ the eight following ; thele to the next fixteen, from 
* (i thence to the thirty-two and fo downwards. I have 
“ written a long explanation of it all to Cato. In a 
lt . word, every man has hit Aide-Major , by whofe means- 
“ he immediately ads on all the others. 7 he whole force 
0 firjt ijfues from the centre and then flows back again, 

“ to it. Each one fubje&s, a-s it were, to his own, per,- 
“ fon, two men whom he f arches to the bottom , whom 

# I here feel it incumbent on me to infert the origin«d 
text, to (how that I do not exaggerate Weiftiaupt’s meaning* 
The following are the terms in which he writes to Cato 
u An raich felbft aber verveifen fie dermalen noch keinen un- 
•* mittelbar als den Cortex , bis ich fchreibe, damit ich in* 

%l deffen fpcculiren, und die Ieute gefehiekt rangieren kann ; 

€i den davon hangt alles ab. Ich werde in diefer figur rait 
“ ihnen operiren.” (Here fiands the figure already inferted 
above : The Letters ABC allude to the explanation given in the 
Letter to Celfut.) “ Ich habe zwey unmittelbar enter mir wel- 
“ chen ich meinen ganzen geift einhauche, und von diefen 
** zweyen hat wieder jeder zwey andere, und fo fort. Aof 
“ diefe art kann ich auf die einfachfle art taufend menfeben 
4 ‘ in bewegung und flammen fetzen. Auf eben diefa art * 
“ mufs man die ordres ertbeilen, und im politifehen opieren.” 
Original Writings , Vol. II. Let. 8. to Cato 9 of the 1 6th Feb- 
ruary 1782. It may be remarked that Weifhaapt’s ftile is 
none of the pure#. 
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* be obferoes , riifpofes, inflames and drills, as it were, 
“like recruits, that they may hereafter exercife and 
“ fire with the whole regiment. The fame plan may 
44 be followed throughout all the degrees.”! 

. Tliis is not a document which, like many others, 
flowed unintentionally fron\ Weifhaupt’s pen, and 
which he left his difciples to colled, in order to form 
the political Code — Give me leifure to digeji my /pecu- 
lations, and to determine each one's place— It is by fucb 
means that orders are to be tranfmitted , and political 
operations carried on. Thefe words evidently demon- 
ftrate, that it is not a provifional law which he is about 
to pronounce, but a premeditated one, that is to laft 
till that fatal period when whole kgions, fired with his 
fpirit, are to be led to that terrible exercife for which 
he had fo long been drilling them ; that time fo ex- 
prefsly foretold by Weifhaupt and his Hierophants, 

f The original text of this letter is to be found in the 
Original Letters, Vol. 11 . Let. 13, to Ctlfiu without any 
date. It is as follows : “ Ich habe an Cato cin fchema gef- 
44 chickt, wie man planmaffig eioe grade menge menfehen in 
“ der fchonden oidnung . . • abriebten kann. . . £5 id diefe 
44 forme.” 

44 Der gei$ des erden, warm den, und einfichtfvolleden 
44 comma nicirt fich unaufhbrlicb und taglich an A A— A a a 
“ B B : und das andere an C C — B B , und C C communi- 
44 ciren fich auf die namliche an an die uhteren 8. Diefe an 
44 die weitere 16, und 16 an 32, und fo weiter. An Cato hab 
44 ich es weitlaufiger gefehriebea : Kurz ! Jeder hat zwey 
41 fliigel adjutanten, wodurch er mittelbar in all iibrige wirkt. 

44 Ira centra geht alle kraft aus, und vereinigt fich auch 
44 wieder darinn. Jeder fucht fich in gewUTer fubordination 
44 zwey manner aus, die cr ganz fludiert, beobachtet, abrich- 
44 tet, anfeuert, und fo zu fagen, wie recrouteo abrichtet, 

14 damn fie dereind mit dera ganzen regiment abfeuern und 
44 excrciren kbnnen. Das kann man durch alle grade fo * 
44 einrichten.” 

I do not find the long explanation mentioned as fent to 
Cato by Weifhaupt, nor do I remember to have feen it. It 
would mod certainly be curious, and we fhould fee in a clear- 
er light how he was to infufe his fpirit into and fire the minds 
of thoufands of men ; but dill thefe two letters are proofs 
more than fhfficient for our purpofe. 

. Vul. IH. LI 


Digitized by 


Google 



* 5 ° 


TOT ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


\ 


when rtey were to tie hand to fubjngate^ fire on , and 
vandalize the whole univerfe. 

When this fetal law &all be falfilled, then will the kflf 
Spartacus felly forth from his baleful den, and triumph- 
antly claim the fenguinary palm of murder and de- 
ftru&ion from die Old Man of the Mountain, who 
would fcarcely have been worthy of being his pre- 
eurfbr. The earth loaded with the ruins of laws and 
empires ; mortals blaipheming their God ; nations la- 
menting over their conflagrating towns, their palaces, 
public monuments and aits, and even their cottages, 
all overthrown ; fociety weeping over its laws ; — iuch 
{hall be the fight which the laft Spartacus wiH con- 
template with joy* when he fhaH exultingly exclaim, 
* At length, my Brethren, the long-wi(hed for day is 
come j let us celebrate the name, and dedicate this day 
as fecred to- the memory of WeHhaupf, our founder. 
We have coniummated his grand myfteries; no laws 
fhaH exift, but thofe of hfe Order. Should nations be 
ever tempted to return to their uoiekednefs , (to laws 
and fociety} this code, which has once destroyed their 
bonds, may do it again." 

Witt not hell vomit forth its legions to applaud this 
lad Spartacus, to contemplate in amazement this work 
of the immunizing Code ? — Will not Satan exclaim, 
u Here then are men as. I wifhed them. I drove 
them from Eden ; Weiihaupt has driven them to the 
forefls. I taught thegi to offend their God ; he has 
made them rejeft their God entirely. I had left the 
earth to repay them for the fweat of their brow ; he 
has ftrkken it with fterility ; for it will be in vain for 
them to pretend to till and few that which they (hall 
not reap. I left them in their inequality of riches ; 
but he has fwept all away ; he has deftroyed the very 
idea of property; he has transformed mankind into 
brigands. Their virtues, happinefs, and greatnefs un- 
der the protecting laws of fociety or of their country, 
was an objeft otjealoufy to me; but he has curfed 
their haws and their country, and has reduced them to 
the ftupid pride and ignorance of the roaming, fa- 
vage, and vagabond clans. In tempting them to fin, 
I could not deprive them of repeutance and the hope 
of pardon ; but Weifhaupt has taught them to feoff at 
prime and defpiie repentance. Viilany without rc- 
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merle, arid hopdds rtwsfbrtunc, is all that he has left 
to the nrifor^ye inhabitants of the earth i 
Meanwhile, before Satan lhall exaltingjy enjoy thk 
triumphant fpeftade, Yvhtch the Ittuminteing Code is 
preparing, \tt us examine how far fuccefe has hitherto 
attended on its footfteps ? What (hare has it borne in 
that revolution which has already defolated fo tmany 
countries, and menaces fo many others. How it en- 
gendered that difaftrous monfter called Jacobin, raging 
uncomrouled, and almoft unoppofed, in thofe days of 
horror and deviation.— In inert, what effe&s this 
Code of the Ulmmnees has produced, and what effe&s 
it may produce.— This *will be the objdri of the hijto* 
tied part of the S eft, and of the iVth and iaft Volume 
of thefc Memoirs. 

End op t&e +1hird Part. 


APPENDIX. 

Notes relating to Jome Pajfages contained in tkt 
two jirjl Volumes . 

I. 

T HE public has felt conriseed bow nearly it is eoacem- 
ed in the coaipiracies which form the fubjed of theft 
Memoirs ; and to this cinrumftance it is, that I am indebted 
for the great foocefs they have met with, and the fale of ah 
ami re Edition of rooo Copies before the Third Volume was 
font to the prefs.* By fuch an extraordinary mark of public 
approbation, I aih nmtrdly excited to vindicate tbefc Me- 
moirs from any a fper fi o ra that might in the (KghteR manner 
impaga their authenticity. Not indeed that any fuch danger 
is to be apprehended from a letter feat to the Editors of the 
Britifh Critic, and which its author only choofes to 6gn with 
the initials D. J. I am not, however, die lefs obliged to the 
anonymous writer ; for, by treating what I have (aid concern^ 
ing Voltaire’s death as calumny and vulgar report (though 1 
bad afferted nothing but what was grounded on juridical mi* 

• The Englifh Edition has found nearly a fimilar demand, though 
the tnmflatioi was only undertaken after the French Original had been 
fonj- time publdhed. 

Vol. III. L 1 * 
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times depofited at Paris in the hands of Monf. Momct, No- 
tary Public, and on the teftimony of the celebrated Mr. Tron- 
chin,) he affords me the opportunity of laying before the 
public tbe following letter from M. De. Luc, a> name th^t 
needs no obfervation from me to enhance the value of its 
teftimony.. 

t v Letter from M. De Luc on tbe Death of Voltaire* 

“ SIR, 

u Your Memoirs illiffirattng the Hijfory of Jacobimfm hating 
been the other day the fabjelt of converfation, it was obje&- 
cd/that the defeription of Voltaire (So prominent a feature in 
your Work) was fo very diffimilar to that given by the otbejr 
hiftorians of his life, that perfons at a didance from the foured 
of information were at a loft what judgment to form. The 
difference between your account of his d.eath, and that which 
appeared in a Lift of Voltaire translated from the French by 
Mr. Monke, and.publilhcd in London 1 787, was particularly 
noticed, and incited me to confult that work. The Transla- 
tor deferibes himfelf as a young naval officer, who, while at 
Paris , « ijbed to employ bis rfHp from profeffional duty , both to 
bis improvement and advantage. Nothing but the youth of Mr. 
Monke, and his want of experience* can excufe his under- 
taking ; for, to let his countrymen benefit by the proficiency 
he was making at Paris* he diflfufed anpopg them, through tl be 
medium of this translation, all that poHon which was then fo 
toduftriouffy emitted, to produce an effc& now but too well 
known, and which I hope he does not at this day contemplate 
without horror. 

- “ 1-will make no observations on this Life of Voltaire ; Von 
know from what fource it carnet and how little capable it was 
of feducing any but heedkfs youths who, without any know- 
ledge of the age they Eved in, w6re (Eli fufceptible of a fort 
of admiration fur every thing that was great , though in vice 
and villany. As one of the artifices of impiety is to repre- 
sent its champions calmly breathing their lad ji\ the bed of 
honour, I feel it incumbent on me to confirm what you have 
{aid on one of thoSe circomQances of tbe death of Voltaire 
which is fo dofely connected with all the red. >• 

' “ Being at Paris in 1781, I was often in company, with 
one of tbo& perfons wbofe teftimony youanvoke on public. re- 
ports, 1 mean Mr. Tronchin. He was an old acquaintance of 
Vdkaire’s at Geneva, whence he came to Paris in qilality of 
fird phyficiao to the father of the late Duke of Orleans. He 

• I have fem dm life of Volrairc. Air. de VilL.trr wa* the author of 
Mr. Monke might jidl as well have cxercifcd hi* taleuu in 
tr .inflating Condorcrt, 
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va t called in during Voltaire’s laft ficknefs ; and 1 have heard 
him repeat all thole circumdanccs on which Paris and the 
whole world were at that time fall of converfation, refpe&ing 
the horrid (late of this impious man’s foul at the approach of 
death. M. Troocbin (even as phyfician) did every thing in 
his power to calm him ; for the agitation he was in was fo 
violent, that no remedies -could take elfed. But he could 
not fucceed ; and, unable to endure the horror he felt at the 
peculiar nature of his frantic rage, he abandoned him. 

“ So violent a Hate in an exhaufted frame could not be of 
loeg duration. Stupor, the forerunner of dilfolution, mud na- 
turally fucceed, as it generally does after any violent agitations 
generated by pain ; and it is this latter (late which in Voltaire 
has been decorated by the appellation of calm. Mr. Tronchia 
wifhed to diferodit this error ; and with that laudable view, as 
an eye witnefs, he immediately publilhed in all companies the 
veal fads, and precifely as you have dated them. This he did 
to furnidi .a dreadful lelTon to tbofe who calculate on being 
able in a death-bed to invedigate the difpodtions mod proper 
to appear in before the judgment-feat of the Almighty. At 
that period, not only the date of the body, but the condition 
of the foul, may frudrate their hopes of rriakiog fo awful an 
invedigation ; for juflue and fandity as well as goodnefs are 
attributes of God ; aud he rfohrctimes, as a wholcforae admo- 
nition to mankind, permits the punilhmehts denounced agaiud 
the impious man to begin even in this life by the tortures of 
reraorfe. 

But this inaccuracy relpeding the death of Voltaire is 
not the only one with which the aforenamed author might be 
upbraided. He has fupprefled many well-known circum dances 
relating to his fird difpofition to return to the church, and his 
confequem declarations, which you have given on well-au- 
thenticated records, all anterior to that anguifh of mind which 
his co-operators have willed to fupprefs, and of which they 
themfelves were too probably the caufe. They furrounded 
him, and thus cut him off from that which alone could redone 
Waoquillity to his foul, by employing the few moments he dill 
Bad to live in making what reparation he could for the evil he 
had done. But this artifice could not deceive thofe who were 
better acquainted with Voltaire’s chara&er; for, not to notice 
the ads of hypocrify which earthly confiderations frequently 
made him commit; thofe of which the fudden fear of a future 
date have made him guilty are alfo known. I will give you an 
example of one, which was related to me at Gouinguen in De- 
cember 1776 by Mr. Dieze, fecond librarian of that Univerfi- 
ty ; and you may, Sir, make what ufe of it you pleaf'e. 

V During Voltaire’s refidcnce in Saxony, where Mr. Dkze 
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fared hi* is fecrettry, heftfl ding e ro i flyiH. Asfecuras he 
was apprized of his fitaacioo he fent for a pried, coofefied to 
him, and begged to receive the facnunent, which he a&uaUy 
did receive, fhowtng all the exterior figus of repentance, which 
laded as long as his danger ; bat as feoo as that was over, be 
afie&ed to laugh at what he called his &tkneft 9 and, turning 
to Mr. Diefce, M My friend (find he) yoa have fem the 
meakntfi tf the man* 99 

44 It is alto to human rvnkntfi that the fe&arier of baa im- 
piety have attributed the paroxyfms of fear in him ana feme 
others of his accomplices. 6kkxtefs, fay they, weakens the 
mind as well as the body, and often produces pafiibirinmy.— * 
Thefe fyaptoms of convcriion in die tricked at the approach 
of death, are, undoubtedly, figos of a great mmm hmfsj but eO 
what b tt to be attributed ? b it to their underfunding $ cer- 
tainly not ; fer it b in that awful moment that every thing 
trsitiihef which had denied k during their life. That toanh- 
msftf therefore, b to be wholly attributed to their internal cany 
vision that tbcj have finned. 

44 Led away by vanity, or feme other virions psffion, thaft 
men afpire at denting a Se& : ignorance and the paffions of 
ocher men fecotod their undertaking. Inebriated with their 
triumph, they perfeade tbemfelves that they are capable of 
giving laws to the whole world : they boldly make the at* 
tempt, and the hood-winked crowd become their followers. 
Having attained the zenith of happinefs for the proud and 
vain glorious foul, they abandon tbemfelves to all the wantoiv- 
wefc of imagination and defire. The world then, in their eyes, 
becomes a vail field of new enjoyments, the legitimacy of 
which has no other ftandard but their own inclinations \ and 
the femes of an inccnfe iavifbed on them by thofe whom they 
have taught to feoff like themfdves at every law, perpetuates 
their delirium. But when ficknefs has difperfed the flattering 
cohort, has blafted their pleafures, and aH hopes of new tri- 
umphs ; when they feel tbemfelves advancing, abandoned and 
naked, towards that awfel eternity On which they have takeh 
upon tbemfelves to decide, not only fer tbemfelves but for aM 
thofe who have been led away in the whirlwind of their fic- 
tions. — If in this terrible moment, when pride has loft its 
fupport, they come to reflect on the arguments on which they 
grounded their attack againft the univerfal belief of a Reve- 
lation which was to ferve man as a pofitive and univerfal rule 
in matters of faith — the roeaknefi then of their arguments 

i which they dare no longer attire in the garb of fophiftry) 
ares them in the face ; and nothing but the total extintfiem 
of their feelings can quell the terrors of a coufciencr which , 
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letb them that they are about to appear before the tribunal of 
the Author of that fame Revelation. ' 

“ It w to point out this real weatnefs of the antNchriftian 
chiefs that we mud labour throughout meir whole hifloryi for 
the benefit of thofe who, without any further examination (and 
perfuaded that thefe opinions are grounded on deep refearcli) 
become thehr dupes and difciples s It is, I fay, incumbent on us 
to Aow that tbofe men had not, any more than their fe&aries* 
any real conviffiim , and that their obfHnacy in their opinions 
folely proceeded from the narcotic fumes of the incenfe of 
their admirers. For this purpofe it is my intention fhortly 
to give to the public, in confirmation of. what you hare faid 
of Vokaire, all that ray former acquaintance with him has 
brought to my knowledge. The times in which we lire make 
it the duty of erery man who has had a nearer riew of the 
plots bid by the Sett again!! Rerelation to unfold aH the 
circumftances of them, which are as fhamefal from their vo- 
luntary ignorance, as from their atrocity ; and it is this fen- 
timent, Sir, which makes me partake in common with ail 
tTue friends to humanity, of that admiration and gratitude 
which are due to you for your generqus exertions in this 
charitable career. 

u I remain. Sir, Year’s, &c. See. 

“ De Luc.” 

Wmdforj tie 2 $d Off. 1797. 

After fuch a teftimony, let people talk of Voltaire dying 
with the caimnefs of a Hero. 


n. 

In the Second Volume there is a pafiage of a different 
nature, (page 438,) but which has given rife to obje< 5 Hons. 
hr better grounded. It relates to Mr. Sinetty’s arrival at 
Lille as deputy from the Grand Orient of Paris. I know noc 
by what raittake he was (aid to be an officer of cavalry, when 
in reality he was an officer of infantry. As to the faff related , 
it is of little importance in which he ferved ; but the miftake 
might inculpate two other officers of the fame name who 
fenre^ in the cavalry, and whofe loyalty and attachment to 
their King could never be affe&ed by the Jacobin Miffion- 
ary bearing the fame namew This miftake, however, has 

? iven rife to. much refearch. Mr* Le Comte de Martange, 
whom I mentioned as being in the regiment of La Sarre in 
177 6* and who has long fince been a general officer,) was 
applied to, and in the firfl anfwer he returned appeared to 
have miftaken the fenfe of my Memoirs (indeed he only 
knew them by public report at that time,) thinking that I 
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had charged the Military Lodge of Lille with having con* 
crived and fet on foot the Jacobin Confpiracy. The reader 
will ealily conceive how he muft have treated fuch an after* 
tion ; but fo far was 1 from hinting at any fuch thing, that 
I faid the officers of the regiment of La Sarre had taken this 
emifTary for an entbujtafi and a madman , who on his fide (oon 
found that the officers were not Mafont of bis fiamp. The 
Count alfo fays, that he never was acquainted with any other 
Sinetty than the officer of cavalry whofe charader is univer- 
(ally and defervedly efteemed by every body. Though it may 
be very poffible for the Count to have loft all memory of a 
perfon whom he had only feen twenty years ago for a few 
hours, neverthelefs this is the only expreffion that feeras to 
denote that he was not prefent at the fcenc I have mentioned. 
I am intitled however to fay, that the Count has fince written 
a fecond letter, in which he fays that he has read my Memoirs , 
and that he has there found fucb a concatenation of demon* 
ftrations as tempts him to think that the perfon who gave me 
the information might have been miftaken only as to fome 
names or particular circumftances. That thefe particulars do 
not invalidate the fad is evident, as the Chev. de Myon (an 
officer in the fame regiment) has conftantly refufed to con* 
tradid it, notwithftanding many prdfing folicitations to that 
effed. In corroboration of the whole, many officers who 
were then in garrifon at Lille have, fince the publication of 
the Second Volume, declared that they remembered the fad, 
though in the lapfe of twenty years they had forgotten the 
particular circumftances. ' In fhort, as an ultimate proof I 
will adduce the candour with which the perfon who thought 
himfelf raoft intefefted in getting the denial of the fad afeer- 
tained declared that he was perfedly convinced of the truth 
of it. Thus, fhould I lofe the teftimony of a witnefs whom 1 
had cited, I (hall have replaced it by the verdid of an im- 
partial judge. The fad is, however, that I had taken too 
many precautions to have been mifinformed on a fad with 
which I had long fince been acquainted, but which I would 
print only on the teftimony of an eye witnefs. 

HL 

1 mu ft farther inform my readers that frequent errors have 
been committed in the profs among the figures in the quota- 
tions ; and in Voltaire’s Letters fome Readers may be mified 
by the variety of Editions. But I again repeat, that not a 
fingle quotation has been made which is not to be found in the 
works quoted ; and a general Errata ffiall be given at the end 
of the Fourth Volume, in which the Dates fhaJl be added 
to the Letters* 
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On feme Articles publijhed in the Monthly Review, 
relative to the 44 Memoirs on Jacobinism/' 


T HERE arc Reviewers of whofe approbation I (hall ever be 
proud, becaufe 1 know the propagation of good princi- 
ples to be the objeCl of their labors. There are others, how- 
ever* whofe applaufe would always be hateful to me, becaufe* 
under the ma(k of fcience, they difteminate the principles of 
Impiety and Rebellion. To which of thefe c lades the Monthly 
Review may belong, I (hall not pretend to determine, as I am 
not in the habit of reading it ; but (hould be forry to ground 
my judgment on the account which Dr. Griffiths, or his aflo- 
ciates, have given of the Memoirs of Jacobinifm. In the Ap- 
pendix to his twenty- fifth Volume, he has loaded me with im- 
putations which 1 ffiou’d leave to the good fenfe of my Head- 
er, were I engaged in a mere literary difpute; but I have de- 
nounced the mod formidable confpiiacy that ever was con- 
trived againft Religion and Society. I owe it, therefore, to my 
caufe, and to myfeif, to prove which of us is molt open to the 
charge of tin fair nefs 9 of dexterity, or of treacherous ingenuity . 
Fortunately the talk is not difficult. 

Dr. Griffiths is ^leafed to pafs a favorable fentence on my firft 
Volume, treating of the Conf piracy of the Sophifers again ft the 
Altar; but he fays, that the Confpiracy “ of the Sophifterg 
44 of Rebellion againft the Throne is 16 imperfectly fupported 
44 in the fecond Volume, that he muft Hill aferibe the extinction 
44 of Royalty in France much mote to the couife'of local e- 
44 vents in Paris, than to the previous concert and deliberate 
44 wifli of the leaders of the Revolution.” — Certainly the Ja- 
cobins would not be forrow to fee fuch an opinion become pre- 
valent, for they alfo claim the right of faying to Kings, if we 
attack your thrones you may thank yourfclves; it was your 
perfidy and defpotifm, much more than the efforts of a BrifTot 
•r a Syeyes, that dethroned Lewis XVI ; it was more owing 
to you than to Petion or Robefpiene that he was led to the 
fcaffold ; and, above all, it was the tyranny of Lewis XVI. that 
engraved in our hearts that wiffi to exterminate every King 
on earth. Dr- Griffiths alfo finds it more convenient peremp- 
torily to pronounce on the validity of the proofs which I ad- 
duce, than tofubmit any of them to his readers, left they ffiouid 
draw a very different conclufion. Not a word does he men- 
tion of the Letters, of the Syftems, of Ilolbach’s Ciub, o^ the 
Central Committee, of the Emiflaries of the Grand Orient, of 
the Declamations and formal Avowals of the adepts Le Roi, 
Coodorcet, Dudin, and his fellow-icviewers of the Mercure. 
AH this muft lead us to believe, that Dr. Griffiths is difficult 
of conviction when he pleaies to be lb ; and that he can wuh- 
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tiold proofs when he is not in a ha moor to refute tfierh. Sd 
many perfons will take the word of their teachers for grant- 
ed, that it is unneceflary for him to condefcend to give his rea- 
fons. We (hall fee whether he will deign to notice Sir Horae? 
Walpole, who fo long fioce denounced the Confpiracy of the 
Sophifters of Rebellion. If Dr. Griffiths be determined to be 
blind, I cannot pretend to make him fee. 

adly, Dr. Griffiths alfo declares, that my pofition “ iswhoJ- 
ly erroneous,’* when I fay, that Equality and Liberty form the 
effential and perpetual Creed of the Freetnafons . Here 1 was 
tempted to recognize a brother dupe, but he had his reafong 
for appearing to be better informed than I was. He then fpeaks 
of a communication opened between the Grand Lodges of 
London and Berlin 1776; and Berlin, he fays, was at that ora 
the very focus of convergence for every ray of modern Philoja - 
phy ; and then he afks, were thefie embajfies mere child 9 s play % 
Or were there Tirho Icons concealed in the Latomies ( Lodges ) ? 
I candidly confefs, that had I known of thele communications 
with the venr center of Sophiftry, fo far fhould I have been 
from retracing my proofs of the Confpiracy of the Freefna- 
fons, that I fhould have given them a ftronger turn. I can alfo 
allure him* that I would not have generalized to fuch an ex- 
tent my exception in favor of the Mafonry of the Grand Lodge 
of London, had I been informed that it could poifibly have 
contained members fo inimical to Kings as that Timoleon who 
ttffaffinated his brother Ttmophane , for that fame fcaufc of hat- 
red to Royalty in which the Elder Brutus became the exectH 
lionet of his Children, and the Younger Brutus thfe murderef 
* of Caefar his benefactor; Let Englifh Maions defend theih- 
felves againft the imputations of Dr- Griffiths ; but every read* 
cr will perceive, that the method he has adopted to prove that 
tny pqfition was erroneous is rather extraordinary ; for, accord* 
ing to his aflertions, if I am culpable, it is of hivibg general* 
ized my exception too much in favor of thofe to whom I iho*t 
no guilt couid attach. 

When we proceed to the thifd Volume treating of the Ilia* 
roinees, and I fpeak of their Confpiracy againft all iociety, 
property, and fciences, then is he far more difficult of perfua-* 
fion. It is here that I am guilty of treacherous ingenuity , of 
partiality , and of unfairntfs. Let the reader judge to which 
of us fuch imputations are the moft applicable. 

idly, The Reviewer deduces his grand pr&#fsamitijfta€ front 
the manner in which I have tranflated two of Weifhaupt’s texts* 
I muft own, that one of them gave me a confiderable deal of 
trouble, not on account of the language, for the words arc clear 
enough; but on account of the airant nonfenfe, and, to me, 
irreconcilable contradiction of this text in the place where it 
{lands. To have tranflated Weifhaupt literally, we muft have 
made hinj fay, ^ few wants; this is the firjl fiep towards LU 
“ berty. It isjor this reafon that Savages and the learned (or 
€t nien enlightened in the fupreme degree ) are perhaps the only 
“free men* the only independent men." I here faw a great er- 
ror in ftating our men of learning as thofe who have ihtfewefi 
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want/, or as the freed;, or as the rood independent of Socle* 
ty. To enable them to attend folelv to their dudies, they dand 
in need of a fufficient foitune to relieve them from attention to 
temporal concerns. They ftand in need of the labor of others 
to cloath, lodge, and nourtlh them. They are above all others 
dependent on fociety for that ftate of peace and tranquillity (o 
heceffary to the progrefs of fcience. They mod, therefore, be 
monfters of ingratitude if they do not rechgnize that public au- 
thority, without which fciences mud banilh. Putthemodlearned 
member of the Royal Society into a defert or a fared, and in 
another part put a country down, and fee which of the two 
will fare belt, or (land mod in need of the help of others. 

But this is not all; Weifhaupt pofnively averts, that flavery 
is the offspring of the fciences ; and can it follow from fucli 
a pofhion, that the mod fcientific are the freed and mod in- 
dependent of men ? As from a variety of other paffages I knew 
that, according to the modern Spartacus % no men were really 
enlightened, unlefs it were the favages, or thofe who wifhed 
to carry us back to the favage date; I tranflated it thus — 

44 Hence fe<w <u>ants is lb: firjl fiep towards Liberty. — It is 
€t for this reafin , that the favages are the mofi enlightened of 
44 men , and perhaps they alone are free but I took the pre- 
caution to add the German text, (“ Darum find wilde, und 
44 in hocftketi grad aufgekl'drte, vielleicht die einzige freyc 
44 menfehen”) that each reader might give the fenfehe chofe 
to the original. Or. Griffiths has done more, he has ouoted 
that other text, in which Weifhaupt literally declares flavery 
to be the offspring of the fciences ; he neverthelefs makes 
Weifhaupt fay, that favages and the fully enlightened are per- 
haps the only free men . T his certainly approaches nearer to a 
literal tranffation, and the fentence taken in the abdrad may 
be more correct ; my tranflation, however, is conformable to 
the fenfe of the difeourfe ; but I have no objtdion to fubditute 
that given by Dr. Griffiths, provided a N.B. be added, to warn 
the reader of the nonfenfe of it> and the grofs contradidipn it 
contains. 

4thly, Dr. Griffiths, or the writer he employs, next pro* 
ceeds to the French . — — 44 The text of Weifhaupt exprefly 
“ fa} s, out of our prefent imperfeci forms of civil union we 
u fisalt pafs into new and better chqfcn ; but the Abbe, in 
“ order to attribute to him the perverfe projed of perpetu* 
f< ating anarchy, unfairly renders the paffage as if we were to 

pafs back into the favage date." TheR,as if he had it in his 
power to quote numberlefs examples of my unfair tranflations* 
he adds, 44 On the topic of Property , fimilar freedoms have 
41 been ufed, with a not left treacherous ingenuity ** 

Upon my word Dr. Griffiths here fathers, with great facili-* 
ty, his own failing spoft others. Sir, notwithdanding the bale 
and calamnious accufations which you chofe to vent againd 
®e, 1 wrote to you a3 to a Reviewer upright in his intentions, 

Vet liable to midake, but who, after fucli violent imputations, 

Would condefcend at ieaft'to infert in a future number of his 
Review the explanation which l hauKeot him. You denied rac 
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this means of defence ; I then told you, that I (hould not leave 
the public in that error into which your Review might lead 
them, as in the prefent circumftances the confequences might 
be too dangerous. I requeued a meeting ia order to lay before 
you the Original Writings , and therein to point out evident 
proofs that your imputations were unjuft. You refufed thefe 
means of rectifying your miftake. What, then, entitles you to 
better treatment than you have given to a man who was moffc 
certainly actuated by no other fentiment than that of the pub- 
lic good, and whom you choofe to calumniate in defiance of 
conviction ? 

It pleafes Dr. Griffiths alfo to reprefent my letter (in which 
I informed him, that I would not leave the public in an error) 
as a rilible threat of denouncing him as an llluminee (June 
1798). He adds, that I am “ at full liberty to accufeor com- 
*' pHtnent him by fuck a defeription.” You may, Sir, take what 
I am going to fay as a reproach or as a compliment ; but, with* 
out pretending to fay whether you are initiated in the fecrets 
of Jlluminifm or not, this much 1 can aftert, that no llluminee 
could have fhown lefs candor than has the author of the article 
to which I am about to reply. 

So far was I from attributing any other intention to Wei- 
fhaupt, than that which he really had, when he wrote thefe 
words, Aks den Jlaaten tretten wir in neue kluger gewahlte 9 
which I have tranflated, de cesfocietes nous pajjbns a des veeux 
a un cboix this fage (from thefe focieties we proceed to further 
wifhes, and to a wifer choice); and as this fentence, taken ab* 
ftraClIy, has no fignification either in German or French, I, 
in a note, called the attention of the reader to the fentence 
that immediately followed, as explaining the nature of the 

•wifer choice (Fr. Fol. III.) The Englilh tranllator has o- 

roitted this note, which, in reality was only added through 
an excefs of precaution. But had he inferted it what would it 
have proved ? Nothing but an efpecial care on my fide not to 
attribute to Weifhaupt any meaning that did not entirely co- 
incide with the text. Am I to blame, if what precedes and 
what follows that fentence evidently demonftrate that this So- 
phifter was endeavoring to lead us back to the favage ftate 
I Ihould fparc the Reviewer too much, or (hould rather hold 
him out as an Ignoramus , were I to fay that he could have been 
miftaken as to the meaning of that fentence. Here it is, with 
what precedes and follows it : “ Nature drew men from the 
“ favage ftate, and i^-united them in civil (ocieties ; from 
u thefe focieties we proceed to further nvijhes, and to a wifer 
M choice .* New aflbeiations prefect themielves to thefe wilhes; 

* The note in qnefion would an fiver to the word choice. 
Volume III. and is literally as follows: “ To a wifer choice; 

th'u is the literal tranjlation of the text , aus den ftaaren tret* 

“ ten wir in neue kluger gewahlte. The fentence that follows 
0 clearly enough cxprejfes what this choice is.” I placed the 
German text between a parenthejis immediately a fter the word 
choice ; and as the fentence alluded to immediately followed , / 
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and by their means we return to the ftate whence we came % 

01 not again to run the former courfe, but the better to enjoy 
•* our deftiny.” Since the Reviewer did not condefcend to fa- 
vor me with the interview I requefted, that I might ftiow him 
the German text, I here print it, that he may get it translated 
by whom, and where he pleafes ; and I defy him to (how that 
1 have either altered or warped fenfe of that paffage: “ Die 
** natur hat das menfchen gefchiecht ausden wildhtitgeriffen* 

** und in ftaaten vereinight; aus den jlaaten t ratten wir in neue 
0€ Kluger gew'dhlte. Zu unferen wiinfchen nahen (ich ncue 
€t verbindungen, und durch diefe langen wir wieder dort an, 

04 wo wir aufgegangen find ; aber nicht um dereinft den alten 
** zirkul wieder zuriick zu machen, fondern um unfere weitere 
** beftinmung naher zu erfahren.” Now I boldly afk, whether 
natural ftupidity can be carried fo far, or whether any man can 
be fo totally deftitute of every idea of logic, as not plainly to 
fee, that the ftate from which Weifhaupt fays that Nature has 
drawn us, and to which it is leading us back by means of his 
(fecret) affociations, is not the favage ftate. Befide, he adds. 

Let us explain this myjlery; and how does he do this? why, by 
dedicating more than forty pages to prove, that the obje&of 
Nature in Secret Societies is to eradicate even the very name of 
People , Prince , Nation , or Country ; and this he pofitively tells 
us is one of his grand myfteries . • T his monftrous Sophifter alio 
fays, that Original Sin % the Fall of Man> was no other thao 
their reunion into civil fociety; and that Redemption is our re- 
inftatement in that ftate which was anterior to fociety. It is 
even thus that he pretends to explain the gofpel: it is thus that 
he explains the rough Jlones, the flonefplit or broken, and the p&- 
Itfbed Jlone of Mafoury. — And after this Dr. Griffiths and his 
co-operators will come and accufe us of unfairnefs , dexterity , 
and treacherous ingenuity , becaufe we unfold the abfiirdity of 
his favorite Illuminifm ! Let our readers affign thofe epithets 
to whom in their opinion they belong. 

5 thly. What can the Reviewer mean by that great 2eal which 
he (hows for the characters of Weifhaupt and Knigge, tkofe 
two prototypes of Illuminifm ? In order to juftify them, he 
comes and talks to us of the Theiftn and of the opinions which 
they affeCted in their public writings, and a&s^the mother 
dupe, grounding his opinion on Weilhaupt's giving the wri- 
tings of the Socinian Baffedow to his novices. What does all 
this prove to a man who is fpeaking of the fecret opinions of 
Knigge and Weifhaupt, and who has demonftrated the whole 
doClrine of their confpiring mvfteries; to a man who proves to 
you, by the very letters of Weifhaupt and Knigge, that after 
the perufal of the writings of the Socinian Baffedow, thefe two 
atheifts recommend and give to their adepts the writings of 

looked upon the remainder of the note as perfectly ufeleft* and #- 
mitted it; for who could have dreamt that any ptrjbn could have 
cavilled at fo clear a fentence ? I only transcribe the note in thit 
place, that every reader may judge of Dr . Griffiths* s candours 

Tranflator. 


Digitized by Google 



, OBSERVATIONS* &C, 


the atheift Boulanger, of the atheift Robinet, of the atheift 
Helvetius, of the atheift Diderot; and that Knigge even com- 
plains, that fuch a fuperabundance of Atheifm would betray 
the tendency of the Sett too foon? ( Original Writings , VoL 
/. Let. 3* from Spartacusto Cato . — VoL 7 1 . Let . %.from Phi- 
to to Cato. )— To what purpofe, let me afk, is all the fluff 
which the Reviewer has copied from the German llluminees 
about the .fcfuits; all thofe panic terrors which he afFe&sabopt 
the return of Catholicifm in a proteftant country; as if protes- 
tants and perfons of every religion were not bound in one ip- 
tereft to counteract the plans of Illuminifm ? If Dr. Griffiths 
wifhes to miflead the Englifh nation, as fome of the adepts did 
for a time in Germany, let him learn that the trick is ftalej 
that it will be in vain foi him to copy Mirabeau or Bonneville, 
and, like them, cry up the alledged proofs of Jeluits Mafonry 
difcovered by the Uluminee Lucian-NicoLM. Weareoothe 
fpot, and can verify thefe grand proofs. We beg Dr. Griffiths 
to favor us with a fight of that famous Pelican difcovered at 
Oiford; and that he will pot forget to tell us how it conies to 
pafs, that this Pelican is replaced by a Spar row-hawk , wbofe 
feathers grow again, and boms a Sparrow-hawk, who tbits re - 
fledges itfelf, evidently demonftrates that fefuits have longjince 
been bidden in the Englijb Lodges ; and that if great care be 
not taken, they are on the eve of Tallying forth to make a mod 
terrible havock. He will alfo tell us how this demonftratiop 
becomes evident, w hen we obferye, that Sir Chriftopher Wren 
(the architect who built St. Paul’s )wasprofefTor in one college 
Rt Oxford, and that the Pelican and Sparrow-hawk were found 
in another college. But I am lorry to confider, that, when Dr. 
Griffiths (hall have ably developed ail the grand proofs given 
by Nicolai, the Englifh reader will be much temptea to rank 
the inventor and his panegyrift in the fame clafs.* 

Let not Dr. Griffiths thinly that while we fhrug our ftioulders 
at this miferable fable of Catholicifm and jefuiiifm latent in 
Freemafonry, we cannot produce fubftanttal proofs that this 
fable was only invented to avert the attention of the inhabitants 
of proteftant countries from the progrefs made by the lllumi- 
nees. We can (how thofe leaders of Illuminifin Brunner, the 
apoftajte^catholic curate of Tiefenbach ; the apoftate Nimis, the 
Cbabot of Germany; the adepts Dorfch , Blau, and Wreden 9 
the famous llluminees of Spire, Mcntz,and Bonne, meditaring 
and combining among thcmfelves the means of propagating 
this fable in Germany juft as Dr. Griffiths had done in Eng- 
land. We can produce the letter of the adept Brunner to NP 
mis, difcovered among the papers of Blau and fent by the of- 
ficers who had feized them to the Bijhop of Spire. Dr. Grif- 
fiths knows many things concerning Mafonry and Illuminifm ; 
but he may probably be unacquainted with this letter; it would 
pot be right that he (hould continue fo, as he will, by the in* 

* See Monthly Review, Augufl , 1798, pages 460 and 461-r 
See alfo the miferable difcpveries of Nikolai appreciated in a Ger- 
man work called the yeil torn from Mafonry, page 318, , 
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formation be better able to judge of the part that he is atfing, 
and of the fervices that he is rendering Illaminifm. 

This difpatch is dated Tune 9, 1791* that is, juft about the 
time when the coalition of the crowned heads teemed to me* 
nace Jacobinifm with immediate deftruftion. The adepts are 
much occupied with inventing a plan for remodelling Ulumin- 
ifm, that it might acquire new vigor. In this plan a cloak is 
fought, which, hiding the grand machine, leaves its inftruments 
at liberty to a<ft without being feen, and to attain the object of 
the Sell without being fufpefted of meddling with Illuminifm. 

The cloak that was thus to favor the views of the brethren, 
was an Academy of Sciences formed of two dalles of men, the 
one of men remarkable for their zeal in the caufe of religion, 
the other of profound Illuminees. Honorary members were to 
be defied as protcftors; and if (fays the author of the plan ) 

Dalbert once gets to his government (that is, if the Suffragan 
becomes Eleftor of Mentz) he of ail other princes would he the 
moft proper for our objett. We may perhaps unfold the whole 
of our plan to him , and make Mentz the central point of our 
academy . — To do away every idea of the hidden myjleries of this 
academy , it would be right that each member Jhould wear on his 
breaft a medal bearing the infeription Rkliciom ftScikntiis 
(to idigion and fcieoces ). — The better to conceal our fecrct ob- 
jefty we mufl be careful to engage all the learned Jifuitsy fuch 
as Sattler, Sailer, Mutschellk, and other learned re- 
ligious y that are perfeSlly orthodox , fuch as Herbert, and 
Schwartzuebrr. — It would even be right if it could be bro't 
about , that the efablijhment of this academy Jhould be announced 
to the public by a JeJ'uity and not by one of us. 

Pray, Dr. Griffiths, has this plan come to your knowledge? 

Now liften to what the adept author of the plan fays : 44 But if 
“ people cry out againft hidden Jefuitifin and againft the pro - 
of Catholicifmy it will be lb much the better. 1 hat 
“ would the better do away all fufpicion o* a fecret all'ociation ; 

44 one might (and this is worthy of Dr. Griffiths's obftrvation ) 

44 one* sj elf help tofpreadthis falje alarm . 1 I here add the 
text, for the benefit of a tranflation from Dr. Griffiths, which 
if he gives, I hope he will alfo add the text, that the public 
may pronounce on the treacherous ingenuity : “ Wurde iiber 
44 heimlichen Jefuitifm, oder fiber grofeie aufbreuung des 
44 Katholicifm gefehrien, defto beffor; dadurch wurde ailer 
44 verdacht einer geheimen veibindung nur um fo mehr St> 

44 feitiget. Man konte fogar diefen blinden !:irm felbft fchiagen 
44 belfen.” When, Sir, you /hall have duly meditated on this 
planofthe adepts, I (hould like to know what you could have 
done more to favor their views than you die! in giving an ac- 
count of Mr. Robifon’s work, of my work, and of the mifera- 
ble produffion calling itfelf A frfl letter of a Free mafon to 
the Abbe Barrutl. You will, doubtlel's, remark, that the date 
of this plan i3 June, 1791; fa you cannot refer your readers 
to the Lluminee Boetiger to make them believe, that iir.ee the 
year 1790 there has been no farther quellion of I Hum* mini in 
Germany. 
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I flatter royfelf that you now coincide in opinion with rod* 
and that you think it might have been better — i d, To have ei- 
ther fpoken of the above works with more candor and polite- 
nefs, or not to have mentioned them at all. — adly, To have ac- 
cepted the invitation that I fent you, that I might lay the ori- 
ginal texts before you.— 3dly, To have publilhed the letter 
that I requeued you would infert in your Review. — And 4thly» 
Hot to have pretended that 1 had threatened to denounce yoii 
as an Illuminee. For really, Sir, I never felt the flighted in- 
ducement to pronounce whether the Iiluminees had ever ini- 
tiated yourfelf or your co-operators in their lad myfteries. — 
You begin with granting that the confpiracy of the Sophifters 
againd the altar really exifts ; and when you come to the 
Iiluminees you tell us, “ that however extravagant maybe thd 
4 ‘ opinion s of fome leading men among the Iiluminees , the ave± 

ra S e will of the party , the collected purfuit of the confederated 
4< Lodges, appears rather to have had socinianism and re- 
“ publican ism than Athcifm and Anarchy for its objects '*— - 
(June, 1798, p. *40.) — This is avowing at lead that there ex - 
ifts in thefe Lodges a confpiracy againd the God of the Gos- 
pel, and againd the thrones of all fovereigns. This is alfa 
abandoning the chiefs or founders of the confederacy of the 
Iiluminees. When you go fo far yourfelf, Sir, as to grant all 
this, am 1 not entitled to aflt what could induce you to accufe 
me of lo much treacherous ingenuity , when you confefs your- 
felf that I might be in the right ; for you mud have feen that I 
didinguifhed the degrees ; 1 have (hewn by the very code of the 
Iiluminees how in their iird fchools they only infufed hatred 
for kings, and that fpecies of Sacinianifra which borders fo 
clofely on rank Deifm. This, I think, was fuihcientiy proving 
a confpiracy whofe tendency well deferved the attention of the 
public. When I accufe the Se& of aiming at the wilded an- 
archy, I (how that this mydery was referved to the profound 
adepts and chiefs, though their fecret at prefent frequently es* 
capes them before a public audience. Generally, Sir, they make 
the fame avowals as you do. They are pleafed to hear it faid 
that Voltaire, and thofe men whom they denominate great phi- 
iofophers y confpired againd Chridianity ; and that other felf- 
created philosophers of the Lodges confpired againd kings.— 
This might contribute to make nations believe that it is not fo 
very criminal a thing to engage in fuch confpiracies. But it 
is a more difficult thing to invent a plaufible pretext for con- 
fpiring againlt all properfy and civil lociety ; and for thatrea- 
fon more care is taken to conceal the ultimate views of their 
plots. Meanwhile, however, they cry down every author that 
dares to unmafk thele hideous confpirators. Was it under an 
illufion, or wittingly, that you followed fo nearly the fame 
method in reviewing the works of Mr. Robifcn and myfelf! 
Do not expvft a decilion from me. Myohjed is, that the pub- 
lic fhould not be millead ro believe that I have exaggerated thd 
myfteries of the Iiluminees. I leave to that fame public to judgg 
whether aoy of the Reviewers are dupes or accomplices. 
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K. B. In fopport of the account given by the Monthly Re • 
virw, I am threatened with an anfwer from Spartacuj 
WEISHAUPT. My rejoinder is ready for this perfonage alfo. 
Let him meet me at the archives of Munich, where his letters 
are prefer ved. But as that might expofe him to the peril of 
the gallows, I confent that he mould a& by attorney. Let him 
prove then that thefe letters are fpurious ; and that the Court 
and Magiftrates of Bavaria impofed upon the world, when they 
publithed thofe letters, and invited perfons of every country to 
come and verify the originals ; for all other apology on his fide 
xuuft be ufelefs, and any aniwer on mine fuperfluous. A com* 
plete anfwer to all his publications, as well as to his firft apolo- 
gy, is already publifhed in the code and hiftory of his Illumin? 
i(m , and all that I can poffibly fay with reference to his wri- 
tings may be reduced to three words, read and verify • 
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OBjeSl and Plan of this Volume. 

but a lhort time before the French 
Revolution, by a man whofe ambition feemed con- 
hned within the narrow compafs of the town ofWol- 

ftad an ^°rn he fohos of his fchools, by what ftrange 

means did Illuminifm in left than fifteen years, become 
that formidable Seel which, under the name of Jacobin. 
rides triumphant over ruined altars, Qiivered fceptres,and 
fcattered crowns; over the wrecks of nations and their ' 
Conltitutions ; over the bodies of potentates fallen beneath 
e ir poifons or their poignards, while they drag others in 
their train, craving a fervitude termed peace, or branding 
themfelves with the infamy of what they call an alliance? 

. Un ? er ^'S name of Jacobin abforbing all the mvfte- 
nes, plots, and combinations of every fedary againft'eve- 
ry religion, government, and fociety, by what artifice 
Could Illuminifm acquire that dominion of terror which 
forbids any fovereign within the aftonifhed univerfe to 
fay, 1 o-tnorrow I shall continue feated on my throne; 
which forbids nations and citizens to fay, that their laws 
and religion, their houfes and property, will not be torn 
rotn them ; which forbids the peaceful inhabitant to lie 
down t» reft with any affurance that he will not rife in the 
morning beneath the fhade of that fymbol of blood called 
the 1 ree of Liberty, and threatened by the axe of the de- . 
Vouring guillotine ? How is it poflible, that the fecret 
adepts of the modern Spartacus fhould be the invifible and 
cxclufive movers of that long chain of crimes and calam- 
ities, that difaftrous torrent of ferocity and rapine, which 
k called the revolution ? How do they continue to dire<ft 
thofe machinations which are to confummate the diffolu- 
tion and mifery of human fociety ? 

In dedicating this Fourth Volume to the inveftigation Objefl of 
ot thefe queftions, I do not flatter myfelf with the hopes this vo- 
. illuftrating them with all that prccifion, and of point- ,ame * 
out thofe particularities, which other men might have 
oone who have had it in their power to follow the Se£t 
f ‘ llu minecs into their dark abodes, without ever lofing 
"ght of the adepts or their teachers. The monfter has 


Digitized by Google 





PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE* 


taken its courfe through wtldernefles, and darknefe ha* 
more than once obfeured its progrefs. Weifhaupt had 
adopted the bird of night for his emblem, becaufe he 
courted darknefs; but the fcreechings of this ominous 
bird, rending the air in fpite of him, difeover his fecret re- 
treat. The venemous reptile is often difeovered by the 
ftench of its poifon; the beaten and blood-ftained track 
leads to the difeovery of the cavern inhabited by brigands j 
and, notwithftanding all the efforts of the wicked, an alU 
powerful God will fometimes in his mercy permit a ray 
of light to fhine on their tenebrous recefTes, which may 
fuffice to develope their plots. Many horrid particulars, 
no doubt, have been loft under the veil of darknefs; but 
in clafllng thofe which have come to my knowledge, I 
find abundance of proofs to trace the Se<ft wherever crime 
has pointed out its fatal influence. In vain does the black 
cloud hover round thefummit of the volcano, the bitumin- 
ous and fulphurous vapors which it exhales, bear teftimo- 
ny of the interior combuftions, till at length the eruption 
denotes the abyfs where fo great a convulfion was gene- 
rated. 

Hence, without flattering myfelf with the hopes of fei-» 
zing every link of that horrid chain of iniquity which muft 
blacken the page of hiftory when treating of the Seft, or 
of decyphering the aflumed names of all its adepts, I 
fhall proceed to lay before my readers what has already 
come to light. Afferting nothing but will bear the ftri&eft 
fcrutiny,I fhall ftill find matter fufEcient to trace the pro- 
grefs of the Secft from its origin to thatcongrefs to which, 
at the prefent moment, it calls the vanquifhed fovereigns, 
not fo much to quell the horrors of the field of battle, as 
to enjoy that dominion of terror which it defpotically 
fways without, and to prepare within new refources to 
extend its triumphs; not fo much to reftore to nations the 
tottering remnants of their laws and religion, as to invent 
means of obliterating the very traces of either that may 
yet remain. I fhall here attempt to lead the hiftorian 
through thefe mazy windings left he fhould lofe himfelf 
when in purfuit of the Se£L The reader has already feen 
(in our remarks on the Code) its oaths and threats againft 
every religion, all fociety, and property. Now, when 
reading of what the Se<ft has done, of the plots and ma- 
chinations it has fuccefsfully undertaken and executed, 
may nations and their rulers acquire new ardor, and b$ 
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Simulated to oppofc their future proje&s with all the 
tourage and all the means they are matters of. it is to tri-* 
umph over Jacobinifin, coft what it may, that nations are 
to ftudy the records of this Se&, and not to fink meanly 
into defpair. I know I am but mortal, and that ere long 
I (hall defcend into the grave; and I calmly wait my dis- 
(blution ; but Ihould that confideration prevent my weep* 
ing over the general diflolution which threatens fociety, 
after I have awakened my readers to the dangers which 
threaten them* only to fee them finking once more into 
that apathy which portends ruin, under pretence that it is 
too late, that it is ufelefs to refill the fate which the Se& 
has decreed for all nations ? God forbid that I (houldhold 
fuch language! Cannot the good be fired with that z eal 
which confumes the bread of the mifcreant heaving for 
wickednefs. Let the rulers of nations will it , let nations 
will to fave their religion, their laws, their property, as 
this infernal Se& wills the deftruclion of them alf, and 
fuccefs mutt infallibly crown their endeavors. It is only 
in hopes of contributing to their fuccefs, that I once more 
confent to fully my pen with the names of IVeijhaupt , of 
Illumine and of Jacobin^ and to wade through their dis^ 
gutting annals. 

The order to be obferved in treating of the hiftorjr of Plan of 
the Sedl (hall be regulated according to its moft remarka- f0 * 
ble epochs. lume * 

The firftfhall (hew Weifhaupt laying the foundations 
of his Illuminifm, preparing and initiating his firft adepts, 
founding his firft Lodges, trying his firft apottles, and pre- 
paring every thing for great conquefts. 

The fecond (hall treat of that fatal intrufion which em- 
bodied thoufands and thoufands of adepts under Wei- 
(haupt’s banners; and this epoch will be called the ///«- 
minization of Free-mafonry. 

Very few years futtice to extend thefe tenebrous and 
mytterious conquefts; but the thunderbolts of heaven 
warn mankind of their danger. The Seel and its confpi- 
racies are difeovered in Bavaria, and it fpeaks of this dis- 
covery under the appellation of its perfections \ nations 
and their rulers have been led to believe that it was the 
death-blow and extinction of the Sect. 

Shrinking back, however, into its dark recedes, with 
unabating ardor, it crawls from den to den until it attains 
thofe of Philip of Orleans, who, joining the Seel with all 
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the adepts of his occult Lodges, gives it fovereign fway 
over the whole of F rench Mafonry. F rom this monftrous 
affociation fprungthe Jacobins, with all the crimes and 
horrors of the Revolution. This conftitutes the fourth 
epoch of Illuminifm; for as the lion, feeling his ftrength 
fufEcient, {allies from his den, roars loudly, and vi&irns 
mult be facrificed to him ; fo the Jacobins, or Illumini- 
zcd Mafons, quit their lurking places, and with horrid 
yell announce to nations and their rulers that they may 
tremble, for the day of revolution is come. This is the 
epoch at which the Sedt begins the execution of its plots. 
He only knows how low the earth is condemned to bend 
beneath their yoke, who in his vengeance permits the 
plague and other fcourges to devaftate empires until he 
has been avenged of an impious generation. I neither 
pretend to be a prophet nor defendant of a prophet ; but 
in treating of the numerous crimes already committed by 
the Seel, it will be but too eafy to point out thofe that it 
has dill to commit, and that it will commit, if princes and 
their people diiregard the leffons of that fame God,teach~ 
ing them the condudl they fhould hold, in order to aveit 
the impending fcourge, 
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HISTORICAL PART 

J — r ; 

CHAP. I. 

FirJI Epoch of Illumintfnu 

F OR many years paft, and particularly fince Free* 
mafonry had acquired fuch repute throughout Eu- 
rope, a multitude of petty fccret focieties had been form- 
ed in the Proteftant univerfities of Germany, each harm- 
ing its lodge, its mafter, its myfteries, all modelled oil 
thofe founded by mafcns coming from England and Scot- 
land. Hence fprung thofe various Orders of Hope , of 
Harmony , the ConJlantifs y the Black Brethren , and the 
Eke. The difputes and quarrels, nay, the diforderly be- 
havior of thefe young brethren attracted, more than once* 
the attention of the magiftrates; fome few attempts were 
made to cru(h thefe meetings, but being made without e- 
nergy they were of courfe ufelefs. Governments had not 
fufiiciently confidered, that the mofl dangerous abufe of 
thefe focieties was not fo much the quarrels and the boy- 
jfh battles which enfued, as the tafte which they inculcat- 
ed for focieties impervious to the eye of the magiftrate, 
and under the cover of which their fecrets were lo eafdy 
transformed into the myfteries gf impiety and the plots of 
rebellion.* 

C 

* The fophifticated mafons of France were not ftrangers to 
thefe boyifh Lodges. A few years before the deftru&ion of the 
Jefuits, ooe of thefe lodges was fet on foot in their college of 
Tulle, ftiling its members the Chevaliers de U Pure Veriti , 
(Knights of the Pure Truth.) The Jefuits foon perceived 
whither this do&rine of pure truth and its fecret meetings 
would lead. Before aay other method for putting a ftop to this 
new eftablilhment was propofed, they refolved to try the pow* 
er of ridicule which was almoft infallible in France. Accord* 
ingly one of the roafters undertook to compofe a mod fatcas? 
pL fcng on our young Knights, and copies were fecrctly dis* 
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It would, however, be difficult I believe to prove, that 
any fyftems or opinions militating againft religion or go- 
vernments had as yet been introduced into thefe puerile 
affociations. Many were even known to profefs princi- 
ples conducive to good manners and morality. The re- 
medy may be found in the very fource whence fprung the 
evil, that is to fay, from the cqpftitution of thofe univer- 
fities, which, on the one fide, leaves the choice of the dif- 
ferent profefl'ors in each branch to their fchoiars, and on 
the other does not fufficiently provide for an honeft teach- 
er to place him beyond the powers of want or the temp- 
tations of avarice and vanity. Hence it followed, that 
matters, little delicate as to the means of obtaining a no- 
mination, and nearly deftitute of talents, had only to {how 
great zeal for one of thefe little focieties, or invent feme 
new mvttery more enticing than the rett, and his Lodges 
immediately filled ; the fchoiars formed parties for him ; 
in a fhort time his fchools were as much flocked to 
as his Lodges, and contributions in his favor kept pace 
with his growing reputation. The fear of paffing for a 
fcducer of youth was a bar againft his making ufc of thefe 
focieties for inftillins bad principles into his young fol- 
lowers, however much he might have wifhed it; and on 
the other fide, the authority which he had acquired in the 
fchools gave him a fuffiicent power in the Lodges to 
thwart any perverfe intentions in the young adepts; and 
thefe oppofite reafons proved in general a fuificient guard 
againft the introduction of great abufes.* 

The time was not ye* come, however, when proofs 
Were to be acquired of the ufe to which the great cOn- 
fpirators were to turn thefe myfterious nurferies. 

When public report l'prcad the news in Germany of;L 
new order of Uluminees having been founded in the uni- 
verfity of Ingolftadt by Weifhaupt, many people fuppos- 
ed it to be one of thofe little college Lodges, which could 
no longer intereft the adepts, when once they had finifh- 
ed their ftudies. Many even thought that Weifhaupt, 

tributed to all the young men who did not belong to the lodge. 
Scarcely could one of the juvenile Knights make his appear* 
asce without hearing fome ridiculous Ime of this fong hum- 
med in his ears; and in a fhort time fquares, compares. Lodge 
and all disappeared. 

* See the Memoirs of a Protcftant M’mifter on the lllumi* 
nees.. 
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jvho was at that time a fworn enemy to the Jefuits, had 
only founded this Lodge with a view to form a party for 
fcimfelf againft thofe fathers who, after the deftruftion of 
their order, had been continued in their offices of public 
teachers at the univei fity of Ingolftadt.* The Illuminees 
fuccefsfully availed themfelves of this opinion on an oc* 
caflon which we fhall hereafter fee to have been decifive 
as to their future exiftence in Germany. Had not the na- 
ture of their code and of their myfteries demonftrated 
views of far other importance both for nations and their 

S overnments, to have been the grand obi eft of the foun- 
er, the Archives of the S eft would mow beyond all 
doubt that from its firft inftitution Weifhaupt had con- 
ceived the hopes, and determined on means for extend- 
ing the plots of the Seft to theutmoft boundaries of Em- 
pires. 

It was on the ift of May, 1776, that Weifhaupt laid 
the firft foundations of his Iilununifm. The lift of adepts 
ft i zed among their Archives fhows his name infcribed 
on that day at the head of the Regifter; on the fame day 
^*0*-MaUenhaufen and Tiberius - Merz were declared 
Areopagites.f It is true that he felefted thefe two firft 
adepts from among his pupils who were ftudying the law 
under him at the univerfity of Ingolftadt; thefe were ge- 
nerally young men from eighteen to twenty, a moft dan- 
gerous age, when the paflions eafily lay open the un- 
guarded mind to the reduction of Sophiftry. Weifhaupt 
could not overlook fo fair an opportunity of forming a- 
poftles, who, returning home when they had finiihed their 
ftudies, might, under his direction, continue the fame ca- 
reer of feduftion which he himfelf carried on at Ingol- 
ftadt. Atrocioufly impious, we fee him in the firft year 
of his Illuminifm aping die God of Chriftianity, and or- 
dering y^ar-Maflenhauien in the following terms to pro- 
pagate the doftrines of his new gofpel: 44 Did not Chrift 
44 fend his Apoftles to preach his Gofpel to the univerfe? 
44 You that are my Peter, why fhould you remain idle at 
44 home, go then and preach.” J 

* See the Memoirs of a Proteftant Minifter on the Illami' 
nets. 

f Original Writings, Se$. TV. 

t Hat doch Chriftus auch feine apofte! in die welt gefehiekt, 
und warum follte ich metnen Petrus zu haufe laden? lie ct pre- 
dicate . — Original Writings , Letters to /Jjax, 19 thScpt. 1776. 
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The modern Cephas had not waited for the orders df 
fiis matter to give him proofs of his zeal. In the enthu-* 
fiafmof his firft fervor, and during the very month of hii 
inftallation, he had a&ed the part of Infinuator to Xave- 
Hus Zwack.* We (ball foon fee him outwitted by his 
pupil ; but Co great a conqucft covered a multitude of fins 
of which he was afterwards guilty. By the name of Cat& 
we fes Zwack pafs under the direction of VVeifhaupthim- 
ftlf, and he foon became his favorite difcipfe. He may be 
laid to have robbed his Infinuator of the honor of hav- 
ing founded the Lodges at Munich; and it was througft 
the means of this new apoflle that the Se< 5 t made that ra- 
pid progrefs which Weifhaupt boafts of in his fetter to 
:Tiberius-Mcrz> 13th May, 1 778: 

w It is with great pleafure that I can inform you of the 
Kc happy progrefs my Order is making: knowing hovfr 
“ anxious you are for its welfare; and that you have pro- 
“ mifed to contribute to its fuccefs by all the means in 
“ your power, I mutt inform you, that in a few days I fhail 

be able to found two Lodges at Munich. The firft will 
€t be compofed of Cato , of Hertel, to whom I have giveii 
** the name of Marius , and of MafTenhaufen, whom we 

call Ajax, Thefc three vyill receive their inftru&ions 
€L in direft line from me. You alfo fhail have a feat in 
Cl their council when at Munich. I have been obliged to 
tc fix Ajax there, though lie might have been of great ufc 
u to me; for he was the firft to whom I opened myfelf 
c< on the fubjeft; and he alfo recruited Cato forme. Had 
tc I to begin again, I certainly would not make choice of 
Ci him; but I have fo clipped his wings that he can no 
cc longer play off any of his intrigues. I dofft leave him 
* c in poffdfion of a Tingle halfpenny of our funds; they 
tc are entrufted to Af arias . Cato is the main fpring 
ct at Munich, and the man who condu&s every thing. It 

* Jh the Third Volume of thefe Memoirs, page 9, in the 
Kote, it is faid, “ it is clear that Zwack was only initiated 
4t ten months after the two adepts Ajax and Tiberius , n In 
place of ten we fliould read twenty-two months, as J meant to 
ipeak of bis inftallation among the Areopagites, which only 
took plac'* on the 2 2d of rtb. 1778. (Original Writings , Vot . 
J, See/, IV. J; but he had been received into the Order on thfe 
a<)th May, 1776, as may be feen by the tablets bf Ajax. Be- 
fide, thefe tablets, and the lift juft mentioned, do not perfect- 
ly coincide. The reafon of this difference will be explained 
\vhen treating of the fnft adepts. 
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** is for that rcafon that you muft in future correlpottd 
with him. It is In this Lodge that all is regulated with 
4c regard to the general direSion of the ordtfr;'but theii 
u every thing is to be fubmitted to me for approbation. 

<c The fecorid college (or Lodge) {hall confift of the 
Cc above-named brethren, of Berger, under the name of* 
** Cornelius Scipio, and of a certain Troponero, whom we 
“ have furnamed Coriolanus , a moft excellent man for us, 
“ about forty years of age, and who has been for a long 
n time concerned in the Hamburgh trade: He is an able 
* financier, and at this very time reads public le&ures on 
finance at Munich* 

To thefe will foon be added Baader and Werftenrie- 
u der, both profeffors in the fame town. This Lodge is 
cc to attend to all local concerns, that is, to all that may 
f% be of fervice or difierviCe to us at Munich. Claudius , 
u one of Cato's coUfinS, and the young Sauer, an appren- 
u tice to a merchant, are in the Noviciate. Bcieramcr, 
cc furriamed Zoroajler , who was initiated a few days ago, 
f< is going to try his luck at Landfhut, whither we fena 
4< him to fee how it will be received there. Michel, un- 
4< der the name of Timon , and Hohenaicher fet off to the 
K attack of Freifingueru 

w You are but little acqdainted with the people of Aich- 
cc ftadt. It is enough to fay, that (counfellor) Lang, fur- 
u named Tamerlane, is Director there. His zeal has aL 
l< ready gained over to us Odin, Tajfo , Ofiris , Lucullus , 
ct Sefojlris , and Mcfcs w This is going on pretty well, I 
K think . I forgot to fay, that We have our printer at Mu- 
u nich. We are now making a new edition, and at our 
44 own expend, of Alphonfus dc Fargas on the jlrata - 
^ gems and fophifms of the Jefuits.* You (hall foon rc- 

* This fuppofed Alphonfus de Vargasy whofe calumnies a* 
gain ft the Jefuifts Weiihaupt renews with fo much eagernefs, 
is no other than Gafpar Sciopiusy far better known for the grofs- 
nefs and virulence of hi»tedious difeourfes againft thofe who 
dared differ from him in opinion, than by his erudition. He 
was particularly abulive againft Scaliger and Janies I King of 
England; the latter had him anl'wered in Spain by a fevt re 
baftinado. This was alfo the man who revenged himfeif in lb 
virulent a manner on Cafaubon and Du Pkjl* Mornai , his 
bed friends, but who had contradi<fted hirn on a point of lite- 
rature; in (hort, the man who has been alternately called the 
Attilay the Cerberus , and even the public rxecutioner o( litera- 
ture. See Moreno and Feller's DeTmnes, 
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It does not appear that he fucceeded with his two 
pons; but we fee him on the other hand making nurne* 
rous conqueils. He begins by a certain Schleich, with 
whom he is much delighted, and who on his firft admis- 
lion prefented the Order with whatever books Weilhaupt 
chofe to fcleCl from his library. Then comes a man fur- 
named Luculiusy who, while only in his noviciate, begins 
by W cifbaupt’s exprefs command to a£t the part of Infi- 
puator to the Baron Eckert, who was fuppofed to be a 
great prize . In fhort there was a number of young mei| 
whom Weifhaupt perfuaded to come and finifli their edu- 
cations at his univerfity, that he might be able to com- 
plete their initiation. Such was the fuccefs he met with 
during the few months he remained at Aichftadt; and he 
yras fo overjoyed with it, that he writes to ^A'-Maffen- 
haufen, w I have moft certainly done more during thi$ 
** vacation than all of you have done together*.” Though 
pbliged to return to his public fun&ions of teacher at the 
univerfity of Ingolftadt, he left this new Lodge in pos- 
fefiion of fuch a fund of illuminizcd inftru&ion, that Aich- 
ftadt was foon looked up to as the model of Lodges; and 
the predeli&ion which Wcilfiaupt ever after retained for 
it is obfervable. He often propofes it as an example to 
thofe adepts who became lukewarm ip the fervice of the 
$e&. It was alfo the Lodge which he had the moftgrofs,. 
ly irqpofed upon as to the origin of the Seel, and which 
hemoft ridicules in his confidential letters to Gato-IL wack, 
when he fays, cc The greateft of our myfterics muft be the 
* c novelty of the Ol der, The fewer perfons there are in 
<l the fecret, the better we (hall thrive; at prefent you, and 
# Merz are the only two that know the fecret, nor do I 
<c mean to tell it to any one elfe for a long time to come, 
<c As to our fellows at Aickjladt , there is not one of them 
<{ that knows nor is there one who tvould nctfivear on 
t£ his life and death that the Order is cider than Methn - 
% **falem\.” * 

On his return to Ingolftadt, Weifbaupt applied himfelf 
to the means of combining his fun&ions of Do<£h>r of 
Laws with thofe of Founder of a Secret Society, whofe 
future purpofe was the total fubverfion of every law. He 
fulfilled the former part of his duty with fuch afiiduity, 

• To Ajax, Let. 4. 

Orig. Writ. Let. 2, to PkiUp-Strozzi or Cato- Ztyack, 
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end with fucb an appearance of candor, that he was cho* 
(en Superior of the univerfity. This new dignity only 
added to his hypocrify. The fame year, fo far was h$ 
from lofing fight of his tenebrous plots, that he formed a 
fecret fchool, wherein he amply cognter-balanced the le$- 
fons he was obliged to give in public; and by means of 
this new jpecies of fcholars he ftored up abundant mean^ 
for the propagation of his Illuminifm. At once Superior 
and ProfefTor of the univerfity, he made ufe of this dou- 
ble title to infpire the parents of his fcholars with new 
confidence, He converted his houfe into one of thofe 
boarding-houfes where young men, perpetually under the 
eyes of their matters, are fuppofed to be better preferved 
from the dangers which threaten them ajt that age. Se- 
yeral letters demonftrate the intention of this monftrous 
pedagogue to offer his houfe and table to the young ftu- 
dents of the univerfity as a means of attaining his baleful 
ends. He folicited fathers and mothers to entruft their 
children to his care; and overjoyed at having obtained fo 
precious a depofit, he exultingly writes to his adepts^ 
M that the young Baron of Schroeckenberg, and the young 
Hoheneicher, are to be boarded with him.” He then 
adds, c< And thefe gentlemen alfo muji fw allow the bait 
'that is thrown to them." Wnen he had obf^rved th^ 

f reat facility that this fecret fchool gave him of feducing 
is difciples, he writes, “ Next year alfo I will take board*- 
* ers at njy houfe, always with a view to forward the 
u grand objeftf* Should it come to pafs that he coubj 
not perfuade the parents to intru# any of his young audi- 
tors to his care, efpecially when he had call nis views oij 
them, h^then had houfes near him and in his intereft, tp 
Which he would entice the young pupils, lett he fhould lofe 
£ght of them. It is on a fimilar occafion that he writes 
to jfjaX) cc I fee no other lodging for you in our neigh- 
* borhood but at my mother’s. I fhould be exceffiyely 
u happy ifrthat would do for you ; and more particularly 
a fo, as fhe would make no difficulty in allowing you the 
4C key of the houfe-door. I do not wifh to force you to 
* go there if you can find a better; but the great advan* 
tare of this would be , that / foould always have a pre - 
* tence for going to your chamber ; and there we coulrf 

' f Orig. Writ, Vo!, i. Let. i; to Ajax, Let. a p, to fqtfp 






Digitized by Google 



i6 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY} 

44 more eaftly than at my houfe difcourfe together without 
44 any one’s knowing a word of the matter ; Our union 
44 would be more fecret 

Let not the reader be furprized at feeing me defcend to 
all thefe particulars. I am defcribing the infant (late of a 
Sefl, and the founder forming his firft difciples. Such 
means might be defpifed by fome; but this was not the 
cafe with our prototype of rebellion; he Icarcely ap- 

f ears to venture beyond the porch of his own habitation, 
^et the wolf alone; in the thickets of the foreft (he fuc- 
kles her young ; they grow in ftrength, and we foon be- 
hold them carrying the palpitating remnants nof flocks to 
gorge the ravenous maw of her who taught them to de- 
vour. Scarcely had Weifhaupt dedicated his fecret fchool 
for the fpace of two years to his Illuminifm, when his 
adepts, worthy of fuch difaftrous plans, (allied forth to 
fpread the baneful poifons. Let the reader judge of the 
importance of his means by the fuccefles attending on 
them ; let him reflect on them while Weiflxaupt (hall be 
his own hiftorian in the following letter : 

44 In future,” fays he to his two famous AreopagiteS 
• Cato and Mar itt r, 44 you will a flume a different tone with 
44 Timon and Hoheneicher, as I have let them into the 
44 whole fecret; I have even difclofed myfeif to them as 
44 founder of our Order; and I have done it for many rea- 
* Tons. 

u Firft, Becaufe they are to be tbemfelves founders of 
tc a new colony at Freyfinguen , their native country , and 
44 on that account ftand in need of more particular inftruc- 
44 tions as to the whole tendency of the Order, which 
44 were much too long to have been given by fetter.* I 
44 profit of every inftant while they remain with me to 
44 prepare them for every thing. • 

44 Second! v, Becaufe they muft in the mean time infi- 
14 nuate the iSaron D’E ••• and fome other Jludents. 

44 Thirdly, Becaufe H ” (this H — — is evident- 

ly the above-mentioned Hoheneicher, the Yery perfon of 
whom W eifhaupt fays, when enticing him to board with 
him, He jhall Jwallow the bait) 44 is* too well acquaint- 
44 ed with my ftyle of writing and of thinking, not to have 
44 foon found out that the whole was of my own inveu- 
41 tion. 


* Orig. Wriu£ct. j, to dja*. 
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* Fourthly, Becaufe of all my boat dors of lajl year ho 

* was the only ON£ who had not been made acquainted 
u with the whole bufmefs • 

44 Fifthly, Becaufe he has offered to contribute to our 
u fecret library at Munich, and will furnifo 9s with feve- 

* ral important articles belonging to the chapter of Frey - 
44 fnguen. 

44 And, Laftly, Becaufe after three months more in- 
€t ftrudson, which I have to give them, they will both be 
44 enabled to render us the moft important fervices. M * 

From this letter we may evidently infer, firft, that of 
all the young men who boarded with Weifhaupt during 
the firft year of his confpiracy not a fingle one efcaped 
his dark defigns: Secondly, that they were not only ini- 
tiated in the myfteries, but even in the moft profound 
myfteries, that, for inftance, in which he reveals himfelf 
to be the founder of his Illuminifm, which is pointed out, 
in the Code as the laft fecret, and only to be imparted to 
the moft confunamatc adepts, f Thirdly, that before he 
had initiated his boarders into all his fecrets, he ufed theqi 
as tools fbr the fedudion of other ftudents of the univerfi- 
ty, whom he had hot been able to entice to his table.— 
Fourthly, that at the very period when W eifhaupt reftores 
his pupils to their parents, their fedudion is complete; 
and that when thele young men quit the univerfity, as 
having accompli filed the ftudy of the laws of their coun- 
try, they depart for their natai foil imbued with the prin- 
ciples and initiated in all the means by which they are to 
overturn thofe very laws which they are fuppofed to have 
been ftudying, and annihilate all religion, fociety, and pro- 
perty. — Fifthly, the reader is not to forget the vapor t ant 
articles which the young Hoheneicher promifes to fteal 
from the library of the Chapter of Freyfinguen, and with 
which he is to enrich the fecret library of the Sed. Such 
an adion could only be a confequence of Weifhaupt’s 
grand principle of morality, that a ufeful theft could not be 
criminal y or that thole fame means which the wicked em- 
ploy for an evil end are juftifiable when employed for the 
attainment of a good end. It is the fame principle which 
begins by plundering the libraries of the ciergy,as the firlfc 

* Original Writings, Vol. i. Let- x*, to Cato and Manvr. 

t See the Code, Vol. 3. Chap iv on the Grand ■Myfteries, 

Page a83. 
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ttep towards the plundering of their eftates ; which food* 
tinder the pretence of general utility and nectlfity for the * 
fupport of the premeditated revolution, will invade the 
property of the Nobles and of the Rich, of the Merchant* 
the Hufbandman, and the Mechanic, pillaging all, and 
Mailing the molt diftant hope they may have conceived of 
prefer ving the fmalleft remnant of their fluttered fortune 
from the general wreck. When the hHlorian fliall come 
to treat of thefe great revolutionary fpoliations, reverting 
to the prime fource, he will find himfelf in the midlt of a 
Sedl calling itfelf Uluminees, a fchool of methodized rob- 
bers thieving by principle, whente Wcifhaupt fends hi$ 
apoftlesof depredation, and brigand adepts; Soonwefhall 
behold them boafting of other fpoliations. The leflons of 
the fecret cavern fhall fpread around, and the adept, anni- 
hilating all property as well as blafphcming all govern- 

• tnent and all religion, fliall do homage to their mailer pre- 
fiding over his fccret fchool. 

The two new adepts, formed with fo much dare to thfc 
arts of fedudtion, at length received their million, and the 
town of Freyfinguen, under the appellation of Thebes , be- 
comes the fourth colony. About the lame time the adepts 
of the two Lodges at Munich fliowed fo much zeal for 
the propagation of the mylleries, that Wcifliaupt after 
having calculated on their and his own fuccefs,did not he- 
iitate at writing to them, “ If you do but continue with 
cc the fame zeal, we (hall in a little time be mailers of oiir 
a whole country * that is to fay, of all Bavaria^ 

The reader mull not, however, think that his views 
were circumltfibcd to this Electorates he foon writes to 
his Areopagites, defiring them to make choice, from 
among the foreigners who were then at Munich* of per* 
fons who might be inftrudled, initiated, and font to found 
new colonies at Augfbourg , RatiJbon y Sa/tzbourg, Land - 
fi)ut y and in different parts cf Frantonia.\ At the time 
he wrote thefe inllrudtions he had already fent his miffion^ 
aries to the Tyrol and into Italy. J The part, or rather 

• the multiplicity of parts, which he a died at Ingollladt td 
enfure the fuccefs of his undertaking are as inconceivable 

* Or;g. Writ. Vol. t. Let. 16, 1 4th of November, 1778. 

W ennjiefo JortJahren, *u//V frit rin'tger zeit fo gebort in kurzet 
, Zeri u>fcr vat ct land unx, 

i iDid. La. 39, J Ibid. Let. *6. 
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is ttiey were real. He gives us a firiaTI /ketch of his aft}** 

Vity when he writes to Cato,propofing himfelF aS a model i 
** Do as I do, avoid large companies* But do not think 
u of remaining idle if yoil with to acquire any influence 
u in this world. W-ait a while; the hour is coming, and 
it will come foon, when you will have a great deal to do* 

Cl Remember Sejanus, who fo well aflumed the £hara£tcf 
u of an idle man, and who tranfocSted fo much bufineft 
* c without appearing to tranfa< 5 l any; erat aulem Sejanut 
* l otlofo Jimillimus , nihil agendo multa agens never had 

a coni'picator better laid down the precept or given the ex- 
*ample than Wei/haupt. 

Apparently tranquil at Ingolftadt, Wei/haupt had a 
far better cloak for his confpiracies than Sejanus’s idle- 
nefs. A Teeming afliduity in his duty, a great fhow of 
fceal and erudition in his expounding of the laws, eafily 
mi fled people to believe that His whole time and talents » 
were engrofled with the ftudy of them; arid, if We are to 
'credit his 0W11 account, Ingolftadt had never witnefled a 
profefTor fo well calculated to add new luftre to its yni- 
verfity. The public functions of profeflor of the laws, 
and the fecret arts of feduccr in private, had not made him 
’forget that he Was alfothe founder of Uluminifm, and that 
in this latter qtlality he had to fofma code of laws, which 
were at once to annihilate eveVy other law, all religion, 

*and all property. At the time when he initiated his firit 
adepts, he was far from having perfected that code of ini- 
‘quity; and perhaps in the ftrict fenfe of the word Wei- 
ihaupt had deviated from the common rules of prudence, 
in giving way to fuch ardor for the propagation of the Or- 
tler, fending his apoftles and initiating his difciples before 
he had completed the code of laws which was to regulate 
their conduct.* But fuch an impetuofity cannot be conli- 
dered in this prototype of rebellion as a want of forefight, 
t>r as an excefs of confidence. He knew that years and 
experience were nccelTary to perfe£t that gradual fyftem 
of initiations and of trials which his Novices were to un- 
dergo ; and artfully to prepare thofe impious and fophifti- 
*ated difeourfes to be pronounced by his Hierophants; ia 
a word, to complete that concatenation of artifice which 
* Was to regulate the conduct of his Regents, Directors, and 
Areopagites. He could not endure the idea of facrificing 

* Let. r> to Cato. 
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lo many years to mere theoretic projeds* He would, lit 
his firft effays, make conquefts that weft to enfure him 
ftill greater ones on a future day, which he had already 
calculated. He knew his own talents too well to enter* 
tain the leaft doubt of fuccefs ; he foreiaw how far he could 
perfe& thofe fyftems which he had as yet only conceived, 
and hewifhed to have ready at hand a numerous clan of 
dilciples difoofed to receive his new gofpel, and apoftles 
who fhould need onlv to be initiated in his laft myfterie's. 
When his code, completed, was to be font to the tenebrous 
recefles of his different colonies. 

Such were his views, and fuch the confidence he had in 
the tranfcendency of his own genius for wickednefs,wheti 
he wrote at different times to his firft adepts, 4C Do not 
€i trouble yourfelf about future degrees. The day will 
€t come when you (hall view with aftonifhment what I 
u have done on that fcore. In the mean time, be it your 
u care to enltft men for me,) prepare knights forme , injtruft 
<c them , itfpofe them y amufe them, and leave the rejl to me. 
<c The whole of your bufinefs confifts in adding to the 
c< lumbers. Allow yourfelves to be direfited, and obey 
c< for a year or two longer, and give me time to lay mt 
u foundations, for that is the eJJ'cntial point ; and nobody 
ct underjlands that part better than I do. If thefe foun* 
c< dations are once laid, ymx may then do what you pleafe; 
c< and though you Wi re to try, I would defy you to over * 
u throw my edifice”* 

This defperate method of proceeding muft have given 
rife to many difficulties; but Weifhaupt overcame tftem 
all. By provifional regulations and private inftru&ions 
he fupplied the deficiency of this incomplete code, and he 
was equal to the talk. The greateft obftacles he met with 
came from thefe very Areopagitcs from whom he had ex* 
pe&ed the greateft fupport. V illains will difagree even 
in tbeir villainy; imd, impatient of the laws of the ftate, 
they become impatient of the laws of their own leaders. 
Weifhaupt wi (lied to take advantage of their views, but 
had no intention of imparting his to them; he knew his 
own fuperiority in the black arts too well, he wiihed for 
agents and not counlellors and co-legiflator$. JealouficS 
and inteftinc broils rofe to fuch a height, that any other 

* Extra&s from Let. 8, to Ajax % From Letters to Cato, and 
to the Areopagitcs particularly from Let. 59, Yol. 1. 
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But Weifhaupt would have thought that his infant aflo- 
ciation mull have been crulhed in its very cradle ; but he 
found means of weathering the dorm ; now negotiating, 
then defpotically commanding; fuppliant like, he enters 
into agreements, and ends by dilating conditions ; pray- 
ers, excufes, all are means with him to command fubmis- 
fion; he even fhowed himfelf difpofed to facrifice all the 
fruits of his pad labors ; he threatened to abandon his re- 
bellious brethren to themfelves, and to undertake the di- 
rection of a new fociety more powerful and dronger dill, 
ill as much as he would render it more fubmiflive.* In 
the midd of all thefe broils, he alone continued and per- 
fected that code which would have required the talents of 
twenty Machiavels. Storms indeed appeared only to fti- 
mulate his ardor and aCtivity; and he fays himfelf, when 
writing to his dear Cato, w I am once more at open war 
K with all our people; that does no harm , it enlivens the 
u machine ; but if I underdand the part I have to aCt, I 
c< can neither praife nor wink at faults committed. Mean 
u while our affairs go on very well; and provided they 
** follow my directions the general fydem will have loft 
u nothing.”! Night and day , in the midd of thefe broils, 
&s he fays, meditating , writings and combinings all that 
could perfeCt, ftrepgthen, or propagate his Illuminifm ei- 
ther in the whole or part, he neverthelefs held his profefs- 
orfhip with applaufe, he overlooked his fccret fchool, he 
formed new adepts, and from his fanCtuary watched and 
overlooked his miffionaries in their provinces and new co- 
lonies. By means of the §>uibus Licet 9 s he would defeend 
into the minuted particulars of their conduCt, direCt them 
in their undertakings, point out to them what might be 
done, and reprimand diem for what they had not done to 
promote his views. Voltaire's correfpondence under this 
head is immenfe; but it is not to be compared to Wei- 
(haupt’s; not a letter of all thofe feized by the arm of the 
law but bears the damp of the comfummate confpirator; 
not a letter that does not allude to the myderies or to fome 
new artifice; that does not point out the candidates to be 
enticed, the adepts to be advanced, animated, repreffed, or 
reprimanded ; in fhort, the enemies who are to be guard- 
ed againft and the prote&ors to be courted. His apodles 

• Vol. i. Let. %$* a?, fo; Vol. a. Let. ij, 19, ait &c.icc# 

t Vol. a. Let. 19. 
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are on the fpot in their different millions, while he, front 
his head-quarters, appears to be better acquainted with 
thofe who lurroundcd them than they are themfelves. Ho 
goes fo far as to inform them of the rank, political .or cu 
vil ftatioo, and even of the private charades of thofe 
whom they are to recruit j he gives them the means, men-» 
tions the peifons who are to fecond them, and whatcom-. 
panics they ought to frequent, in order to fucceed in their 
undertakings fine, he animates, threatens, and repri-J 
mands his adepts, juft as if they were ftill boarding with 
him, though perhaps at many hundred miles diftance.— 
Scarcely have they made any new conqueft when he dU 
reels them in the fame manner, and at once governs tlfe 
main fpring and every fubfervient power throughout thq 
whole Order. His correfpondence will (how him on the 
fame day writing of the laws neceflary for the further 
cflablifement of his Order, of treaties to be m^de,of plari^ 
of corqmcr^e, and of the moft impious commerce, . to en-» 
rich his jiluminifm T At length, with all the hypocrify of 
a man who aflumes the charatter of an idler, or at leaft of 
pne only fulfilling that which his' public duty exacts frpnj 
him, he aims at the fupremac^/ over every confplrihg Sc£t # 
'He gets hinifelf received a h ree-mafon, he dives into thq 
fecrets of the occult lodges of the Roficruqiaqs, and blend? 
their confpiring arts with his own.* He next forms a*i 
alliance, and from the bottom of Bavaria correfponds with 
thofe federations which' the free-rnafons of Poland werp 
preparing ; and left any of thefe revolutionary arts fhoulcj 
be loft, he makes large collections, which might be called 
the grand arfenal for the feduCtion of nations 5 and thefe 
are to become the foundations of fecrct libraries for thp 
life of the adepts. He never lofes light of thofe profits 
which accrue from the fccrct prefles, which were perpe- 
tually difgorging poilon into the minds of the people.—** 
For the further rcplcnifhmeut of his coffers, he fets all 
the talents of his adepts to work 5 fume ate to contribute 
pamphlets, profe or verfe, or journab, while others are ttj 
coliedl all the impious do&nn£s and calumnies of anti-» 
quity, or to compofe libels on fubjeCls which he gives 
tfiem j and, for his own part, he undertakes to burlefque 
£he Prophets and the Lamentations, and to convert the 
hiftory of the church into a romance replete with catum* 

# Let. 6, to /ljax % and Let. 36, to Catf « 
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ny.* The facred writings mention a Devil that was ra- 
ped Legion , from the innumerable evils he brought upon 
mankind; were we to confider the fatal aftivity of Wei- 
Ihaupt in every impious and rebellious art, \ye fhould be 
tempted to believe that he had been poflefled by this evil 
fpirit, and that it was to that devil he owed all his fuccafs. 
As yet the very exiftence of the Order had not been 
fufpe&ed at Ingolftadt, though there were already in Ba- 
varia alone, five Lodges at Munich ; other Lodges and 
Colonies at Freyfinguen, at Lanfberg, at Burghaufen, and 
at Straubing. Wejfcaupt was on the eve of founding 
others at Ratifbon and Vienna; many bad been eftablilh- 
cd in Suabia, Franconia, and Tyrol. His apoftles were 
working at the fame time in Holland and at Milan. His 
illuminifm had not been founded three years, when he 
writes to Cato that h6 has more than a tboufand adepts .f 
He was much indebted to his own zeal arid activity for 
fuch a rapid progrefs. I cannot flatter the hiflorian with 
the hopes of an accurate account of the whole Legion; 
but I can fatisfy his curiofity, I think, with refpeft to thofe 
who the moft a&ively feconded Weilhaupt, and who af- 
ter their founder appear the mofl: conspicuous on the re- 
cords of the Se&# 

E 

• Vol. i, Let. 6* to djax> to Cato, 3$,&c* Tp Pbilip-Stroz • 
Let. a, & pafHm, Vol. a, Let. a a, ct palEra. 
f Orig. Writ. Vol. i , fee Let. a;, to Cato, 13th Abenmeh* 
1 Ml, that ii to lay, 13th Nov. 1778. 
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C'lto-X a- 

verius 

Zwack. 


CHAP. II. 


Of the principal Adepts during the frjl Epoch of Illtt- 
minifrn . 

O F this legion of Confpirators, which, as early as the 
third year of Illuminifm, Wtilhaupt computes at 
more than a tboufand >* Xaverius Zwack is certain- 
ly the moft confpicuous among the adepts. He is ftiled 
the itrcomparahle \ and the greater part of the letters print- 
ed in the Original Wrtthtgs are written to him, particu- 
larly thofe which comprehend the cleared account of the 
myfteries; in fhort, his favor was fuch, that the founder 
of the Se& apoftrophifes him faying, 44 Now you are in a 
* 4 poft where nobody can be above you but yourfelf ; you 
C4 are exalted above all the Brethren; an immenfe held 
44 opens itfdf for you to exert your power and your influ- 
44 ence, fhould we fuceeed in propagating our fydems.^f 
Such a diftinftion and fuch favor naturally fuppofe great 
merit. Happily, an incontrovertible monument exifts 
which will diredt the Hiftormn in his judgment, and ren- 
der unneceflary any further refearch. It is to be found at 
the end of thefirft Volbmeof the Original Writings, under 
the title of Tablets reletting to Dana us, written by Ajax, 
%\Jl December , 1776. Danaus is the firft charaderiftic 
name that was given to Zwack when only a candidate, 
The fadt is evident, as in the firft column of the Tablets 
we find the brother Danaus deferibed by his own name : 
Ajax , that is, MafTenhaufen, ads the part of Scrutator. 
— Should this ftatement not be very flattering, we may 
at lea ft conclude that the failings and vices of the adept 
are not exaggerated, fince the Scrutator declares, that it 
is bv the extreme intimacy and friendfhip in which he liv- 
ed with the Candidate that he has been enabled to make 
this conqueft, and terminates the tablet by ftatiug the 
Candidate to be one of thofe Sages who has all the ne- 
celfary qualifications to be admitted into the Order.— 

# Original Writings, Let. aj, tp Cato . 
f Ibid. Vol. i, Let. a;. 
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Thefe tablets are alfo a lalling monument of the rapid 

{ ►rogrefs Weilhaupt had made, even in thofe early days of 
Uuminifm, in the fcrutinizing arts j nor will they prove 
an unfaithful ftandard by which the Hiftorian may judge 
of the merits of thofe confpirators, whom the founder fe- 
Ie&s as worthy of his rnoft intimate correfpondence. Let 
us begin by fupprel&ng that difguft which naturally drives 
the honeft heart from dwelling on fuch delpicable en- 
gines of rebellion, remarkable only for their vices, and 
proceed from thefe tablets to depiti the features which 
are in future to ftand as the model for all thofe who are 
to recruit Candidates for the Sett. Let nations and the 
people at large learn what a miferable banditti of thieves 
and libertines pretend to regenerate them, and how bafe- 
ly they arc duped by them who ftirred up the Revolu- 
tion. 

The Tablets, whence Weifhaupt is to learn the me- x^eferibed 
rits and demerits of the future Cato of his Order, are di- ln l | ie 
vided into feventeen columns, each relating to a different lets of his 
head. The name, the age, the civil dignity, the deferip- Infiauator. 
tion of his perfon, the civil and moral ch<u*atter of the 
candidate, are all treated of feparately. Th^n follow the 
ftudies he is additted to, the fervices the Order may ex- 
pett from him, the progrefs he has /made, the degrees con^ 
ferred on him, the fecret manuferipts or books left to him, 
the contributions he has paid j his friends, his protestors, 
his enemies, and the perfons with whom he corrdponds, 
are each feparately treated of. 

Under thefe columns is to be found a fecond table alfo 
fubdivided, and containing oblervations on the family, and 
particularly of the father and mother of the candidate, 
made by the fame Scrutator. Combining thefe two ta- 
bles we find, u That Francis Xaverius Zwack was fon 
44 of Philip Zwack, commiilary of the Chamber des Comp- 
u tesy and was born at Ratifbon: That at the time of ins 
tc initiation (29th May, 1776) he was twenty years of 
44 age, and had finifhed his college education.” 

u The defeription of his peifon. He was then about 
u five feet high. His perfon emaciated by debauchery ; his 
44 conftitution bordering on melancholy;* his eyes of a 
44 dirty grey, weak and tanguijhing\ — his complexion pale 


I. 

Column. 


IT. 

Column. 


# Dsr ganze baa feines durch debauche mager gewordenen 
Lorper indiniert nun zum meiancolifchen temperament. 
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6 and fallow his health weak, and much hurt by fir- 
u queat diforders; — his nofe long, crooked, and booked. 
**• — Hair light brown; — gait precipitate;— bis eyes a/- 
f< ways caft towards the grdund,— under the nofe and on 
* each fide of the mouth a mole. 

Ill u The moral character, religion , conftienc*. His heart 
Column. a tender, andmoft extraordinarily philanthropic, but ftoic 
when in a melancholy mood; otherwife a true friend* 
44 circumfped, referved, extremely fecret,— often fpeaking 
^ advantageoufly of himfelf,- — envious of other people’s 
** perfedions— voluptuous, endeavoring to improve him- 
6 felfi^ — little calculated for numerous afl'emblies —choleric 
^ and violent , but eafily appeafed— willingly giving his 
“ private opinions, when one has the precaution to praife 
cc him , though contradicting him — a lover of novelties—* 
4< on religion and confcience widely differing from the re - 
a ceived ideas ; and thinking precifely as he ought, to he - 
u come a good member of the Order . 

“ His favorite Jluaies , fervtces he can render 

<c f* Urder. Moft particularly addided to philofophy 
w — having fome knowledge of the la ws-^— fpeaking F rench 
4< and Italian verycorredly — at prefertt attempting to get 
cc himfelf placed in the foreign department— a perfect 
44 majler in the arts of dijjimu lotion-, a proper perf on to 
4< be received into the Order, as applying himfelf particu- 
44 iarly to the ftudy of the human heart. 

Friends , correspondence , company . — Here die Infinua- 
tor names five or fix perfons, friends to the candidate.-* 
Among them we find a certain Sauer and a Berger, both 
of whom foon after appear on the regifters of the Sed. 

Thefe three columns contain the name of Ajax as In- 
finuator — The day when the candidate was inlinuated— 
and when received. 

w Of the means of gaining and leading the Candidate * 
44 and whether he is acquainted with any other fecret fo - 
“ citties. — Here it appears that Zwack: was already cort- 
4< neded with other fecret focieties, which made the con- 
“ quefi rather more difficult. — The intimacy of our friend- 
“ Jkip,((dys the Inlinuator) and particularly the care which 
I took to aflinne a myfterious tone and appearance, lev- 
4t elled many difficulties. — At p refen t he expreffes a great 
“ ardor and zeal for the Order. 

X. u Predominant pajftons — Pride, love of glory , probity , 

Column. <c t-ajuy pr o joked — an extraordinary propenfity for mys- 


V. X 

Column. 


vr. VII. 

VIII. 
Columns. 

IX. 

Column. 
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u teries — * perpetual cuftom of [peaking of himfelf and 
u of his own perfections” 

In the eleventh column we are informed* that the can- 
didate had received a ptnfum to fill up* or a difeourfe to 
make, and that it was to be finilhed on the 29th April* 
1778. 

The twelfth mentions the fortune and revenue of the 
candidate; but the Editor has left the figures in blank. 

The two next (how, that the day on which Zwack en- 
gaged to pay his contribution for 1777 was the 29th of 
May, but for 1778 was the ift of April. That on the 
19th July 1776, he fent a Dutch Ducat, and fome time 
after two booits on Cbymiftry. 

The column in which the Infinuator notes the progrefe 
of his 4 candidate {hows, that the fecret books which had 
been given him to read were thole numbered 1, 2, 4, and 
9 — the orders which he had received are only numbered, 
as alfo the have given to recruit other Brethren . As this 
column is made ufe of to note the fucceflive prog refs of 
the candidate, the Brother Infinuator at length arrives at 
that period when Zwack has received all the informatioii 
necefiary to his admiffion into the Order. He then de- 
clares, that it is time to impart more eflential fecrets to 
him and to promote him to higher degrees. 

The fixteenth column enumerates his enemies, and the 
reafon of their enmities. In the laft we find the names of 
his friends and protestors. 

I fhould not have infilled fo much on thefe Tablets, 
had I not thought it neceffarv to give one fpecimen at 
leaft of thefe inquilitorial inliruments, in which lilumi- 
nifm grounds the choice of its adepts, and the future fuc- 
cefs of its. conspiracies.* 

• Many readers may be cuiious to know what is contained 
in the fecond table, i'ubjoined to that which deferibes die can- 
didate. It is in ten columns, comprehending the names and 
rank of Zwack’s relations, an account of their children, their 
fortune, their alliances, friends, and enemies; the company 
they keep, particularly the education they have received, and 
their moral chaiatfer, which is called their jirvng or their nveaA 
Jide . The Editor has thought proper to ortm tome aruc.es in 
this table — The two which appear tc be the mofl periefl are 
on the ft r eng and weak Jide of Zwack’s parents, who, accord- 
ing to the Infinuator, have received an antiquated education net 
worth much. 'The father is described as “ jealous ot his honor, 
u honell, zealous in the diicharge of his duty— 'apparently 




XI. 


Column. 


XU. 

Column. 


XUU 

XIV. 

Columns* 


XV. 

Column. 


XVT. 

XVII. 

Columns* 
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When we reflect on the leading features of thefe ta- 
blets, what idea are we to form of Zwack’s charafter? 
Inordinate debauchery, extreme fatuity, jealoufy, diffi mu- 
tation, and a fullen melancholy. — Such features are more 
than fufEcient to banifh him from all good company.— 
He alfo thinks on matters relating to religion and confci - 
ence as the adepts do; or, in other words, is a downright 
Atheift. With an mfatiable third after novelties , he has 
all that admiration for fecrecy which the revolutionift can 
defirc. He, moreover, profelies untverfal philanthropy for 
all mankind, that he may the better fucceed in his plots 
againft every focial law; and this could fuffice to oblite- 
rate all other failings in Xaverius Zwack, and conftitute 
him the favorite adept. 

Meanwhile the leflons of the Infinuator, togeth^- with 
that black melancholy which reigned in his heart, had 
nearly deprived Illuminilrn of the important affiftance of 
this beloved adept. To defpife death was one of the im- 
portant leflons that w.e have feen given to the novices; 
and to die by their own hands rather than difclofe the fe- 
crets of their teachers, was particularly indilled into them. 
Weilhaupt had conceived this maxim in two words. Pa- 
tet Exitus (the exit is free) or dejlroy bimfelj zvbo wi/l y 
particularly if he finds himfelf unhappy in this life. It is 
a part of that convenient maxim afterwards decreed by 
the Jacobins, That death was only an eternal Jleep . Full 
of this principle, and weary of his cxiftence, our new 
candidate had perfuaded himfelf, that ihould he die by his 
own hand he would die the death of a fage. He compos- 
ed his work, entitled, Thoughts on Suicide . They are the 


44 harfh to his inferiors, but really loving them td exceft — 
41 fpeaktng to every body with a tone of authority and in a pe- 
44 dantic ftyle — Jn his habits and fpeech impoliticly frank— le- 
4 ‘ cret, and fparing even to the want of nccelfaries when he can 
** ferve his Prince, zealoufly ferving him without diftmcUon of 
41 pcrlons, to the rifk even of lofing all his employments — 
44 feeling, humane, myflerious, officious, and proud of his ex- 
44 perienct — carefully attentive to the whole of his affairs. 

As to the mother, 44 Jhe is a good houftheeper — ahforbed in her 

44 dear child Xaverius Zwack, and lu fijith.” Many other 

things have been iiipprclfed in this latter table- But there flill 
remains more than fufRcient to give all relations of illuminees 
an idea of the methods ufed by the ferutinizing Brethren to 
pry into their moll fecret condutt, and to deferibe their ruoft 
private ictercfh to the Order. 
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fcntiments of an Atheift worn out with debauchery, and 
almoft mad with impiety.* He made his will, and wrote 
the following letter to Brother Ajax . 

44 Munich, the 30th Oft. 1777. — Friend, I am on my 
44 departure. It is the beft ftep i can take, Fare thee well; 
<c doubt not of my probity, and let it not be doubted of by 
44 others. Confirm the Sages in the judgment they are 
44 going to form on my death, andlook oh thofe who blame 
44 it with pity. Be thou an honeft man; think fome times 
44 on me, and do not let me be forgotten by the fmall num- 
44 her of our friends. Beware of pitying me. 

Z\VACK.” 

In a poftfeript he bequeaths a ring as a keepfake t# 
Brother Ajax , and begs him to forward a fecond letter to 
the whole brotherhood of Uluminifm; it is as follows: 

44 And you alfo, Brethren, I falute you for the laft time; 
44 1 thank you for your good intentions towards me. I dc- 
44 dare to you, that I was worthy of them — I declare it 
44 upon my honor, which is my only worth, and which 
44 alone 1 held facred . Let my afhes be honored by your 
44 remembrance; blefs them , while fuperjlition Jhall curft 
144 me . Enlighten yourfelves mutually, labor to render 
44 mankind happy, elleem virtue and reward it; punifli 
44 crime, and behold with pity the failings of human na- 
44 ture. On the brink of his grave, descending into it de-* 
44 liberately, and making choice of death through convic - 
44 tion , through demonjlration , choofing It for bis bappi - 
44 nefs\ it is thus that he makes his adieu, who ever re- 
44 mains your friend and Brother,! 

ZWACK.” 

Illuminifm mufl have loft its favorite adept, had he 
proved as conftant in hjs refolution as he was fcrious 
when he took it. No rcalon is given whv he conddcend- 
ed to live; but in like manner as Weilhaupt has found 
a proteftor in the perfon of tbe Duke. of Saxe-Gotha, fo 
has he been created a Privy Coup, fell or to the Prince pf 
Salm-Kirbourg, and is his ordinary agent at the Imperial 
Chamber of Wetzlar. At this prefent moment he is de- 
puty for the Houfe of Salm-Kirbourg at Raftadt, at the 
General Congrefs of the Germanic Empire, treating of 
peace with the triumphant liluminees of the French Re- 
public. He is accompanied by a Sieur Ambmann, a citizen 

# See Original, Writings, VoL 1. + ibid. 
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ofDarmftadt,andanIllumineeIikehimfelf. Hiftory,I (Up- 
pofe, willat fome future time explain how he contrived to 
combine the interefts of the Seft with thole of the Pow- 
ers which he had fworn to annihilate. But let us return 
to Zwack at a time when he little expeAed to be carried 
by the Brethren to that exalted ftation where he was to 
decide on the fate of Sovereigns. 

His Thoughts on Suicide , however, were not loft on 
his fifter-in-law, for (he really fought death, and, throw- 
ing herfelf from the top of a tower, dathed her brains 
out.* But he, who had chofen to live, took umbrage at 
the great length of his noviciate, and at the many trials 
Jjax made him undergo. He writes dire&ly to Wei- 
ihaupt, who, taking him under his dire&ion, begins by 
telling him that Jjax had impofed upon him by not for- 
warding the letter he had written to the brethren; but 
Jince he has impofed upon you , fays the inftru&or, trick 
him in your turn\ and the following was the method a- 
dopted on Weifhaupt’s propofal. Zwack is eftabliihed 
Inipe&or over hiS own Infmuatorjf and he then gave 
the moft evident proofs that his chara&er had been well 
drawn, when it was faid that he was a perfeft majier of 
the arts of diJJimulation\ for although he now became the 
confident and bofom friend of Spartacus , and. was con- 
fequendy initiated in all the myfteries of the Seft, he ne- 
verthelels continued to adt the part of a Novice with his 
Infinuator. He was not only it that time a member of 
the College of Areopagites, but alfo the fuperior of it, 
and in a perpetual and dire& correfpondence with Wei- 
Ihaupt. He a£fced his part fo well, that Jjax, ftilj confid- 
ering him as his fcholar, thought to do him a great fa- 
vor in (ho wing him a few of Weifhaupts’s letters; but 
they had already pafled through the fchowrs’ hands, as did 
every writing coming from Spartacus to Jjax. 

This part which Zwack a&ed, of wfpedting him who 
thought himfelf his infpedlor, explains that apparent con- 
tradiction between the tablets written by Jjax and the 
lift of the firft adepts, which is to be fecn in die Original 
Writings.^ In the former Jjax looks upon Xaverius 
JZwac k as a mere candidate till the 29th May, 1778, and 
in the latter he is ftyled an Areopagite on the 22d Feb* 

# Ibid in the Note. 

f Let. x, to Philip. Strozzi. % VoL I. Se£t. IV; 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL PART. 


41 


^778, under the chara&eriftic of Cato> and a few months 
after he appears to be the next in command after the Spar - 
tacus of the Order.* Never was an Infinuator better un T 
dermined by his novice. 

The different names under which this adept appears 
jn the Original Writings has been a matter of fome dif- 
ficulty to many readers; but on paying attention to that 
_ predilection, always increaiing, which Weifhaupthad con- 
ceived for this adept, the difficulty vanifhes. At firft 
Zwack had received the infignificant name of Danaus$ 
but no fooner was Spar tacus made acquainted with his 
hatred for kings, than he furnames him Philip Strozzi 
after that famous Florentine Confpirator* who, having 
murthered Alexander de Medicis, was afterwards taken 
jn open rebellion againft his fovercign, and plunged a 
.dagger into his own breaft, reciting that verfe dictated by 
all the fury of vengeance: 

Exoriare aliquis noftrii ex offibus ultor. 

The fuicide, though it did not take place, was equally 
meritorious in Weifhaupt's eyes; and hence Zwack is 
created the Cato of Illuminifm. It is under that name 
that he become^ the principal agent and beloved dilciple 
of the foqnder at Munich; and their mutual fympathy in 
wickednSfc has perpetuated their intimacy. 

Though he had not all the genius of Weilhaupt him- 
felf, he was as much prone to the commiffion of crime.— 
Scarcely had he entered the Order when, for his firft es- 
fay, he declares himfelf a downright Atheiftjf he, at the 
fame time, makes known his hatred for kings, and his ad- 
miration of the people in rebellion againft their pretended 
tyrants. J We may obferve fome of the firft adepts afto- 
nifhed at the immenfity of the crimes and difafters which 
Weifhaupt was preparing for the uni verfe; and it re- 
quires fome management to prepare them for fuch horrid 
plots. But his Cato is always ready for every thing. The 
incomparable Cato was arrived at tbe heigh of his my$~ 

F 


* Letter 17, to Philip Stro7zi. 

See his Difcourfe on Societies, Original Writings, Vol. I, 
Sett. XXII. 

£ See his Thoughts on Suicide. 
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t tries, and Weilhaupt had but to enroll his code of in?-* 
quity, for his fcholar could only be furpalTed by thecrimi« 
nality of invention* 

This fympathy for impiety and wickedneft, however, 
could not fuffice for Weilhaupt’s policy. His views re- 
quired a fenate of Confpirators; but a fenate of agents, 
and not of equals. The better to be obeyed by the Areo- 
pagites, he commands them to meet at a diftance from 
him; for he well underftood the nature of fecret focieties, 
and knew that his orders would be the better obeyed the 
more he enveloped himfelf in myftery, and hid hjmfelf from 
public view. I^in fpke of his mviiibility,jealoufy fliould 
arife on the part of the Areopagites, he will have an a- 
gent at their head* that Cato , who holds the exalted fta- 
tion of prefident from him, and is therefore moil intereft- 
cd to fupport the authority of the founder, his prote&or. 
And it is to preferve this preildent in his inrereftsthat we 
lee Weilhaupt ufing every artifice, and even fupplica^ 
tion; 44 fupport me then,” he fays; 44 do difpofe things lo,- 
tc and prepare their minds, that my difpofitions may be 
44 received.”* 

Weilhaupt had no reafon to regret his choice ; for dur- 
ing all thofe inteftine broils which arofe between him and 
his Areopagites on account of his defpotifin, Zwack aF- 
ways took the part of his benefa&or, was the ^icificator, 
and, ftimulating their zeal for his plots and confpiracies, 
brought them back to that refpedl due to the Spartacus 
of the Order. It is to him alfo that Illuminifm is indebt- 
ed for the progrefs it made in Munich. Cato was fo zea- 
Jous a Recruiter, that Weilhaupt was obliged feveral 
times to reprefs his ardor. He wanted his afii fiance for 
the digefting of his code, and for the government of the 
Order. In Ihort, the refult of their correfpondence proves, 
that no Areopagite either entered fo completely into his 
views, or fojuftly defer ved his confidence as Cff/o-Zwack. f 
And it may be faid with truth, that no confpirator ever 
a&ed the part of a zealous fervant of his prince with fo 
much fuccefs as this man. In the midft of his plots of Il- 
luminifm, Xaverius Zwack found means of getting him- 
felf named Gounfelhr to the Court , and Counfeller to the 
Regency , with a falary of twenty thoufand florins, Weu 

* Original Writings* Vol. I. particulatly Letter 55. 

t See the Original Writings, Letters to Cate, 
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Jhaupt, overjoyed at his promotion, compliments him, 
faying, 44 Accept my felicitations on the new appoint- 
44 ment. I could wifh that all my Areopagites were privy 
44 counfeflors with falaries of twenty thoufand florins; but 
44 I could alfo more ardently wifh, that their employments 
14 required but little time and labor, as they could then 
44 apply more clofely to the grand obje£t.”* The very 
letter in which Weifhaupt compliments his prefident is 
one of thofe to his Areopagites in which he enters into 
the particulars, and boafts of the progrefs of his confpi- 
racy. * 

The fecond of thefe Areopagites was a prieft of the IT. 
name of Hertel, furnamed Marius by the Illuminees. Marius 
It is of this perfon that Weifhaupt writes to Cato- Z wack, 

44 Our Marius is fuperlatively referved On moft occa- 
44 fions he advances with the greateft circumfpeftion; and 
44 with refpeft to religious matters let us flatter his weak- 
44 nefs. His flomach is not ftrong enough as yet to digefl 
44 the tougher morfels . On all other fubjefts you may re- 
44 ly on him. Do not give him too much work until he 
44 has acquired the habit of bufinefs, and taken a liking 
44 to the affair. If he be once brought in properly, he can 
44 render the greateft fervices.”f 

Notwithftanding all his circumfpeflion , Hertel foon fuf- 
fered himfelf to be carried away into all the dangers of fe- 
cret focieties, and fell a prey to their machinations. Since 
he had fome confcience left, Weifhaupt thought that he 
could not turn it to a better account than by making him 
treafurer to the Order, that he might by his economy and 
honefty repair the numerous breaches that had been made 
in its funds by the thefts of Ajax, The illuminized Ma- 
rius acquitted himfelf of his office much to the fatisfac- 
tion of the founder. In recompence for his fervices, the 
brethren get him nominated canonicate at Munich; and 
he was fo much amufed with this intrigue, that he wifh- 
es to divert Cato with a recital of it, but does not dare 
commit it to paper.J At the period when he came to 
take pofleffion of his canonicate, all thofe circumfpe ef ideas 
of religion had vanifhed. He deicribes himfelf as going 
from the altar to the dens of llluminifm, as publicly in- 

• Ibid. Vol. HI. Letter %. 

+ Ibid. Vol. I. Letter 7, to Cato % 17th March 1778. 

t Ibid. Letter from Marius to Cato , 3d Nov. 1783. 
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TIT. 

Celfus- 

Baader. 


veiling himfelf with an ecclefiaftical benefice, while fit 
fecret he extols the great fcrvices he has rendered to the 
brood confpiring agair.ft thelchurch ; but thefe alfo are 
fervices , he fays, too important to be committed to paper,* * * § 
They are fcrvices, however, which, 1 am fure, no reader 
can miftake, when he fees him partaking with Zwack of 
Weifhaupt’s intimacy. In the correfpondence of the lat- 
ter there arc a multitude of letters to be found dire&ed 
in common to Zwack and Hertel; there are alfo many 
inftruftions, bothabfolute and provifional, directed to the 
Areopagites; and in thefe, it is no longer the confcienti^ 
ous but the apoftate Hertel, who, after Zwack is to oc-»> 
Cupy the next place, and aft the principal part.f It is 
this unfortunate prieft who appears to have been more 
particularly charged with the care of dealing or buying 
for the ufc of the fecret libraries all thofe miferable pro- 
ductions which might form an arfcnal of impiety and re- 
bellion for the corruption of all morals.J In Ihort, it is 
he whom Spartacns felefls from among the brethren as 
the mod proper confidant when premeditating that horrid 
infanticide mentioned at the beginning of the Third Vo- 
lume of thefe Memoirs; and he behaves himfelf in fuch 
a manner as to deferve the thanks of the inceltuous pa- 
rent. § 

We find a ftill ftronger proof of what horrid monfters 
were feated in this fenate of rebellion in the perfonof CeU 
fus- Baader. Even before he is admitted into this aflo^ 
ciation, we fee him offering the depraved fecrets of his 
art to murder the innocent offspring of inceftuous pa- 
rents ; for he is that Celfus who had promifed W eifhaupt 
two years before to ufe all the powers of his art to pre- 
ferve his honor for him at the expenfe of the moft horrid 
of crimes. Without doubt it is in return for thefe offers 
of his fervices, that Weifhaupt is fo eager to number him 
among the adepts, and to grant him thofe difpenfations of 
which he fpeaks when writing to Zwack : w If I could 
u but fuccccd in enrolling the Phyfician Baader, tell me 
11 beforehand what difpenfations and privileges we could 


* Letter from Mariut to Cato% 3d Nov 1 . 1783. 

+ Ibid. Vol. 1. Sedf. IX. fee the Inflrudlions for Cato , Ma • 
rius , and Scijio. 

1 Ibid. Vcl.’l. Letter 46, and Vol. II. Letter 3, &c. 

§ ibid. Vol. II. Letter 3 and 4. 
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* grant him among the Areopagites; for unlefs fomcdis- 
44 pen fations were granted to him, we could not employ 
44 him (o a&ivcly as I could wi(h.”* This letter was foon 
followed by a (ccond, in which he expreffes in ftill clear- 
er terms the high value he places on this conqueft, and 
deferibes the intrigues played off to enfure lucccfs.— ■ 
44 In order (he writes to his Athenians) to carry my plan 
44 into execution in Athens (Munich) I ftand in need of 
44 two men — The one a Nobleman , the other a Phyjiciam 
44 Cato's unremitting zeal will foon acquire the means, and 
44 he will foon make a conqueft of what is wanting to us* 
41 The Count S . . . . (Saviolt, whom Cato bad juft in- 
44 fimiated) (hall affume the charafteriftic of Brutus, and 
44 he is one of the moft important conquefts we could have 
44 made in Athens. The following (hall be your method 
44 of proceeding with him. Let Cato continue to zSt 
44 with him as ufual, and particularly attend to his fecre- 
44 cy. After that, let him read our reformed ftatutes to 
44 the new candidate, and queftion him whether he thinks 
44 them ufeful and proper. Should Brutus anfwer in the 
44 affirmative, Cato will afic the Count whether he is ready 
44 to fecond us in our labors ; he will then tell him, that in 
44 coufideration of the important fervices he has it in his 
44 power to render to the Order, bv permitting us to make 
44 ufe of his name, we (hall be much lefs fevere with re- 
44 gard to him, in the ufual trials, and that he (hall be 
44 immediately initiated into the higher myfteries. But 
44 as a preliminary ftep he will be required cither to de- 
44 liver Baader over to us, or fome other perfon. That 
44 we are very well apprized that he is not to be overloaded^ 
44 with work, and that it is on that account he is difpenfed 
44 from* the ufual talks preferibed by our ftatutes; that he 
* 4 will comply with them only as far as he pleafes ; and 
44 that we have made a particular choice of him to help us 
44 in the Government of the Order . Should he deliver 
* 4 Baader over toms, he (hould alfo be entitled to the (ame 
44 difpenfotion6, which are to be granted to no other per- 
44 fon in Athens . You will read the Degree of Minerval 
44 to the Count with every thing that precedes ; if he (hows 
44 a liking and zeal for the catife, you will alfo read the 
44 Degree of Illumine and when you (ball have acquired 
44 evident proofs of his zeal, and that he (hall have made 

• Ibid. Vol. l.Let* 29, of the 3»th Dec. 1778- 
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cc common caufc with us by recruiting for us, you ma f 
u let him into the whole fecret.— Hold a fimilar conduct 
44 with Baader.”* 

Whether the Brethren at Munich had already adopted 
this mode of ailing, or whether they had followed fome 
other of a fimilar nature, is not known; but in a very 
(hot time after we find Weifliaupt’s views on Baader ac- 
complifhed; for on the 13th of December 1778, only 
three days after the foregoing letter, we find him infcribed 
on the lift of Areopagites. Ever after we find his name 
mentioned in the correfpondence as one of the moft a&ive 
adepts, and as one of thafe who had the moft deeply imbi- 
bed the horrid my fteries.f 

Another reafon which made Weifliaupt more eager 
for this canqueft, was, that Baader read public leilures 
on medicine at Munich, and therefore had an opportuni- 
ty of feducing his young pupils, after the example of his 
mailer, who had lb efficacioufly and fatally made ufe of 
his influence to feduce the young ftudents of the law at 
the Univeriity of Ingolftadt. 

IV, A fimilar reafon had made him ardently with to initi- 
Scipio- ate Blrger who alfo read public le&ures at Munich, 
Berger. though I do not find on what fcience. His charadteriftic 
is Scipio, and he was infcribed on the lift of Areopagites 
on the 28th July 1778. A Freemafon before he became 
an Illuminee, he was fome time before he could overcome 
his predilection for his former lodges, in fo much even 
that he afked for his difmiflal. Spartacus was furious at 
fuch a preference. Without fhowing his defire of retain- 
ing the difeontented Brother, and not having him fuifi- 
ciently in his power to make ufe of threats, he commands 
Zwack to dedare to the Candidate in the name of the 
Order, that he was at full liberty to follow his predilec- 
tion; but the fame letter contains all that is to be hinted 
underhand to the difeontented adept, all that was to be 
thrown out on the pre-eminence and advantages of Illu- 
nriinifm over Mafonry. The Profeflor Berger was fo per- 
fectly convinced of this pre-eminence, that Weifhaupt, 1 0 
give him the preference over all the other Areopagites % 
only required of him a little more activity. % 

* Ibid. Vol. I. Let 53, nth Dec. 1778. 
f Vol. 11. Let. 13, from Spartacus to Ce f fus • 
iji Vol. 1. Let. 4 ^ and 58. 
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The want of aftivity was not a fault with which Illu- 
Hiinifm could ever upbraid its adept Coriolanus . He was 
a merchant of the name of Troponero retired from 
Hamburgh to Munich. At the time of his initiation he 
did not employ his talents in that line which Wei(haupt 
judged to be fo ufeful for the propagation of his hireling 
doctrines. Zwaclc bethought himfelf of letting up this 
Troponero for a public le&urer on finance, and made 
the propofition to Spartacus , who immediately anfwered, 
<c It is a very good plan both for him and for us, to mako 
w Coriolanus read tenures on finance \ only, do you fpare 
1( no pains to get him fcholars. It is a fins occafton for re - 
li cruiting young men\ nor would it be a bad plan if you 
H became one of his pupils yourfclf, in order to entice 
w others.”* It does not appear whether Zwack reliftied 
defcending from the bench of the Areopagites to attend 
the fchools of the new lecturer; but certain it is that the 
Archives of Illuminifni bear teftimony of the great fervi- 
ces rendered by this Coriolanus ; and Weifhaupt frequent- 
ly extols his merits. He was particularly ufeful at all the 
receptions, alTiiming that air of ceremonious gravity fo be- 
coming in the Grand Mailer of a Lodge; and fo well 
did he impofe on the young adepts, that they had not the 
leaft fufpicion of the Occult Myfteries of the Roficrucians, 
much lefs of thofe of Illuminifm. 

About the fame time we meet with the names of the 
two firft Illuminized Noblemen whom Wei/haupt had 
initiated into his tail myfteries— the one Hanibal , the Ba- 
ron Bassus ; the other Diomedes , the Marquis of Con- 
stanza. Illuminized Barons and MarquiiTes, certainly, 
are a fort of phenomena not eafify to be conceived. That 
men who are never called by their names without being 
reminded of the great itake they have to lofe, ihould pro- 
perty and the focial order be overthrown, that fuch men 
(hould plunge themfelves into the moft horrid confpiracy 
ever framed againft both, can only be belie ved by thofe 
who have attended to the amazing cunning of Weimaupt's 
Code and the artifice with which it is put in execution— 
In fhort the Archives of Illuminifm, the letrers, nay the 
apologies of thefe titled Illuminecs, bear too ftronj proofs 
of the fa£t, and muft quafh all objections. The Baron 
Baffus, in his pretended j uftification, owns that he was the 

* Ibid. Let. j, to Cato. 
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perfon known under the charafteriftic of Hanibal-,* and 
the letters of this Hanibal not only (how that he was an 
IUuminee himfelf, but alio an apoftle of Iliuminization, 
giving an account to the Brethren of his fucceffes at Bot«* 
Zen in Tyrol, and boating of the important conquefUhe 
had made in that town, having enlifted and imbued the 
Prejidcnt, the Vicc-P refidcnt^ the principal Counfellors 
cj the Government , aivd the Grand Alajhr oj the Pojls , 
with the molt enthufiaftic admiration for Illuminifm.i — 
A little farther, the letters of this fame Hanibal bear tes- 
timony of his hav ing gone into Italy, and of his havirg 
initiated at Milan his Excellency the Count . Impe- 
rial Minijier . Then, meditating new conqutfts, he pro- 
ceeds to Pavia, in hopes of enlifting fcveral of the Pro- 
feffors of that Univeilitv, and finifhes by requeuing that 
the geography of the Order may be e nlarged, that he may 
have a greater fcope for his illuminizino; talents.]; 

With refpe<tt to Diwiedes, or our illumine/., d Mar- 
quis, his letters alfobear tiiliinony of his enthuliaitic zeal 
in the fervice of Weifhaupt. He held this Arch-Confpir 
rator in tuch great veneration, that, with the exception of 
f mi: few infignificant weakneffes , he looked upon Wei- 
ihaupt as the mojl per/eft , the mojl profound , and the mojl 
extraordinary mortal on earth . The hours he had the 
happinefs of fpending in his company were too fliort in 
his opinion, but unhappily long enough to fire him with ' 
all that zeal which fends him frantic to peux Pouts, then 
to Xauplis or Straubingen, and at latt to Munich, replete 
with all that hireling cunning with which the young can- 
didates are to be fo completely duped, that they are not 
even to furmife that their credulity is to be impofed upon . 
So deeply are the true principles of the Sedfc rooted in his 
breaft, that to revenge the Order on fome Brother who, 
probably difgufted with the abominable tendency ofthefe 
mylteries, had made fome difeovery of them to the Ma- 
giftrates, he writes to one of the brethren, w Oh the ra$r 
u cal ! might not a perfon, or to he more correct, wdubf 
Ci it be a crime to fend fuch a Devil as this into the Qtlur 
world 

* Page 6. f Original Writings, Vol. I. Sett. XLV. 

J Ibid. Vol. U. Sett. IV. Let. t and a. 

§ Oder Scburkl! Konnte man nicht, oder uni beffer zu fa- 
gen, waie es nicht eiUubt, £o tm<pi f euiel in die andcrc well 
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Neither dcfr thd Original Writings nor my private cor- IX. 
refpomlence inform me of the real titles of the Areopagite 
Sohn-MiCHT* He does not appear to have aCted any Mil ■ 
very Cbnfpicuous part in the hiftory of the Order. He is 
only ftated to have worn the ecdeliaftical habit at F reyfin-* 
guen ; happy for him if it is to this drefs that he is indebt- 
ed for his apparent nullity in Weifhaupt's pjots. 

Next appears Hoheniecher under the title of Alc't * X. 

blades y who, though feated in the confpiring fenate of the Alcibiadef 
llJuminees, does not blufh to hold a feat in the fenate of *I°henei- 
Freyfinguen as counfellor* c cr * 

The Eleventh of the Areopagites is Mahemet the Ba- XI» 
ron Sgrockensteik. We (hail foon behold him prefi- 
ding over whole provinces that are fubject to Illuminifm. Scrocken- 
A few days after his initiation we meet with another Are- ftein. 
opagite characterized Germanicus . Not having been able 
tp difeover his real name, I will not give way to conjee- German j* 
turc.* At this fame period we find a numerous lift of ctu . 
perfous of confequence initiated in the lower degrees.--— 

§uch, for example, were the magiftrate of Aichftadt, 
Tamerlane-L,AWGy and the private lbcretary Geiser.-— 

The charadteriftic of this adept does not appear; but 
Weiftiaupt's letter on the great acquifition he had made 
in this adept fufficiently demonftrates the importance he 
attached to conquefts of this nature, and how far he could 
turn them to the advantage of his Order. 

This letter is of the iQtb Chardady 1 148 ( XOth June, 

J778) ; and it is worthy of remark, that it is the firft let-r 
ter which we find in the Original Writings dated accord- 
ing to the Perfian iEra. It is to his dear Cato that Wei- 
(haupt writes; — The acquifition we have made of the 

G 

7u fchicken — Original Writings , Vol- 1. Sc Si. XLIV. Letters 1 
and 2. 

* In order to difeover the real name of an adept, it will often 
(office to combine their letters, and particularly thofein which 
Weifhaupt declares the ckara&eriftics to be given to candi- 
dates, with what is afterwards faid of them under their new 
names. The German Journals, and divers other writings in 
that language, my own private correfpondcnce with, and me- 
morials that 1 have received from men who, living on the fpot, 
have been enabled to procure more accurate documents with 
refpedl to tbefe different perfonages, have furnifhed me with 
the means of difeovering mauy others on whom no fbadow of 
doubt can be entertained. 
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il private fecretary (fecretaire intime) Geifer is an event 
u of fuch confequence to us, that our affairs will foon as- 

fume quite a different ai'pech It obliterates that ap- 

* pearance (much too confpicuous) of novelty. It is for 

* this reafon that we ought to mutually congratulate each 

* other and the whole Order. We may now expert to da 
,c fomething great. By enticing men among us of his ftamp 
w and of h:s confequence, we add great weight to our ob- 
u and they are ufeful in keeping our youngfters with- 
<c in bounds. Do not forget to thank and make my moft 
c< (i nee re compliments to the private fecretary. Men of 
<c his importance mud have a right tochoofe their own 

chara£L*riftics, their employments, and the fpecies of la* 
“ bor that they would prefer. You will remember fioin- 
“ form, me of it, that 1 may take the proper fteps in con- 
“ fcquence.”* 

In this clafs of Brethren of confequence, we mu ft not 
forget Brutus Count Savxola, Sylla the Baron Mag- 
genhoff, and Alexander Count Pappenheim. Mean- 
while, till we com * to treat of minifters and princes drawn 
into this vortex of fedition, let us hear Weilbaupt deve- 
lop his views, and obferve him marfhalling his troops ; 
particularly when he takes meafures to enfnare thofe no- 
blemen whom he wilhes to make the prime agents and 
the propagators of the very confpiracies to which they are 
to fall the firft victims. On the \otb Pharavardin , 1 149 
(31ft March, 1779), he writes to his Athenians of Mu- 
nich, u Have you not in all your town of Athens any 
tc ftrangers who may be immediately admitted into the 
tc Order, advanced as foon as poflible to the degree of 
cc Minerva! and then Amply inftru&ed in the myfteries of 
cc that degree? Such perfons may, without any further 
tc initiation, be fent to found the fyftem in other countries 
<c and make recruits; for example, at Aug(bourg, atRa- 
<l ti (bonne, at Saltzbourg, at Landfhut, and other towns* 
u To meet with fuch perfons it would be proper for you 
cc to go into company, and to frequent aflcmblies and pJa»r 
<c ces of public refort. Since you have done (o many other 
<c things you may very well do this. At Erzerum ( Aich- 
<c ftadt) and throughout all Franconia / could make a ra~ 
a pid pregrefs if 1 could but initiate two gentlemen of that 
country whom l am well acquainted with y and who art 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Let. 13, to Cate. 
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* men of great wit and much eft ttmed by the nobility there « 

This acquiiltion would foon procure us adepts from 

u among the nobility, men of wit who would recruit for 
cc us in their own clafe throughout all Franconia. — When 
u we initiated any one at Athens to a new degree, tlicfe 
<c two gentlemen might be called to aflift at the cercmo* 
u ny, and would then become candidates for the higher 
u degree. The ra^le they hold, and their nobility, would 
lc alfo be of ufc to curb the petulance of your young Bru - 
u tus and other gentry.*— I n ihort, Tamerlane (or the coun- 

* fellor Lang}, who thinks that there are no other adepts 
u at Erxcrum but thofe with whom he is acquainted; 
4C would be thunderftruck at finding perfons in a higher 

* degree than himfelf, though he had not the leaft idea 
u they belonged Co the Order, and men alfo of whom he 

* has the higheft opinion. Do refled and deliberate on 
“ this.”* 

In the following letters it appears that Brutus no long- 
er needed any curb; for he becomes an apoftle of the Sed, 
and fets off on an expedition from which W eifhaupt au- 
gurs great luccefs. He is even fo zealous, that Sparta - 
cus , on the eve of difmifling feveral other adepts, mentions 
him as. an ufeful member who is to be preferved,f and 
defires that he may as foon as poflible be advanced to the 
degree of Major Illumine e.\ To enable the reader to 
judge how far he was difpofed to ferve the Order, it will 
iuffice to record the terms in which he exprelles his gra- 
titude for favoirs received, and the promifes he makes in 
hopes of obtaining new ones. His letter to the Mo ft Ex- 
cellent Superiors of IUuminijm is couched in the following 
terms : 

a Most Excellent Superiors! 

u Receive my molt grateful acknowledgments for the 
“ third degree with which you have juit honored me. — 
u Every part of it is noble, grand, and beautiful ; it has 
w perfedly anfwercd the expeditions I had formed of it 
w from the fecentL I (hall moft undoubtedly do every 
4< thing that lies in my power to deferve yout confidence. 
“ In future rely on mine, and believe me to be perfectly 
u devoted to your fervice. Nothing in the world fhail 

* Ibid. VoLLLet- *9. 

t Orig. Writ. Vol.I. Let. 58. t Ibid. Vol. If. Let. i.;. 
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44 ever withdraw me from my allegiance to your laws, <St 
M make me ceafe to be guided b v you, 

c< You wrote to me tome time fince, defiring metofeek 
44 for no further advancement at Court, as I could not 
expedt any, I obeyed that order; but as the minifteis 
c< of the regency have lately paid me fome marks of atten- 
44 tion, my affairs have afTumed a different afpedt. The 
44 ferious lllnefs of the Emperor having given rife to the 
44 idea of a vicarage of the Empire, Brother Pericles and 
44 myfelf have been mentioned as counfellors in that court; 
44 and I have great hopes of being made a privy counfel- 
44 lor (confeiller intime ), S . . . , has taken my caufc in 
44 hand, and I am indebted to the Brothers Ce/fus and Al- 
44 fred for it, If ever I get into power , the mojl excellent 
44 Order ivill foon fee bow much I am devoted to it , and 
44 bow entirely I belong to it. In the mean time I can but 
44 exprefs my fmcereft wifhes.”* 

Though the advancement which had infpired the Count 
Brutus with fo much eeal for the Order left him {till at a 
great diftance from the higher myfteries, he ncverthelels 
had a brother who could not flatter himfelf that he {hould 
arrive at even this third degree . The Infinuator had made 
a diftinction between them. The letter in which he an-* 
nounces their initiation to Spartacus will (how the reader 
what other fervices the Order had to expedl from fuch 
kinds of adepts, 

Cato writes to Spartacus : 44 Here are my new hopes 
44 for the Order. After a long pcrleverance I have at 
44 length engaged the young S — — — (Savioli). He will 
44 deliver his brother over to us, who may fet our affairs 
44 agoing at Augfbourg. They are both rich. The firft 
44 1 recruited as a Sta bene , that is to fay, one who is ne- 
44 ver to pafs the lower ranks. \ alfo engage him becaufe 
44 on certain occafions he will lend us his houfe which is 
44 very convenient for our meetings j and more particular-* 
44 ly becaufe, being rich, he can help us with his purfe.f 
The lame letter mentions a fimilar jla bent: 44 The 
u Brother Livius (Rudgrcer) is in luture to be looked 
44 on as belonging to the fame clafs. He frankly owned 
44 to me, that he had neither the time nor inclination to 
u give himftlf up to our labors. But that he was billing 

* Grig. Writ. Vol. II. Quibus Licet from Brutus , 
v f Darait $r an geld beyuaget. 
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* td contribute towards the progrefs of the Order with 
* c his purfe, and that he would even furnifh us with books 
for our libraries, and inftruments for experiments. — J 
u gave him to underftand, that certainly he might remain 
tc a member of the Order; but that he could only be clafs- 
u ed iq future with thofe who feconded its views with 
<c their money*”* Thus did Weifhaupt turn the ftupidity 
and ignorance, the impiety and money of his Marquifles, 
Barons, Knights, and Magi Urates, to the advantage and 
propagation of his difaftrous plots.— He had already made 
converts of this nature in the imperial chamber of VVetz- 
lar ; for, as early as the 29th of Auguft, 1778, we find 
that Minos , the A/Teflor Dittfurjh, inicribed on the 
lift of Illuminees, the fame perfon whom vye have already 
feen fp zealous for the foundation of an illuminized /is- 
terhood.f At firft we find him under a jufpenfion , as not 
to be trufted by the Brethren but very foon his zeal 
makes him at oncy the admiration and laughing-ftock of 
Spartacus, The reader mui}: have already obferved the 
art with which Weifljaupt obliges every candidate to give 
the hiftory of his life, with an exiht description of his pas- 
fions and prejudices. The Afieffor Minos complied with 
this regulation in fo fcrupulous a manner, that Weifhaupt 
could not refrain from writing to the Areopagite$ in the 
following terms : u Alines, that man who hears fo high a 
<c chara6fcer, is at prefent writing the hiftory of his life.— * 
He is as yet only arrived at his feventeenth year , and 
a has written ninety-three fleets of paper. He is now for- 
tc ty-five years of age. This will be fomething more than 
a general confellion. You fee what may be done with 
“ men if one does hut know how to gain their confidence , 
“ and-to convince them of the excellency of the oije£t.”§ 
So completely did the imperial AHelTor imbibe this prin- 
ciple and Jearn to convince others of it, that we (hall here- 
after fee himraifed to the dignity of Provincial. 

However much Weilhaupt may have wilhed to make 
prolelytes among the great, we neverthelefs fee him re- 
commending to his iniinuators tp recruit more particu- 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. I.Se<$. xxxii. Letter from CatpioSptr* 
tacus . 

t Vol. III. of thefe Memoirs, Page 41. 

± Orig. Writ. Setft. iv. See the Lift. 

$ prig. Writ. Vol. II. Let* 7 and iq. 
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hrly among the prof effort and fcboolmaflcrs, as a fur£ 
means of gaining over to his views the youth of all clailcs* 
Hence it is that Hermes Trifmegiftes , whofe real name 
was So cher, and who was fuperior of the college at 
Landfberg, receives the fpecial commiflion to watch and 
guard againft the Jefuits, as fworn enemies to the educa- 
tion he is to give to his pupils.* For the fame reafon 
does Weifliaupt (train every nerve to fill his univerfityof 
Ingolltadt with profeflors and prefects belonging to his 
Se£t* He entreats the adepts at Munich to befet the mi- 
nifters, and obtain the expulfion of all Jefuits, becaufc 
thefe fathers had retrieved the four profeliors Scholli- 
NER, S TEINGENBERGFR, WURtER, and ShLECEL, 
from Illuminifm; and bccaufc he had but three profes- 
fors left in the univerfity to refill Jefuitifm.f The Lift 
of Prof-lFors foon fvvelis to an alarming height in all towns 
where liluminifin makes any progrefs. On this black lilt 
we find y/raw/fwi-K renner ; GV/<?z-Lemmer ; Py - 
tkagoras- Wessenrf.ider*, this latter foon abandoned 
the Order when his chara&eriftic was given to the Pneft 
and Librarian Drexl; but as profeflor we find three to 
replace him, Kundlf.r, Lolling, and above all Baier- 
ammer, at fir ft called Zoroajler, but afte wards Confu- 
cius. It is this adept that Weifliaupt brings at length to 
Ingolftadt, that he might have for his colleague in the fe- 
dubfcion of youth, a man that he himfelf had initiated in 
the black arts of his Illuminifm. J This ferves to account 
for that zeal with which he fends his adepts into all hou- 
fes of education, and that folicitude with which he entreats 
Cato and Marius to feck out fome brethren well drilled 
to the arts of Inlinuators, who might be fent to the uni- 
versities of Saltzbcurg, of Infpruck^of Fribourg, and 
of other places 

To f lebt the following will fufficetofhow to what ex- 
tent thefe miflionary proLffors fucceeded, according to 
the views of the Order J Saladiu-KKEL ; Thales- K.AP- 
HNGER; Timor. - Michl ; Euclid- Riedl ; ail from 
eighteen to twenty years of age: Sauer, lurnametl y/f- 
tila\ and the Kmperor Claudius, or Simon Zwack, 
coufin to the incomparable Cate , were of the fame age; 
an age fought alter by Weifliaupt, as he could the more 

# Vol. I. Let. 28. f Vol. I. Let. 36, 30th Jan. 1778. 

t See particulaily Let. 14, YgI. I. § Ibid. Let. 40* 
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eafily twine the young adept to vice. This docility was 
far from being the leading feature of his other adepts; they 
were not all enthufiaftically wedded to his plots at this 
dawn of Uluminifm; nor could he make them the pafSve 
inftruments of his con (piracy. He deferibes the profelytes 
he had made among the ariffocracy u as rich, therefore 
w given to all the vices of their ft ate ; as ignorant, proud, 
M cowardly , and lazy in the fuperlative degree \ as only 
w feeking their advancement in the mylleries, in order to 
w gratify their curiofity, or even to feoff at the ceremonial 
c< of the different degrees and we wilhed to find men 
who would be llruck with awe, and be fired with enthu- 
fikfm at the fight of thefe ceremonies. The ffyle of re- 
proach in which he writes to many other of the adepts 
clearly depi&s a let of men deftitutc of all moral c ,and hav- 
ing no other views in the Order than to gratify their pas- 
fioas and their avarice; feeking none but their own inte- 
refts, and often, through their difiolute and immoral con- 
duct, expofing the founder of the Order to be looked up- 
on as a corrupter of youth, f He was willing ro have none 
but followers that could, like himfelf, gratify the moft in- 
famous pafilons in private, and who, under the mafk of 
virtue, moderation, and wifdom, impofmg on the public, 
would accredit his IHurnimfm. With refpeel to the foun- 
der, we have feen him already defcribing the turpitude of 
his morals, and the atrocious means to which he had re- 
forted to preferve the mafk of his pretended virtue; let us 
now hear him upbraiding his firft adepts with the public 
depravity of their morals as being prejudicial to his lllu- 
minifm: w I have received/* fays he, “ the moft fatal in- 
telligence from Thebes (Freyfinguen). They have giv- 
en a public fcandal to the whole town, by admitting 
tt into the Lodges that vile Propertius , a libertine loaded 
* with debts , and a mcjl detejlable being. In that fame 

a town is to be found the Brother D , who is nothing 

u more than a wicked fellow; our Socrates, who could be 
w of the greateft ufc to us is always drunk ; our Auguftus 
has acquired the worff of reputations ; the Brother Al~ 

K cibiades is perpetually fighing and pining away at the 
w feet of his landlady ; Tiberius attempted to Jav violent 
u hands on Diomcdes , s filler, and fuffet ed himfelf to be 
caught by the hufband ; heavens ! vahat men have / 

* Vol. II. Let. x. f Ibid. Lot. 1 i. 
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<c there for Areopagitesl What ! we facri fire our health, 
« our fortune, our reputation, to the good of the Order* 
« and thefe gentry give themfelves up entirely to their 
« pleafures and cafe, proftituie themfelves, give public 
« fcandals, and ftill wifn to be acquainted with all our fe- 
4C crcts: From this inftant I fhall look upon Tiberius 
« (Merz) as erafed from our lilh O Areopagites, Are- 
« opagites 1 I would much rather have none at all, than 
M not have men more attive and more fubmiffive.”* 

This is not the only letter in which W ciihaupt plainly 
{hows what opinion he hadhimfelf of his horde of adepts* 
The following gives a clearer infight into the caufe of the 
alarm he had taken from their public fcandals, and their 
evil tendency for the general good of the ScdL After hav- 
ing told them, With regard to. polities and morals , you 
are as yet far behind indeed , he fays, cc Judge yourfclves 
« what would be the confequence, if a man fuch as our 
« Marcus Aurelius (he was a profellor of Gottinguen, 
« and his real name was Feder) were once to know 
cc what 2 ifet of men dejiitute of morals , ivhat a Jet of dc~ 
« bauchees, liars, fpendthrifts, braggadochios, and fools 
cc replete with vanity and p\ide , you have among you; 
cc if fuch a man, I fay, were to fee this, what opinion mult 
« he form of us ! Would he not be aihamed to belong to 
c< a fociety whofe chiefs promife fuch great things, and ex- 
it e cute fo ill the mojl beautiful plan \ and all from obftin 
cc nacy, and becaufe they will not fufter one tittle of their 
c* pleafures; now frankly declare, am 1 not in the right? 
« Do you. not think that, in order to preferve a man, fuel} 
« as Marcus Aurelius* Feder, whofe name alone is worth 
« thebeff part of Germany, I ought to facrifiqe and re-, 
cc feind all your whole province of Greece (Bavaria) the 
cc innocent as well as the guilty? And fhould I take fuch 
cc a ftep, who would be to blame? Is it not better to cut 
cc off the gangrened members, than to loie the whole bo- 
cc dy ? Can you be fo void of all feeling, as to fee a feledfc 
cc fociety of men difl'olvc, ar\d abandon the reformation of 
cc the world, and that on account of the vices you have 
cc plunged yourfclves into, and the fcandal you give? — 
c* That would be ftill worfe than an Heroftratus, worfe 
cc than all the wicked men of all times and of all ages.— • 
# Thoie of you, gentlemen, therefore, who do not ap- 

* Ibid. Vol. II. Let. 9. 
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• prove of this plan, who will not facrifice your eafe and 
a miferable paflions; thofe, in fhort, who are indifferent 
c< to the praifes of the beft of men, and who will not la- 

* bor with us at making all mankind but one andthefamt 
« family \ thofe, I not only pray, but conjure, at leaft not 
w to impede our labors, and not to entail on the Order 
44 die infamy and fhame of their public fcandals. Such 
44 conduSf would be worfe than that of real aJfaJJins y worfe 
44 than the plague”* 

However well-founded Weifhaupt may have been in 
tasking; ufe of fuch reproaches, the rapid progrefs made 
by hisllluminifm fhould have convinced him, that his a- 
depts, in the midft of their debaucheries, never loft fight 
of the grand obje£t of his myfteries. The reader may 
judge of their progrefs by the following note; which, at 
the fame time that it denotes their fuccefles, will (how in 
what manner they reported them to each other. This do- 
cument may alfo begin to explain various myfteries of 
the revolution* 

Note, on the progrefs of Illuminifm found among the 
papers of Cato -Zwack^ written in his own hand \ and 
contained in the firjl volume of the Original Writ- 
ings. 

44 We havef at Athens ( Munich), ift, a regular Lodge 
41 of Major Illuminees\ 2 dly, a leffer meeting of Illumi - 
44 nees<> very well adapted to our purpofes; 3dly, a very 
44 large and remarkable Mafonic Lodge; 4thiy, two con- 
44 fiderable Churches , or Minerval Academies. 

44 At Thebes fFreyfinguen) alfo there is a Minerval 
44 Lodge, as well as at Me gar a (Landfberg), at Brug- 
44 haufen, at Straubing, at Ephefus (Ingolftadt), and in a 
44 fhort time we (hall have one at Corinth (Ratifbonne)* 

tt We have bought a houfe (at Munich) for ourfelves j 
44 and we have taken our precautions fo well, that the in*- 
<c habitants not only do not cry out againft us, but fpeak 

H 

• Original Letters; Vol.'s, Let. io. 

+ This note begins with thefe words: The number in Greecb 
corjijls tf/^Whcther Cato did mark the number or not, I know 
not; but the editor has left it in blank, and the feotence is in- 
complete. Mr. Robifon has inferted th t number 6005 but a* 
he does not give his authority. 1 (ball content q^yfelf withttans* 
btiog, and (hail continue with Zwack. 
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* of us with efteem, when they fee us going publicly to 
44 that houfe, or to the Lodge# Certainly that is a gnat 
44 deal for this town . 

44 We have in this houfe a Cabinet of natural hiftory* 
44 inftruments for Experimental phikjfophy > and a library; 
44 and all this is daily augmented by the gifts of the Breth-* 
44 ren. The garden is toi>e turned into a botanical one. 

44 All the fcientific journals are procured for the bretta- 
44 ren at the expenfe of the Order. ' 

44 By means of different pamphlets we have awakened 
44 the attention of the princes and citizens to certain re- 
44 markable abufes; we oppofe religious Orders with all 
44 our might j and we have good reafontobe pleafed with 
44 the fuccefs of our endeavors. 

44 We have entirely new modelled the Lodge on our 
44 plan, and have broke off all communication with Berlin. 

44 We have not only rcpreffed all the enrollments of the 
44 R C. (Roficrucians), but we have fucceeded incafting 
44 fufpicions on them. 

44 We are in treaty for a ftrift and effe&ive alliance 
44 with the Lodge of — , and with the national 
a Lodge of Poland.” 

Another Note, written by the fame hand* } on the politic 
cal progrefs of the Order . 

44 Through the intrigues of the Brethren the Jefuits 
44 have been difmiffed from all the ProfefibrfhipS; we have 
44 entirely cleared the univerfity of Ingolftadt of them.* 

<c The Dowager Dutchefs has modelled her Injlituta 
“for the Cadets entirely on the plan prepared by the Or- 
44 dcr. That houfe is under our infpe£lion\ all its Profess 
44 fors belong to our Order > five of its members have been 
4< well provided for , and all the pupils will be ours . 

44 On the recommendation of the Brethren Pylades is 
44 made the ecclefiajlical fifcal counfellor . By procuring 
44 this place for him, we have put the church monies at 
44 the difpofal of the Order: and by means of thefe monies 
44 we have already repaired the mal-adminiftration of our 

44 and of ■ ■ ■ ■ , and have delivered them from 

5 4 the bauds of the ufurers* 

# Durch dfe verwendnng der Br. Br. (Briidern ) wurden die 
Jefoiten von alien proftffor ftellen entfernt, die Univcrfitat In* 
goiftadt gaaa von ihnen gercinigt. 
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* With thefc monies alfo we fupport new Brethren. 

44 The Brethren who are in orders have all been pro- 
m vided with livings and curacies , or with preceptor’s 
IF 4 places. 

44 Through ou* means too, the Brothers Armenius apd 
cc Cortez have been made Profeffors in the Univerfity of 
44 Ingoljladt . We have alfo got purfes for all our young 
44 candidates in the fame univerfity: 

a On the recommendation alfo of our Order, two young 
44 men are travelling at the expenfe of the Court . They 
* 4 are at prefent at Rome. 

44 The Germanic fcbools are aH under the infpe&ion 
44 of the Order, and have no other prefects than our 
•* Brethren. 

<c The Benevolent Society is alfo under our direction. 

44 The Order has obtained an augmentation of pay and 
44 fidaries for a great number of Brethren who are em- 
44 ployed in the Dicafleres (that is to fay, at the boards Of 
44 A dminift ration). 

44 We have obtained four ecclefiajlical chairs for as 
44 many of our Brethren . 

44 We (hall (hortly be mafiers of the Bartholomew In - 
44 JUtution for the education of young ecclefiajlics . All 
44 our meafures are ready for that purpofe. The bufinefs 
44 has taken a very favorable turn; by this means we may 
44 flock all Bavaria with priefts both clever and proper ” 
{for our obje&). 

44 We have limilar hopes and views on another houle 
44 of priefts. 

44 Through inceffant application, indefatigable efforts, 
44 and the intrigues of different — — by — , we have at 
- 4< length fucceedcd in not only maintaining the Ecclefi- 
44 aftical Council, which the Jefuits wilhed todeftroy; 
44 but alfo in affigning over to this council, to the colleges 
44 and univerfities, all thofe goods which had (till remain- 
44 ed udder the adminiftration of the Jefuits in Bavaria; 
44 fuch as the inftitution for the million, the golden alms, 
44 the houfe of retreat, and the funds for the newly con- 
44 verted. Our Major Illu minces, to effectuate this Jje/d fix 
44 meetings ; feveral of them remained there ivhole nights ; 
44 and .” 

This latter article is alfo mutilated by the editor of the 
Original Writings. The Court of Bavaria did not think 
• proper u> publilh the names of thofe different perfons ( mi- 
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nifters and others) who fo well feconded Weifliaupt and 
|iis adepts on this occafion. The Jefuits at leaft ftrongly 
fufpeded the Count of Sensrim to be one of the difir - 

$nt , and thofe of the Englifli college of Liego, 

in particular, had reafon to believe that he was one of 
thofe to whom they were indebted for the lots of a pen- 
fion of ten thoufand florins, which had always been paid 
to them by the Court of Bavaria* How far thefe fufpi- 
cions are grounded I do not pretqpd to lay; but certain 
it is, that this Count Senfeim appears on the lift of adepts 
under the charaderiftic of King Alfred . But without our 
entering into any difcuflion, the two notes I have juft 
tranflated clearly evince, f that the adepts did not defervc 
to be fo frequently reprimanded for inadivity as Wei- 
(haupt fee ms to have thought* 

What a ftrong light is thrown on the fecret hiftory of 
the Revolution by thefe two notes, even in their mutuat- 
ed ftate ! A large portion of the clergy, it is true, have 
been faithful to their duty; but Europe has been afto» 
nifhed at feeing fo many of them plunged into the moft 
horrid fcencs of impiety* We here learn from Cato - 
Zwack who thofe falfe paftors were. Thefe atrocious 
hypocrites are feleded by the Sed, imbued with all the 
venom of its principles, and then ulhered into the bofom 
of the church under its baneful protedion. It had faid to 
them, affume the appearance of piety and zeal, and pre* 
tend to believe in the fymbol of the priefthood, and wc 
ihall find means of inltalling you in the livings of the 
church, and of making you the redors and paftors of the 
flock. You Ihall publicly preach thedodrineof the Gos- 
pel, and your exterior Ihall coincide with the duties of 
thofe ftations ; but in fecret you Ihall fecond our views, 
and prepare the way for us. It would be a futile objec- 
tion to alk how it was polfible to find monfters whofe de- 
pravity could make them confent to ad fuch feenes of 
hypocrify even in the Holy of Holies ! We have the au- 
thority of Cato- Zwack, who tells us that they affumed the 
charaders and fundions of redors and curates, of canons, 
profefTors, and teachers in the Catholic Church. We Ihall 
loon fee the fame game played with refped to the Pro - 
tcjlant Church; and thus were both churches miniftered 
to by wretches who had fworn their deftrudion. 

A fimilar mode of proceeding was adopted for thede- 
ftrudion of the ftate, and that at the firit dawn of Ulu« 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL *AR1\ 


aiinifna. It is Cato again who informs us of the intrigues* 
views, and fucceflcs of the Seci, infinuating its adepts in- 
to the Dicafleres , the councils, and boards of adminiflra- 
tion, which are paid by the prince and ftate; he points 
them out as having gained accefs into the councils of the 
prince and the ftate, carrying with them all the treache- 
rous plots of the moft difeftrous confpiracy againft both 
prince and ftate. 

Many readers have been aftonifhed at feeing whole ge- 
nerations rife imbued with the principles of the pioft rank 
jacobinifm, and that from fchools founded by princes for 
the inftrudiion of youth; but Cato again folves the diffi- 
culty, when he fpeaks of the Inflitution founded by the 
Dowager Dutchefs. 

In ftiort, it will be incumbent on future hiftorians to 
tell their readers whence were obtained thofe treafures 
fpent in the propagation of the principles of the Seft, in 
the peregrinations of its apoftles, and in the fupport of its 
pennylefs adepts; they will find the talk already complet- 
ed by the Sedl itfelf, which tells us, that its novices are 
fupported at the expenfe of the public foundations ; that 
its miffionaries are paid and fent to foreign parts by the 
prince, who has been mi fled to believe that he was fend- 
ing men in the purfuit of arts and feiences. Moreover* 
does not the Seft betray itfelf, when introducing its adepts 
into the a dminiji ration of the ecclejiajlical property , and 
with that property paying the debts of its Lodges, fup- 
porting the apoftles of its confpiracies, re-eftablifliing its 
former clubs, and eredting new ones. Let the hiftorian 
reflect on the conditions under which fuch a multitude of 
adepts have been ufhered into livings and other employ- 
ments, and he will foon perceive the funds of the Sedt 
fwelled to an immenfe bulk by thofe (hares which it pre- 
ferves for its own ufe out of all the emoluments which it 
has procured for its adepts either in church or ftate. 

But in this feme note an enigma occurs of a quite dif- 
ferent nature. The reader may have obferved Cato - 

Zwack at once exulting in having founded a mafonic 
Lodge at Munich for the llluminees, and in the victories 
gained by the llluminees over the Rojicrucian Mafons . 
— What can have given rife to this contradiciion, at the 
feme time to imitate the F ree-mafons, and to declare war 
againft the moft famous adepts of Alafonry. Thcfe ques- 
tions naturally lead us to the inveftigation of the moil 
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profound device that Wei (haupt ever invented for the 
propagation of his plots. They relate to his firft attempt, 
to the diverfity of the means ufed, his fuccefs, and finally 
to his triumphant intrufion into the mafonic Lodges. In 
order to folve them, I lhall, in the following Chapters, la y 
before my reader the mod remarkable paflages of the Ar* 
chives of the Sed, or of the letters and avowals of the 
moft celebrated adepts relating to that famous plan, the 
execution cf which belongs to the fecond epoch of the 
Bed; and unfortunately it may be too truly called the 
epoch of the Illuminization of Free Mafonry, 
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CHAP, III. 


Epoch of the Illuminization of Free- Mafonry, — JVei- 
Jkaupt's attempts on the Mafonic Lodges . — Acquifition 
of Knigge , and his firjl Services . 

L ET us, for a moment, fuppole every thing that has 
been faid in thefe Memoirs relating to the nature, 
objed, origin, and fecret of Mafonry, to be no more than 
a conjectural fyftem; let it ftill further be fuppofed, that 
the cloud which encompafles the origin and hiftory of 
Mafonry is for ever impenetrable ; let even the Brethren 
and their Mailers exalt ftill higher the merits and glory 
of their anceftry; yet, for the misfortune of our cotem- 
poraries, the day is come when all this glory is fullied — - 
when the Orators of their own Lodges with grief ex- 
claim, — “ Brethren and Companions, give free vent to 
u your forrow ; the days of innocent Equality are gone by, 
u However holy our myfteries may have been, the Lodges 
w are now profaned and fullied. — Brethren and Compan- 
ions, let your tears flow; — attired in your mourning 
u robes attend, and let us feal up the gates of our temples, 
w for the profane have found means of penetrating into 
u them. They have converted them into retreats for their 
M impiety, into dens of confpirators. Within the (acred 
* wails they have planned their horrid deeds, and the ruin 
u of nations. Let us weep over our legions which they 
u have feduced. Lodges that may ferve as hiding places 
“ for thefe confpirators muft remain for ever Ihut both to 
w us and to every good citizen.”* Thefe complaints and 
awful lamentations are not mine; they proceed from the 
mouth of the venerable Mailer of a Lodge ; they are con- 
tained in the funeral oration pronounced on Mafonry in 
prefence of the Brethren aflembled for the laft time m a 
Lodge in Germany, and fighing over the farrowful des- 
tiny of their Confraternity. Unfortunately for the honor 
of the Brotherhood, their forrow was but too well-ground- 

# See the difeourfe of the Orator on the (hatting up of a 
Lodge. 
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ed; and it is our duty to adduce proofs of it. Whatever 
may have been its myfteries heretofore, Fre e-masonry 
is now become criminal \ If it be not fo in itfelf, it is be- 
come fo through Weifhaupt’s means) it has brought a- 
bout, or he has brought about through its means, the 
moft difaftrous of all revolutions. This awful truth can 
no longer remain hidden. Hiftory muft found its trum- 
pet, and let it adduce its proofs; for never has it yet giv- 
en fo awful a leffon to nations on the fatal effects of fe- 
cret focieties. 

From the commencement of his Illuminifm Weifhaupt 
had fbrefeen the great fupport he could draw from the 
multitude of Free Mafons difperfed throughout Europe, 
fhould he ever be fortunate enough to form an alliance 
with them. “ Let me tell you a piece of news,*’ he writes 
to Ajax as early as the year 1777; ci Before the next car- 
“ nival 1 (hall go to Munich, and (hall get myfelf admit- 
w ted a F ree-mafon. Do not let this alarm you ; our buft - 
H nefs will not fuffer in the leaft\ but by this ftep we become 
M acquainted with a tie or new fecrety and by that means 
w Jhall be ftronger than the others”* Weifhaupt accord- 
ingly received the firft degrees of Mafonry at Munich, in 
St. Theodore's Lodge. At firft he could only obferve 
the bagatelle of an innocent fraternity, yet even then he 
perceived that Equality and Liberty were the ground- 
work of all the amufements of the Brotherhood. He fur- 
mifed further myfteries. In vain they allured him, that 
all political or religious dlfcuflions were banifhed from 
the Lodges, and that every true Mafon was eflentially a 
ftaunch friend to his prince and to Chriftianity. He had 
faid the fame thing to bis Novices and to his Miner vals\ 
and he knew too well what became of all thefe protefta- 
tions in his Illuminifm. He eafily conceived that a fimi- 
lar fate awaited thefe declarations in the higher degrees of 
Mafonry. Soon his faithful Zwack furnifhed him with 
the means of penetrating into the higher myfteries of 
Mafonry without fubje&ing himfelf to all the neceflary 
trials. This latter adept had made acquaintance at Augf- 
bourg with an Abbe of the name of Marotti. Atone 
of thefe interviews Marotti had initiated him into the 
higher degrees y and even into thofc of the Scotch Lodges • 
— He had explained to him all the myfteries of Mafonry , 

• Original Writings, Vol. I. Letter 6, to Ajax. 
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folutily founded, as he faid, on religion and the biflorj 
of the church . Grte-Zwack (hews us, by the eagernefs 
with which he announces his difcovery to Spartacus - 
Weilhaupt, how much this explication coincided with 
die plots of his impiety.* No fooner has Weilhaupt 
(who on his fide was malting all polfible enquiries) re<t 
ceived the news cf this interview, though no particulars 
were mentioned, than he immediately anfwers, 41 1 doubt 
44 much whether you are acquainted with the real object 
44 of Mafonry j but I have acquired fome information on 
44 that fubjett, which I mean to make ufe of in my plan, 

44 and which I referve for our higher degrees .f Cato 
foon lent a circumftantial account to his mailer of the**- 
plana t ion that had been communicated to him, and re* 
ceived for anfwer, the important difcovery you have 
4C made at Nicodemia (Auglbourg), in your interview 
44 with the AW’^e Marotti, gives rpe extreme tleafure • 

44 Profit of this occaJion,and get all you can from bim”% 

In reading fuch paflages of their moll inornate corres- 
pondence, one is naturajly led tp alk what can occafion 
this extreme joy in the twq molbmonftrous confpirators # 
that have ever appeared on earth, at the mere difcovery 
of the myfteries of the occult Lodges of Mafonry, and of 
thofe eyen of the Scotch Lodges!— Has Weilhaupt then 
been anticipated by the Mafons in the explanation he had 
given of their fymbols, and which he has actually infert- 
ed in his myfteries ? § Could there have pre-cxifled in theft 
occult Lodges of Mafonry an impiety and plots ftrangely 
preparatory for that infidelity and thofe plots of Cato and 
Spartacus? — The confequence is frightful, but is that a 
leafon why nations fhould be blind and deny the tefti« 
mony of truth \ are we, for the honor of Mafonry, to bt 
filent on the hidden fnares (aid for them, and which will 
continue to be laid not only for them but for all nations 
in general. I 

Well fatisfied with the difcovery he had made, Wei* 

* See Cato 9 s Journal, JDiarium dee Cato , Original Write 
togs, Vo). I. 

+ Ibid. Letter 31, %d Dec. 1778. 
t Original Writings, Letter of the 6th Jan. 1779. 
i Sec Vol. III. of theft Memoirs, Degree Epepfc 
H Ibid . Letter 3*. 
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ftaupt begins to prefs the eftablifhment of a Mafoni* 
Lodge for his pupils of Munich. He immediately order- 
ed all his Areopagites to get themfelves made Mafons; 
he laid his plans for fimilar initiations at Aichftadt; and in 
all the other colonies of the Order.* Notwithstanding 
all his efforts, fuccefs declared but (lowly in his favor."*~ 
He was in pofleflion of the fecrets of the Mafons, but 
they were not initiated in his.-— The Roficrucians (aw 
with regret another fecret (ociety rifing, which drew its 
members from their Lodges, which already began to 
bring their meetings into difrepute by bragging that it a- 
lone was in poffeffion of the real fecrets of Mafenry.— 
Notwithflanding the impiety of the fecrets of the Rofi- 
crucians, and though their fyftems all had a fimilar ten- 
dency with refpeft to the annihilation of Chriffianity > ftill 
the path they had chofen was quite different from that 
which Weifhaupt had adopted* He defpifed all the non- 
fenfe of their Alchymy; above all hedetefted their The- 
ofophy. He laughed at the double principle* at the gaod 
and evil genii, and at all thofe daemons on which the Ro- 
ficrucian founds his Mhgic, Cabal* and Myfteries of A- 
brac in fhort, notwithstanding all the benefit Wei- 
fhaupt expe&ed to reap from thefe myfteries, fymbok and 
explanations of Mafonry, he treated with the moft fove- 

♦ Let it be always remembered, that we continue to except 
the Mafons who only acknowledge the firft three degrees & 
but iven these ought never to forget^ that it •was preeijeff 
their firji three degrees which ferved as A cloak to the grand 
intrufion of Iliumirnfm* 

' t The word Abrac h derived from Abraxas, which is only 
a fet of Greek letters put together by Basilidbs, a famous 
Sophifter of Alexandria, and an herefiarch of the fecond cen- 
tury, expreffing the number of 365 Intelligences or fpirits, 
which conftituted his God. St. Jerome fays, that Abraxas was 
the fictitious God of Bafilides, expreffed in Greek numerals, 

I.*. ISO. 1 . 60 .I. 100 . Bafilide * gronnded all hh magic on the 
number of his genii; and hence the term Science of Abrac n 
ofed for the fcience of Magic ( Vide Hiermimm adoerfus Lu~ 
ctferum — A uguftinus liber de kartfus — Tertuliian de BaftlideJ 
—Manes adopted many of his errors from this Bafilides, and 
paiticularly his Eons and his magic. Thefe wjfieries of Abrac 
are mentioned in the Mafonic manufeript of Oxford, which 
bears teftjmony that fome Brethren were as much addicted to 
thefe mxflerics <f Abrac three hundred years ago, as many of 
our modern Roficrucians. 
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frcr ri gn contempt every thing that is purely cabaliftic fol- 
ly and reverie in the Roficrufians. He adopted all their 
means of impiety and laughed at their fooleries. It was 
the contention of impiety, fallen on the one tide into the 
moft abfurd Atheifra, and on the other into the moft mi* 
feraWe fiipcrftition. Hence arofe thofe diffentions and jea- 
loufies mentioned by Cato - Zwack when tracing the pro- 
grefe of Illuminifm; and it was for a long time doubtful 
which of the two competitors was to be crowned with 
fucceft* During die confli& we fee Wcilhaupt daily in- 
venting new means of triumph; but be was undecided as 
to the ufe he (hould make of his viflory.— ’ w In the firft 
w place, he writes to Zwack, I {hould have wifhed to 

* fend to London foraconftitution for our Brethren; and 
41 1 {hould iStill be of that opinion if we could make our- 
a felves matters of the Chapter (the Mafonic) of Munich. 

* You will do well to try. I can come to no determination 
M on that fubjeft until I have feen what turn our affairs 
u take. Perhaps I {hall only adopt a reform; or it may be 
u better to create a new fyftem of Mafonry for ourfelves; 

a or, may it not be tho’t convenient to incorporate Ma- t 

u fonry into our Order, and thus to make but one body 
u of them both. Time alone can decide this.”* 

To relieve the founder from this Rate of indectfion, it 
was neceflaty that he {hould become acquainted with a 
man who laid left ftrefe on difficulties, and who knew how ' 
to cut them {hort. The demon who wields the fiery fword Knifcg * 
of revolutions throws a Hanoverian Baron in his way, of 
the name of Knigge* At this name every honeft Ger- 
man Mafon will ft art back, as at the man who corrupted 
4Ven the fraternal bagatelles of the fir ft degrees of Mafonry, 
and confummated the depravity of their impious Rolic/ u- 
cians. The honeft Brethren, in their indignation, would 
alraoft forget Weifhaupt to overpower Knigge with the 
whole weight of their hatred; and to heap on him alone 
all the opprobrium of the Lodges now become the great 
feminaries of Illuminifra. The truth obliges us to lay, 
that Philo - Knigge was no other than the worthy tool of 
fytfrto^x-Weiihaupt in this grand intrulion. That which 
was executed by the one had long fince been conceived 
by theothei; and, in all probability, had it not been for 
the profound combinations of the one, the wicked a^tivi- 

* Original Writings, Letter to Cato, March i >$». 
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tf of the other would have proved fhiidefs in its attenrtpfgv 
—Unfortunately in the re union of their baneful talents, 
were to be found all the requifites for the mod confum* 
mate confpirators; in the one, for the dtreding of the 
mod difaftrous of all Se&$; in the other, for the propaga- 
tion of its myftcrics and the recruiting of its confpiring 
bands* 

Weifliaupt, like Satan, profoundly meditated the de- 
ft ru&ion of mankind, while Knigge may be compared to 
thofc Genii winged like the plague, ever hovering and im- 
patient to receive the Orders of the King of Hell to bend 
their courfe wherever he will point out evil to be done- 
Weifliaupt proceeds flowiy in his combinations, weighs 
his refources, compares the different eflays, and, left he 
ihould miftake, defers and fufpends his choice. Knigge* 
in his levity, has fooner a&ed than deliberated; he fees 
where evil can be done; he does it, and is ready to found 
a retreat, fliQuld his firft attempts fad of fuccefs. The 
one forefees the obftacles he may have to encounter, and 
fecks to evade them; the other proceeds boldly in fpite 
of all, and looks on the time fpent in refle&ion as fo much 
loft from the execution* The former is aware of every 
fault that can impede his progrefs; the latter proceeds 
heedlefs of the faife fteps he may have taken* 

Encompaffed with darknefs, how great would have 
been the happinefs of Weifliaupt could he but have been 
gratified with a fight of the world in ruins, and that with*- 
out being himfelf feenl The confcioufnefs of his crimes 
would have been to him that grateful fenfstion which vir- 
tue raifes in the honeft heart. The power of doing harm 
is more dear to him, than a celebrity which might have 
proved fatal to the execution of his plots* Knigge, on the 
contrary, fhows himfelf every where, meddles with every 
thing; his utmoft ambition was to appear to have been 
the agent in whatever was done. Both are impious, and 
both have fworn the overthrow of the laws; but Wei- 
fhaupt from the very beginning had laid down his prin- 
ciples; he had followed them through all their confe- 
quenccs; his revolution is to be the accomplifhment of 
them all; and he will think his attempt friytlefs, ihould 
a fingle law, focial or religious, eicape the ggperal wreck. 
With Knigge, both his impiety and his plans of rebel- 
lion have had their gradual progreffion: he fucceffively 
auendfd ail the public and occuft fchools of the InfideU- 
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ty of the ige# He can vary his means and adapt himfelf 
to the different chara&ers he has to deal with. He al(b 
wi£be$ for a revolution, but he will not lofe the occafion 
of one that offers, in hopes of that particular one which 
he wifhes to operates Where he cannot form an Atheid^ 
he will form a Deift or a Sceptic; as circumftanccs may 
require, he will aft the part of* any fpecies of Sophidcr, or 
engage in anv degree of rebellion. Weifhaupt wifhes to 
involve in univerfai ruin, religion, magidrates, fociety, 
and property, that he may indal his nomadt clans, his 
Men King*, and his Equality and Liberty* Knigge is 
content to deftroy lefs, provided he defpotically fways o- 
ver all that has efcaped deftru&ion. In the filcnt (hades 
of his retreat* the one has more accurately dudied the 
nature of man, and has laid his plans for new-modelling 
human nature according to his views. The other is bet- 
ter acquainted with them from his habit of intrigue, and 
is eafier pleafed with the afcendancy he can require over 
them. In (bort, the former may be (aid to prepare his 
poifons with more art, while the latter retails them bet- 
ter ; and between them they wield the mighty power of 
deftruftion. 

When the common enemy of human nature brought 
thefe two fiends of rebellion in contact with each other, 
they had already acquired all thofe habits and means which 
muft render their union fatal to mankind. The Hanove- 
rian Baron had been cad upon the earth nearly at the 
fame time that the Bavarian monfter had been engender- 
ed. His whole life appears to have been but one continu- 
ed preparation for the part he was to adl in feconding 
Weifhaupt, and particularly to open the gates of the 
Lodges from the North to the South, and from the Eaft 
to the wed, to receive the founder of Illuminifm, and de- 
liver over to him all thofe adepts who, trained by the 
higher rayderies of Mafonry, had long fince been pre- 
pared to receive thofe of the modern Spartacus. 

Knigge informs us, that from his youth he had always 
had an invincible propenlity towards fecret focieties ; and 
that while a boy he had founded one of thofe little focie- 
ties fo common in the Protedant Univcrfitics, and of 
which we have before fpoken. He had acquired this turn 
from his father, whom he had obierved fpending his time 
in the dudy of tiie Mafonic Myfteries, and hi* money in 
Jthe vain pturfuit of the Philofaphcr’s Stone. T he father’s 
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gold had vanifhed in the crucible, and the (bn reaped 
nothing but the drofs. No fooner had he attained the 
neceflary age, than he got himfelf made a Freemafon in 
one of thofe Lodges called of the Stria Obfervance • He 
rofe to the degree of Templar, that i6 to fay, of thofe Ma^ 
fans who, ftill flattering themfelves with die hopes of re- 
covering the poffeflions of that once celebrated Order, 
diftribute in the mean time the different titles formerly 
borne by thofe Knights. Knigge became one of theta 
Brother Commanders under the title of Eques a Cygno 
'{Knight of the Swan). Contrary to his expectations, 
She found this to be but an empty title without any emo- 
lument. W idling to make up for this deficiency, and 
ftill more a&uated with the defire of acquiring that im- 
portance in the Lodges at lead, which he could not ac- 
quire elfewbere, he made himfelf the difciple of the fa- 
mous Mountebank Schroeder at Marbourg. When 
in company with this Schroeder, or the Caglioftro of Ger- 
many, PVhat man , as he (ays himfelf, would not have 
been fired with zeal for Theofophy, Magic , and Alchymyt 
Thefe were the mvfteries of the Mafons of the Stria Ohm 
fervance. Violent, fantajiical, ana reft left, as he describes 
himfelf, he at the age of five and twenty was a firm be- 
liever in all thefe myfteries ; he even pradtifed all the 
evocations of fpirits, and other follies of ancient and 
modern Cabal. Soon he began to doubt whether he reaU 
ty believed or ought to believe in all this fluff. He flat - 
tered himfelf with the hopes that, in the midft of thefe 
enchantments and magic fpells,fA* chaos of bis ideas would 
fubfide. To gain knowledge, and put his mind at cafe, 
he would willingly have gained admiffion into every Ma- 
ionic Lodge. He found means of getting admitted into 
' the higher degrees, procured the rarefi and mojl my fieri - 
ousmanufsripts , and even fludied all their different Seels.* 
Then, as if he wifhed to convert himfelf into a vaft em- 
porium of every error, he applied to the doctrines of the 
modern Sophiilers, and thus plied his unfortunate brain 
on the one fide with all the delirious conceits of Cabaliftic 
Mafonrv, and on the other with the impious doctrines of 
the felf-crcated Philolophers. His attempts at fortuue 
were fimilar to thofe he had made for the acquilition of 
fcicncc, nor was he more lUccefsi’ul.— A courtier without 

* See his Lafl Obfervatioos, P. 
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S ivor, he deferts his Prince to take the direction of a Play- 
boufc ; thence he accepts a commiffion in the fervicu of 
the Prince of Heffe Caffel ; but is ibon difmiffed, in con- 
(equence of the violence and reftleffnefs of his temper.-— 

He then turns author, and writes violent declamations 
againft the Roman Catholics; then, in confequence of 
feme hope of preferment (I know not what), he makes 
a public profeffion of their faith ; but, not fucceeding as 
he hoped, he deferts them, abufes them more fcurriloufly 
than ever, takes part with the Proteftants, but writes in 
favor of Deiftn.* Such had been the reftlefs education 
of the man who was to prove the moft worthy fupporter 
and the moft adtive co-operator that Weifhaupt yet had 
found* 

By a ftrange coincidence, juft at die very time that 
thefe Confpirators met, Knigge had been projecting a 
conqueft of Mafonry, and had formed fuch plans for an 
univerfal con fpi racy, that he fcarcely leaves the honor of 
invention to Weimaupt. The account given by Knigge 
will beft explain this coincidence* 

It was in the year of our Lord 1780 ; and a general 
aflembly of Mafons had been convoked at Willemfbaden 
for the next year, under the protection of the Duke of 
Brunfwick and of the Landgrave of Heffe Caffel. * On 
44 the news of this,” fays Philo- Knigge, 44 1 caft an eye 
44 on the imroenfe multitude of brethren : I obferved it to 
44 be compofed of men of all ftations in life, of noblemen, 

44 of men ofgreat riches, of great power, and alfoofBre- 
44 thren poffeffing great knowledge and activity. I law 
44 thefe men all actuated by one common fer.timent, tho* 

44 1 could not very well conceive the objeft of their union* 

44 1 faw them all bound by an oath of the moft profound * 

44 fecrecy, without being able to form any better idea as 

44 to the objedfc of it* 1 beheld them divided in their opi- 

44 nions, nor could 1 comprehend on which fide the error 

44 lay ; ftill left could I furmife what had been the grand 

44 obftacle that had impeded the advantages which man-. 

44 kind had reafon to expeCt from F reemafonry.— N ever- 
44 thclefe how great would thefe advantages have been, if 
44 diftinguKhing afiions from fpeculations, opinions had 
44 been left to each individual, while a regular fyftem of 
u conduct was followed, perpetually tending towards the 

* Set bis Laft Obftrvatioasr P* %$• 


Digitized by Google 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY! 

c < advantage of humanity in general, and dftb$ Brethren 

* i» particular / Had they agreed on a fyftem of laws 
w for the mutual and general fupport of each other ; to 
“ raife deprefled or obfcure merit! to fecond with all the 
<c power and influence of Mafonry all plans for general 
<c utility ; to favor the advancement of the Brethren ; to 
<4 meafure out the different employments in the State to 
** the Bf etbren, according to their capacities , and in pro- 

portion as they fhould have profited of the advantages 
€ * to be reaped from secret societies in the arts of 
“ knowing men and of governing them without con- 
** Jlraint”* 

4 Meditating and muftng on thefe ideas,” continue! 
« Knigge, a 1 had refolved on all my plans of reform, 

* and had fent them to Willemfbaden. I received polite 
« anfwers ; they pramifed to take my work into confide- 
« ration at the general meeting, that was about to be held. 
« But I foon had reafon to believe, that the benevolent 
« and difmterefted views of the illuftrious chiefs and pro- 
« te£tors of Mafonry would be but very ill feconded ; that 
« partial views and difcordant interelts would play off 
« every artifice to make the fyftems of particular Se£b 
« predominate^ and I forefaw how difficult it would he 
« to make one cap fit fo many heads . Meanwhile I com- 
« municated my plans to different Mafons, and repeated- 
« lyexprefTed my fears; when, in July 1780,! made ac- 
« quaiptance with Diomede s (the Marquis of Conftan* 
«* zu) in a Lodge at Fiankfort on the Mein, who had 
<* been fent from Bavaria by the Illuminees to eftablUh 
« new Colonies in the Proteftant States, I informed him 
« of my views with refpedt to a general reform of Free- 

mafonry; and that, perfectly convinced of the inutility 
of the meeting at Willemfbaden I had refolved to work 
at the eftablifbment of my fyftem feconded by a few 
a Mafons my particular friends, and who were fpread 
« throughout Germany. After having heard me explain 
u my intentions, why,” faid he, fhould you give your- 
c< felf the trouble to found a new fociety, when there al- 
w ready exifts one which has undertaken all that ^ou wifh 
a to do, which can in every way gratify your thirft for 
€f knowledge, and open a wide field for your a&ivity and 
5 * defire of being ufeful; a fociety, in fhort, which is i$ 

? his Laft Obferv^tions, f, a?. 
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"f pofleffion of all the (ciences and all the authority neces* 

lary for the accomplifhment of your objedh”* 

The Marquis wascorredl; for there exifted amoft 
finking coincidence between the plots of his mafter and 
thofe propofed by Knigge to raife deprefled or obfcure 
merit, and fuccor fuffering virtue ; to teach the adepts 
the art of knowing men; to conduit mankind to happi- 
nefs, and to govern them without their perceiving it— 
Like Knigge, Weifhaupt alfo had invented that invi- 
fible concatenation which, proceeding from the tene- 
brous meeting of his lurking fenate, was to extend its 
ramifications over every dafs of citizens, and, di&ating 
laws from thefe dark recefles, the Brotherhood was to 
leave no art untried to caufe them to be promulgated by 
the councils of the Prince, f Thus far the two Arch-* 
cbnfpirators follow the fame plan ; but the truth is, that 
Weifhaupt only feeks power to deftrov, and gives laws 
but to annihilate every law ; while Philo-, Knigge will 
look upon nations as fufficiently free, provided he can but 
fubjclt their magiftrates and rulers to the decrees of the 
Mafonic Lodges ; though the Liberty, therefore, fought 
by the one be the death of focicty, that of the other will 
be its eternal (hame, T wo fuch men co uld not long re-* 
main fepacate; pride may give rife to temporary difagree- 
ments ; but they will co-operate fufficiently for tfie mifor 
ry of mankind. 

Knigge could fcarceJy exprefs the joy and aftontfh* 
ment with which he learned that the plans he had con-r 
ceived were already executing. He threw himfelf into 
the arms of the Illuminizing Apoftle, and immediately 
received the degrees of Candidate, of Novice, and was 
even admitted into the Mineral Academy. Wew 
fhaupt foon fe)t the importance of fuch an acquifidoQ| 
though in Revolutionary Impiety he found Knigge even 
more advanced than he wiffied. This latter immediately 
fet to work for the Illuminees with as much zeal as if he 
had been profecuting his own plan, and took upon him* 
felf the million on which Diomedes had been fent. Ne* 
ver had llluminifm beheld fo adtive and fo infatuating 4 

• See his taft Obfervatioos, P. 3*. 

J Original Writings, firft Statutes of the iUuroiaee, ao4 
rations for the Reggot. 
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Recruiter. The lift of Novices and Brethren ms fwol- 
len with amazing rapidity, nor did he* like Weilhaupt, 
merely enlrft youths coming from the College, but men 
who had attained the age of maturity, and whofe impiety 
was already known to him.— He more particularly fe- 
tched thofe whom in tire Lodges he hadobferved to have 
a greater propenfity for the Occult Myfteries. 

Weifhaupt in his firft furprize could not help admir- 
ing his new Apoftk ; and thus extols him to his Areopa- 
gus: “ Philo- Knigge alone does more than all of you 
4£ pi^t together could even hope to do* . . . Philo is the 
“ matter from whom you all fhould take leilons. . * . 
tc Give me only fix fuch men, and I wfll engage to change 
“ the whole face of the univerfe.”* The grand point 
which gave Weilhaupt fo much plcafurewas the difeove - 
fy of that generation of men who were already prepared 
fur his plots, and which in part difpenfed with the labo- 
rious education he had found neceflary for the preparation 
of youth ; and indeed we foon after fee him inftruding 
his recruiters to follow Knigge*s method of proceeding. f 
Nor was he lefs pkafed to fee the Seft daily gaining 
ground, and that without any violence, in thofe very 
Lodges which he wiflied fo much to reduce under his 
fiibjedtio'n. 'This rapid fuccefs, however, gave rife to 
dftficultfcs which muft have difgufted any other man ; but- 
Knigge was exaSly the perfon to remedy them. 

Tricked by the Apoftolic Marquis, as the latter had 
been before by Weifh.iupt, with regard to the antiquity, 
omnifcience, and power of Illuminifin, Knigge had only 
been admitted as yet to the preparatory degrees ; nor had 
he the lead fufpicion that the remaining degrees had n*> 
exiftence but in the brain or portfolio of the modem 
Spartacu j. He expe&ed grand myfteries; he afked for 
them, both in his own name and in the name of the Old 
Mafons who were not to be treated like boys from the 
college in their Minerval Academy. — Weifliaupt had 
recourfe to all thofe fubterfugo6 by which he had hereto- 
fore fuccccded in keeping his pupils in ftifpenfe with res- 
pc& to the higher myfteries ; and the more he extolled 
them by afking for new trials the more prefling Knigge 

• * Original Writings, Vol. I.Let. 56, and Laft Obfcmtionn 

T. 49 - 

- t Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 7- 
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Became, 'who told him that fuch trials might-be nccejfnry 
in th e Catholic countries , but were by no means fo in the 
Prvtqftant ones , where the fpirit of Philofophy had made 
a much greater progrefe.*— -Weifhaupt continued to fhift 
hit ground, and Kuig&e became more preffing in his de- 
mands. — The old Mafans, famous for decyphering the 
hieroglyphics, alked for fome which might anfwer to the 
enthufiafm with which he had infpired theni. They 
threw out hints of abandoning him as an impoftor who 
had deluded them with idle promifes, unlefs he kept his 
word with diems and IUuminifm muft have been irrepal- 
tly undone had fo many Brethren abandoned him under 
• that perfiiafion, Thefe perpetual folicitations at length 
forced Weifhaupt’s fecret from him: “ His letters (fays 
a Knigge) at length informed me, that this Order, pro r 
K feffedly fo ancient, had no other cxiftence than in his 
a own head, and in the preparatory clajfes he had efta- 
« bliXbed in the Catholic countries; but that he had a 

large quantity of excellent materials for the higher de- 
h grees. In making this avowal he begged me to pardon 
« his litde finefle ; for (faid he) I have fought in vain af- 

* ter worthy co-operators ; no perfon has ever entered fo 
« deeply into my views as you have j nor has any perfon 

feconded me with fo much activity. He told me, that 
a I was a man fent from Heaven Yecond him in his 
a undertaking ; that he threw himfelf upon my honor, 
u and was willing to give me up all his papers; and that 
K in future, not looking upon himfelf as my fuperior, he 
** would be content to work under my direction ; that the 

* Brethren were expefting me in Bavaria, where all the 
u neceilary fteps could be agreed upon, and that they were 
€l ready to pav my expenfes there. 

Had Weimaupt thought Knigge to be a man lefs tb 
he depended upon, this would have been the only error 
wefhould have feen this confpiring genius fall into. He 
muft have been the only man on earth who could have 
looked upon his higher degrees and means of reduction as 
incomplete. The myfteries and the difeourfe for the de- 
jgrea*of Epopt were finiflbed ; all that has been laid before 
thereader on this degree was already compofed j % Knigge 

* Laft Obfervations of PhiU 9 fromP. 35 to 55. 
f Laft Obfervatiops of Pbilo % from P. to 5 5. 

X See the original of this difeourfe in the Ouginal Writings, 
Tol. H,Part II. 


Digitized by Google 



ANTISOCIAL COftSPiltAfcY; 


fhaV have ornamented the impiety and diforganifcing prin* 
Ciples; but neither Knigge nor all the powers of hell 
could have added to them. The fame may be faid of the 
tneans of fedudtion. All the cunning of the Infmuators 
and dire Ring Illumine es is to be found either in his firft 
degrees, or in the inftruflion for the Provincials; his ir* 
tefolution can only be attributed to the immenfity of his 
powers for fedu&ion which no Other perfon but himfelf 
could conceive. Hence he Was led to fuppofe that what 
he had done was incomplete, becaufe he thought he could 
do it ftill better. In a word, had he fent his code as it was, 
knigge would have profited of what had been completed, 
Sind would never even have furmifed that he could have 
perfected it. Elated to a great degree at the idea of ex* 
tricating from a difficulty a man whofe plot* and fyflems 
fo perfectly coincided with his own, he haftened to his 
fuccor. fte had foon run over all the papers that We'i- 
Ihaupt entrufted him with; made his appearance at the 
Council of the Areopagites ; and in a few days got thd 
better of all their irrefolutiort With refpeft to the divifiori 
of clafles and degrees, and of the higher and lower mys* 
teries. The chief point, and which in thefe circumftan* 
ces required an immediate decifion, was to know what 
rank fhould be given to the F reemaibns in the Order, a$ 
a mode of facilitating the general intrufion into the Lodg- 
es. Knigge had already proved that they might entirely 
rely on him as to the number of Mafonic brethren to be 
gained over to Illuminifrrt ; his vote carried the pointy 
afid the Intermediary Clofs of Mafonry was irrevocab^ 
determined. 

About this time the Deputies of the Lodges flocked 
from all parts to Willemfbaden. It was an obje& of great 
importance for Weifhaupt and his Council, that no fteps 
inimical to their views on Mafonry fhould be taken at 
that aflembly. — To obtain an account of all their pro- 
ceedings, Philo had taken care to have Minot named a 
deputy. As to himfelf, he preferred being in the neigh- 
borhood of the congrefs, there to watch its motions, and 
only to act by his agents. He had received full powers 
from Weifhaupt and the Council of Areopagites to take 
fuch fteps as circumftances might require. 

The article which required the greateft expedition was* 
*° ^complete the higher parts of the code, and to decide oil 
\vhat degrees were to be given to the Mafons* who WOW 
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too far advanced in the myfteries to be fubje&ed to the tri- 
als of the Minerval School ; and Knigge had fpeedily exe- 
cuted this firft part of his miffion. His adive pen had foon 
made choice of its materials from Weifhaupt*s portfolio. 
According to his agreement with the Areopagites, he left 
all die preparatory degrees, fuch as Novice , Minerval \ 
and Minor Illumtnee , which had already been conferred 
6fi feveral of the adepts, in their primitive ftate. It had 
alfo been agreed, that the firjl three degrees of Mafonry 
(now become the intermediary degrees of Illuminifm) 
mould not be touched. He united the Major Uluminee 
to the Scotch degrees. In the degree of Epopt and Re- 
gent, he condenfed every feditious and impious principle, 
as well as every article that he could find in Weifhaupt’s 
works; and hence arofe that aftonifhing code already 
inveftigated in the foregoing volume. 

It was not long before Weifhaupt again gave way to 
his irrefolution ; for he was always inventing fame new 
art offedu&ion; but while he was deliberating Knigge 
Was ailing. The fuccefs of the fecond part of his miffion, 
or his views on the Mafons of Wiilemfbaden, entirely 
depending on the final determination of the myfteries for 
the degrees of Epopt and Regent , Weifhaupt was prefs- 
ed once more, and, approving the whole, he ftgned ant 
jealed them with the grand feal of the Order . 

Knigge now had only to attend to his miffion at Wil- 
lemfbaden. We fhall foon follow him to that Congrefs of 
Mafonry ; but we mult firft explain to our readers of 
what fpecies of men this grand aflembly was compofed ; 
and what the great agents were, that had already prepa- 
red the fuccefs and enfured the triumph of the new mys- 
teries over thofe of Freemafonry.* 

9 For the whole of this chapter, fee the Laft Obfcrvationt 
bf Philo* from P. 55 to 113 ; alfo his firft Letter to Cat§ 9 Ori- 
ginal Writings, Vol. 11 . and his convention with the Areopa- 
gites. Ibid* 
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CHAP. IV. 


Congrefs of the Freemafons at Willemfbaden—Of their 
divers Sefts^ and particularly of that of the Theofophi • 
phical Illumine eg. 

I T was by no means the deputies of an infignificant 
fociety that were flocking from all parts of the uni- 
verfe to Willemibaden. At that period, many mafonfc 
conceived their numbers to amount to three millions of 
brethren ; and the Lodge de la Candeur at Paris, in its 
Circular Letter of the 3 i/l May, 1782, fuppofes that 
France alone contained one million. DoXor Stark (one 
of the moil learned writers of the Order) in his work on 
the ancient and modern myfteries, pofitively fays, that at 
the loweft computation the number of mafons at that time 
mujl have amounted to one million .* Let the hiitorian 
abide by this eftimate, let him be ever fo partial, yet at 
the fight of thefe deputies fent by a Secret Society com- 
pofed of at leaf! a million of adepts, all flocking to their 
myfterious congrefs, what ferious refleXions muft arife, 
and how important the confideration both to nations and 
their rulers ! • 

What inconceivable motive is it then that draws forth 
thefe agents and deputies from all parts of the globe, from 
Europe, Afia, Africa, and America, agents of men aH 
bound by the oath of fecrecy, both as to the nature of their 
aflociation and the objeX of their myfteries i What in- 
tentions can aXuate, what plans are brought by thefe de- 
puties of fo formidable an afiociation fecretly fpreading 
its ramifications around us, throughout town and coun- 
try, creeping into our habitations, and encompafling em- 
pires? What do they meditate, what are they going 
to combine either for or againlt nations ? If they thus 
‘convene for the general good of humanity, and the wel- 
fare of nations, whence do they derive their right of deli- 
berating on our religion, morals, or governments ? Who 
has entrufted them with our interefts'? Who has fubjeX- 

* Chap. 15 . 
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ed the worU to their decrees, and their pretended wifdom > 
Who has told them that we wifh to a d, to think, or to be 
governed according to their decifions and fabterraneous 
machinations ; or in their language according to their 
ihduflrious and fecret influence . 

Should their plans be confpiracies, arifing in a wtfh to 
change the nature of our worfhip and of otrr laws, infi- 
dious Brethren, perfidious citizens, by what right do you 
pretend to live among us as children of the fame fociety, 
or fubje& to the fame magiftrates ? 

But (hould it neither be for nor againft nations, (hould 
their only object be to draw more dufe the bonds of their 
fraternity, to propagate their benevolence, and their gene- 
ral love of mankind, then will I anfwer, Amufe the popu- 
lace with fuch bubbles, ad Populum P baler as ! What! 
you that live on the banks of the Thames or of the Ta- 
gus, in the plains watered by the Tiber or Viftula, are you 
to emigrate to the Rhine or to the Elbe, there in the dark 
abodes of Mafbnry to coalefce and deliberate with men 
whom you have never before feen nor will ever meef 
again ? There is great occafion for you to go there to 
learn how to love and fuccor thofe with whom you daily 
cohabit ! The Englifhman, the Ruffian, or the Ameri- 
can, is to go and bury himfelf in a German Lodge to 
learn how to be charitable at home !— The voice of na- 
ture and of the Gofpel then is only to be heard within 
the fecret recedes of Mafonry? Or are we to be told, 
that men have braved the dangers of the Ocean and erod- 
ed whole empires to affift at a fraternal banquet, thereto 
drink a toaft given in a zig-zag or a fquare\ or perhaps 
to chant fome hymns facred to innocent Equality; and 
that for thefe harmlefs amufements they (hould have cho- 
fen a den only worthy of the deepeft confpirators ! Let 
them find other pretences, or not wonder of being fufpeft- 
ed of confpiring. Such language every citizen, every 
magiftrate, every fovtreign, was entitled to hold to them 
deputies flocking to Willem(baden. Happy would it 
have been for Mafonry had fuch language been held; for 
it might have faved the Brethren the eternal ihame of hav- 
ing become the vile inftruments and accomplices of Wei- 
(haupt. 

Had any religious body, had even die Bifhops of the 
church, held a general meeting, the civil power, without 
doubt, would have ufgd its rijjht of fending its conunii£ta 
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ries to fuch a meeting, and they would hare been infthnft* 
ed to watch, left under pretence of debating on ecdeiias- 
tical affairs, the right of the ftate (hould be infringed.—* 
But all governments permitted the mafons peaceably to 
proceed to the congrefs of Willemlbaden. The brethren 
even had paffports from the civil powers. For more than 
fix months did thefe deputies deliberate in their imtnenio 
Lodge, without any fovereign harboring the leaft fufpi- 
cion as to his own fafety, or that of his people. They 
all relied on thofe princes who were themfelv^s initiated 
in the myfteries of Mafonry ; they were in air probability 
ignorant that Brethren of that rank are but partially ad* 
mitted to the fecrets of the Seft ; nor were they aware, 
that great names are only cloaks under which fecret foci- 
eties often confpire againft their very prote&ors. They 
had not conceived, that the only means of efcaping the 
vengeance of fuch focieties was to toler ate none, 
not even thofe that are known to be innocent; for the 
confpiratWj ever watchful, can have no more favorable 
opportunity of affuming the garb of innocence, than in 
thefe fecret recedes, where fooner or later he will find 
means of involving the undefigning members in his crimi- 
nal plots. 

Sovereigns were equally ignorant of the ftate in which 
Mafonry was at the time of the too famous meeting of 
Willemlbaden; had they but known it, theutmoft feve- 
rity might have become a duty on them. To judge by 
the writings of the $e£t, it never had been left difpofed 
to a reform, which fome it would feem wifhed to promote, 
and which Sir Andrew Michael Ramiay, a Scotch Baro- 
net, had attempted to bring about forty years before; nor 
is it clear that the reform he had attempted was fa- 
vorable to religion. In order to unite the efforts of the 
Brethren towards fome ufeful object, he had conceived 
the plan of an Encyclopedia, which was to have been 
executed by all the learned Mafons of the world.* If the 
pofthumous works attributed to Ramfay are really his 
(fuch as The Philofoph'tcal Principles of Natural Reli- 
gion and of Revelation , printed under his name in 1749, 
fix years after his death) I could not venture to (ay, that 
he had not forgotten the greater part of thofe leffons which 
he{iad received from Fenelon, or that the Mafonic En- 


9 See Dor auf gezogene vorhang der Frey Maurery, P. goi. 
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Cyclopzedia would have been a belter work than that ex- 
ecuted by the Sophifters D’Alembert and Diderot; nei- 
ther would I rouch that any reform was intended at that 
time in the ancient myfteries of the Lodges, other than 
the irttrodu&ion of many antichriftian errors, together 
with thofe of the Metempfichofis. But, whatever may 
kave been the reform projected by Ramfay, every thinj* 
denoted that that which the Brethren were about to accom- 
plifla at Wilhemlbaden would be no other than the con- 
lamination of the myfteries or plots of the Roficrucians. 

(See Note at the end of the Chapter ). In reality, thefe 
myfteries as well as thofe* of the Scotch Knights had on- 
ly been new modelled, the better to meet the withes of the 
aophifters, and of the Impoftors of the age. In France 
alone, under the fucceffive protection of the Princes of 
Clermont, of Conti, and of the Duke of Orleans, all 
Grand Mafters of the Order, the Clermntois Brethren , 
the African Brethren, the Knights of the Eagle , the A - 
dept, the Sublime Philofopher , were ifo many national in- 
ventions added to Malonry; and all thefe degrees were 
fteps towards our Revolution. In Germany we fee Ro - 
ft combining all thefe French inventions with the ancient 
Scotch myfteries; the Baron Hund and Shubard fubdi- 
viding Mafonry into the Strift Observance and the Lax 
Obfervance • Under the name of Templar Mafons , it dai- 
ly beheld new degrees invented, more and more threaten- 
ing to Kings and Pontiffs, who had fupprefled the Tem- 
plars. There alfo appeared the Phyfician Zinnendorf 
and with him were introduced the modern Roficrucians 
from Sweden, and their new myfteries of die Cabal , 
while the impoftor Jaeger was propagating his at Ratis- 
bon. 

There was not one of thefe new mafonic SeCts that 
did not revive fome ancient fyftem of impiety or rebellion. 

But the worft of the whole clan wafr a fort of Illumined 
calling themfelves Theofophs , whom I find continually 
confounded by fome people with thole of Weifhaupt.— • 

They are certainly no better; but they are a different 
SeCfc. The neceffity under which I lie to diftinguilh them, 
left the hiftorian Ihould be milled, obliges me to trace 
them to their origin, and to give a fhort account of their 
myfteries. 

All the Tbeofophical llluminees of this age in England, *fhe 
France, Sweden, or Germany, have drawn their princi- Theofo* 




Digitized by Google 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY; 


Si 

ph ctl II- pies from the Baron Emmanuil Swedenborg* Thisnamey 
c» I Swe” > t0 ^ ure> ^ oes not ^ eem to denote founder of a Sc<5L 
denborgi- Swedenborgs became one, perhaps, without dreaming of 
anMafcns. wy fuch thing, and through one of thofe extraordinary 
incidents which Providence in an age of impiety permits, 
to humble the pride of our Sophifters. He was ion of the 
Lutheran Bifhop of Skara, and was bom at Upfal ii* 
l6S8. After having parted the greater part of his lifeife 
the moft incongruous purfuits, as a Poet, a Philofopher, 
a Metaphyftcian, a Mineralogift, a Sailor, a Divine, and 
an Altronomer, he. was attacked by ooe of thofe violent 
fevers which leave the organs of the human frame in a. 
very deranged ftate.* His meditations or rather reve-* 
rics, took the form of thole fpeculations to which he had 
formerly been addi&ed, on the Infinite, the Creation, the 
Spirit, Matter, God, and Nature. All on a fudden ho 
thvHJght himlelf infpired, and fent by God to reveal new 
trudis. The following is the account he gives of hrs 
apoftleihip. 

44 I was one day dining very late at my hotel in Lon- 
44 don, and I ate with great appetite, when at the end of 
44 my repaiH perceived a fort of fog which obftru£ted my 
44 view, and my floor was covered with hideous reptiles. 
44 They difappeared, the darknefs was difperfed, and I 
44 plainly faw, in the midft of a bright light, a.man fitting 
44 in the corner of my room, who faid in a terrible voice, 
44 Do not eat Jo much . At thefe words my fight was be- 
<c dimmed; but 1 regained it little by little, and . then 
« found that I was alone. The next night, the fame man, 
44 refplendent with light, ftood before me, and 1‘atd: I am 
44 the Lord , Creator , and Redeemer ; I ba%n ebofeu you 
“ tq explain to men the interior and fpiritual fenje of 
44 the Jacred Scriptures . 1 will diftate what you Jball 

u write . This time I was not affrighted; and the light, 
44 though very vivid, did not affedfc my fight. The Lord 
44 was clothed in purple, and the Yifion continued for a 
. <c quarter of an hour. This very night the eyes of my 
<c interior were opened and enabled to fee into heaven, 
44 into the world of fpirits, into hell, in which places I 

# I do not fee that any of his adepts have mentioned thi* 
ilinefs ; but indeed F am not furprized at it. I quote it on the 
authority of a Phyfician, who learned it from fevcral other 
Puyflciana of London. 
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found many of my acquaintances, feme who had been 
u long fince dead, others only a fliort time.”* 

This vifion would appear more worthy of a man to 
whom one might fay in a lefs terrible voice, Do not eat fo 
mucky but rather,* indeed, Do not dunk Jo much . Swe- 
denborg declares it to have been in the year 1745. He 
lived till 1772* perpetually writing new volumes of his 
revelations, travelling every year from England to Swe- 
den, and daily from earth to heaven or to hell. It requires 
exceeding great patience to wade through all thefe works; 
and when one has ftudied them, it is difficult to form an 
idea of their author. In this Theofophical ilkimineefome 
will behold a man in a conftant delirium ; others will trace 
the Sophifter and Infidel ; while others again will take 
him for an impofter and hypocrite. Is it the madman, 
the vifionary madman in the regions of Folly, that is 
fought ? Let the reader follow him in his frequent jour- 
nies to the world of fpirits, or let him have the patience 
to hear him tell what he has feen. Oil one fide he (hews 
us a paradife perfe&ly corresponding with the earth, and 
die angels dbing every thing in the other world that men 
do in this. On the other, he defcribes heaven and its 
plains, its forefts, its rivers, its towns, and its provinces ; 
he then proceeds to the fchools for infant angels ; to the 
uni verfi ties for the learned angels ; to fairs tor the com-* 
mercial angels, and particularly for the Englifh and Dutch 
angels. The fpirits are male and female; they marry,* 
and Swedenborg was prefent at a marriage. This mar- 
riage is celeiiial ; a but,” fays he, w we are not to inter 
u that the celeftial couples are unacquainted with volup- 
u tuoufnefs. . . . The propenfity to unite, imprinted 
u by the Creator, exifts in the fpiritual bodies^ as it does 
** in the material bodies. The angels of both fexes are 
14 always in the moft peifedt ftate of beauty, youth, and 
** vigor. They enjoy therefore the utmoft voluptuoufhels 
u of conjugal love, and that to a much greater degree than 
u it is po&ble for mortals.”-)- 

From this delirium let us proceed to the importer.— 
The whole life and writings of Swedenborg depofe again ft 
him. To begin with his writings, it is always God or 

See the Preface to the Abridgement of Swedenborg’s Works. 

+ Swedenborg on the celeftial Jerufalem — of the fpiriuial 
Woild— of 4 he EnglifU— of the Dutch, kc. — Arc. Heaven. 




Digitized by Google 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY; 

an angel that fpeaks. Every thing that he tells its he tor 
feen in heaven himfelf, and he is at liberty to go there as 
often as he pleafes. He has fpirits at his command $ and 
they reveal to him the moft fecret tranfe&ions. The 
Frincefs Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, fends to confult him 
why her brother the Prince of Pruffia had died without 
anfwering a certain letter which (he had written to Uni. 
Swedenborg promifes to confulc the deceafed. The foK- 
lowing day he returns, and addrefTe&himfelf as follows te 
the Queen : “ Y our brother appeyed to me laft nighty 
44 and ordered me to inform you, that he had notanfwer- 
44 ed your letter becaufe he difapproved your conduct, be- 
44 caui'e your imprudent politics and your ambition were 
44 the caufes of the effufton of blood. I command you 
44 therefore in his name to meddle no more in ftate af- 
Ci fairs, and particularly not any more to excite troubles 
44 to which you would fooner or later fall the vi^im.”— 
The Queen was aftonifhed ; Swedenborg told her things 
that (he alone and the deceafed could know ; and the re- 
putation of the prophet was much increafed. For my 
readers to form their judgment, it will be fufficient for 
them to know that the letter the Queen had written had 
been intercepted by two fenators, who profited of this 
occafion to give her the above leffon through the medium 
of Swedenborg.* 

Take another trait of the Impoftor : — The Countefs 
of Mansfield is afraid of having to pay a fum of moneys 
fecond time, the receipt being miflaid at her hufband’s 
death. She confults Swedenborg, and in the name of the 
deceafed he comes to acquaint her where the receipt was 
to be found; He could very eafily give the information 


* See Mr. Rollig’s letter in the Monat Shrifft of Berlin, Ja- 
nuary, 1788. When the difciples of Swedenborg faw Mr. 
Rollig’s ietter appear, they gave a new turn to the dory. It 
was no longer the Queen queftioning Swedenborg about the 
letter ; (he (imply afked, Whether he hadfeen her brother ? Swe- 
denborg is laid at the end of a week to return to the Queen, 
and tell her things that (h£ believed herfelf to be alone conver- 
sant with, after the deceafe of the Prince. This contrivance 
gives a whole week in place of a day to prepare the trick. I 
now learn a third ; according to JDe Mainauduc, the letter was 
i'carcely written when Swedenborg, without even feeing it, 
divines the object and di&ates the anfwer before hand. Wnen 
this fcheme is exploded, it is to be hoped that the brethren 
will invent another. 
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to fee Aire, for he ha i found the receipt in a book which 
bad been returned him by the Count. It was the Queen 
Ulrica who gave this natural explanation of the fadt ; yet 
file is neverthelefs quoted by the difciples as an authority 
to prove the miracle.* Certainly we have fliown enough 
of the impoftor; but the important perfon for our canii- 
deration is the Illuminizing law-giver, the Sophifter of 
Impiety; and Swedenborg’s character partakes much 
more of this than is generally fuppofed. His manner 
would lead us to think that his hypocrify was not inferior 
to his impiety. Never did any man Ipeak more of the 
love of God and of the love of his neighbor; never did 
any perfon more frequently quote the Prophets and the 
Scriptures; or aiFedt more refpedt for Chrift and more 
zeal for Chriftianity ; never aid any one better alTume 
the character and tone of a fincere, religious, and upright 
man : Neverthelefs, I muft fay, never did any man (how 
more duplicity and impiety; never did any one conceal 
the moft refolute defign of annihilating Chriftianity and 
every Religion, under the rnalk of zeal, more completely 
than he did. Let all his followers proteft againft this as- 
fertion ; to expofe the two fyflems of their matter will am- 
ply fuffice to juftify the imputation. I fay two fyjlems % 
becaufcas Swedenborg always had two fenfei , the one in* 
temal and allegorical^ the other external or liter al^ to 
explain and overthrow the Scriptures; fo he has alio/tt'# 
fy/lems* the one apparent for fools and dupes; the other 
fecret and hidden, and referved for the adepts ; the one 
tending only in appearance to reform Chriftianity on the 
reveries of Dcifm ; the other leading to all the Impiety of 
Atheifm, Spinofifm,Fanaticifm, and Mater ialifm. 

I lament with my readers, that fuch is the nature of 
our revolutions, that to know and unfold their caufes it is 
necettaryto ftudy manifold Sedts, and wade through dis • 
gutting fyftems. Few people are aware of the multitude 
of Antichrittian, impious, and tenebrous fa&ions that had 
overrun the earth to prepare the advent of our difatters« 
I myfelf for a long time defpifed thefe Tbeofopbical Illu - 
winces. But I found them at Wilhemlbaden; and the 
part they adfced at firft in concurrence with Weilhaupt, 

* Preface to the Abridgment of Swedenborg's Works — the 
Edition of them by Peinctti— Eflay on the Illurainees written 
by Mirabeau, Note 8. 
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and afterward in union with him, obliged me to inVe&~ 
gate their Se&; and my reader muft have a fliort and pre- 
cife idea of each of their two fyftems. The firft, which 
I call apparent , is compiled for men who ftill wilh to 
preferve the words God, Religion, Spirit, Heaven, and 
Hell ; but who, fwerving from Chriftianity, are aban- 
doned by the Almighty to all the abfurdities and follies 
of Antbropomorphifm* Forfuch perfons Swedenborg has 
invented two worlds , the one inviftble and fpiritual^ the 
other vtfible and natural . Each of thefe worlds has the 
form of a man ; together they compound the univerfe, 
which has alfo the form of a man • 

The fpiritual world comprehends Heaven ; the JVorld 
of Spirits , and Hell . This Heaven, World of Spirits, 
and Hell, are formed to the Image of Man y that is to lay 
of God himfelf. 

For God is alfo man\ indeed it is only the Lord or God, 
that can be pi'operly called man.- — This God man is un- 
created , infinite , prefent every where by his humanity — 
Though God and Man at the fame time, he is but of one 
nature, one effence, and particularly but one in perfon . — 
It is true, there is a God the Father, a God the Son, and 
a God the Holy Ghoft, but Jefus Chrift alone is theFa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, according as he man- 
ifclts himfelf by the creation, redempti on, or fan&ifka- 
tionj and the Trinity of perfons in God y according to 
Swedenborg, is an impiety which has produced many 
others . 

This doflrine againft the Trinity is one of thofe arti- 
cles to which the Sophifter and his difciples molt fre- 
quently advert, and particularly infift upon, even in their 
Catechifms for children. 

Though we are to believe the exiftenceof but one na- 
ture and of one perfon in this God~Man y Father , Son y 
and Holy Ghojl y yet in each man we are to conceive two 
diftindt men \ the one fpiritual and interior , the other 
exterior and natural. The Man-fpirit or interior , has 
a heart , h*ngs y feet and hands y and all the different parts 
of the human frame, which belong to the vifible arid ex- 
terior man.* 

* Every thing that is (aid here of this fyftem is exgradtod 
either from the Works of Swedenborg* which 1 have io my 
pofltflion , fuch as lus DUirine of the K&w ferufalsm y Us Spi\ 
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There are alio three diftinft things in every man, tha 
hdy y the foul , and the fpirit, W e are all acquainted with 
the body, and Swedenborg makes no change in it; but 
his fpirit is that interior man y who has a heart y lungs , 
and afpiritual body entirely modelled on the natural bo- 
dy. But the foul y that is the man himfelf, children receive 
from their father ; the body is the envelope and is of the 
mother . 

Notwithftanding this body, this fpirit, and this foul,rtv- 
ry thing that man thinks or that he wills is infufed into 
him through the influence of Heaven or of Hell. “ He im- 
44 agines that his thoughts are actually his own, and his 
44 volition in himfelf and from himfelf, while neverthelefs 
41 the whole is infufed into him. If he believed the real 
44 fa&, he would not then appropriate evil aftions to him- 
44 felf, for he would reje&. them from himfelf to Hell, 
44 whence they come. Neither would he appropriate to 
44 himfelf good actions, and for that reafon would pretend 
44 to no merit from them. He would be happy; he would 
44 fee according to the Lord, the Good and the Evil 
or, in other words, he will find that he is mafter neither 
of histhoughts nor actions; that he is deprived of free- 
agency, and that he can neither merit nor demerit. 

This poor being who fo grofsly miltakes himfelf when 
be believes himfelf to be thinking or ailing of himfelf, 
has alio, fallen into a multitude of other religious errors, 
becaufe he does not rightly underftand the facred ferip- 
tures. In the Books of Revelation every thing is allego- 
rical every thing has two fenfes, the one cclejlial y fpirit- 
ualy interior ; the other, natural , exterior , literal • It is 
from not having underftood the fpiritual and celeftial 
fenfe that Chriftians have believed in the Son of God 
made Man, and in his death on the Crofs for the Re- 
demption of mankind. Swedenborg, one day prefent in 
Heaven at a great council, heard and repeats thefe words 
of an angel, who was a great divine : 44 How is it poffible 
44 that the Chriftian world can abjure found reafon, and 
44 rave to fuch a degree as to eftablilh the fundamental 

ritual World , his Apoealypfe Revealed ; or from divers abridg- 
ments of his Works in French and Englilhf made by his difci- 
ples. 

* Extraft from the New Jerufalera and from the Aicana* 
dirt. Influence, No. 277. 
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* principles of their belief on paradoxes of fuch a nature, 
which evidently militate againft the divine offence, the 
<c divine love, the divine wifdom, the omnipotence, and 
the univeral prefence of God ? What he is fuppofed 
u to have done, a good matter would not have done againft 
u his fcrvtmts, nor even a wild beaft againft its young !”* 
The fame angel told him many other things, which over- % 
turn all the remaining articles of the Chriftian belief.— 
One point in particular he afferts, which muft give plea- 
fiire to the wicked, when he teaches them to feoff at Hell, 
particularly when he fays, that it is contrary to the di- 
vine ejfence to deprive a ftngle man of his mercy ; that the 
whole of thofe doctrines are contrary to the divine na- 
ture , which the Cbrijlian world does not feem to be aware 

Another part of the do<Sirine which muft be alfo very 
acceptable to the wicked, is the (late with which Swe« 
denborg*flatters them in the other world, and the time he 
gives them after death to gain Heaven. According to 
his new Gofpel, the inftant that man believes to be that 
of his death, is the moment of his refurre&ion ; and no 
other refurreition is allowed of. At that very inftant be 
appears in the fpiritual world under tie human form , ex* 
adtly as if he was in this world; under this form he be- 
, comes an angel, and no other angels exift but thofe who 
become fo at their departure from this world. All thefe 
angels inhabit the world of fpirits, and are received there 
by other angels, who inftrudt them in the fpiritual fenfe 
■o^the Scriptures. They are allowed till the age of thirty 
to learn this fenfe , and to repent in the world of fpirits.— 
But left we fhould revert to the delirious Illuminee, let 
us haften to that part of his do&rincs which conftitutet 
the grand hopes of his difciples on earth. After having 
expounded all the myfteries of Chriftianity according to 
his fpiritual and allegorical fenfe, that is to fay, after bav* 
ing fubftituted his doctrines to thofe of the Gofpel, Swe- 
denborg informs them, that the day willcome when the 
whole of his do&rine fhall be received in this world.— 

His New This ha PPy <ky W *U be that on which the New Jerufa - 
Jcruialtm. lem (hall be re-eftabliflied on earth. This New Jeru* 
Jalcm will be the reign of the new church, of Jelus Chrift 

* See Abridgment of Swedenborg, Art . Redemption J 

t Ibid. I 
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feigning alone over die earth, as he formerly did over our 
forefathers before the deluge. It will be the golden age 
of true Chriftianity; and then the revolution foretold by 
Swedenborg will be accomplifhed with his prophecies. 

Such is that which I have denominated the apparent 
fofltm of the Baron de Swedenborg. My readers may 
eafily obferve, that fuch tools in the hands of the adepts 
muft fuffice to eradicate true Chriftianity from the minds 
of their dupes, and to make their New Jerufalem a plea 
for thofe revolutions which, in order to recall ancient 
times, are, in the name of God and of his prophet, to 
overthrow all the altars and thrones exifting under the 
prefent Jerufalem, that is to fay, under the prefent church- 
es and governments. 

From the midft of this chaos of delirium, and thefe 
prophecies of rebellion, let us bring forth that orher fys- His hid- 
tem, which appears to have been referved to the profound-den fa? 
adepts. It is that of Materialifm and of the pureft Athe- teDa * 
ifm. This fyftem is occult in Swedenborg’s works, but 
it is wholly contained in them. Here we fhould no long-' 
pr have to deal with the prophet in delirium, but with the 
moft artful Sophifter, were I not aware that fuch hypo* 
crify is not entirely incompatible with a difordered mind, 

I will explain : it fometimes happens, that the minds of 
men will rave on certain queftions, though perfectly fen- 
ftble and reafonable on others. There are alfo madmen 
who will conftantly purfue their objedt; their principles 
may be extravagant, but they never lofe fight of their con- 
fequences. They will even reafon on them, and com- 
bine them with all the art of the moft fabtle Sophifter.—? 

1 think it is in this clafs that Swedenborg is to be rank- 
ed; I believe it, becaufe not only his writings, but many 
circumftance6 in his life, ferve to confirm the conje<fture ? 
for example : at Stockholm, after having made a general 
officer (who came to pay him a vifit from Mr. Euler, the 
Prince of Orange’s librarian) wait in his antichamber for 
a confiderable time, he at length came to him and made his 
cxcufes, by faying, Indeed, General, juft at that moment 
St. Peter and St. Paul were with me ; and you eafily ap- 
prehend, that when one receives fuch vifitors one is in no 
hurry to difmifs them. — My readers muft as eafily con- 
ceive die opinion the General formed of the Baron, aqd 
the account he gave of kirn to Euler, 
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At another time, on a journey from Stockholm to Bep* 
fan, one of his companions, awakened by a noife which 
Swedendorg was making, and thinking he was ill, went 
into his room. He there found him in. bed, faft afleep, 
very much agitated* and in agreat heat, repeating in a loud 
voice the queftions and anfwers of a converfation which 
he dreamt he was holding with the Virgin Mary. The 
next day his fellow traveller afked the Baron how he had 
flept the night before ; he anlwered, u I had yefterday. 
“ afked a favor of the V irgin Mary in the mcft prefling 
w manner; (he paid me a villt this irigbt 9 .and I had along 
a converfation with her.” 

• The fir ft of thefe fa£is will be vouched for by Mr* 
Euler; and with refpeft to the fecond 1 think it is as well 
founded. 

We will now fbow how thefe anecdotes are blended 
with the hifiory of a Sc£l that has powerfully contributed 
towards our Revolution* 

Swedenborg, anterior to the derangement of his mind, 
had tocmed a tyftem leading, to Materialifm ; and this con- 
tinued deeply rooted in his mind after his illnefs. He 
then added his male and female (pirits, and fome extra- 
vagances of the fame nature* With refptct to the re-. 
Uiainder of his lyftem, he follows up his principles in a 
confcquent manner, and unfortunately the whole tends 
to Materialifm. Sophiftets and infidels, no doubt, foon 
perceived that they could make a tool of this unfortunate 
man ; they fet him up as a Prophet, and his reveries were 
oppofed to the truths of Chriftiaoity. Let us for a mo- 
ment attend to his moft zealous and artf^d apoftles. It 
is thus that they fpealcof his firft works,' ut order to cap^ 
tivate the reader’s mind, in favor of his fubllquent wri- 
tings. u According to the diiqoverie&made by the Baron 
c< de Swedenborg, every human body confifts of feveral 
<c orders, of forms diftindt among themfelves, according to 
<l the apparent degree of purity rcfpe&ively belonging to. 
<c each ; that is to lay, in the inferior degree is to be found. 
u the bafis or receptacle of the fecond degree, which is 
<c more pure and more interior than the firft* In the 
<l fame manner, the fecond ferves as the bafis or reccpta- 
4t cle for the third, which is more elevated, and i$ tbe 
u pureft and moft interior of the three.. It is in the latter 
u that relides the human J pirits , which is an organized 
w form Anima, correfponding with the corporal Jpiri% 
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* AtflMUS, and vivifying it, while it derives its own life 
« dircftly from the fpiritual world.”* 

After having feen this famous difcovery of the matter, 
and on which the difciples lay fo much ftrefs, let us in- 
quire what are the true fignincations of, or real exprefs- 
ions appropriate to this human fpirit or organized form y 
which Swedenborg calls the/in/; or to this corporal fpi- 

tit denominated animus . This foul and this fpirit will 
be found to be no other than organized matter, one of 
thofe bodies which is called the germ y and which are as 
much matter, both in the animal or vegetable reign, as the 
body, branch, or the fruits they produce. It is eafy 
thfen to conceive what Swedenborg means by form or foul \ 
of by that fpirit which has lungs, feet, and all the differ- 
ent parts of the human body. The foul is organized mat- 
ted % and the fpirit is living matter . Terms may be chang- 
ed, but in fact nothing is to be found but matter, and a 
monfter of hypocrifv, who, after the example of the foul, 
will reduce his God to matter alfo. To prove this atten- 
tion, let the following propofition be noticed — God is life> 
hecaufe God is love— Love is his effence , wifdom his ex - 
iftence — The heat of the fpiritual Sun is love , it^ light is 
wifdom*\ What a deal of twitting and turning to fay, 
that God is no more than the heat and light of a Sun fup- 
pofed to be fpirit u ah for if G6d is love and wifdom , and 
that this love and wifdom are only the heal and light of 
this Sun, is it not evident that God is nothing more than 
the heat and light of that Sun. When, therefore, the 
reader fhall, in Swedenborg’s works, meet with express- 
ions fiich as thefe, Gvd is life^bccaufe God is love , and he 
alone is life , he wHl naturally fubrtitute God is life be- 
caufe he is heat\ he alone is life becaufe life is only fup~ 
ported by heat\ and he will have Swedenborg’s real mean- 
ing. This might ftill leave fome idea of a fpirituality, if 
this Sun, whofe light and heat are God, was realh’ t pi ^ 
ritual; but for the folution of this queftion let us again 
appeal to Swedenborg, and we fhall find that the fpiiitual 
Jun is nothing more than atmofpheres , receptacles of fire 
and of light , the extremity of which produces the natural 

# Dialogues on the nature* the and evidence of Swe- 

denborg’s theological writings, London 1-90, page 14 and 

AUb the Animal Reign, and the Economy of the Animal 

i<eign, by Swedenborg. 

* Set the Abridgment of Swedenborg, Art . Goa. 
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fun • I'his alfo has its atmofphere r, which fyvt produced* 
by three degrees material fubjlances . — Thefe fame atmss* 
pheres of the natural fun, decreaftng in u&ivity and in ex* 
fanjioriy ultimately form majjes whofe parts are brought 
together by the prejfion of weighty fubjlances that are fix- 
ed and at rejl y and which we call matter .* In clearer 
and more intelligible language, here will be the Deity 
and its generations according to Swedenborg* In the 
Arft place, a Sun, fuppofed fpiritual, forms itfelf in the 
higher regions of the moil ardent and luminous Are : the 
heat and light of this Are is God. This God, in this ftate, 
as well as this Sun, is nothing more than matter in a ftate 
of expanfion, agitation, Are, and iiicandefcence. As long 
as matter remains in thefe burning regions, Swedenborg 
does not chufe to call it matter, but the fpiritual fun.—* 
Particles lei's fubtle, or not fo much heated, are carried 
to the extremity of thefe regions* There they duller to- 
gether, and the natural fun is formed. They are not 
matter as yet ; but the groller particles of this fecond fua 
unite together at the extremity of its atmofpheres ; there 
they dump together, cool, thicken, and form heavy mafles, 
and at length acquire the appellation of matter. Thefe 
particles are no longer God, or the ipiritual fun, becaufe 
they are no longer in a ftate of Are. What then is this 
God of Swedenborg, if it is not Are, or all matter in a ftate 
of Are, ccaiing only to be God, when it ceafes to be burn- 
ing and luminous ? And what abominable hypocrify is 
this, where, under the cloak of thus changing the terms, 
the moft downright materialifm is preached ? 

Let my reader form what opinion he pleafes as to the 
man who has broached fuch impious abfurdities ; he muft 
never forget that there exift men always ready to adopt 
the moft extravagant errors. Some becaufe they are un- 
able to diftinguifh a fophifm, others again becaufe their 
impiety leads them to rejoice at every new blafphemy.— * 
Swedenborg has met With ailciples of both thefe deferip- 
tions ; and hence arofe two diftin& Sedls, the one public, 
the other occult. The Arft comprehends thofe men fo 
eafily impofed upon by hypocrify, and by their own cre- 
dulity; they had called themfelves Chriftians and ado* 
red Jefus Chrift ; but when Swedenborg had called his 
God Inat and light ; or his fpiritual fun by the name of 

* Ibid. Art • Ceeation* 
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Jefos Chrift, they ftill continued to think themfelves die 
followers of Chrift, though they were only the Spe&a- 
tors of Swedenborg’s reveries. He evidently is the de- 
clared enemy of the principal myfteries of revelation, par- 
ticularly of the Trinity, and of the Redemption of man- 
kind by the Son of God dying on a crofs for the falvation 
of tinners ; he neverthdefs talks a great deal about reve- 
lation j he aflumes a devout tone, and with his allegorical 
and fpiritual fenfe frould appear rather to reform than to 
deftroy all $ and his followers do not perceive that with 
his allegorical fenfe he is only repeating the arguments of 
the Sophifters againft revealed religion, in order to re- 
new all the follies and impieties of the Perfians, Magi, 
and Materialifts.* They tell thefe poor people of his 
miraculous vifions, of his prophecies, and of his difeour- 
fine with the angels and fpirits; they are ignorant of the 
firft principles of criticifin, and believe in all thefe mar- 
vellous ftories of Swedenborg, juft as children do in the 
hiftory of Raw-head-and-bloody-bones told them by an 
old nurfe. 

The new Jerufalem in particular has gained over ma- 
ny profelytes to Swedenborg. I obferve in one of the 
moft famous abridgments of his works, that fo early as 
the year 1788, the Jingle town of Manchejlcr contained 
SEVEN thousand of thefe illuminized JerufalemiteSj 
end that there were about twenty thousand in Eng - 
land. f Manyof thefe beatified beings may be very wellin- 
tentioned; but with this new Jerusalem they daily expeA 
that great revolution which is to fweep from the earth 
every prince and every king, that the God of Sweden- 
borg may reign uncon troled over the whole globe.J And 
that revolution, which they faw burfting forth in France, 
was nothing more in their eyes than the fire that was to 
purify the earth to prepare the way for their Jerufalem. 

# Some 'readers, I know, will befarprifed to fee me charge 
with materialifm a man who talks fo much of the fpirit, foul, 
*God, and religion. But I muft requeft them to weigh the proofs 
addoced before they decide againft me. Had I been writing a* 
not her fort of work \ might have prolonged the difeu (lion; hut 
I think 1 have faid fufficient to prove, that Swedenborg never 
-acknowledged any other fpirit but matter, or the elementary 
•tire. 

f Ibid. Preface to a note, Page Irviii. 

X See bis Apocalypfe Revealed. 
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Should they ftill remain in the dark as to the menacing 
tendency of fuch dodtrines for every ftate, let them learn 
u from the revolutionary Sophifters. They have public- 
ly declared the hopes they have conceived of thofe Sefls 
that are fpringing up on all fides * particularly in the 
north of Europe (Sweden) and in America. T hey even 
in plain terms exprefs their expectations grounded on 
the great number if Swedenborg’ s fiftators and common - 
tat or s .* 

And indeed if we do but caft our eyes on thefe that are 
fnoft admired by the Se&, we (hall find 2II the grand 
principles of the revolutionary Equality and Liberty, and 
thofe Jacobinical declamations againft the Great, the No- 
ble, and the Rich, and againft all governments. We (hall 
find, for example, that their Religion, or their new Jcru- 
faiem, cannot be welcomed by the Great , becaufe the G real 
are born tranfgrejfors of its fvjl precept . Neither can it 
be approved by the Nobles, becaufe when mortals afpi~ 
red at nobility , they became proud and wicked . Still lefs 
can it be admired by thofe who do not delight in the 
confufion of ranks, becaufe the pride of ranks produced 
inhumanity and even ferocity ; and even long before the 
revolution we fliall fee the adepts inculcating that grand 
principle of anarchy and revolution, that the law is the 
exprejjion of the general will, and thus preparing the peo- 
ple to difregard every law that had been made heretofore, 
either by their fovereigns, their parliaments, or their fe- 
nates; encouraging them to found the alarm, to over- 
throw them all, and to fubftitute the decrees and capri- 
cious conceits of the populace in their ftead. 

But all this revolutionary concatenation as yet only 
chara&erifes the dupes of the Sedfc of Iliuminizing Jeru- 
Cilemites. The profound adepts had taken refuge in the 
dens of the Roft crucian mefonry . T hofe were their na- 
tural afylums, the greater part of the tenets perfe&ly co- 
inciding with thofe of the ancient Roficrucians. After 
the example of their Do&ors, Swedenborg tells us, that 
his dodtrines are aH of the higheft antiquity, and iimilar 
to thofe of the Egyptians, the Magi, and the Greeks; he 
even aflerts them to be anterior to the deluge. His new 
Jeruialem has alfo its Jehovah, its lojl u ord y that has 

* Preface to the Fbftcal Qbfervations % anno 1790, by La 
M etheiie. 
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been at length revealed to Swedenborg. Should any per-* 
fon be tempted to feek it elfewhere, he mud go in queft 
of it among thofe clans where Chriftianity and political 
laws are not known.* Swedenborg tells us, that it might 
be found in the north of China, and in Great Tartary, 
that is to fay among that fpccies of men who have prefer- 
red the moil of that Equality, Liberty, and Independence, 
which the /earned Jacobins pretend to have been ante- 
rior to civil fociety, and which moft certainly is incom- 
patible with it. Here then it appears, that Swedenborg’s 
views coincide with thofe of the occult lodges, aiming at 
the overthrow of every religious and civil law, and at the 
downfall of every throne. His God heat and lights his 
God fire and fpi ritual fun, his twofold world and two- 
fold man, are only modifications of the God light and the 
twofold principle of Manes. The Roficrucians mud 
then have found in Swedenborg’s fyftems what they fo 
much admired in the Manichaeans. Their Magic, Evo- 
cations, Eons , Cabal, &c, were to be traced in the male 
and female fpirits. In (hort, what numberlefs adepts 
mud not this new 'Jerusalem, or revolution, carrying man 
back to primitive Equality and Liberty, have found in 
the occult Lodges ? It was there indeed that Sweden- 
borg’s myfteries become conne&ed with, thofe of the an-t 
cient Brethren. Thefe new or compound adepts ftyled 
themfelves lllumtnees, . Notwithftanding the Atheifm 
and Materialifm of their mafter, they, after his example, 
perpetually talked of God and of fpirits ; they even afi? 
fedted to fpeak much of God, and people were perfiiaded 
that they believed in a Deity i hence they received the 
denomination of Theofopbical Illuminees . Like the wri- 
tings of their founder, their hiftory is a mere labyrinth of 
impiety and impoftqre, It will fuifice for our readers, at 

* Swedenborg's expreffions are, De hoc twfovetuftoquod 
ante verbum Ifraeliticum in Afia fuerat, referre meretur hoo 
novum; quod ibi ad hue refervatum fit, apud populos qui in 
Magna Tanaria habitant. Locutus fum cum fpiritibus et an- 
gelis qui in mundo fpirituati inde erant, qui dixerunt quod 
pofEdeant verburn, et quod id ab antiquis temporibus pofTede- 
rint — Qnaerite de eo in China et forte invenietis iUud apud 
Tartar ob. ( t ipocalipfis Revel at a , Chap . 1.N0.11.) Is not this 
a continuation of that fame plan, always holding out nations 
plunged in the moft (avage ignorance, and a perpetual prey to 
anarchy, Equality and Liberty, as the models to which we 
ought to look u p? 
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this period, to know that their head-quarters was at A-. 
vignon;* that they had a famous lodge at Lyons* that 
they were fpreading chiefly in Sweden, and were making 
progrefs in Germany. Their myfteries at that time had 
mingled with thole of the Martiiufts ; or it might be more 
corredf to fay, that the Martini fts were only a reform of 
the Swedenborgians; and in France the appellations of 
Illumineeand Martinift were fynonymous. In Germany 
they began to diftinguifh themfelves under the names of 
Peiialetes and Benevolent Knights . But whatever may 
have been their affumed names, they moft certainly of 
all the modern Mafons were the neareft of kin to Wei- 
fliaupt. Syftems and means may have differed fuiEciently 
to excite jealoufiesj but on both Tides we find the fame 
determined wifh for a revolution as antifocial as it was 
anti-religious. They were equally ardent in their deflre 
of multiplying their adepts, by a general intru (ion into 
the Mafonic Lodges. Both Sefts had their deputies at 
Willemfbaden, and 1 will deferibe their mutual coittefts 
and fuccefles in the following Chapter. 

* In a work under the title of The Red Lodge di/covered to 
Sovereigns, I read, that “the Rite of the Theolophical iJiumi- 

oees appears to have taken its origin at Edinburgh, where 
“ the Rea Lodge vflas formed by a fcillion from the Blue Lodge; 
4 ‘ that this Red Lodge (o t the Theofophical Illuminees had 
u immediately eftabhfhed a fubordinate Lodge at Avignon.* 1 
(Rage o and 10.J — 1 ftiould have been very glad to have found 
proof or this origin, as at prefent it re As on the bare aflertion 
of the author. Be that as it may, however, the Illuminees of 
Avignon are fufficiently well known in France. Ever fince the 
year 1783, that Lodge has been looked upon as the parent 
ftock of all thofe that have fince fpread over France with their 
abominable myfteries. 

And here I think it right to fay, that this fled Lodge dtfcav * 
e*ed to Sovereigns is by no means the work that I mentioned in 
my l'econd volume under the title of Depofitione made by Kleir 
tier. The extrads made from this latter work, and which are 
in my pofleffion, give me reaibn to think, that it contains de- 
tails of a very different nature. The author there fpeaks as an 
eye-witnefs; and, among other things, gives the tradition cur- 
rent in his Lodge, and with refpeft to the leftons that Wet- 
fliaupt is fu pooled to have received from a certain K dimer.— • 
Thefe depofnioris would be a valuable document; and it is 9 
perhaps, on that very account that die Illuminees have deftroy- 
cd it. At lead I am obliged to fay, that, notwithftanding the 
numerous inquiries which I have made, 1 have not been aU# 
to procure it. 
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Note to Chap. IV. vide Page 81. 

T think it incumbent on me in this place to mention the oh* 
fervations which I have heard, and the ftrillurcs that I have re- 
ceived from divers Mafoos, on what has been faid of their de- 
grees in the fecond volume of thefe Memoirs. According to 
tome of the Brethren, I have faid a great, deal too much; ac- 
cording to others, 1 have not faid enough. The reader will eafi- 
ly conceive, that theiormer confifts of thofe Brethren in whofe 
favor an exception has been made, as too honeft and upright to 
be admitted (o the higher rayfteries; and that the latter are 
then who, after having been admitted into the occult Lodges* 
blufli to think that they could ever have deferved fuch an ad- 
million. Both are entitled to my thanks; 1 alfo owe them an 
anfwer; more particularly thofe German obfervers, who have 
been kind enough to fend me fome very important difcuHions 
on Mafonry, and whofe learning can only be equalled by their 
politenefs. They are perfons of too accurate underftandings 
pot to perceive that their negative teftimony muft naturally 
vanifh before the pofitive. evidence of thofe who confefs the 
whole. A very ancient Mafon, fpeaking of a particular Lodge 
of whicji he had been a member, told me, “ He was perfelHy 
M aware, that feyeral Mafons, refpeHable for the purity both 
a of their religious and political principles, and of theit gene 
“ ral conduit, had often attended a certain Lodge; but thati# 
{t alfo knew what precautions were taken when they were pre* 
** fent ; and further he could affert, that the generality of the 

Brethren belonging to that Lodge had been the moft ardent 
fi promoters of the Revolution. Some of them had held high 
f * Rations in it, and one of them had become minifter.” Thefe 
precautions taken are more than a fuflicient anfwer to thofe who 
have not feen any thing improper, tho' admitted to the Lodges. 

In the fepond place, my German obfervers, though they wifh 
fojuftify the inftitution and views of Free*mafonry, candidly 
confefs, that Mafonry has been corrupted for more than thefe 
three hundred years pajl ; and this is more than fbflfciept to 
prove the intrigues to which it has been fubfervient. 

The principal objelHon made by thefe gentlemen is, that I 
have confounded Free* mafonry, which has but three degrees, 
with the new and ancient Roficrucians, and other degrees of 
modern creation. My anfwer is, that if all Mafons are not 
JioJtcrucians , all Rf crucians are Mafons ; that I have made 
fhe proper exceptions for the firft three degrees; but that wiU 
not hinder thefe firft ‘degrees from being, as they really have 
been for this long time, a noviciate for the Roficrucian de- 
grees. I will pot drfpute upon terms; let any perfon give me 
a name by which I may call this body of apprentices ,rellow 
crafts, Mafers^ and Refer act an s* and I will with pleafure ad- 
jnit it; but till that be done 1 muft fpeak fuch a language as 
my readers can underftand. In fhort, I know that Maionry 
formerly exifted without Roficruciaos ; but 1 fbogld begird 19 

N 
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fee it proved, that thofe occult myfteries now removed to the 
Rojficrucian degrees did not belong to the firft three degrees. 

1 think I could prove that they did; and the inference would 
be, that Mafonry at no time could hate been free from thofe 
dangerous myfteries or real plots. At prefent it fufficesfor my 
dhjetf, to have proved what the Mafonry of the prefent day is ; 
and that is moft certainly demonftrated by the very nature and 
the authentic documents of its higher degrees. To the proofs 
already adduced I am now enabled to add (if ! chofe it) memo~ 
rials, letters, and formal declarations of repenting Mafons, 
Certainly not men whofe teftimony could! be questioned. One 
of thefe is a worthy magiftrate, who, admitted a Free-taafon 
about the Year i?6t, bad paffed * great part of his life in the 
datk recedes of Mafonry. The other is a military man, at pre- 
fent as zealous for his religion as he formerly was for the mys- 
teries of Mafonry. Thefirft declares, that what I have faid of 
Mafonry is true, but that t have not faid all, The latter Writes 
me word, that I have rather Jbfiened than exaggerated the oc- 
cult degrees. In fa£Y, the fprmer gives me a clearer infight into 
the three Rcficrncian degrees; the frrft is entirely Cbriflian; 
the fecond is denominated the Pounders* or the Cabal; the 
"third is that of the Natural religion. The particular obje <3 of 
this third degree wa$, tft, to avenge the Templars ; sdlv, to 
feize on th* iliand of Malta, and to make it the fir ft feat of na» 
twral religion . He told me indeed things fcaicely to be credit- 
ed. For example, and thefc are his words, •• That about th« 
** end of the year 1773, or in the courteof 1774, the Lodge of 
c * which he was Maftcr received a letter from the Grand Orient* 
$t purporting to 'be a copy of a letter which it had received 
41 From the King of Pruma. It was ohly to be communicated 
44 to the Knights of PalejUne , the Knight / Kad<fh* and the 
“ Scotch JJireftory. This letter was tranfmitted to us by the 
u cor ref ponding Lodge; and though it had already been read 
** in leveral Lodges, it only contained three fignatures. It cx- 
horted us, in order to fulfil the oath one had taken , to figo ail 
44 obligation to march at the firft reqoifition, and to contribute 
41 both by Our perfoni and our tnoral and phxfacatpo*weri % to xht 
*' conqueft of the iftand of Malta, and of all the former pofles- 
fct lions, frtuated in the two hemifpheres, which had formerly 
4 ‘ belonged to the anceflort of tlx Mafcnic Order, The ob£e& 
4 ‘ of our eflablifhmcnt at Malta nvas the peJJibiUly of converting 
‘‘ that ijland into the feat of natural religion." I objected to the 
author of this memorial, that if 1 wrote this account nobody 
would believe me. Let people believe or not, as they pleafe, he 
anfwered, I both fame and received the Utter; my Lodge, how* 
ever, refufed to fign it: — I alfo fay, Jet it be believed or not, I 
have the memorial and can atteft, that the author is a man much 
and defervedly efteemed by all who know him. 

The fecond Obferver, who is ajj§> a repenting Mafon, in- 
forms me. 1 ft, That in the hypotl^l I had advanced on the 
origin of Mafonry, I had only copied one of the Mafonic Trap 
ditions, which taught that Manes was the real founder of Ma- 
fonry. adly. That “ in the Lodges of the Knights Kadojb, af- 
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€i ter all the oaths, ceremonies, and trials, more or left terrl- 
ble, wicked and impious, three Manikins are ihown to the 
44 Candidate* reprefcoting dement V. Philippe Le Bel, and 
44 the Grand MaJUr qf Malta, each attired in the attributes of 
I 4 their dignities* The uqhappy fanatic is here to fwear eternal 
44 hatred and death to thefcihree proferibed perfons, entailing 
04 that hatred end death on their jUcceJors in their default. He 
there ttrikts off the three heads, which, as in the degree of 
44 EU8, are real when they can be procured, or filled with 
44 blood if fi&itious. He does this, crying out vengeance , ven - 
44 1 %eance! dec.” It is evident that I had foftened the barbarity 
oft hiS'decree, for I had fpoken but of one head to be ftruckoff, 
when in reality there are three. I am not at liberty to name 
tbefe two Memorialifts; but two other witneffes 1 may name. 
—The firft is the Count de Gilliers, who, living on intimate 
terms with great and profound Mafoos,had fo well laughed 
them out oftheir fecrets, that he gained admiflion into the 
Lodges without undergoing any trials; and he makes no dif- 
ficulty in faying, that he has been an eye-witnefs to three- 
fourths of what I have faid, The other, the Count D'Orfeuille, 
gives me leave to fay, that though he was for a long time the 
Matter of a Lodge, he can obfcrve but very flight differences 
between the Roucrucian degrees which he has given and feen 
given, and thole which I have defcribed. 

1 am at prefent in poffelfion of twenty original Mafonic de- 
grees ; and of four accounts of the Rqficrucian degrees, two in 
fnanufeript and two printed. The firit was fen t me from Ger- 
many, the fecond from America, the third was printed in 
France, and the fourth in England. They differ confiderably 
from each other: but all of them coincide in about fifteen lines, 
precisely the moll impious, thofc winch contain the Mafonic 
explanation of INK!. The account which I followed in my 
fecond volume was that publiflied by the Abbe Le Franc in his 
Voile Leue, and his Conjuration decowoerte . Several Maiops 
had informed me, that he had accurately delineated the pt ex- 
ceeding* of the Lodges; but I am now able to fay whence he 
had procured thofe Mafonic decrees whole cerepionies he had 
Xo well deferibed; and I learned it in the following manner:— 
One of thefe refpe&able Ecdefiaftics who have found a retreat 
in the generolity of the Englifh nation from the persecutions 
of his countrymen, and who to the great ell (implicit v of man- 
ners joins the knowledge and practice of his duties, Mr. De La 
Haye, Curate of Fie in the diocefe or Mans, hearing that l was 
writing on Free-mafonry, was kind enough, before he had feen 
my work, to fend me fome Memoirs that he had written on ti e 
fame fnbjed. When he came to a Ik me my opinion on them, i 
told him, “ that, allowing for difference of ftyle. His work I ti 
long fince been printed, and the Jacobins in re* urn Had 
facred the Author at the Canoes on the famous lccond ct 
4< September.” 1 then (ho wed him the Abbe Lc Franc's work, 
who had added but little to his, and both had fallen into the 
fame error in attributing the origin of Malonry to Socinus — 
Tkis worthy ccclcfiaftic aofwcred me, *• That he had beet 
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44 perfectly unacquainted with the exiftence of the AbW L< 
4< Franc’s work, bat that he coaid eafily account for its coin** 
cidence with*his. I had, laid he, feveraf Free-mafons in 
u parifh. In roy neighborhood in particular was that unfortu- 
44 nate FefEer, a famous brother of the Lodge at Alen 5 on,finc^ 
*' become fuch a terrible Jacobin, and the intruded Bilhop of 
44 Seez. Several of thefe Mafons renounced their errors; and. 
44 as a proof of their total renunciation of the Lodges, they 
4< gave me up all their papers and Mafonic degrees. I had made 
4< a digeft of thefe degrees. Mr. Le Franc, who was at that pe- 
44 riod in our diocefe, prefled me to publi/h them; but I did 
44 not dare do that, for fear of the Mafons, and I rather chofe 
44 to give a copy of the whole to Mr. Le Franc* requeuing him 
“ to ufe it as he thought fit. Mr. Le Franc went to Paris; the 
44 Revolution took place; and he doubtlefs thought it would 
44 be ufeful to publifh the work I had given him, having firft 
44 improved it by the polifh of his ftyle; and he certainly hat 
44 done it better than I could. If his work has done any good, 
44 1 am happy that he pablifhed it; but I am very forry to re- 
“ flefl that it caufed his death.” — This latter fentiment, and 
the fear left I fhould fufpedt the Abb6 Le Franc of a breach of 
confidence, feemed folely to occupy this worthy man’s mind. 
I could not help praifing Mr. Le Franc for having had more 
courage in publifhing the work than he had had; and he had 
befides given it the ftyle of a Man of Letters. The point, how* 
ever, mod interefting for our object is, to find in this anecdote 
a new proof of the authenticity of the degrees publifhed by the 
Abbe Le Franc, which I had quoted with fo much confidence. 
The teftimony of repenting Mafons is far more to be relied on 
than the a/Tertions of thofe who continue to be dupes orperfift 
in their errors. — I addrefs this note to thofe readers who may 
ftill entertain any doubt of the authenticity of the degrees as I 
have publifhed them. 1 alfo declare to the adepts, that nothing 
would give me greater fatisfaltion than to fee an anfwer found- 
ed, not on nonfence and fcurrilous abufe, but on good reafon- 
ing. I am perfectly aware, that a very excellent work on Ma- 
fonry might be made. Their Letters and my Anfwers, with o- 
ther materials that I have by me, may, perhaps, at fome future 
time, furnifh the lubjeft for fuch a work. 
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CHAP. V. 


Knigge's Intrigue s and Succejfes at the Congrefs. 

rial Reports of the Superiors of the Order . — Multi- 
tude of Mofons itluminized at this Period 

O F all the general aflemblies that had been held by pirft 

the Mafons for thefe laft twenty years, whether at means em- 
Brunfwick, Wifoaden, or in any other towns inGerma- pjoyed by 
ny, none could be compared with that of Wilhemlbaden, 
cither for the number of the deputies or the variety of fhe Coa- 
SeSs of which it was compofed. One might fay, that all gref*. 
the incoherent elements of Mafonry had beenthruft into 
one den. Knigge informs us, that he had had the honor 
of being deputed by his ancient brethren; that he might 
have taken his feat and been prefent at the deliberations; 
but, forcfecing the iifue of it, he thought he could more 
tifefully ferve the caufe of his new lliuminifin by direct- 
ing the part that Minoi-D ittfurt was to a£t in the inte- 
rior of the Meeting, while he himfelf would hover around 
and obferve the exterior. His firlt plan of attack was to 
gain the Templar Mafons of the Striri Obfervance , with 
whofe fecrets he was well acquainted, and he had fre- 
quently attended their Lodges, that he might thro’ their 
means enfure a majority of votes. Had he fucceeded in 
this plan, Weifhaupt’s code would have been decreed at 
this general congrefs, and would have become at once the 
ftandard law for millions of Mafons fcattered throughout 
the globe, who would thus have been illuminized and 
ready to fally forth from their lurking places at the com- 
mand of their Antifocial Chief. 

When deferibing this plan of attack, Knigge takes care 

to inform his readers why he abandoned it: u I own 

44 (fays he) that I always retained a certain predile&ion 
44 for my former brethren of the Strift Obfervance ; I 
had already illuminized fo great a number, that I was 
a in hopes of uniting their fyftem with ours. My inten- 
44 tion molt certainly could never be to deliver up to the 
** Congrefs all our papers, and thus to put ourlelves at 
44 the mercy of the deputies. I had not received fucb pow- 
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<c ers from thole who fent me. And befide y we y who did 
<c not fcek after that power that gives greatnefs , rank y or 
44 riches ; we y who did not feek to reign in fplendor and 
44 in the eyes of the public \ we y in Jhort y whofe conjlitl0 
* tion was Jo a£l in Jilence and with fecrecy\ how could 
44 we go and make ourfelves dependent on an Order fo 
44 deftitute of unity in its fyftems. 

44 I made, however, an offer of my fervices; I made it 
44 both in writing and by word of mouth; and all thean- 
44 fwer I received was, that I might fend or prefent my 
M papers to the Congrefs, and that they would judge of 
44 thofe parts that were to be approved or rejedted.”* 

Stung to the quick at fuoh contempt, Knigge conceiv- 
ed himfelf abfolvcd from all his oaths, and from every du- 
ty toward his ancient brethren. Abandoning all hopes of 
conquering the whole body, he refolved to attack them 
cne by one y and then to gain over the whole body y Lodge 
by Lodge . He agreed with the afleffor Minos to diredk 
their whole attention in future toward two points; the 
firft, to hinder the aflembly from palling any refolutions 
detrimental to thft interefts of their IUuminifm; the other, 
to facilitate its intrulion into the Lodges, and that with 
fo much art that no degree, nor any Grand Mailer, could 
be an obltacle to the domination of the Bavarian Breth- 
ren; and that means ibould bt> found fooner or later to 
unite the code of the Illuminces with that of the Mafons. 
—Such was the obje& of the miffion entrufted by Knigge 
to his co-adept Aline s y whom he charged to get the fol- 
lowing refolutions palled: 44 ift, A fort of union of all 
44 the Mafonic Jvftcms in the firfl: three degrees, fo that a 
44 Mafon admitted to thefe three degrees Ihould be ac- 
44 knowledged as a true brother by every Lodge of what- 
44 ever clafs or fyftem it might be. — 2dly, That in com- 
4< moil Mafonry no mention (hould ever be made of the 

44 higher degrees or of the unknown Superiors. 3*%, 

44 T hat all traufinitting of money to the Mafonic Supe- 
44 riors Ihould be forbidden.— 4 thly. That a new code 
44 Ihould be prepared for the brethren. — 5 thly, That eve- 
44 ry Lodge ihould choofe its own Superiors and Direc- 
44 tons that is to' fay, ihould declare to which Qraud 
44 Lodge they chofe theirs fliouid be fubjedl/'f 

# Laft Obfcrvations of Philo . Page 8j. 

+ Original Writings, Vol. II. Knigge's Report of Dimeb 
1 13*, or January 1783. 
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While was thus followinghis inftru&ions within, 
Knigge was without, adting the part of Infinuator and 
Scrutator. u I fought to know, (fays he in the fame re- 
w port to the Areopagites) and I knew what turn things 
“ were taking in the aflembly. I knew all the different 
u fyftems that different parties wifhed to make predomi- 
a nate; I then entered into a correfpondence, which I ftill 
u continue, with the Chiefs of Zinnendorf's party.* I 
w alfo founded the Chiefs of other parties by various means. 

* Several came of themfelves and difclofed themfclves to 
w me, entrufting me with all their fecrets becaufe they 
<c knew that I was folely actuated by a wifh for the gen- 
tt eral good, and not by peifonal confiderations. In (Sort, 
a fome of the deputies learned ( I know not how) thatotir 
a llluminifm was in exiftence. They almoji all came to 
u me to entreat me to adm>t them; — I thought jt proper 
« toexaft the reverfal Utters (of our candidates) from 
tt them, commanding them to keep abfolute filence on the 

* fubjed; but I took care not to entruft them with the 

* leait part of our fccrets. I only fpoke to them of our 

* myfteries in general terms, during the whole time that 
M the Congrefs continued.”f 

This method of proceeding, and the art with which 
he infinuated that Mafonrv, undoubtedly, was in pofTes- 
fion of myfteries of the higbeft importance ; but that the 
profound Mafons, who were in pofleflion of fuch myfte- 
ries, were not to be met with at the congrefs, greatly aug- 
mented the curiofity and ftimulated the ardor of tnc de- 
puties for his llluminifm. The care with which he took 
the reverfal letters , the chara&er of candidate, the pro- 
mife he exa&ed at the fame time of all thefe deputies not 
to fccond any propofition detrimental to the new brother- 
hood, were fufficient to enfure him againft any refolutions 
that might be entered into by the meeting. JBefide, the 
difpofitions he oWerved in thefe deputies were fufficient * 
to ftrengthen his hopes. M I owe them the juftice to fay, ** 
he continues in his report, a that I found the greatejt 
a part of them in the htjl difpofitions ; that if their con- 

* This fyftem of Zinnendorf was an incoherent -medley of 
the Scotch and Swedifti degrees, of the Knights Templars, of 
the Confidants of St. Johns and at that time was the predomi- 
nant fyltera in Germany. 

f Original Writings, Vol. II. Knigge’s Report of Dimeh 
ii2»j or January 178a. 
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“duit was not effe&ive it was for want of having bees 

nurtured in a better fchool.* It was with plea-* 

a fure I obferved, that if the excellent intentions that had 
iC brought thefe men together from all corners of Mafon - 
4< r h ^ ere not more efficacious* it was becaufe they could 
<c not agree on principles. Mojl of them appeared to be 
4C ready to follow any fyftem that they judged conducive 
41 to give to their Order that utility and activity that was 
4C the object of all their wifhes/’f 

Whatever may be the partiality of the hiftorian for the 
Mafonic Brotherhood, it will be impoffible for him to 
inyalidate this terrible evidence of Knigge againft their 
chofen and privileged members j againft thofe whom the 
Order judged moil worthy of reprefenting it in folemn 
congreis. No man can mifconccive the fignification of 
hejl d'tf portions or of excellent intentions in the mouth of 
yPtf/Zs- Knigge. They evidently demonftrate men who 
jieeded only to be made acquainted with . the means of 
forking a revolution of impiety and anarchy* to under- 
take it. This vaft Brotherhood of Mafons muft, at this 
period at leaft, have been forely affe&ed in its higher mys-* 
teries. It was prepared for confpirators ’even of Wei** 
ihaupfs ftamp. ' 

Certain of fuccefs, Knigge feems to have left the as* 
fembly to its diforderly deliberations \ and notwithftand-* 
ing the imprudence with which he taxes Minos % the lat** 
ter fucceeded in obtaining the decree of the principal par- 
ticulars agreed between them. It was forbidden that any 
brethren Ihould call each other Heretics ( Verket%.ern ), 
It was decided that the firft three degrees alone fhould 
be looked upon as eflential to Mafonry. Commiflaries 
were named to digeft certain regulations, the plan of which 
bad been given by the aflembly, as well as of a general 
code. The choice of the higher degrees and of fyftems 
Was left to the decifions of each Lodge. The reft of the 
deliberations were as boifterous as might beexpe&ed from 
the variety of Se&s. I have before me a manufeript ac- 
count of this afiembly written by a very learned Mafon, 
and it contains nearly as much lamentation as it does in^ 
ftruclion. Among other things I find, that the Duke 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick was proclaimed Grand Matter 
of ail Mafonry, and that few members recognized him as 

# Ibid. . f Laft Observations* Page 
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fuch. Again I fee, that it was wiflied to abrogate the 
lyflem of the Templar Mafons , whofe abominations ana 
fecrets had been expofed by fome falfe brother in a work 
called The Stone oj Scandal \ but that few Lodges would 
obey the abrogation. Moreover an attempt was made tQ 
quafh all Se£ts and Schifms; but they neither could be 
overpowered, and confufion continued to prevail with re* 
doubled force. 

Let us however obferve, that if any fyftem can be faid 
to have gained a preponderance it was that of the Phila~ 
fetes , a fort of fpurious offspring of Swedenborg. The 
jnoft famous Illuminees of thatfet, Wilhermoxy St. Mar * 
tiny and La Chappe de la Henriere , had made an attempt 
to connect themfelves with the Hero of Crevelt andMin- 
den ; it is even afferted, that he was milled by their ap- 
pellation of Philaletes and of Benevolent Knights . Strong^ 
Jiowever, in his protection, neither they nor their agents 
fpared any pains to carry the day at Willemfbaden; they 
were well lupported, and victory muft have infallibly de- 
clared in their favor, had not Knigge already gained ovef 
fo many of the deputies. Hence the refult of this too fa* 
pious congrefs was to have been the delivery over of all 
the Mafonic Lodges, and, with them, of all the govern- 
ments of Europe, to two SeCts of Illuminees, the moil 
impious and the mod difaftrous in their views, and mod 
unrelenting in their zeal for the overthrow of every reli* 
gion and of every government whatever. 

I know not into which of thefe two feCts the Count 
de Virieux had been initiated ; but either might have 
fuggefted the manner in which he deferibed the refult ef 
this Mafonic Congrefs. On his return to Paris, being 
complimented by the Count de Gilliers on the fublim^ 
fecrets he had been in queft of at Willemfbaden, and prefs? 
ed a little by the farcallic ftyle with which the Count was 
wont to jeer the Brotherhood, he at length anfwered, 44 I 
44 will not tell you the fecrets I bring; but what I think! 

- 44 may tell you is, that it is all much more ferious than 
“ you think. The fail ts y that a confpiracy is now con - 
u trivingy and that withfo much art and of fo profoundf 
44 a naturcy that it will be very difficult for Religion andf 
41 Nations not to fink under it.” Happily for Mr. de 
Virieux, faid Mr. de Gilliers when he told me thisanec* 
dote, the Count had a great fund of probity and upright? 
ftpfs, What he bad learned on his miffion fo difguffctf 
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him with the myfteries, that he abandoned them and be-* 
came a very religious mam It was to this event that hi* 
great zeal againft the Jacobins may be attributed. 

Unfortunately for all nations, thefe plots did not in* 
fpire the other Mafenic Deputies with a fimikr horror* 
The Congrefs being terminated, PAr/0-Knigge haftened 
to reap the benefit of his intrigues ; and his harreft was 
qiuch more plentiful than he expe&ed* On the break- 
ing up of the allembfy, the deputies flocked to him to $ejj 
admiflion to the myfteries* Such candidates needed no 
long noviciate, or tedious trials in the minerval fchools^ 
they were to be conduced quickly to the myfteries > and 
Knigge admitted them to the degrees of Epopt and Re- 
gent^ which they all received (he teHs us) with enfhuji - 
efm.* u All of them were enraptured with our degrees 
u of Epopt * of Regent z all were enchanted with thefe 
c< majler-p for fo they ftyfed thefe degrees. Two 
f< only mad feme flight obfervations on certain expres- 
fions, that may be eafily changed according to local cir- 
H cumftances,and particularly in Catholic countries. ,, + 

Were it not that all honeft Mafons would fink undfer 
grief and aftoniflxnent* I feould conjure them to weigh? 
for a moment thefe words, all were enraptured, all re- 
ceived them with entbuftafm all Ele&, Roficrucians,- 
Templars, Brethren of Zinnendorf,Brethren of St. John* 
Knights of the Sun, Knights Kadoflh, Perfect Philofo- 
phersj all hearken, and receive with enthufiafm thofeor-* 
acles of the Hierophant which caft fuch light on their an- 
tique myfteries, and, expounding the meaning of their 
Hiram, their Mac Benac, and their Pdijked Stone, (how 
that they contain nothing more than that primitive Equa- 
lity and Lioerty y as well as that Morality, which entirely 
confift in the art of annihilating princes, governments* 
religion, and property f When thefe Deputies (hall re- 
turn to their Orients , and ipread themfelves throughout 
the Mafonic Directories and Provinces, will not thefe 
original plots be intruded on your Lodges under the pre-r 
4 ence of myfteries ? Fly then fiich dens of fcdition 5 and 


# Die hbberen gradet* warden mit emhofiafimts an fgenom- 
Bien. 

..J’ i e .^r r ““I" war zufrieden — Mtine Leute waren emttickt 
, ,!Ll vo me, ‘? er flScke - L “# Obfervatittn, P*gn »•* 
*l*—*ttd Original Writing,, Ltt. i, #/ Philo/# C«o. 

V 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL PART* 


' X07 


learn once for *]], that thofe men in whom you place fuch 
confidence are profound confpirators abufing your confi- 
dence, ju ft as they will that of princes at a future day.--. 
View then this pretended Brotherhood as a hoard of con- 
fpirators, who have long waited only for the baleful ge- 
nius of a Weifhaupt to launch out into all the crimes of 
revolution. 

P*rom the period when thefe Mafonic Deputies were 
illuminiaedf the Bavarian Se£t aflumed a menacing as- 
pe&t and its progrefs is fo rapid, that the univerfe will 
loon be overrun with Confpirators. The center of ac- 
tion may be fiud to have been at Frankfort, where Knigge 
reiided ; and he computes the number of perfons he had 
illuminized, and nearly all of whom were Mafons, at five 
hundred.* There is fcarcely a town in his neighborhood, 
but has its Epopts and Minerval Schools; Franconia, 
Swabia, the Circles of the Higher and Lower Rhine, 
Weftphalia, &c. fwarm with tnem. 

The towns of Vienna and Berlin almoft immediately 
fhowed that Auftria and Pruflia were falling a prey to 
IHuminifin. Tyrol had been already infected, ana the 
fame apoftle had proceeded to carry it into Italy, In the 
north adepts were making their attacks on the Lodges of 
Bruxelles and of Holland, while others were preparing 
to introduce Ifcijhauft' s myjleries into England. In Li- 
vonia they had gained footing; and treaties were making 
in Poland, to throw the whole power of the Confedera- 
tions into the hands of the Illuminees. If the day of France 
was not yet come, it was becaufe they entertained deeper 
views on her; but the day was to come, and all Europe 
Iball now know why it has been deferred. 

It would be of little avail for me to have produced 
Weifliaupt’s code, were I not alfo to produce demonftra- 
tive evidence of its progrefs and continuation. Hiftory 
will demand that I prove the exiftence of this Seel, its 
myfteries, and confpiracies, ranging from the north to the 
fouth, and from the eaft to the weft, enlifting under its 
banners that multitude of hands which it needed to work 
revolutions. To cffe&uate this, I fhall again appeal to 
their own annals ; they are mutilated, it is true; but not- 
withftanding that, they are menacing, and they are de- 
monftradve. 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. from PhiL to Cat:* 
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Official 

Reports. 


I. 

Of the 
province 
of Pano- 
faia. 


In the very year after the eongrefs of Willemfoa cfeii 
*we find five provinces completely organized according 
"to the Laws of the modern Spartatus> under the general 
“dire&ion of Philo* Knigge, and in full cbrrefpondence 
with the illuminizing Areopagites.f Even daring the 
time of the congrefs we find in the Original Writings 
not only fimple letters on the progrefs made by a few 
' candidates, but official reports, and ftatements made by 
the Provincials of their provinces, relating to the progrefs 
of their novices, of their initiated, and of their emiffaries. 
Let us caft our eyes onthefe documents, for nbnedtfilte 
* better authenticated. Perhaps I might have done well 
to have tranflated* the whole of them ; but tho* I abridge 
them, they will fti)l retain the whole force of evidence. 

The firft of thele reports is from Mahomet. \ This 
Provincial of a new fpecies was the Baron SchAoeck- 
enstein, the fame whom Weifhaupt fo earfy as the firft 
year of his Iiluminifm, enlifted at Aichftadt, and whom 
ne clailed among thofe foolifh Ariftocrats who were to 
fwallow the bait . s The Baron fo completely fwallowed 
the bait, that in fix years we find him one of the Chiefs 
of the Confpiracy. The Province he prefided over in the 
Uluminized Geography was denominated Pannonia , 
comprehending the diftri<Ss of Morea and Latittm , which 
comprife the Lodges of Olympia , Damietta , Tihur , His- 
palish Damafcus , Sichem , Nicomedia , and Surentum. I 
find that his refidence is at Aichftadt j and he informs the 
Areopagites, that he has given the name of Surentum to 
the new colony of Mompelgard, which he looks upon as 
belonging to the Duchy of Wurtemberg, and ‘therefore 
Ihould be comprifed within the diftrift of Latium. I al- 
to find that Nicomedia is Augfbourg; hence I conclude, 
that the Lodges under the infpeftion of this adept were 
fo many conquefts made by Iiluminifm, partly in Bava- 
ria, and partly in Swabia. ' 


f Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 3, from Philo to Wei- 
fhaupt. 

V T his report is of the month of <7 hardad 1151, that is to 
Tay June 178a, con iequently anterior to the breaking upoftbe 
-M 4 Ionic Congreis. Magomet is neverihelefs in .dircdl corres- 
pondence with /^//j-Knigge; for we may obferve the latter 

to be initiated. Ori^ 
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he report contains ftrong proofs of this Provincial** 
real for the propagation of the Order. We may obferve 
him threatening two adepts with their immediate difmis- 
lion unlefs they (how mdte a&ivity, and promoting two 
others becaufe they excelled in the arts of infinuation.-*- 
As a proof of the care with which he defcribes his infe- 
riors, and of the precautions he takes according to their 
characters, let the reader perufe the account he gives of 
the Brotherhood at Olympia , which he has juft been in- 
fpeCling : 44 lhave learned, (he writes), to know the Bro- 
44 ther Zeno . I did not find him to be a thinker , and much 
44 lefs a fc rut a tor. . * . He does not like to meddle with 
44 things that are above the human underftanding; and he 
44 contents himfelf with the degree of Miner val, butpr*- • 
w mifes to enllft us fome good novices . . . . Crantor has more / 

44 ardor; I initiated him myfelfinto the Minerval degree. 

44 You may eafily conceive how much he is difplcafed 
44 with all his fcienCe, and how much his wit difconcerts 
44 him, when I tell how that he is furious at his father for 
44 having had him taught to write. . . . Speujippus was 

44 ill; the others though young are full ot ardor 

44 The colony is weak as yet Be guarded in your 

44 letters to Zeno . He told me } that he would not lodge in 
44 the fame houfe with a man who doubted of the immor^ 

44 mortality of the Soul . .... All thefe Brethren hold 
44 their regular meetings, but don’t dare enlift their novi- 
44 ces under the name of Mafonry. They prefer doing it 
44 under the pretence of a Literary Society , and I made 
44 no difficulty in permitting them to continue their prac- 
44 tice.” 

In that town of Latium , or of the Dutchy of Wur- 
temberg, which Mahomet calls Damietta y there is an 
academy and a college ; and one of the profeflors is the 
adept Phirro , whofe honejly and activity could not be 
fufficiently praifed by the Provincial. The following 
inftitution may ferve as a fpecimen of this man’s hones- 
ty : 44 By means of this Brother, fays Mahomet , the whole 
44 academy of this town has become a real nurfery for us 
44 (tint pjlan% fchule fur uns). Pythagoras- Drexl is 
44 the unknown fuperior of this ajfembly , which is entirely 
u compofed of young pupils of noble birth . He has under 
44 him an apparent fuperior to conduct and form them, cho- 
44 fen from among the young men . No rev erf a l letters are 
^required of them ; they are only flattered with the hopes 
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<* fhould they prove faithful to the leflons inftilled into 
<c them) of being hereafter admitted into an Order co?n~ 
w pofed of the befi of men ” 

Left fuch lerfons Ibould be loft to thofe who were edu- 
cated at Court, the adept Epimenides- F ALK, aulic coun- 
fellor and burgo-mafter of Hanover, has taken care to iL 
Juipinize the fub-preceptor of a young Prince defigned 
by the initials T. H. . . . After having told all this news 
* to the Areopagites, at length informs them that 

Machiavel \ one of his emiftaries, has fent in a lift of the 
boneft men with whom he has made an acquaintance in 
Switzerland; and that things would take a good turn 
there, provided PA1Z0- Knigge would Simulate a little the 
. zeal of the Helvetian apoftle. 

If. The next official report is from Minos-DiTTfUR? 
Of Dacia the Afleflbr, This man was alfo a Baron, As a recom- 
and Ly- penfe for the pains he had taken at Willemfbaden, Knigge 
had made him the Provincial or fuperior of Veteravia, 
probably of part of Weftphalia. His command compri- 
led two difti iifts, Dacia and Lydia. Overburthened with 
bufinefs, and more attentive to that of Illuminifm than 
to the affairs of the Empire, he gives but a brief account 
for the prefen t. He names about a dozen Brethren a- 
piong whom are four novices. He diftinguifhes the Bro- 
ther Bentharith in particular, whom he means to entruft 
with the eftablifliment of a Mincrval School at Benfab} % 
Meanwhile, till be can report further progrefs, he propo- 
fes his plan for an iUuminized ftfUrhood , which he pro- 
mi fes to place under the dire&ion of another Baron, who* 
like himlelf is an Afleflbr at the Imperial Chamber. A* 
bout the fame time ( Merdemeh 1152, Auguft 1782}, 
Knjgge’s report ftates, that Minos was in correfpondencc 
with Do&or Stark, in hopes of making a conqueftofthe 
Landgrave of Heffe Darmftadt by means of his grand 
Almoner. The illuminizing Ailefl'or does not report 
the progrefs ofthis negociation; but Knigge appears tn 
have forefecn the fuccefs it would have, when he writes 
to the Areopagites, “ I am much pleafed to fee that Bro* 
u thei^ Minos has entered into a correfpondence with 
Doctor Stark; it will teach him, that to be able to 
treA with a man of wit one oiuft have feme one’s fclf. ,% 
Though it feems that Knigge did not allow any great 
fhare to this Provincial, yet he founded great hopes on 
his fcrviccs, efpeciallv if his too great %eal oould be re* 
preftd' 
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The third report is from the adept Eptfletus-MiEG, 
Provincial of Albania, the fame Brother whom we (hall 
find mentioned by Knigge as founding the Lodge at Man- 
heim furnatned Surinam , and at Frarikenthal that called 
Pdrmartboy within the prefe&ure of Paphlagonia , or of 
the Palatinate* It would feem*that at that perjod Albania 
had pafTed under the infpe&ion of fome other Provin- 
cial : This Epiftetus - Mieg was a counfellor and Protes-* 
taut Minifter of Heidelberg, his habitual refidence, and 
bad been inftrudied in the arts of Infinuator by Wei- 
fhaupt himfelf. 

The reader may judge of this man’s merits from the* 
following eulogiiim that Weiftiaupt makes on him when 
writing to Celfus : w Do not forget, when at Munich, to 
a do every thuig in your power for our Epiftetus . He 

* is nearly the belt of the adepts* He has a little too 
** much ardor, but in all other points he is incomparable. 

* He has already marie a conqueft for the Order of nearly 
€t the whole Palatinate . Not a country town but con- 
u tains one or two adepts at lead.”* This letter being* 
of the fame year as the report, it would be ufelefs to 
particularize* Some, however, of the Brethren, mention- 
ed by Epifietus deferve our attention: fuch, for example* 
as a certain Brother defcribed by the initials B. E. under" 
the direction of Diodorus , who in a Catholic Univerfity 
and of the Catholia Religion himfelf until that period, 
thought he could not give a better proof of his zeal for 
Illuminifm, than by attempting to defend a Proteftant the- 
fis, and that under a pretence that denotes neither a Ca- 
tholic nor a Proteftant, but a man who views Religion 
only as a political invention. He gives for reafon, that 
the College of the Counts of IVejlphalia mujl be a Pro - 
tejlant College . Next the Brother Erajlusy of the fame 
degree, who afks advice as to the beft means to fucceed 
in Illuminizing the Preceptor of the Prince of Dupont’s 
fon , and by that means to educate the young Prince ac- 
cording to the views of the Order. And laftly the Bro- 
ther Pic de la Mirandole , or Brunner, a Prieft at Tief- 
enback, in the bilhopric of Spire. 44 This man, (fays the 
Provincial,) is as yet a novice, but full of zeal for the 

# Hat (chier die ganze pfaltz unterdas commando des O’a 
f or dens) gebracht. Jn iedcra Undftlc|tchen find eio pier zwic 
•—Original Writings , VoL II. Let . 13, anno 1782. 
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w Order. The tenth of September he defended his The* 
“ fis in fpite of the Jefuits. In his £)uibus Licet be begs 
u the Order to take precautions lejl the fortrefs oj P hi- 
u lipfbourg , which the Auftrians had abandoned* Jhould 
a fall into the hands of a bigoted officer , who was petition- 
44 * n if or the government oj it ; and to have it given to 
44 another officer (more worthy of it, I fuppofe) who as- 
44 pired to it.”— This Illumi nixed Novice, who already 
pays fo much attention to fartrefles, will appear on the 
It age again with the Brethren of Mentz, confpiring and 
delivering up that town to the French Jacobins, 

The fourth official report is made by the adept Agis - 
Krober. He does not take the title of Provincial ; he 
only a£ts for ^/^rW-BLEUBETRUE, originally a Jew, 
and who afterward made himfelf a Chriftian to become 
Aulic Councilor to the Prince of Neuwied, and a Pro* 
vinciai of the Illuminees. Agis was governor to the 
Count Stolberg’s children, and the memoirs I have before 
me declare him to have been afterwards charged with 
the education of the young Prince of Neuwied, to have 
gained the good graces of the Princefs, fowing difeord in 
that court, and deftroying the internal happinefs of that 
family; in (hort, he was known to all Germany by a 
name that could not reflect honor on his protecltrix. As 
news, he informs the Areopagites that the Baron de Witte, 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, is much more zealous than was ex- 
pected; that he has undertaken to illuminize his Mafonic 
Lodge there ; and that from his letters they may hope to 
fee that of Bruxelles (hare a fimilar fate. . , . The Bro- 
ther Agis enquires whether they think it proper that he 
mould enter into a corrcfpondence with thofe fools of the 
liermetic CabeL Before he initiates them in the fecrets 
of the Order, he wifhes to prefent himfelf at their Lodges 
as one acquainted with their’s. He owns that he is not 
fufficiently matter of all their fyftems. He afks for fome 
inttru&ion, that he may perfect himfelf in them, left he 
(hould be difeovered by thofe Mafons for whom he has a 
fovereign contempt, but wirh whofe jargon it is neceflary 
that he (hould be acquainted, to make a conqueft of them 
for the Order. Thefe inflections are the more neceffiu 
ry, as a Brother of the diftriCt has juft applied to him for 
leave to fhow fome of his letters to the V enerable of the 
Mafonic Lodge at /r;r, to enable him to make but one 
draught of the whole Lodge, Venerable and all. 
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In the lame report the Brother Agis recommends to 
the Areopagites the adept Archelaus-^KK res, hereto- 
fore a major in the French fervice, at prefent throwing 
himfelf on the protection of the Order to obtain a place 
in fome court of Germany, and the Crofs of Merit from 
that of F ranee, with a brevet of Major a la fuite : * I had ' 
<4 taken it into my head (fays he) that the AmbalTador 

Ch. . . - was one of ours ; that he had great influence 
u with .... (the court or minifters), therefore I did not 
** refufc our protection. If we fucceed in this buiinefs, the 
“ fame of our power will be greatly extended \ Scarcely 
€t a week pafles without fomebody coming to folicit our 
w protection at the courts of Versailles, of Vienna, or of 
€< Berlip. It is enough to make one die of laughing, We 
c< take great care, however, not to difmifs thofe people 
“ without hopes; we only fay, that we do not like to im- 
41 portune thofe courts every day.” 

A marginal note is found oppofite to this article in 
Knigge’s own hand- Writing, faying, Who the dew l has 
put into their heads this fable of our omnipotence ? The 
man who wrote the queftion might alfo have written the 
anfwer; for we may obferve him long before this period 
draining every nerve to give the Brethren a high opinion 
of the power of the Order, and even flattering himfdfj 
that through the exertions of his agents he had obtained 
for the adepts honorable fituations , livings^ and dignities , 
which be di ft ributed in the names of the unknown fupe - 
riorsj who were not even in exiftence at that time ; and 
when thefe fuperiors do exift, we fee him aCting precifely 
as the Brother Agis had done, procuring from an adept 
Count the place of Chancellor Director , with a falary of 
twelve hundred florins, fending the nomination to his can- 
didate W undt , ecclefiajlical counfcllor at Heidelberg ; and, 
to (how the candidate the great power of the Brethren, 
informing him, that the Order had got him named to this 
dignity.* 

The very article on which £nigge had made this note 
Js followed by another, which will fufliciently demonftrate 
the credit they had acquired in certain courts, and the ufe 
they could turn it to for the propagation of their myfle- 


* See laft Obfemtions of Philo, Page 45.— Original Wri- 
tings, Vol. II. Page so*. 
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ties. K This week (continues Agis) ,We {ball receive a 
K Lutheran minifter, who by flight of hand has erife&eti 
4C about nine thoufand florins for the community (thw 
<{ Lodge) of this place. As foon as peace is made , he is 
€C to str off for LONDON^ with a multitude oj letters 

u of recommendation. The Pr— F O* B. uncle to 

u the reigning Duke, has promifed to fecond him with all 
* his might.* It .is our intention alfo to employ him in 
u that country for the Order. He most slily illu- 
“ minize the English. ...A large Dutch wig, a 
Cl fallow and meagre complexion, large eyes widely open- 
<c ed, a fertile imagination, a perfeCt knowledge of men, 
lt acquired by roving about the world for the (pace of two 
u years under the difguife of a beggar. * . . Do.not you 
think that with fuch qualifications this man will do won- 
u ders? — During this winter we will drill him, as the 
4< Hernuti ufed to do their apofties.” 

The adept fo well deferibed by //^ix-Krdber, ind on 
whom he grounds his hopes of the Illuminization of Eng- 
land) is not mentioned even by his chara&eriftic ; but a 
manufeript marginal note informs me, that his real name 
was Rontgen, a Dutch proteftant of Petkam,in Eaft 
Friefland. 

The fifth report is mutilated, and is without the name 
Of Pici- of any Provincial. Such as it is, however, it forcibly 
aura. evinces the progrefs of the SeCt during the laft three 
months of 1782 in the Electorates of Cologn and of 
Treves, called Picinum . At this epoch the Provincial 
is much elated at the high repute Mafonry has acqui- 
red in thofe parts fince it has been illuminixed. . <c Here 
<c (fays he) a Mafon was formerly a laugh ing-ftock, 
“ whereas now a man who does not belong to a Lodge is 
iC pitied. Every body flocks to us; and the prophane 
tc third after our myfteries. — Every body comes to crave 
u the protedion of an Order that is fo powerful. 0 

A very unexpected proof of their power is to be found 
in their Archives; it is the difgrace and exile of the Ab- 
be Beck, whom the Prince Clement of Saxony and EleCt- 

* In my copy of the Original Writings I find a manufeript 
note in the margin, by a man who is very converfant on thefe 
matters; it dates, that thefe initials ftand for the Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunjhvick. Pa — F— — V. B- 1 hat ibm 
mile unterjtutxung verfproeben . 
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or af Treves had till then favored with his confidence. 

I had not the honor of being acquainted with this vene~ 
fable ecdefiaftic ; but 1 remembered to have feen fome 
of his friends at Paris, who augured ill from this difgrace. 

I little expeded at that time to find his apology in fo com- 
plete a ftyle in the report made by the Provincial to his 
fixperiors: a The famous executioner of the Eledors con- 
u fcience, the Abbe B. has at length received his dis- 
44 million, and an order to leave the country* Ever fince 
** the Ele&or has had this Jefuit* in his fervice he has 
“ been a declared enemy to Free-mafonry, and generally 
44 (peaking, to every thing that tends to enlighten man- 
4# kind. Now that this Jefuit is out of the way, we have 
44 the great eft hopes of making a glorious harveft in T re ves 
44 and the Ele&orate.” How indignant muft his Elc&o- 
ral Highnefs have been when he discovered in his official 
report the true origin of all thofe infinuations to which 
one of his moft faithful fervants had fallen a vi&im ; and 
particularly when he obferved the advantages that his 
real enemies and enemies of all governments, promifed 
themfdves in confequence of an illufion originating, in 
all probability, entirely with themfdves. 

We (hall here give another proof of the omnipotence 
that the Order was acquiring in the different courts of 
Germany. The Provincial, under the head of the Lodge 
of Pinna , that is to fay Hachenburg, gives an account of 
the inauguration of L)o#or Vogler, phyfician to the 
Count of Kirchenberg, and then continues, 44 Here the 
u affairs of the Order profper amazingly well ; the Count 
44 is entirely [surrounded, by Illumine es. His private fc- 
44 cretary , bis phyfician , bis pafior % bis counfelhrs , ate 
* 4 all ours.— The Prince 9 s favorites are our tuojl zealous 
« 4 adepts ; and we have taken our precautions for the fu* 
144 tuYe. Let the Order efiablijh i-tfef as well e!jnub:re+ 
44 and the world is our 9 s 99 

This wifh of the illuminizing Provincial would form 
have been accompiifhed, had the adepts been every where 
as zealous as thofe whom he mentions of the provinces oi 
Picinum and Dacia. One adept in particular had made 

9 The appellation Jefuit is here ufed by the Tllumir.ees a* 
a term of fcurrilous reproach, as it frequently is a^ainft anv 
perfon inimical to their principles, for the Abbe Bcck.never 
was a Jefuit. 
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th?rtc6rt novices in thrfee months ; and it is not unworthjr* 
of'remark, that eleven were already Free-mafons and two 
Lutheran minifters, who were charatierixed in the Or* 
der by the names of Averro 'es and Tbeognis. The firft 
fhowed fo much zeal, a^ivity, and intelligence* and the 
principles of the Order appeared to have taken fuch deep 
root in his heart, that the fuperiors haftened his initiation 
into the higher degrees* that they might admit him to the 
council/and eafe themfelves of fome part of their labors on 
him. The other Tbeognis- Fischer, became curate of 
Wollbriicft in Auftria, near Lintz, by means of the in- 
trigues of the adept Paufanias. In knigge’s report to 
the Areopagites, 1 find the following note on this adept : 

a Tbeognis , at the time of his promotion to his curacy, 

“ received a letter from the bifhop of K , the princi- 

tc pies of which appear to "have been copied from our 
u code. The prelate mentions a fecret proje& of reform* 
u and begs Tbeognis not to ftiow his letter to any body. 
“ The Brethren of this colony are firmly perfuaded that 
<c the Bifhop is one of our adepts; and to that circum- 
<c ftance they attribute his having given a benifice to The- 
tc ognisi and in confequence of it they labor with redout 
w bled zeal.” 

What can have induced the editor of the Original 
Writings to give only the initial letter of this Bifhop’s 
name ? Have not the Evangelifts named Judas Ifcariot 
at full length? Why not then name the prelate Has- 
XEIn, vice-prefident of the fpiritual council at Munich, 
afterwards Lord Bifhop of Kherson for the church, 
and Brother Philo of Byblos for Weilhaupt? With a 
little It Is refpect for perfons, miftruft would fall on thofe 
who deferve it, and who fo little refpeft their own digni- 
ty j and the world would know the man who was fore- 
moft in the confpiracy againft God* though he might 
wear a mitre. 

fceports Before 1 undertake to prefent a lift to my readers, I 

by will mention the laft official reports recorded in the an- 

nals of the Se&. They are made by Knigge himfelf,and 
are dated Tbirmeh , Merdedmeb , Dimeb , 1 1 52, that is to 
• fi^y July and Auguft 1782, and the January following. 
We there find, that his million at Widumfbaden did not 
binder him from overlooking the provincial fuperiors, 
whoie reports I have juft Hated. It was to him that their 
reports were firlt fentj he iraniinitted them to the Areo** 
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pagites, after making fuch remarks as his zeal for the pro- 
pagation of the Sedl might fuggeft. What he particu- 
larly blames in his inferiors was, a want of method. That 
want of regularity in their proceedings appeared to him 
to impede their fuccefs, and to render it lefs certain than 
he could wifli. And he writ s to his fenate, “ I cannot 
<c fufficiently repeat it ; when we lhall have organized 
«c the whole body, when every province lhall have its 
Provincial, and every Infpe&or (hall have three Piovin- 
it cials under his inl'pection ; when our National Diredt- 
(C or y (hall be eftablilhed at Rome (that is to fay V ienna) ; 

when our Areopagites lhall be freed from all the tire- 
« fome detail, (and by that means certain of remaining 
“ unknown) and lhall only have to infpedt the whole, to 
« perfedl the fyflem, and to diredt the propagation of it in 
a other countries; when the Order can give proper help 
“ to the directing Brethren, then, and not before, lhall we 
« be able to do to me thing.” 

Soon after thefe leflons, and under the head of France, 
we read, “ With refpect to that country, I would not 
« advife you to undertake any thing until I lhall have 
« difpofed of the multiplicity of bufinefs that overpowers 
« ltlc at prefent. I have even liid alide for the prefent my 
« proje&s on Alfacc and Lorraine.” Meanwhile, till 
that day comes, Knigge takes a view of the reports re- 
turned to him by the Provincials, and fobjoins to the 
number of their Novices thofe whom he had made him- 
felf. But the grand objeS that abforbs all his attention 
is the means of confummating the intrufion into the Ma- 
fonic Lodges, which is at once to enlilt millions of men 
under the Itandard of his Areopage, and to dfeS his Ulu- 
minizing revolution. 

At the period of this laft report, that is, January 1783, 
this intrufion had made great progrels; and it was to that 
circumlfance that Weifhaupc was indebted for the mul- 
titude of adepts who already had fpread his confpiracy 
throughout Germany. Let the reader caft an eye on the 
map of Germany, and on the Lodges already illuminized. 
It is true, that many towns are at prefent unintelligible, 
in confeauence of the geographical nomenclature adopt- 
ed by the Sedt ; but every one of thefe names denotes an 
Illuminized Lodge, a town where the confpirators had 
gained a hold ; and hence we may obferve, that fcarcely 
a canton is to be found where this baleful Seel has not 
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penetrated. Let us attend only to thole towns that, m 
fpite of all their precautions, have been difcovered either 
by the writings or habitual refidenceof the great adepts; 

what a formidable alliance have they already formed ! 
The firft of the Provincials immediately under the direc- 
tion of Weilhaupt has under him alone the Lodges of 
Munich, of Ratilbon, of Landlberg, of Burghaufen, of 
Straubingen, and of F reyfingen.— In the Circles of Fran- 
conia and Swabia, the naron Mahomet prefides, at leaft 
over thole at Aichftadt, his habitual refidence, at Bamberg, 
at Nuremberg, at Auglbourg, at Mompclgard, and over 
thofe of the Dutchy of Wuitembcrg.— In the Circles of 
the Upper Rhine and of the Palatinate of the Lower 
Rhine the Se& has eftablilhed itfelf, at Deuxponts, Man- 
heim, Frankenthal, Heidelberg, Spire, Worms, Wetz- 
Jar, and Franckfort on the Mein.— The Electorates of 
Alayencc, of 'Frevesand Cologne, have, with their capi- 
tals, lhared a fimilar fate. — In Wcftphalia, this diftemper 
rages at Aix-La-Chapelle, at Neuwied, and at Hachen- 
burg.— In Higher and Lower Saxony, at Kiel, at Bre- 
men, at Brunfwick, at Hanover, at Gottinguen, at Go- 
tha, at Jena.— The great adepts Nicolai and Lechfering, 
eftablifii Illuminifm at Berlin, and the adept Brutus re- 
ports that the Minerval Schools are in as full activity at 
Vienna, in Auftria, as they were at Lintz. Hannibal % ox 
Weifiiaupt’s grand commiffioner the* Baron Baffus, bad 
eftablifhed it at Infpruck and Botzen, and at many other 
lowns in the T vrol. From the bottom of his den, at In- 
goldftadt, Weilhaupt prefides over his confpiring crew; 
and through their means he commands, as it were, Ger- 
many and its confines, and might be called its Emperor 
of Darknefs. He has more towns in his conijpiracy than 
the Chief of the Empire has in his dominions. 

At th»6 period a great revolution took place in the codb 
of the Illuminees, which only contributed to augment the 
ftrength of the Seel, and which I hope the hiftorian will 
not overlook, as it will furi^lh him with an anfwer 
.to thofe who may repeat an objection that has often been 
made to me. w Wcifliaupt’s illuminifm only began in 
Bavaria about the middle of the year 1776; the ScCt chief- 
ly attached itfelf to youth. It required a long noviciate* 
and many years for its Minerval fchools to form the 
adepts and prepare them for the degrees where the con- 
spiracy is entered upon. It mull have required therefore 
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generation after generation to form thatmultitude of cbn- 
fpirators whofe mar (hailed cohorts rife triumphant at a 
time when Illuminifm is (till in its cradle.” 

This obje&ion may have appeared forcible} but at the 
period where we now ftand ic folves itfelf. Knigge has 
anfwered it when he enumerates that multitude of Mafons 
who have already attained the 'years of difcretion, and did 
not ftand in need of thole long trials, and who, in the pro- 
teftant countries particularly difdained the Minerval fchools 
enly the more to Jhoiu their ardor to be admitted to the 
higher degrees of the confpiracy.* Weifhaupt foon un-* 
derftood the reafon of this rapid progrefs; and it was on 
that account that he difpenfcd with the feverity of the 
code and the trials of the Minerval fchool, and that he 
exhorted his Infinuators to enroll, after Knigge’s exam- 
ple, men who could be quickly advanced to the higher 
myfterics: Such was the new method of recruiting that 
was adopted at this period. When the Provincials men- 
tion the ages of their Novices, we find few that have not 
attained the age of manhood, generally of twenty-five* 
thirty, forty, and even fifty years of age, and whofe occu- 
pations in life denote years of difcretion. Thus then docs 
the Se& enlift multitudes of hands that do not wait for 

* Knigge fays, that in the Catholic countries the Philofo- 
phica! writings, the light of the age, (the impiety of the day) 
bad not made near fo much progrefs as in Proteftant coun- 
tries. This was true with refped to Bavaria; would to God 
that the fame thing could have been faid of France ! Be that as 
it may, *• The Minerval fchools, fays Knigge, did not take at 

all in the Proteftant countries; and in fait, fays be, fuch in- 
“ dilutions could only be of ufe in Catholic countries buried 
44 in darknefs, and for indifferent old-fafhioned beings. But 
44 the greater the averfion (hewn by the Brethren for thefe as- 
4< femblies of Novices, the more eameftly they folicited to be 
44 admitted to the higher degrees. — Mit der Minerval clajjb 
44 •wollte es in protefiantifehen lander dure bans nicht jort , una 
“ *wurktich iuar ouch diefe anjlalt vorzuglich nur inferfinfierten 
11 catbolifchen provinzen , undauf rnittclmdjjige altagi menfehen 
41 an<wendbar — Je •weniger aber die mietglieder geneigt wtaren 

ver/ammlungen der Pflanz fchuk anzutegen, um dejlo eifriger 
44 drangenjie in »iich % ibnen endtich die hohere grade mitzutbci~ 
44 len.** Philo endliche erktdrungt /*• 5*. 53> ct paj/im. 'I he 
reader will not forget that Knigge fpeaks particularly of thofe 
fophifticated Mafons among whom he was making recruits, and 
who were better prepared for the myfteries than the others, 
hecau fe they were more accuftomed to the fecreu of the Lodge, 
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age to enable them to prepare for, w even to ad when th$ 
day of revolution fhall be come. 

Another confideration that fhould not efcape the his-, 
torian is, the avowal (frequently repeated by the Adepts 
in the Original Writings) u that the great progrefs they 
made was in confequence of the facility with which they 
introduced themfelves into the Mafonic Lodges, and of 
the preponderance that the myfteries of Illummifm daily 
acquired in the Lodges." One of the 1 11 uminees^Z ullus % 
tells us, that Ti nee feveral Mafons and 1‘ome even of the 
inoft zealous Rolicrucians,have been initiated in ourmys-, 
terfes, cne would think that the Order had acquired new 
lije , and a much increafed force of expanfion or oj propa* 
gation ,* The Areopagite Hannibal attributes the fuc- 
cefs of his million to the fame caufe. In the report he 
makes of his proceedings, he begins by congratulating 
himfelf on having found Mafonic Lodges already efta* 
blifbed in the Tyrol. It was in them that he made his 
great conqueft% that he recruited Councilors of the Re- 
gency, Profeflfors of Colleges, Counts, Excellencies, Mi- 
nifies of the Emperor, Prefidents, V ice- Prcfidents, Mas- 
ters of the Pott-Office, Councilors of the Government, 
all enthufiafts for the new myfteries of Illuminifm.. At 
the fight of fucb unexpected fuccefs, he openly confefles 
that they are all due to the new method introduced by 
Pbilo-Kri\ggc. He then informs tbe'Areopagttes <c that 
cc the experienced Mafons are turning themfelves on all 
<c ftdet in quejl oj light , that fcarcely had he given the 
cc flighteft indication of it, before their hearts were infla-* 
med, and their entreaties to be initiated were molt 
ct preffing. That it was juft the moment for making 
c ‘ great conquefts at Vienna, where there muft be more 
than four hundred Mafons .” If at Milan he has not 
fo good a profpedl, it is becaufe no Mafonic Lodges have 
been eftablifhed there; but he will find fome at Cremo- 
na, Pavia, and other parts of Italy; and he ends by re- 
quefting that the other towns he means to vifit may be 
comprehended in the new Geography of the Sedt.f 
In fhort, how does Knigge himfelf account for that 
prodigious multitude of adepts recruited in foQiorta pe- 
riod for llluminifm? a When I entered the Order (he 

# R Lullus' s Journal, Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Seft. VL 
• f Orig. Writ. Vol. Land II. Hannibal's four Letters* 
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* writes to Cato- Zwack) you were all in the dark with 
“ refpe& to the Mafons of the Jirifl Obfervance . I told 
w you fo, and was pofitive that among them there were 
“excellent men (f>r us). Spartacus believed me; and 
“ the event has proved it. Our beft adepts at Neuwied, 
“ at Gotti nguen, at Mayence,at Hanover, at Brunfwick, 
“ and in the Palatinate, were all formerly Free -mafons of 
« the Strict Obfervance.”* 

Neverthelefs, thefe conquefts on Mafonry made by IU 
lutpinifm do not fatisfy either Philo- Knigge or Sparta - 
c us- Weifliaupt. They will not even let the name of Ma- 
fonry exift, but as a cloak for their Uluminifm. Let us 
then confider of their new means and further fucceffes in 
the following Chapter f 

Q. 

* Uofere beften leute in Neuwied, Gottinguen, Mainz, 
Hannover, Braunfchwcig, Pfaltz, find ehemalige mitglieder der 
Striven Obfrvantz. 

f For the whole of this chapter let the Reader apply to the 
Original Writings. Vol. IT. Part 1. and the Reports of the Pro* 
vioculs ( Provincial-BericheJ from P. 159 to nu 
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CHAP. VI. 


New means prafiifed , and new conquejls made by Knigge 
and JVeiJhaupt on Mafonry . — Difputes between thefe 
two Chiefs of llluminifm . — Their defigns on the Ger - 
man Mafons confummated before Knigge 9 s Retreat . 


^melius 

Bode. 


N otwithstanding the immenfe number of 

Mafons that had flocked to the ftandard of Illumi- 
nifm, W eifhaupt and Knigge labored under fome appre- 
henfions with refpeft to a new congrefs that had been ap- 
pointed for the following year at W illemfbaden. Knigge 
particularly dreaded that new Code and new form that 
was in agitation for the Lodges. He knew that (bme of 
the Brethren had been named to make a digeft of laws; 
nor could he forget, that others had received inftru&ions 
from the Congrefs to gain admiflion into, and get them • 
f elves received members of all the fecret focieties y in order 
that they might be initiated into their myjleries, and make 
their report at the following congrefs. Left all the fruits 
of his laft million at Willemlbaden Ihould be blafted in 
the bud at this new meeting, Knigge fought to make him- 
felf acquainted with the difpolitions, with regard to his 
llluminifm, of the commiffaiies nominated to make the 
new digeft of laws. 

The chief of thefe commiflarics was a man of the name 
of Bode, already famous in the annals of Mafonry, and 
who was foon to become more fo in thofe of llluminifm. 
—The fon of a common foldier of Brunfwick, he was 
brought up as lifer of a regiment, but he foon thought 
himfelf deftined to a & a higher part in the world than to 
accompany a drum with the Ihrill founds of his fife. He 
had learned to read, and was fufficiently acquainted with 
the French and the Englilh languages to undertake fome 
tranflations. Thofe of Triftram Shandy and Yorick’s 
Sentimental Journey gained him more credit than money; 
he then fet up as a bookfeller at Hamburg; but foon be- 
coming the widower of a rich heirefs, he abandoned trade, 
and was decorated by the Duke of Weimar with the title 
of Counfellor of EmbafTy. At length he was declared 
Privy Counfellor to the Landgrave of Hefle Caflel. 
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Created a Commander among the Templar Mafons un- 
der the title of Knight of the Lillies of the Valley, Eques 
a Lilio convalUunty Bode had brought with him all that 

f enius neceflary to give importance to the games of their 
Equality and Liberty, and, -above all, that concern which 
impiety and independence manifeft, todifcover their mys- 
teries in the fymbols of that fame Equality and Liberty* 
The fervices he had rendered to the Brethren may be ap- 
preciated by that which Knigge believed to be fo much 
to his honor, when he fays, that nearly all the little good 
that is to be found in the fyftem of the Strift Obfervanco 
is to be attributed to Bode ; or, in other words, every thing 
that aifimilated their fyftem to that of Weifhaupt. After 
having clofely fcrutinized his man, Knigge declares him 
to be advanced in years, but ft ill in queft of truth which 
he had not yet been able to find, though he had been for- 
ty years a Mafoni he depi&s him as indifferent to all fys- 
tems, though petulent, fiery, and jealous of dominion, and 
as loving to be flattered by Princes. To this defcription 
I may add from my German Memorials, that his exterior 
was unpolifhed and almoft deformed, which, however, 
did not hinder this old Mafon from acting the part of a 
wit and of a man of fentiment with the Ladies. They al- 
fo deferibe him as a pedant, with an appearance of frank- 
nefs that Princes miftook for opennefs of character ; but 
with which they might not have been fo eafily duped had 
they known, that though he fought their favor, he as cor- 
dially hated them as he did what he called the Mumme- 
ries of Religion^ of Jefuits , and of Priejis, Such fenti- 
ments muft neceflarily have endeared him to the Illumi- 
nees. Knigge more particularly courted him on account 
of the great influence he enjoyed over the German Ma- 
fojiry- Thefe two men fcrutinized each other, and Knigge 
at length declares, that 44 after many mutual explanations 
4C he had admitted him to the degree of Scotch Knight.’' 
Here Bode found all thofe promifes to forward the views 
of the Order, to reveal all his diicoveries on Mafonry to 
his new Superiors, to inftall the Illuminees in all the prin- 
cipal pofts of the Lodges, and to embezzle their funds. 
None of thefe obligations appear to have given him any 
uneajinefs\ but he feared, that in the end thole unknown 
Superiois would turn out to be Jefuits and Pricfts. It 
was neceflary, therefor^, to remove fuch fears, and to gua- 
rantee to him that thofe Superiors detefted Priefts and 
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Jefuits as much as he did himfelf. 44 On this condition 
u (fays Knigge) he promifed, i /?, To labor for us, and* 
44 by means of the new Syftecn or Code to be formed for 
44 Mafonry, to throw the empire over the Lodges into our 
44 hands. 2 dly. To put the Dire&ories and provincial in- 
44 fpe&ions, in as much as depended on him, into the hands 
44 of the Illuminees. 3/tfy, To prevail on the Brethren of 
44 the Stritt Obfervance to fraternize with us. 4 tbly y In 
' 44 the forming of the new Mafomc Code, never to lofe 

“ fight of the Illuminized plan for the choice of Matters 
<c or V enerables of Lodges. 5 thly> To lay before the Su- 
^ periors all the knowledge he has acquired concerning 
» 44 the origin of Mafonry and of the Roiicrucians; and to 

44 caufe the Deductions promifed for the Strict Obfervance 
l 44 to be printed at our prefles, and to diftribute them to 

cc our Brethren according to agreement.*** 

Such promifes from Bode were of too much confe- 
quence to be rejefted by the Illuminees $ he was receiv- 
ed with open arms, and, under, the chara&eriftic of Ame~ 
liusy was ufhered into the higher degrees. We (hall foon 
fee how faithfully he acquitted himfelf of bis promifes. 
While Knigge was making fuch important acquifitions 
from Mafonry, Weifhaupt was meditating another plan* 
that was to inwall him matter of all the Lodges of Poland* 
The Areopagite Cato- Zwack received nearly at the fame 
time both Knigge’s official note relative to Bode, and the 
Wei- following letter from Weifhaupt: 14 1 have a mind to un- 
ffiaupt’s 44 dertake the Polonefe Confederation, not precifely to IL 
V u eV i> r/k <C l ur ™ n * zc them, but merely as Free-mafonry to efta- 
Mafons a Sy/iem of Confederate Lodges ; to feiedl the a- 

44 bleft perfons j to get the ft art of the Strict Obfervance 9 
44 and to dcftroy it. Write immediately to Warfaw, that 
44 you are acquainted with feveral Lodges at Munich and 
44 other towns, that are willing to confederate with them 
44 on the following conditions: 1 /?, That they fhould 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Phiio 9 s bericht uher jor.ien f 
jYtmeh. January. 178.^ — If by Deductions the account cf the 
contributions to be deducted for the Grand Obfrvance , and af- 
terward to be delivered over tothe Illuminees, be not meant, I 
do noi undtrftand the meaning of them. But Bode relerves to 

himfelf the difcretionary power of letting other perfons parti- 

cipate of them ; that is to fay. he wilhes to ferve the Illuminees 
\vithout appearing to have abandoned his former Brethren.'** 
{ See V oL III, oj thefe Memoirs J 
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•* acknowledge but the firft three degrees— 2<//y, That 
«* each Lodge fhould be at liberty to have what Superiors 
44 and as many of them as they pleafed — 3 Y/y, That , 11 
u Lodges fhould be independent of each oiner, at leaft as 
a much fo as the Lodges of Germany are of thofe of Po- 
44 land — 4 tbly. That all their union fhould be carried on 
44 by the correfpondence and vilits of the Brethren.— If 
44 we can but gain that point, we (hall have lucceeded in 
44 all we wants have the reft to me.” 

44 Philo has already received inftru&ions to prepare our 
44 Lodges of the Rhine and of Lower Saxony for this 
44 plan. Don't lofe a day; for both time and danger prefs. 
K "John is coming , and the confederation will take place 
44 at V ienna before that time. The Lodge * appears as 
14 if it would accede. . . Send to Warfaw the manifefto 
44 that is to be immediately circulated in the Lodges on 
44 the occafion. Without doubt the federation will be 
44 numerous. See how I*cart feize every occofton and turn 
44 every circumftance to ufe. As foon as you fhall get an 
44 anfwer fend it to mej don’t lofe a minute. The moffc 
44 important bufmcfs for us is, to eflablifh an Eclectic 
44 Mafonry; if we fucceed in that, *tis all we want. Do 
44 not mention our order at Warfaw; it is always defir— 
44 able to gain fo eflential a point. Send all your docu- 
44 ments on Poland to Philo* A multitude of Lodges 
44 would have joined us had they not dreaded to be taken 
44 for blind Lodges » This arrangement will raife the diffi- 
44 culty. The Englifh Lodge of Edefta (Frankfort) has 
44 already promifed to accede to thefe conditions. Send 
44 your di (patches off immediately for Warfaw, without 
44 tranfmitting them to me, that they may get there the 
44 fooner; and defire an immediate anfwer* ,,# 

Though perfons who cannot gain admiflion to Wei- 
fhaupt’s iecret councils may not forefee why he fo earn- 
eftly interetfs himfelf in this pl^n for the propagation of 
his conipiracy, we may, however, remark, that Knigge 
had conceived the full importance of the meafure, when a 
week after he writes to Zwack, 44 'lhat plan on Poland 
44 is a moft mafterly blo'iv . I have already fent my draft of 
44 the circular letter for the Lodges to Spartacus ” Ac- 
cording to Weiihaupt's plan, this circular letter was not 
intended for the Polifh Mafons alone, but was to be fent 

# nth January, 1783. 
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to all the Lodges of the Order. It is to be found in die 
fecond volume of the Original Writings, and is exa&ly 
that medley of artifice for the fedu&ion of Mafons which 
might be expected from its author. Knigge begins with 
a fulfome eulogy on their inftitution. He tells them, that 
their fociety was intended by God and nature to reclaim 
the rights of humanity oppreffed^ of virtue perfecutedy and 
of Jcienee degenerated . In a ftory artfully intermixed with 
truth and falfehood,he endeavors to demonft rate how much 
the Order had fwerved from its grand obje& for about 
twenty years paft. To reftore it, therefore, to its ancient 
fplendor, he invites all Brethren fired with a true zeal to 
unite with thofe Mafons who alone have remained in pos- 
fefiion of the real myftcries, with a fociety formed for 
their prefervation about the year 1762, and wliofe fpecial 
objedt was to oppofe the tyranny of the Brethren of the 
Strict Obfervance\ in fhort, to join a fociety which he 
declares to be compofed of the beft heads of the Order, 
and of men whofc fcience and experience would command 
the efteem and veneration of all that approached them.— 
At length, giving the plan for his new afibciation, 44 In 
cc the new regimen admitted by thefe real Mafons (fays 
44 he) we invariably hold to the firft three degrees.— Se- 
44 veral Lodges unite together in the choice of one for 
44 their Scotch D ire ft or y, or chief place of their diftri£t, 
44 to which each fends a Deputy. This Directory decides 
44 on money matters, overlooks obje&s of ceconomy and 
44 the railing of contributions, and grants powers for the 
44 creeling of new Lodges. Above this tribunal we have 
44 no Superiors who have a right to rait’e contributions; 
44 they are only entitled to an exa& account every three 
44 months of the moral and political ftate of every Lodge. 
44 A certain number of Scotch Directories join to chufe a 
4t Provincial Directory , three of the latter eiedt an In- 
44 fpe( 5 lor, and three Infpedtors chufe the National Di- 
44 rector. 

44 This is not the place for expatiating on what we have 
44 already done in the lilent abodes of fecrecy, or on what 
44 we mean to do. It will fuffice to fay, that we have 
44 fchoois to form the young men whom \ye afterward ad- 
44 mit into our Order, and who arc deftmed to labor to 
44 procure happier and more tranquil days for the rifing 
44 generation. The q^we bellow on thefe pup Is is in 
44 our eyes the molt honaHtebif art of our labors. Should 
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u the Lodges with for any further particulars, they fhall 
cc receive them from the very perfons who have thought 
4t proper to propofe this plan.”* 

The memorials before us are not fuflRciently explicit to 
enable us to decide what effect Zwack’s and Knigge’s 
letters produced on the Polifh Mafons. In Zwack’s note, 
however, on the progrefs of the Brethren we may obferve, 
that the Areopage was in treaty for a Jiritt alliance with 
the National Lodge of Poland \ With refpeCt to Germa- 
ny, we arc not left in the dark as to the fuccefs of thefe 
artifices ; but then it is to Bode particularly that fuch fuc- 
cdles are attributed, t hrough his means it was, that 
Kniggc acquired powerful proteCtors with the Mafons of 
high rank, and particularly with the committee that was to 
frame the new code. By the help of fuch protection he 
fo amazingly extended the number of the adepts, that 
Weifhaupt pretended to be alarmed, or was fo in real- 
ity. The defpotic founJer viewed with a jealous eye 
the afcendant that Knigge was daily acquiring, and the 
great encomiums bellowed on him by the adepts in their 
^jiibus Licets . Befide, his profound policy led him to 
conceive that his power would be too much divided by 
that of Knigge’s, to enfure him fovereign fway over his 
tenebrous meetings, and to preferve that unity of objcCt 
and of aCtion which his projeCts required. This multi- 
tude of adepts fuddenly initiated into the higher myfteries 
kept him in a ftate of continual alarm. Among thefe new 
difciples feme might be found who, not having undergone 
the neceflary trials, might expofe both himfelf and all the 
confpiracies of his SeCt to be difeovered. Though Knigje Quarrels 
had faithfully copied (as the reader has feen) all the pro- between 
fligate myiteries that Weifhaupt had invented in the de- Wei- 
gree of Lpopt, yet this illuminizing chief did not ferupie 
to accufe the Baron of having weakened them; the faCt * 

was,thathe could not forgive him for having participated in 
the glory of founding the Order. He even pretended that 
Knigge was privately laying the foundations of another 
fecret fociety.f Thefe reflections weighed fo heavily on 
the mind of the defpotic chief, that all on a fudden Knigge 
found himfclf depofed at the very inftant when he was 

* Extract from the Circular Letter, Original Writings. Vo 
II. Paa II. S eft. VI. 

# Original Writings, Tdl.'II. Let. ao. 
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moft elated with his fuccefles in the fervice of the Qr« 
der. 

Weifhaupt took from him the direction of his pro- 
vinces, and made him fubjedt to fome of his own pupils. 
—The manner in which Knigge received this humbling 
news cannot be better deferibed than in his own letters to 
Weifhaupt and to Zwack. The latter had attempted to 
reconcile thefe two terrible competitors, particularly by 
affecting to throw the whole blame of their di fag reements 
on Mahomet and another brother. 44 It is neither Maho - 
44 met nor that other brother (fays Knigge to Cato), but 
<c it is that Jefuitifm of Weifhaupt, that occafions all our 
44 broils^and uifputes. It is that defpotifm which he exer- 
44 cifes over men perhaps lefs powerful in imagination, 
<c art, and cunning than himfelf, but equal to him at leaft 
44 in good-will, prudence, uprightnefs, and probity ; over 
44 men who have rendered the moft important (ervices, 
44 without which his Order would ftill have been a pid- 
44 ful medley of boys- Long fince have I obferved his in- 
4C tention of deceiving me; but I am firmly refolved 
<c to make him feel, notwithftanding my exceflive pad- 
41 ence and obedience, that there are men who are not to 
44 be played upon with impunity. I therefore declare, 
44 that nothing can ever put me again on the fame foot- 
44 ing with Spartacus on which I was before; hut as long 
44 as / live I will do every thing in my power for the 
44 good of the Order ; and ye (the Areopagites), my hejl 
44 of friends, ye (hall always find me ready to obey ye in 
44 every thing conducive to the fame objedt/’ 

After this exordium Knigge proceeds to enumerate e- 
very thing that he had done for Weifhaupt, in the per- 
fecting of the Code, the founding of Lodges, and the re- 
cruiting of Brethren. 44 1 had actually recruited five hun - 
44 dred (he continues) when he chofe to view me in the 
44 light of an indifferent being, who was ruining his af- 
44 fairs by my want of reflection. Without giving me any 
44 intimation, he began to correfpond with my inferiors. 
44 I have leen fome of his letters to my pupils, in which 
44 he treats me as a novice.-4-At prefent I am under the 
44 direction of Minos , and *m to (end him my Quibus 
44 Licet every month. Without being an ambitious man, 

44 I fee no reafon why I fhould put up with fuch affronts, 
44 and allow myfelf to be led like a fcholar by a profeffor 
44 of Ingolilgdt. And certainly with refpedt to him I look 
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H upon myfelf as difpenfed from all obedience. With re-r 
ff gard to vou, ready to obey the flighted intimation of 
your wimes, I confcnf to continue to direct the pro-* 
u . vinces of Heffe and Upper Saxony , until every thing is 
properly organized in thofe countries. I (hall then re- 
“ tire, prompt, notwithftanding, to ferve you with all my 

* might, either by night or by day.” 

This letter is dated the 20th of January, 1783, and is 
immediately followed by another to the fame adept. The 
latter (hows how painful it was to Knigge to abandon the 
Brethren; but at length he writes to Zwack, Were I 
H to give way to an imprudent vengeance i refled^ on this 

* at lead, 

44 It was by order of Spartacus (auf Spartacus geheifs) 
V that I wrote againft the ci-devant JefttiJls and againft 
44 the Raftcrucians , neither of whonfi had ever doneme 
44 any harm. It was by his orders that I fpread diflenlrens 
44 among the Mafons of the Strict Obfervance , and fe- 
44 duced their ableft brethren. I infilled .into them ftrong 
44 ideas of the antiquity, the excellence and power of our 
44 Order, of the perfection of our Superiors, of the irre- 
44 proachable manners of the Brethren, of the importance 
44 of our myfteries, and of the fincerity and purity of our 
J 4 intentions. Many of thofe who at prefent labor mod 
44 efficactoufly for our Order, were under conftant appre- 
44 henfions that we were leading them to Deifin. Little 
44 by little , however , I do what I pleafe. Now were I tq 
44 inform the Jefuits and the Roficrucians of their real 
44 perlecutor; were I limply to let fome certain perfons 
44 into the fecret of the infignificant novelty of the Order; 
14 were I to inform them that I compofed parts of the de- 
14 grees; were l to tell them how I am treated after the 
a many fervices I have rendered ; were I to make them 
5 * acquainted with the Jefuitifm ofehat man who leads us 

* all by the nofe, and facrifices us to his ambition whenever 
** he pleafes ; were I to inform the fecret-hunters that 
44 they will not find that which they are in queft of; were 
44 1 to let thofe who love religion into the fecret of the 

* founder's religious principles; were I to found the a - 
f 4 larm to Free-mafons concerning an allocation fet on 
44 foot by the Uluminees; were I myfelf to eftablilh an 
« Order on a more folid, clear, difinterefted plan, whofe 
f 4 object lhould be honefty and liberty; were I to attrad| 
U many able men whom I am acquainted with intq 
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<c this Order; were I to place certain perfons in your r a 
44 who would inform me in future of every thing that was 
44 tranfa&ing in it; were I to give a hint only in Greece 
44 (Eavaria) that fhould at once difclofe the founder and 
44 his Order; were l to found the alarm to Princes by 
44 means of Numenius and the Roficrucians at Rome ( Vi- 
41 enna): — I ftvudder at the idea! No, I will not carry 
- 44 vengeance to fuch lengths; but if I do not obtain fatis- 
44 fidlion, I will take fuch fteps as my honor requires.— 
44 Let me once more enjoy that unlimited confidence that 
44 l formerly enjoyed, and then I (hall be ready to under- 
44 take great things for the Order again. I am perfc&ly 
44 acquainted with our people; I know what attaches each 
44 one to the Order, arid what engines fliould be fet in 
44 motion either to excite their enthufiafm or fuddenly to 
44 coilh it. Once more I repeat it; if I am left at liberty 
44 Waft, I will anfwer upon my head to put the Order 
44 immediately in pofleffion, ift, of moji important fecrets\ 
44 2dly, of a firong preponderance over the Mafons of the 
44 Strict Observance, or, rather , of means abfolutely to de - 
44 Jlroy them ; 3dly, of a great influence over the Mafons 
44 of Zinnendorf *s fyftem ; 4th! y, I promt fc to put the Or- 
44 der in pojfejfwn of great riches , and of great power, and 
44 that without making am alterations in our confiitu- 
44 tions” 

So far from allowing himfelf to be foothed by thefe 
promifes T or affrighted by thefe menaces,, which Zwack 
was to tranfmit to Ingolftadt,. Weifhaupt appeared to be- 
come more inflexible. He knew his agents too well; he 
was certain that Knigge could never bring himfelf to be- 
■tray him; and indeed he muft have betrayed himfelf in 
denouncing his chief. That adept, without doubr, might 
have deferted him ahd carried many of the brethren with 
him; and Weilhaupt would have preferred fuch extre- 
mities rather than have had rebel adepts, particularly com- 
petitors under him. 44 What care I (he writes) for all 
44 that multitude of unmanageable adepts who wifh to be 

44 guided by no other rule than their fancy?*' At 

other times he would write, 44 It is by means of thofe who 
44 will obey me, that / mujl perform mo ft aftonijhing things . 
44 1 anfwer for nothing when I meet with reiiftance from 
44 my adepts; I haveforefeen every thing, and 1 have pre- 
. 44 pared every thing. Let my whore Order go to rack and 
44 min; in three years I will anfwer to reftorc it, and that 
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m fo 2 more powerful ftate than it is in at prefent. — Ob- 

* ftacles only ftimulate my activity. I know how to turn 
** them to my advantage; and when people £hail think 
cl that I am undone, even then (hall I rife ftronger than 

* ever* Let that perfon leave me who thinks he can bet- 
ter himfetfdfewhere; and time will (hew who is mis- 

« taken. I know howto find men more docile. I can la- 
* 4 crifice whole provinces* the defertion of a few mdivid- 
u uals, therefore, will not alarm me.”* 

Thus firm and conftant in his determination to enforce 
obedience, Weifliaupt left Knigge under an interdict; he 
continued to tranfmk all orders, to him through the me- 
dium of his inferiors} he even fo far fet him at defiance, 
as to refufe to give him the watchword and the quarter- 
ly fign; To that he might almoft look upon himfelf as ex- 
pelled die Order* if he deigned to write to him, it was 
in a tone only calculated to add to his humiliation; and 
Knigge hindelf adually thought all his intercourfe with 
this overbearing Defpot had been broken off when he re- 
ceived a letter ftill more imperious and injurious than 
ever. Philo's anfwer is remarkable; and I will lay it be- 
fore my readers; not that I think it important to aeferibe 
an the jealoufies and inteftine broils that may very well 
be called the rogues quarrel, but becaufe it fhows how 
well in the midft of all their difputes thefe fellows knew 
each otber 0 and how they drew together when the mis- 
fortunes of nations were in queftion; it fhows alfo how 
they vied with each other, and placed all their merit in 
the deftrudlion of the altar and the throne, and in having 
abufed the; cottfidence of Princes; fuch were the mighty 
deeds on which they grounded their rights of pre-emi- 
-nence in their dark dens of rebellion. 

This letter from Knigge to Weilhaupt was written at 
feicceffive periods during his excurfion from Frankfort to 
Caflel, to JBrunfwick, and Neuterhaufen. He begins it, 
dated at Cartel, ajth February, 1783. 

“ An unforefeen circumftance occafions my writing to 
u you. Read my letter without paflion, with impartiality, 
“ and as coolly as you are able. I own that, as late even 
** as yefterday, until I had received your Excellency's let- 
M ter I little thought we were ever to correfpond togeth- 
%41 er again. I am perfectly refolved to wait but for one 

r Original Writings, Vo!. II. Let. S, to Cat*. 
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44 rtiorc anfwer; and if it is in die fame tone thatydd 
44 have lately taken with me* nothing (hall hinder mt 
K from abfolutely breaking off all connexion with yoif. 
44 Do not pretend to think that this is an idle threat. I 
44 am aware that you can do without me ; but I alfo know, 
4C or am at leaft willing to think, that your confcience wiH 
44 rife in judgment againft you, if you continue without 
44 reafon to.rejcft a man who ha^been your moft a&ite 
41 co-operator. What am I to underftand when you fay 
44 that you can begin the whole over again* and that with 
44 new agents? To be fure you may try* but were you 
44 really to undertake it, you would ceafe in my eyes to 
44 be that man whom I was willing to believe endowed 
44 with prudence. The points to which I wi£b to call 
44 your attention require a general view of our refpe&ive 
^ 4 fituations. Let us addrefs each other freely. 

44 You have injured me; you know it; but you will 
44 not own it* becaufe you are afraid of lofing your con- 
44 fequence were you to fay, I have really behaved (hame- 
44 fully ill to that man. You wiflh to perfuade both your- 
44 felf and others that you are indifferent to my flaying 
44 with you or not, for that I am not fit for fo great an 
44 undertaking ; though you well know* that we both have 
44 our failings; that men muft be taken as they are; that 
44 no one would proceed far, if he were to change co-ope- 
u rators every fix months. To make Ihort of the matter* 
44 you would be forry to fee me abandon you, and found 
44 another fociety; but you are unwilling to appear to 
44 ftand in need of me. 

44 Now for Me : I have not the vanity to pretend, that 
44 a man of a fuperior underftanding to my own fliould 
44 fo debafe himfelf as to a(k me pardon. But I could wifll 
44 you to refledt on the following circumftances I am 
41 certain that I have adted according to my confcience, 
44 and on a iblid plan. I defy any perfon to point out to 
44 me thofe indiferetions by which I am fuppofed to have 
44 done the Order irreparable evil. So far from it, I have 
44 engaged men of the moft tranfeendant merit in its fer'- 
44 vice. If in many hundred recruits any are to be found 
44 who are not exactly what they ought to be, your own 
44 condudt will plead my excufe, fince you have entrufted 
44 me with the government of five provinces, a perfon that 
* you at prelent upbraid as a heedlefs giddy young fellow. 
44 In fliort, I have adled as I ought to have done. That 
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joD fliould acknowledge this, I do not defire; but I 
K really wifh to fee you convinced of it. Our union (hould 
be grounded on a reciprocal and boundlefe confidence. 
“ — If you are unwilling to grant me yours, remember at 
u leaft that I am not to be led like a machine. I there- 
<l fore retire, not through an ill-judged delicacy, but be*. 
u caufe I can be of no ufe to you, and that I know perfons 
w to whom I Can be of great ufe, and who place unbound- 
a ed confidence in me. " 

<c Now to the point: I can inform you , that laft night 
u i brought my grand plan to a Jlate of maturity. Mark me, 
“ therefore: fince I have quitted the government of my 
u provinces, great things have been the objects of my la~ 
w borsy letters , and conferences . For this week paf 1 

u have had here ( at Gajfel ) feveral private interviews 
cc with the P— C — of H — C — (Prince Charles of 
H Hefle CafTel, brother in law to the King of Denmark). 
11 AU this taken together has enabled me to fulfil the fol- 
* w lowing promifes, provided / am treated as I think I 
u am entitled to be." 

Thefe promifes of Knigge are nearly the fame as thofe 
already mentioned in his letter to Cato- Zwack. He adds, 
however, fome few points that are effential ; for example, 
he does not only promife to difcover to the IllumineeS 
the real objett of Mafonry and of the Rof crucians, but to 
make it a part oj the higher degrees of IV ri/baupt's mys- 
teries* This addition is not an indifferent indication on 
the occult myfteries of Mafonry. Without having been 
a Roficracian, Philo-lLnigge had long applied to theft* 
myfteries before his admiffion into Illuminifm. He had 
ftudied them as Commander and Knight Templar , but had 
not been able to dive into their laft myfteries. It was re- 
ferved to Bode, to that man known by all Germany t6 
have been one of their moft zealous and learned Mafons, 
to initiate Knigge in thefe myfteries j and we muft henCfe 
conclude, that few of the brethren were acquainted with 
them; but no fooner are they difcovered to Philo , than 
he conceives them to be worthy of being blended with 
thofeof Weifhaupt. Thefe occult myfteries, therefore, 
of the Roficrucians can fall little fhort of the baneful ma- 
chinations cjf Illuminifm; and all that jealoufy that ftill 
rages between the Roficrucians and illuminees may be 
laid to be only a rivalfhip for hireling primacy. No long- 
er do I pretend to difpute with Brother Dupe on the ex- 
y 
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iftencc of thefe hideous myfteries; on the contrary, I will 
compliment him on his ftiil having fuflcient virtue left 
to be refried ad mi (Eon; but I will infift on the abfelute 
neceffity and duty of abandoning any affociation that can 
have mirtured the abominable and impious plots, the dis- 
covery of which is the caufe of to much exultation in 
thefe arch-confpirators. 

On the fame conditions Itnigge promifcs Weiihaupt 
to difcover to the Order certain Jeer its of Nature^ fecrett 
'(fays he) at once aftonijbing , marvellous , and productive, 
and all this without being miracles.* He alfo fpecihes 
the means by which the ltluminees axe to acquire powet 
and weakh ; it is the liberty and a licence t$ trade in Den- 
mark, Holjiein, and other jlates, with the necejfary funds 
for the enterprixe . Ia thort, his promifcs againft the Ro- 
licrucians ts accompanied with the promife of a power- 
ful party againft the Jefuits.f- 

This letter remained in his port-folio until his return 
" from Caflel to Brunfwick ; he there continues it on the 
10th of March: 44 The D-— F-— of B — , (Duke Fer- 
44 dinand of Brunfwick) has called me-to this town to 
u confer with me on different fubje&s, I will fay more 
44 of this on aJiiture occaiion, let us revert to the moft 
xi preffing bufinefs. I have already (aid it, and I repeat it 
4< again without any difguife, here are my conditions: If 
44 , you reftore me to your confidence, all will be termi- 
44 nated, and this whole bufinefs remains afecret between 
44 us. From this inftant I not only engage to attach my- 
44 (elf ftronger than ever to the order, but I alfo promife 
44 and guarantee to it a power of which it can have no 
44 conception. 

44 Should you refufe to rely on me, from that inftant 
44 our uuion is di delved; I eredt another fociety on much 
44 ftronger bonds. But no threats. Think of it, and weigh 
44 it coolly*” 

Knigge alfo takes time to refle&; and on the a6th of 
March he continues from Neuterhaufen: 44 I am here a- 
44 gain. . . Once more I lay, if you know your own inter - 
4,4 cjl the world is ours; if not, may the confequcnces of 
44 your fcaiuialous proceedings fall upon you. But noj 
44 1 ftiil rely on your prudence, fate leads us admirably, i 

* Krftaunlich und eimia^lich, obgleich keine wonder. 

t ftoe machtige part hey gegen jefpitea. 
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* have great things before me; I have prodigious ones 
44 in view.*— It is in your power to partake of them. I 
44 have not as yet taken a Angle ftep againft you. i hope 
44 your conduit will give me reafon to write to Jthens y 
44 that I had formed a wrong opinion of you.*’ 

On the 27th of the fame month another poftfeript in 
the following terms; 14 I was juft going to fend my let— 

44 ter, when i received this Order, which you fend me by 

* F. . . Oh ! you ought not to have taken fuch a ftep, 

44 You wi(h then to drive me to all extremities? Upon 
44 my word you will gain nothing by it. Reflect 011 the 
44 importance, I may venture to fay, that 1 have given to 
<•> your affociation. Were I now to difeover to certain 
44 perfons your whole hiftory, and your principles fo dan- 
44 gerous for the world y and declare that I was obliged 
44 to moderate them by every means in my power, who 
44 would not ftiun you t What is your degree of Epopt in 
44 comparifon with your means of attaining a good object 
44 (that is to fay in comparifon to the principle, all means 
44 are good when the end is good?)— - What is it* I fay, 
P when compared with your fcandalous injuftice towards 
44 Wolterand Levelling? — O! what are men? — Good 
44 God ! were you a Jeluit yourfel f? I tremble to think 
44 of it; but (hould that be the cafe all Hell {hould not 
44 fave you from my claws.” 

Loft Poftfeript of the 31ft: €< Do not hurry yourfetf 
44 to anfwer me. Cato may tranfmit certain things to you 
44 that may make you change your mind. Take care of 
44 yourfclf cave ne cadas. Vengeance is a thing that l 
44 {hall with great difficulty refift.”* 

All thefe letters depift Knigge as an adept determin- 
ed to withdraw himfelf at length from the defpotifm of 
the modern Spartacus ; not indeed to abandon his plots, 
but in order to lay the bafis of new affociations of Con<* 
ipirators: In the midft of all thefe broils, it is worthy of 
remark, that the injured competitor in his letters to Wei- 
ihaupt and to Zwack intermixes anfwers and advice on 
every thing that can tend to propagate the Order, In his 
' poftfeript of the 26th of March, forgetting on a fudden 
all his anger againft Weifhaupt, he informs him, that 
Brother Accatius folicits letters of recommendation and 
directions to the Brethren of Italy for another adept who 

• Orig. Writ. Yo\. II. Let. 1, % 9 and u from fhih* 
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is going to fecond Brother Hannibal in his miflton to* 
thofe countries. 44 This affair (fays Knigge) is of the 
44 higheft importance to the Order; for our man is an 
44 excellent Scrutator; and I do affaire you that fpecial good 
44 news is come relating to the Monks of Italy/’ Moft 
certainly, difcontented Monks of the (lamp of Dom Ger- 
les might be found there; but before they could be en- 
rolled an article of the Code which excludes them from 
the Order was to be difpenfed with. As I have already 
obferved, however, Knigge was always lefs fcrupulous 
than Weifhaupt on the article of exceptions. In thefe 
fame letters he warns the A reo P a g Ites to pay particular 
attention to the affairs of the Order at Vienna; and in- 
forms them, that he has important news from that coun- 
try; and with refpe£t to Poland, though he may be ac- 
quainted with no perfon who could forward the federa- 
tion, he had people at leajl in Livonia . And in his offi- 
cial reports we find that he had a mifEonary in that part 
of Rufiia, who from fo great a dijlance perhaps might not 
fend his ^uibus Licet s exactly and monthly ; but who 
would labor for the Order perhaps with more fuccefs than 
any of its Apoflles.* 

Such tendernefs for the welfare of the Order, and £eal 
for the propagation of its plots, evidently demonftrates 
that Knigge, fo far from abandoning it, expected to re- 
afTume his former rank. It appears flill clearer in the let- 
ter he wrote to Cato by the very fame poll, by which he 
had fent all his menaces to Weifhaupt; 14 1 have great 
<c views indeed for our Order, and that makes me forget 
44 all the injuries I have received from Spartacus. I do 
“ not wifh him to own that he is in the wrong, but only 
44 that he fbould kqow that the fault lies with him,” The 
letter ends by conflicting Cato judge of the conteft.f — n 
Weifhaupt needed no more to convince him that this 
warfare would terminate to his advantage. He did not 
wifh to lofe Philo ) but flill lefs could he bear him as 4 
jival. 44 If Philo ( Weifhaupt fays to Zwack) will return 
“to me, and confefs that he is in the wrong, he will find 
^ ,me fuch as I formerly was in his regard. But for your 
44 part do not fhow the leafl cagernefs to reclaim him. J 
44 with to prove to him that I can do without him; ht$ 

* Aber er witd wiirken wie noch keiner gewurkt hat* 

f Woriibcr fie, befster Cato! tyiebjer ftjyn n>Qg$n* 
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4 f vanity muft not b* flattered; he wants to be entreated; 
* ( and it is exa&ly for that reafon that he Ihould not be 
'«* entreated.— -If he has the good of the caufe at heart, he 
R will return of his own accord, and { will receive him 
V with open arms/** 

Th egtydtf fhe caufe . , as Weilhpupt calls it ( that is, the 
propagation ana triumph of (lluminifm with ail its impi- 
ous plots), was evidently as dear to Knigge as to him- 
fclf. This mutual bias to crime reconciled them together 
again, at leaft, for a fpace of time fuflicient to acquire for 
liluminifm the greater part of that authority which Knigge 
had promiled to the Areopagites. It is true* that he tells 
us he had obtained his diundEon, and an ftbnorable tefti- 
wony of his fervices. It may bo a fad that he received 
his difmiifion, as he (ays,- on the exprefs conditions, that 
be would never undertake any thing detrimental to the 
Interefts or plans of the lUuminees ; that he would keep 
a profound lilence with refped to the (ecrets of the Broth? 
fen; that he would jjeyer do any thing that could com- 
mit the fuperiors, and not even fo much as name themjf 
hut certain it is, that the date coincides with the time of 
the dilcoyeries made at ^dunipb>which mult have induc- 
ed him to take fuch precautions as he judged neceflary 
fo avoid being implicated with the other chiefs of the 1U 
(uminees. He declares that he received his conge on the 
lift of Tune, 1784, and the firft decrees iflued by the E- 
|edor or Bavaria againft Secret Societies bear date of the 
fwcnty-lccond of the (ame month. Four months after we 
(be Philo - Knigge mentioned by Weilhaupt as an adept, 
Without the leaft allulion to his retreat, and this may cre- 
ate feme doubt at lead as to the date. Whatever may 
have been the cafe, fourteen months elapfed from the time 
of their ; grand dilputes, till that when Knigge declares he 
broke off all connexion with the Illuminees. Hereafter 
we (hall fee what is fo be underftood by this pretended 
dcrcli&ion of his former Brethren. It is however certain, 
that during thofe fourteen months, he but too well enti- 
tled himfelf to the gratitude of the Sed by the new fer- 
yices be rendered, and more particularly by his intrigue* 
With Bode, by means of which he confummatcd Wei- 

s'.. 1 ' 

. # Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter as* 

* f- Seine ob*rn weder ?u oeonen poch zu compromutii?n f 
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fhaupt's plan of confederation or of intrufion in all the 
Lodges of Germany. 

The fede- The grand obftacie to thefe plans was the jealoufy of 
ration of the Roficrucians, of the Brethren of the Stritt Obfertf- 
fons^and ance ^ anc * °f Philaletes , calling themfcl vcs the Theofo- 

Illuminees P^ical illuminees. But the acquifition of Bode; Knigge’s 
•onuDued. frequent vifits to their Highnefles the Duke Ferdinand 
of Brunfwick and the* Prince Charles of Heffe-Caffel; 
the manner in which he impofed on thefe two chiefs of 
German Mafonry; the influence acquired by Philo thro’ 
the means of Bode over the Commiftaries who were nam- 
ed at Willemibaden to frame the laws, are circumftances 
more than fufRcient to account for his fuccefs in fpite of 
fuch numerous opponents. When Bode was thoroughly 
convinced that Illuminifm, fo far from being an invention 
of Jefuits and Priefts, was no other than a moft determin- 
ed confpiracy againft Princes and the Pricfthood, which 
fee equally hated; when he beheld the means of its deve- 
loping themfelves in the degrees of Epopt and of Regent, 
he then had no other view than to perform the promife 
he had made to Knigge, to dedicate his life entirely to the 
fcrvice of the Order, and particularly to have its inter e/h 
at heart in the framing of the nexv Code . Never was 
promife more religioufly kept, nor attended with greater 
fuccefs. With refpedt to thofe Brethren whofe antique 
myfteries perpetually recalled to their minds Equality and 
Liberty, nothing could be more feducing than Knigge’a 
circular letter on Eclettive or Ele&ive Mafonry. Many 
Lodges had of their own accord acceded to his federation* 
s Bode introduced its laws into the new Mafonic Ritual . 
It was on feeing thefe laws that the Mafon who beft fore- 
few their confequences exclaims, in the bitternefs of his 
heart: tt Oh, my Brethren ! At what point fhall I be- 
44 gin, or where fhall I end, when I fpcak to you of that 
“ Bode known among the Illuminees by the name of A- 
44 melius ?. J udge, my Brethren, of the important, I would 
44 fay dilaftrous fervices he went to render them; he, who 
44 has been in habits of intimacy with fo many of our 
44 Brethren; he who had taken fo great a lead in moft of 
44 our general. meetings; he, who, under an affeftadon of 
44 good nature and of German uprightnefs, concealed 4 
44 heart replete with the moft heinous impiety, and afran- 
44 tic enthufiafm for Naturalifm; he, again, who had tak- 
44 en offence nt the Brethreu of the Strict Qbfervanct bp- 
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* caufe they had not fatiated his ambition. What an ac- 
u quifition in all refpedts was this man for the Illumi- 
u nees ! — His firft efforts were directed againft us. He 

* a£fed where Knigge could not gain admittance. It was 
44 through his means that the Illuminees gained their as - 
44 tendency in the new fyjiem that was to have been ejia * 
u btijbed at JVillemfbaden\ that they gained admittance 

* into our Directories', and that they fucceeded in f rater - 
u nixing with the greater part of our Brethren of the 
a Strtif Obfervance . His Infinuator Knigge had left him 
44 no alternative but to bring over Free-mafonry to this 

* unfortunate alliance, or to crufh the Brotherhood. To 
44 the aftonilhment and grief of every true Mafon, it was 
44 by the combined efforts of Bode and Knigge, that the 
44 greater part of the Lodges throughout Germany were 
14 tainted andinfe&ed with this baneful Illuminifm.”* 

I often meet with ftmiiar avowals and lamentations m 
the different letters and memorials that I have received 
from German Mafons, heretofore zealous for the honor 
of their Brotherhood, but now lamenting the intrufion of 
the Bavarian peft among them. Some few Lodges, how- 
ever, held out againft it. That of Berlin, called of the 
Three Globes , in 1783, publifhed a circular letter, ana- 
thematizing all Brethren who (hould pretend to degrade 
Free-mafonry fo as to transform it into a fociety of men 
confpiring againft their God and their country. Whe- 
ther this Lodge had not been initiated into the laft myfte- 
ries of the Roficrucians and other conlpiring degrees, or 
whether this anathema was but a (ham, the circular let- 
ter had but little effe£t The intrufion continued, and 
became fo general, that the illuminizing Secft in its in- 
ftru&ions to the Directing Illuminees makes ufe of the 
following formidable expreflions: u Of all the legitimate 
44 Lodges in Germany , there is only one that has not 
14 coalefc:d with our Superiors , and this Lodge has been 
44 obliged to fufpend its labors.”+ 

This cjeclaration does not, imply that the greater num- 
ber of the Brethren were already illuminized, but on) v de- 
notes that the Superiors, whether Majlcrs , Wardens , or 
Treafurers , of almoft every Lodge had entered into the 
federation with Weilhaupt. — But what an awful alpedt 

* Difcoutfe of a Mailer on the ultimate fate of Free-mafonry. 

t Degree of Dire&ing Illurainee, Se&. 5, No. 5, 
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does this fubterraneous power prefent !— A' multitude of 
emiflaries and agents difperfed throughout *he tenebrous 
receflcs of Mafonry. The Superiors once gained over, thO 
Lodges would make but a feeble and fhort refinance. 

The greater part of thefe fucceiTes were to be attribute 
ed to PA/fo-Knigge; neither did he hide thofe pretenftonS 
that could indicate the rival. Weifhaupt could not ^took 
the moft diftant appearance of rivality; new contefts a- 
rofe between the two chiefs. Kniege at length abandoned} 
dr pretended to abandon^ the Order. It does not appeal 
that Weifhaupt fhowed the leaft regret. His power feem* 
ed to be built on foundations that could not be lhaken by 
any ftorm it was no longer confined to a corner of Gcn 
many.* The Danube and the Rhine could no longer 
bound ik In the North and die Eaft he had his emifia- 
ries, in Holland^ Poland, and Livonia, f His apoftles in 
the South had already advanced from Milan to Venice4 
On the Weft he was beginning his attacks on F ranee by 
the way of Stra(bourg.§ But juft at this period was pre- 
paring that ftorm which in the annals of the Se& fhall bt 
called the Third Epoch* 

• That the reader mavfortn t cfeat ated prerife idea of thif 
manner in which thefe different Lodges and llfaminees on theft 
fever al millions correfponded with their chief, I think it right 
to fubjoin the Geographical and Political Chart of the Seft, 
fuch as it was drawn out by Knigge in the Original Writings. 
] know this plate only comprehends Germany, and that with- 
out the Auftrian Provinces, “ becaufe (fays Knigge ) the Bretts 
ren of thofe Provinces have petitioned to have a fepmr ate Nation* 
at Directory But every reader can apply a fiimilar one to 
any other ftate. To complete it, I have added Weifhaupt in 
direct communication with the Areopagites,and the latter with 
the National Directors. — A very flight infpe&ion willfufficetO 
Jhow, how inftru&ions, communications, See. pafs to and from 
the General, down to the Scotch Directories, and from the lat- 
ter to the lowed individual of lliuminifra. 

f Philo’s Berieht. 

X See Juridical Depofitions made at Munich. 

$ Original Writings, Yol. II. Lettet *3, to Cah t sSth Jf a* 
1783. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Third Epoch of Illuminifrtl . 

Difcovery of the Seft. 

I T* was not without reafon that Weifliaupt had exp refs* 
ed his apprehenfions as to the precipitate manner in 
which Knigge had admitted (o many candidates to the 
fnyfteries of the Sedl: on the other hand, Knigge might 
with equal reafon upbraid Weifliaupt with want of pru- 
dence in recommending to the adepts fuch books as thofe 

! )ubli filed under the name of Boulanger; and thus difclo-, 
ing his atheifm previous to the laft mvfteries.* But fuc- 
cefs had fo emboldened Weifliaupt, that he kept no far- 
ther referve on the fcore of religion, even with his Mi- uiumin? 
nerval fcholars; and fo early as the year 178 1, the court ifm furmi- 
of Bavaria entertained (ome fufpicions of this new Sedl. fed. 

It Had even ordered certain inquiries to be made; but the 
Illuminees had art enough to bafHle thefe inquefts.f-~ 

Left, however* any enquiries fliould at any future time Wei- 
take place, Weifliaupt bethought himfelf of making the fhaupt's 
Elector the tutelarly adept of his confpiracies. “ I am of m r ^nN 
Xi opinion (would he write to his Areopagites) that in [^g^ny" 

€i order to itrengthen ourfelves, you fliould fend a depu- procefiu 
M tation to the Eledtor, to offer him the Prote&orate of 
u the Eclectic Lodges. The Brethren Ulyffis , A fpolto , 

<l and fome others of the moft diftinguiflied members, 
even Celfus for inftance, might be deputed for this pur- 
“ pofe. Should the Prince accept it, we (hall be effedku- 
u ally (kreened from any future perfecution, and nobody 
u will then be afraid of joining you* or of frequenting 
your Lodges.”;); 

The reader may eafdy judge how fuch a deputation 
would Iwve been received by the Eledtor, when he is in- 
formed of the manner in which he had formerly received 
* funilar propofition while refiding at Manheim. One of 
his minifters at that time, under a far more plaufible pre- 

# Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. a, from Philo to Cate . 

+ Ibid. Let. 1, from Epifletus . 

I Orig. Writ. Let. 1, to Epiftet*s % 7th Feb. 17SJ. 
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tence, propofed to him to call to his court the moft famous 
Philosophers of the day, and to grant penfions to thefe 
pretended great men, after the example of Lewis XIV, 
who had been the prote&orof the learned men of his age. 
The glory of fuch an undertaking Seemed at firft to flat- 
ter the Prince; but onconfulting men of real learning he 
Soon perceived that fuch a meafure would only end in 
multiplying a Seel equally inimical to their God and 
their country; and Charles Theodore would no longer 
hear of the Prote&orfliip of Philofophifm. This anec- 
dote was fent to me by a perfon who heard it from the 
very minifter that had made the propofition to the Eleftor. 

It is not underftoodhow the court of Munich acquired 
its firft knowledge refpe&ing Illuminifm ; the informa- 
tion it received was not Sufficiently explicit indeed to de- 
scribe the Spirit of the Se<ft, but it gave a general idea of 
the danger of fecret focieties. On the 22d of June 1784, 
His Electoral Highnefs publifhed an Edidt absolutely for- 
bidding all fecret communities, fscieties, and confratcrni* 
ties , other than thofe by law eftablifhed. The unconta- 
initiated Mafons fhut up their Lodges; the I Hum mixed 
Mafons, who had many of their adepts about the court, 
thought themfelves ftrong enough to bid defiance to the 
Edict, and continued their meetings. A work publifhed 
by Mr. Babo, a ProfelTor at Munich, entitled Ihe frjl 
Warning on Free-mafonry , began to difclofe more clearly 
the plans of the new adepts. Soon after the Count J 0- 
S^ph Torring made a more vigorous attack on them. The 
Iliuminees not only wrote apologies in anfwer to thefe 
attacks, but Set many other engines to work, the artifice 
of which cannot be better deferibed than by W eifhaupt’s 
own letters t6 hrs adepts, 

44 Liften for a moment to my advice, (he writes on the 

* 1 8th December, 1784). If any inquiry be Set on foot, 

* I am of opinion that none of the Chiefs fhould fuffer 
44 themfelves to be led into the detail and particulars of 

* the Older ; and they muft pofitively declare, that no 
44 power on earth fhould force them to make any difeove- 
44 ries excepting to the Ele<ftor perfonally: the two de- 
a gras of the higher myfteries fhould then be Submitted 
44 to him. At leaft fuch fhall be the line of conduct which 
41 I will hold, if ever I am called upon. You will then 
44 lee what a happy turn our affairs will take. You have 
44 read wbat Brother D . . . thought of the firft degree. 
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€< I am certain the EleCtor will view it in the Cone light. 
u I place all my hopes in the goodnefs of my caufe. Bold- 
44 ly and without the leaft apprebeniion, I can declare be- 
44 forehand, that if I am to fall it {hall be in an honorable 
44 manner, though it were to coft me my head. Deport 
44 yourfelves in tbe lame manner, and inftil courage into 
44 the others. This is an admirable opportunity of {hew- 
44 ing your magnanimity; do not let it pafs by without 
44 avail. I have mentioned my plan for the EleCtor to Bro- 
44 ther Cromwell , and he augurs fortunately from it: — but 
44 he very well knows that iuch a mealure will only be 
44 reforted to in the laft extremity.’' 

What an extraordinary, mode of defence mu ft this ap- 
pear to thofe who do not know that thefe two degrees 
which he intended to (how to the Elector were the cor- 
rected ones, I’uch as he had prepared for Princes and cer- 
tain other candidates who would have been difgufted with 
them in their real ftate. Sometimes the whole of that 
part relating to the myfteries, and the difeourfes of the 
Hierophants, were retrenched, and nothing but the idle 
ceremonial prefefved. A fecond letter of Weilhaupt’s to. 
his Areopagites dated the 2d February 1785, will more 
clearly explain the whole of this artifice. iC My Brethren 
44 (he fays), the ftep you are going to take is proper, and 
44 fuch as the circumftances require. . The Memorial of 
44 our Menclaus (Werner, Counfellor ^t Munich) is 
44 very fine and very judicious. I only wilh you to add, 
44 that you will fhow your degrees to nobody but to thq 
44 EleCior; and thofe that may be fubmitted tohisinfpec- 
44 1 ion are— ift, The: Novice^ 2dly, The Minerval\ 
u The Minor Illumines . [Nota benefit the words 
44 dummjler monch (ftupid monk) are to be changed into 
44 dummjler menjeh (ftupid men]. 4thly, The Major II- 
44 luminee entire, except thefe words, which you will ef- 
44 face; the Priejls and bad Princes are in our way . 
44 5thly, The Directing Illumines but in this degree 
44 you will only (how the ceremonial of the reception, and 
44 my difeourfe ; not a word of the reft. 6thly, The de- 
44 gree of Prieft or Epopt-, here you will only Jhow our 
44 inftruftions that relate to fciences ; and you will care- 
44 Julty read thofe over , left any allufton or reference to the 
44 reft fbould fubfift. 

44 As all the packets for Ephefus (Ingolftadt) are open~ 
* ed, I plainly fee that I am tbe perl'ou at whom they aim. 
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44 To-morrow I will write to Alfred (the minifter Seijfc 
44 fheim) j and that letter will inform the court before* 
44 hand how I mean to behave on this occafion, Openly 
44 declare to the Elector, that the Order is a produce of 
w his ownjlatesy and that / am the author of it. Then 
44 the whole affair will turn upon me ; but i am much 
44 mi (taken if they will proceed to a perfonal inqueft unnl 
u they have further proofs, which can only be acquired 
44 by opening the letteis. Show yourfelves, great, firm, 
44 and undaunted. My conduit will prove to you whet l 
44 can be. In the inftru&ion for the degree of Epopt take 
u great care of that part that relates to Hiftory \ leave 
44 nothing that can lead to the difeovery of the theft com - 
44 mitted on the Archives 

- All this artifice, however, proved ufelefs. The court 
had acquired fufficient proofs to take Tuch fteps againft 
the hero of the Se£t as prudence might require. A few 
days after he had written thefe inftru&ions to his Areoi 
pagites, he was difnliffed from his chair, of Profeflor of 
Laws in the Univerfity of Ingolftadt; only, however, 
as a famous Majier oj Lodges , and as difobedient to the 
Edi& fqppreffing all fecret focieties. The myfteries of 
his Lodge had not yet tranfpired ; it was only known, 
that feveral members of his llluminiim, difgufted with 
his do&rtnes or his plans, had abandoned his Lodges as 
early as 1783. Among others were to be found Co- 
IAndey a Prieft, and the Abb£ Renner, both of them 
Profeflbrs of the Litter ee humaniorts at Munich. But 
great as might be the horror which they had conceived 
of what they had feen of the Se& without having attain- 
ed the grand myfteries, it does not appear that they had 
as yet taken any fteps againft it ; at leaft they had not 
given fiich details as might direct the arm of the law. On 
the 30th March 1785, however, they received a fummons 
from His Eledoral Highnefs, ana from the Bifhop of 
F reyfinguen,to appear before the T ribunal of the Ordw-r 
ry,and there to declare whatever they might have oWerv- 
ed in the Se&of Illuminees contrary to religion and good 
morals. Nobody, even then, had the leaft idea that the 
confpiracy was pointedly directed againft the government/ 
MefTrs. Cofandey and Renner made their depofidons y 
the one on the 3d the other on the 7 th of April follow- 
ing. I muft give extra&s from both, though perfectly 
agreeing with each other. That made by Mr, Cofandey 
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$3 more ample on the principles of the Illuminees, while 
^lr. Renner defcends more partfcularly into their confti- 
tution and the education of their pupils. I (hall therefore 
begin by an extract from the latter; and then revert tQ 
that made by Mr. Cofandey. 

Jaridifal Depofttion made by the BrofcJJhr Renner on 
the Illuminees . 

After having ftated the orders he had received to ap- 
pear before the Tribunal, and the fubjedfc on which he 
was to give evidence, Mr. Renner begins by declaring 
that 

44 The Order of the Illuminees mud be diftinguifhed 
* 4 from that of the Free-mafons. But this diftin&ion is a 
f 4 fecret to mere Mafons, as well as to Illuminees of the 
<l Minerval degree. I was myfelf in the dark refpedling 
? 4 it, until, after a long trial, they thought proper to ad- 
f 4 vance me to the degree of Minor llluminee , the firil 
44 degree in which they take the name of llluminee . i 
^ was even conftituted Superior over a fmall number of 

* the Brethren.” 

Here the deponent, who thought he was to become a 
Mafon on his firft entrance into the Se&, learns that he 
js not yet one; and tells us, that many of the Brethren 
had complained heavily that they had not been admit- 
ted as yet to the Intermediary Degrees . He himfelf 
js admitted tp them, and does not find them fatisfa&o- 
ry : but he adds, 44 The advantage I reaped from them 
* 4 was, that I discovered the benefits which the Order der 
44 rived from Free-mafonry. The Illuminees fear no- 
44 thing fo much as to be known under that name. They 
^ aliume the cloak of Mafonry, only bcc^ufe they believe 
44 themfelves more fecure when malted under the appearr 
44 ance of an aflbeiation that is looked upon as inlignifir 

* cant.— The Mafonic Lodges, according to their ex- 
fc preflion, only contain the drofs of the people (der trofp 
** von leuten) or the bulk of the army, among whorp a 
^ few perfons rpay be found, that may look upon tl#em- 
44 felves as very happy, after long and fevere triaja, to be 
* 4 fecretly admitted into the fan&uary of the Order. AU 
* 4 the other F ree-mafpns, Apprentices, F ello\y-crafts, and 
f 4 Mafons, are to content themfelves with idle ceremox 

hies, apd rpmaip lender the yoke, either becaufe $hejf 

T 

r 
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* eyes are not ftrong enough to bear the light, or becaufe 
44 their love for the Order, and their fecrecy,twoeflentiat 
44 requisites in every adept, cannot be fufficientty depend* 
44 ed on. When once they are condemned to Knger in 
44 obfcurity, they can never have hopes of rifing to the 
44 my Series ; and this is expreffed by the foperiors in the 
44 following fentencc, Ex inferno null a tjl Redemeptia. 

44 Meantime thefe Mafoos, without knowing it, are 

* under the direftion of the Illuminees, who reap great 
44 advantages from their reputation and their riches— 
u Thefe men (fay the Superiors) are fufSciently recoin* 
44 penfed by being admitted to converfe with the adepts of 
44 light, and to learn enough from fuch conversations to 
44 appear enlighted to the prophane- 

44 The IHuminees, who at lirft only ihow themfelves 
44 under the appearance of a literary fociety, gave them* 
14 felves the following conftitution; Their Order »s fob- 
44 divided into different daffes, called degrees , becaufe the 
44 light expands itfclf according to thefe daffes.— Thefirft 
44 degree is a fort of Noviciate, though every perfon re- 
44 ported as infinuatedy and recommended by fome mem* 
44 ber of the Order as worthy of being admitted, muft 
44 have been prepared and mftrufted to a certain point by 
44 his Inlinuator or Recruiter* It is a con ft ant rule in the 
44 Order, that every Candidate fhould undergo a year’s 
44 trial, that his innnuator may obferve him accurately, 
44 according to the regulations of the Order, and io aJ 
44 bus Licet draw an exaft pifture of his perfon, his eba- 
44 rafter, his talents, and his conduft. If the Candidate 
41 is judged to be worthy, he is admitted into the daft of 
44 Preparations .— In my time there were two of this na- 
14 ture, called Churches . Each was direfted by four men, 
\ 44 forming what was called the Magiftracy. They were 

\ 44 the Superior, the Cenfor , the Treasurer, and the Secre- 

41 tary\ and all thefe were adepts of higher degrees— 
44 We held at leaft one meeting every month, at which 
* 4 all the members of the feme Church were to attend, to 
44 ^ive their Superiors a fcaled letter direfted Justus Li - 
44 CCty Soli , or Primo, containing an exaft ftatement of the 
44 conduft, difeourfe, &c. of thofe whom they had objervei 
44 during the month, 

44 No member is difpenfed from thefe §>uibus LtaU % 
44 which afeend from Degree to Degree, and areonly open- 
44 cd by thofe who have a right to read them* The othef 
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u occupations of the meeting were/after (bme ceremonies, 
44 to read the ftatutes, a few paffages from the ancient Phi- 
44 lofophers, and a difcourfe on various fubje&s, compofed 
41 by the different members in rotation. As tbe Brethren 
44 in general do not like religion, the greater liberty the 
" writer ufes on that fubjcd, he is the more applauded, 

(< and acquires a higher reputation of being enlightened# 
44 Sometimes, however, the presence of certain brethren, 
44 cither feeble as jt t, or not to be entirely depended upon, 
44 cauie the Superiors at fuch le#ures to give figns of ap- 
44 parent difiatisfafition. It would be a violent breach of 
44 their policy to give way to intemperate language, and 
44 to expreft the principles of the Order too openly, as 
44 each member might look upon fuch talk as a part of 
44 their fyftenv 

“ To avoid fufpicion, and to attain their ends morecer* 
44 tainly, they hold weekly meetings, whence all ceremony 
44 and couftraint is dUcarded. Here the pupils hold dis- 
44 putatioas among themfelves on all forts of fubje£ts. It 
44 is on thefe occasions that the fuperiors, and thofe who 
-* have imbibed the true principles of the Order, fneer at 
44 what they call ReKginu Prejudices} tor in their 1an>- 
41 guage every thing that can obit ruci their views are f>r*~ 
It is then that by means of die moft feducing 
44 fobterfuges they reprefent their principles in fuch poign- 
44 ant language^ that the moft timid, encouraged by their 
44 example, and purified from all drofs and religious pre- 
44 jud ice, become perfeflly like tbe reft. He that can 
44 withftand fuch artifice is a man loft in the eyes of the 
44 Order. 

44 That which made the greateft impreftion on me, a- 
44 mong the Illuminees, was certainly their method of 
44 binding down their adepts and fubduing their minds. — 
44 They extoll the greatnefs and power of the Order; they 
44 fpeak of its dignity wfth the utmoft refpe& ; they ftun 
44 you with the moft magnificent promifes, and allure you 
44 of the protection of great j>erfonages ready to do every 
44 thing for the advancement of its members at the re- 
44 commendation of the Order; till at length each pupil 
44 really confiders, or appears to confider, the intereft of 
41 Iliuminifin as his own, and views all the proportions 
44 and orders he receives from his fuperiors as duties which 
41 he has to fulfill. Should a pupil under this idea have 
44 the misfortune to declare, in a Quibus Licet , a Primo , 
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bra Soli, fome mifconduft of*his otom, or fome fecrel 
44 that he has been entrufted with Or that he has extorted 
44 from any body* the unhappy confident is loft to 
* felf, for he thenceforth belongs wholly to the fieft--* 
44 When once they have thus tied him down, they affume 
44 a very different tone with him. They care very little 
44 about him ; 4 He may abandon tis ( they fay )* we ftand in 
44 no farther need of him/ — I do not think that any one ha^ 
44 yet dared or will ever date to fhow the leaft drtcontent* 
44 much lefs a defire to quit the Order; efpecrallyif he 
44 reflects on the dictatorial threat, It Jhall be in vain for 
u any prince to pretend to fave him who /hall dari'io be - 
44 tray au* 

44 They feled their pupih with great caution* and only 
44 entice into their Order thofe whom they think can be 
44 ufeful to the attainment of their ends. Statefmen, per- 
44 Tons diftinguifhed by rank or fortune, archivifts* coun- 
44 fellors, fecretaries, cjerks, profeffors; abbes, preceptors, 
44 phyficians, and apothecaries, are always welcome candi- 
44 dates to the Order. 

44 The degree of Major Illuminee is, if I may make ufe 
44 of fuch an expreflion, a fchool in which the candidate is 
44 trained like a true Bloodhound ” f 

Here the deponent relates their method of watching 
their adepts, and of deferibing both them and the pro- 
phatie. He alfo mentions fome few of the thoufand or 
fifteen hundred. queftions that are ro be anfwered on the 
chara&er, the habits, &c. of any perfbn whom an adept is 
ordered to ferutinize. He then continues! 

44 This method of enlightening the pupils always goes 
44 on increafing in every degree. A brother may know 
44 thofe bf his clafs and thofe of an inferior oriej but, un- 
44 lefs his Superiors have conferred on him the commiffion 
44 ol Director, V ifitor, or Spy, all other adepts are, in their 
44 language, inviftble to him. This, without doubt, is the 
44 point that conftitutes the great ftrength of the Order. 
44 The chiefs, by this method, watch an inferior without bc- 
44 ing known j they know how far he is devoted to the Or- 
44 der and true to his (ecrecy; and a point of ftill greater 
44 importance is, that in cafe of any explofion, (of which 
44 they have been long apprehenfive),and on all occafionS, 

* Kein Fiirft Kann den fchiitzen der uns verraxh. 

f Wie die wahren fpiirbunde abgeiichtct werden. 
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^ they can fuoport the brethren without any one enter* 
taining the lead fufpicion of their being conne&ed with 
the fyitem, fince they are unknown even to the Bre- 
thren, and of courfe to the prophane. 

There are men % and they may be eajily difcerfiedy who 
€C defend the Order (of Illuminifm) with great warmth , 
< c though they do not declare th emf elves to belong to it • 
“ Suqh conduct certainly deferves a little animadverfioiu 
Either thefe defenders belong to the Order, or they do 
<c not j if they do not, can they pretend to defend that 
? c which they neither know nor have any pofJibility of 
« c knowing. If they belong to the Order, that very cir- 
cumftance renders them unworthy of belief, though they 
Ihould adduce as proofs fome few works thrown out to 
tc baffle any attempt to inveftigate the plan of the Order, 
< c or /houlJ proteft on their words of honor when they 
cc fpeak lb highly in its praife. When a perfon comes fe- 
« rioufly to confider the impoffibility of knowing any 
<c thing of Illuminifm but by being a member of it, and 
‘ <c when we compare the many advantages derived from 
u their invifebility \ if we fhouid be tempted to draw 
w any conclul&ons on thefe defenders, we might (and that 
a withoutreafoning ill) fuppofe they belonged themfelves 
cc to the Order, and to that particular fpecies of adepts 
which the Illuminees term invifeble 
After having thus given as much of the general plan 
of the Illuminees as he could know without having been 
admitted to the higher degrees, the Deponent comes to the 
principles which the Superiors vvifli to inculcate in their 
pupils; and in the firft place he mentions the following, 
of which they have made a fort of proverb : 

* Und zwar von iener art der verfchwundenen, wie man fie 
in der ordens fprache nennt. — Were I to requeft certain En- 
glifh reviewers, and particularly Dr- Griffiths, or his afliflants 
in the Monthly Review, to read and weigh this obfervation of 
the German deponant, thole gentlemen might perhaps with to 
retort it on me; but let them recoiled, that when men who 
have aflbciated with robbers are feen *d depofe againft them, 
or when the writings of confpirators are produced in evidence, 
a perfon may eafily prove their criminality without being an 
accomplice. But you, Gentlemen, who were not with them, 
yet pretend to prove their innocence, will your afTertion inva- 
lidate the evidence of eye and ear witneffes ? — If you are of 
their party, all that can be concluded from your denials is, 
that you are ftill very faithful and much devoted to them, fince 
in their defence you refill the demonftration of evidence. 
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Tout let Rou et tout let Pretres 
Soot dcs t ripout et des traitres.* 

With regard to Suicide, the Superiors preach it to their 
brethren to prepare them for more tempejfuous times 
44 They have the art of reprefen ting fuicide as fo ea(y, and 
44 fo advantageous in certain circumftances,that I mould 
44 not be furprized (fays Mr. Renner) to fee fome adept 
44 carried away by the lure of a certain voluptuoufnefs which 
M they pretend to be peculiar to filicide* and they even 
44 pretend to prove their afTertions by examples. 

44 But of all their deteftable principles the moft danger- 
w ous in my judgment is this : The end jufiifies the means. 
44 In confluence of this morality, and according t x o 
** THEIR CONSTANT practice, the mere fufpicion that 
44 a man will at any future period be in a pofition to ob- 
44 ftruft the views of the Order will be a fufficient reafon 
44 to calumniate him, however virtuous he may be. They 
44 will cabal to drive one man out of his place ; they wifi 
44 poifon another j a third they will aflaffinate* in ihort, 
44 they will do any thing to attain their ends. Suppofe the 
44 crime of the llluminee (hould be difeovered, he always 
44 has the Patet-exitus as a refource. It is only a ball 
44 through the head , and lie efcapes the rigor and ignomi- 
44 ny of the law.*’ 

Mr. Renner next alludes to what the Seft Calls its Mo • 
ral Government or CommiJJion of Morals , or its FifcaL 
44 This commiflion is a college formed of the moft able 
44 and honeft men, that is in their language, of men chiefly 
44 belonging to the clafs of Invifthles , and who, enjoying 
44 the confidence of the fovereign, would, according to the 
44 vices of their commiffion, inform him of the morals 
44 and honefty of each of his fubjedts; but as probity is 
44 neccflary to fulfil the divers ftations of the ftate, each 
44 pGifon (hould be prepared beforehand for the office he 
44 is to occupy. An admirable plan ! But (hould they ever 
44 accomplifli it, (hould their rule ever be adopted, what 
44 would become of ^11 thofe men who did not belong to 
ct Uluminifin ? Happily, the plan is dilcovered in time ; 
44 otherwiie they might have verified what a Superior juft 
44 returned from viliting a Superior of a higher degree 
44 had foretold ; All the Pojls once properly filled in fuc* 

# All kings anil all priefts are rafeals and traitors. 
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u cejfori to each other ^Jkould the Order be eompofed of but 
44 fix hundred members^ no power on earth could refijl 
44 them ” 

Mr. Renner finifhes by declaring, that he is unacquaint- 
ed with the ultimate objeft of the Order 5 that the Supe- 
riors were perpetually talking of that objeft, but never 
mentioned what it was. He believes it to be of the ut- 
mod confequence $ but he leaves every one free to con- 
ceive, after what he has faid, how that obje& can accord 
with the civil and religious duties. He affirms on oath 
the particulars contained in the above declaration, and 
which he leaves written and figned by his own hand. 

Ju ridical Depofttions ofM r. C o s a n d e y, %d Aprils 1 7 85. 

My reafon for placing Mr. Renner’s depoiition firft, 
was, becaufe he is more explicit on the government of 
Illuroinifm; while Mr. Co fandey chiefly dwells on the 
principles of the Seel. After having (hown in a few 
words how Free-mafoury ferves as a cloak to the Se&, 
how the candidate is gradually fettered' in the bonds of the 
Superiors, and how dangerous muft be afervitude to men 
who from principle wim to appear idlers though in the 
molt a&ive purfuits; he proceeds with the unfortunate 
Minerval to the degrees of Minor and Major Illumine e. 

44 It is here ((ays he) that the pupil is a little further ini- 
44 dated into the fyftems of the Order. Light, however, 

44 is imparted to him but flowly, and with all poflible pre- 
44 cautions. He is here made acquainted with a greater 
44 number of Adepts and Under-Superiors; but the Chiefii 
44 always remain invijible . 

44 In order to be advanced to the higher degrees the 
44 candidate muft, in the language of the Se&, have got rid 
44 of all religious prejudices, or at leaft he muft aflume 
44 the appearance of one who has fo done in the prefence 
44 of his Superiors ; as no religienxjt (fuch is their expres- 
44 fion) can be admitted to the higher degrees.* 

44 The moft excellent Superiors are the perfbns that 
44 give the ton in all thefe degrees. Their orders, therr 
44 maxims, their opinions, their do&rines,arc the foul, the 
44 ftandard, the fpirit, the main fpring of this iaftitution# 

* Dann kein Religiondr (es ift ihr aufdruck) wird’radieho* 
here grad auf genommen. 
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Q The lower clafs of Superiors and Chiefs, arc cunning* 
44 knaves, and black and fyftematic villains, or fometime* 
44 milled enthufiafts, fpurred on and abominably deluded 
44 by the others. As a proof, 1 will relate fome of their 
44 principles in the form of proverbs, which arc never giv- 
44 en in writing, but are perpetually inculcated in the adepts 
44 by thefe Superiors. 

44 1. When nature lays too heavy a burthen upon us 9 
44 it is to fuicide that we are to apply for relief Pat tr 
44 Ex it us, An llluminee, they would tell us, (houM 
44 make away with himfelf rather than, betray his Order \ 
<c and they alfo reprefent a ferret ygiuptuauhiefs to be in-f 
44 herent to fuicide. 

44 II. Nothing through reafon 9 every thing through 
44 fttjf 10 * 1 '* * s their fecond maxim. The end, the propa- 
4< gatton, and the advantage of their Order, fupplies in the 
v- 44 minds of the adepts the place of Gocj, country, and con- 

44 fcience. Every thing that obftru&s the progrefs of the 
44 Order is the blackeft treafon. 

44 III. The end fatiftifies the means. Thus calumny, 
44 poifon, aflaffination, treafon, revolt, wickednefs, and any 
44 thing that can lead to this end, is laudable. 

44 IV, No Prince can fave the man who dares to betray 
44 us. Things then are carried on in this Order that are 
44 adverfe to the interefts of Princes; things that from 
44 their importance might be difeovered to Princes; fuch 
44 a difeovery (in the language of the Seel) would be the 
44 blackeft treafon ; and the traitor is beforehand threaten-' 
44 ed with vengeance, They muft alfo have means of de-r 
44 ftroying theij accufers with impunity; and fuch means 
44 are eafily furmifed. 

44 V. All Kings and all Priejls are rafeals and trair 
44 tors ; and in another place, All Priejls are knaves ? 
44 The total annihilation of religion, of the love of the 
44 country, and of princes, enters into the plans of the 11- 
44 luminees ; becaufe (fay they) religion as well as love of 
44 the country, and of princes, reft rains the affe&ions of 
44 men to particular Hates, and diverts them from the more 
44 extenfive views of lllumimfm, 1 

44 Among their plans I obferved one which they called 
44 their moral Empire or Government. This government, 
44 which would throw the whole force of every ftate into 
44 the hands of their college or council of llluininifm, woi^d, 
44 without any appeal to the prince > name to all promo? 
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•» tions, and grant or refiife all the favors of the (late.-* 
c< By thefe means they would be entrufted with the abfo- 
u lute right of definitively pronouncing on the honefty or 
fC the capability of each individual. By thefe means too 
all the prophane would be difcarded from the court and 
other employments ; and, to ufe their expreflion, a holy 
a legion would furround the prince, mafter him, and dic- 
tate his edifts according to their own will and pjeafure. 
u This Regimen or Moral College, alfo called the Com- 
a million of Morals, or the Fifcal (being a fortofexche- 
** quer chamber for the government of the people), would 
** inveft the Seft with a moft formidable defpotic power 
K over the four quarters of the globe, and would reduce 
^ fovereigns tq the defpicable Rate of mere phantoms, or 
w of crowned Haves. 1 * 

This College, or Moral Regimen , will occur again in 
another juridical depofidon; and I will then explain how 
it ferved to veil the future p/*ojefts of the Seft for the 
diforganization and abfolutedeftruftion of all fociety what*- 
ever. Mr» Cofandev concludes with faying that he is rea- 
dy to affirm on oath the truth of all that is contained in 
the above declaration. 

Thefe depofitions, notwithftanding their importance, 
feemed to make but little impreffion. Whether the tri- 
bunals were befet by, or in great part compofed of Iljur 
nrinees, or not, I cannot know; but they affeftedto treat 
thefe declarations as containing nothing either very feri- 
ous or mehacing; or whether the removal of Weiihaupt 
had made them view the Seft as deftroyed, and the con- 
fpiracy as counte rafted, I do not pretend to fay; but cer- 
tain it is, that at length Heaven by its thunderbolts warns 
nations and their riders of the plots contriving againft 
them, of the extent of which plots they were ignorant; 
neither had they furmifed the baneful aftivity of the con- 
fpirators. Difmifled from his public funftions at Ingol- 
ftadt, Weiihaupt had taken refuge at Ratifopn, This Wei. 
town becomes his new Eleujis , lus center of myfteries; ^aupt 
all his plots had followed him thither j and fo far was he plotjT 
from looking upon them as baffied, that he purfued them at R at i9* 
with redoubled ardor. Vengeance had rendered him more bon. 
terrible from the receffes of his new retreat; and now en- 
tirely liberated from all public duties, he gives up his 
whole time to the preparation and drilling of emiffaries, 
fo teaching them the* means of lapping, when on thejf 
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different millions, the foundations of the altar and the 
throne, of civil fociety, and of all governments whatever. 
An adept Among his adepts was one Lanz, an apoftate prieft. 
(truck Weifhaupt defigned him as the perlon to carry his mys- 
wilh teries and cunfpiracies into Sileiia. His miflioa was al- 
iten- ready fixed, and Weifiiaupc was giving him his laft in- 
k * ftruXions, when a thunderbolt from heaven ftruck the 
apoftate dead, and that by the fide of Weijhaupt.* The 
Brethren, in their firft fright had not recourfe to their or- 
dinary means for diverting the papers of the deceafed adept 
from the infpcction of the magiftrates. The perufa! of 
fome of his papers furni(hed new proofs; and being trans- 
mitted to the court of Bavaria, induced it to take the de- 
termination of following up the difcoveries made in the 
depofitions of Meflrs. Cofandev and Renner. 

The enquiries made, chiefly related to thofe who were 
known to have had connexions with Weifhaupt at Jngol- 
ftadt. The adept F ischer, firft judge and Burgownas- 
ter of that town, and the Librarian Drexl, were banilh-* 
ed. The Baron Frauenbrrg and fifteen other of Wei* 
(haupt’s pupils were expelled the univerfity. But nei- 
ther their punifhment, nor the circumftance of the adept 
being ftruck by lightning, could raife any fymptoms of 
retnorfe in the mind of their mafter. The following let-, 
ter to Fifcher may ferve as a fpecimen of the manner in 
>vhich he wifhed to fupport their courage, ftimulate their 
enthufiafm, and infufe all the rage and vengeance of his 
plots into their /niuds. 

4C I falute youy my dear martyr it is thus he begins 
his letter. He then reminds his pretended martyr of that 
pafiage in Seneca where the juft man ftruggling with ad- 
verfity is reprefented as the light molt worthy of Heaven; 
He then continues : w Am 1 to congratulate you, or am 
41 1 to condole with you on your misfortunes? I know 
44 you too well to indulge in the latter fentiment — Receive 
44 then my molt fincere congratulations on feeing you 
44 among thofe to whom pofterity will render juftice, and 
44 whofe conftancy in the defence of truth it cannot fail 
€4 to admire — You are triply and quadruply more dear to 
44 me, now that you (hare my fate and that of fo many 
44 other magnanimous perfons. I leave it to your pro* 

11 aence to decide whether you will commence a profecu* 

* See the Apology of the lliuminees* P. 6s, 
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u ti6n againft thofe who have been guilty of fuch abomi- 
u nable injuftice againft you; or whether Submitting to 
u your exile without murmur or complaint, you will wait 
44 for better times. You fhall not want; I and the Brc- 
thren will provide for your expenfes. The public papers 
44 alfo Jhall reprefent the whole of this bufinefs in its pro- 
sper light . Drexl in the mean time will retire to Brunn. 
44 L,et the laughers laugh 9 and our enemies rejoice . Their 
44 joy ere long Jhall be converted into tears . Look upon 
w y our f elf as happy to fujfer with the better part of the 
44 nation . If I have the power of giving my benedi&ion 
44 to any. body, I give you mine with both my hands. — * 
4< O be thou blejfed) mojl worthy and conjlant of my 
44 Heroes- ... I am forry that all this has happened juft 
44 at the time when I am Setting out for the banks of the 
44 Rhine. I depart next month and fhall not return till a 
44 few months hence. In the mean time / foall not be idle\ 
44 and it is not without a reafon that I go to that country . 
44 Acquaint the Brethren of iu Be always firm andcon- 
44 ftaut. No dilhonor can attach to you ; continue as you 
44 have begun, and your very enemies will be obliged to 
44 admire you. Adieu, learn to appreciate and fefcl your 
44 own greatnefs. Your enemies s.re little indeed in their 
44 triumph.— (Ratijlon this qtb April 1785J. 

44 i*. S. If you want money I will have proper mea- 
44 fures taken at Munich to Supply you.” 

This letter was either intercepted or fell into the Elec- 
tor’s hands by fomc other means;* and he there f.tw how 
dangerous a man this ttiuft be who could thus infufe his 
enthufiafm into the rtiinds of his Conlpirators. A Secret 
commiffion was named to receive further depofitions.— 
The aulic counfellor Utz$chnj eider and Mr. Grun 
rercer of the Academy of Sciences, who were known to 
have abandoned the Order of the Uluminees about two 

¥ ars before, were Summoned to make their depofitions. 

he Pried Cofandey was called upon once more. The 
declaration made in common by thefe three Gentlemen 
will recall to the minds of the readers many of the parti- 
culars already dated in the foregoing declarations, and in 
the Code of the Uluminees, with refpe& to the means em- 
ployed by the Sect, for making thcmiclvcs matters of the 
Malonic Lodges; for appropriating to themielves their 

* See Original Writings, Vol. II. laft .Letter and Note. 
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funds, to provide for the eJcpenfe of their travellers; attd 
for multiplying the number of their adepts.— The lame 
method for the ferutators is obfervable, the fame oaths, al- 
manacks, and cypher for the firft degrees* The depo- 
nents had abandoned the Order before they were admitted 
to the higher degrees. The principles that had been laid 
down to them are on that account the more remarkable* 

I fhal), therefore, tranflate that part of their evidence as 
being of the utmoft confequence* Some perfons may be 
of opinion, that to have limply ftated die perfect coinci- 
dence of this new declaration with thofe already feen 
would have fufficed; but they (hould confider tha* repe- 
titions of objects of fuch importance may be infilled on 
by many readers, becaufe the proofs are ftrengthened by' 
the number, the character* and concordance of the wit* 
hefles* 

The 'Juridical bepofttton made in common by the Aulie 
% Counjdlor Utzschneider, the Priejl Cosandey, 

and the Academician GruNBERGER, fin the ()th of 

Sept. 1785. 

44 The object of the Srft degrees of Illuminifm is at, 
44 once to train their young men, and to be informed of 
44 every thing that is going forward by a fyftem of efpion- 
44 age.* The Superiors aim at procuring from their in- 
44 feriors diplomatic ails, documents, and original wri* 
u tings. With pleafure they fee them commit any trea* 
44 foils or treacherous a&s, becaufe th^y not only turn the 
44 fecrets betrayed to their own advantage, but thereby 
4< have it in their power to keep the traitors in a perpetual 
4t dread, left, if they ever fhowed any iigns of ftubborn- 
41 nefs, their malda&ions (hould be prude known. — Ode- 
44 rint dum metuant , let them hate, provided they fear, is 
44 the principle of their government. 

44 l iie Iliuminees from thefe £rft degrees are educated 
44 in the following principles: 

1 . 44 The Illuminee who vvilhes to rife to the higheft 
14 degrees mull be free from ail religion jf for a religionif 


* Und zn gliech zur aulkundfchaftung aller fachen. 

t Der Illuminat, der in die hohern grade koromen will, maft 
vou aller religion Ircy feyn. 
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u (as they call every man who has any religion) will tie* 
44 ver be admitted to the higheft degrees. 

II. The Patit Exit us , or the do&rine on Suicide, is 
exprefled in the fame terms as in the preceding depofition* 

III. 44 The end fanftifies the means . The welfare of 
44 the Order will be a j unification for calumnies, poifon* 
44 ings, affaffinations, perjuries, treafons, rebellions; in 
44 Abort, for all that the prejudices of men lead them to 
44 call crimes. 

IV. tt One muft be more fubmiffive to the Superior* 
<c of Illuminifm, than to the fovereigns or magiftrates who 
44 govern the people ; and he that gives the preference to 
44 fovereigns or governors of the people is ufelefs to us.* 
44 Honor, life, and fortune, all are to be fecrificed to the 
14 Superiors. The governors of nations are defpots when 
44 they are not directed by us. They can have no autho- 
44 rity over us, who are free men.”f 

The Marquis of Conftanza ufed to fey, 44 that there 
44 ought to be but two Princes in Germany — Thefc Prin«* 
44 ces (hould be illuminees, and fo furrounded and led by 
44 our adepts, that none of the prophane could approach 
44 their perfons. The greater and lefierjoffices of the ftate 
44 (hould be folely entrufted to members of our Order; 
44 and the advantages of the Order (hould be attended to, 
44 tho* in direct oppofition to the interefts of the Prince. J 
44 Sovereigns (hould alfo pafs through the lower degrees 
44 of the Order, and they (hould only be admitted to the 
44 higher degrees when they properly apprehend the holy 
44 detigns of the Order— which are no other than to deli— 
44 ver the people from the bondage of their Princes, No- 
14 bles, and Priefts; to eftablilh an equality of Rations and 
44 of religion; and to render men both free and happy.— * 
44 Should we ever have fix hundred Illuminees in Bavaria, 
44 nothing could refill us.” 

I promifed to make a few reflexions on this article; 
and to thofe perfons I addrefs them, who would immedi- 
ately lay hold of it to prove that the Illuminees, (o far from 
wilhing to annihilate every government and civil fociety 
itfelf, had no other view than to re-unite Germany under 

# # Vollte jemand den Regenten mehr anhangen, (o taught er 
■icht fur uns. 

I Sie habenkein Recht iiber uns freye Menfchen. 

Alles was das befte des Ordens befordert, mufs man thtm, 
Wcnn es gleich dem be flea der Regenten zu wider lauft. 
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one and the fame government.* Moft undoubtedly fuch 
views were held out to the deponents in their lower clafo- 
cs v but let it be remembered, that none of them had been 
admitted to the higher myfteries. It is in the degree of 
Epopt that the defigns of the Order for the total deftnic- 
tion of Civil Society are manifefted There the illumi- 
tiizing Hierophant no longer lays, that Germany ought 
to.be under the government of one Prince; but he feys 
THAT NATIONS AND PRINCES SHALL DISAPPEAR 
MOM the Pace of the EARTH; that every father 
Jhall , like Abraham , be at once the prieji and Jove reign 
of his family, and reason Jhall be the foie CodeofAtan. 
The Hierophant there declares, that secret societies 
are the agents that are to produce this revolution, and 
that it is one of the grand fecrets of llluminifm* There, 
in (hort, is clearly to be leen the plan of bringing men 
back to the pretended Patriarchal nomade and javage 
life; and it is even exprekly afferted, that the original 
caufe of the fall of man was their re-union in civil fociety! 
The depofitions, therefore, of Meffrs. Utzfchneider, Co- 
fandey, and Griinberger, are perfe&ly correct fo far as 
they relate to their degrees ; for fuch was the do&rine 
taught in the degrees of Major and Minor Jllumince.-— 
Another remark may alfo be true, that as a preparatory 
ftep the Illuminees only leek to dcftroy all the lefler pow- 
ers in order to form one or two great Hates in Germany ; 
but that will not change the fate decreed in the higher 
myfteries for thefe greater Princes of the German nation, 
or for all Princes and nations in general. This fingle Po- 
tentate will then (hare the fame fate as Religion* We 
have heard them talk of reducing the world to the unity 
of Religion, as well as to the unity or equality o f fictions* 
But has not the Sedt already declared, that in order to be 
admitted to the laft fecret one muft begin by getting rid 
of all Religion f This plan, therefore, for reducing Gcr* 

* This is precifely what has been lately attempted to divert 
the eyes of ihe public from their monftrous and Amifocial plots; 
and even in England this plea has been let up, in hopes of in- 
validating the i >i oofs adduced in fuch Memoirs. 1 know not 
who is the invijthle writer of thel'e paragraphs ; but though e* 
ven the Sieur boef:iger himfelf, famous among the German IJ- 
lummees, were the author of them, I fbould iittle fear his ar«* 

S uiucnts. Let my readers compare his proofs with miotc I 
k no mor«. 
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many under the dominion of one Prince, is evideotly no- 
thing more than a preliminary ftep, in like manner as 
iheir plan of fubje&ing Princes to the government of 
their Order. When the proper time comes, all the(e 
plans are changed, in the leffons of the adepts, to the to- 
tal annihilation of every date, prince, and civil govern- 
ment on earth. 

The Reader may eafily perceive how the Sc£l, even fo 
early as the degrees in which the three deponents had 
teen admitted, prepares them for the laft fecrets ; efpe- 
Cially when he fees immediately following the pretended 
union of Germany, that maxim which has already ap- 
peared in the firft depofition. 

V. tt The love of one’s prince and of one’s country 
are incompatible with views of an immenfe extent, with 
u the ultimate ends of the Order , and one muft glow with 
ardor for the attainment of that end 
. In the Degrees alfo to which the deponents had been 
admitted we fee the Superiors inceflantly declaiming on 
tha tend\ but they never mention what it really was.— 
They even confefs that they are not in the fecret; they 
fay that the knowledge of it is referved to the higher 
degrees; their own declaration, therefore, proves that it 
cannot be this unity of Religion or of government to 
be eftabl idled in Germany, as they are not ftrangers to 
that plan. Befides, how can it appear, that the love of 
one’s country, or national love, is incompatible with the 
wifli of uniting a great nation under the dominion of one 
Prince. On the other hand, we fee thefe maxims in per- 
fect accord with the views of Illuminifm, when, advan- 
cing toward the higher degrees, we hear the Sc£t pouring 
forth its blafphemies againft Princes and Nations, and 
pofitively declaring, as oneof their myfteries, that Secret 
Societies were only contrived to fweep Nations and 
Princes from the face of the earth. Such are the plots to 
be difeovered to nations ; fuch have been the tricks em- 
ployed by the Illuminees to lull nations to deep on their 
clangers; and, Englidi Reviewers having hearkened to 
fuch infinuations, I am obliged to have recourfe to repe* 
titions in the midft of a nation whofe ruin is now become 

• Fiirften und vaterlands liebe wiederfprechen den weitaua- 
Jehenden gefichts puntfen des Orders — Man niufg gUihen fur 
den ?wcck. 
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one of the chief objefts of the Se£h— But let us return to 
the depofitions of our witneffes. 

44 The Superiors of Illuminifm are to be looked upon 
44 as the moft perfect and the moft enlightened of men ; 
44 ik) doubts are to be entertained even of their infalli- 
44 bility.* 

44 It is in thefe moral and political principles that the 
44 Illuminees are educated in the lower degrees; and it is 
44 according to the manner in which they imbibe them 
44 and fhow their devotion to the Order, or are able to 
44 fecond its views, that they are earlier or later admitted 
44 to the higher degrees, 

44 They ufe every poffible artifice to get the different 
44 poft-offices in all countries entrufted to the care of their 
44 adepts only. They alfo boaft that they are in poffes- 
44 fion of the fecret of opening and reclofing letters with- 
44 out the circtimftance being perceived. 

t 44 They made us give anfwers in writing to the follow- 
44 ing queftions ; How would it be poffible to devife one 
44 fingle (yftem of morals and one common govei^iment 
. 44 for all feurope, and what means fhould be employed to 
44 effe&uate it ? Would the Chriftian Religion be a ne- 
44 ceflary requifite ? Should revolt be employed toaccom* 
44 plifh it ? &c. &c. 

44 We were alfo afked, in which Brethren we fhould 
44 place the moft confidence if there were any important 
44 plan to be undertaken ; and whether we were willing 
44 to recognize the right of life and death as vefted in the 
44 Order; and alfo the right of the fword, Jus Gladtu 

44 In confequence of our acquaintance with this doc-» 
44 trine of the Illuminees, with their condu&, their man-? 
44 ners, and their incitements to treafon, and being fully 
44 convinced of the dangers of the Seft, we the Aulic 
44 Counfcllor Utfchneider and the Prieft Dillis Jeft the 
44 Order. The Profeflbr GrUnberger, the Prieft Cofan- 
44 dey, Renner, and Zaupfer, did the fame a week after, 
44 though the Illuminees fought to impofeupon usthame- 
44 fully, by alluring us that his Electoral Highnefs was a 
44 member of their Order, We clearly faw that a Prince 
44 knowing his own interefts, and wholly attending to the 
44 paternal care of his fubje&s, would never countenance 
44 a Se<5t, fpreading through almoft every province undef 

# Aq dcren uotriiglichkeit man nie zweifeln dijrfe. . . 
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« the cloak of Free-m?fonry ; becaufe it fows divifion 
^ and difcord between parents and their children, between 
w Princes and their fubje&s, and among the moft fincere 
^friends; becaufe on all important oecafions it would 
u inftall partiality on the feats of iuftice and in the coun- 
“ cils, as it always prefers the welfare of the Order to that 
u of t}*e ftate, and the interefts of its adepts to thofe of the 
u prophane. Experience had convinced us, that they would 
a ioon fucceed in perverting all the Bavarian youth. The 
** leading feature in the generality of their adepts were irre- 

* ligjon, depravity qf morals, difobedience to their prince 
and to their parents, and the negleft of all ufcful ftudies. 

f 4 We faw that the fetal confluence of Illuminifm would 
be, to.create a genera} diftruft between the prince and his 
a fubje£ts, the fether and his children, the raiqifter and hi$ 
s* fecretaries, and between thedifferent tribunals and coun- 
w cils f W e were not to be deterred by that threat fo often 
repeated, That no * Prince can fave him that betrays as* 
Wp have abandoned, one after the other, this Se<ft, which, 
* c under different names , as we have been informed by fe- 
♦ 4 veral of our former Brethren, has already fpread itfelf 
** in Italy, and particularly at Venice, in Aujlria , in HoU 
f 4 land, in Saxony on the Rhine , particularly at Frank - 
** fort, and even as jar as America . — The Ulurainees 
^ meddle as much as poffibie in (late affairs, and excite 
** troubles wherever their Order cap be benef}tted by 
* 4 them,” 

Here followed a lift of a great many inviftblet, of feve- 
ral fuperiors, and of foepe of the moft a&ivc members. A 
fecond lift contained perfons who, though' as yet unac T 
quainted with the ultimate views of the Order, were zea- 
lous and a&ive Recruiters, but the government thought 
fit to keep thefe two lifts fecret. The deponents then pro- 
ceed ; . 

a We are not unacquainted with the other \nvif\bU r ? 

* who in all probability are chiefs of a higher degree. 

M After we had retired from the Order, the Illuminees 
calumniated us on all Tides in the moft infamous man- 
f 4 ner. Their cabal made us fail in every requeft we pre T 
u fented^ fucceeding in rendering us hateful and odious 
f 4 to our fuperiors, they even carried their calumnies fcj 
* 4 far as to pretend that one of us had committed murder. 
M After a year’s perfection, an Illumineecame to repre7 

* fent to the ^.ulic CounfellorUtzfchneider,tha^ frpmexj 
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u perience he muft have learned that he was every where 
44 perfecuted by the Order} that unlefs he could contrive 
u t'» regain its protection, he would never fucceed in any 
w of Ins demands; and that he could ftill regain adnois- 
A fion.” 

Here ends the depofition figned by the three deponents* 
After their fignature follows the atteftation r that each of 
the deponents had been called in feparately in pretence of 
the Commiflary, and their refpeCtive declarations read to 
them; and that each had affirmed the truth of the contents 
on oath, as witneffes, the 10th of September, 1785. I 
leave the reader to make his reflections on the itrength 
and nature of thefe firft proofs acquired againft llluminifm; 
and proceed immediately to the circumltances which di$- 
cloled the ulterior projeib of the Sect. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Continuation of the Difcoveries made in Bavaria as to 
the Illuminees.— Proceedings of the Court with refpeol 
to the Chiefs of the Sett. — A few Remarks on and et 
Lift of the principal Adepts . 

N otwithstanding the important difcove- 
ries made by the court of Bavaria, proofs were ftill 
wanting of the plans and of the ultimate views of lllir- 
mi nifm, which the Sed concealed with fo much care, and 
of which none of the witnefles could give any fatisfa&ory 
account. The court had neglefted to feize Weifhaupt’s 
papers at the time; and it was clear that the adepts had 
taken every precaution to put theirs beyond the power of 
the moft diligent fearch. The court even appeared to 
pay little or no attention to the proper fteps that (hould 
be taken, and only watched the motions of thofe adepts 
who ftill kept up a correfpondence with their chiefs. If 
we are to credit the apology publifhed by the Illuminees, 
it was for no other reafon that Del ling, municipal of- of 
ficer of Munich, and Krenner, profeffor at Ingotftadf, the adepts, 
were difmified from their employments. On the fame ac- 
count, they tell us, were the Count Savioli and the Mar- 
quis Co n ft an z a exiled from Bavaria, and the Baron Mag- 
genhoff condemned to a month’s imprilomeat in a mo- 
naftery. 

This apologift alfo pretends, that the Canon Hertel 
was deprived of his benefice, becaufe he would not give 
in an account of the funds belonging to the Illumine- s.~ 

But after the different parts that we have feen thefe adepts 
perform, it appears that the court was pretty well inform- 
ed; and it certainly gave a great proof* of its clemency 
when it allowed Brutus-Szvioli and Diomede s-Con&zn- 
za a penfion which they were at liberty to expend where- 
ver they chofe, excepting in Bavaria. Tight, however, 
as thefe punilhments were for confpirators of their ftatnp, 
the Illuminees filled all Germany with their reclamations, 
crying out againft a perfecution which they rep relented 
as the height of defpotifm, oppreflion, and injustice. The 
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depofitions that had been made were publifhed, and the 
authors of them were immediately aflailed with a torrent 
of abufe, fophiftry, and calumny ; nor was the court fpa- 
red. The whole bufinefs appeared to be changed into a 
literary war, in which the impudence of the apologifts had 
very nigh fucceeded in calling doubts on the wifdom and 
juftice of his Electoral HighnefsJ* and it was high tiftie 
to have recourfe to fuch meafures as could inconteftibly 
prove the guilt of the Se£t. 

i*he ar- At length, on the i ith of O&ober, 1786, die magis* 
chives of trates, by order of the Ele&or, made a vifit at Cato* 
the Sett Zwack's houfe, at a time When he leaft expefted it. O- 
difcover- thcrs went on the fame commiffion to the cattle of San* 
r * derdorf, belonging to Hannibal Baron BalTus. There* 
fult of thefe viiitations was, the difcovery of a multitude 
of letters, difcourfes, rules, plans, and ftatutes, which may 
be looked upon as the archives of the confpirators, and 
have been publifhed under the title of Original JVritingi 
of the Order and of the Sefi of the Illuminees . The con- 
fpiracy of which Weilhaupt was the chief, now appeared 
hi fuch horrid colors, that one could fcarcely believe hu* 
man wickcdnefs to have been able to devife it. But at 
the head of each of thefe two volumes is an advertifement, 
informing all readers* that orders have been given by the 
Ele£tor to the keeper of hft archives to (how the origin* 
als to whoever might wifh to verify them. The only re* 
fource now left to the confpiratore was to complain of 
the violation of domeftic fecrecy. Pretended j unifications 
fwarmed again from the adepts; and they had the irapu* 
deuce to afl'err, that thefe letters, fo far from containii^; 
any thing militating againft fociety or religion, only con* 
tained views for the happinefs and amelioration of man* 
kind. They made every attempt poffible to give plauii* 
fcle interpretations to their letters; but they never dared 
allert that any of thefe writings had been forged. Theif 
own avotvals are to be found in their apologies; and the 
Jtfoofs of their antireligious and antifocial confpiracy reft 

* For the whole of thi?s literary war, fee the Apologre der 7L 
lutninaten , and the addition Nuchtracht zu der Apologic> &c. 
alib the anfwer of the deponents Groffe abfechten des Orders d& 
llluminaten ; the addition to thefe ani’wers Nacb{rucb t ficc. No* 
i. 
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^pon itich inconteftible grounds, that their fophifms can 
never invalidate them.* 

The court of Bavaria, when It gave fo great a public why this 
city to the proofs it had thus acquired, was not a&uated difcovery 
folely by a view of juftifying its own conduct ; but it was 
defirous alfo to warn every ftate of the dangers with which ltl ir*®" 
it was threatened. The Ele&or, therefore, fent a copy Mother'' 
Of thefe Original Writings to all the powers of Europe; courts* 
and the anfwers of the different minifters proved, that they * 
had all received thefe documents of a moftjmonftrous con- 
spiracy agai nft every church and ftate. The hiftorian will 
naturally afk, how it came to pafs that the knowledge of ' 
thefe proofs of a confpiracy, at once fo evident and fo 
threatening to every ftate in the world, fliould have been 
fo long confined to Germany. And how it happened, 
that thefe Original Writings did not become the daily 
le&ures of every family. Should not every father have 
read it to his childrfcn, and explained to them the horrid 
machinations that were contriving againft their . God, 
their country, and their property? Univerfal indignation 
muft have feifced every mind, and crufhed thefe illumini* 
teing monfters in their cradles Such at leaft were the fears 
which theconfpiratorsthemfelves had conceived otf feeing 
their plans and means difeoveredv Unable to deftroy the 
proofs, they did every thing in their power to hinder their 
circulation. On the other hand, few minifters were aware 
of the immenfe influence and power of fecret focieties ; 
and the Bavarian affociation appeared to them more des- 
picable than dangerous; the very excels of their confpi- 
racy gave it a more chimerical appearance; and the policy 
of feme ftatefmen might have made them believe that the 

f iublication of the archives of thefe cOnfpirators would on- 
y ferve to accredit their fophifms, and add to the danger 
by divulging their principles. 

Laftly, the language in which they were written was 
little known in the other parts of Europe; and it was 
thought beft to leave them in a profound oblivion. Such 

* For thefe avowals fee the Apology of Cato- Zwack ; the 
Preface of Weifhaupt's lUuminifm torrefied; the Baron Baifus's 
Defence; and particularly the Luijl Obfervations byKnigge.-- 
Philo , in this latter work, very frankly acknowledges all the let- 
ters that arc attributed to him in the Original Writings, and he 
frequently quotes WciUhaopt's letters as being equally authen- 
tic with his own. 
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may be the explanation of this fpecies of phenomenon, or 
of this total ignorance in which the reft of the world were, 
with refpeft to the nature and views of the Illuminees, 
when 1 announced to the public the ufe I intended to 
make of them in thefe Memoirs. 

Even in A myftery ftill more aftonifhing, and which could not 

Germany. have been believed, had not the progrefs of the Illuminees 
proved it, is that inaftivity or fomnolency in which aU 
the German courts appeared to be buried in the midft of 
the dangers that had been fo clearly pointed out to them 
bv the court of Bavaria. Unfortunately for the Empire, 
1 Frederic II. of Pruffia died a Httle before thefe laft proofs 
were acquired againft the Illuminees. No fooner did this 
Prince hear of the confpiracy, than he immediately traced 
all thole principles of fedition and anarchy which he had 
already been obliged to divulge as the tenets of the So* 
phifters; the Illuminees even pretend it to have been at 
his inftigation that the court of Munich profecuted their 
chief and the firft adepts who were difeovered.* What 
would he not have done himfelf againft this Seft, if he 
he had but fecn in the Original Writings the progrefc 
that it was making in his own fta^es! Minifters,undera 
Prince fo tenacious as he was of the authority neceflary 
to fupport his Government, and fo juftly offended as he 
was againft the Sophifters of Rebellion, would not have 
fneered or replied farcaftically to thofe letters which the 
court of Bavaria tranfmitted as introductory and expla- 
natory, together with the proofs acquired againft the Se£h 
But the archives of Uluminifm were not difeovered till 
the nth and 12th October, 1786,2nd Frederic had died 
on the 17th of Auguft of that year. His fuccellor was a 
prey to adepts of another fpecies, almoft as great knaves 
as thofe of Bavaria. The Emperor Jofeph had not yet 
been undeceived with refpect to the Lodges that furround- 
ed him. Many other Princes were either feduced, or fo 
fettered by the Illuminees that they could not act. This 
may ferve to account for their apparent indifference; and 
it alfo explains the circumftancc of fevcral of them hav- 
ing viewed the proceedings of the court of Munich in the 
light of an abfolute periecution of their own Brethren.—* 
The Prince Biftiop of Ratifbon was the only one who 

* See Memorial inferttd in No. is of the Wdtkunde , the 
Tubingen Gazette. 
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fteraed to know his danger, and who publifhed ediAs in 
fupport of thofe iffued by the Ele&or* 

Nevertheless, the proofs publilhed by the court of Ba- Other fe- 
varia are thofe whence the moil evident demonftration of 
the plots of Illuminifm have been deduced in thefe Me- l | ie 
moirs. The very feraps of paper found among the ar- Oripioal 
chives indicate the moft confummate villany. Among Writings* 
thefe were, chiefly in v^tf-Maflenhaufen’s hand, and in 
the cypher of the Order, receipts for making the aqua 
tcjfana y the moft acute pf all poifons ; for procuring alwr- 
tion in women ; and for poifoning the air of an apart- 
ment: alfo a collection of one hundred and thirty feals of 
Princesy Noblemen , and Bankers , with the fecret of tak- 
ing off and imitating all thofe for which the Order might, 
according to circumftanccs, have occafion. The deferip- 
tion of a lock, of which the adepts only ihould have the 
fecret, was likewife contained in thefe papers; alfo the 
model of a coffer wherein to preferve their papers, and 
which ihould take fire immediately if any of the prophane 
attempted to open it. On other detached papers were to 
$>e feen the plan for placing fome adepts in the fuite of an 
ambaftador, who ihould then carry on fome commerce as 
fraudulent as it was lucrative for the Se£t. Alfo the fe- 
cret intimation, that all the Superiors of Illuminifm ihould 
know how to write with both hands . A man ufeript alfo 
was found entirely in Zwack’s hand writing, and looked 
upon as very precious by the Order, becaufe, under the 
title Better than Horus % it contained all the blafphemieS 
of Atheifm.* 

Notwithftanding the little impreflion the publication 
of thefe difeoveries had made on the other Princes of Ger- 
many, the court of Bavaria continued its profecutions a- 
gainft the Sea. About twenty of the adepts were cited deptsp ‘ tt . 
to appear; fome were difmifled from their employments, 
others condemned to a few years imprifonment; and fome, 
particularly Zwack, faved themfelves by flight. The E- 
lector’s Tribunal could not by any calumny be accufed 
of being fanguinary, as not one ot the adepts was con- 
demned to death- This puniihment feemed to be referr- 
ed for Weiihaupt alone, and a price was fet upon his 
head. The Regency of Ratifbon, which, in the firft in- 
stance, had refufed tb drive him from their territories, no 

t Original Writings, Vol. II. Se&» iS, if, *!• 
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tender dared to fupport him, at leaft not openly; and ha 
took refuge under His Highnefs the Duke of oaxe-Ga- 
tha. The reafon why the Founder of IUuminiftn, and a 
Why they n , im t>e r of his profcrihed adepts, found protection and ftill 
ecf another cont * nue * n ^ vor at fo many courts, may be explained by 
the numerous difciples who enjoyed places of high impor- 
tance in the different courts, and fome of whom, indeed, 
were the Princes themfelves. The lift of thefe latter, were 
it accurately made out, would aftonifh pofterity; more 
particularly, {hould the art with which Weifhaupt feduc- 
ed then), by truncating the myftcries* have efcaped the 
notice of the hiftorian; or (hould the means have remain- 
ed a fecret by which he blinded them and bound them to 
the Order, by furrounding them with adepts who know 
how to ieize on the miniitry, on the Dcccijhres^ or coun- 
cils, and occupied all the places of confecjuence by them- 
felves or their creatures, 

lllominiz- I will not pretend to fay, that thefe artifices of Illumi- 
td princes nifm can excufe thofe Princes for becoming difciples of 
Weifhaupt. But mo ft eertajnly they were rendered the 
dupes of his impiety before they became the fport of his 
confpiracies; and undoubtedly the latter was but the juft 
punifhment of the former. However this may be, we rind 
Lewis Ernest of Saxe Gotha at the head of thefe 
adepts under the charaCleriftic of Timoleon, According 
to all the letters that I have received from Germany, this 
Prince is at length confcious of his error. He, at prefent, 
pays much greater attention to the happinefs of his fub«* 
je£ts than to the myfteries of the Seft. Weifhaupt is not 
fcven allowed to appear in his prefence; but the goodnef$ 
of his heart will not allow the Prince to withdraw bis be- 
nefactions even from thofe who have incurred his difpleai 
fure. It is thus, at leaft, that th^ penfion he allows to the 
Founder of Uluminifm is explained,* But on the other 
hand, Weifhaupt is far from being excluded from the pre-r 
fence of Maria Charlotte Meinungen, the wife of Hi$ 
Highnefs; and thus is explained the alylum which the 

* I am alfo informed) that this penfion is not taken from the 
public treafyry> (as I faid in my third volume, page 1, ) but from 
the Duke's private purfe. Thofe indeed who look upon tbefu- 
<petfluities of this purfe as foreign to the duties that a Prince 
owes to the public, to decency* or to his own honor and repu- 
tation, may make the diftn^ion. ), for Qne* at leaft* fh*H ne? 
yer adopt it. 
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contriver of fuch horrid plots Hill finds at that court, not-* 
withftanding the conversion of the Prince. 

I will not pretend to pronounce whether Augustus 
of Saxe Gotha has imbibed a fimilar difguft for Illu- 
minifm, as has his Brother the reigning Prince. At the 
time of Weilhaupt’s arrival, however, he was alfo an a- 
dept under the chara&eriftic of Prince Walter \ 

Charges Augustus Duke of Saxe Weimar was 
alfo initiated under the title of Efchylusi but he renoun- 
ced the myfteries of the Seft, 

The late Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, at 
once the martial l^ero of Minden, and the Mafonic leader 
at Willqmfbaden, fell a prey to all forts of Illuminifm.— * 
Wilhermots had begun by initiating him in the Illumi- 
nifin of Swedenborg, and of the Martinifts. fiis frequent 
conferences with Knigge feduced him into that of Wei- 
(haupt, who created him his Brother or his High Prieft 
Aaron , and His Highnefs died during his Priefthood. 

As to the late Prince of Neuwied, I know not 
what name was given him in recompenfe for his devotion 
to the Sect; but at his court it might with truth be faid, 
the llluminees had acquired fuch an afcendancy, that if 
they had gained a fimilar one in other parts, the world 
mull have been theirs. This unfortunate Prince little 
thought that his own fon would be deprived of all power 
in his own ftates, and that he would be reduced humbly 
to folicit the Comitia of the Empire for leave to afiert his 
own rights, and to drive out from his dates thofe adepts that 
had been * protected by his Father, and his Uncle, the 
Count Stolberg; or at Jeaft for leave to difmifs them from 
the employments they occupied, even from that of the e- 
ducation of his children, which they had fcized upon in 
fcite of him,* 

y 

* This law-fuit between the Prince and Illuminifm is of a 
molt extraordinary nature indeed. , The reader (hall hear him 
Hate his cafe himfelf to the Diet of Ratifbon in the year 1794; 

“ .Every one is acquainted with what this S eft has done in 
f< France. We have alfo feen extraordinary inilances of its 

** power at Neuwied; |t has a Lodge here called the Three 

Peacocks . My Father and my firft Wife greatly favored thefe 
** adepts, and my prefent one in particular is the great pro- 
“ te&rix of fever al of them; of that Paftur WiN£ for example, 
*! who, notwithftandiog the great fetvice I rendered him in 
** Hiding a profecution again ft him for Socioianifin, is now. one 
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Another fpecics of adept is My Lord the Baron of 
Dalberg, Coadjutor to the Sees of Mentz, Worms, 
and Conftanz, and Governor of the town and country of 
Erfort. We are led to Ihrink back in aftonifhment, and 
examine whether our eyes do not impofe upon us, at die 
fight of a Bi(hop, intended to occupy the firft Ecclefiafti- 
cal and Elcdtora! See in Germany, ranked among this 
IUuminized Brotherhood. Moreover, perfons who had 
often been in company with His Lordfhip infifted on my 
effacing his name from thefe Memoirs. Tliey aflured me, 
that he held the principles of the modern Philofophers in 
the utmoft detcftation, and that to them he attributed the 
F rench Revolution. I then produced a pamphlet publith- 
cd by His Lordfliip, with all his titles and his name at 
the head of it, entitled, Of the Influence of Science and 
cj the Polite Arts on the Public Tranquillity — At Er- 
fort y 1793. They then faw that the objedi of this pam- 
phlet was to flifle in the germs what His Lordfhip calk 
noxious prejudices of fome Jhort flighted good people , by 
proving to them that neither the rhilofophers nor the So- 
phifters of the age had given rife to the French Revolu- 
tion, and that Condorcet himfelf had but little contributed 


44 of my greateft enemies. She was alfo very clofely conneded 
41 with the Aulic Counfellor Krober (the adept Agis J. One 
4 ‘ Schwartz, from lhunfwick, and a titular major of Weimar* 
44 to whom my Father entrufted the education of one of my 
44 children, and who, to my great grief, has (till two of them 
“ under his care, is alfo a great favorite of the Princefs’s; (he 
4< has placed her whole confidence in him, and fees him very 
• 4 often, although letters fromBrunfwick depid him in the light 
“ of a molt deteftable intriguer. Several Counfellors and vari- 
ous officers and other inhabitants of Neuwied are, like him, 
“ members of the Se*5t, and arc in an agreement with thePrin* 
‘‘ cels. It is notorious, that they are ail bound by oath mutual- 
4< ly to fupport each other. They have alfo gained over various 
4< other perfons who do not belong to their Order ; and thus an 
affociation has been formed for my deftrudion.* 1 
In fa<51, the llluminees had fucceeded in getting this Prince 
placed under an interdid in his own dates ; he accufed feveral 
of his firft judges as being adepts: It coft them little to de- 
clare on their oaths that they were not, and fome indeed no 
longer continued aitachedTo the Sed. 1 his incident occafion- 
ed him much unpleafant trouble; but at length he was rein- 
dated in his pofieflions after a very long law-lmt, which muft 
have taught the German Princes how well Illuminifrn can take 
advantage of its power wbep once it has fucceeded in fur* 
rounding th$(n. 
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towards it. This pamphlet alfo abounded in thofe argu- 
ments of Illuminized Philofophifm which the Sect fet forth 
to dupe nations as to the tendency of their confpiracy ; I 
did not therefore efface the name of his Lordfhip; I, on 
die contrary, fubjoined that of Crefcens , his charafteriftic 
among the Iiluminees, How is it poffible that at fuch a 
name he could refrain from fhuddering with horror ! and 
what fcrvices could the Order expert from him under fuch 
a chara£teriftic ? — The name of Crefcens has only been 
tranfmitted tApofterity by his addiction to the infamous 
debauchery ofthe Cynic rhilofophers, and by his calum- 
nies againft the Chriftians, which obliged Sc. Juftin to 
write his Second apology for Chriftianity. A proteftant 
who is eager to fee that of His Lordfhip tells us, that it 
will moil certainly appear in its proper time, and we im- 
patiently wait for it!* We fhall there find, I hope, that 
His Lordfhip had not been initiated into all the fecrets of 
the Sedh They muft at leaft have concealed from him 
their defigns upon the Sees of Mentz, Worms, and Con- 

llanz, to which His Lordfhip was Coadjutor. In all 

probability, thefe were not the fecrets of which his Se- 
cretary CryJippus-KoLUORtf informed him, who admit- 
ted to the degree of Epopt, was already become a half 
naturaliji without knowing //, and from whom Knigge 
expected the greateft fervices.f But can this charadter- 
iftic of Crefcens denote any other view than that of feduc- 
ing His Lordfhip into an apoftacy fimilar to that of his 
Secretary ? We can only repeat, that it is with great an- 
xiety we wait for His Lordfhip’s Apology. 

Bui what other Apology, than a clear and public pro- an( j ot |^ 
fefiion of faith, and an abjuration of llluminifm, can rc- 
inftate the honor of the Prelate Haslein, known in the 
Se& as die Brother Philo of Byblos! The Origin d 
Writings deferibe this adept prelate as overloaded *v::'i 
work. It is an unfortunate circumftancc for him to have 
been able to find time to pen letters and plans that could 
have placed him in fuch great eftimalioii with the chiefs 
of thefe confpirators . % 

9 See the Eudemonia* Vo!. IV. No 5 1 Letter of Do3or J. 

H.Jung. 

f Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 1 , from Philo. 

t Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. from Diomede and VoL 
II. Letter i f from Philo. 
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Among (he higher clafs of adepts maybe ranked Aleft* 
ander, or the general Count of Pappenheim* Govern- 
or of Ingolftadt, and Alfred the Count of Seinshejm, 
Minifter and V ice-Preiident of the Council at Mutitch* 
At getting pofleflion of this latter Minifter, WeMhau'pt 
exults, and on giving him the chaTafteriftic of Alfred he 
thus writes to Cato: — What great men We daily gain 
u over to our party at Athens (Munich), and that With- 
a out its being perceived ! Men much conftdered, ready 
4C formed, and perfedt models ! M WeHhaupt does not wim 
to fee this adept in leading firings , and therefore dHpenfcs 
with his noviciate. He alfo hopes, with a Tittle care on 
the part of the recruiters, to fee his Excellency become one 
of his greatefi etithufiafis\ and he foon found that he had 
judged accurately of his pupil. The adept Minifter goes 
of his own accord to Ingolftadt to be prefent at the inaugu* 
ration of an ilium inized church, where Weifhaupt does the 
honors in a newdifcourfe prepared for the occafion. Full 
of admiration at the lefTons of the Chief, the iliuminized 
Minifter becomes the carrier of this difcourfe to the Breth- 
ren at Munich \ and all the town of Ingolftadt were fur- 
prized at Teeing the Minifter, with fo many other of the 
Brethren, come to vifit Weiftiaupr.* At length the day 
arrives when the object of this vifit ceafes to be a mys- 
tery, and the adept Minifter is condemned to a fhort ex- 
ile: but it ftill remains to be known, whether it is a fin- 
cere repentance for his part enthufiafm, or fome new in- 
trigue or feerct influence of the Brethren, that has re- 
called him and reinftated him in his former dignities at 
the Court of Munich. All that I can gather from my 
correfpondence at Bavaria is, that Illuminifm is very far 
from having loft its influence in that country* 

Another adept, dear to the Se£t, is the Count Kollo- 
\vrath, the Numenius of Knigge, and whom Wei- 
fhaupt wifhed to cure of his dieofophical ideas. He was, 
how ever, entrufted to the care of Brutus Count S aviolt, 
who, obferving him pafs too fuddenly to doubts on the 
immortality of the foul s began to fufpeeft that his fudden 
converfions to the fyftems of Illuminifm was only pre- 
tended, in order that he might gain admiflion to the fe- 
crets of the Order* If he ever attained the higher de- 
grees, it was not at leaft with the enthufiafm of Alfred ,f 

* Original Writings, VoJ. IF. Letter 7, 9, 18. 
f Original Writings, Vol. 21. Letter from Brutus. 
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Weilhaupt alfoclafled Chahrias , the Baron Walden- 
Pels, at Cologne, among the adepts of high rank : He 
was the Minifter of the Elector ; but no fooner had he 
<lifcovered the knavery of the higher myfteries than he 
abandoned the Ordei. Ptolemcus Lagus , or that fame 
Baron Riedsel, who, in Mine r-Dittfurt’s plan, was to 
•have had the direction of the Illuminized Sifterhood, imi- 
tated this example* We cannot hope, however, to tear 
the mafk from all thofe confprrators whom Weiihaupt 
has encornpafled with darknefc, and who {hould rank a- 
tnong the higher clafs of adepts. The Lift that was pub- 
lished foon after the Original Writings, contains chiefly 
thofe whom my reader have already feen in the courfe of 
this work. I (hall, however, fubjoin it here with fuch ob- 
fervations as time has ftnce enabled me to make- There 
will appear adepts fcattered throughout the Councils, the 
Magiftracy, the Army, and the houfes for public Educa- 
tion ; and this general view will better enable the reader 
to judge of the care with which the Gonfpirators fought 
to occupy the moft important polls of fociety while they 
planned its ruin. 


Lift of the principal llluminees from, the Foundation of 
the Sett in 1776, till the Difovery of the Original 
Writings in 1786* 


Charaderiftics. 
Spartacus - 

jfgrippa 

Ajax 

Alcibiades - 
Alexander *• 
Alfred - 


Arrian 

Attila 


Real Names of the. Adepts. 

Weish aupt, Profeffor of Laws at In- 
golftadt, and Founder of the Sect. 

Will, Profeflor at Ingolftadt. 

Massenhausin, Counfeilor at Mu- 
nich. 

Hoheneicher, Councilor at Mu- 
nich. 

Count Pappenheim, General and Go- 
vernor of Ingolftadt. 

Count Seinsheim, Vice-Prefident at 
Munich, firft exiled as an Uluminee, 
then fent from Deux-Ponts to Ra- 
tifbon, and at length returned to, and 
in place at Munich. 

Count Cobenzel, Treafurer at Aich- 
ftadt. 

Sauer, Chancellor at Ratifbon. 
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Cbara&riftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Brutus - Count Savioli, Counfellor at Mu- 
nich. 

Xaverixjs-Zwack, Aulic Counfel- 
lor, and Counfellor of the Regency. 
Exiled as an adept. 

Baader, Phyfician to the Ele&refc- 
Dowager. 

Simon-Zwack. 

Baierhammer, Judge at Diefen. 

(at firft Zoroajler) 

Coriolanus - Troponero, Counfellor at Munich. , 
Marquis of Costanza, Counfeilor at 
Munich. 

Mi eg, Counfellor at Heidelberg. 

F alk, Counfcllor and fiurgomafter at 
Hanover. 

Riedl, Counfellor at Munich. 

Baron Bassus, a Swifs from the Gri- 
fans. 


Cato 
[z\(oDanausznA 
Philip-Strozzi) 
Celfus 

Claudius 
Confucius 


Diomede s 

Epiftetus 
Epj men ides 

Euclid 

Hannibal 


Hermes Trif?ne- 

gijius Solcher, Curate at Haching. 

Livius - Rudorger, Secretary of the Statesat 
Munich. 


Ludovicus 

Bavarus 

A'lahomct 

Marius 

Menelaus 

Minos 

Moenius 

A/ufa 


Numa 

Kuma Pompilius 


Pericles 

Pbik 


Lori, difmified from the Order. 

Baron SChroekenstein. 

Hertel, Canon of, and exiled from 
Munich. 

Werner, Counfellor at Munich. 

Baron Dittfurt, Affeffor to the Im- 
perial Chamber of Wetzlar. 

Dufresne, Commiffary at Munich. 

Baron Mon jellay, exiled from Mu- 
nich, received and placed at Deux- 
Ponts. 

Sonnensels, Counfellor at Vienna, 
and Cenfor. 

Count Lodron, Counfellor at Mu- 
nich. 

Baron Pecker, Judge at Amberg. 

Baron Knigge, in the lav ice of BVc- 


men. 
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Charafteriftics. Rea] Names of the Adepts. 

Philo of By bios The Prelate Haslein, Vice-Prefident 
of the Spiritual Council at Munich, 
and Bifhop In Partibus . 
Pythagoras - Drexl, Librarian at Munich. 
Ratmond de Lulls Fronhower, Counfeller at Munich. 
Simon ids s 
Solon 
Spinofa 
Sylla 

Tamerlans 
Thales 

Tiberius 


Vefpafian 

This Lift appears to have been chiefly compiled for the- 
Bavarian adepts in the firft volume of the Original Writ- 
ings. The fecond volume might furnifh us with the fol- 
lowing additions, befides a multitude of other adepts whole 
true names have not been difeovered. Thofe whofe names 
are not followed by the page quoted from the Original 
Writings in this lift, have been fent to me in Private Me- 
morials and Letters, or are extracted from Public Jour- 
nals. 


Ruling, Counfellor at Hanover, 

M i c h t , an Ecclefiaft ic at F rey finguen. 

Munter, Attorney at Hanover. 

Baron Maggenhoff, Captain in the 
Bavarian fervice. 

Lang, Counfellor at Aichftadt. 

Kapfimger, Secretary to Count Tat- 
tenbach. 

Merz, exiled from Bavaria, fioce Se- 
cretary to the Ambaflador of the Em- 
pire at Copenhagen. 

Baron Hornstein, of Munich.* 


Chara&eriftics. 

Aaron 


Accacius 


Real Names of the Adepts. 

This adept is only mentioned under the 
initials P. F. V. B. ( Prince Ferdi- 
nand von Brunfwig j, both when he 
fends for Knigge, and when he pro- 
mifes his proteSion to the adept who 
is to Illuminize England, (P. i2t 
and 1S4.) 

Doftor Koppe, Superintendaut firft at 
Gotha, afterwards at Hanover, (P. 
123.) ■ 


• This Lift it 
Journals. 


taken from that publilhed in the German 
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Chara&eriftics. 

Agathocles 

Agis - 

Alberoni 

Amelias 

Archelaus 

Arijlodemes - 

Bayard 

Belifarius 
Campanella - 


Cornelius Scipio 
Crcfcens 

Chryftppus - 

Cyril 

Gotefcak 

Hegefiat 

Leveller 

Lucian 


Real Names of the Adepts. 

Schmerber, Merchant at Frankfort 
on the Mein, (P. io.) 

Krober, Governor of the Prince of 
Stolberg’s children at NeMweid, (P. 
181.) 

Bleubetreu, formerly a Jew, after- 
wards a Counfellor of the Chamber 
at Neuweid, (P. 181.) 

Bore, Privy Counfellor at Weimar* 
(P. 213 and 221, &c.) 

De Barres, formerly a Major in the 
French fervice, (P. 183.) 

Compe, High Bailiff at Weinburg in 
the Electorate of Hanover. 

Baron Busche, a Hanoverian in the 
Dutch fervice, (P. 195. ) 

Peterson, at Worms. 

Count Stolberg, the maternal uncle 
of the Prince of Neuweid ; and with 
him may be comprifed the whole 
court, the favorites, fecrctaries, and 
council without exception* (P. 69 and 
189.) 

Berger, a Lecturer at Munich, (P. 
220.) 

Baron Dal ber g, Coadj utorof Mentz, 
(from Memorials , Letters , and Ger- 
man Journals.) 

Kolborn, Secretary to the Baron Dal- 
berg, (P. 73 and 100.) 

Schweickart, at Worms. 

Moldenhauer, Proteftant Profeflor 
of Divinity at Keil in Holftein, (P, 
198.) 

Baron Greifenclau, of Mentz, (P t 
196.) 

LEUCHSENRiNG,anAUacian, and Pre- 
ceptor to the Princes of Hefle Dann- 
ftadt ; driven from Berlin, he took re* 
fuge at Paris. 

Nicolai, Bookfeller and Journaliflat 
Berlin (P. 28.) 
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Chara&eriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Jhtanethon - Schmelzer, Ecclefiaftical Counfellor 
at Mentz, (P. 196.) 

Marcus Aurelius Feder,* ** Profeffor at Gottinguen, (P f 

$1.) 

* MiiNTER, Profeffor of Divinity at Cor 
penhagen, (P. 123.) 

f/umenius * Count Kollo wrath, at Vienna, ( P, 

199.) 

Peter patten Volger, Phyfician at Neuweid, (P T 
188.) 

Pic de la Mi - Brunner, Prieft at Tiefenback in the 

randole Biflioprick of Spire, (P. 174.) 

Jheognis * Fischer, Lutheran Minifter in Aus- 
tria, (P. 204.) 

- ' * * Rontgen, Proteftant Minifter atPet- 

kam, in Eaft Friefland,and the En- 
glish Apostle of flluminifm. 
Timoleon • Ernest Lewis, Duke of Saxe Go- 
tha, ( Private Memorials .) 

Prince Walter Augustus of Saxe Gotha, (Ibid. ) 

We do not add to this Lift Efchylus , or Charles Au- 
guftus of Saxe Weimar* as he has declined the honor of 
continuing one of Weimaupt’s difciples. The late Prince 
of Neuwied might be fubjoined for many reafons, and he 
would make the fifth Prince well known to have been 
ponne&ed with the Seft; but he is no more, and we have 
pot fufficient proofs to inferibe on the lift feveral others 
of that clafs who ii> Germany are fuppofed to belong to 
the Se£t t 

£ 

* It was or feeing the ftrong illation of his degree of E- 
potot (fo ftrangely impious) on the Doctors Feder and Koppe, 
•nd fome others of the Univerfity of Gottiogueo, that Wei- 
fliaapt wrote to Cato , 44 You cannot conceive how much my 

** degree of Priejl or Epopt is admired by our people ; but 
M what is the moft extraordinary is, that feveral great Protes- 
** tant and Reformed Divines, who are of our Order, really be- 
** lieve that that part of thedifeourfr which alludes to religion 
€( contains the true fpirit and real fenfe of Chriftianity. Poor 
** mortals > nvhat could l net make you believe l* 9 Orig* Writ, 
Vol. II. Let, 18. 
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CHAP. IX. 


New Clriefs and new Means of the III umi nets — Dev ice 
/ of the jefuits Mafonry and Sufcefs of that Impojlure . 

State and • A MONG the fecret writings that the 5e& had in 
difpofitons vain fought to conceal from the eyes ofjuftice, was 

after* their oue on w ^ c h was fot»nd in Ltf/^-Zwack’s hand- writing, 
djfcovcry. ff« s remarkable marginal note: <c In order to re-eftablim 
“ our affairs, let fome of the ableft of thofe. brethren who 
“ have avoided our misfortunes take the places ot our 
u founders ; let them get rid of the difcontented, and, in 
w concert with the new eledf, labor to reftore our fociety 
44 to its primitive vigor.”* Weifliaupt had fcarcely left 
Ingolftadt when he threatened thofe who difmifled him, 
that ere long their joy Jhould be converted into forrow\\ 
and it was evident that the Illuminees were far from hav- 
ing abandoned their confpiracy. Notwithftanding, how- 
ever, the awful and menacing afpecl which it prefented, the 
different powers, it would feem, affedfed to leave the con- 
ipirators in poffeflion of means to profccute their illumini- 
zing plans with greater activity. 

If we except Weifliaupt, no adept in Bavaria had been 
condemned to a feverer punifhment than exile or a fliort 
imprifonment. In other parts, from Livonia to Stra{bourg, 
and from Holftein to V enice, not a Angle inquiry had 
been made concerning their lodges. Many of thofe adepts 
who had been convidted of the deepeft guilt had met with 
protection inftead of indignation in the different courts. 
Notwithftading the cleareft proofs of his guilt had been 
adduced, we fee Zwack, a very few days alter, producing 
certificates of his probity and fidelity to his prince, which 
had more the appearance of having been iflued by his ac- 
complices than by the Aulic Council $ and the Prince 
of Salm Kyrbourg calls him to his court, in all probabi- 
lity to be lerved with a flmilar fort of fidelity ! ! The 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. laft pages. 

+ His Letter to Fifcher. * 

t See his Appendix to the Original Writings, P. 35 and 
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conspirators Bnitar-Savioli and Diomedes-Confhnzz 
might continue to recruit for the Sed, provided it was 
not in Bavaria, and that at the expenfe of the Prince who 
had difcovered their plots. Tiberius- Merz, whofe infa- 

mous morals are recorded in the Original Writings, bare- 
facedly efcorted them in the retinue of the ambaflador of 
the empire to Copenhagen. Alfred- Seinfhei m merely 
bartered the favor of his Prince for that of the Duke de 
Deux-Ponts, and an intrigue was immediately fet on foot 
to reinftate him at Munich. Spaftacus himfelf tranquilly 
enjoyed his afyium and a penfion at court, though he had 
confpired to annihilate every Prince. Never had fo mon- 
ftrous a confpiracy been difcovered or fo publicly denoun- 
ced $ yet never were confpirators fo amply fupplied with 
the means of continuing their plots by thofe even againft 
whom they were confpiring. Thus plainly did every thing 
denote that the flight of Weifliaupt would be to Illumin- 
ifm, what the Hegira of Mahomet had formerly been to 
Modern ifm, only the prelude to a greater and more fplcn- 
did fuccefs. Experience now taught Weifliaupt to com- 
bine npw means according to his favorite maxim of ap- 
pearing idle in the midjl of the greateji activity* Per- 
haps alfo, content with having laid the foundations of his 
confpiracy, and with having arrived at that day which he 
had long fince foretold, when he could defy the powers of 
the earth to deftroy his fabric ; or, perhaps, fatisfied at 
feeing he had now farmed men able to prefide over his 
Areopage; he Amply gave his advice on important occa- 
sions, leaving the common details, the funftions of an or- 
dinary chief, to other adepts. However that may be, 
though it were proved that he had given up the dignity 
of chief^ though the archives of the Se& were more deep- 
ly concealed than they are, yet proofs of the plots which 
they are now profecuting would not be wanting. Their 
public anions {hall in future depofe againft them in de- 
fault of their fecret archives. The adepts were known; 
it was therefore eafy to watch their labors and compare 
their devices. The German writers have had the ftart 
of us in that career ; hiftory, therefore, will not be detti- 
tute of demonftrative proofs. 

The grand object of the Illuminecs, after the difeovery They **- 
of their lecret papers, was to perfuade Germany that their tempt to 
Older was extinct; that the adepts had not only renoun- 
ced all their illujnujizing myfterieSjbut even all intercourfc 
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among themfelves as members of a fectfet fociety. Theft 
are not the firft Brigands or the firft Seftaries on record 
that have wifhed to make the world believe the idea dF 
their exiftcnce to be chimerical, even at the very thn6 
when they were moft a&ively promoting their plots and 
propagating their principles. But here error has belied 
itfelf even in the mouths of its moft tealous advocates* 
On the firft appearance of thofe works that denounced 
to the Britifh nation at large the confpiracy of the Illu* 
minees, and (hewed how they were profecuring their plots 
in the occult Lodges of Mafonry, the zealous brethren 
inhabiting the banks of the Thames called on their Ger* 
man allies for fuccor, in order to deftroy thofe ill impress 
fions which the Life ef Zimmerman , Mr\ Robifin’t 
Proofs^ and thefe Memoirs , were making. The com* 
plaints of the English fraternity, and the anfwer of their 
auxiliary Brother Boetiger, are inferted in the German 
Mercury, No. n, page 167. Nearly die feme anfwer 
has crofted the feas, in order to inform the Engiilh, thro* 
the channel of the Monthly Magazine of January 1798, 
page 3, that whoever fhould turn his refearches toward 
Illuminifm would be in purfuit of a chimera, 44 as f retie 
44 the beginning of the year 1790, EVERY CONCERN OF 
tc the Illuminati has ceased, and no Lodge of 
44 Free - mafons in Germany has, fince that period, taken 
14 the leali notice of them. Evident proofs of this after* 
14 tion are to be found among the papers of Mr. Bode, 
44 late Privy Counfdlor at W eimar, who was at the head 
44 of the Order in this part of Germany, and who died in 
44 1794.” 

Strange The foregoing paflage, written by Mr. Boetiger, ma£ 
avowal re- be 0 bferved to include a very Angular avowal, which has 
theSetf 0 a,read y k een noticed in Germany to the great confufion 
of the adepts. Some zealous writers have told them:-"* 
You now own then, that the myfteries of Illuminifm had 
become thofe of the Malonic Lodges, and that they had 
continued to be fo till the year 1790; thofe journalifts and 
other authors, therefore, who inceflkntlv called the atten- 
tion of fovereigns to the Illuminees, were not miftaken; 
and Zimmerman, Hoffman, and Dr. Stark, withfo many 
other writers whofe works the Se£t wifhed to fupprefs, 
Were correft in publicly proclaiming that this difeftrous 
Se£t had not been annihilated when its plots were difco- 
vered ia 17S6, and much lefs fo in 1785, as the adept 
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Writers of the Brotherhood or their hirelirtgs had attempt* 
td to perfuade the world.* Now the confpirators think 
that it would fuffice for their purpofe to make the world 
believe that the idea of their exifteuce fince the year 179® 
is chimerical* This artifice alfo {hall be unmafked, and 
nations fhall be convinced that though this Se& may have 
changed its form, yet that in fo doing it has only invigo- 
rated itfelf, and acquired new means of corruption. 

The Sieur Bostiger^ the Quixotte of the Uiuminees, Bode the 
and of the Brother Bode in particular* alfo makes ano- new chief 
ther avowal, viz. That his hero Bode really became the oftheScdU 
chief of the Uiuminees in his part of Germany. + No 
Brother before him had ever made this avowal; but it 

* See Eudemouia, Vot. VI* No. a. 

f The Sieur Boetiger. Director of the Gymnafium at Wei- 
Snar, and the auxiliary adept fo famous for his Eulogy on Bode, 

Which was only laughed at in Germany, has many other claims 
to ridicule befide thofe recorded in his writings. The Englifh 
may overlook the numerous demands of this kind that he has 
upon us in about halfa dozen Magazines and Reviews in which 
ht f 'o-operates, for his dilTertations on the Roman Ladies, oa 
their toilets, and on their fans ; on America, and on China; on 
the Etrufcan Pafei, on the Ming of a Player , and, in (hort, 
on many other fubje&s. But what it moil concerns the English 
people to know is, that the man, whofe authority is fet up in 
favor of the Brotherhood, is as well known in Germany for his 
talents as a leader of fa&ion, as he is for his treatifes on toilets 
and fans. Nor did he on the news of the immortal vidlory of 
Admiral Duncan reft rain his Jacobin rage in his journals, or 
blufh at faying that it was doubtful whether the Englifh had 
gained this vidlory by the interference of heaven or of hell, 
whether it came from above or below (von oben oder von un- 
ten); and that it was the opinion of many, that it would have 
been a greater happtnefs for the EngUJh to have lojl the bat tit 
ihan to have gained it. Such, neyerthelefs, is the man whom 
we find placed in competition with, and even fet up as an au- 
thority again# the patnotifm of Mr. Robifon. 

This very fame man moreover writes to inform the Englifh 
that he is no llluminee. He may gain credit in England ; but 
in Germany he is afked what bufmefs he had with the Miner- 
pal Lodges of Weimar?— \n what quality could he pretend tt> 
inherit the papers of a chief of Illuminifm, which, according 
to the laws of the Sedt, could only be entrufted to brethren? 

Or for what reafon, after having been fo intimately connected 
with Bode, does he Rill continue to be the laborious co-opera- 
tor of the adept W 1 elan d in she New German Mercury ? 

This auxiliary adept alfo writes to the Englifh, that the Duke 
of Saxe Gotha, on application to him for that purpofe, would, 

\ doubtlefs , permit the infpeftion of thofe papers of Bode’s But no 
Cuch invitation is made to the Germans ; to them he talks of m 
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perfe&ly coincides with the information that I had re- 
ceived concerning this infamous Illuminee. It is under 
the dire&ion of this adept, therefore, whofe talents for 
confpiracy were fo much admired by P^/Vfl-Knigge, that 
we are now to trace the labors and progrefs of the Se£h 

To avert the public attention by means ef fabulous 
Fable of plots, and to conceal their own that they might profecute 
the Jtfuits their conquefts in the mafonic Lodges ; to enfnare that 
and^ts^* ca ^ c( * men * etters > an< * at l en gth taint the whole 
mafs of wlX ^ t * ie > r principles ; were the objeds 

of Amclius- Bode, and of the new Areopagites who pre- 
Aded over llluminifm after Weifhaupt’s flight and die 
difperfion of the Bavarian adepts. Among the various 
means devifed, one might appear Angularly ridiculous but 
for the aftonifhing advantages drawn from it by the SeS: 

I mean the fable of the Jefuits Mafonry. A prodigious 
number of volumes have been written in Germany, both 
by thole who invented the fable, and by others who the’t 
it incumbent on them to warn the public of this new arti- 
fice of llluminifm. I will not wander into ufelefs detail, 
but will Amply lay before my reader the leading points'by 
which he may trace the Se£t until it attains the period of 
its power in our revolutions. 

As an a& of homage to the defpot Weifhaupt, Pbih - 
Kniggc was the Arft who, in the year 1781, and under 

Prince beings in pofTellion of all Bode’s papers, but does not 
venture to name the prioce. He knew too well that perfons on 
the l’pot might attempt to gain that admittance to iofped the 
papers, if Boetiger's word could be a fuflicient incitement to 
thole, who think they have acquired a certainty that the prince 
pofTeflor has pow erful reafons for not flowing the two trunks 
full of papers that he bought at fuch an immenle rate, and for 
nA giving an invitation to the public fimilar to that which the 
court of Bavaria ordered to be inferted at the head of the Ori- 
ginal Writings. 

I , in my turn , invite the Author of the Monthly Magazine to 
iofert theie reflexions in his publication, as he did Boetiger’s 
-leitcr in oppolition to Mr. Robifon in that of January, 1798. 
Mv teafon for making this invitation is, becaufe I have been in- 
formed that fome perlons have been duped by. that letter, and 
really thought that the exiftence of this SeX, and of its plots, 
tin mn(t montlroug and moil fubtlethat ever exifted, was chi* 
mot ical. 

1 can alfo inform my readers, that all the Secret Writings of 
Bode are not At Gotha, Many of his letters are at this moment 
printing; an i my cor refpoo dents irtform me, that they perfed- 
Jy accord with the flatem^nts in my Memoiis. 
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the name of Aloysios Mayer, publifhed this idea of 
the Jefuits Mafonry. He took it up again in the circu- 
lar Utter written by order of Spartacus to the Mafonic 
Lodges; he again infifts on it in his Additions to the 
Hijlory of Free- Mafonry.* The adepts Ostertag at 
Ratifbon, Nicolai and Biester at Berlin, and a fwarm 
of other Illuminees, fought to give fan&ion to this Fa- 
ble by their writings. As yet, however, it was difficult to 
form a precHe idea of this ftory of the Jefuits Mafon- 
ry, or whether it was true or falie. Bode at length made 
a collection of every thing that could be faid on the fub- 
jeCt, and fent the whole of thefe materials to the Brother 
Bonneville at Paris, f He foon pubHlhed his work, 
entitled .'Ihe Jefuits expelled from Free-mafonryi and 
this production, fent to all the regular Lodges, was fup- 
pofed to be the death-blow to this terrible phantom. 

On inveftigating thefe different productions, we ob- 
ferve, that their drift was to make the Frce-mafons be- 
lieve that all their Lodges were fecretly under the direc- 
tion of the Jefuits ; that the whole of their myfteries, 
their fecrets and their laws, were but an invention of 
the Jefuits ; that each Mafon, without fufpe&ing it, was 
but the flave and inftrument of that fociety which had 
long fince been looked upon as extinCt, but whole mem- 
bers, though difperfed,.ftill preferved an afcendancy dis- 
graceful to Mafonry, and dangerous to nations and their 
rulers. The refult of all this tended to perfuade the bre- 
thren, that true Mafonry was not to be fought for either 
among the Roficrucians or the Scotch Knights, and (till - 
lefs among the Englifh Mafons, or thofe of the Strict 
Obfervance ; but folely among the Ecleftic Lodges that 
were under the direction of the Illuminees.J 

The name of Jefuit is certainly a formidable bug-bear 
to many people, efpecially to thole who could never par- 
don their zeal for the Roman Catholic faith ; and it can- 
not be denied, that if conftancy in the caufe of that reli- 
gion was hateful, they were well entitled to the hatred 
of the enemies of the Catholic faith. It is obfervable, 
that it was in thofe very parts of Germany where the 

* See thefe works and the Original Writings, Vol. II. Let.^ 
»*, from Weiihaupt, and Let. x. from Philo . — Alfo the Circu« 
lar Letter, Part II. Seft VI. 

+ Endliche Schickfai, Page 38. 

X See Philo's Circular Letter aod his conclufioRr 
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Lodges were chiefly campofed of Proteftant brethr en ^ 
Its face efs, that this fable made the moll aftonifbing impreffion, no- 
thing being talked of but Jeluits under the cloak of Ma-. 
Ibnry, and their great confpiracy. One might have tho*t 
that the confpiracy of the Illuminees was entirely for- 
gotten; hut that was not their only obje&. The Mafonie 
Brethren of the ordinary Lodges heard fo much of their 
being the dupes of the Jefuits, that they abandoned the 
Strict Obfervance and the Roficrucians, and flocked to 
the Ecle&ic Mafons, then under the direction of the lllu • 
minces. The Mafonie Revolution was to complete and 
to fatal to ancient Mafonry, that its zealous Mailers and 
Venerables declared this fidkion of Jefuits Mafonry to be 
A confpiracy truly worthy of a Danton or a Robefpienre.* 
In vain did the more clear lighted Mafons point out the 
fnarc, to vindicate their reputation and put a flop to the 
general defertion. Their demonllrations came too late ; 
befide, they were written by Proteftants, who were flrong- 
}y prejudiced againft the Jefuits or knew but litde about 
them.f But, unfortunately, when Germany really dis- 
covered the drift of the fable, the greater part of the Ma- 
fons had united with the Illuminees for fear of falling a 
prey to the Jefuits, and many others had entirely aban- 
doned the Lodges, chufing to be neither Illuminees nor 
Jefuits. Thus was that threat of Weilhaupt accomplifb- 
ed, that he would either conquer the Strid Obfervance 
and the Roficrucians, or dellroy them. 

Were it not that prejudice often deprives men of the 
* ufe of their reafon, one mould be allonifhed to fee the Mat 
fons fall into fuch a paltry fnare, Suppofing that I were to 
go to the Mother Lodge of Edinburgh, the Grand Lodge 
of York or that of London, and fay to their Dire&ories and 
Grand Mailers, you thought that you prelided over the 
Mafonie World; you looked upon yourfelves as the guar- 
dians of the grand fecrets of Mafonry, and as the grants 
ers of the diplomas ; but all this time you were miftaken, 
and little fufpcdfced that you were, and Hill continue to be 
nothing more than puppets put in motion by the Jeluits, 

# Wahrlich ein project eines Damons oder Robefpierra 
Wurdig ( EndUchs ScbickfaU % 3a.) 

+ See on this fubjedl the EndUcbe $chi§kf<iU the works en- 
titled, Der Aujgezogene V or hang dir Frey Maurery % fcfc. — A ad 
particularly the laft hundred paces of the work Ubfr dil AUfU 
Ncuen Mgficrfcri, Chap. JfcVI. See, 
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Could one) I afk, invent any thing more degrading either 
to the human mind, or to that common fenfe which muft, 
I fuppofe, be granted to the heroes of Mafonry ! Such, 
however, was the whole fable of the Jefuits Mafonry.— 
When fpeaking of the Engli/b Mafons , the authors and a* 
bettors of this fable fay, 41 It is true , there are feme (of 
<4 thofe Englilh Mafons) who fufyeft that they are led by 
44 the nofe , but thefe are few . ... It is more common a- 
44 mong them than any where elfe y for certain members to 
44 renew from time to time the idea of unknown Superiors •” 
and thofe unknown Superiors who lead the Englilh by the 
nofe are always the Jefuits.* 

Ere long the reproach becomes general ; all that mul- 
titude of degrees invented in France, in Sweden, and in 
Germany, becomes an invention of the Jefuits, as well 
a6 the Englilh and Scotch degrees ;f and a fort of epi- 
demical ftupidity alone hinders the Brotherhood from feel- 
ing their bondage ; at leaft fuch muft be the natural con- 
lequence of this fable. How could the German Mafons 
poflibly avoid perceiving the abfurdity of it ? Their pro-' 
found adepts and theEleft of all nations flocked to Wil- 
lemfbaden, and in the fpace of thirty years they held five 
or fix general aflemblies ; how came it to pafs that all 
thefe brethren combining their fecrcts, their government, 
and their laws, revifing, meditating, and correcting, not 
only their myfteries but their whole code, were purblind 
enough not to furmife at leaft that of which they were af- 
terwards fo fully perfuaded when they returned to their 
Lodges, viz. 44 that they were but the vile inftruments 
and flaves of the Jefuits ?” There can be no medium j 
either the Mafons muft be the offspring of the groiTeft 
llupidity and folly (and then what becomes of their great 
lights and their fcience of fciences fo much extolled), or, 
the invention of the Jefuits’ Mafonry muft be a molt ab- 
furd fable (and in that cafe why do they flock to the 
Lodges of the Illuminees for fear of meeting a bugbear in 
their own) ? 

This fable too appears ftill more abfurd when we re- 
lied that fuch men as Philippe D’Orleans, Condorcet, Sy- 
eyes, or Mirabeau, with fo many other Deifts, Atheifts, 
A a 

• See the Jefuits expelled Mafonry , Part I. P. 3 1 and 3a* 

t Philo'% Circular Letter, 
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and moft inveterate enemies and aflTaffins of the Jefuits, 
and of all thofe who preached the lame dodrines, werg 
at the bead of Mafonry! 

It may alio be worthy of remark, at what period thefe 
Religious are transformed into the Grand Mafters and 
Directors of that multitude of Lodges fpread from Eaft 
to Weft ? It is after they have been abolished ; it is when, 
forbidden to form a community, they are difperfed thro'- 
out the different diocefes a&ing the part of private mis- * 
fionarics under the infpc&ion of their Bifhops : this is the 
period chofen for inftalling them governors and dire&ors 
of a vaft confraternity of Mafons ? It is when ftripped of 
every thing, driven from their habitations, having fcarce- 
]y wherewith to procure the neceflaries of life, that they 
are fuppofed to command all the funds oftheMafonic 
Lodges ! It is when, under the yoke of perfecution, they 
continue to preach the doflrines of the Gofpel, that they 
are accufcd of a fuppofed fecret impiety and of a profound 
policy ! If they are impious, at leaft we muft allow them 
to be as aukward in their impiety and as imbecile as thofe 
who could fuppofe them to have poffeffed fome ingenuity; 
for in the midft of their fuppofed impiety, of their Deifti- 
cal and Atheiftical, their rebellious and anarchical princi- 
ples, they have been aukward enough always to have for 
their greateft enemies not only the Deifts and Atheifts of 
Mafonry but thofe of every other clafs ! On the other 
hand, they are fuppofed to be the authors of the new mys- 
teries of Mafonry, and they are artful enough to intro- 
duce them by means of proteftant leaders, fuch as a Baron 
Hltnd or a Zinnendorff; befide, thefe myfteries are 
only multiplied in the divers Lodges in order to create 
inteftine jealoufies, hatreds, &c. which all the general 
meetings of the Se<ft could not reprefs ! This aJfo muft 
be the work of a body profoundly politic ! Did thefe ter- 
rible Jefuits then think to add to their power by thus de- 
ft roving the Mafonic puppets which they had fo long go- 
verned, in place of uniting thofe millions of brethren or 
flaves under one law, who might have formed an impene- 
trable phalanx againft their enemies ? 

Certainly we muft beaftonifhed at the abfurdity of thi* 
fable of the Jefuits* Mafonry; but our aftonifhment in- 
creafes on examining the proofs whereon it is grounded.* 

* Some readers may perhaps tax me with treating this fab!e t 
and the proofs adduced by the Illumince*# as abfurdand in coo* 
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Let us fuppofe that Nicolai, Knigge, Bode and the 
other writers of the Brotherhood, had made a compila- 

ceivable, oaly that I might be difpenfed from trouble of refut- 
ing demonstrations perhaps difficult to be anfwered. Should 
any fuch be found among my readers, let them turn to thofe 
writings which feme of the moft famous adepts, fuch for ex- 
ample as Mirabeau, or rather his initiator and recruiter Man- 
villon t extol m the higheft terms ; and which are not ( he fays ) 
to be looked upon as a merefyjlem % but as a complete digefl and 
exafl Jlatement of the principal fa&s that led in Germany to the 
dtfcovery of this Mafonry of the Jefuits. f See Mirabeaus Prus - 
Han Monarchy , Vol. V. Book FIJI. Page 77.) This famous 
book is entitled, The Jefuits expelled from Mafonry , and their 
poignard broken by the Majont . In the ?ery Bril page we fee 
engraven on a plate this poignard with the compafs, the fquare, 
the triangles, the eagles, liars, and every thing that he fuppofes 
to be the emblems or Scotch Mafonry. Shoulait beafked where 
this poignard was found, no anfwer is given; but in the fol- 
lowing very ingenious manner the writer pretends to demon- 
strate that the great authors and dire&ora of Scotch Mafonty 
werejefuits: 

1 ft. Bonneville declares this Mafonry to confift of four de- 
grees, the Apprentice, the Fellow-Craft, the Mailer, and the 
Scotch Matter. The psrfs- words in thefe degrees are Boaz and 
Tubat-cain for the firft; Shiboleth t Chiblin % Notutna , for the o- 
thers. Boas feems to have puzzled him; he therefore reje&s 
k, and only takes the four initials, T. $. C. N. • 

The Jefuits alfo had four degrees, the Lay Brothers, (that is 
to (ay) thofe who, as in all religious Orders, were only admit- 
ted as fervaats, fuch as the cooks, gardeners, See. Thefe the 
Jefuits called Temporal Coadjutors. Bonneville overlooks Co- 
adjutor, but takes the initial of Temporal ; and he thus gets 7 ", 
which demonstrates that the Lay Brother Jefuit is the fame as 
the Apprentice Mafon, alfo denoted by T. The fecond degree 
among the Jefuits is that of the young Students, and thefe were 
cal ItdScolaJlici, or Scholars ; but when they had finiflied their 
Studies, and taught in their turn, they became Magifiri , or 
Matters, The S in Seolafici is convenient for Bonneville's de- 
moottration, and it becomes the S of the Shiboleth of the FeL 
low-Cratt* The third degree of the Jefuits is that of Spiritual 
Coadjutor , who took the three common religious vows ; here 
the C initial of Coadjutor ts the C of ChibHm, and Bonneville 
has not the fiishteft doubt but the fpiritual Coadjutor of the 
Jefuits is the Mofier in Free- mafonry. At length comes the' 
fourth degree, or the profeded Jefuits, that is, thofe who to the 
three firft vows have added that of going to preach the Gofpel 
hi whatever part of the world the rope chofe to fend them.— 
Thefe were called the profefid Jefuits; but the woid profejfed 
would not ferve Bonneville’s purpofe, he wanted an N; he 
ftys, therefore, that thefe profeffed were called Nofir i , he then 
gets an N, the evident Notuma of the Scotch Mafic* in Mafon- 
ry. Thus k is that by comparing the T. S. C. N. of Maioury 
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tion of every thing that was odious in Mafonry* and had 
fubftituted the word Jefuit for that of Free-mafon or Ro+ 
ficrucian , we (hall then have a pretty accurate idea of the 
general courfe followed by the illuminizing Mafons, It 
would be exa&Iy as if any hiftorian were to take it into 
his head* when treating of Weifhaupt*s Code* to fubfti- 
tute the word Jcfuit in lieu of Illuminee* and that without 
being able to name a Angle Jefuit againft Whom the ac- 
cufation could be preferred* notwithllanding the ardent 
defire of thefe barefaced calumniators to mention fome one 
at leaft of the culprit Jefuits, It is a long feries of contra- 
dictions. Neither do they agtee as to the time* the de- 
grees, or the myfterips of this Mafonry of the Jefuits.— 
The foie fa& that might deferve to be inveftigated, had 

with the T. S. C . N. that he had difeovered among the Jefuitt, 
he proves that the degrees of Scotch Mafonry are the fame at 
thofc of the Jefuits. (Seethe Jefuits expelled Mafonry , VoL IF 
Page 5 and 6 J 

Should the reader defire to know how the word Mafon pre- 
cifely anfwers to the perfect degree of the Jefuits* or to their 
Profejfed , Bonneville will tell him, that the letters A. B. C. &c. 
(land for numbers i, *, 3, &c. Suppofe the Jefuits have adopt- 
ed this eafy cypher, and then the fonr letters M. A. $. O. will 
give t a-fc* 1+18+14=4 u and then remains N. the very initial 
letter of the Nosier the perfett degree of the Jefuits , to •which 
they could only be admitted at the age of forty- five! ( Ibid . Page 
q.J What a pity (exclaims Bonneville) that this Nofler fhould 
be the profejfed Jefuits prof Jus quatuor votorum ( Ibid. Page 
6 ) ; and a ttill greater pity (fay 1) for his poiition, that, ac- 
cording to the conftitutions of the Jefuits, at the age of twen- 
ty-five they might be admitted to take the fourth vow, provid- 
ed they had linifhed their courfe of divinity. (Conftit . Societ . 
fjef. Putt I. Chap. //. No. ta, de Admittendis.) Another mis- 
fortune was, that even thofe Jefuits who had taught in their 
colleges had generally terminated their courfe of divinity and 
taken their lali vow by the age of thirty-three . 

Were I to go on to (how, that the G, or the God, of the Ma- 
fons becomes the General of the Jefuits, becaufe General be- 
gins with a G. — that the Jubal, or the mufician of the Mafons, 
is a Jefuir, becaufe Jubal and Jefuit both begin with a J. — 
that the Hiram* Abif all'o of the myftenes is a Jefuit, becaufe 
H;=8 and Ae=i and the total 9= J. ; in Ihott, were I to pro- 
ceed to enumerate live or fix hundred follies of the fame na- 
ture, all given as proofs of the Jeruits* Mafonry, my reader 
would be almoib tempted to believe that I was traducing Bon- 
neville. I muft, therefore, refer him to the author himfelf; and 
let that man read and ftudy him who is not difgufted at the 
reading of the firft pages,^ and at the impudence with wbiclt. -- 
this author wifhes to impofe upon the public. 1* 
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any proof been adduced in confirmation of it, was that of 
the Jefuits converting Mafonry into a confpiracy for the 
reinftatement of the Stuarts or the Englifti Throne. But 
of what confequence could their reinftatement on the 
throne, or a fecret of that nature, be to the Swedifli, Rus- 
fian, Polonefe, or Dutch Mafons ; and how couki one 
pretend to perfuade the En^lifh and Scotch Mafon? that 
their Mafonry, Code, and Emblems, long anterior to the 
cataftrophe of the Stuarts, were only myfteries invented 
to reinftate the Stuarts on the throne ? Should an his- 
torian ever undertake to write the hiftory of the extraor- 
dinary reveries of the human mind, let him not forget thde 
fet forth by the Illuminees on this occafionj and were it 
not for the eminent ufe it was of to them for the propa- 
gation of their plots, I fliould never have thought of trou- 
bling my reader with it, or of ferioufly refuting fo incohe- 
rent a fable. We muft next turn our attention to a coa- 
lition more real and far more difaftrous,I mean that known 
under the name of the Germanic Union. 
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[CHAP. X. 


The Gtrmanic Union — Its principal Aftors, and the G?«- 
quefts it prepared for the Illumine es . 


ThcGcr- 
maoic U- 
nion ; its 
•rig in. 


A FTER havine defcribcd fo many plots, unmalked 
fo much artifice, and difclofed fuch various means 
of ddufion and fedu&ion, all iffuing from the dens of im- 
piety, why am I forbidden to lay down my penj and aban- 
doning thcfe dark haunts of vice, to aflume the pleafing 
talk of cefcribing the habits of the virtuous man, or of a 
nation happy, and enjoying the fweets of peace beneath 
the fhadow of its laws, and that under a beloved monarch, 
revered (till more as the father than as the fovereign of 
his peaceful empire ? Alas ! the fight of fuch a nation 
has vanifhed from the face of the earth ; thrones totter 
and difappear 5 dates weep over the ruins of their religion 
and of their laws, or are yet painfully draggling with the 
devouring monder. Danger ftaiks on every fpot ; and if 
happier days are mentioned, it can only dimulate us to de- 
nounce the too long concealed caufes of our misfortunes, 
in hopes of feeing once again thofe nearly forgotten days 
return. Though the mind revolts at the idea, yet for the 
public good we will purfue that tribe of Weifhaupt; 
and fo far from giving repofe to our thoughts, we (hall be 
once more hurried into new plots and machinations in- 
vented by the molt profound adepts of Uluminifm, and hor- 
ridly famous in Germany under the name of the German 
Union . To underftand perfectly the object of this Union, 
the hidorian mud revert to confpiracics anterior to thofe 
of Weifliaupt. 

Wc have often feen Voltaire boading of the progrefs 
that Infidelity was making in the north of the German 
Empire. This progrefs was not folely to be attributed to 
his labor*, nor had he the lead fufpicion of the many co- 
operators that were fecondiug his views. 

In the very heart of Protedantii.n and of its fchools, a 
Confpiracy had been formed againd the Protedant and 
every branch of revealed religion, inveterate iii its means 
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and agents as that formed by Holbach’s club. The Pa- 
rifian Sophifters openly attacked Jefus Chrift and all Chris- 
tianity. The clubs, or rather fchools, of the North of 
Germany, under pretence of purifying the Protefant 
Religion , and of restoring it to the principles of true Chris- 
tianity, (tripped it of all the myfteries of the Gofpel, redu- 
ced it to that fpecies of Deifm which they decorate with 
the name of Natural Religion , and thus hoped to lead 
their adepts to a negation of all Religion. Thefe new 
lawgivers did not abfolutely proferibe revelation ; but re- 
velation was to be fubjeCted to the judgment of their rea- 
fjpn. 

The Antichriftian Confpiracy had originated in France 
with thofe men who ftyled themfelves Philofophers, and 
who profeflfed to be ftrangers to all theological erudition. 

In Germany it took rife in the heart of the Univerfities, 
and among their Doctors of Divinity. In France the So- 
phifters confpiring againft all Religion cried up the tole- 
ration of the Proteftants, in hopes of deftroying the Ca- 
tholic faith; in Germany the Proteftant DoCtors abufed 
that toleration in order to fubftitute Philofophiftn to the 
tenets of their church. 

The firft of thefe German Doflors who, under the 
mafk of Theological difquifitions, engaged in this Anti- 
chriftian Confpiracy, was Semlkr, profeffor of Divinity Semler. 
in the Univerfity of Halle, in Upper Saxony. The only 
ufe he appears to have made of his knowledge would lead 
us to fuppofe that he imbibed his principles from Bayle, 
rather than from the true fources of Theology. Like 
Bayle, we may obferve him here and there fcattering a 
tew uieful truths, but equally inclining toward paradox 
and fcepticifm. Rapid as V oltaire, but dieftitute of his ele- 
gance,^ can only be compared to that Antichriftian Chief 
for the multitude of contradictions into which he (tum- 
bles at every ftep. u It is not uncommon to fee him begin 
u a fentence with an opinion that he contradicts before he 
<c concludes it. His predominant fyftem, and the only one 
u that can be gathered from his numerous reveries, is, 

“ that the fymbols of Chriftianity and of all other SeCU 
“ are objeCts erf no confequence; that the Chriftian Re- 
4< ligion contains but few truths of any importance ; and 
“ that every perfon may feleCt thefe truths and decide up- 
u on them as he pleafes. His fcepticifm has never per* 

* mitted him to fix upon any religious opinion for him- 
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“ felf, unlefs it be when he clearly profefles, that Proteft- 
“ antifin is not founded on better grounds than any of 
“ the other Sefts ; that it fill fands in need of a very 
w great reform ; and that this reform fhould be effected 
<l by his Brethren the Doctors of the Univerfities.”* 
This new reformer began to propagate his do&rines 
as early as the year 1754, and continued to circulate 
them, in German and in Latin, in a thoufand different 
fhapes. At one time in an Hiforical and Critical Col- 
lection ; at another, in Free Difquifttions on the Canons or 
Ecclejiafical Laws \ then in an Injlitution of the Chris- 
tian DoCirine ; and, above all, in an EJfay on the Art and 
School of a Free Theology . Soon after anew Doctor ap- 
pears, attempting to make this defired reform, or to fup- 
prefs the remaining myfteries that Luther and Calvin 
had not thought proper to rejedh This was William 
Teller. Abraham Teller, at firft Profeflor at Helmftadtin 
the Dutchy of Brunfwick, afterwards Chief of the Con- 
frftory and Provoft of a Church at Berlin. He made his 
firft eflay for deftroying the myfteries by publifhing a Ca- 
techifmy in which, fcoffing at the divinity of Chrift, he re- 
duces his religion to Socinianifm. Soon after this, his 
pretended Dictionary of the Bible was to teach the Ger- 
mans a methods to be followed in explaining the Scrip- 
u turesj by which they were to fee no other do&rine in 
a the whole of Chriftianity than true Naturalifm, under 
w the cloak and fymbols of Judaiim.”t 

About the lame time appeared two other Proteftant 
Doctors, who carried their new-fangled Theology fill 
nearer to the fate of a degraded and Antichriftian Philo- 
Damm fophifm. Thefe were the Doctors Damm and B ahrdt ; 
& Bahrdt. the former the Re&or of a College at Berlin, the latter a 
Dotftor of Divinity at Halle, but a man of fuch infamous 
literals, that even PA/Va-Knigge was alhamed to fee his 
name among Weilhaupt’s eledl, and did not even dare to 
Loftier. pronounce it.£ Loffler, the fuperintendant of the 
Church of Gotha, ran the fame career of impiety, as well 
as many others \yhofe writings might have been taken for 
the compofitions of the llluminizing Epopts. The fafhion 
of inveftigating religion merely to overturn its myfteries 

* See IVenvj of a Secret Coalition agaittjl Religion and Mo - 
narchy . The Appendix, No. 9. 

t ibid. Appendix, No* 10. £ Endliche erklaruog, P. 13a. 
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became fo common in the German provinces, that the Pro-* 
teftant Religion Teemed to be doomed to fell by the hands 
of its own Dodfcors, when at length a few of thofe Mini- 
fies who were ftill fired with zeal for their tenets raifed 
their voices to denounce this confpiracy. 

The DodtorD E s M a r e e s, fuperintendant of the Church 
of Deflau, in the principality of Anhalt, and the Dodfcor 
Stark, famous for his erudition and his conflidfs with 
Illuminifm, firft called the attention of the public to this 
rifing Sedi ; the former in his Letters on the New Pas- 
tors of the Protejlant Churchy and the latter in his Ap- 
pendix to the pretended Crypto-Catholic if m and Jefuitifm . 
Nothing can better probe the wound which the Proteft- 
ant Church had juft received, than the fummary view ta- 
ken of the dodtrineof thefe new paftors, by the fuperin- 
tendant of Dcffau in the following terms : 

tt Our Proteftant Divines fucceffively attack all the 
« fundamental articles of Chriftianity. They do not let 
w one Angle article of the general fymbol‘qf faith fubfift. 
u From the Creation of Heaven and Earth to the Refur- 
v. redfion of the Body, they combat every fingle article.”* 

While thefe theological adepts were perverting their 
fcience to inundate Germany with their crafty Philofo- 
phifm, a fecond confederation was forming at Berlin for 
the propagation of thefe works, extolling them as the on- 
ly produdfions worthy of the public attention. At the head 
of this league was one Nicolai, a Bookfeller. Before Nicolai, 
this man's time wehaye often feen Bookfellers who, adfu- 
ated by avarice, indifcriminately fold books of the moft 
impious and feditious, and others of the moft pious ten- 
dency; but a phenomenon that had never been feen be- 
fore, was a Bookfeller whofe impiety overcame his love 
of gain, and who would rather facritice the profits to be 
acquired by the fale of religious works, than allow them 
to be difperfed among the people. Nicolai was a Book- 
feller of fuch a ftamp as D’Alembert wilhed to find, and 
Sfuch as he would have been hiinl’elf had it been his pro? 

B b 

* Proteftantifche Gottefgelehrten grejfen einen grund arti- 
kel des Chriftenthums nach dem andern an; laflen in panzen 
Ailgemeinen Glaubens-bekentnifs vom Schopfer himmels und 
der erde, bis zur auferft<*hnng des fleifehes nicht unan gefoch- 
ten . — ( ifher die neuen •w'dchtcr der Protefantifden Kirche; er- 
Jles heft , S. 10 J 
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feflion. It was excluftvely to the propagation of Impiety 
that he had dedicated his commerce and his literary ta- 
lents, for he would alfo be a fophifticated writer. He was 
not even initiated into the myfteries of Weiftiaupt, when 
he had a&ually formed the plan fo# overturning the Chris- 
tian Religion in Germany by one of thofe means which 
governments have never yet fufRciently attended to, or 
been aware of. At the head of his bufinefc as a Bookfel- 
ler, he alfo undertook to be the compiler of a fort of 
weekly Encyclopaedia, which he entitled The Univerfal 
German Library .* At once the compiler and falefman 
of Impiety, he engaged feveral Sophifters to co-operate 
with him. He alfo leagued with many men of great learn- 
ing and merit, whofe articles being inferted in his Jour- 
nal were to ferve as a cloak for the more impious ones, 
whence the readers were to imbibe his baneful principles. 
The molt dangerous articles of this fort were thofe writ- 
ten by himfelf, by the famous Jew Mendelsohn, by 
Biester, Librarian to .the King, and by Gedike, 
Counfellor to the Confiftory of Berlin. It was not 
long, however, before the tendency of this Journal was 
dilcovered. It was obferved, that all their praife9 were 
laviftied on thofe very men whofe do&rines were levelled 
at the total overthrow of thofe myfteries of Chriftianity 
which had been preferved by Luther and Calvin. The 
man who fo well feconded the views of Weifhaupt with- 
out knowing it could not long efcape the notice of the 
Scrutators. The Seel had one in particular whofe name 
will hereafter become famous ; this was the Brother Le - 
^//^r-Leuchfenring, who had been Preceptor to the Prin- 
ces at Berlin, and afterward to thofe of Hcfle Darmftadt. 
A fanatical recruiter, and though loquacious, very re- 
ferved on the myfteries, this Leuchfenring was then tra- 
velling as an Iniinuator. Hanover aAd Neuwied already 


* T have quoted .his EJJay on ths Templars; and I thought 
mvfclf bound to do fo, becaufe 1 found that his refearches per- 
fedly coincided with thofe which Thad made on the accufa- 
tions preferred againft thofe Knights, and on the proofs that 
appeared on the face of the molt authentic documents relating 
to their judgment. I was not, however, on that account lets 
concerned to fee the impiety with which thefe refearches are 
replete. I alfo obferved all that ridiculous difplay of erudition 
on th z Baffom et of the Templars; but I cannot deny that bis 
quotations are perfectly exatf. 
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bore teftimony of his zeal. He had attempted in vain to 
infinuate the Chevalier Zimmerman; but Nicolai af- 
forded an eafy conquefL It was foon complete; Ge- 
dike and Biefter, following his example, only combined 
their confpiracy with Weimaupt*s myfteries. The Doc- 
tor B ahrdt had fallen as eafy a prey to the Affeffor Mi- 
nos ; but the Do&or viewed what had been done by his 
new Brethren, to fecond his views and writings againft 
Chriftianity, as of little avail — He thought he could fur- 
pafs ail the artifices of Weifhaupt, Knigge, and Nicolai ; 
and his evil genius afforded him the means. 

The plan that he had conceived was nothing lefs than Its plan, 
to reduce aU Germany, and by proceis of time the whole 
world, to the impoffibility of receiving any other leffons, 
or of reading any other productions than thofe of the 11- 
luminees. The means of reducing the literary world to 
this new fpecies of flavery are all contained in the laws 
laid down by this Arrange adept for a coalition famous in 
Germany under the title of the Germanic Union, Die 
J)eutfcbe Union** 


* The Sieur Boet tiger writes from Germany, and his letter 
is inferted in the Monthly Magazine for January, 1798, that 
this plan, and the whole confederation of Dr. Bahrdt, are only 
known to Mr. Robifon through the medium of the obfcure and 
dtfpicable Journal of Gei/Jen* This journal of GeifTen was ne- 
ver defpicable in any one's eyes but thofe of the lliuminees, or 
of their votaries. They had their reafons for crying it down ; 
'and thofe very reafons muft enhance its value in the eyes of e- 
▼ery boneft man. In the next place, how can this Boettiger 
prefume to afTert that this Journal was the only fource whence 
Mr. Robifon had derived his information? The great number 
of works quoted by Mr. Robifon muft evidently belie fuch an as- 
sertion, and I willingly declare that it was difficult to procure 
more. Had he been in pofteffion of no other than that famous 
work known in Germany under the title of Mckr Noten air 
Text , order, die Deutfche Union der Zivei ttnd Zivanziger , — 
(More Notes than Text; or, the German Union of the I wcn- 
ty-Two,) that work which, according to Boettiger, alone ft:f- 
freed to open the eyes of the public, is that only known by the 
Journal of GiefTen? With a fimilar aftutance does this champion 
of IlluminifmafTert this work to have been written by Bade, as 
if there could be the leaft probability that Bode, who had taken 
io a&ive a part in this confpiracy, would be vet y forward in lav- 
ing it open to the public, and expofing the Barcttne de R::ke, 
Countefs of Modem, the daughter 6f Wander n (the Stroller )% 
to public ridicule, a woman whofe charms he fo much a Imired, 
and with whofe writings h: was fo well acquainted, if Bjdc 
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This confederacy was to be governed by twenty-two 
adepts chofen from among that fpecies of men, who by 
their fun&ions, their knowledge, or their labors, had'ac- 
quired a greater facility in directing the public opinion 
toward all the errors of the Se£h The other brethren* 
difperfed through the different towns, were to contribute 
by different means toward the grand objedt under the 
direction of the twenty-two^ each of whom had his de- 
partment ailigned to him, as in Weifhaupt’s Areopage. 

The perfons who were chiefly to be fought after were 
authors, poft-mafters, and bookfellers. Princes and their 
minifters were abfolutely excepted againft ; and people in 
favor at court, or in the different public offices, were not 
to be chofen. 

Thefe confederates were divided into fimple officiates 
and aftive Brethren ; and the latter alone were initiated 
into the fecret, means, and objedf, of the coalition. The 
inftrudtions imparted to the brethren were drawn up in 
the lame ftyle and method that had long fince been adopt- 
ed by Bahrdt, and other apoftates from the proteftant uni- 
verfities, to reduce Chriftianity to their pretended natural 
religion, by declaring Mofes, the Prophets, and even 
Chrift, to have been men diftinguifhed, it is true, by their 
wifdom, but who had nothing divine either in their doc- 
trines or their works. w To root out fuperftition, to re* 
u ftore mankind to liberty by enlightening them, to con- 


\vas the writer of this publication, which fo well difplays the 
knavery of the German Union, how comes it to pafs that Mr. 
Golchen, a Bookleller of Leiphc, has avowed himfclf the au- 
thor of it, and is'timverfally acknowledged as fuch? My read- 
ers muff perceive, that bv enteriog into thefe digrefRons, 1 on- 
ly defign to warn the public again it the different publications 
which the Illuminees are daily difperfing to perfuade n ado os 
that their plots are chimerical, while they are purfuiog them 
With redoubled ardor. 

I fhall alfo follow nearly the fame documents that Mr. Ro- 
bifon has adopted, as they perfectly coincide with the memo- 
rials that 1 have received from Germany. All that I (hall lay 
before my readers in this chapter mav be faid to be extra#* 
from the following German writings: News of a great and in- 
vijible confederation againjt the ChrijUan religion and monar- 
chy — The Syjiem of the CoJ'mopolitans df severed. — The Vienna 
four nal hy Huffman. — Notice given before it is too late , by the 
fame . — More Notts than Text , c . — The Knowledge of the 
IVorid and of Men, i£c. beiides many other private letters and 
memorials on the Illuminees. 
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* fummatc the views of the founder even of Chriftianity 

* without violent means, fuch is our objedf, (would they 
44 fay to the Brethren). It is for that purpofe that we have 
a formed a fecret fociety, to which we invite all thofe who 

* are adtuated by the fame views, and are properly fenfi- 

ble of their importance.” 

As a means of accomplifliing thefe objedts, and of pro- 
pagating their pretended light, thefe active brethren were 
to eftabiifh in every town certain literary f octet ie$ y or 
reading clubs (lefgefchaften), which were to become the 
refort of all thofe who had not the means of procuring the 
daily publications* Thefe were to attradt as many *ailb- 
ciates as poflible to thefe reading-rooms; watch their opi- 
nions, imbue them with the principles of the Order, leave 
thofe whofe zeal and talents gave but little hopes, among 
the common brethren; but initiate after certain prelimi- 
nary oaths, thofe who could be of any real fervice,and who 
entered fully into the views and plans of the Order. 

The fociety was to have its gazettes and journals, 
^^which were to be under the direflion of thole adepts 
whofe talents were the mod confpicuous ; and no pains 
were to be fpared to deftroy all other periodical prints. 

The libraries of thefe literary focieties were to becorh- 
pofed of books ail according with the views of the Order. 
The choice of thefe books and the care of furnifhing them 
were to be left to the fecretaries, and particularly to book- 
fellers who were initiated in the myfteries of the coalition. 

The hopes conceived by the man who had planned this 
allocation were held out to the eledl as an incitement to 
the founding of new ones* What advantages ( would he 
fay) fhall we not gain over fuperftition by thus directing 
the ledtures in our mufeums ? What will we not do for 
men who, zealous in our caufe, anddifpetfed in all parts, 
circulate every where, even in the cottages, the produc- 
tions of our choice? fhould we ever be mafteis of the 
-public opinion, how cafy will it be for us to cover with 
contempt, and bury in oblivion, every fanatical work that 
may be announced in the other journals, and on the con- 
trary extol thofe works that are written according to our 
views. By degrees we &r 11 become mailers of the who!.* 
trade of bookfelling. Then will it be in vain for fanatics 
to write in defence of fuperltition and defpots, as they will 
neither find fellers, buyers, nor readers. 

Left bookfeilers thcmfelvcs fhouid proteft again ft an 
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inftitution of this nature, they were to be drawn into it by 
advantages propofed to them, and by the fears of being 
ruined mould they not accede to the views of die coali- 
tion, They were to be allured, that the brethren would 
employ every poffible means to encourage the iale of 
works that met with the approbation of the union ; but 
would alfo impede the circulation of, and diferedit by their 
journals all fuch as were hoftile to their views. Neither 
had they to fear a diminution in their trade; the afiocia- 
tion could encourage writers to multiply their produ&ions 
by enfuring their (ale; indeed, funds were to be eftablilh- 
cJ to indemnify any bookfeller who, in place of felling 
fuch works as were inimical to the views of the Union, 
would leave them concealed in his lhop, pretend that he 
had never heard of fuch works, or flatly refufe to fell them, 
thus abufing by every poflible means the confidence of 
•authors and of the public. 

Such was the plan of the Germanic Union y or Dr. 
Bahrdt’s matter-piece. 'Never had the defire of tyranni- 
cally governing the public opinion invented a more per- 
fidious plan. One might be led to think it the reverie of 
fo me evil genius who had fwom to extirpate from the 
minds of the people all ideas of any focial or religious doc- 
trine. There do, however, exift crimes which in the eyes 
of the honeft man are almoft chimerical, but which pre- 
fent little difficulty when undertaken by a villain. He 
that had conceived the plan was with mifehievous propri- 
ety placed at the head of the afiociation. The dittolute- 
nefs and infamy of his morals had not left him where- 
with to fubfitt in any decent way, when on a fudden he 
purchafed, near Halle, a large manlion which he called 
after his own name Bahrdt’ s-rube. This was foon con- 
verted into the head-quarters of the new Union. But it 
could never have acquired any great confiftency had it 
not been for Nicolai, who had long been laboring accord- 
ing to Bahrdt’s views. The immenfe correfpondence that 
he had by means of his commerce with the other bookfcl- 
iers of Germany; the fort of dominion that he enjoyed 
over the literary world by means of his Univerfal Libra- 
ry, the court paid to him by different authors whofe for- 
tunes depended on the rank he chole to affign them in 
his Library, or in the Berlin Journal, the Monathfchrift ; 
and more particularly the art with which he contrived to 
gain over a great number of booklellers, gave him a pow- 
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er thsft no fovereign could ever pretend to. His illumi- 
nized co-operators, Biefter, Gedike, anc} Leuchfenring, 
became more ardent, daring and impious, than ever in the 
journals which they compiled. Bode like wife would have 
one at Weimar under the title of the Universal Literary 
Gazette. Another of the fame nature was fet on foot at 
Saltzbourtg, by Hubner, who was alfo an Illuminee. — 
The offspring of Weifhaupt were all warned of the ftrefs 
which they were to lay on thefe publications, and they 
foon became a moft terrible fcourge on all writers who 
would not facrifice their principles to impiety. The fa- 
ble of the Jefuits Mafonry was now improved by a new 
fi&ion that fpread difmay in the mind of every writer who 
wifhed to oppofe the progrefs of Uluminifm. 

Thofe very Jefuits who have juft been feen reprefent- 
cd as the moft artful infidels, and as fecretly prefiding over 
the Mafonic lodges, were now become moft zealous Ca- 
tholics, who had fecretly mingled among the Proteftants, 
in order to bring thefe provinces back to the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion and fubjeft them to the dominion of the 
Pope. Every man who dared defend any one of thofe 
myfteries that can only be known either to Catholic or 
Proteftant through Revelation, every man who preached 
iubmiffion to fovereigns and the laws of the ftate, was 
iipmediately proclaimed a Jt fuit> or the fervile (lave of 
Jefuitifm. One might have thought that all the proteftant 
provinces were filled with thefe Jefuits, fecretly confpi- 
ring againft the proteftant religion j and my readers will 
eafily conceive what an impreflion fuch a charge muft 
have made to the di fad vantage of any writer in thofe pro- 
vinces. Neither the office of minifter nor of fuperintend- 
ant of a church could fereen a perfon from fo terrible an 
imputation. Even that man was not proof againft it, 
who out of zeal for Luther and Calvin, had given full 
vent to all his hatred and prejudices againft the Jefuit$; 
I mean Dr. Stark. In his work on The Ancient and 
Modern Myfteries he had declared, a that fovereigns had, 
<c by the deftru&ion of the Jefuits, rendered an ever me- 
<c morable ferviceto religion, to virtue, and to humanity.” 
Nevertheleis M. Stark, at that time, as he ftill continues 
to be, a preacher and do&or of the Lutheran church, and 
alfo counfellor of a Confiftory at Darmftadt, was obliged 
to employ many pages of his apology in proving that h« 
Was neither a Roman Catholic nor a Jefuit, and particu- 
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iarly that he was not one of the profejfed Jefutts, who, 
having taken the four vows y were obliged at the command 
of the Pope to go and preach the catholic faith wherever 
he chofe to fend them.* 

The Chevalier Zimmerman met with a fimilar fate, 
merely becaufe he had laid open the plots of the lllumi- 
nees, and dared to ridicule the adept Z*t;*//*r-Leuchfen- 
ring, who had propofed to initiate him into the Brother- 
hood that was foon to reform and govern the world.f— 
That celebrated man, an ornament to the Royal Society 
of London, is never thelefs reprefented by the joumalifts 
of the Sect as an ignorant fellow y wallowing in fuperjti- 
tion y and an enemy of Light. J, 

The Profeifor Hoffman, notwithftanding the high en- 
comiums that had been Javilhed on him by thefe very 
journals, no fooner gave proofs of his zeal for religion 
and focial order, than he was reprefented in fimilar co- 
lors. Never had the difciples of Weifhaupt fo well prac- 
ifed that law laid down by their teacher, a Difcredit by all 
44 means poffible every man of talents that you cannot 
44 bring over to your party.” Nicolai gave the fignal 
in his German Library , or in the Berlin Monathfchrifu 
The Brethren of Jena, of Weimar, of Gotha, of Bruns- 
wick, and of Slevvick, immediately obeyed the (igna),and 
repeated the fame calumnies, 44 Shortly there were no 
* 4 means of fereening onefelf from a fwarm of periodical 
<c writers, who had leagued with the modern Lucian \ 
44 they praifed what he had praifed; they condemned what 
44 he had condemned ; the fame turn in their phrafes, evert 
44 the fame terms are to be obferved when they praife or 
44 when they blame an author, and particularly the fame 
44 farcafms and groffnefs of abufe.”§ Scarcely could there 
be found in all Germany above two or three journals that 
were not in the hands of the united brethren, or perfons 
ot the fame calf. 

Meantime die adept writers, together with Bahrdt, 
Schultz, Ricm, and even P/>^-Knigge, who in abandon- 
ing the Iiluininees had not renounced their plots, with 
hundreds of other writers of the Sect inundated the pubr 

* See his Apology, Page 52 to 59. 

t Life of Zimmerman, by Tiffot. t Ibid. 
ln$ Jhe ultimate fate of Mafnnrvy Page 30; and News of att 

vilibie Afibciation, Appendix, No. 11. 
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lie with their libels in verfe or pxofe, under the forms of 
comedies, romances, fongs, and diflertations. All the te- 
nets of religion, Catholic and Proteftant, were attacked 
With the mod bare-faced impudence. Now the feene 
began to change ; it was no longer to defend the Pro- 
teftants agaiqft the attacks of the Catholics; but the ob- 
literation of every religious tenet became their obvious 
defign. The mod pompous eulogiums were pronounced 
by the journafifts of the Seffc on all thofe productions of 
the brethren that openly difleminated every principle of 
Impiety and Sedition.* But what mud appear a (till more 
aftonifhing contradiction, though peifeCtly coinciding 
with the views of the SeCt, is, that thefe very men who 
wifhed fo defpotically to fway the public opinion, and 
crulh every writer that had not imbibed their principles, 
would pretend to perfuade Sovereigns that their foie ob- 
jeCt was to obtain that right inherent to them from na- 
ture, * to pqblifh their opinions and fyftems without dan- 
ger or conftraint.* Bahrdt in particular vindicated this 
pretended right, in his publication On the Liberty of the 
Prefs . It contained the fentimenrs of a rank Atheift, 
who wifhed to imbue his reader with all the mod abomi-r 
liable principles of Anarchy and Impiety; the author, ne- 
verthelefs, was extolled by the hebdomadary adepts, and, 
notwithftanding Bah rdt’s vindication of the liberty of the 
prefs, they united all their efforts to crufh every writer 
that dared to aflert an opinion contrary to theirs. 

The ufe which the brotherhood made of this liberty 
at length roufed the attention of fome few fovereigns.— . 

Frederic William, King of Pruflia, alarmed at the pro- 
grefs which thefe impious and feditious writings were 
making, thought it necellary to put a curb on them. He 
publifhed fome new regulations, called the Edifts for Re- 
ligion . This was received by the Illuminees with an au- 
dacity which feemed to denote that they had acquired a 
ftrength fufficient to bid defiance to fovereigns, and both 
the Prince and the EdiCt became the objeCt of their far- 
cafms and moft violent declamations. At length appear- 
ed a work attributed to Bahrdt, that was the acme of in- 
folence, and, through denfion, was alfo called the Edift * ts difcor 
for Religion . The magiftrates ordered to take cogni T tT J 9 
C c ^ 

* Ibid. 
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z-ince of this infult feized on the perfon and papers of 
Bahrdt, and all the neceffary proofs of this coalition and 
of its objedl were acquired. It might feem that the court 
of Berlin would have done well to have imitated the ex- 
ample of that of Bavaria by making them public* but the 
adepts had too powerful agents about the miniftry; and 
numerous arguments were invented for condemning to 
oblivion thefe archives of a new fpecies of confpiracy.— 
All that tranfpired was, that the plan had been really form- 
ed, and that a number of authors, bookfellers, and perfons 
even who could fcarcely have been fufpeefed, had entered 
into the aflbeiation. It is not known how far Weilhaupt 
had contributed pcrfonally to it* but it appears that he 
# twice attended at the head-quarters of the united brethren* 

that he fpent feveral days with Bahrdt* and that the moft 
zealous and adtive of the united brethren were alfo difei- 
ples of W cithaupt. If we are to believe Bahrdt, his fe- 
cret was betrayed by two a/Tociates well worthy of their 
mafter. Thefe were two young libertines, nearly beg- 
gars, but who had the talents and meannefs neceiiary to 
become the derks of his impiety, Notwithftanding the 
pi oofs adduced againit him, he got oft* with a /light im- 
prifonment, and (pent the remainder of his exiftcnce in 
riiltrefs, but without atoning for his vices. He was re- 
duced to keep a cofiee-houfe at Bafiendor/F near Halle* 
where he ended his days as miferably as he had lived.— 
The Illuminees have thought lit to abandon his memo- 
ry to that contempt which his vicious life had entailed up- 
on him* but though they affedted to blu/h at his name, 
they neverthcbfs continued to profccute his plans. 

Its contin- Indeed, at the time of the difeovery of this monftrous 
uation and con f pi racy, it had gained too much ground to be cru/hed 
cefTws 0 " tK fall of its /lift contriver ; and Pruflia, and all Ger- 

" many, Toon became infected with thofe literary foe ie ties 

which were nothing more than a modification of Wei- 
fhaupfs Minervalfchools. Nor was there in a £hort 
time a town or a large village more free from this fpecies 
of literal y focietics that from the Illuminized Lodges * 
and they were all under the direction of the followers of 
the modern Spartacus . 

Bahrdt’s great object was, to place the aftociates and 
other readers under a fort of impoflibility of procuring 
any other writings, or of applying to any other ftudies, 
than thofe of the Sedi* and the precaution it had taken 
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to initiateffb many bookfellers proved a powerful fup- 
port. The confpiracy might have aflumed a new form; 
but it ftill continued aflive, and its effe£ts became more 
perceptible after its difeovery. It was then that the co- 
alition appeared between the bookfellers and the jour- 
nalifts of the Seft to fupprefs all books that counter- 
acted the progrefs of Sedition and Impiety. It was in 
vain for virtuous and pious men to attempt to open the 
eyes of the people ; they could fcarcely find a bookfeller 
or a printer who would fell or print their works ; or if 
any had confented they would endeavor to difguft the au- 
thor by delays, and a hundred other pretexts. Did the 
author undertake to print it at his own expenfe, the work 
was then thrown by in fome obfeure corner of the (hop 
and never expofed to fale, nor would any bookfeller at- 
tempt to fell it ; and the whole work would be fent back 
to the author under pretence that nobody would buy it. 
The very exiftence of fuch works was not mentioned at 
the fairs held in Germany for the fale of books. At other 
times the author was ftrangely betrayed, the printer giv- 
ing up his manuicript to the writers of the SeCt, and the 
refutation (if the moft fcurrilous abufe can deferve that 
name) was advertifed on the back of the book as foon as 
the firftedition made its appearance. Many authors might 
have brought actions againft their printers of a fimilar 
nature to that which Doctor Stark was obliged to bring, 
and demonftrate a fimilar connivance with the Sect and 
breach of truft. 44 At leaft it is an undeniable fa<£t, that 
44 many learned writers made fruitlefs applications to 
44 different bookfellers for publications that had been 
w fupprefled folely becaufe they gave umbrage to the 
44 Illuminees. Their letters were never fo much as an- 
44 fwered; and the very bookfellers who refufcd to fend 
44 thefe books to thofe who applied for them, affected to 
44 defer the fale till the next fairs, as no buyci s were to be 
44 found/* Many others of thelc works had fcarcely lx' n 
delivered to the bookfellers when they were fent back un- 
der the moft opprobrious pretences; and what may fur- 
prife the reader is, that no perfons were (o certain of re- 
ceiving fuch refufals as thofe who molt openly defended 
their Princes. In the very ftates of the King of Pruifia 
it was found impoflible to get this fovereigu’s Sidney 
and his Edifi Jor Religion fold in the common wiy - — 
Scarcely had the author lent a Yew copies to the book id- 
lers when they were all returned to ni:n. But did the 
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Writers of the Se& wifh to publiih the mod fcandalotis 
deputations and the moft fcurrilous abufe againft fove- 
reigns and religion, or againft men in office or of high 
refpeftability, the bookfellers were alert in felling them* 
the journalifts extolled their excellence, and fought nu- 
merous readers for the author.* 

On one hand, the great trade in thefe produ&ions car- 
ried on by the Se£t, With the certainty of felling them to 
the literary dubs; and on the other the great pecuniary 
contributions made by the rich brethren, formed large 
funds for the coalition. To thefe if we add the fums con- 
tributed by the brethren whom the Se£t had ftationed at 
different courts, in the church and ihe councils, either out 
of their own emoluments, or the revenues of the church 
and flate, the reader will eafily conceive how well thefe 
funds fufficed for indemnifying thofe bookfellers who bad 
fuffered Ioffes by reftraining their Commerce to works ap 
proved of by the Areopage. A particular fund was efta- 
blifhed for this purpofe. At the appointed time thebook- 
fcller had but to produce the lift of the works he had fup- 
prefled or rcfufed to fell with the proper proofs, and he re- 
ceived a fum of money fufficient to indemnify him for fuch 
lofTes. The memorials which I have received from Ger- 
many, as well as feveral letters, inform me that this fund 
ftill exifts in that country; and the French Revolution 
has only furnifhed it with many others means of enrich- 
ing itfelf. 

Among the great advantages leaped by the Se£t from 
this plan which had been fo well concerted, we may firft 
obfervc the impoffibility under which authors lay of warn- 
ing the public againft the artifices of Illuminifm. In the 
next place it drew over to their intereft that fwarm of 
writers who, more hungry than honefly are regardlels of 
truth or falfehood, provided they obtain a good price. In 
fhort, it emboldened that multitude of Sophifters, more 
numerous ftill in Germany than they were in France ; Po- 
tts, Hiftorians,and Dramatifts, nearly all of whom court- 
ed the united brotherhood by alfuming the tone of impie- 
ty and anarchy. The moft dangerous device pra&ifed by 
the adepts againft lbciety was the great care with which 

* See Nachrichten voneinem’.grcffen aber unhehtbaren Bun* 
de, the ppendix, Nos- S and 13, arad the Journal of Vienna* 
by Hoffman. % 
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they initiated theMifFerent profeffors of the Proteftant uni- 
verfities, the fchool-mafters, and the tutors of princes.—* 
It is a painful truth, but we mu ft declare it, and on the 
authority of thofe who are beft acquainted with thchifto- 
ry and progrefs Of Illuminifm, that the greater part of the 
universities of the north of Germany were at that time, 
and ftill continue to be, the haunts of 111 uminifm, whence 
its baneful poifons are circulated throughout the neigh- 
boring ftates by the writings and le&ures of fuch men 
as the Profeffors Frederic Cramer, Ehlers, and 
Koppfi.* 

Let not the reader think that the writers of the Catho- 
lic ftates were exempt from the infection. Vienna was 
overrun with zealots who fought to diffufe the principles 
of the Se&. The Chevalier de Born, who (hould have 
contented himfelf with the high rank which he held in 
chymiftry, degraded himfelf in that town by becoming a 
leader of the adepts; and when the Sect was difeovered in 
Bavaria he was fo zealous in the caufe, that he fent back 
his letters of Aflociate of the Academy of Munich, pro- 
tefting that he would have no intercourfe with men who 
had been fo little able to judge of Weifhaupt’s merits. 

Next on the Vienna lift we find the Sieur Sonnen- 
¥ eld, one of thofe writers who in this age are called wits, 
though deftitute of common fenfew He alfo was one of 
the propagators of Illuminifm under the mafk of literary 
lbcieties. I am informed by perfons who attended his 
dubs, and whom he wilhed to initiate, that thefe meet* 
ings began and were held as common academies hold 
theirs: but at the time appointed the fittings broke up, 
when, only the adepts remaining behind, a fccret council 
was held, in which every thing was concerted and plan- 
ned according to the laws of the united brethren. 

A man whofe name would have given great weight to 
the united brethren, had he hearkened to the praiies la- 
viihed on him by the Illuminees at that time,f is the 

* See Hoffman’s Admonition, Se&. iVI, XVII, and XVIII. 

+ It is really laughable to compare the contempt which the 
Illuminees affed for Mr. Hoffman at prefent, with the high en- 
comiums which they pronounced op him before he undertook 
to lay open their impofture, or even with thofe letters (foil of 
compliment on his wit, ftyle, and talents) which they wrote to 
biro fo lately as the year 1790, in hope* of enticing him into 
their party. 
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Profcflor Hoffman, he who fo nobly joined with Zim- 
merman to tear the mafk from thefe impoftors, and has 
ever fince, with his worthy co-adjutor, been the objeft of 
their moft virulent declamations. In the account given 
by Mr. Hoffman himfelf, we find that the Illuminizing 
recruiters followed him as far as Peft in Hungary- On 
the 26th of June, 1788, he received from the twenty-two 
chiefs an invi ration to become a fellow of the literary 
fociety which they had already eftablifhed in that town. 
tt My anfwer (fays he) was, that I hoped they would give 
4C me fome further information refpe&ing thefe focieties, 
44 and then my duty and my prudence would di&ate the 
44 anfwer that I Ihould make. . . . On divers occafions 
44 afterward, they gave me diftant hints as to the fpirit of 
44 their fyftem. They alfo fent me feveral times a lift of 
<c the new members 5 and the fignatureof the twenty-two 
41 authenticated thefe various documents; but it was this 
44 very authentication which made me conceive the horrid 
41 plot that was concealed under this affociation.” 

The reader will eafily conceive, that for a man of his 
merit and probity, this was more than fufficient to make 
him reject the offers of fuch a brotherhood. They had 
already inscribed his name on their regifters, and they 
were obliged to erafe it. Asa proof that he had judged 
rightly of them, he quotes the letter of a virtuous and 
clearfigbtcd ftatefman, who, after having officially examin- 
ed the whole plan of the German Union and its myfte- 
ries, pronounces them to be abominations that would make 
one's hair jland on end! Such are bis exprdfions ! 

Thefe abominations, however, were far from making 
a fimilar impreflion on the other apofties of the Germanic 
Union. Meanwhile VVeifhaupt, a tranquil fpe&ator of 
the progreis of his Uluminifm, Teemed to take no part in 
it. The moft active adepts lived round about him at Go- 
t.a, at Weimar, at Jena, and at Berlin; butonemight-have 
thought him quite indifferent as to their fuccefs. If we 
except the vilits he received from the brethren, a few 
journies that he took, and particularly thole which he had 
made to fee the founder of the Germanic Union, nothing 
could iLpofc againft him as the founder or chief whocon- 
tmu J to direct toe plots of the Sect. But let the reader 
never h fe fight of ins precepts on the art of appearing 
p. ir v dlv iuh ni the midft of thegreateft a&ivity; let him 
iciUu on ihoie menaces which he iffued fix months after 
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his flight from Munich : Let our enemies rejoice . Their 
joy Jhatl foon be changed into farrow . Don't think that 
even in my banijbment IJkall remain idle.* After this, it 
is eafy to judge of his fuppofed nullity in the progrefs of 
his confpiracy. However fecret he may have been in the 
part he was sufting, he could obferve but too well the ap- 
proaching accomplifhment of the prediction he had made 
fo early as the fecond year of his llluminifm, when he 
wrote to his firft adepts, w The great obstacles are over- 
<c come ; you will now fee us proceed with gigantic ftrides.” 
The Se£t had not been in exigence twelve years when 
Germany was overrun with an immenfe number of adepts 
and demi-adepts. It was afTuming a menacing afpeft in 
Holland, in Hungary, and in Italy. One of the adepts 
called Zimmerman, who began by being the chief of a 
Lodge at Manheim, and who loon became as zealous for 
the propagation of the SeCI, as the Famous Zimmerman 
had been to counteract their dark defigns, would often 
brag that he had founded more than a hundred of thofe 
conlpiring clubs known under the name of literary focie^ 
ties, or of Mafonic Lodges, during his career thro' Italy, 
Hungary, and Switzerland. To give the fatal impulfe to 
the world, it now only remained for the SeCl to carry its 
myfteries into a nation powerful and aCtive indeed, but 
unfortunately more fufceptibleof that effervefcence which 
bereaves man of the power of thinking, than of that judg- 
ment which forefees difafters ; to a nation which in its 
ardor and enthufiafm, too eafily forgets that true great- 
nefs is not that courage which bids defiance to danger f for 
the vandals and barbarians can boaft of fuch heroes ;) to 
a nation, in fhort, that has ever been a prey to illufions, 
and which, before it would hearken to the councils of wis- 
dom, might in its firft fury overturn the altar and fhiver 
the fcepter, returning to reafon only in time to weep over 
the ruins, and lament the devaluation of which it had been 
the caufe. 

This defcription unfortunately was too applicable to 
France, which in many refpects might claim the primacy 
among nations, but was too eafily led away by iilufions. 
The fcrutinizing Areopage had fixed its eyes on her, and 
now judged it a convenient time for fending its emifla- 
ries to the banks of the Seine. This will be the proper 

# Letter to Filher, 9th Auguft, 1785. 
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commencement of the fourth Epoch of Illuminifm.-^ 
Now let the reader prepare to contemplate ftates convul- 
fed, citizens butchered, in a word, to ponder over all the 
crimes and di&iter? inherent in the very nature of Revo- 
lutions. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Fourth Epoch of Illuminifm, 

The deputation from TVeiJhaupt' s Illuminees to the Free 
Mafons of Paris . — State of French Mafonry at that 
period \ — Labors and Succejfes of the Deputies . — Co - 
alition of the Confpiring SophiJiers y Mafons^ and Illu- 
minees ^ generating the Jacobins , 

A S early as the year 1782, Pljilo and Spartacus had ^ C p^ ce 
formed the plan of converting the French nation a ' 
to their Syftem of Illuminifm ; but the vivacity and ca-r 
pricious temper of the people, fo difficult to be reftrained, 
made it feem prudent for the two Chiefs at that time not 
to extend their attempts beyond Stralbourg. The ex r 
plofion in France might be premature; its too volatile 
and impetuous people might be unwilling to wait till other 
nations were properly prepared for the grand object ; and 
Weifhaupt, in particular, was not a man to be fatisfied 
with partial or local infurreftions, which might only ferve 
to put other Sovereigns on their guard. The Reader has 
already feen him in lecret, preparing his Adepts, and con- 
triving the concatenation of his correfpondence, in fucha 
manner, that he had but to give the iignal when the fa- 
vorable moment fhould come. On the fatal day ot revo- 
lution, and at the appointed hour, legions of brethren 
were to fpring forth on all fides from their fecret receftes, 
whether Lodges, Academies, or under what other denomi- 
nation foever, from the North to the South, and frbm the 
Eaft to the Weft. All Europe in Ihort was to be revo- 
lutionized at the fame inftant ; all nations were to be hur- 
ried into a 14th of July; and ajl kings were, like Lewis 
the Sixteenth, to awake prifoners in the hands of their 
own fubje£ls. Altars and thrones were fimultaneoufly 
to vanifh from the earth. According to this plan, as has 
juft been obferved, the French were to be thelaft }>eopie 
initiated in the mylferies, as the Chiefs took it for grant-: 
cd, that with their natural impatience they would never 
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battened 
by Mira* 
beau. 


be brought to wait till the explofion could be umverfally 
prepared. 

Already, however, there exited feme adepts in the very 
heart of the kingdom. Some few had been initiated by 
Knigge at the time of the meeting at Willemibaden.— 
During that very year, wc find on the lift of brethren, 
Dietrich, that Mayor of Strafbourg who has fince irv 
Altace rivalled Robefpierre by his cruelties.* Another 
adept of vaft importance to the Se& was the Marquis x>s 
Mirabeau, who was afterwards to become fo famous in 
the revolutionary annals of his country. What ftrange 
infatuation pofleffed the minifters of the moft honeft man 
that ever fwayed a fcej>tre, to entruft this Marquis with 
the intcrefts of their matter at the court of Berlin, well 
knowing (as they did) the monftrous immorality of bis 
private Kfe, is more th$n I fball attempt to explain. One 
might be led to think that it was not deemed fufficient 
that Lewis XVI. had faved him from the fcaffold, but 
his villany was to be lecompenfed by a fecret miffiors 
which feemed to denote the utmoft confidence of his 
fovereign. Mirabeau at Berlin conduced the King’s 
affairs juft as he had formerly done thole of his father and 
mother, fully ready to facrifice all parties and to fall him- 
icll to the hiy;heft bidder. With fuch a difpofitiony he 
could not long avoid the notice of thePrufSan IHuminecsj 
and Nicolai Biefter, Gedike, and Leuch fenring foon be- 
came his conftant companions. At Brunfwick he met 
with Mauvillon, the worthy difciple of Knigge, and 
at that time a Profcffor in the Caroline College. This 
was the man who initiated the profligate Marquis in the 
lad inyflerifS of Illuminifm.f 

Long before his initiation Mirabeau had been acquaint- 
ed with all the revolutionary powers of the Mafonic Lodg- 
es ; nor did he, when initiated, undervalue thofe which 
flowed or might flow from Weifhaupt’s inventive geni- 
us. On his return to France he began to introduce the 
new myfteries among fome of his Mafonic brethren.— 
His firft aflociate was the Abbe Talleyrand de Pe- 
ri gord, who had already begun to act the part of Judas 

* Welt un menfehen Kentnifs, P. i^o. 

f See the Difcourfe of a Matter of a Lodge on the ultimate 
fate of Malbnry; Appendix to this Difcourfe — Important Ad* 
monition by Huffman, Vol. II. Seft. VJI. 6tc. &c. 
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in the firft order of the church. But to have only intro- 
duced the myfteries was not fufficient for the Marquis* 
he would haye teachers come from Germany, who were 
better verfed than he was in the illuminizing arts. Well 
acquainted with the rcafons that had induced the chiefs 
of the Order to defer the converiion of France, he found 
means to convince them, that the time was now come 1 
for the accomplifhment of their views; that the whole * 
nation only waited for their new revolutionary means, to 
burft into an open rebellion, for which they had been fo 
long prepared by other confplrators; and that the lllu- 
tninees might moft certainly turn the fcales. A private 
correfpondence then took place between him and Mau- 
villon ;* but of this a fufficiency has not tranfpired to 
enable the hiftorian to defcribe the intrigues that took 
place on the occafion; certain it is, however, that Mira- 
beau’s plan was adopted by the Areopage; and by a plu- 
rality of votes it was decided, that France ihould be im- 
mediately illuminised. This was an undertaking of too 
great importance to be entrufted to a common adept. — 

The man who, fince the retreat of Spartacus> had been Deputa* 
looked upon as the Chief of the Order, offered bimfelf; l r j° n 
and Am/I*us»BoDE) the worthy fucceffor of both Knigge 
and Weiihaupt, was deputed to the French Lodges, in man y. 
which the illuminization was to commence. Bode re- 
ceived as an aflbciate in this miffion Bayard that other 
pupil of Knigge’s whofe real name was VV illi am B a- 
EON D£ Busche, a Captain in the Dutch fervice, heir 

* It is to this fame Matmlloo that the German writers at- 
tribute the greater part of thofe two works publiihed by Mira- 
beau, under the titles of The Prtijfian Monarchy , and a in bs- 
Spy on the Illumined, Hence the high encomiums pafled on 
Weiihaupt in the former, (Vol. V. Book VII.) and ail the cun- ' 
niog artifice that is obfervable in the latter, which was written 
with no other view than to miflead the public, by profefiing to 
betray the fecrets of the Sedl, without, in truth, Ikying a lingle 
word that could expofe its views; and by leading alhay the 
reader’s attention to far different objects. '1 his device made the 
French believe that they were thoroughly acquainted with II- 
luminifm, though they were fo perteSly ignorant on the fub- 
je3 as to have confounded Weilhaupt’s llluminees with the 
Swedenborgians. The artifice alfo ferved as a cloak under 
which Mirabeau introduced Ilfuminifm into France, at the time 
when he pretended to write againft it. The very appellation of 
Philalete which he gave to his adepts was a trick, as it denot- 
ed the TheofophicaT llluminees, quite another fpecics. 
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to a large fortune, a man of talents, and well verted in all 
that artifice aod low cunning which the Infinuators were 
wont to ftyle prudence and wifdom. This Baron had 
been formerly employed to propagate the plots of the Se£fc 
in thofe very provinces which had a right to expe&from 
him even the facrifice of his life in defence of its laws.* 
The zeal with which he had fulfilled his firft miffion 
feemed to give him a a indifputable title to the honor of 
attending on the Chief of the Order in his journey to 
Paris. 

State of Circumftances could not have been more favorable 
Mafonry than they were at that time for the deputies, nor more 
in France difaftrous for France. The Phiiofophifm of the age had 
‘‘that pe- 0 p era t e d on the Lodges as fully as could be expe&ed, to 
ri * prepare the reign of that Equality and Liberty taught by 
Voltaire and Rofteau, and which only needed the laft 
myfteries of Weifhaupt to convert them into the moft 
abominable impiety and moft abfolute anarchy. A line 
had been drawn net ween the degrees of ancient and of 
modern Mafonry. The former with the puerile paftimes, 
and obfeure fymbols, were left to the commonalty of the 
Brethren. The latter, ftyled philofophical, comprehend* 
ed thofe which I have defer ibed under the titles of Knights 
of the Sun , the higher Rof crucians, and the Knights Ka - 
dofeh . At the head of all thefe focieties (whether ancient 
or modern) were three Lodges at Paris, particularly re* 
markable tor the authority which they exercifed over the 
reft of the Order, and for the influence that they poftefied 
over the opinions of the Brethren. 

The The firft of thefe, The Grand Orient , was rather s 

Grand re-union of all the regular Lodges of the kingdom ( r/* 
*r*p E ^ T prefented by their deputies) than a Lodge. It might be 
0 ans * called a fort of Mafonic Parliament fubdivided into four 
Committees, which, when united, formed the Grand 
Council or Lodge, where all the affairs of the Order were 
definitively determined , The Committees were fub-di- 
vided into that of Admin ijlrati on of Paris, of the Pro- 
vinces, and of the Degrees . Of all thefe, the latter was 
the mainfpring and the moft impenetrable i for no vifitors 
were admitted to it, as they were to the three others, to 
the ordinary meetings of which all Matters or Kenerabla 
of Lodges had free accefs. 

* Original Writings, and Philo’s Berichte, 6. 
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Three great Officers of the order were attached to this 
Mafonic Parliament; to wit, the Grand Mafter , the 
General Adminiftrator , and the Great Confervator „ His 
mod Serene Highnefs Brotber-Pbilip of Orleans, firfl 
Prince of the blood* was Grand Mafter at the time when 
the Illuminces arrived in Paris. The two other offices 
were filled by perfons of the firft diftinCtion ; but their 
characters are fuch, that they will ever ftand i neon tella- 
ble proofs of what I have already afferted, that even in the 
very higheft degrees of the Order, there were modified 
myfteries for thofe who, by their rank, were to ferve as a 
protection for its plots without even furmifing their ten- 
dency.* 

Such, however, was not the cafe with Philip of Or- 
leans. His rank of Grand Mafter, his impiety, anJ in- 
fatiable thirft for vengeance, fufficientiy demonftrated to 
the Illuminizing Millenaries how well he was qualified 
and how far prepared to fecond their defigus in the mul- 
titude of Lodges that recognized him as Grand Mafter. 
So early as the year 1787 we find that France contained 
(as may be feen in the ftatement of its correfpondence) 
two hundred and eighty-two towns, in which were to be 
found regular Lodges under the direction of the Grand 
Mafter. In Paris alone there exifted eighty-one ; fixteen 
at Lyons, feven at Bourdeaux, five at Nantes, fix at Mar- 
feilles, ten at Montpellier, ten at Touloufe; in fhort, in 
almoft every town the Lodges were in pretty juft ratio to 
the population. Indeed it would feem that even this vaft 
empire over French Mafonry was not fufficient for the 
Grand Orient, as by the fame ftatement we find the 
Grand Mafter iffuing out his inftruCtions to the Lodges 
of Chambery in Savoy, of Locle in Switzerland, of Brux- 
elles in Brabant, of Cologne, Liege and Spa in Weft- 
phalia, of Leopold and Warfew in Poland, of Mofcow 
in Ruffia, of Portfmouth in Virginia, of Fort Royal in 
Grenada, and in fhort to Lodges in all the French Colo- 
nies. Thus did Philip of Orleans and his Grand Orient 
enfure to the Illuminecs as powerful an alliance as that 
formerly made by Knigge with the German Lodges un- 
tler the diredion of Weifhaupt.f 4 


* See the Alphabetical Statement of the Correfpondence of 
the Lodges of the G. O. of France. 

f Ibid. Art. Foreign States. 
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Subjcft to the Grand Orient we next find at Paris a 
Lodge called Les Amis Reunis (or United Friends), 
which was more particularly charged with all Foreign 
Coirefpondcnce. The famous Revolution^ Sav alette 
de Lange, was one of its leading members. This adept 
held under government the office of Gardt iu Trefor 
Royal \ that is to fay, he enjoyed that confidence to which 
none but the moft faithful fubjedt could be entitled $ yet 
at that very time was he engaged in the various plots and 
myfteries of all the different Se&s. In order to form an 
union of them all, he had introduced into his Lodge the 
different fyftems of the Sophifters, of the Martinifts and 
of the other Mafons ; and, the more to impofe on the 
Public, he alfo introduced all the luxuries and arnufements 
of the Great. Concerts and balls made Brethren of high 
rank flock to his Lodge, and they came with the moft 
brilliant equipages. Soldiers flood fentry in the avenues* 
that the multitude of carriages might not occafion di (or- 
der; indeed a ftanger might have thought that it was un- 
der the aufpices of the King himfeif that thefe balls were 
given. The Lodge was resplendent, as the more wealthy 
Mafons contributed to the expenfes of the Orcheftra, 
lights, refrefhments, and, in fhort, of all thofe diverfions 
which appeared to be the foie objeft of their union. But 
while the Brethren were dancing with their female adepts, 
or were chaunting in the common Lodge-room the fweets 
of Equality and Liberty, they little fulpefted that a Se - 
crel Committee held its fittings over their heads, and were 
employed in preparing the means for diffufmg that Equal- 
ity and Liberty over all ranks and conditions, from the 
palace to the cot. 

It was actually over the common Lodge-room that the 
Committee held its.fittings under thetide of the Secret Com- 
mittee of United Friends , whofe grand adepts were two men 
equally famous in the myfteries at Lyons and at Paris.— 
Thefe were WiLLERMOzand Ch APPEdelaHENRiERE. 
During the whole time of the feftivity two tylers, with 
drawn fwords, flood, one at the bottom of the flair-cafe* 
the other near the upper door, to defend the entrance of 
the new Sanctuary, where were kept the archives of the 
Secret Correspondence. Even the man to whom all the 
packets from the Brethren of Germany or Italy were di- 
rected, was not permitted to pals beyond the threlholdof 
the door. Me was unacquainted with the cypher of the 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL PART. 


21 $ 


Correfpondence * his duty was merely to carry the pack- 
ets to the door of the Committee j* Savalette de Lange 
came to receive them* and the.fccret never tranfpired be- 
yond the walls of the Committee. The Reader may ea* 
iily conceive the nature of this Correfpondence, and of 
the Councils held in confequence of it, when he is inform* 
ed, that to gain admittance into this Secret Committee, 
it was not fuf&cient to have been initiated in all the de* 
grees of ancient Mafonry, but it was neceffary to be a > 
Majler of all the Philofophical Degrees y that is to fay, 
to have fworn hatred to Chrijlianity with the Knights of 
the Sun, and hatred to every worjhipy and to all Kings 
with the Knights Kadofch* 

There exifted other lurking haunts of rebellion, left The # 
known, but (till more formidable } fuen as that in the Rue &&& 
de la 8ourdiere y where the Brethren of Avignon, pupils j a g 0U8r 
of Swedenborg and St. Martin, came to mingle their dure. 
myfteries with thofe of the Roficrudans and other Ma* 
fons both ancient and fophifticated. In public, under the 
difguife of quacks and vi(ionary ghoft-raifers, thefe new 
adepts fpoke of nothing but their powers of evoking fpi* 
rits, raifing and interrogating the dead, and a hundred 
other phenomena of a fimilar nature. But in the dark re* 
ceffes of their Lodges, thefe new law-givers were falter- 
ing plots pearly of the fame tendency as thofe of W eifhaupt, 
but more atrocious in their conftru&Lorw I have alrea- 
dy expofed their disorganizing myfteries in treating of 
Swedenborg and St. Martin. I fcarcely dared to credit 
the horrid trials and abominable oaths laid by feveral wri- 
ters to be exacted from the adepts. I could wifh to have 
fpoken of them on the authority only of the adepts them* 


# I was informed by one of the Brethren who for a long time 
was the carrier of thefe difpatches, that, after fome time, wirti- 
iog to become a Member of the Committee, he was induced to 
jget himfelf initiated in thefe degrees; but that he forbore do- 
ing it, becaufe an engagement jor life nvaj required^ and aljh an 
annual contribution of fix hundred livrest (% $1) He aim in- 
formed me, that each Brother paid afimilar contribution, and 
that the whole management of thefe Funds was left to the Bro- 
ther Savalette, who never gave in any accounts. This was a 
Fuod to be added to the many means of cortuption already in 
the pofTdHoo of the adepts of the Occult Lodges. Who can 
fay how far thefe refources were extended in the hands of a 
mao who had the care of the Tr$for Royal * The Confpirators 
very well knew how to chufe both their men and their places. 
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felves or of the Code; but thofe with whom I have as 
yet been acquainted, had only been initiated in part of the 
myfteries ; yet by what they had learned, it will not be 
difficult for the reader to form a judgment of the remain- 
der. 

It is an inconteftible fa& to begin with, that Sweden- 
borg’s Ilhiminees, ftyled in France the Martinifts, and 
alfo calling themlelves the beneficent Knights , had their 
travelling adepts after the manner of the Uluminees of 
Weifhaupt. It is alfo certain that the pretended Phi - 
laletes , or lovers of truth, had formed a code of laws for 
thcmfclves, had organized focieties, and, like Weifhaupt, 
had intruded them into the Mafonic Lodges, there to 
fearch after men who might be difpofed to receive their 
myfteries, and adopt their new degrees. Among the lat- 
ter was one called the Knights of the Phoenix . A Knight 
of this degree giving himfelf out for a Saxon, and a Ba- 
ron of the Holy Roman Empire, poffefled of the molt 
pompous certificates from feveral Princes of Germany, 
came to exercife his Apoftlefhip in F ranee a very few 
years before the late Revolution.* After having fpent 
fome time in a central town, vifited the Lodges, and ob- 
ferved the Brethren, he thought that he had difcovered 
three worthy of being initiated in the higher fciences.— 
The Venerable or Maftcr of the Lodge, in who fe words 
we fhall relate the ftory, was one of thefe worthies. 44 All 
44 things agreed on, (laid the Venerable) we three waited 
44 on our Illuminee, ardent to be initiated in the new mys- 
* c ries which he had promiild. 

<c As he could not fubjefl us to the ordinary trials, he 
* 4 difpenfed with them as much as lay in his power. In 
44 the middle of his apartment he had prepared a chaffing- 
14 difh and a brafier full of fire ; on his table were various 
u fymbols, and among others a Phoenix cncompafTed by a 
44 berpent with its tail in its mouth, forming a circle.— 
<c The explanation of the myfteries began by that of the 
<4 brafier and other fymbols. 4 This brafier ( (aid he) is 
44 here to teach you, that fire is the principle of all things ; 
44 that it is the great agent Of nature, and imparts action 

* I could have named this man, as he is mentioned in my 
manufeript Memoirs as a PkilaUte Illuminee very famous in 
Pruilia. Hut the perfon whom the reader will obferve (o irdig- 
nant at thefe myfteries is at preient in France; prudence, there- 
fore, on his account, forbids me to mention names. 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL PART. 


3*7 


f 4 to bodies. That man receives from that agent life, 
f 4 with the power of thinking and of a&ing.’ Such was 
& the tenor of his firft ldlbn. Our llluminee then pro- 
44 ceeded to explain the other fymbols . — 4 This ferpent 
f 4 forming a circle (fays he) is the emblem of the Eterni - 
44 ty of the World, which, like this ferpent, has neither 
44 beginning nor end. The ferpent, you may alfo know, 
44 has the property pf annually renovating its (kin; this 
* c will figure to you the revolutions of the univerfe, and 
* 4 of nature, which appears to weaken and even toperifii 
* 4 at certain epochs, but which, in the immenfity of ages, 
44 only grows old to become young again, and to prepare 
44 for new revolutions. This Phoenix is a ftill more na-r 
44 tural expofition of the fucceflion and perpetuation of 
* c thefe phenomena. Mythology has reprefented this bird 
44 as re-vivifying from its own afhes, only to (how how 
<c the univerfe is reproduced* and wjll continue to be fo, 
44 from itfelf.’ 

44 Thus far the Illuminizing Baron had taught us, un- 
44 der the common promife of fecrecy, when on a fudden 
44 lie flopped and informed us, that he could not proceed 
44 any farther without previoufly exa&ing an oath, the 
44 formula of which he read to us to fee whether we were 
44 difpofed to take it. We all fhuddered at hearing it. — 
44 The exabt words I do not pretend to ftate; but it was 
44 a promife, in the moft execrable terms, to obey the 
44 chiefs of his Illumimfin. We endeavored to conceal our 
tc indignation, that we might hear to what lengths he 
44 would proceed j he then came to the promife o (renoun- 
44 cing and abjuring the mojl fa (red ties, thoje of citizen, 
44 of fubjeft, of one’s jatnily, oj father , mothei ,fricAd, chi l- 
44 dren , hujband . At thefe words one of the three, unable 
44 to endure it any longer, fallied forth from the room, re- 
44 turned with a drawn fword in his hand, and ran at 
4 f the Illuminizing Baron in a moft violent rage. We 
44 were happy enough to flop and hold him until he had 
44 recovered his fei)fes a little. Then, however, our col- 
44 league burft into the moft violent palTion, abufing the 
44 Baron for a rafeal, and telling him, that if he were pot 
44 out of the town in twenty-four hours he would have 
44 him taken up and hanged.” The reader will readily 
foppofc that the Baron made the beft of his way out of the 
place. 

Another affair that will throw fome light on this mon- 
E e 
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ftrous Seft took place at Vienna. A young man of high 
birth, and who has fignalized himfelf by his bravery du- 
ring this war, felt an impulfe, like many others of his age, 
to become a Free-mafon. His Lodge, though he knew 
it not, was one of thofe under the direction of the feme 
fpecies of Illuminees. He had often been made the bearer 
of letters which he ftronglv fufpefted. At length he de- 
termined not to deliver them, under pretence that he had 
not found the perfons at home to whom they were direct- 
ed, but jn faft becaufe he did not wi(h to be made the in- 
ftrument of treafon. Curiofity, however, getting the bet- 
ter of him, he (till continued to folicit admiffion to die 
higher degrees* At length his initiation^ was fixed for the 
next day, when he received a letter demanding an imme- 
diate interview, and written in the moft pre/fing ftyle.— 
When he came to the place appointed he found an adept 
the former friend of his father. 44 1 am now taking fuch 
44 a ftep (laid he), that the leaft indiferetion on your part 
44 will certainly coft me my life } but I thought Uiyfelf 
44 bound to it inconfequenceof the friendfhip which your 
44 father always (hcwecS me and the regard that 1 have per- 
44 fonally for yourfelf. I am a loft man if you do not keep 
44 my fecrct; but on the other hand, you are forever un- 
44 done if you prefent yourfelf at the Lodge to receive the 
44 degree for which you have been (eliciting. I know you 
44 too well to think that you would take the oath which 
44 will be propofed to you: You cannot diflemble} and 
44 ftill lefs will you be able to think or aft as they would 
44 wifh to make you. Horror will betray you, and then 
44 all will be over with you. Y ou are already on the black 
44 list os fttfpefted . Knowing you as I do, I can aflure 
44 you that ou will foon be on the R*d y or blood list 
44 ( blade lijl ) ; and then never flatter yourfelf with a hope 
44 to efcape the poifons or the aflaflins of the Seft.*' This 
youth’s refolution was not to be fubdued by fear. Before 
he would acquicfce, he w:(hcd at leaft to be made acquaint- 
ed with fome of thofe terrible engagements in which he 
was to bind himfelf, and which he would not be able to 
keep. His friend then explained the oath that would be 
required, and he found it to be no other than the utter re- 
nunciation of all the moft (acred ties of Religion, of foci- 
ety, and of nature ; and a vow to recognise no other law 
than the commands of his llluminizing Superiors. He 
(huddered at hearing of fuch bonds $ he found means of 
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deferring his initiation, and abandoned the Lodges entire- 
ly before it was too latew Since the Revolution, circum- 
ftances have induced this Gentleman to leave the Auftri- 
an fervice and engage in the Englilh ; but it was from his 
own mouth that I learned how much he feared that his 
friend had been put on the Red Lift for the friendly fer- 
vice he had rendered him. Certain it is, that he heard 
of his death a fhort time after this interview had taken 
place. 

The reader will naturally wilh to return to our Bava- 
rian Illumixaees ; but that he may better underftand what 
was and what ought to be the effe& of their million, I 
muft ftrft describe the compolition of the Lodge in which 
they were to be received; and for that purpofe, I muft 
again iafift on thofe ISuminees fo well known in France 
under the name of Tbeofopbes . Let us compare the 
above-mentioned black lift and blood list with an an- 
ecdote that indeed 1 could never credit until I was at 
length informed of the circumftances by men who were 
perfc&ly well acquainted with them. Every body knew T he 
that the large manlion of Ermenonville, belonging to ** 
Mr. Gerardin, and fituated about thirty miles from Paris, v j[j^ en ° D 
was a principal haunt of Iliuminifm. It is aifo well known, 
that there, at the tomb of Jean Jaques Roufleau, under 
pretence of regenerating man and reftoring him to the 
age of nature, the moft horrible diflblutenefs of morals 
was prafiifed. The famous impoftor Saint Germain 
prefided over thefe myfteries ; he was the God of them, 
and he abb had his blood lift.* The Chevalier de Les- 
cure fell a fatal victim to it. He wifhed to withdraw 
from this horrid fociety; perhaps even to difeover its 
abominations. Poifon was mingled with his drink, and 
he was not a ftranger to the caufe of his death. Before 
be expired he pofitively declared to the Marquis de 
Montroi, a general officer, that he fell a vi&*m to this 
infambus crew ofllluminees.* 

# Nothing eta equal the profligacy of morals that raged a- 
moag thefe inhabitants of Ermenonville. Every woman admit- 
ted to the mvfteries became common to rhe Brotherhood. — 
f hat which at. Germain had chofen for himfelf was called the 
Virgin ; (he alone had the privilege of not being delivered over 
m chance, or to the commands of thefe true Adamites, unlefs 
St. Germain thought proper to confer the title of V rgiu on 
fome other woman. This vile impoftor, more adroit than Cag- 
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Having afcertained thefe fads, I {hall no longer hefi-» 
tate to confider as fo many hiftorical truths, firft, all the 
oaths and wilhes for the deftru&ion of the Altar and the 
Throne 5 fecondly, all thofe doctrines fo exactly coinci* 
ding with what has been already extra&ed from the works 
of the 9e£t ; and, laftly, all thofe abominable oaths and 
horrid trials defcribed by a multitude of authors. Nor 
(hall I be guilty of any calumny when I declare, that the 
foie difference between this Se& and YVeifhaupt’s lies in 
the ceremonial. Atheifm is as precifely the ultimate ob- 
ject of their theofophy, as it is of YVeifhaupt’s myfteries. 
Neither will allow, that a man of nature can be bound by 
the laws of fociety ; both declare that lovereigns are no- 
thing more than tyrants; and both agree, that all means 
of annihilating Priefts, Kings, Altars, and Laws, (howe- 
evcr atrocious they may be in themfelves) become meri- 
torious and noble when directed to that end. But they 
excel even the modern Spartacus in their arts for kind- 
ling and inflaming the zeal of their affaffins and parricides* 
That the means of the former are not to be compared 
with thofe of the latter, let the reader decide on the fol- 
lowing ftatement. 

W hen one of thofe unfortunate men who have been 
led away by the Se& into all the illuflons of their vifions, 
wilhes to be initiated into the art of prodigies, the fci- 
ence of fciences, in fliort into the laft fecrets of the adepts, 
the propofition is made to him to confummate his devo- 
tion to the fuperiors who are entrufted with tbefe feien- 
ccs. This will be a new contra<3, and will make him 

lioftro, had a&ually perfuaded his adepts that he was in pos- 
feifion of an Elixir of Immortality ; that he had gone through 
feveral changes by means of the metempfyehofis; that he had 
already died three times, but that he would die no more; that 
fince his laft change he had lived fifteen hundred years: — Aod 
there were dupes who, too wife to credit . the eternal truths 
taught by a God-made-man, firmly believed in this raetemp- 
fychofis and in the fifteen hundred years of their God St. Ger- 
main ! ! — Neither did they know that that period of time was 
no mnre than an ailnfion to the Mafonic degrees. According to 
the Mafonic fittion, an Apprentice is three years old, a Fellow* 
Craft five, and a Matter feven. This age goes on in fuch an in- 
creafing ratio in certain degrees, that a Scotch Knight is laid 
to be five hundred years old . When a Mafon therefore comes 
and fays, J am fo many years oM> it is no more than ikying I 
am of fiu h a degree. (See Gefchickte der unbekanten onthi 
Scutch Degrees.) 
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the blind inftrutncnt of all the plots into which he wiU 
foon be plunged. On the day appointed for his initiation 
he is led through dark windings to the den of trials. In 
this cavern the image ot death, the mechanifm of fpe&res, 
potions of blood, fepulchral lamps, fubterraneous voices, 
every thing, in fhort, that Can affright the imagination, 
and fucceffively hurry him from terror to enthufiafm, is 
put in action, untiLat length,, worn out by fright, fatigue, 
hope, or enthufiafm, the candidate is fo perfectly deprived 
of his reafon, that he cannot help following any impulfe 
that he may receive. Then it is that the voice of the 
invifible Hierophant burfts forth fr6m this abyfs, makes 
the vaults refound with its menaces, and prefcribes the 
following execrable oath, which the. Candidate repeats af- 
ter him: •' 

w I here break all the ties of the flefh that bind me to 
father, mother, brothers, filters, wife, relations, friends, 
** miftrejfes , kings, chiefs, benefa&or$ j in fhort, to every 
u perfon to whom I have promifed faith, obedience, gra- 
tc tude, or fervice.” 

4C I fwear to reveal to the new chief whotp I acknow- 
<4 ledge every thing that I fhall have feen, done, read, heard, 
44 learned, or difeovered; and even to feek after .and fpy 
44 into things that might otherwife efcape my notice* I 
44 fwear to revere the Aqua Topbana y as a certain, prompt, 
44 and ueceflary means of ridding the earth by the death or 
44 ftupefa&ion of thofe who r.evile the truth, or feek to 
u wreft it from my hands.’’* 

Scarcely has the candidate pronounced this oath when 
the fame yoice informs him* that from that inftant he is 
releafed from all other oaths that he had taken either to his 
country or to the laws . cc Ely (it fays) the temptation of 
44 ever revealing what you have j uft heard ; for light- 
44 ning is not more inftantaneous than the dagger that 
u fhall reach you in whatever par* of the world you may 
44 be ” 

Thus did this atrocious Se& form its adepts. Spring- 
ing from the delirious reveries of a Swedenborg, it tra- 
vels from England to Avignon, Lyons, and Paris. In 
this latter town, and as early as the year 1781, a club of 
this fpecies of Illuminees (to the number of 125 or 130) 

# See the Red Lodge unveiled, Page u,and the Hi (lory of 
the Affaffination of GuRavus HI. King of Sweden, Se&. 4. 
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had formed ttfelf, holding its fittijigs in the above men- 
tioned Rue de la Sourdiere. Savalette de Lange, the 
fame man whom we have feen fo immerfed in the corres- 
pondence of the Committee of the Amis Reunis, prefided 
over this club* The famous Count St. Germain often 
held meetings at this fame Lodge. Cagliost&o was 
invited to it by a fpecial deputation for the purpofe. Hi- 
therto this man’s myfterics had only been thofe of an iittr- 
poftor ; but here he foon learned to be a confpir&tor, It 
was from this Lodge that he derived that knowledge of 
the revolution which he pretended to foretel in a fort of 
prophetic cant when he made his appearance in London 
after he had been liberated from the Baftille. It was 
thence that he received bis millions for Rome, where 
he was to fow the feeds of Revolution. One of the A * 
depts that had been deputed to him was a Mr. Raymond, 
who had been rhe mafter of the Poft-office at Bcfancon* 
He was an enthufiaft, and his imagination was bewilder- 
ed with Swedenborg’s viftons. F rom him the knowledge 
was derived of this Lodge having had a hundred and thir- 
ty refident members at Paris, and more than a hundred 
and fifty travelling members or correfpondetrts in differ- 
ent, parts of the Globes that, after the example of Hol- 
huch’s club, they had their compilers and printers who 
yrcrc circulating their revolutionary poifons among alt 
riaifes of the people.* In the perfon of Dietrich, Se- 
cretary; to the Lodge, we find every fpecies of Illuminifm. 

• Condorcet alfo was a member > he who needed only 
to be made acquainted with YV eifhaupt’s plots to belong 
toi every confpiring Se&$ though it is not certain, that 
Dietrich had not already put him in dire& correfpondence 
with the modern Spartanis*—* Let the reader mark well 
of what perfons this Lodge Was Compofed. We flial! 
have occafion to advert to it again for the ilhiftration of 
many a fartguinary feene. In die mean tune let us take a 
view of other mafonic haunts, that we may difeover all 

* I have been informed of ati thefe drcumflanees by a man 
wb was fora long time connected with the Poftmafter Ray- 
tnonr), bin who refilled til his arts of fedoftion. I his fame 
peilons. on whom I can perfectly rely* alio informed me, that 
he had Iren the minutes of the Lodge, which were regularly 
piint-.\l by Clcrtzisr in the Raj de Sorbonnc ; but that they were 
lb overloa !cd with.//y»/ and hieroglyphics, that it was impoffi- 
b!e for any but the a Jepts to read them. 
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thefe different Sefls, the harbingers of fuch horrors, uni- 
ting ajid combining into one hideous mafs of confpirators 
under the difaftrous name of Jacobins. 

Befide the lodges that I have already named, there ex- 
ifted two others in Paris, the more remarkable as they 
fhew how the confpirators would as it were dafc them- 
felves according to the degree of error they had adopted, 
or the views that had prompted them to engage in the 
general confpiracy. One of thefe Lodges was called the 
Nine Sijiers4 This was the re-union of the Mafonic 
brethren who ftyled themfelves Philofophers. The other 
was named the Lodge of Candor , and was chiefiy compo- 
fcd of thofe Mafons who in the world held a high rank 
and bore titles of nobility, while in the Lodges they trai* 
teroufly confpired againft Nobility, and more particularly 
againft the monarchy and againft religion. 

The unfortunate Duke de la Rochefoucaulty at once 
the dupe and prote&or of the Sophifters, belonged to the 
Lodge of the Nine Sifters, Paftoret was the Mafter of The 
it, he who in public appeared to facrifice to rank and ^ Nina 
riches, and even to court religion; but whofe revolu- sifters, 
tionary career would have caufed lefs furprize had the ac- 
tive part he had taken in the dark recedes of this Lodge 
been more generally known. The name of Condor cet al- 
fo appears here, as it docs in every haunt of rebellion.— 
Together with him we find a long lift of all the Sophifters 
of the day, fuch as Brijfot, Garaty the commander Dolo- 
mieu , Lacepede , Bailly , Camille Defmoulinsy Cerutti , Four- 
croi , D ant on , Milling Lalande , bonne , Chateau , Randan , 

Chenier , Mercier> Gudin , La Metherie , and the Mar- 
quis de la Salle y who not finding the Lodge of the Social 
Contract fufficiently philofophized, h^d come over to 
Condorcet. There was alfo Champforty who never could 
think that the revolution of Equality and Liberty advan^ 
ced with fufficient rapidity, till at length fettered in its 
chains, he could find no other refourcein his Philofophifm 
than fuicide. ; Among the apoftate clergy that had Hocked 
thither, we find Noel y P ingrey and MuloU The two lat- 
ter, together with Lalande y were alfo members of the Se- 
cret Committee of the Grand Orient . Dom Gerlesy in 
company with Rahaud de St . \Etienne and Petiotiy came 
and joined the Lodge of the Nine Sifters in the early 
time of the Revolution. Fauehet took his ftation at the 
Bouche de Fer y with Goupil de Prefeln and Bonneville » 
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As to Sycyes , the moft zealous of this brotherhood and of 
the whole revolutionary crew, he had formed a new Lodge 
at the Palais Royal> called the Club of the Twenty-two^ 
and compofed of the chofen of the Ele&. 

Such perfons as with to form a more precife idea of the 
revolutionary fpirit that predominated in this Lodge, need 
only to confult thofe works publifhed by its members, 
when the court, at the inftigation of Necker, imprudent* 
ly invited all the Sophifters to lay before the public their 
views on the compolition of the States General. A work 
of this nature, written by La Metherie, being read at the 
hotel, and in pretence of the Duke de la Rochefoucault, 
a French nobleman, who has fince mentioned it to me, 
ventured to foy, that the pofttians laid down in that work 
were derogatory to the rights of the fovereign and to re- 
ligion. 4 IVell > (faid the duke, a mere dupe of his Sophis- 
4 ters), either the court will admit of thefe plans , and 
4 then we jhall be able to arrange matters as we pleafe\ or 
4 elffy the court will rejett them , and in tbdtcafe we mvjt 
4 do zuithout a king' Such, indeed, was the opinion ge- 
nerally entertained and declared by the fophifticated Ma- 
fons, fuch as Badly, Gudin, La Metherie, Dupont, &c.* 
They wiflied to eftabiifh a king fubjedled to all their the- 
ory of Equality, Liberty, and Sovereignty of the people; 
but it was only through them that the people were to dic- 
tate the laws; and fome of thefe fii-difant fages wished to 
annihilate royalty entirely. Several ot them, fuch as Bris-r 
fot and his fa&ion, already (hewed difpofitions to reject 
all terms with the throne; and reviling it was only the 
prelude to its utter itibverfion, 

There was another fet of brethren, who frequented the 
Loge de la Candour \ but, following other plans, they 
(ought to combine their ambition with the Mafonic E- 
quality and Liberty. There did La Fayette , the difciple 
of Syeycs, lifping tnc Rights of Man % and already avert- 
ing that infur red ion was a mofl f acred duty , dream that 
he was the rival of the immortal Wafhington. The Bro- 
thers Lametb, furnamed the nngratejul> Hocked thither to 
punifh the court for the favors conferred on them; fodid 
the Marquis de Montcfquiou , Aioreton de Chabrillant , 
and Cuflincs , in hopes ot revenge for having been flight- 

* See the account given of their works in Vol. II. of thefe 
Meiuoiis. 
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id by that dime court Here alio were (bated many agents 
of Philip D ’Orleans, fuch as his councilor La Clos , his 
chancellor La Touche , SilUry the vileft of (laves, and 
f)'Aiguilion the mod hideous of mummers.* Thither 
alfo had refortcd the Maquis de Lufignan and the Prince 
of Broglioy vyhofe youth was about to tarni(h the glory of 
a name that deferved a better fate. The Phyfician Guil- 
lotin is the only brother that I can find in this Lodge who 
did not bear a title. He foon felt tbe efFe&s of its pow- 
er, when cited before the Parliament to anfwer for a fedi- 
tious publication; he beheld thousands of adepts docking 
in on all (ides and threatening the magiftrates, who might 
£4w plainly, perceive that it was too late to contend againft 
the federated bands of Mafonry, 

Such was the ftate of the Lodges, and of the moil re- 
markable Brethren at Paris, when the Deputies of Illu- 
mmifin arrived from Germany. Mbft authors make them 
alight at the Lodge of the Contrat Social ', Rue Coq-heron . Lodge 0 f 
J tear that I have myfelf prepared my readers for a fimi- the Con - 
Jar error, when fpeaking (in Vol. II. Chap. XIII. jbfthefe trat 6V 
Memoirs) .of a Lodge eftabliflied in that fame ilreet. I cta ^ 
recoiled!, however, that I particularly mentioned them to 
be the Sophifters adherent to the Duke de la Rochefou- 
jcault; and none of thofe belonged to the Contrat Social. 

Tnough I may have miftaken the ftreet in which they 
alfembled, 1 was not in any error with refpedt to the per- 
fons qf the Confpirators, The better to diftinguifh them, 
and that I might not confound them with another fpecies 
pf Mafons, I made the ftridteft inquiries. Among other 
documents, I procured a very numerous lift of the Bre- 
thren of the Social Confrafi.f I therein found men who 
pre well known for their ’attachment to royalty, and not 
A Angle one who had diftinguifhed himfelf by his seal for 


* All Paps was acquainted with his accoutrements and 
remembers the hideous figure that he cut on the 5th and 6th of 
October, 1789, in the midft of the Poiflards at VerfatiJes. 

f I ihouid have given this lift, but that I could not fuppofe 
that fo many Dukes, Marquifles, and Barons, would like to fee 
•their names made public Befides, I am not writing thehiftory 
of the dupes, but of the conipiring Brethren. — I think it, how- 
ever, proper to obferve, that when the federation, of which I 
am about tofpeak, was undertaken, they, (by the advice of the 
queen ) admitted feveral members of alefs ariftocratic turn, left 
UMur Lodge Ihouid be fufpedted of ariftocracy. 


■ ^ 
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the revolution. I alfo found diet this error (fo fcandafi- 
zing to the Social Contrail) originated in a work called 
Les Mafques Arracbes published under the feigned name 
of Jaques Le Sueur , which is nothing but a fcurrilouc 
libel on perfons of the higheft readability. This au- 
thor transforms men whom l have known to be the mod 
-violent enemies to the revolution 1 into the moft zealous* 
abettors of it. He aTfo makes the Duke de h Rochefou- 
cault, the Abbe Fauchet, Bailly, and La Fayette, mem* 
bers of the Social Contrail , though they never belonged 
to it. He places it under the direction of the Grand Mas- 
ter Philip of Orleans, whereas it never filiated from any 
Lodge but that of Edinburgh. He paints the ve nerable 
Cardinal of Malincs in the falfeft colors, as will evidently 
.appear to every perfon who is acquainted with his high 
reputation for virtue and wifdom. On the whole I do 
not think that this fuppofed Le Sueur can be quoted as 
an authority in any thing, except in what he lays on the 
reception of the Pbilalete Illuminees\ and even there be 
is mod abominable in his perfonalitics, and pretends to 
have been an a&or in the feene when he is but the plagi- 
. ary copy i ft of Mirabeau. 

I have befides acquired a certainty that Weifhaupt's 
cmiflaries could not have applied to men more inimical 
to his fyftems, whether Mafonic or Anarchical, than the 
members of the Social Contrail , as by their orders the 
famous work written by Bonneville, Bode*s great friend, 
was burnt in open Lodge* In (hort, I have in my pos- 
feffion the original letter (or, in Mafonic language, the 
flanche trade) written by a man with whom I was ac- 
quainted, and on the formal deliberation of the Social 
Contrail tranfmitted to feveral other lodges, to engage 
them to join in a federation for the fupport of Louis XVL 
againft the Jacobins. It is true, that the royalift brethren 
of this Lodge were the complete dupes of this proje&cd 
federation, for they invited the Lodges to form an union 
for the maintaining of the King according to the confti- 
tution of 1789. Louis XVI. who really wifhed to keep 
the oath that had been forced from him to be true to the 
conili tution, was very well pleafed with the lift of the fe- 
derated Mafons; but Mr. de La Porte, then minifter, 
was of a different opinion. When he faw the circular 
1 Utter , and the number of perfons who had fubferibed it* 

he laid, “ It is impoftible that thefe perfons can be other 
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* than conftitutionalifts, or that they can ever become 
14 ftaunch royalifts.”— 1 “ Let us begin (rejoined the agents 
<( of the Social Contra&) by maintains the king in his 

* prefent Hate, and we will afterwards find means of re- 
“cftablifhing the true Monarchy.” This anfwer may ferve 
as a vindication for the members of the Social Contra ft; 
but their good intentions did not make their delufion the 
lefs complete. In the firft place, they might have feen, 
but they did not fee, that the greater number of thofe who . 
had figned the letter were men who wi(hed to continue 
to enjoy their Equality and Liberty under a King redu- 
ced to the condition of a mere Doge to the fovercign and 
legiflativc people; and that La Fayette, Bailly, and ma- 
ny other revolutionifts, would have figned this letter, 
without cea/ing on that account to be jacobins and re- 
bels. Neither did they refleft, that many of thofe confti- 
tutional brethren would have turned againft the Social 
Co nt raft, as foon as they perceived the plan for reinfta- 
ting the Monarch in his ancient rights; nor that it was 
hr more eafy to entice thefe conftitutionalifts. into the 
moft outrageous democracy of the great club, than to 
bring them back to the principles of real monarchy. In 
ihort they had overlooked the raft number of adepts of 
democracy who would infallibly denounce them as trai- 
tors to Equality and Liberty, which afterwards proved to 
be the cafe. It was to very little purpofe that the abet- 
tors of this federation terminated their letter with the fol- 
lowing words ;— 44 This table is only for your chapter. 
44 Make difereet ufe of it We have two f acred inter ejls 
u to manage, that of the French Monarchy and its King, 
14 and that of Mafonry and its Members.” The interdts 
of Mafonry carried the day; 'for* at the very time that 
the demi-adepts were fubferibing the letter, the more pro- 
found adepts were from every quarter denouncing the 
federation to the great club, and the Social Contra ft was 
itfelf proferibed. 

Certain of this fa&,and obferving that the brethren o f 
the Social Contraft pofitivdy declare, in the table traccc 
(which I have before me) that all political and delibera - 
ting clubs Jhould be fupprejfed ; being alfo allured, by fe- 
veral Mafons, that it was from the Committee of the A - 
mis Reunis that the invitations were fent to go and deli- 
berate with the Geman deputies, I find myfelf obliged to 
differ with thofe writers who declare the EmifTaries of II- 
Juminifm m have alighted at the Social Contract, and 
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who attribute to that Lodge the political committees eft** 
blilhed on their arrival. It may very poflibly have hap* 
pcned, that feme one of thefe committees may have taken 
its ftation in the lame ftreet; but certain it is, feat fiich 
committee was not composed of members from the So- 
cial Contra ft. So likewife is it a mere fable that has 
been fpread, with regard to the inscription fuppofcd to 
have been written by Philip of Orleans on the door of this 
Lodge, Hither each brings bis ray of light . Let it then 
be remembered* that it was to the Committee ot the Amis 
reunis that Mirabeau had dire&ed the illuminiting bre- 
thren from Germany.^-Savalette and Bonneville had 
made this committee the central point of revolution <• nd 
of the myfteries* There met in council, on the days ap- 
pointed, not only the Parifian adepts, but thofe of all me 
provinces who were judged worthy of being admitted to 
the profound myftenes of the Se£t. There were to be 
fecn the Elett of the Philaletes* the profound Roficrucians 
and Knights Kadofch, the Ele£t of the Rue Sourdiere y of 
the Nine Sifters , of the Lodge of Candour , and of the moft 
fecret committees of the Grand Orient . This was the 
landing place of the travelling brethren from Lyons, A* 
vignon and Bourdeaux* The emiflaries from Germany 
could not find a central point better adapted to their new 
myfteries than this committee; and there it was that 
they unfolded all the importance of their million. Wci- 
ihaupt’s code was ordered to lie on the table, and commis- 
fioners were named to examine it and make their report. 

But here the gates of this fecret fenate are fbfat again# 
us. I do not pretend to penetrate the dark recefs, and de- 
scribe the deliberations that took place on this occafion. 
Many brethren have informed me*, that they remember 
the deputation, but they fcarcely recolfcft ^frr//irx-Bode 
and Bayard - Bufche under any other denomination thau 
that of the German brethren . They have fecn thefe de^ 
puties received in different Lodges with all the etiquette 
due to vifitors of high importance; but it was not on hich 
occafions that a coalition was debated on, between the 
ancient my Series of Mafonry and thofe of the modem 
Spart-acu:. All that my memorials fay on the fobject is, 
that negotiations took place; that the deputies reported 
to their Arcopage; that the riegociations latted longer than 
was expedted ; and that it was at length decided, that the 
new my Series fhould be introduced into the French Lodg- 
es', but undet a Mafonic form ; and that they fhould all be 
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Aluminized without even knowing the name of the S cSt 
whofe myfteries they were adopting. Only fuch parts of 
Weifluupt’s code were to be fde£led as the circumftances 
Would require to haften the revolution. Had not the te&s 
that immediately followed this negociation tranfpired to 
point out its effe&s, we fhould (kill have been in the dark as 
to its great fuccefs ; the news of which Amelias and Bayard 
carried back to their illuminized brethren in Germany. 
But, happily for hiftory, fails have fpoken; and it will be 
eafy to fee how far this famous cmbafly influenced the 
French Revolution. 

At the time of their arrival, Paris fwarmed with impose 
tors, all raifing fpirits or conjuring up the dead 9 in order 
to pick the pockets of the living \ or magnetizing and 
throwing into a crifis certain knowing dupes ^ or knaves* 
who well knew the parts they had to a&. Others again 
would work cures on healthy dupes , to fwindle away the 
money of thofe who were really ill. In a word, Mefmer 
prefided there in all his glory* I make this observation, 
becaufe the illuminifcing deputies pretended that they had 
been attrafled from Germany' by the fame of Mefmer's 
fcicnce, which had (pread throughout their country ; it 
alfo ferves to (hew, that their arrival could not have been 
later than the year 1787, as in the very next year Mefme- 
rif/n and its tubs were entirely abandoned, or confined to 
a few adepts, the object of public ridicule, who reforted 
to the hotel of the Dutchefs of Bourbon. Such a pretext, 
therefore at that period would have been as much ridicu- 
led as were Mefmer' s dupes* The Notables , the Parlia- 
ment, Brienne, and Necker, at that time furnifhed the 
Parifiaris with more important matter for confideration. 
Bcfide, my inftruSions, as well as many perfons the bed 
informed on the fubjedl, even Mafons at whofe Lodges 
thefe German brethren attended as vifltors, ftate their ar- 
rival to have taken place about the time of the convoca- 
tion of the firft afifembly of the Notables , which opened on 
the 22d February 1787. And, in fa£l, it is from that very 
year that we may obferve die code of Weilhaupt influen- 
cing French Mafonry. 

In that year we fee all the myfteries of the Amis reunify 
and of the other Lodges that had adopted the pretended 
myfticity of the Martinifts, difappear. .The very name 
of Philalete feemed to have been forgotten. New ex- 
planations are given to the Mafonic fccrets ; a new dc- 
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gree is introduced into the Lodges ; and the brethren of 
Paris haften to tranfmit it to thofe in the provinces. The 
adepts flock to the new myfteries. I have now before me 
a memorial written by an adept, who about the end of 
the year 1787 received the code at his Lodge, though he 
lived at eighty leagues diftance from Paris. According 
to the agreement made with the Deputies, all the forms 
of Mafonry were preferved in this new degree; the rib- 
bon was yellow , the badge was a Jlar , and its JeJlivals 
were kept at the Equinox ; but the ground-work of its 
myfteries was a difeourfe entirely copied from that pro- 
nounced by the illuminizing Hierophant in the degree of 
Epopt. The dawn of a great day begins to break upon in, 
when the fecrets of Mafonry hitherto unknown , fball be- 
come the property of all free men . In fhort, it contained 
all the principles of Equality and Liberty , and of natural 
religion , detailed in the degree of Epopt; ana even the 
enthufiafm of ftyle was preferved. The difeourfes pro- 
nounced by the Knights of the Sun y or Knights Kadofch y 
on fimilar occaftons were not to be compared to this.— 
The very Mafon who has given me this information, 
though he had been admitted to all the other degrees, was 
fo dilgufted with this, that he refufed it; but the greater 
part of the brethren of his Lodge were fo much electrified 
by it, that they became the mojl zealous Jlicklers for the 
revolution . Some have even held confpicuous places in 
it, and one actually became minifler . In this new degree, 
the reader mult remark the very name of Uluminee was 
not mentioned ; it was merely a farther explanation of 
the origin and fecrets of Mafonry. The French Mafons 
were now ripe for fuch an explanation ; they were in a 
ftatc fimilar to that defcribed by Kniggc when fpcaking 
of the Brethren who inhabited the proteftant parts of Ger- 
many; they needed no long trials; they were illumini zed 
with the fame facility \ the name fignified little ; they 
received the degree, and ran wild with the fame enthufi- 
afm. 

It was difficulty however, as yet, to judge by the difpo- 
fitions of the different Lodges what turn the revolution 
would take. The Mafons in general wifhed for a change 
in the conftitution; but the chofen of the Elect alone 
were initiated in all the diforganizing plans of their E- 
qualitv and Liberty. Their mylterics, it is true, were 
unfolded iu the higher degrees ; but it muft be alfo 
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membered, that terror had there much more influence 
than conviction. I was acquainted with Mafons who 
had fwom hatred to kings on their reception to the de- 
gree of Kadofch neverthelefs I have feen them regard- 
lefs of that oath become the ftaunch friends of Monarchy. 
That fpirit, inherent to the French nation, got the bet- 
ter of the Mafonic views ; that was the fpirit which was 
to be eradicated from the minds of the brethren ; and ait 
the fophiftry and delufions of the illuminizing Hierophants 
were to be praCiifed for that purpofe. It was in his de- 
gree of Epopt that the modern Spartacus had condenfed 
all his poifons by which he was to infufe into his adepts 
that frantic rage againft kings, which he had himfclf im- 
bibed. Such alfo was the intention and effeCt of the de- 
gree of the Mafonic Epopt . 

But Illurainifm was not to be appeafed by feeing the 
adepts of the ancient Lodges facrificing at its (brine.— 
The Hierophant tells his difciples, that they are to acquire 
Jfrength by gaining over the multitude . This is al lb the 
period (at the introduction of the new degree, and the 
return of the deputies to Germany) when the Lodges 
are multiplied beyond any former precedent, both in 
Paris and the provinces, and when the fyftem for the re- 
ception of Mafons is changed. However low Mafonry 
may have (looped in queft of candidates, it had not as yet 
been feen recruiting in the fuburbs among the lowed rab- 
ble; all at once we fee the fuburbs of St. Antoine and 
St. Marceau filled with Lodges compofed of porters and 
laborers, now decorated with the levelling badges of Ma- 
fonry. In the country towns and villages, Lodges are 
opened for aflembling the workmen and peafantry, in 
hopes of heating their imaginations with the fophifticated 
ideas of Equality and Liberty and the Rights of Man.— 
Ac that fame period does Philip of Orleans introduce to 
the Mafonic myfteries thofe French Guards, whom he 
deftined to the fubfequent attack of the Battille and the 
ilorming of the palace of his royal matter and kinfman. 
Let the officers of thofe legions be queftioned why they 
abandoned the Lodges; and they will tell you, it was be- 
caufe they did not choofe to be confounded with their com- 
mon, foldiers in this Mafonic Equality. 

At that fame period is Paris over-run with an immenfe 
number of clubs and literary focieties, on the plan of the 
Germanic union, and fuch as it had already ettablifhed on 
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the banks of the Rhine. They are no longer Lodges* 
but Clubs, regulating committees^ and political committees . 
All thefe clubs deliberate. Their refblutions, as well as 
thofe of the committee of the Amis des Noirs> are aU trans- 
mitted to the committee of correspondence of the Grand 
Orient , and thence are forwarded to the Vencrables in 
the provinces. This is no more than that concatenation 
of revolt, invented by Weifhaupt to revolutionize nations 
from the north to the fouth, and from the eaft to the weft, 
at one and the fame hour. The chief committee of thefe 
regulating committees is no other than the French Arto- 
page. In place of Spartacus- Weifhaupt, PA/V^-Knigge, 
Marius- Hertel, See . we find, wielding the firebrands of 
revolution in the capital of France, a Philip of OfleanSy 
a MirabeaUj a Syeyes , a Sav alette do Lange y a Gondorcety 
&c. 

1Y. Scarcely is the conftru&ion of this chain of rebellion 
made known to them, before they fet about forming it 
throughout the ftate. Inftrudtions are fent to the very 
extremities of the kingdom* all the Venerables are or- 
dered to acknowledge the reception of them % and to fubjoin 
to their anfo/er the oath of faithfully and punctually exe- 
cuting all commands they may receive through the fame 
channel \ Thofe who might hefiute at fucb an oath are 
menaced with all the poignardt and aqua tdphana that 
await traitors to the Se£t.* 

V. Thofe Mafters of Lodges who through fear or difguft 
were unwilling to engage in fo awful an undertaking, had 
no other refource left but to abandon the Lodge and die 
mallet, under whatever pretence their fears could fuggeft. 
They were replaced by more zealous brethren , \ and tfie 
orders continued to be tranfmitted until the meeting of 
the States-General. The dav of general infurre&ion is 
fixed for the 14th of July 1709. At the fame hour, and 
in all parts of France, the cries of Equality and Liberty 
refound from the Lodges. Paris briftles up in a phalanx 
of pikes, hatchets, and bayonets* couriers are fent into 
the provinces, and they return with the news of a limilar 

* See Vol. II. of thefe Memoirs, Chap. XIII. 

* Thefe letters and menaces were tranfmitted during the fit- 
ting of the States of Brittany, that is to fay, about June or July, 
1788; at leaft it was at that time that a member of thofe States, 
a Mafon and a Knight Kadofch, received his.— The new de- 
gree bad been received at his Lodge about fix months before. 
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infurre&ion ; towns, villages, nay, the very fields and cots, 
refound with the cries of Equality and Liberty, and are 
thus in unifon with the brethren of the capital. On this 
fatal day the Lodges are dijfolvtdi The grand adepts are 
now feated in the town-houfes in revolutionary commit- 
tees, A s they predominated in the Electoral AflTemblies, 
fo are they now predominant in theaflernbly ftylingitfclf 
National* Their cut-throat bands have been trying their 
ftrength,and the barriers of Paris are beaten to the ground; 
the country -houfes of the nobility are in flames; the lan- 
tern pofts are put iq requifition ; and heads are carried in 
fayage triumph through the ftreets of Paris. The Mon- 
arch is attacked , in his palace, and his faithful guards 
bqtchered ; prodigies of valor alone could fave the life of 
his royal confort ; and the King himfelf is dragged a pri- 
foner to his capital. Good God ! whither am 1 proceed- 
ing ?— all Europe is acquainted with the dreadful tale.— 

Let us retarn then to the hand that organises this horrid 
concatenation of villany. 

The Lodgcs c had thus been transformed into a vaft cor- 
refponding fociety; and, through the means of that cor-, 
refpondence, France had in a Angle day been overwhelm- 
ed by a million of demoniacs, who with horrid yell pro- 
claimed their Eauality and Liberty, while they were com- 
mitting the moil abominable outrages. And who were 
the men that prefided over thefe primitive difafters ?— - 
Hiftory immediately points to a new den of confpirators, 
holding their meetings at Verfailles, under the title of the 
Breton Club . And who are the members of it Mira- 
beau, Syeyes, Barnave, ChapelJier, the Marquis de I4 
Code, Glexen, Bouche, Petion; in fhort, an aggregate 
of the moil profound adepts, both of the capital an J of the 
provinces, who fupply the place of the central commit- 
tee, and by means o t the eftabli(hed correspondence ft k 
thd time and manner of the infurreftion. They are, how- 
ever, but at the commencement of that long career of 
crime and iniquity which they are to .run ; they muft 
concert new means, and gain oyer hands and numbers to 
accompliQ* the views which they were profecuting. The Origin of 
better to direct this horrid courfe, they impatiently wait jhe app d- 
the day when they may faliy forth from their dark recefs- 
es 1 and it is to the temple of die living God, to the church J 
of religious men called Jacobins, that Mirabeau convokes 
the Pariftan adepts ; jt is there that he eftablifhes himfelf 
G g 
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with the very men who compofes the Breton Club. The 
w!k>1c confpiring crew flock around him. From that in- 
ftant this temple is converted into a den of confpirators, 
and is only known by the name of Club, the name of thofe 
antient religious who heretofore made it refound with the 
praifes of the living God, is given to this horde of blas- 
phemers, the re- union of every clafs of confpirators. — 
Soon does all Europe defignate by the name of Jacobin 
the authors and abettors of the French Revolution. The 
curfe once pronounced on this name, it is but juft and 
proper that the appellation of Jacobin alone fhould car- 
ry with it the idea of a general coalition of the Sophis - 
ters of Impiety confpiring againft their God and Chris- 
tianity; of the Sophifters of Rebellion confpiring againft 
their God and their King;- and of the Sophifters of Impi~ 
ety and Anarchy confpiring againft their God, their King, 
and all civil fociety whatever. 

Let us now enter this den of rebellion, which may be 
looked upon as the prototype of thofe numerous affocia- 
tions which are foon fpread under the fame name thro 'out 
the provinces. It is thither, it is to that monftrous union 
of every fpecres of confpiring SeCf, that the tafk which I 
undertook at the outfet of thefe Memoirs leads both me 
and my readers, to follow thole different confpiring SeCb 
from their origin to their terrible coalition in this den of 
confpirators under the name of Jacobins. Darknefsmay 
have hitherto encompalFed^he proceedings of thofe differ- 
ent Sects ; and fome reader* may have been blind to con- 
viction, and difbelieved the evidence I have adduced to 
prove that the commencement of this fatal union is to be 
dated from the intrufion of the Sophifters into the Ma- 
lonic Lodges, and the confumination of it from the coali- 
tion of the latter with the deputies of llluminifm. But 
broad day-light will now betray their aCHons ; behold the 
Sophifters, the Rebels, the Adepts of every clafs afiem- 
bled, all bound by the fame oath, whether Roficruciaiis, 
Knights Kadofch,or difciples of Voltaire and Jean Jaques, 
whether Knights Templar, Epopts of Illuminifm, or dis- 
ciples of Swedenborg and St. Martin; here, I fay, all arc 
holding council and concerting ruin, devaftation, and all 
that meafurclcfs chain of revolutionary crimes. 

That impious man, who had firft (worn to crufh God 
and his Gofpel, was no more; but his difciples wereftiil 
in life and vigor. We have feea them fpringing up 
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from their academic meetings, retailing their blafphemies 
in thofe petty aflemblies pretending to the bel efprit , un- 
der the aufpices of the female adepts, fuch as the Dutch- 
efsD’Anville, the Marquife du DefFant,or the Geofrinsv 
Efpinaces, Neckers, and Staels. They then framed their 
confpiracies at the Hotel D’Holbach. To. fupport the 
illufions of their Sophiftry by the ftrength of Legions, 
they obtrude themfelves on the Mafonic Lodges; but 
now they have abandoned their pettifogging female adepts, 
their academies, nay, the Hotel D’Holbach and the Lodges 
themfelves are deferred; the great revolutionary gulph 
has fwallowed them all. Behold them muffled up in the 
red cap; the cloak of Philofophy has been caft afide; be- 
hold them all, Condorcet, Briflot, Bailly, Garat, Ceruty, 
Mercier, Rabaud, Cara, Gorfas, Dupui, Dupont, La- 
l^nde, Atheifts, Deifts, Encyclopedifts, CEconomifts, in 
fhort, folf- created Philofophers of every fpecies and every 
kind. Here they appear foremoft in the ranks of rebel - 
Ihn, as they formerly did in thofe of impiety . Behold 
them intermixed with the dregs of the Brigands and of 
the Lodges, as well as with the leaders of the bands and 
the heroes of the myft^ries; with the banditti of Philip of 
Orleans, as well as with his worthy advocate Chabroud y 
or his rival La Fayette, Behold them in council with 
the traitors of ariftocracy, as well as with the apoftates of 
the clergy; with the Duke of Chartres, the Marquis de 
Adontefquieu, and de la Salle, the Counts Pardieu, de La- 
touchc, Charles and Theodore Lameth, Victor Broglio, 
Alexander Beauharnois, St. Fargeau, as well as with 
Syeye s, Perigord D’Autun, Nocl,"Chabot, Dorn G cries, 
Fauchet, and all the intruding tribe. 

It is not by accident that we fee thefe ancient confpira- 
tors, whether literary or mafonic, coalefcing with the con- 
fpiring brethren of the Provinces, fuch as Barrerc, Men- 
douze, Bonnecarrere, and Collot d’Herbois; it is not by 
chance that the Jacobin clubs both in Paris and the Pro- 
vinces become the general receptacle for Roficrucians, 
Knights Templars, Knights ot* the Sun, and Knights K> 
dofeh; or of thofe in particular who, under the name of 
PhilaLtes , were enthufiaftically wedded to the mvfterics 
of Swedenborg, whether at Paris, Lyons, Avignon, Bour- 
deaux, or Grenoble. The club having once founded the 
trump of rebellion, where elfe (hould we go to fe.ccli for 
thofe zealous Martinifts, Savalcttc de Lunge, Milunois, 
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WiUermoz, and men of their ftavnp ? They had mipro*> 
ved on the fyftems of their forerunners the Roficrucians ; 
they will, now that they have entered the great dub, out- 
Hi ip them with gigantic ftrides. They had coalefced 
with tht illuminizitig Spartacus ; and in unifon with his 
adepts they are now become the moft ardent Jacobin*.* 
But to whatever caufe people may choofe to aferibe 
this general reunion of fo many confpirators, and of their 
fyftems, the fad certainly cannot be controverted. It had 
been firft fet on foot on the arrival jof Bode* it was com- 
pleted at the Club Of the Jacobinsi The lift is public^ 


* See a Lift of the principal Jacobins in a work, entitled, 
“ Of the Carries and Effects of jatobinifm 

It is an obfervation that did not efcape the notice of the Ger- 
man writers, and which I repeatedly find in the memorial? fent 
to me, that the greateft vifionaries of the Roficrucian Mafons 
and of the PhilaTetes are fince become the moft zealous apos* 
ties of Weifhaupt’s Illuminifirt, and of his Resolution. — Tbs 
Germans particularly mark out one H'ulmer % a famous Martio- 
ift of Pruflia, and a George Fdfier y who in his great zeal for 
the myfteries of Swedeoborg would pafs fifteen days 10 fafb 
ing and prayer to obtain the vifion of a fpirit, or to discover the 
Pbilofopker\ s Stone . Since that time, however, they have both 
turned out to be moft outrageous Jacobins. — In France many 
examples of this kind maybe adduced: Prunelle de Lierre % 
for inftance, a man heretofore of moft amiable character, and 
a very good natural ift. He firft became a reclufe Martinift, and 
foon after as outrageous a Jacobin as Fofier.~ As for Perijfe , 
the bookfeller, he arfted the fartie part at Lyons for the corres- 
pondence of the Martinifts,as Savalette de Lang did at Paris \ 
but he did not take the fame precautions. One might fee him 
going to the Lodge followed by his port-folio, which a fervaot 
could fenreely carry. Weilhaupt’s code gained admittance to 
this portfolio; the revolution took place; and Periffe, toge- 
ther with his co adept Milanois, became as outrageous Jaco- 
bins as the reft. — What is there that cannot be faid of the Mar- 
tini fts of Avignon? — Was there ever fuch atrocious ferocity 
fhown as by the ringleaders of this Lodge? — All this tends to 
confirm the pofition, that between the adepts of Swedenborg, 
and the adepts of Weilhaupt, there was but a flight fhade of 
reparation. The fuppofed theofophy of the one differed but 
little from the atheifm of the other. Weifhaupt goes more di- 
rectly to the point; but the annihilation of all religion is the 
real object of both their myfteries. It is even worthy of re- 
mark, mat the modern Spartacus was on the eve of grounding 
1 his mvfttries on that very Theofophy where fire is the prin - 
cipk % and on the theology of the Perfians, as did the Phila- 

letes and Martinifts. ( See Knights of the P hr nix, Original 

iPrttbsgji VoL /. Let. 46 .) 
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and it contains the names of all the profound adepts who 
had hitherto been difpcrfed among die Lodges. But let 
the reader never forget that it is not a mere local union, 
or an identity of perfons; it is an identity of principles, 
of method, of oaths, and of means; it is the general con- 
cert of thefe confpirators that proves the coalition. 

If we turn to the dilcourfcs delivered in the club (for in prind* 
the brethren now have their journals and their public ar- pics; 
chives) we (hall find that Voltaire and RoufTeau are their 
oracles, juft as they were of the Sophifters when in their 
Literary Societies. In that club do they repeat all the 
blafphernous fophiftry againft Chriftianity which they had 
formerly uttered at the Hotel D’Holbach ; the feme en- 
thufiaftic declamations in favor of Equality and Liberty , 
the grand fecret of thofe SeCts that had hidden themfelves informs | 
in the occult Lodges. Thefe adepts found themfelves 
perfectly at home within this new den of confpirators ; 
the cojlume and the fymbols had changed, it is true ; but 
in fubftituting the red* or rather the bloody, cap of liber- 
ty for the apron and level, they only adopted a more ty- 
pical emblem of their antique myfteries. The Prefident is 
now the V enerable; the brethren a(k leave to fpealc, and he 
grants or refufes it with all the parade of Mafonry. When 
deliberating, the votes are taken juft as in the occult 
Lodges. The laws of the Free-mafons for the admiffion 
or expulfion of brethren are the fame. As in the Grand 
Orient , or at the Amis reunis y and in the Lodges in ge- 
neral, no candidate is received unlefs he be prefented by 
two fponfors , who anfwer for his condudl and obedience; [ n oaths % 
juft lb is it in the club. Here the obedience fworn is pre- 
cifely the feme as that fworn in the occult myfteries of 
Mafonry. To be received a Jacobin, as to become a 
Roficrucian or an Illuminee, the candidate is obliged to 
fwear implicit obedience to the decifions of the brethren; 
and alfo to obferve and caufe to be obferved all decrees 
parted by the National Aflembly in confequence of the de - 
cifions of the club . He then binds himfelf to denounce 
to the club any man who (hall to his knowledge coun- 
teract the decrees propofed by the club ; and that he will 
make no exception in favor of his mojl intimate friends , in govern- 
of his father , mot her , or of any part of his family. In raent; 
fliort he will, in common with the difciplesof Illuminifm, 
fwear to execute or caufe to be executed all orders ema- 
nating from the privy council, of the club, though they 
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Jhould be repugnant to bis fentiments and confidence 
for the Jacobin club, like the Grand Orient , had its com- 
mittees and privy counfellors. The brethren have not 
abandoned their Lodges, as renouncing all their means of 
haftcning, fomenting, and propagating revolutions. They 
have eftablifhed here, juft as at the Grand Orienty com- 
mittees for the reports^ for the finances , for the corns - 
pondencey and, laftly, the grand committee of all, the fe - 
cret committee ; and nearl v all the members of thefe dif- 
ferent committees are the very perfons whom we have 
feen flocking from the Lodges to the great club.f 
in pro- 1° this club of Jacobins too is to be found, in common 
fcriptioDs; with the Occult Lodges of illuminized Mafonry the laws 
of exdufion and profcription. They have the black lifi 
aud the red lijly and this is a lift of blood. The name of 
a rejcdled brother is never infcribed on it without cffefl. 
Pans has more than once feen fuch lifts pofted up; it has 
alfo feen thofe devoted vi&ims perifh, or, at beft, lave 
themfelves by flight. J 

Thus, in this den of confpirators do we find every 
thing in perfedt unifon with the Occult Lodges, to which 
k only fuccccds. Adepts, objedf, principles, all are the 
fame; whether we turn our eyes toward the adepts of 
impiety, or rebellion, or of anarchy, they are now but one 
confpiring Sedf, under the difaftrous name of Jacobin. — 
We have hitherto denominated fome by the name of So - 
phiftersy others by that of Occult Mafonsy and, laftly, we 
have deicribed thole men Ityled Illuminees. Their very 
names will now difappear; they will in future all be fully 
deicribed by the name of Jacobin . 

It has been an arduous talk to colled the proofs of this 
monftrous allocation. When we look back to that day 
when Voltaire {wore to crujh thefuppofed wretch in fup- 
port of his Equality and Liberty ; to that day when Mon- 
tefquieu dogmatically aflerted, that all nations fubjedt to 
a Monarch, and to laws that they had not made, were 
flaves ; to that day, in ftiort, when Roufleau points out as 
a public malefactor againft mankind the man who had 


* See Memoirs of the Club of the Jacobins 


c*cc iMciiinirs ur uic wiuj ih ujc j.iuuimiis. 

+ See the lift of the committees in the Caufes and Effects of 
th Revolution . — Momjoie on the Confpiracy of Orleans % Book 

VII! 


XIII. 


t Ibid, and Brijfit lo his Conftituents > when expelled from 
die Jacobins. 
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firft enclofed a field and was prefumptuous enough to de- 
clare that it was his property, and thus became the foun- 
der of civil fociety ; from thole days, l fay, until the fatal 
period when the difciples of Voltaire, Montefquieu, and 
Roufleau, in the name of that fame Equality and Liberty, 
flock to the club of the Jacobins, there to repeat their fo- 
phifms againft Chrift and his religion, to profecute their 
mafonic plots againft kings, to propagate the blafphemies 
of the modern Spartacus againft their God, their king, 
their country, and all foetal order; what fyftems have 
we not been obliged to inveftigate, what artifices to un- 
fold, and into what dark and loathfome recefles have we 
not been obliged to penetrate, in order to trace their pro- 
grefs ! At length we have traced them to their general 
convention of iniquity and rebellion. Hiftory will have 
no further need of my refearches to demonftrate all the 
crimes and difafters of the French revolution that have 
iffued from this haunt of confpirators. The hiftorian needs 
only turn to the public records, to their own journals, and 
he will fee what crimes of the French Revolution are to 
be attributed to them. I might, therefore, look upon my 
talk as accomplifhed. 

There is, however, a certain order to be obferved in 
the very growth and progrefs of thefe fcourges. In this 
affociation appears a monftrous wifdom, that dire<fts the 
courfe of the crimes that are fucceffively committed 
and even at appropriate moments. This wifdom has 
taught them how to make their leaft criminal accomplices 
prepare the way for the blackeft deeds ; it has taught 
them how to difeard or deftroy thofc agents who, from 
difguft or any other caufe, ceafe to be their inftruments 
and only become obftacles. Thus, in the very club of 
the Jacobins, in the centre of iniquity, there exifts a pro- 
grelfion of wickednefs. Each Seft has retained its ulti- 
mate objeft, each Confpirator his paflions and his private 
views, juft as in the Occult Lodges; yet they are all 
leagued in one common objedf, in one common meafure, 
to overthrow the exifting government, and ereft their E- 
quality and Liberty on the new order of things. But opi- 
nions will clafh as to the choice of this new order. All 
deteft and hate the God of the Gofpel; but fome will 
have a God according to their Philofophifrn, while the 
Philofophifin of others reje& all ideas of a God. La Fay- 
ette will have a Doge for a king, fubjc£t to the laws and 
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will of a fovereign people. Philip of Orleans will hav® 
no king unlefs it be himfclf. Briffot will neither fubmit 
to Philip as king* nor afl’ent to La Fayette’s Doge; he 
wifhes to exercife the magiftracy of his own democracy. 
Mirabeau will be content with any plan, provided he be 
the prime minifter. Dietrich, Condorcet, Baboeuf, and 
the higher adepts of Spartacus , will aflentto nothing but 
the man-king of Illuminifm, every where his nun majicr . 
Crimes then will be graduated by the myllerics. The 
grand adepts will be feen to make the mere novices ad. 
Private paffions will fometimes clog their prog refs; I (hall, 
therefore, attempt to point out in what order the French 
revolution has brought thefe myfteries into action, and ap- 
ply its fucceffive progrefs to the different beds th^t had 
(b profoundly meditated and conceived it. 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL PARTT 


241 


fli CHAP. XII. 


Application vf th$ three Confpiracies to the French Re- 
volution. 

W HILE I have been unfolding the objefl and means 
of fo many infidious plots, my reader has, no 
doubt, made frequent applications to fa£is that have ta- 
*lcen place under his own eyes. He will have faid to him- 
felf, what can be this long chain of crime, deftru&ion, 
and horror, with which the French Revolution has afto-* 
niflied all Europe, but the confequence of the principles 
and plans of thefe confpiring Se<fts ! In darknefi they were 
conceived , but in broad day are they executed . Such may 
be the fuccinft hiftoFy of the Revolution, now that thefe 
plots have been laid open. It is fo evidently demonftrat- 
ed, that it would be a ufclefs labor to defcend to details ; 
we will alfo pafs over in our narrative thofe bloody fcenes 
which might rather ferve to tear open wounds icarcely 
clofed, than convince my reader. 1 (hall, therefore, con- 
fider the French Revolution in its preliminary fteps, and 
in its fuccefiive attempts again!! Religion, againft Mo- 
narchy, and againft Society in general. But a curfory 
view of thefe attempts will fulBce for the molt complete 
demonft ration. 

Let us revert for a moment to that period when the 
confpirators of every clafs were ftill lurking in their hid- 
ing-places. The difciples of Montefquieu and Jean Ja- 
ques had, fo early as 177 j, declared that men could on- 
ly regain their primitive rights of Equality and Liberty , 
and the people their imprefcriptible right of legijlativefo- 
vereignty by means of a general aflembly of national de- 
puties. At that time alfo the fophiftieated adepts had pro- 
enounced, that the grand obftacle to thefe pretended rights 
was to be found in the diftin&ions of the three eftates, 
the Clergy, the Nobility, and the third Eftate.* To ob- 
tain, therefore the convocation of tihe States General, and 
* to annihilate the diftin&ion of the three Eftates, muft ne« 

Hh 

* See Chap. IV. and VL in Voi. U. of thefe Memoirs, 


Identity of 
falls and 
plots i 


in the Pre- 
liminaries 
of the Re- 
volution: 
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ceflarily have been and really were the firft fteps of die 
Revolution. 

The deficit that Nectar hod left in the public treafory, 
the depredations and diforders of an age deftitute of mo^ 
rais ( becaufe thefe SophiAerthad transformed it into an 
age of impiety) had reduced a Monarch who fhone forth 
tmbleaiffihd tn the ntidft of comqxion, to Ammon die 
Notables of his kingdom, that they might confult for the 
happinefe of his people* which feemed to be his only care. 
The tender wifh (hat he has fhown is immediately fcjft- 
cd on by the conipirators, and ferves as a pretext for them 
to haften the convocation of that very affembly where all 
their horrid plots are to be consummated. Whatever 
might have been the wifeom of the No&aUes^ their plans 
are rgedted beforehand. Philip of Orleans and his politic 
cal committees are likewtfe eager for the convocation of 
the States General. Even the tribunes of the nation will 
rife in judgment againft* anddifeufe the rights of their 
Sovereign. Foremoft among the confpirators, Phihp of 
Orleans is alfo foremoft in a(5k>n. For the firft time does 
he pretend to be zealous in the public caufef and the firft 
a<5t of his zeal is to enter a proteft againft the diipofi- 
tions made by Lewis XVL to provide for die wants of 
the ftate.* In thefe intrigues againft his Sovereign, he 
combined with the different magistrates who were then 
noted for their factious behavior, foch as Desprsmskii, 
at that time infatuated with the vifions of the Martinifts 
and revolutionary principles v Monsabcry and Sa*a~ 
tier de Cabres, themoftardent enemies of the Court; 
and Freteau, who y in the firft aflembly, was to become 
the worthy affociate of the Conftitutionalift 
Philip fo completely misleads this firft Parliament of the 
kingdom, that they at length give the example of h law- 
ful and formal demand for the convocation of the States 
General. T XVI. feeing the general ferment, befi- 
tates; Pi . (gates the people; pays brigands; aod 

mobs are alie.. Jed in Paris, The King at length thinks 
proper to grant the convocation of the States General*** 
That Se& which was headed by Orleans, now only wants 
a Minifter who fhall dire£t the convocation according to 
the views of their confpiracy; and they turn their eyes 
•on that very man who had hollowed out the abyfc, that 

* See the Sceance Regale for the Land and Stamp*!** 
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Vector, wbofe perfidious policy had been the ruin of the 
national treafury. He was the man of the ambitious cour- 
tiers, who led him toward the throne that they themfelve# 
might be drawn nearer to it; the mao Supported by the 
Princes de Beativeau and de Poke, by the Marefchal Cas- 
tries, by the Due D’Ayen, by Mefirs. Befenval and Gui- 
bert; the man of the compiling courtiers, fitch as La Fay- 
ette and the Lameths; the man of the Sophifters of Im- 
piety, whole plots had been contrived in his own houfe 
and at the hotel D’Holbach; the man, in fhort, whofe 
\»uti was to be carried in bloody and revolutionary tri- 
umph by the tide of that of his worthy co-operator Philip 
of Orleans, 

Lewis X VL might have known this perfidious minis- 
ter; the whole plan of the confpiracy contrived by Nec le- 
er and his adepts of Philoiophifm had been laid before the 
King; but, alas! he could not be made to believe that 
fuch wickednefs and hypocrify was to be found in man. 
The day came, however, when he forrowfully exclaimed, 
IV hy did / not believe it I Eleven years ago was every 
thing foretold that now befalls me. It was to Necker that 
he alluded; for during his firlt minitfry, was that man and 
the plots contrived in his houfe, and at the hotel D’Hol- 
bach, formally denounced in a memorial prefented to Mr. 
de Maurepasand to Lewis XVL But tioce that time, 
the Corporators had founded all their trumpets to his 
fiune, and celebrated the fuppofed virtues and talents of 
the Genevefe traitor. Overpowered by fuch intrigue, the 
King was milled to think that this unan would prove the 
Saviour of the ftate, and he entrufted him with the con- 
vocation of the States General. He was precisely the man 
to throw the whole of thefe ftates into the hands of the 
Confpirators.* He knew that their hopes were in the 

* I was not fufEciently acquainted with this man’s charac- 
ter, when I placed him on the fame line with Turgot and Ma- 
Jcfherbes.— > Let this artful and ambitious intriguer be judged 
i>y his own words: — A hundred thou fund crowns for you if sou 
will make me Controller General.—/ am rich , but cannot boajl 
of birth; money then mujl f apply the defeftof aticejlry. — If on; 
is poffcjjsd of money i it is net to be f pared when it can ferve cr.fr 
ambition.— Ton talk to me of the people: they may he ufefnt to 
me. and I will make a tool of them; they cannot hurt us, and l 
•will play upon them.— As to religion , we mud have one for the 

feop 'e; but not their Chrijlianity ; we will de/lroy that 

Let Keeker come to enquire on what occafious, or to whom he 
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multitude, and that die di ft in# ion ofruajd voting bj ca^ 
tatcs, would prove an obftacle to their views again# the 
Sovereign. He farther (aw, that the fpirit of (edition pre*> 
dominated in the third eftate, that they were becoming th* 
revolutionary organs of the Confpirators & and, to enfura 
the majority of votes to them, he doubled the number 
the deputies to be fen t to the third eftate* Confident in their 
numbers, they immediately declare themfelves, though a-* 
lone, to conftitute the National. Jjfembiy* Jn vain did the 
clergy and the nobility infift on that right (of far mote con- 
fequence to. the (fate than to themielves) of deliberating 
feparately, and thus counterpoifing die deliberations that 
might have been too haftily entered upon or guided by 
paflion, intereft, or the factious pretenfions of party men* 
In vain did the clergy and nobility facrifice all exclufive 
privileges or pecuniary advantages in taxation which they 
enjoyed, in hopes of prefer ving their rights in delibera^ 
tion; for the privilege that Nccker* and the other Can* 


held this monftrou? language, and T will begin by naming the 
perfoo who received the hundred thnufand crowns tor having 
procured him the poll of Controller General; 1 will in the oext 
place tell him, that he held luch language to the Lady who 
had the courage to upbraid him with it to his face, and in the 
Jnidft of all his glory; to her whom he reproached with (hed- 
ging tears over her murdered brother, while (he taxed him u ith 
his murder, becaufe he feared her brother would betray his fo 
cret; to that perfon who refufed to enroll herfelf in that co- 
hort of flatterers that were^o open the way for him, by thou* 
fail's of calumnious accufations, invented by himfelf and by 
his emiflaries, againft perlons holding llaiions that he coveted 
for himfelf or his adhetents, and which his partizans forward* 
rd to the unfortunate Lewis XVI ; to that perfon thro' whofe 
medium he wiihed to perfuade the King that AJ. de Sartine had 
itolen twenty-two millions out of fifty-three eotrufted to friu# 
though the rninifter needed only to he informed ofilie plot to 
fhow the faUity of the imputation: in fine, to that petfon whom 
he courted as needfary for his intriguer, who dilcovered hirn 
to be a monfter, and who laid open all his plots and iniquities 
to M. de Maurepas and Lewis XVI. Let him learn, that if hit 
fecret crimes are to have a place io hiftory, the proofs of all 
tiitfe are not yet loll. 

* In order to fecond the views of her worthy father in this 
warfare on the diflinrflion of eftaie*, while he was intriguing 
at the palace, Madam de Stael was playing the fame partin 
Pans, bhe l ad eflablifhetl at her houfe a lort of (JfSce of in- 
ictipiion. La Fayette and the Lanieths would bring the traitors 
to her table* and the names of thole dailards, who would pro* 
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IpJratorsairrteAat, was that power of counteracting alfre- 
loiutions detrimental to religion or monarchy. It was in 
vain that Lewis XVI. with the tendemefs rather of a fa- 
ther than of a king, made thofe fact ifices (which of them- 
(clves might be called a revolution, fo much did they cur- 
tail his royal prerogative) in his Declaration of the 23! 
of June. But this was not the fpecies of revolution fougfit 
by the Confpirators. The fophifter$ had determined, that, 
to make their Equality and Liberty triumph, it was nc- 
ceirary to deliberate by perfons and not by ejlates\ that 
the Nubility and Clergy (hould be confounded among 
the multitude j *nd that the majority, when deliberating 
by eftates, (hould p/ove a minority when united with the 
great'humbers of the third eftate. Lewis XVI. orders, 
that in virtue of the ancient conftituiion of thq kingdom, 
the ancient form of deliberating by eftates (hould be pre- 
served j but his orders are vain; the Confpirators proteft 
againft them; their prefident, Bailly, calls them to a 
tennis-court, and there they fwear to impofe a conftitutioa 
pn E ranee cougeniai to their views. They immediately 
fet their brigands in motion; the venerable Archbiihop 
pf Paris is nearly (toned to death ; the life of the Monarch 
is threatened ; the fatal union of the three eftates at length 
takes place, which fubjeCts the two fir it eftates to the will 
of the multitude; for the Confpirators were certain of the 
fupport of all thofe apoftateg and daftards, who, by their in- 
trigues, had been returned among the deputies of the Nobi- 
Jity and Clergy, becaufeNecker had doubled the number of 
the deputies of the third eftate, to enfure the majority of the 
votes in favor of the decrees which the party were to pro- 
pofe. He had organized the States General according to 
the views and wifhes of the lophilrers; he may, it is true, 
whimper and weep over the difafters and crimes of the 
Revolution; but the hand of time (hall engrave on hi$ 
• tomb, that he was the grand agent of them all 1 

Having no farther oppolition to fear, and certain of pas- 
(ing whatever decrees they chofe, thele Confpirators pro- 
ceed to declare themfelves a National AJfembly. They 
arrogate to themlclves the right of making and of pro- 
nouncing the law. The fecrets of the Lodges conftitute 
the bails of the Revolution under the title of the Rights 

ynife to abandon their Order and pafs over to the Third Eftate* 
were immediately infcribed on her lift. ( 
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if Man. The Sr ft article dedar cs man to it equal anj 
fret ; that tht principle of all fovereignty ejfentially re~ 
fits in the peoples and that law is nothing more than tha 
txprejfion of the general tuilL Such had been for nearly 
half a century the do&rines of Argen fon, Montesquieu, 
Koufleau, and Voltaire. Thefe principles of pride and 
revolt had long fince been the ground-work of the mys- 
teries of every dafs of Sophifter, Occult Mafbn, or lUu- 
minee; and now they decorate the title-page of the re- 
volutionary code. 

This equal, free, fovereign, and legiflative people, may 
will that their religion Ihould be preferred in ail its in- 
tegrity; and that its monarch Ihould be entrufted with 
the necefiary power to crufh fedition and rebellion. Ve- 
neration for the altar and afFe&ion for their prince ftill 
glowed in the heart of the French. But the ConfpiratorS 
wanted an armed force, drawn from the body of that fame 
people, docile, and fabfervient to die views of the Se6^ 
and that would oppofe the will of the people whenever it 
did not coincide with theirs. This force was entirely to 
overpower the army of the fovereign. Every thing had 
been forefeen; for the fophifters had long fince faid,— 
u Oh that we could but once get rid of thefe foreign mi* 
€i litary hirelings ! An army of natives might be gained 
u to the fide of Liberty, at leaft a part of them; but fo- 
44 reign troops are kept on foot for this very reafon.”*— 
Their army of natives is immediately formed, and it is a- 
gain from the dark recedes of Mafonry that the fignal is 

* See the letter attributed to Montefqoieu.— In Vol. II. P. 
Q4» on the teftimony of the Abb6 Pointe, I quoted a letter at- 
tributed to Montefquieu by an Englifhjournatift, but could not 
name the paper. It has fince been diicovered in the Courier , 
or Evening Gazette , of Auguft 4, 1 795- It is there laid that 
Montefquieu wiote it, a few years before his death, to a prefi- 
dent of one of the Parliaments of France. I could wifh to have 
feen the perfon named to whom it was written, or in wbofe 
pjfiefiion it is at present, for it is of a complexion to change 
our ideas very much as to the moderation of that writer. It 
would immediately clafs him among the confpiring fophifters; 
and, to pafs fuch a fentence on this author, the deareft proofs 
Should be required. But it appears, whoever was the author of 
that letter, that he was far advanced in the plots of the Se6,for 
he veiy accurately deferibes the oondud of the Jacobins with 
refpevft to the foreign troops in the French fervice: neither 
does he appear to be ignorant of the plan forfeparating Ireland 
from England. 
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§ivert. That feme Savilette de Lange who prefided over 
the fecret committee of the Amis reunis y and over the cor- 
refpondence, appeared before the Municipality of Paris, 
•ltd fpoke to the following effect: 44 Gentlemen , I am a 
u Corf oral* Here are citizens to whom I have taught the 
44 ufe of arms, that they might defend the country. I did 
44 not create myielf a major or a general, we are all equals 
44 I am limply a Corporal; but I alfo gave the example; 
44 command that every citizen fhotfld follow it. — Let the 
44 nation take arms, and Liberty will be invincible*” Sa* 
valette, in pronouncing this difeourfe, preferred feven or 
eight brigands accoutred as foldrers. The fight ofthefe 
few men, and the repeated cries of Let us fave the nation 1 
excited enthufiafm: — An immenfe mob furrounded the 
Town-hall, and Savalette’s motion was inftantaneoufly 
decreed* The very next day the Parifian army is let on foot, 
and millions are formed into Native Battalions through- 
out the empire* 4. They are the fworn agents of the Con- 
(pirators; and it is now time that the unfortunate Lewis 
XVL fhould feel their power* He had driven from -his 
perfoti the treacherous Necker; but the &c& ftill wanted 
his fer vices, and it forces the Monarch to recal him*— 
The King hefitates at fan£Vioning the Rights of Man, 
and the force of the people is immediately put in adlion. 

In fupport of thefe rights all the Confpirators combine; 
and it is agreed, that immediately on his return, Necker 
{hail ftarve the people into rebellion > that the brethren 

* Many authors have fallen into an error with refpedtothe 
firft formation of the National Guards; and they ground thetr 
after lions on a refolution of the Committee of Eiedors, fent 
from the town-hall to all the Sedions of Paris, ordering the 
formation of this guard* and figned Fleflelles, Baffin, De Leu- 
tre, Fauchet, the Marquis de la Salle; but it is a certain fad, 
and within the knowledge of every body, ift, That this Na- 
tional Guard was formed only ttiro days after the taking of the 
Baftille; and idly, I hat Mr. Fleftelles was murdered on the 
day of the taking of the Baftille. But a fad little known is, 
that the minutes of this refolution, as alfo the minutes of all 
tranfadions that took place at the town-hall during the firffc 
year of the revolution, were not compiled, til! the fecond year# 
oy a man of the name of Verrier , and by the orders of La Fay- 
ette* who, notwithftanding many obfer variant made on the 
fubjed, would not allow any change to be made in what had 
been inferted by his orders, and would have been particularly 

E ’eyed t j tee the real origin of that National Guard made pub* 
in the command of which he fo much gloried* 
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4hal! coIle& all the harpies of the fuburbs to go and <fe* 
mand bread of Lewis XVI; that Bailly and his aflcflbrs* 
fcated at the Municipality, (hall order the legions of na± 
tives to follow and fupport them; that La Fayette at the 
head rf thefe legions ihould march to Verfailfes; that he 
fbould furround Lewis XVI. with thefe bands under pre- 
tence of watching for his fafety, and then retire to Jleep . 
Mirabeau, Petion, and Chapellier, Momefquicu, and Du- 
port, Charles Lameth,. and Lacios, Sillery, and D’Ai- 
guillon, will then inform the Aflembly that victims mufi 
he thrown to the people y* and they avail thetnfelves of the 
darknefs of the night to inflame the populace and excite 
the foldiery. Their hearts were already as hideous as the 
furies: They now affume their cojiume , to lead their har- 
pies on to the com million of crime, f D’Orlcans will ply 
his monfters with the beverage of rage and frenzy, and 
will point out the Queen as hie iirft vi&im to be immo- 
lated. Syeyes, Gregoire, and a multitude of otbex Con- 
fpirators, ftund fpe&ators of the conteft; but, ihould the 
Monarch fall in the aft ray, they will tender the crown to 
Orleans, as they may be certain of parcelling out its pre- 
logative according to their Equality and Liberty. Neck- 
cr abiconds* but his virtuous fpoufe , decorated with hef* 
nofegays, and accompanied by her infeparable companion 
the Marcfchale de lieauveau, will appear in the galleries 
of Verifies, in the midft of the carnage, and virtuoufly 
exclaim. Let the good people there is no danger: and, 
in fact, (he had none to fear; lhe had already written to 
her brother Germanic 4< Patience ; every thing will go 
44 well ; we can neither fpeak nor write ”% 

The night from the 5 th to the 6 th of October reveals 
the fecrets which this worthy confidant dared not write- — • 
Hiftory needs 'not our labors to paint the horrors of that 
.awful night; they are deferibed in the juridical depofi- 
tions taken by the magiftrates of the Cbatelet. Orleans 
loft courage at the fight of a few faithful Life-guards, the 
only adherents of the King that La Fayette had permitted 
to remain near his perfon; and never was a more heroic 
phalanx formed than by thefe brave men round their roy- 

* See the Sitting of the, 5th October, 1789. 

+ See the juridical depofitions of witndTes, 157, a*6, *30* 
and ?7 l* 

t See her letter of the 5th Ottober, 1789. 
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gl m after and his conform Though their courage Was ap* 
palled by the orders of their Sovereign, they were ftill pro- 
digal of their own blood; they refilled aforeftof pikes,* 
and Of leans could not confummate his premeditated 
crime. Day-light arrives to expofe the horrors of this 
night; the brigands, his inftruments, are feen to blufh, 
and the National Guards at length rCfledt that they are 
Frenchmen* They emit no other wifh than to fee Lewis 
JC VI. living in the midft of them at Paris in the palace 
of his forefathers* The unfortunate Monarch ki\ows not 
what men had profited of the natural effulions of loyalty 
of his people to make them emit this wife* He thought 
that he was entrufting himfelf to the affe&ions of his peo* 
pie, when he was only obeying the di&ates of the Con* 
Jpirators. He knows not that it is the laft fhift of the 
Confpirators, that the crimes of this horrid night might 
not be entirely fruitlefs* The great difficulty they had 
found in making the Monarch fan&ion the rights of man % 
#nade them perceive that they would frequently Hand in 
Heed of the fame brigands to force his acquiefcence to 

Ii 


# The 6th of O&ober, i£8y» was the laft day of the French 
Monarchy. — Should it ever rife again, let a monument be ci- 
rcled in memory of thofe brave Knights who would have lb 
glorioufly contributed to fave it, had not their courage been 
chained down by the commands of their King. May their 
names be at leafl preferved by the hiftorian ! I could wifh to 
infert the names of the flxty heroes who fo well deferved the 
appellation of Life-guards on this awful occafion; but 1 have 
y been able to obtain the following t 


OFFICERS. 

Duke de Quiche, Captain . 
Marquis de Savonni£re, Chef 
de Brigade . . 

Yicomte DMgouIt. 

Vicomte de Seimaifoas. 
Comte de Mauleoo. 

Chev. Oampierre. 

— St. George. 

LIFE GUARDS. 
Meflrs. de Berard, two Bro» 
then. 

Chev. de Huilliers. 

Marquis de Varicourt, killed. 
jChc?. JDefhutcs, killed . 


— — de Moimandre. 

Baron Durepaire. 

Deraiers. 

— Moucheron. 

Chev. de la Tranchadt, 

— - de Duret. 

— — de VaJory. 

Comte de Moutbier* 

— * — Bernady. 

MefTrs. Home, three brothers* 
Meff. Malderet y three Brothers. 
Chev. Renaldy. 

— : — de l^motte, 

— de Montane, 

— rr de Puget, 
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thole future decrees which were to be grounded on then*, 
411 the decrees that were in fucceflion to annihilate reli- 
gion and monarchy were to be enforced by an infiirrec- 
tron, and the pikes and lantern-pofls were to be in per- 
petual requifition, to conit rain the votes, to intimidate 
the Monarch, and difcard all reclamation. In future a 
captive in Paris, Lewis XVI. will be perpetually mena- 
ced by the brigands iffuing from the fubupbs or from the 
quarries, and paid by Necker or Orleans. La Fayette 
will proclaim, that infurreftkn is a mojl facred duty, and 
infurrection will become the ftanding order of the day;— 
Mirabeau, Barnave, Chapellier, will point out theobjed 
and fix the hour: Orders will be fen t from their anti- 
chambers to the Jacobins and the fuburbs, and daily, at 
the hour fixed, will the King, the Clergy, the Nobility, 
and all who may oppofe the decrees in debate, find them- 
feJves furrounded by a mob that will hoot or a& exactly 
according to the inftru&ions given by the confpirators.* 
Though they reaped no farther benefit from all thehor* 
fid deeds of the fifth and fixth of O&ober, yet the confpir- 
ators knew but too well how to appreciate their fuccefles. 
Madame Necker writes again to her brother German!: 
u We are content, every thing went on well. The arifto- 
c< cracy would have had the uppermoft, and we were oblige 
w ed to make ufe of the rabbic.”f Here terminate what 
may be called the preliminaries of the revolution. Neck- 
er had moulded the National AfTembly according to the 
views of the Se£l, and had eftabliihed it in the town that 
was judged moft proper for enabling him to work the 
premeditated revolution. We next proceed to the plan 
traced by the Soph lifers for crujhing the pretended wretch 
and here begias the war waged againft the God of Chris- 
tianity. 

* Some of the brigands who were in con flant pry for the 
purpofe of thefe infurrtdions were retiring home between ten 
and eleven at night, and 1 heard them take leave of each other 
in the following terms: ,€ It has gone on pretty w*ll to-day; 
good bye; we fhall exped you to-morrow.— What, to-mor* 
row? at what o’clock?*- at the opening of the affcmbly.— • 
“ Where do nve go for orders? To Mirabeau’s, Chapellier’SjOr 
4t Barnave’s, as ufual.” — I own, that till I was prefent at thii 
difeourfe I never could belrere that thofe legiflators had daily 
interviews with thefe brigands to fix the hour and objed ol 
fucb infucredions. 

t Letter 8th of Odober. 
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To ddftroy religious orders; to deprive the minifters In the de* 
«fthe church of their fubfiftence under pretence of a * 

1 wants of the fate; Jilently to fap the edifice , then to era- f^-” n by 
plo y fupertor force^ and at length to call in the Hercule~\ x hefirft as- 
Jes and the Bellerophons : Such (it has been Ihown) were.iembiy. 
the means combined by the Sophifters to overturn and 
annihilate the altars of Chriftianity. To fubftitute the 
worlhip of the great architect of the univerfe to that of. 

Chrift; the light of the lodges to the do&rines of the gos- 
pel ; the god of their pretended reafon to the God ot re- 
velation:. Such were the moft moderate of the myfteries 
of the occult Lodges of Mafonry. To invent and fubfti- 
tute new religions in place of Chriftianity, and to impofe. 
them on the people till every religious principle could be 
■eradicated; In the name of Equality and Liberty to ren- 
der themfclves powerful and formidable; then to tie the 
hands , fubjugate , and f mot her in the germ , every tiling 
that could counteract the empire of impiety and atheifm : 

Such were the views and plots of the Epopt , Regent , and 
Jl4agus of Illuminiftn. This code and their oaths have 
been laid open to our readers; and of all thefe horrid 
plots what particle has the revolution left incomplete? 

Religious vows were immediately fufpended and foon 
abolifhed; the clergy were pillaged of their property, and 
all the poflellions of thechurch were converted into a fund 
fox the fecurity of the aflignats; the facred veflels were > 
ftolen and prophaned; the churches were not only robbed 
of their gold and filver, but the very brafs and metal of 
the bells were carried away-* All this however is but a 
firft effay of that war which the revolution is to wage a- 
gainft the Church. Still had the Church preferved its 
faith, its real treafure, pure and untarniihed; but it is at 
that very treafure that Mirabeau will aim his blows. He 
declared, that if the Catholic religion were not deftroyed 
in France, the revolution could never be confolidatcd. — 
Immediately after- this decifion a code is formed for the 
clergy, of a long fuite of decrees, and it is ftiled the civil 
confutation of the clergy. But it was merely aconftitu- 
tion of fchifm and apoitacy. This was no more than the 
firft religion, invented as the ftepping-ftone that fhould 
dead the people to a nullity of all religion. Grounded oa 

# Decrees of OSober 25, November % f December 19, 1789; 
and February ij, 1790. 
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the principles of Revolutionary Equality and Liberty* it 
conftitutes the people fovereigns in the (an&uary,juft as 
thofe fame principles had conftituted them fovereigns a- 
round the throne; it endows the people with rights that 
the gofpel has referved to the miniftry; it was no more 
than a repetition of thofe errors of Camus* of the apoftate 
of Ypres, and of the fchifm of Utrecht, long fince ana* 
thematized. Notwithftanding the difguife it hcdafiiimedj 
the clergy of France foon difcovered its real tendency* 
arid at the peril of their lives they refufed Co take theouth 
of apoftacyi The faithful paftors were expelled from their 
Les and churches, perfecutcd, calumniated* and reviled in 
the grofleft manner ; for the legiflating committee had 
faid to ihc people, Dare every thing again/} the Clergy \ 
you Jhall be fupporied . Soon is the national worihip con- 
verted into that of perjury and intrufion, for the true 
priefts of Chrift: are driven from his altars; at Nifmes 
and Avignon they are flaughtered ; and the man who had 
(worn to crujh Chrift and his altars* who had declared his 
gofpel to be a gofpel of flaves* together with him who had 
begun the revolution by declaring that France muft be 
dijeatholizedj ( decat holifee) are carried in triumph to one 
of the moft magnificent temples of the Lord* now con- 
verted into a den of thieves, into the pantheon of the gods 
of the revolution, in fhort* into the burial place of a Vol- 
taire, a Jean Jaques, Roufleau, or a Mirabeau.* Such 
were the labors of the firft revolutionary legiflatorSi 
by the tc- A new fet of legiflators fucceed to the firft, and profe- 
cond as- cute fimilar plots againft the priefthood. New oaths are 
fcmbly; decreed, which fhow in a ftill clearer light that apoftacy 
is their object. The conftancy of the clergy exafperates 
them. The apoftates reprefent their brethren as refracto- 
ry to the laws, and decrees of banifhment are palled a- 
gainft thofe who would not fwearto their abominations, f 
Lut thefe decrees are only a fignal given for the brigands 
to execute that which thefe confpiring legiflators dared 
not publicly ordain. Their municipalities had taken the 
precaution toftow into different churches vaft numbers of 
thefe valiant confelfors of their faith, thefe clergy who 

* See the fittings of April to, Augufl 24, 1790 j and Janu* 
ary 4, April 4, May 30, Auguft 27 , 1791 . 

t Decrees November 39, 1791J and April 6* May a6, An- 
guft 26,1791. 
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Were to be baniflieiL The brigands are then let lodfe, 
armed with pikes and hatchets* and the Herculefes and 
Bellerephons of the bloody September make their appear - 
ance \ this is alfo the day on which thofe avengers *f A- 
it ram Came forward, thofe men who in the occult Lo iges 
had been taught to ftrike the viftims, to tea? out the 
heart, and bear away in triumph the heads of thofe pro- 
fcribed perfons ftyled prophane. When the hiftorian fliall 
proceed to paint the horrors of thofe bloody days, let him 
not forget the oaths of the Knights Kadofch , and at whom 
they were aimed. Let him follow into the Lodges thofe 
brigands that Philip of Orleans had initiated, and his a* 
ftoiiilhment will be greatly abated at the fight of fo ma- 
ny pontiffs and priefts immolated on the fame day, to the 
hatred of the adepts, and to the manes of their premier 
chief.* 

Contrary to the expe&ations of the confpirators, the 
people of the provinces refufed to imitate the brigands of 
Pans; and thus did whole hecatombs of vi&ims efcape 
the fate to which they had been devoted. It was in vain 
that the municipality of Paris invited ali France to feck 
its fafety in the death of fo many priefts alledged to be re* 
fra&orytf In vain did Lafitte, and the other commiftarieJ 

• I am ferry to fay it, but it is a faft that cannot be hidden j 
honeft mafons will fbudder at it* but they mud be informed 
of what monfters have ifTued from their Lodges. During the 
whole of the riots, whether at the Town-hall or at the Car- 
tnes, the real figns for rallying and fraternizing with the bri- 
gands were mafonic. During the time of the butchery the mur- 
derers offered the mafonic grip to the ftanders-by. and frater- 
nised with or drove them off according as they anfwered or 
mifapprehended it. i myfelf faw a man of the lovvzft rabble 
who explained to me how they had offered him their hands, 
and that not knowing howto anfwerthe grip he was driven a- 
way with contempt, while others who were not ftrangers to 
the fcience were admitted in the midft of the carnage, with a 
(mile. I am even acquainted with a clergyman, who, by means 
of the figns of mafonry, efcaped from the biigands at the 
Town-hall. It is true, that had he not been difguifed, his 
fcience would have been but of little avail ; for no {boner were 
thofe fame brigands informed that he was an ecclefiaftic, than 
they purfued him. Neither could the fcience be of any fervice 
to the ariftocratic brethren; and this prectulion will fufRce to 
demonftrate to the ecclefiaftic and ariftocratic members, that 
they were but the mere dupe* of the occult Lodges of the fra- 
ternity. 

* '1 he addrefs of the 3d September, 179a. 
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of the confpiring legiflators, range throughout the towns* 
and the country, declaring that the true fpirit of the de- 
crees meant the death and not the banishment of thefe 
ptiefts ; the people were not yet ripe for fuch atrocities. It 
was executioners that were wanting to the confpirators, 
and not the good will of the fecond aflembly ; but it is al- 
fb true, that from that inftant they no longer had it in 
their power to confummate that which the fir A aflembly 
• bad begun. The former legislators had ruined and driven 
the clergy from the altar; the latter had made a hecatomb 
of them; and it was in vociferating curfes on thofe who 
fled to other nations, that they beheld them baffling their 
rage, and fubmitting to exile rather than deny the faith of 
their divinemaAer. 

the Hithert6,however, different pretences had concealed the 

temhJv'" rea * mot * ves perfections againft the paftors of the 

church* The Roman Catholics, indeed, could no longer 
cxcrcife their religion in France; but the confitutional 
intruder /, and the difciples of Luther and Calvin, ftill 
continued to pronounce the name of Chrift in th^ir tem- 
ples. The third aflembly now throws off the ma/k. The 
Hierophants of Ilium inifm had declared in their my Aeries, 
that a day would come when reafon would be the foie code 
of man . The adept Hebert appears with this code, 
and France rccognifcs ho other worfbip but that of rea- 
fon. Ir is at once the religion of the SophiAer, whofe rea - 
fon tells him that there is a God, as well as of him whofe 
reafon tells him that there is no.God; it is the religion of 
the SophiAer adoring himfelf, his own reafon, or his fup- 
pofed wifdom; as it is that of the vain mortal in delirium; 
nevertheless, this is the only worfhip tolerated by the Ja- 
cobin equal and free. The wanton devotees of Venus 
appear; one is immediately fet up on the altar 2 nd ador- 
ed as the Goddefs of Reafon ; and the fumes of incenfe 
no longer rife but in her worfhip. The infatiable Guil- 
lotine will now devour whatever part of the clergy had 
hitherto efcaped. The time is now come for fifing in 
the germ every thing that can recal to mind the gofpel, 
the God of Chriftians, his feafts, or thofe of his faints.— 
They are now profcribed, and are no longer to be feen 
on the calendars publifhed for the people; thus affimilat- 
ing them to thofe that had long fmee been in ufe with the 
Sect. The very order of the weeks, the months, the year, 
is overturned. The great day of the Lord, the Sunday, 
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Js abolifhed, for it recalled to the minds of the people the 
exiftence of a God and of a Creator; but leaft the peo- 
ple fhould ftill fear the power of an avenging God after 
death, they will read engraved on the tombs of their fore- 
fathers, and on thofe even into which they are to defcend 
themfelves, that death is only an eternal Jleep ; and this 
was one of the grand myfteries. The few priefts who re- 
mained, and who ftill adored an avenging God and a 
Creator, were either to abjure the very character of the 
ancient priefthood, or perifh, flowed up in loathfome dun- 
geons, beneath the fatal axe of the guillotine, or immer- 
fed in the waters of the Loire, or of the ocean. Such was 
the reign of the confpirators Hebert and Robefpierre. 

The tyrants quarrel among themfelves and devour each 
other; and even the revolution may be faid to have its re- 
volutions. Impiety, for a time, aflbmes a different* fhape, 
but does not relent in its perfection againft the gofpel 
and the priefthood. One might have been tempted to 
think that it was returning on its own footfteps, for the 
people would ftill adore a God, notwithstanding this new 
reign of Reafon\ and Robefpierre allows them, for a time, 
a fupreme being. Next comes Reveillere-Lepaux 
with his rheophilanthropic worfhip. This was the fourth 
religion invented by the Se£t. It is another tyrant of Is- 
rael erecting a golden calf, to hinder the people from a- 
doring the true God. It is the Magi Of llluminifm in- 
venting religion after religion, and god after god, in hopes 
ofdifgufting the people with every idea of a god. They, 
indeed, allow this unfortunate people to pronounce his 
name again; but let us proceed to this Theophilanthropie 
meeting. There every perfon who ftill believes in God 
is treated as a man imbued with vulgar prejudices, as a 
fool or a madman. There they make no farther myftery 
of their defigns, that if ever they can infufe their philofo- 
phic fpirit into the people, all this new worfhip fhall be 
oanifhed as was the former.* It is always the worfhip of 
cunning and impious rage againft the priefthood of the 
Lord. The Seft appears for a time to have caft afide the 
jnftruments of death; but it is only to condemn its vic- 
tims to a more flow and cruel end. It never ceafes to pro- 

* This is the exatf ftatement of an account that I received 
from a gentleman who procured initiation into the myfteries 
of the prefent 7 heophilanthropi/h of Pari*. 
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claim its oaths of Equality and Liberty if tbofe blti* 
fmgs of the revolution^ however, can only be acquired for 
the prjeithood by perjury and apoftacy. But wo be to thofe 
who refufe it; in vain does the citizen offer them an afy- 
J urn in his houfe, domiciliary vifits will foon difcovet them* 
4— Do they retire into the forefts, into caverns, they are 
hunted down and banifhed to the wilderneffes of Guya- 
na; and pilots more to be feared than the temped are fent 
to convey them. 

Thus do all the different plots of the Sophiflers of Im«* 
piety, which had been fo long a time contriving in dark- 
jiefs, burft forth into broad day-light, the obje& of their 
myfteries is accompliOied; that wife, that oath of erujh - 
ing Cbrifl and his religion, with its miniflers, is confum- 
mated. But the reader has not forgotten, that the Sophis- 
fters of Rebellion coalefced with thofe of Impiety. The 
adepts had all'o fworn to crufe the monarch and his throne; 
here again my reader muft have got the ftart of me, and 
will immediately fay, “ but the revolution has alfo con- 
u fummated their plots againft the throne, as it has thofe 
u againft Chrift and his altars.” 

To the de- Here again muft the hillorian wade through fee nes of 
crees a* blood and horror, and his fight will be blafted.by the moft 
gainlt rao- atrocious crimes. If he has the ftrength and patience he 
***chy; mav enumerate them; but, at the feme time, let him ne- 
ver lofe light of the Se£l that has foftered them. Let him 
follow its progrefs; agents may vary, confpirators may 
fecceed each other in the legiflative hall, but they will all 
proceed from one common den wherein the adepts have 
contrived their plots. The thread of this horrid catas- 
trophe will always be the feme, though held in fucceffion 
by ^different hands. Equality and Liberty will always be 
*he principle, and the confequences will alwiys ftrike at 
the monarch and monarchy, as they have done againft 
Chrift and his religion. In this revolution of Equality 
and Liberty, crimes againft the church, and crimes a- 
gainft the ftate are entwined together; to-day the church, 
to. morrow the fovereigq, the day after proprietors are at- 
tacked, and this continues in a long concatenation which 
always takes its rife, as from its centre, in the club of the 
Jacobins, in the reunion of every fpecies of confpiring a- 
dept, Their firft confpiring legiflators* fuch as Mirabeau, 

t Decree January 10, 1796a 
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Jfyeyes, Barnave, Orleans La Fayette, Lameth, Cha* 
br<?ud, Gregoirc, Petion, Bailly, Rabaud, Chapellier, and 
all the deputies of the Mountain, habitually pafs from the 
tribune of the Jacobin* to that of the manege. There a 
Uj ft conftitution was prepared, that was to oyer whelm the 
throne as it had dome the altar; that was to weaken Lewis 
X VI. and ftrip him not only of his authority, but alfo of 
the affeftion of his fubjedts; that was to take from hint 
the command of the army, and deprive him of the fupport 
of his no‘oi|i cy; that was, in fliort, to rob him daily of 
fome part or that authority which conftitutes the monarch* 
Two years were fpept in diflemiqating calumnies, in ftir- 
jing up the people, or in paffing decrees as derogatory to 
royalty as they yv^re injurious to religion^ This legifla- 
tive roqt bad formed a code of laws againft the church, 
that was to leave but the name of religion to the French 
nation; from the fame .clamorous multitude are iflfued 
laws againft monarchy, that reduced the unfortunate Lew ? 
is XVI. to a m^re cypher; a captjve in hjs palace, fur- 
rounded by brigands, he is forced, as the clergy had been, 
to landlion thofe vei y decrees that defpoiled him; the 
clergy had pleaded the duties of the priefthood in oppofi- 
tion to the decrees; the king fets forth the duties of the 
monarch; he claims, as they had done, his liberty, and 
jfor a moment thinks he has obtained it by his flight tp 
Varennes. But the trajtor* La Fayette foon difpel)ed thq 

K k 

* Left public documents (hould pot be fufficiently explana? 
yory of the conduit of La Fayette on this occafion, and as fe- 
deral perfons have wiflied to perfuade the public that he waf 
perfedlly ignorant of the intended flight of i|ie king, I here 
publifh a true ft&tement of fa<3$. — A German woman, married 
to a Frenchman of the name of Rochtreuil , was employed in 
fhe queen's fervice under the title of Porte ebaife d'affaires — 
This woman had ftiown fo much indignation, and had wept (o 
bitterly on the ;th and <(h of Oftober, that the queen, affected 
at feeing fuen proofs of attachment in this wonjan, entrufted 
her with the care of preparing her broth, and lodged ber in a 
room on the ground floor of her own apartment, which com* 
lounicated to the apartment that had been occupied by the 
Duke of Villequier. In the beginning of June, the queen, who 
began to prepare for her intended evafion, lodged this Mrs. 
Richereuil iq another room* She immediately harbored fufpi- 
cions of Tome intended plan, and watched the king and queeo. 
Tfie great confidence they both had in her gave her the oppor- 
tunity of knowing th.e whole fchejqe of the king’s flight. On 
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iHufldn, and only permitted him to enjoy it for an htfka&fr 
that he might drag his royal m after back to the capital 
expofed to every outrage, there to keep him a elofer pri- 
soner. Lewis, a prifoner r at length ferrftions this eoafti- 
tution of Equality and Liberty ; he ftili bears die tide of 
king, when a new band of ruffians or legiflative adepts- 
make their appearance to form the fecond National As- 
sembly. 

by the fe- The fr con< * aflcmbly finds Lewis a captive in his pa-* 
cond as- lace \ and they proceed in the wicked career of their pre- 
ferably; deceflbrs. Each fitting gave birth Co new decrees more 
and more derogatory to the authority of the monarch; 
daily were the people ftirred up to infurre&ion againft the 
altar and the throne. At length the day drew near when 
both were to fell beneath their blows. The long lift of 
clergy that were to be immolated had been already form - 
td by the Jacobin municipality, and the Jacobin legifh- 
tors furround the palace of Lewis with legions of bri- 
gands. He is reduced to feek an afylum in the midft of 
that very affcmbly that had fent this mob of mifcreants a- 

tbe toth of June (he informed McflVs. La Fayette and Gocrtio* 
of what (he had ohferved, and lodged an information at the 
Comitt Jet Rcchercbes of the National A (Terribly. She bad ele- 
ven conferences with them in the (pace of nine days* In coo- 
feqtience of thefe denunciations, M.de la Fayette charged thiri 
teetr officers cm whom he could depend* to patrole every night 
within the interior of the Thuillcries. but with ftcret orders to 
favor the evafion. His orders had been given in a Gmiiar man- 
ner along the road. Drouet had been inftrofled in the part hr 
\vas to a£h The remaining pan of that fatal icumey to Varen- 
hes, and the arreftatron of the king, may be all eafily conceived* 
excepting that excefs of infolence with which La Fayette nfed 
his victory, and the outrages he heaped on the unfortunate 
Lewis, when dragging him back to his prifon of the ThuiK 
leries. 

Another anecdote that may furprizt the reader is*that when 
the queen had been informed of the treacherous behavior of 
this woman, Rochereuil, and had difmiffcd the traitor from 
her fervice. this wretch had the infolence to prefem a memo- 
rial, that a deputy had penned for her, to the queen, requeu- 
ing that fee might be admitted again into her fomce, and dat- 
ing that in her opinion fee coold not have given her majeftya 
greater proof of her gratitude and fidelity than by depriving 
her of the poffibilhy of hearkening to the evil councils of the 
royalifts — The queen gave the memorial to Mr. /YiVar, the 
hiftoriographer of France for the foreign department. '1 he de- 
nunciation of this woman is carefully preferred in what are 
ilyled the National Archives. 
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garni him; they pronounce his fufpenfion, as according 
to the new forms they would have encroached on the fg- 
vereignty of the people in pronouncing the abolition of 
royalty; but left he (hould miftake the nature of his crimes 
thev proclaim the new aera and the new oath of Equality 
pid Liberty , both of which are to date from this day.— 

They then decree the convocation of a new aflhmbly which 
is to pronounce definitively on the fate of the monarch* ** 

All thefe decrees are pafted in his prefence; for they had 
barbarously (hut up him and his family in a tribune ap- 
propriated to the writers of a Newfpaper, left he (hould 
iofe a Angle word of the outrages and calumnies vented 
againft his peribn, or of the laws pronounced for the an- 
nihilation of the throne. But his death had been already 
refolved; meanwhile he is fent to the towers of the Tem- 
ple to await his cruel deftiny.* 

I (hould be little inclined to infill on the atrocious feats Confpira- 
that Signalized thefe horrid triumphs of the fecond aflem- cy of the 
bly, or on the arts employed to prepare them, were it not *° 1 ^ 
that the true thread of fuch a multitude of crimes has not Augu * 
been properly difcovered. The whole was contrived by 
Briftbt. The Se&, it is true, furnilhed him with agents, 
but he was conftandy the chief of the conlpiracy of the 
^Oth of Auguft. During a whole yea* he was employed 
m preparing it ; he had conceived it even before he was 
named a legiflatoc. Initiated in all the myfteries of Hoi- 
bach’s club, and even contending with Condorcet for the 
precedency among the Voltairian Sophifters, no fooner f 
was he deputed to the grand aflembly, than he thought 
himfelf called to fulfil the decree which he had long iince 
pronounced, Thai the feeptre of the Bourbons fbould b< 

Jbiveredy and France hi transformed into a republic .f— 

* Sittings of Auguft i«» si* and is, 1791. 

+ Lewis XVI. was but a child when Sir Horace Walf>o!e, 

( fince Lord Orford,) after a ftioit ftay at Paris, wrote the fol- 
owing letter to Marefchal Conway on the views and plans of 
the Sophifters. It is dated O&ober 28 , 1765. 

44 The Dauphin (father to Lewis XVI.) will probably hold 
w out very few days. His death, that is, the near prol'peft of 

** it, fills the Fhibfiphers with the greateft joy, as it was fcar- 
m ed be would endeavor the reftoration of the Jeftiits. You 
M will think, the fentiments of the Phihfophers very o ddjlite- 
4i news. — But do you know what tlye Pbitofophers are, or what 
4 f the term means here? In the firft place, it comprehends al- 
44 moft every body; and in the neat means n>fn, who, avowing 
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Scarcely was he feated among thefe hew legiflatofs ‘totiHI 
he caft his eyes afound him ill quell of adepts who might 
fco-operate in hurling from his throne that unfortunate 
monarch, whofe power the preceding affembly had reduce 
cd to a mere phantom. He foon perceived that fame ha- 
tred to royalty raging in the breafts of a Perion, a Buzot? 
ft Vergniaux, a Gaudet, a Genfonne, or a Louver, and 
to them he opened his plans. 

According to the plan contrived by the confpirators* 
we lhall fee that France was in the firft place to be inun- 
dated with journals, all ftimulating the people to com- 
plete the grand work of their liberty. By dint of libels 
and moft odious calumnies againft Lewis X V I. and his 
queen ; they were to eradicate every fentiment of affec- 
tion from the heart of the fubjed. They next bethought 
themfeives of ftirring up the foreign powers, that Lewis 
XVI. being engaged in war without, might fall an eaficr 
prey to intrigue within. We next hear the club refound- 
ing with that very fentcnce which Briflbt afterwards writes 
to the generals of bis revolution: Europe rnuji be fet oh 
fire at the four corners \ in that our fafety ties.* By means 
of their adepts and clubs they were perpetually exciting 
the people to infurre£Hon, in order to call the odium on 
the king and queen; Under pretence of taking meafurcs 
againft thefe frequent infurrc&ions, and to ward off the 
danger to which they expofed France, they formed in the 
National Aflembly a fecret committee under the tide of 
extraordinary co?nmijfion , and which was the head of thd 
Fa&ion fmee called the Girondins , from the department 

** war againft popervj aim, many of them, a) a fuhverfion of 
u ail religion , and fill many more at the dejiruttion of regal 
“ power. — How do you know this ? you will fay; you, who 
“ have been but fix weeks in France, three of which you hive 
V been confined in your chamber.— True $ but in the firft pe- 
4 ‘ riod I went eveiy where, and heard nothing elfe; in the tat* 
*' ter I have been extremely vilited. and have had long and ex- 
plicit conversations with many who think as I tell you. and 
* with a few of the other fide, who are no 1 *fs pei fuaded that 
4< there ate fnch intentions. In particular, I had two officers 
fc here the other night, neither of them young, whom 1 had 
difficulty to keep From a ferious quarrel, and who, in the heat 
of the difpute, informed me of much moie than I could have 
41 learned with great pains . (VoU VJ 

* See Mallet Du Pan's Confideratiofts on the Nftttire of iht 
Revolution, P. 3^. 
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W the dironde, in Gafcony. It was there that BrifTot,at 
the head of the Eled, and prefiding in the commijfton , pre- 
pared, in filence, thoife decrees that were to confummate 
the plots againft monarchy. He withed to give this revo* 
lution an appearance of philofophy, folicited by an en- 
lightened people tired of its kings, and willing to recog- 
nize no other fovereign than itfelf. Hefent his emiflaries 
into the provinces; but they all returned* declaring that 
the French nation was unwilling to facritice its king.—* 
He then founded the legiflative aflembly, and the opinions 
of the majority alfo coincided with the wiflies of the peo- 
ple.— What he could not accomplifli by his fophiftry, he 
how determined to efFeduate by means of pikes and his 
blood-thirfty legions of brigands.— He calls thole legions 
from the South known by the name of MarfeUleis> from 
the Weft the Jacobins fend up the brigands of Breft; 
Barbaroux and PtiniSy Carra and Beaujois the intruded 
vicar of Blois, Bejfe from the Drome* Gailiffot from Lan- 
grcs, Fournier the Weft-Indian, General IVeJlermann , 
Kieulin from Stralbourg, Sant err e the brewer, Antoine 
from Met z, and Gorfas the journalift* combined with the 
Girondinr . They hold their councils fometimesat Robc- 
fpierre’s* at others at the SoUild’Ory (the golden Sun,) 
a tavern near the Baftille. Syeyes and hisclub of twenty- 
twoy or the occult Lodge o t the Jacobins, fecond them 
with all their might.— Maraty Prudhommey and Millin 9 
with all the Journalifts of the Party* daily invent new ca- 
lumnies againft Lewis and his royal Conforti Alexandre 
and the renegado Chabot ftir up the fuburbs ot St. An- 
toine and Si. Marceau . Philip of Orleans contributes his 
money and his party* becaufe he is in hopes of being him- 
felf exalted to the throne, as foon as Lewis XV i. Iball 
be driven from it; and even though he were not to fuc- 
ceed in obtaining the throne* he will at leaft have grati* 
fied his vengeance. 

Every thing is agreed on; the Legions are arrived; at 
ten minutes before one in the morning the alarm bells ring 
the prelude to the terrible 10th of Auguft. The fecond 
Aflembly has now fulfilled its tafk; Lewis XVI. is de- 
cl red to be deprived of all right to the crown. He is 
torn from the palace of his forefathers* and immured with- 
in the towers of the Temple. It is there that the third 
Aflembly of Legiilators is to find him, and are to lead 
him from thence to the fcaffold to fulfil the oaths of the 
Occult Lodges. 
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, Should the hiftorian hcfitatc af recognising this pro* 
greflion of the, Sed, to cendud us to & terrible catas* 
trophe of the xoth of Auguft, let him turn to the avow* 
ais of the adepts themfelves.— The day is come when they 
envy each other the com million of fuch crimes} they had 
inftalled Bri Hot the leader of the Jacobins* but Robe* 
fpierre, Marat, and panton (hatch the feeptre from him} 
he wifhes to wreft it from them again, and he pubiiihes 
an addrefs to all the Jacobins of France to fubft antiate his 
rights. His apology, as well as that of his co-adept Lou* 
vet are in fubftance no more than the hiftory of the very 
confpiracy I have juft been deferibing. Should it be ne* 
ceflary, for the con vision of the reader, to turn to any 
part of it, let him hearken to Briflot, when laying, the 
T riumvirs Robefpierre, Marat, and Damon, have accufed 
me 44 of being the author of the war, and had it not been 
u for the war, Royalty would have ft ill fublifted ! Had it 
44 not been for the war, thoufands of talents, thousands of 
44 virtues would never have burft forth from obfeurity ! 
44 — And had it not been for the war, Savoy and fomany 
44 other ftates whofe fetters are about to fall, would ne- 
44 ver have acquired their Liberty.— They were fearful 
* of a war concluded by a King— Oh ! (hallow politic 
44 dans ! It was preci&ly becaufe this perjured King 
44 was to condud die war, becaufe he could only con- 
44 dud it as a traitor, becaufe this treafon alone would in* 
44 fallibly lead him to his ruin ; it was for fiich reafons, 
44 that it was neceflary to have a war conduded by the 
44 King. — It was the abolition of Royalty that 1 bad in 
44 view when I caufed war to be declared— Men who 
44 were enlightened underftood me, when on the 30th of 
44 December 1791, they heard me anfwer Robcl pierre, 
44 who was always talking to me of treafons to be feared, 
44 1 have but one fear 9 which fr, that we jkall not be be - 
44 trayedi we Jland in need of treachery^ for our whole 
44 f°i ct y depends on our being betrayed— For treafons 
44 would foon make that which thwarts the greatnefs of 
44 the French nation difeppear, I mean Royalty.” 

But while this Sophifter is declaiming fo much on 
treafonsy and glorying in that which he had for fo long a 
time premeditated againft this unfortunate Sovereign, 
which he makes his title of pre-eminence iu the eyes of 
the Jacobins, he takes care not to mention that he would 
nave ben ay cd the traitors thetnfelves, had Lewis XVI. 
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bid tn&vfy fiifBcient to fupply his extravagant demands. 
On the gth of Auguft, the eve of the day when all the 
Confpiracors were to be put in attion, he fent toafk the 
King for twelve millions (500,000].) as a price for with- ' 
drawing from the Cqnfpiracy and for rendering it abor- 
tive.* — What extraordinary men are thefe Sophifters, 
and what idea£ do they form of their own virtues ! But 
truth impofcs on us the difgufting tafk of hearkening to 
this man, while narrating his own crimes. He will boaft 
of the time that he employed in meditating and preparing 
them, and will reprefent the callous indifference with 
which he viewed the canibal fcenes of that bloody day as J 
greatnefe of foul. * They accufe me (he continues) of 
v having prelided over tho extraordinary commijfion', and 
w if the able beads of that commjfon had not prepared , 
“ and that a long while previous to the 10th of Auguft, 

* thofe decrees mat faved France, fuch as the fufpenfion 
v of the Kingy the convocation of the Convention , the or- 

* ganization of a Republican Minifry, if thefe decrees 

* had not been wifely combined, fo as to bantfh every 
« idea of force or terror ; bad they not borne the (lamp of 
v grandeur and of cool deliberation, the Revolution of 
v the 10th of Auguft would have appeared to the eyes of 

* all Europe to have been a Revolution of canibals . — ; 
h But at the fight of wiidoff)' presiding in the inidft at 

* thefe ftorms,and (laying even the ana of carnage, Eu^ 
K rope then believed that France was faved. Let who 

* will calumniate the 10th of Auguft, * the valor of thi 
u federated bands and the deliberate decrees of the Na- 
u tional Affemby, which had been prepared by the Gomi 

* miffioHy will forever immortalize thatday.”f 

Let us follow this ft range Sophifter* for, after (howl- 
ing how he betrayed Lewis XVI. he will now explain 
the manner in which he betrayed both die Nation and 
the Aflemblys how he and his adherents gradually led 
the people, and the majority of the Aflembly to the com- 
mifiton of crimes, of which neither approved. My epi- 
“ nion (of the 9th of July) on the depolidon of the King 
^ has been much cavilled at. The fame has happened to 
11 Vergniaux — I here call to witnefs my Colleagues, all 
M thofe who were acquainted with the Jtate of oUr Affem * 

* See the Memoirs of Mr. Bertrand, Vo!. ITT. Chap. XXII. 
t Br‘iffot # s Letter to the Jacobins, O&ober 24* 179a* 
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44 b!y> with the weainefs and minority of the patriots , tho 
« corruption of terror, the averfion in which the enthufi~ 
44 arts held the court party. Doubtlefs, it needed no final} 
44 fhare of courage to rifle that eloquent hypothecs on the 
44 crimes of the King in the midft of fuch an affembly as. 
44 Vergniaux did. And the day after that coalition, which 
* fo much weakened the party of the Patriots, was it not 
^ a talk that required courage which I undertook, to give 
44 a lively defeription of the crimes of the King, and to 
44 propofe his being brought to trial. This was blafphe - 
4C my in the eyes of the majority^ neverthelefs / dared to 

44 fP ea ^ 

When deferibing the Girondinsy his chief fupport, he 
fays, u perpetually occupied in repairing their faults, in 
44 union with other enlightened patriots, they were prepa-. 
44 ring the minds to pronounce the fufpenfion of the King . 
44 — 7 hey were far from conceiving fuch a Jlep\ and this 
44 was my reafon for rifking that famous difeourfe of the 

V 2bth July on the depojitiony a difeourfe that in the con- 
44 ception of ordinary minds was a derdidtion of princi- 
44 pie, but in the eyes of the enlightened, was only a pm* 
44 dent and neceffary manoeuvre . I well knew that the 
44 Ariftocratical party wilbed nothing fo much as to meet 

V the queftion on the depofition, becaufe they tho’t them- 
44 fclves certain of fuccefs, and becaufe the minis were not 
44 yet ripe in the Departments — r the defeat of the Patri - 
t 4 ots was therefore inevitable. It was neceffary then to 
44 tacky in order to gain ftmcy to enlighten the public opt - 
f 4 nior\y or to ripen it for iffurreBion\ for fhe depofitioo 
f 4 of the King could be effedted but by one of thefe two 
44 means. — rSuch were my motives for pronouncing my 
f 4 difeourfe on the $6th of July, which expofed me to w 
44 much reproach, and even ranked me among the fcerct 
44 Royalifts, while the Patriote Francois (the qewfpaper 
* 4 that he publilbed) never ceafed to prepare the nyinds in 
f 4 the Departments for thefe extraordinary meafures.** 

Amidft the multitude of reflections that mult natural- 
ly arife on the perufal of thefe ayowals, the words it was 
therefore neceffary to tacky ip order to gain time y to en- 
lighten the public opiniony or to ripen it for infurreftioMy 
prefent us with a great axiom in the theory of Revolu~ 
tions. They (how us, that thofe infurredtions reprefented 
as the grand movements of a people, as the adt of the ma- 
jority of a nation, are merely the efforts of an united 
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fluSton againft the majority of a nation; that had the 
opinions of the majority of the nation coincided with the 
view $ of the Confpirators, they would not have been obli- 
ged to feek the aid of brigands, in order to triumph by 
arms and terror over an unarmed and unfufpe&ing peo- 
ple. It may be obje&ed, that France had its National 
Guards; moft certainly it had; but Briffot carefully 
avoided calling on them for fuccor. He had feen them 
flocking from all parts of France to the federation on the 
14-h o: July ; but tbefe truly federat'd bands had fliown 
the greateft marks of attichment to Lewis and his Royal 
Confort; and it was not to fuch men that the Confpira- 
tors dared propofe the depofition of the King. What 
plan do the Confpirators adopt? They affemble all thofe 
J>:igands called Marfeiilois , (not becaufe they were in- 
habitants of Marfeilles or Provence, but becaufe the great- 
er part of them had been condemned to the gallies at Mar- 
frilles), and furname thele brigands of all countries The 
Federated Bands . They oblige the inhabitants of the 
fuburbs to fall into the ranks with them ; they caufe the 
commander of the National Guard to be murdered, that, 
being without a chief, it might have no unity of a&ion, 
and that thofe who had been fed uced might join the bri- 
gands. They then reprcfent as a general infur re&i on of 
the people, as the will of the nation, that which they have 
the.nfelves demonftrated to have been no other than an 
jnfurreclion of their own cut-throat bands againft their 
King and the nation at large. Such has been the whole 
progrefs of the Revolution; all has been done by mobs 
anihWufre^ions, or, as the chiefs ftvle it, by means of 
force and terror , whxh have enflaved a nation that had 
refilled every means of fedu&ion. 

Similar proofs relating to that atrocious Revolution 
of the ioth of Augutl are to be found in Louvet’s dis- 
courfe; he alfo boalls of his cunning in preparing the 
plots. We Jacobins wijhedfor war , (he fays) becaufe 

* c peace muft have undoubtedly killed the Republic— be- 
* iC caufe, undertaken in time, the misfortunes inevitable 
<c at the firft outlet could be repaired, and would at once 
u P ur *fy the Senate } the Armies and the Throne— Every 
* c man worthy of being a Republican loudly called for 
<c war. They dared afpirc tojlrike a mortal blow at Roy - 
alty itfelfi to exterminate it for ever , in France firjl , 
u ANJP THEN THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE.” He 
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then alludes to the parts afted by his accomplices.-* ** -* 
u Thofe whom you call my friends (he fays to Robes-* 
“ pierre) were KolancL, who had denounced Lewis XVI* 
“ to all France — Servan> who was involved in the hon- 
w orable retreat of the Minifter of the Interior, and only 
' “ returned into office with him, and that to fave France 

« — Pet ion , whofe conduct at once vigorous and wife, was 
a wearing out Royalty — Bri£'ot , he was writing againft 
<l Monarchy,” (Condorcet was alfo writing in the fame 
caufe) — w Fergniaux , Genfonne , and many others, were 
preparing btfore hand the plan for the fufpenfton — Gau- 
« det was feated in the chair when the cannon began to 
“ roar . — Barharoux was advancing at the head of the 
a Marfeillois for the 10 th of Augu£\ and lucky it is for 
“ you that he headed them — I (Louvet)^ was writing the 
tt Sentinelle ; and your eternal vaporings obfige me to fay, 
Cl that my journal contributed much more to the Revolu- 
u tion of the i-Qth of Auguft, than your Defenfeur de la 
a Conjlitution (written by Robefpierre 
By the Thus have thefe fanguinary Legiflators fumifhed the 
third as- Hiftorian with the proofs of their own guilt, and of their 
iembly. crimes againft their Sovereign. Let this Republic then 
appear, this Republic of Etpiality and Liberty, (along 
chcrifhed by the Sophiftcrs, and nurtured by the adepts 
in their Occult Lodges ! Lewis is no longer feated on the 
throne! Let not Lewis, nor any Bourbon, nor any living. 
France de- creature afpire to it in future. Royalty is abolijked , and 
dared a France is proclaimed a Republic . This is the firft dc- 
Republic. cree of thofe Confpirators ftyling themfelves a Convention , 
and fucceeding to thole who had called themfelves the fe- 
cund National Aflcmbly (September 21, 1792)* The 
better to eltahlifti Equality, every mark of rank, even 
the common marks or civility as well as the title of King 
are proferibed and Citizen is in future the foie appella- 
tion allowed ( Ottober 29). Left the very fight of a faith- 
ful fubjciSl fhould reeal the idea of a King, death- is pro- 

* See hornet's Addrcfs to Robefpierre . Should the reader 
wifti for any more ofthcle avowals and vapouring? of a multi- 
tude ot adepts on the art with which they prepared the fan- 
puinarv feenes of that day, let them read Robefpierre' s Letter 
to ha Conjiituents ; Pet ion's Obfei'vations on that Letter; the 
Annates Patriotiques , by Carra and Mercier, 30th Nov. 1791 » 

* * tpkronique de Parity by Millin, and bis threats on the 5th 
ol Auguit, 179s, &c. &c. 
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pounced againft every Emigrant who (hall dare to fet 
foot on the territories of the Republic ( November io). 

The fame punifliment is pronounced againft any mart 
who (hould dare propofe the re»ejiablijhment of Royalty 
in France ( December 4). 

The Sect now proceeds towards the completion of Lewi* 
its myfteries. Lewis, who had been feated on the throne, XVI. is 
ftill exifts; and it was not in vain that the adepts had gjj n t < Q eran 
been taught in the caverns of the Knights Kadofch to death, 
trample on crowns and ftab Kings. To the atrocious 
games reality rauft fucceed; Robcfpierre advances ; but 
let him and his hangman range for a time on the field ; 
he is no more than a wild beaft that the Se& have let 
loofe. He is not the wretch that devours the captive 
Monarch; it is the Se&. Even in Lewis are two dis- 
tinct perfons in the eyes of the Jacobins. They would 
perhaps have loved and revered him in private life; but 
he was King, and they foam with rage at the very idea ; 
his head falls on the fcaffold ; their relentlefs vengeance 
even ftrikes the ftatue of the beloved and great Henry 
IV.; every monument that can recal the idea of a King 
fells beneath their blows* It was not at Lewis, it was at 
Royalty, that thefe modern V andals aimed. They decla- 
red Lewis XVI. to be a tyrant ; they continue to proclaim 
k; but they have their own interpretation; they ftyle him 
fo, juft as the Sophifters ftyled every King a Tyrant . — 

They knew well, that Lewis XVI. had during a reign of 
nineteen years figned many a pardon, but had never figned 
a (ingle death-warrant; and that certainly is not the cha- 
rafter of a tyrant. They knew well, that the firft adt of 
Lewis on his coming to the throne was to releafe his (ob- 
jects from the taxcuftomary on fuch an occafion ; he abo- 
lifticd thecuftom of th tCorvees (pr bind days) ; neither the 
accufed nor even the guilty, could be put to the torture 
during his reign; and do fuch ediCls befpeak the tyrant ? 

They aifo faw him relinquifli in favor ot his fubjcAs all 
the feudal rights in his own domains, that he might ob- 
tain by example that alleviation for his people, whioh he 
could not eftablifh by authority without making an at- 
tack upon private property. They knew well that Lewis 
XVI. was entirely free from thofe vices which are cither 
odious or burdenfome to nations; he was religious, an 
enemy to oftentation, compaffionate and generous to the 
poor*, they had feen him lavifliing his privy purfe to 
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warm, to cloatb, to feed the indigent; feen him even car* 
ry in perfon fuccor to the frienukfc cottager; they had 
fee n the poor railing the (now into a pyiamid, and (ha- 
ping it out into a monument of gratitude to Lewis XVI* 
mitigating the rigors of the winter. They knew well, 
that the gratitude , of the poor is r ot fo intf uftrious to 
(hew attachment to a tyrant. In vain they will upbraid 
him as a defpot or a tyrant; for they cannot deny, that 
never a Prince was feated on a throne more zealous in 
his application to his duty, or Ids jealous of his lights 
than Lewis XVI.; confidence and love fecm to be his 
leading features; and if ever he fpoke in th«*t peremptory 
way which denotes the determination of being obeyed, it 
was, when furrounded by affafi]ns,he fo often repeated to 
his guards, If it be necejjary to j bed but one Jingle drop of 
blood for my fofety^ l for bid it to be fhed \ and fuch arc the 
orders of a tyrant ! J ! Should Calumny obltmately perfift, 
let it read thefe laft Centime nts of Lewis ; w I pray all 
' * thofe whom I may have offended through inadv rtency 

w (for I do not remember to have offended any perfon 
u knowingly), or thofe to whom I may have given b«»d 
a example, or fcandal, to pardon whatever injury they 
c< may think I can have done them.*’ Let the regicide 
judges read (for it is to them he fpeaks and fays) 44 I 
C4 pardon with all my heart thofe wno have conltuuLcd 
<c themfelves my enemies without my giving them caufe, 
u and I pray God that he will pardon them.” Let them 
follow him to the fcafiold, and there contemplate it they 
dare, that ferertity of his countenance, in the midft ol his 
executioners, which fo well denotes the tranquillity of 
his foul: and they dare not hear his lad words: Drums 
are beaten and trumpets founded to drown his voice; for 
they are confcious that he has neither lived nor is about to 
die the death of a tyrant. 

Jieil mo- Thefe confpiring legiflators, however, knew it long 
lives of his before they fat in judgment on their King; for if you aide 
condemn*- them, when in tiie very ait of regicide, of what crime 
Uon ' Lewis XVI. has been guilty? They will anfwer, Lewis 
was a King, and our wilh is the death cf every King.— » 
Hearken to the Jacobin Robert : when he comes to vote 
he fay?, “ I conuemn the tyrant to d.ath; and in pronoun* 
<c cing this fentence, I have but one regret^ which is, that 
4C my power does not extend over all the tyrants , to con - 
ki demn them ail to the fame fate Hear, again, the Jaco* 
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bin Carra\ 44 For the inftruSlion of nations^ in all times 
l t and in all places , and for tile coulter nation of tyrants, l 

v *te for death :'*■ — Jr the Jacobin Boileau\ 44 Nations 
44 auujlomed to confider their Kings as facred objects will 
<c necelTarily fay, 4 the heads of Kings, however, cannot 
44 be fo facred, fince the axe can ltrike them, and that they 
44 fall beneath the avenging arm of juftice/ It is thus 
44 you are launching nations into the career oj Liberty \ I 
44 vote for death/’* 

Should the real caufe of the death of Lewis XVI. not 
fufficiently appear in fuch language, let the reader revert 
to that club of the Sophilters where Condorcet was learn- 
ing that a day would come when the Sun would Jhine on 
none but free men , and when Kings and Priefts Jhould 
have no exiftence but in biftory or on the Jl age. Turn 
back to thole confpiring dens haunted by the Occult Ma- 
Tons, and doubt for a moment, if you can, of this hiftori— 
cal truth, that Lewis perilhed upon the fcaffold becaufe 
he was King\ that the daughter of the Cezars perilhed 
becaufe fhe tuas £hte en ; and never was (he more defer- 
ving of that exalted ttation* than when Ibe thowed fuch 
unuaunted courage and greatnefs of foul in the midft of 
her murderers. Madame Elizabeth perilhed, becaufe nei- 
ther virtue, innocence, nor magnanimity, could efface the 
ftain, indelible in the eyes of the Jacobins, of being the 
daughter and filter of a King. Philip of Orleans crouch- 
ed into wickednefs and infamy, and facrificed his iinmenfe 
fortune to the Sett; he cowardly and bafely votes for the 
death of his royal relation to pleafe the Scdt; he takes the 
name of Equality, abandoning rank and birth, and even 
denies his father to court the Sett ; but no fooner are his 
crimes unneceflary for the progrefs of that Se£fc, than he 
is dragged away to the fcaffold becaufe he is of royal de- 
fcent. But the confpirators are fearful, that if they Itruclc 
at that model of virtue and goodnefs theDutchcfs of Or- 
leans, the axe would fall from the hands of the execution- 
ers. The numerous facrifices made by the Dutchefs of 
Bourbon and the Prince of Conti proved to the confpira- 
tors that thefe remnants of blood-royal were little to be 
feared; neverthclefs they are dbliged, with every perfcn 
of royal extraction, to fly the territories of the new Re- 
public. To cement this hatred for Kings, the day on 

* See the Moniteur, Sittings of Jan. %% and following, x 79*. 
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which Lewis XVI. was murdered on the fcafFold is de- 
clared a perpetual feftival for this people equal and f tee ; 
on this day the oath of hatred to Royalty is to be fofemn- 
ly fwom by all the Magiftrates; and this oath is to be in 
future a neceffary qualification for the enjoyment of the 
rights of Citizen in this new Republic; iuch are die re- 
gulations decreed ; and death is pronounced, as we have 
already feen, againft whoever dares propofe the re-efta- 
blifhment of Monarchy. 

Notwithftanding the rivers of blood that flowed in 
F ranee, to confummate thefe plots againft Royalty, the 
Sedf and its agents behold thefe horrid feenes with all the 
The atro- brutal exultation of cannibals. The guillotine is declared 
cities of permanent in Paris, and ambulant in the Provinces in 
the Revo- queft of Royalifts and Priefts. New words are even in- 
vedTron/ 1 " Ventcc * to denote the butcheries that now take place, for 
the Sctf. our forefathers had not even formed an idea of cruelties to 
fuch an extent. Whole hecatombs of vidlims are fhot 
in mafsy and this was ftyled Fufillade s\ hecatombs alfo 
were drowned, and that fpecies of murder they called 
Noyades.* Is it the Sedt then that thus hardens and bru- 
talizes the hearts of the Jacobins ? Are we to turn back to 
their leflons to explain both the number and the choice 

* Another fpecies of cruelty not mentioned, is that which 
the cannibals of Nantes called Des Marriages Patriot rquci.— 
'1 he reader will fcarcely believe me when I tell him, that wo- 
men were comprehended in thefe abominable butcheries. Ne- 
verthelefs, as a refinement of cruelty, when any young royalift 
Was fuppofed to have an attachment for any young woman, they 
were tied together, hand and foot, previous to their being 
thrown into the Loire, that they might pafs in Charon* s Bark 
together ; or they would tie forae venerable o|d clergyman to 
a young woman, that he might be provided with a young wife 
in the next world. Such were their Patriotic Marriages ; fach 
the cruelties that mull furprife the reader, were he not ac- 
quainted with the fchool whence they proceed. At /\rtas Le 

Bon would guillotine hyflreets; and one night returning home, 
a little drunk, he thought an execution by torch-light would 
have a Patriotic ejfeft. The Count de Bethune, who had been 
brought to trial in the morning and acquitted , was immediate- 
ly named as the vidlim ; but Le Bon was informed that he had 
been tried and acquitted ; no matter, we will try him again, 
(I iys the Commillary) 5 and the poor Count was condemoed 
and executed beejuie \\W2.%fbupccnt;e d'etre fufpeft. This, 
perhaps, is the nioft extraordinary crime on record, fufpe&ed 
of he: a ftfpicins character for A ri floe racy ; nevettheiefs, ma- 
ny hundreds periihed on (he fcafibld for this crime. Tr**f> 
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#f victims, the cool wickednefs of the adepts, the atro- 
cious joy of the executioners ? Yes, all you whofeek the 
caufe elfewhere, forget the nrtyfteries ; I am obliged to 
call you back to the true parent of this fanguinary tribe; 
yes, it was the principles of the Se£t that made Barnave 
at the fight of heads carried on pikes, ferocioufly fmile 
and exclaim, Was that blood then f$ pure that one might 
not even fpill one drop of it ? Yes, it was thofe principles 
that made Chapellier , Mirabeau , and Grcgoire y when 
they beheld the brigands furrounding the palace of Ver- 
failles in ianguinary rage, thirfting after murder, and par- 
ticularly after the blood of the Queen, exclaim, The Peo- 
ple muji have victims. It was thofe principles that even 
(mothered the afte<ftion of Brother for Brother, when the 
adept Chenier , feeing his own Brother delivered over to 
the hands of the public executioner, coolly faid, If my 
Brother be not in the true fenfe of the Revolution , let him 
be Sacrificed ; that eradicated the feeling of the child for 
his parents, when the adept Philip brought in triumph 
to the club of the Jacobins the heads of his father and 
tnother / / This infotiable Se£l calls outj>y the mouth of / 

the bloody Marat , for two hundred and feventy thoufand 
heads , declaring that before long it will count only by 
millions. They know well, that their fyftems and lall 
myfteries of Equality can only be accomplifhed in its full 
extent by depopulating the world ; and, by the mouth of 
Le Bo, it anl'wers the inhabitants of Montauban, terrified 
with the want of provilions, w Fear not > France has a 
Sufficiency for twelve millions of inhabitants : All the 
44 rejl (that is the other twelve millions) mujl be put to 
44 death , and then there will be no fcarcity oj bread”* 

We wifh to caft the odium of fuch horrors on a Marat , 
a Robefpierrcy or fome fuch wretches; but Barnave pre- 
ceded Robefpierre; and the oath of the Seft to de- 
nounce father , mother^ friends^ brothers , and fijlers , and 
to look upon every perfon as proferibed who Urould not 
adopt the revolutionary principles, did not originate with 
them. Such was the oath of the Lodges long before the 
exiftence of the Jacobins. It was not from Robefpierre, 
but in Holbach’s club, that Condorcet learned to ex- 
claim as he did in the legifiative alTembly, Let the world 
ferijl)) rather than facrifice our principles of Equality / 

# Report of the Comitc du Salut Publique , Auguft 8, ij9s» 
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It would not be the brigands alone, but Sycyey, Garat, 
the ele<ft of the Sophi tiers, and the club of the tiyenty-twe 9 
that would fmile at the horror we had conceived at fuch 
deeds* Thus did Syeyes anfwer Mallet du Pan, when 
he exprefled his detetlation of the means employed in the 
revolution; You are aL* ays talking U us of tht means 
employ ed\ buty Sir y it is the End, it is the Objeliy the 
Ultimate Ai/tv, that you muft learn to conjider : And this 
ya y principle, that coufoles fych men as Syeyes for fuch 
a multitude of atrocities, is to be difcovered in the Code 
of the Illuminized Lodges, whence it found its way into 
the Jacobin club.* 

A day may come when hiftory will be more accurately 
informed how and in what haunts this blood-thirfty Sea 
pointed out ns victims, and taught its adepts not to be 
ii.ii tied at the number of them. Meantime I have pro- 
nufed to le d my reader back to that which held its fit- 
tings in the Rue Sourdierey where Savalette de Lange 
prefided ; where the Illuminees were received; and where 
Dietruhy who was one of the firit that brought the mys- 
teries into France, was feated* T he following anecdote 
may guide the hiftorian in his researches on that fubjedl. 

At the time when the brigands were put into requifi- 
tion, when the caftles of the Nobility were being confir- 
med by lire in the provinces, when the heads of the No- 
bility were being carried in triumph on pikes, the Abbe 
Royouy well known for his zeal againft the Sophifters, 
was obliged to fly from Paris to eicape the fury of the 
Palais Royal mob. He had wandered for fome time from 
village to village, when he privately returned to Paris, 
and called upon me about four o’clock in the morning. 
On my quelhoning him how he had palled his time du- 
ring his flight, u I lived, (faid he) chiefly with the cu- 
cc rates, and was very well received by them, but could 
4C not make any long ftay with them, left I ihould expofe 
<c them to fimilar danger with myfelf. I foon began to 
u fufpedt the laft curate with whom I took refuge when 

* t leave ro Mr. Mallet du Pan himfelf, the talk of revealing 
what he heard in that club, and the horror he conceived on the 
occafion. He alfo inform the reader with what indication 
he received the invitation of th twenty-two to become a mem- 
ber of their club. But it was from the mouth of that jullly cele- 
brated author that 1 learned the aniwer which Syeyes made to 
his reproaches. 
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I faw him receive a letter from Paris. He opened and 
read it with fuch an air f that my fufpicions were great- 
c 5 ly increafed. Strongly fufpeXing that I was the objeX 

V of this letter, I watched the opportunity when he was 
gone to the church, to enter his room, where I found 

« the epiftle couched in the following terms : Four Utter , 
“ my dear friend , was read in prefence of the whole club • 

V They were furprized to find fo much philofopky in a vil- 
^ lage curate . Be tranquil, my dear curate ; we an 
<l three hundred j we mark the heads and the fall, only 

keep your people ready ; difpofe your par ijbioners to ex - 
Cl the qrden y and they Jhall be given to you in time . 

(Signed) u Pietrich, Secretary.” 

To the many refleXions that muft naturally arife on 
the reading of fuch a letter, I fhall only add, that the club 
to which thefe three hundred belonged had transferred 
the place of its fittings to the fuburbs of St. Honore,and 
that it aflembled there for a long time without being ob- 
ferved by the court ; when a fcene of drunkennefs appri- 
fed the king of the fate that awaited him. At the conclu- 
fion of one of thofe banquets facred to fraternity , all the 
brethren made a punXure in their arm and received their 
blood in their glafles ; they then drank the toaft Death to 
kings, and thus concluded the fraternal repaft. This an- 
ecdote will eafily fuggeft of what fpecies of men the legion 
of twelve hundredy propofed by Jean de Brie to the 
Convention, was to be compofed, who were to be dis- 
perfed over the whole ^lobe to murder all the kings of 
the earth. 

Thus did the SeX, under the name of Fraternity , by 
the frenzy of its Equality, by the very nature of its print 
ciples, and by the horrid rites of its Lodges, fo degene- 
rate the hearts of its adepts, as to form (like the old man 
of the mountain! clubs of three hundred aflaffins at ji 
time. Thus do the myfteries explain the ferocious joy of 
a Marat, of a St. Juft, of a Le Bon, of a Carrier, of a 
Collot D’Herbois, and the ftill more ferocious ferenity of 
the Sophifters of the revolution in the midft of mailacres 
and rivers of blood. 

But the vengeance of that God who has permitted fo 
heavy a fcourge to befall France, now appears to have 
taken another turn. In that country the altar of Chrift 
is overturned, and the throne of its kings annihilated.—* 

M m 
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Thofe who had confpired againft the altar and the throne? 
now confpire againft each other- The intruded clergy, 
the Deifts, and the Atheifts, butchered the Catholics.— 
The Intruders, die Deifts, and the Atheifts now begin to 
cut each other's throats. The Conftitutionalifts drove 
out the Royalifts, and are in their turn put to flight by 
the Republicans. The Democrats of the Republic one 
and indivifible , murder the Democrats of the federative? 
Republic j the faction of the mountain^ guillotines the 
Girondin faction, and then fplit into the faction of He- 
bert and Marat, of Danton and Chabot, of Cloots and 
Chaumette, and in fine into the faction of Robefpierre, 
uho devours them all, and is* in his turn devoured by the 
faction of Tallien and Freron- Briflot and Genfonne, 
Gaudet and Fauchet, Rabaud and Barbaroux, with thirty 
more, are condemned to death by Fouqpier Tinville, juft 
as they had condemned their King ; Fouquier is himfelf 
fent to the fcaffold, juft as he had fent Briflot and Co- 
Petron and Buzot perilh with hunger in the forefts, and 
are devoured by the wild beafts; Perrin dies in prifon,* 
Valazc and Labat ftab themfelves^ Marat falls beneath 
the arm of Charlotte Corday; Robefpierre dies on the 
fcaffold, and Syeyes alone furvives, becaufe the cup of 
vengeance is not yet exhaufted on miferable France.— 
Pentarques (or the government of five}, with a two-fold 
fenate, are now become a new curfe on this unhappy 
country. A Rewbel, Carnot, Barras,Le Tourneur, and 
a Reveillicre Lepaux, aifume the command of its armies, 
drive away its deputies equal and free, fulminate its Sec- 
tions, and rule it with a rod of iron. F,very thing trem- 
bles before them : when they grow jealous of each other, 
they plot deftrudtion and drive each other into banifh- 
ment; but new tyrants fuccced and unite together; and 
at this prefent time the ruling Deities in France are ba- 
nifhment, ftupor, fear, and the Pentarques. Terror has 
impofcd filence throughout the Empire, and this vaft pri- 
fon contains twenty millions of (laves, all fkulking into 
o’ofcurity at the very name of a Merlin or a Rewbel, or 
at the threat of a journey to Cayenne; fuch is the Ma- 
jejiy of that people fo frequently declared Equaly Free y 
and Sovereign. 

The Seft The reac ]er, perhaps, may think that in the midft of fuch 

P- 5 T ltS ma ^ cres > fictions, tyrants, and terror, the Se& muft have 

gainft Jro- loft the thread of all its plots ; but it has never loft fight 
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ef them for a moment The Pentarques are more than petty and 
ever ftimulated by itagainft the Clergy and the Nobility; Society $ 
while the ultimate myfteries threaten the Pentarques 
ihemfelves. In vain fhall they attempt to prefervs a fuf- 
iiciency of the Social Order to keep them in pofleffion of 
that authority which they have ere&ed on the ruins of 
the throne. The Se£t has thus far proceeded fuccefsful- 
Jy toward the accompli/bment of its myfteries ; but it will 
not ftop here 5 has it not fworn to annihilate Property as 
well as the throne f During the firft aflemblv, did not 
thofe confpiraturs, now calling thenf elves Conjiitutional- 
ijls , annihilate the property of the clergy; and the next 
^flembly that of the nobility, under the pretence of emi- 
gration, while thofe who remained in France were pilla- 
ged under pretence of confifcation? Then come the adepts 
JBruiJfart , Robefpierr t* and the two J aliens and they 
write that the favorable moment is now come to extir- 
pate the MERCANTILE ARISTOCRACY, as well as that 
the Nobles . In their fecret correfpondence, juft as 
. Weifliaupt does in his myfteries, they declare that mer - 
ebantifm ( negotiantifm ) mujl be crujhed. That wherever 

large number of rich merchants were to be founds there 
were fare to be found as many cheats , and Liberty could 
eiot ejlablijb its empire there.* Accordingly, fpoliations 
fend requisitions have robbed the merchants and citizens 
of their property, juft as the Clergy and Nobility had 
Jbecn robbed before them. But even this is not the ac- 
complifiament of the grand end , of the ultimate views of 
the Se&, againft all property, againfl: all fociety whatever. 

£ven under the iron reign of the Pentarques, let us attend 
to theaddreflespubldhed by the adepts Drouet , Balaeuf, 
and Lange lot : 

Extract from the A ddrefs to the French People, found in 
Babaeuf's papers. 

44 People of France, — During fifteen centuries you 

lived in flavery, therefore unhappy. It is fcarcely fix 
<c years fince you began to breathe in expeClation of in- 
u dependence, of happinefs , and of Equality. At all times 
< 4 and in all places men Have been lulled with line words; 
ct never, and in no place, did they obtain the thing with 
44 the word. From time immemorial has it been nypo- 

* See Papers found at Robefpierre’s, and printed by order 
of die Conycntion, Nos. 43, 7$, 89, 107, &c. 
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44 critically repeated, that men are equal ; and from tiitift 
44 immemorial the mod monftrous inequality has info- 
44 iently prelied on mankind* Ever fence the exiftence df 
44 Civil Societies , the fineft appendage of man has undoubti- 
« edly been recognized, but has never been once reali*. 
44 zed. Equality has never been any thing but a noble 
44 and feerile fiction of the law . Now that it is called for 
<c with a louder voice, they anfwer us, Wretches hold 
44 your peacel Equality in deed is a mere chimera; be 
41 contented with a conditional equality. You are all equal 
44 before the law, ye rafcals ! What more do you want ? 

44 — What more do we want ! Ye Legifeators y ye Go>* 

44 vernors , ye Rich , ye Proprietors , now hearken in your 
44 turn : 

“We are all equal.— That principle is inconteftable* 

44 Very well / IV e mean in future to live and die as 

44 we are born . We will have real Equality , or death 
44 That is what we want, and we will have that real equa- 
44 lity, colt what it will. Wo be to thofe whom we Jhall 
44 meet between it and us! Wo to the man who (hall 
44 dare oppofe fo pofitive a determination ! The French 
44 revolution is but the forerunner of a revolution greater 
44 by far and much more folemn\ and which will be the 
44 lajt. - - 

44 What do we alk more than the Equality of rights f 
44 Why, we will not only have that Equality transcribed 
44 in the declaration of the rights of man and of the citi- 
44 zen ; we will have it in the midft of us, under the rooft 
44 of our houfes. W e confent to every thing for the ac~ 
44 quifirion of it, even to clear decks , that we may poffefs 
44 it alone; Perijh the arts , if requifite , provided we do 
44 but preferve real Equality ! 

44 Legillators and Governors, Proprietors , rich and 
^ howel-hfsy in vain do you attempt to paralizeour facred 
44 enterprize, by faying, we are only re-producing the A - 
u grarian law that has been fo often afked for before. 

44 Calumniators ! hold your peace in your turn, and in 
44 the lilence of confufion hearken to our pretenfions, dic- 
14 fated by nature, and grounded on juftice. 

44 7 he Agrarian law y or the equal partition of lands f 
44 was the momentary wife) of a few foldicrs without prin- 
* ciples, of a few clans actuated rather by inftindl than by 
44 reafon. We aim at fomething far more fublime, far 
“moie equitable \ GOODS IN COMMON, or THE COM^ 


Digitized by Google 



Hl&TOktCAl PART, 


* MtJNlTY OP estates ! No more individual proper- 
ct ties in land , for the earth belongs to nobody. We demand 
u and will enjoy the goods of the earth in common . The 
** fruits belong to all. 

u D if appear now, ye difgujling difltnftions of rich and 
w poor , of higher and lower, of mifler and fervant , of 
4C governing and governed ! for no other diflinftion 
44 Jhall ex if among mankind,than thofe of age and sex.”* 

The authors of this add refs were certainly too hafty in 
their publication ; but every reader will fee that their lan- 
guage perfe&ly coincides with the Man-king oflllumin- 
ifm. France, it is true, was not yet fufficiently prepared 
for this laft plot; but it is neceflary fometimes to detach 
certain adepts to found the way, tho' afterwards the Se£t 
lhould find it neceifary to difavow and facrifice its ofE- 
fpring. Though Baboeuf may have been facrificcd to the 
myftcries, his accomplices (fill live; their legions impofed 
upon the judges and on the Pentarques themfelves, and 
they dared not condemn Drouet. Is it to be fuppofedj 
that after completely pillaging the Clergy and the Nobi-* 
lity, after fucceisfuily defpoiling many merchants, trades- 
men, and citizens, in the fame manner as the SeCt had 
pillaged the two firft Orders of the State, a fingle defeat 
ihould fuffice to check its views? or can we fay, that it 
will not one day proclaim that Equality in deed which 
which (hall banifli from the earth ail thofe di/ti nations of 
rich and poor , of higher and lower , of ma/ler and fervant j 
and ultimately^ governing and governed ? 

Some perfons may flatter themfelves that our fciences apainft 
may protraft the day of barbarifm, when men are to roam Arts and 
in clans without laws or magiftrates ; but have we not Sc i€0C€ ** 
feen in the myfterJes, that our fciences, in the eyes of the 
Se£t, are no other than the prime caufe of our misfor- 
tunes, of the alledged flavery of fociety ?f And if faSs 
did not fpeak clearly enough, if the monuments of art 
falling beneath the blows of the Jacobins did not fuffi- 
ciently denote the veneration it bears to the productions 
of genius; if any apparent rdpeCt Ihould (till be (hown 
to the fathers of letters, let not the reader conceive that 
the adepts have really blufhed at the fight of thefe modern 
vandals : Fire and fvvord have only haftened that progrefs 

* See the Papers feized at BaboeuPi. 

t See the Degree of Regent, 
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which they fo much extol ; it was not Baboeuf alone that 
would exclaim, Perijh the arts y if requiftte % provided we 
do but preferve real Equality ! The Jacobin Philofophift, 
if fincere, will have no difficulty in faying what die legis- 
lators have fo often proclaimed from the tribune, u What 
need have we of all your colleges, academie$,and libraries i 
Needs there fo much ftudy and fomany books for learn- 
ing the only true fcience ? Let the nations know the rights 
of man y and they will know enough”* 

I know that a mufeum and a national inftitute are held 
out as obje&s of magnificence, in which the revolution 
would appear to infufe new vigor into the arts and feien- 
ces ; but let the fage in the midftof this vaft mufeum re- 
fle& for a moment. Thunderftruckat this immenfe afiem- 
blage of theft, pillage, and robbery erected into trophies, 
will he not exclaim, Do thefe men then barefacedly fcoff 
at every idea of property who thus difplay the fruits of 
their rapine and extortion? After having pillaged and 
deftroyed every thing within their own country, they fet 
off to defpoil the neighboring States tranquilly repofing 
on the banks of the Scheldt, the Meufe, or the Tiber.— 
They divide the gold they have ftolen among themfelves, 
and they exalt to public view what they have robbed for 
the State. Within this temple of the arts, therefore, the 
idea of property is as much blafted as within the Occult 
Lodges of thole adepts who had fworn to annihilate the 
focial compaft. 

And what is this national Lyceum, where we find the 
Geometrician La Plaeey the Aflronomer La Lande y the 
Poetafter Cheniery the Commentator of the Zodiac Z)v- 
fuisy the Hiftorian of the mountains La Metheriey all con- 
secrating their ftudiesand their fcience to prove that God 
does not exift ? Behold the Seel fmiling at their labors ; 
for it is aware, that Atheifm will foon annihilate arts and 
fciences, as well as property and fociety. Little does it 
concern itfelf whether the greater part of the literati flop 

* F do not exaftly remember the particular Dimes of the D;- 
puties who would hold forth fuch language at the tribune ; I 
can affirm, however, that the fophifticated Leg! flat or Rabaud 
J? St. Etienne frequently held fuch language in company, 
win Ji 1ms mote than once given rife to a good deal of debate. 
Once, in particular, lie a nd Mr. Defiltt , a man of letters, al- 
moff quarrelled on the fubje&j and that was quite at the be- 
ginning of the Revolution. 
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Abort In the career of the tnyfteries ; for they are forward- 
ing the views of the Sedt without knowing it, even where 
they have made their ftand. Its degrees are progreflive, 
and it well knows that the fophifticated and atheiffical 
Jacobin will beget the diforganizing Jacobin. In the 
Lyceum, or adhering to Baboeuf and Drouet, it beholds 
its offspring laborious Atheiffs profeffing its principles, 
and, in fhort, true Jacobins ; and though this name ftiould 
for a time be rejected with contempt, it will not forget 
that the principles, and not the name y conftitutes the dis- 
ciple. Some are difgufted with the firff confequcnces 
flowing from thefe principles, and they flop* while others 
complacently proceed to the laft. The SedI will therefore 
fix the former in its firff degrees; the latter are initiated 
in its ultimate myfteries; and whether its agents are lite- 
rati or brutes, it is of no confequence to the Sedt. In the 
French revolution it has always had the art to diftribute 
the different parts as it does its degrees, and to vary them 
without ever iofing fi^ht of its ultimate objcdl. 

In its attack upon God, we have feen its intruded Cler- 
gy, its Delfts, and its Atheifts. The firff overturned thfc 
altars of the Catholic religion ; the fccond, of the Luthe- 
ran and Calvinift church, and of every religion adoring 
Chrift; and the third blafphemoufly proclaimed the non- 
exiftence of a God. 

In the attack on monarchy the Sedt has had fucceffive- 
ly its Neckerifls , its Fayeti/h , its Conjiitutionalijis , its 
GironJinSy its Convent ionijls. Herein it is that the rea- 
der may obferve the Sedt varying and gradually diffribu- 
ting its parts to wind up the horrid fcene to the bloody 
cataftrophe. Here we fee thofe different a&ors faithfully 
fulfilling the parts that had been diftributed to them.— 
Syeyes pronounces that the tyrant ftiali die: this tyrant 
is Lewis XVI, Necker feizes on him and, delivers him 
over to the legiflative confpirators of the third order j La 
Fayette and Bailly, with the Conftituent Aflembly, leave 
him but the fbadow of a feeptre and his royal robes rent 
afunder. They then deliver him up, after having caught 
the people to drag him ignominioufly from Veriailles to 
the Town-hall of Paris, from Varennes to the Thuille- 
ries. The unfortunate monarch is now l’urrounded by 
banditti armed with pikes. Brfflot and his Girondins pro- 
ceed in that career begun by Necker and La Fayette , and 
find that with a mere breath the throne can be overturned ; 
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Lewis is then dragged from the Thuilleries to the Tow- 
ers of the Temple. Robefpierre, Petion, and Marat, arc 
the next that feize on his royal perfon ; and from the Tem- 
ple they hurry him to the fcaffbld. In this long concate- 
nation of feditions, rebellions, and treafons, to the very 
confummation of the regicide, I fee various aSors *, but 
t)ie guilt of all and each is equal. They arc all agents in 
the confpiracy of Equality and Liberty; all proceed from 
the fame tenebrous recefles; all are Jacobins. 

In the confpiracy againft property and all fociety the 
fame gradation and principles are to be obferved ; and 
with a fimilar conftancy does the Se£ tend toward the 
grand ultimatum. The irreligious Sophifters of every 
clafs defpoil the Clergy; the Sophifters commoners plun- 
der the Nobility ; next comes the ibphifticated banditti, 
who lay violent hands on the riches of the merchant or 
the wealth of the commoner. Meanwhile the conquer^ 
ing Sophifters difplav the fpoils of foreign nations; and 
the atheiftical Sophifters at length break the laft tie of 
fociety. The former had only admitted one part of thq 
myfterics; the latter are willing to confummate them all. 
They will that property {ball not qxift, either in the 
church, the nobility, the commoner, or in any mor- 
tal whatever. In virtue of their Equality, the earth is to 
be the property of none, the produce the property of all. 
In virtue of their Liberty, Condorcet refufes to obey a 
God, Brifibt to recognize a king, and Baboeuf to fubmit 
to a republic, to magiftrates, or to any govtrning power. 
And whence do all thefe men come ? All proceed from 
the Jacobin club; they are the offspring of Holbach’s 
club, of the Mafonic Lodges, and of the Illuininizing 
Myfterics. Their natural parents are Voltaire, Jean 
Jaques Rouffeau, the Kmights Kadofcb , and the Bavarian 
Spartacus . 

Thus do we trace the difciples of the Se& perpetually 
aiming at the accomplifhment of its myfteries ; whether 
in their crimes and fuccefs againft their God or againft 
their king, whether in their efl’ays againft republics or the 
laft veftiges of fociety; every ftep iq the french revolu- 
tion demonftrates the activity of its adepts, brigands of 
every degree, purfuing its ultimate views. Indeed it has 
not yet accompliflied all its defigns ; and may God grant 
that they may be foiled in the attempt? But let the mind 
pt man calculate, if it be able, the crimes committed by the 
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Se&, and the difafters that have already befallen France; 
and when it (hall have fucceeded in this calculation) will 
it dare venture to explore thofe entailed on futurity ? Let 
the father of every family contemplate, and infcribe on the 
threfhold of his houfe, that threat of the adepts contained 
in the following fentence : The French Revolution is but 
the forerunner of a Revolution greater by far , and much 
more folemn . 

That nations may be awakened to their danger, let us 
lhow them that they are all without exception, menaced 
with (imilar misfortunes to thofe that have befallen F ranee. 
Such is their fate decreed by the Sect in its Myfteries; 
for their views are not confined to any particular people, 
but aim at all nations whatever. To facts therefore, I 
will once more appeal; and my reader (hall fee how per- 
fectly they coincide with the Code of the Sect on the ex- 
tent and university of its confpiracies. 

N n 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Univerfality of the Succefs of the Se£f explained by the 
Univerfality of its Plots . 

O F all the phcenomena of the French Revolution,. 

perhaps, the moft aftonifhing, and, unfortunately, 
the moft inconteftable, is, the rapidity of thofe conquefts 
that have already revolutionized a coniiderable pact of 
Europe, and menace the remainder of the univerfe. No- 
thing can be more furprizing than to fee the facility with 
which Jacobinifm has e redied its ftandards, or planted 
the tree of Equality and disorganizing Liberty in Savoy, 
Belgium, Holland, on the Banks of the Rhine, in Swit- 
zerland, on the other fide of the Alps, in Piedmont, in 
the Alilanois, and even at Rome. When I come to ex- 
plain thefe phcenomena, I (hall not allow myfelf to be car- 
ried away by fyftem or by prejudice. 1 will confefs, that 
genius, bravery and talents, have frequently wrefted the 
palm of victory. I candidly confefs, that many of their 
triumphs are due to men who by their courage and ta- 
lents were entitled to ferve a better caufc. I will not dis- 
pute their glory with them; let them entwine their lau- 
rels with the red cap; let their glory mingle with remorfe 
at the fight of thole vile Jacobins, and tyrannic Pentar- 
ques, in whofe defence they have rivalled their anceftors, 
who (hone in the days of Henry IV. or Lewis XIV— 
Neverthelefs, in the career of their conquefts many points, 
and a large £hare ot their fuccefies, are to be attributed to 
other caufes than to their valor. We have feen chiefs 
deftitute of experience or merit baffling the wifdom and 
talents of heroes confummate in the military art. We 
have feen the Carmagnole Bands, foldiers of a day, make 
their triumphant entry into whole provinces, while all the 
dilcipline of the combined legions pf Auftria, Hungary, 
and Pruffia, could not impede their progrefs. The mili- 
tary fcience acquired by thofe veteran bands in camps and 
under the tuition of the greateft captains, appears to have 
been ufelefs. In fpite of the arts of a Cohorn or a Vau- 
kan, citadels have fallen at the fight of the new conquer- 
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#rt; and if a battle is fought, one only vi&ory, or even 
a defeat, will acquire whole provinces to their new do- 
minion, that would have coft long and painful compaigns 
to a Marlborough or a T urenne. Another prodigy prefTes 
on our notice. Thefe Jacobin conquerors are received 
like brethren by the vanquifhed nations, and their legions 
are fwoln in the very places where thofe of any other 
power would dwindle into nothing. They impofc the 
harfheft of yokes on their new fubje&s, are guilty of eve- 
ry fpecies of extortion, devaftation, and facrilege, over- 
turning all laws human and divine, yet are neverthelefs 
received with as loud acclamations by the multitude, as 
if it was their Saviour that approached. Thefe certainly 
are phenomena that the hiftorian would in vain attempt 
to illuftrate were he only acquainted with the viiible ar- 
mies of the Sedfc. To unfold thefe myfteries, let us bold- its general 
ly declare it; the Se& and its plots, its legions of fecret caufe. 
emiffaries, have every where preceded the armies and their 
thunderbolts of war. It had infefted dates with its prin- 
ciples long before it fent either its Picbegru’s or Buona- 
parte’s to attack them. Its means once prepared, traitors 
were to be found in the fortreffes to open the gates ; they 
were to be found in the armies, and in the councils of 
Princes, to render the plans of attack or defence abortive. 

Its fubte^raneous Clubs, Lodges, Correfponding Socie- 
ties, Journals, and Propagandas, had already difpofed 
the populace and prepared the way. The day will come 
when nations {hall have written the hiftory of this 'age. 

Does it not already appear, that each of them will have 
to dedicate many pages of that hiftory to unfold the trea- 
Ions of which it has fallen a vidlim, to enumerate the 
traitors that it has been obliged to punifh, or to deferibe 
the means employed to avert the threatening ftorm. In 
order to point out the main-fpring of all thefe machina- 
tions, I (hall turn back to thofe days when the French 
Revolution was firft rifing into exiftence. 

The adepts of revolutionary Equality and Liberty had Manifes- 
' buried themfelves in the Lodges of Mafonry. At the to °f the 
commencement of the Revolution a manifefto is iflued Q f 
to all the Mafonic Lodges , and to all the Directories ( who p a J s . 
are to make the proper ul?of it among all the brethren $ 
of Europe by the central Lodge of France, the Grand 
Orient of Paris, the fecond Areopage of Illuminifm. By 
this manifefto, and in virtue of fraternity, “ all the Lodges 
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^ are fummoned to confederate together ; to unite their 
« efforts to maintain the revolution; to gain over to it, in 
w all parts, friends, partizans, and prote&ors; to propa^- 
a gate the flame, to vivify the fpirit, to excite zeal and 
a ardor for it , in every jlate, and by every meant in their 
u power This is an indifputable fafi v it was lent even 
into England, where the Lodges were leaft difpofed to 
fecond it. It was difperfcd throughout the Lodges its 
Germany, ; nd Jofeph II. got poileifion of one figned 
Philip of Orleans .* 

its effeCI, Never did any government publilh an edi£k fo cffica- 
and union cious. Immediately all the adepts in their public prints 
°^k* IC \%r * begin to cry up the revolution and its principles. In HoL 
n ' land Paulus publifhes his Treatife on Equality; Painty 
in England, his Rights of Man; Campe> in Germany, 
his French Citizen; and Philo- Knigge even outdoes 
himfelf in his Profejfton of Political Fatth.f In Italy 
Gorani appears ; in lhort, every nation has its apoft le of 
Equality, Liberty, and Sovereignty of the People. Thefe 
incendiary productions, with thoufends of others, are dis- 
tributed among the people, and are even thrown by ftedth 
into the cottages. Thefe were but the general means of 
tile Se£L Men who defpife the powers of opinion, or of 
public error, may {mile at fuch revolutionary means ; but 
great confpirators knew too well how to appreciate them. 
The title of French Citizen now becomes their fble tide 
of Nobility, and Campe , Paine , and Cramer , with many, 
others who diftinguifhed themfelves by their incendiary* 
writings, are thus rewarded for their villany, Obfcurc 
writers, but fanatic llluminees, are called from the bot* 
tom of Germany, fuch as Nimis y Dorfch y Blastj to com- 
pile in Paris periodical papers, that are to fpread die re- 
volutionary enthufiafm beyond the Rhine. They are 
furrounded by a Leucbfenringy a Rebbmann , a Hoff- 
man , with many other adepts, who flocked to contrive 
the trcafons that, were to extend their conquefts in thofe 

* See Hoffman’s Avis Important, Vol. I. SeCh XIX. 

t This work alone might fuffice to prove, that if Pbilo- 
Kniggedid really abandon the Order of the llluminees, he con- 
tinued at leaft to propagate their principles. Should the reader 
wifti for a more ftrikmg proof, he will find it in the hiftoncal 
Enlogium upon him, written by the Jacobin George Frederic 
Rebhmttnt 7,wh»» alfo wrote the Eulogv of Robefpierre. (See bit 
Schildvackic , FoL /. Art . Knigge, and Francs, page ty j 
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countries where the other adepts were preparing the opin- 
ions, So well did they know the importance of being 
mailers of the public opinion, that to conquer it by means 
of their Propagandas, Journ.difts, and ocher writers, they 
fcent no lefs than thirty millions of Livres during the 
fcrft year of their incuriions and during 1797 5 they la- 
v jibed twenty-one millions for the fame pur pole.* 

Let us then follow the army, and combine its marches Plots that 
with the progrefs of the Se£i and the motions of its apos- prepare 
ties. Let us follow them into Germany, into Belgium, frcceft 
Holland, Spain, in ihort, wherever its arms have triumph- ^ms^n 
cd i and we fhall then fee whether the revolution does Germany, 
not owe the progrefs of its arms as much to the occult 
adepts, as to the courage of its victorious bands. 

Of all the F rench Generals no one, perhaps, was more 
inflated with his fuccefles than Cuftine; and certainly 
he had little reafon to expect them, as he was deftitute 
of thofc talents and that intrepidity which denotes the 
great General. Neverthelefs, Europe with aftonifhment 
beheld him in one campaign making himfclf matter of 
Worms, Spire, and even Mayence. But when Europe 
fhall know how thefe conquefts were prepared, its afton- 
IXhment will fubttde, and its indignation will arife againfk 
the treacherous offspring of Spartacus-Wcifhaupt. 

Condorcet, Bonneville, and Fauchet, had marked out 
each department of correfpendence for their propagan- 
das, Scrafbourg was the center, or directory for the 
union and communication between the German and 
French adepts. The Chiefs of llluminized Lodges, 

Stamm and Hyeropbiles-H&RMASN ; who, together 
with the llluminee Dietrich, has juftly obtained the 
furrmme of the Guillotiner of Alface, had diftinguilhcd 
thernfelves in that province and at Strafbourg. Beyond 
the French frontiers the correfponding adepts for Worms 
and Spire are the Calviniil mioifter Endeman, the Syn- 
dic Belifarius-pBTER&Otfy the Canon Cyril ( of Aiexan - 
dria) Schweickard, Zeno (o/Tharfes) Ko BL£R,Z,v- 
tius Apuleius-] anson, f / 'irgilius-HvLL£tf) the Canon 


* With refpefl to the 30.000,000 fee Dumourier's Memoirs, 
and for the 2 1,000,000, that are included io the accounts of 
this y?ar, the ufe to which they were put,' was betrayed by 
one of thole deputies whom the Pentarques wifhed to baoiih 
to Cayenne. 
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Wincklimann, and particularly the profeflor B#h- 
Mhr at Worms. Thefe adepts are in clofe connexion 
with the club at Mayence, headed by a man on whom 
the defence of the town was chiefly to depend, the Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of Engineers Eickenmayer, together 
with Metternich, Benzel, Kolborin, V ederind 
Blau, Hauser, Forster, Haupt, and Nimis. It is 
with regret th*t I fully the page of hiftory with fuch names; 
but proofs are neceffary, and perhaps no one more appo- 
fite can be adduced, than to lhow that the very names of 
the vileft traitors are known.* 

Long before this had all thefe adepts been occupied 
With the plan of delivering up the left bank of the Rhine 
and the fortrefs of MayeiKe to the jacobins; they had 
been difpofmg the minds of the inhabitants of the towns 
and country towards the revolution by the encomiums 
which they were continually pronouncing on it. No fooner 
does Cuftine take the field, than his Aid-de-Camp, fince 
become his hiftorian, defcribes him as placing all the confi- 
dence in Stamm,the famous adept of Stralbourg. Soon af- 
ter a deputation of the principal 111 uminees invite Cujlint 
to advance into the country , and allure him that by lo do- 
ing he will meet the tvijbes of the majority of the inhabit - 
anti. Theyddded,that Jhouldhe be uneafy as to the means of 
furmounting certain apparent difficulties, they could ajj'ure 
him , that they and their friends had power enough to en- 
gage to remove them all ; that they were the organs of a 
numerous fociety entirely devoted to him, and actuated by 
the greatejl %eal for his fuccefs.\ At the head of this 
deputation^ the adept and, together with Stamm , 
be is entrufted with the whole confidence of the Gene- 
ral. Thefe adepts, in conjun&ion with the fubordinare 
deputies, now take the whole direblion of the jacobin ar- 
my ; they lead it into Worms, and propofe next to carry 
it againft Mayence. Cuftine is in a tremor at the idea of 
fuch an enter prize ; the adepts infill, and he at length re- 
folves to let his army proceed againft this bulwark o£the 
onpire. But at the very fight of its ramparts his fears 
feize him again; the brethren footh him, apd diblate the 
fummons that he is to fend General Gimnicb. The an- 
fwer he receives makes him prepare for his retreat evea 

* See HofFman Avis Important, Se<A. XV. 

f Cuftiue's Memoirs, Vol. I. Page 46, 47. 
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before he had thought of an attack, when, lo ! during the 
night a letter from the brethren in Mayence to the adept 
Bohmer transforms his fears into hopes of fuccefs. This* 
letter flated, that the friend who enjoyed all the confi- 
dence of the commander was determined to employ all bis 
influence to perfuade him of the impojftbility of defending 
the place ; that the brethren had fo ivorked upon the in- 
habit ant s y that it would only need to add a few more 
threats in the next fummons that was made. Faithful to 
his inftrudtions, Cuftine aflumes the tone of a conquer- 
or, who has prepared a general affault, and is on the eve 
of delivering Mayence over to pillage and all the fu-. 
r y of the foldiery in cafe of refiftance. The iliuminixeil 
Jriend > or the Lieutenant-Colonel of Engineers Eicken - 
mayer y who enjoyed the whole confidence of the Com- 
mander, and the Joaron Stein^ the Pruflian Envoy, join 
in their efforts to prove to the Council of War that it 
was impoflible to defend the place (and this againft an 
enemy who had not the means to attack it, and who wa9 
actually determined to take to flight fhould he meet with 
refiftance). The other brethren fpread the alarm among, 
the inhabitants. The brave Audujar and his eleven 
hundred Auftrians are indignant, but in vain; the capi- 
tulation is figned, and Cuftine, with an army of 1 8,000 
men, deftitute of heavy artillery, trembling left he fhould 
not be able to make his retreat with fufficient fpeed fhould 
be but meet with refiftance, obtains poffeffion, within 
the fpace of three days, and without firing a fhot,ofthofc 
very ramparts that had ftruck him with fo much terror. 

In fuch a manner are towns taken in which the Sedi pre- 
dominates.* 

Let the hiftorian follow Cuftine and his fuccefTors to 
Frankfort, and he will find in the neighborhood of that 
town a principality of Ifenbourg ; he will there learn how 
the Sedt can protedt its adepts. Every part around this 
fmall principality had been ravaged; but this little town 
was the feat of the Council for the Illuminees, where 
Pitfch prefided. it was from this place that all the ne- 
celfary inftrudtions were fent for the jacobin army, which 
in return revered the fandtuary of Ifenbourg, and even 
the lure of pillage could not attradt the foldiery. But 

• Ibid. Vol. I. Page 9*, and Defodoard's Hiftory of the 
French Revolution, Vol. 1 . Book II. No. a*. 
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when Pttfch and his council difappear, the charm cea/es, 
and the fertile plains of Ifenbourg are ravaged.* 

The armies are overthrown and driven from May- 
ence ; but the union of the brotherhood does not fufFer, 
and the SeCfc prepares new means of fuccefs for the revo- 
lutionary army. Some of thefe confpiring adepts difap- 
pear for a time, and then return to Mayence, while others 
are received in Paris, there, in conjunction with the Pen- 
tarques, to devife new means for retaking that town, 
which now appears to bid defiance to all the Cuftines of 
the revolution; and foon after Europe, with aftonifh- 
ment, learns that Mayence with the whole left bank of 
the Rhine is once more fubjeCted to the revolutionary 
power. At firft it is the Cis-Rhenane Republic, then it 
becomes the fimple department of the Parifian Republic. 
But the adepts are to he recompenfed for having effe&ed 
by their black arts of Illuminifm, that which the Pen- 
tarques mult have defpaired of, notwithftanding the bra- 
very of their troops. The profeflbr Matter nick had been 
employed as Directorial Commiflary at Fribourg. Hoff- 
man is now inftalled Receiver General on the Rhine, 
with a falary of fifty thoufand livres. Rebbmann , the pa- 
negyrift of Kobefpierre, is created head of the Cis-Rhe- 
nane judicature. We next find aCfing in concert with 
the above-mentioned, the Privy Counfellor to the Elec- 
tor of Cologn Kempisy and his co*illuminees the Profes- 
for Gerhard ; the Advocate Watterjaly and the Anift 
Conrad ; and that my reader may know by what men re- 
volutions may be brought about, I will name the taylor 
Brizen y the cobler Theijfeny the grocer Flugely the hair- 
dreffer BrocheSy and the alehoufe-keeper Rbodius.-f 

Other plots of the Seel will bring us back to Germa- 
ny again; but in the mean time Dumourier triumphs 
over the ftationary hero of Verdun, and flits to take pos- 
feflion of Belgium. Let eternal darknefs hover round 
the machinations that gave this General more time to 
colled his fcattered troops than was fufficient for a victo- 
rious army to proceed to Paris, and deliver the unfortu- 
nate Lewis. Let no reader pretend to affociate the reign- 
ing Duke of Brunfwick with the brotherhood of the mo- 

* Appendix to the Ultimate Fate of Mafoory, Page 17, and 
Memoirs. 

+ Memoirs on Mayence. 
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dcm Spartacus . I have pofitive proof that he deteftt 
them ; I alfo know, that Frederic William III. has given 
various proofs, notwithftanding he may have been play- 
ed upon by another fpecies of Iljuminees, that he ha- 
ted and abhorred the diforganizing jacobins. But his 
councils are under the direction of other councils. Bis- 
ehofswerder was at Berlin ; Luchefini held correfpond-* 
ences ; the adepts are in the Dicajleres (the Offices.)—. 
Their influence is moft formidable, and the Sc£t has al- 
ready declared, that it will be far jlronger when once in 
fffeflion of the Offices and Councils under the Prince , 
than if they had initiated the Prince himfelf The day 
may come that will explain the enigma of this famous 
retreat made at the time when all Europe was at the 
height of expe&ation, and daily awaited the laft accounts 
of its triumphs ; meanwhile I lhall proceed to unfold 
myfteries that, hitherto unknown, have led us to view 
Dumouricr as conquering Belgium in the fields of Je- 
mappe. Here at lead the laurels are to be divided, for 
the confpiring Se& has borne a larger (hare in this con- 
queft than his armies ; and it was in London, rather 
than at Jemappe, that the Auftrian Netherlands were 
conquered. 

The Se£V had its Lodges in Brabant, and Vandernoot 
had brought over his party to them. He knew that the 
brethren fought to reprelent the French revolution i:| 
fuch colors as to make the people eager in its caufe ; he 
was alfo acquainted with thofe Lodges that had addreffed 
the National Aflembly, humbly petitioning for their re- 
volutionary Equality and Liberty. Pandernoot was then 
in London, under the name of Gcbdfcroix . An emiflary 
from the Parifian club, he was profecuting his plots, to- 
gether with Cbauvelin, Perigord D'Autun^ Noel , Bomet y 
and eight other adepts, fent to fpread the revolutionary 
principles in England. Vandernoot entrufted himfelf to 
perfons with whofe principles he was not fuffieiently ac- 
quainted ; but they knew him well ; he betrayed his fe- 
cret, and thus the whole myftery is come to light. Dur- 
ing the difputes, and even warfare, carried on between 
the Belgians and Jofeph II. the greater part of them 
certainly had not the moft diftant idea offubje&ing their 
country to the revolutionary principles of the Jacobins ; 
but the Se& had its partisans, and thefe adepts left no 
means untried to perfuade the people that the foie refourca 
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for recovering their liberty was to unite with the French#' 
tc I was well acquainted with thefe plans (faid Vander- 
“ noot to his confidant) ; no fooner were we informed of 
44 what had pafied between the Duke of Brunfwiclc and 
44 Dumouricr, than we immediately wrote to Paris and 

44 to the army • The meflenger brought us back the plan 
* of the campaign, and a copy of the manifefto that Du- 

4 5 mourier was to publiih on his entry into the Low 
“ Countries. I faw that the plan had been eXadly copi- 
u ed from that followed by Cuftine in his extortions in 
“ Germany. I forelaw that fiich a plan would appal all 
44 the efforts of our people, and would only ferve to league 
44 the inhabitants againft the French, whereas if they 
tc would but follow my ideas, derived from the know- 
<c ledge 1 had of that people, and of their difpofitxons, I 
u would anfwer for their feconding the French invafion, 
u and that it would infallibly turn out fuccefsful. At die 
tc requeft of Chauveiin and Noef, I drew up the plan to 
“ be followed, and wrote the manifefto that was to be 
u publifhed, framing it according to the local knowledge 
“ and experience I had acquired ; and the whole was im- 
tc mediately fent off to Paris. They were both adopted 
w on the fpot. Dumourier did not change a fy 11 able of 
<c the manifefto that I had written in Poriman Square . 

,c The people, gained over by our agents, and by this 
4C manifefto, threw themfelves into our arms, and Flanders' 
41 was taken.” 

No reader can exped that I fhould name the perfont 
to whom Vandernoot had thus opened his plans j of this 
much, however, I can affure the public, that the whole 
was laid before the miniftry, who for a time fuffered No-* 
el, V andernoot, and their accomplices to remain in Lon- 
don, but keeping a clofe watch over them until they were 
fent el fe where to confpire and profecute their vile machi- 
nations, againft nations that they dared not meet in the 
open field. 

Next to the conqueft of Belgium came that of Hoi-* 
Jand j and with equal aft oni foment has Europe feen the 
formidable bulwarks of that republic falling at the ap- 
proach of the Jacobin armies. Here again we muff re- 
fort for the caufe to the dark receffes of the Se£L The 
apoftles of Uluminifm had been laboring in Holland ever 
fince the year 1781.* The immenfe Aims of moaef 

# Original Writings, and Phik> r t Report- 
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4 r?wn from thofe countries were not the only {accedes 
of the SefiL The Stadtholder had already learned, to his 
coft, how much they could envenom fa&ion and fcdition; 
the French revolution then tame to raife their expe&a- 
jtions and ftimulate their labors. The Low Countries 
had for a fecond time received their Jacobin conquerors. 
The Engliih army fell back to the frontiers of its an- 
H cient ally to vindicate its liberties from the attempts of 
the enemy. Its efforts, however, are ufelefs, for Holland 
no longer wills the liberty of the true patriot, it wills that 
of the Jacobin, jits wiflies (hall foon be complied with* 
the brethren of Paris (hall dictate the law in Amfterdam, 
and (hall feize on its riches; the commerce of Holland 
(hall be annihilated ; its colonies wrefted from it ; and 
/bon (hall it rank among the powers of Europe, only as 
the firft flave of the Gallic Pentarques. No matter. Let 
Pichegru approach, tor he is the obje& of their wiflies ; 
^nd the defenders of their true liberty may feek their fafe- 
ty in retreat; for the countries they wiih to defend are 
Replete with plots againft them and confpiracies in favor 
of the revolution* in Amfterdam alone the Se£t has no 
lefs than forty clubs, and each dub has the direction of two 
hundred revolutionifts. The ele& of thefe clubs form 
two committees, the central and the correfponding com- 
mittees; and this latter holds correfpondence with bre- 
thren both within and without the territories of the re- 
public. Thefe are fubje& to a fupreme council, the true 
Areopagites, whofe refolves are tranfmitted to the difpers- 
cd brethren. Perfons who watched over the public wel- 
fare have a&ed the parts of affociates 10 hopes of diving 
into the myfteriesj but the ferutators at Amfterdam were 
as crafty as thofe of Munich, and thefe adepts could nev- 
er penetrate beyond the firft myfteries, while other clubs 
were compofed of men well known by the Sed to be the 
firmed adyocates for Jacobin Equality and Liberty. 

Deputies from Leyden are delegated to the central 
committee ; and the brotherhood at Leyden had made a 
greater progrefs in proportion, both in numbers and fe- 
dition, than it had at ^mfterdam. The adepts of £/- 
trecht ware (till more ardent revolutionifts than either. 
The vigilance of government, and the neighborhood ot 
the armies, had put them to flight; the chiefs, however, 
affembled together in country-houies, and their delibera- 
tions were tranfmitted to the Areopage at Amfterdam.—* 
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.Rotterdam appeared to be neuter; but it held a neutral- 
ity that only waited the propitious moment for declaring 
in favor of Jacobinifm. The minifter and adept Mareux 
had made the conqueft of three fourths of the inhabitants 
of Naarderu The commiffary Aigiam would have been 
reftlefe had he known of a Tingle inhabitant of Haarlem 
that was not devoted to the adepts of Amfterdam.* 

The better to condu& the proceedings of the fa&ion, 
the F refich convention had fent a fecret agent of the name 
of Malabar to refide at Amfterdam ; he had two aco- 
lytes, called P Arc hive que and Aigiam . At once enjoy* 
ing the confidence of Pichegru (then advancing with his 
victorious army) and of the rebels in the interior, Mala- 
bar never apppeared but at the meetings of the Areopa- 
gites, where he dictated the refolves. L' Arcbiveque and 
Freftne were employed in carrying on the correfpondence 
witn Pichegru. in Amfterdam and Haarlem, Aigiam was 
infpedtor-general of the fubterraneous arfenals whither 
the brethren were to flock'for arms on the fignat given. 
—Should they ftand in need of the protection of the ma- 
giltracy, the adept Dedelle was burgo-mafter. If funds 
were wanting, the counting-houfes of lexier , Coudere , 
and Rottereauy are open to them, befides the treafures of 
the Jew Sport as, a moft vehement revolutionift. Among 
the ciubifts the adepts Gulcher and Lapeau difttnguifh 
themfelves, as do Latour and Perijfe among their ar- 
mourers. Next in queftof enthufialts whofhall declaim 
to the populace, we meet the adepts Termache , Lekain % 
Milliner , Schneider , and many others. On their general 
roll-call they count 40,000 men ready to march out to 
meet the advancing Jacobins, or to charge in the rear the 
armies of the allies, and thofe legions that might ftill re- 
main faithful to their duty. Nothing now was wanting 
but a general capable of directing their march ; and Eu+ 
Jlace was fent from Paris*— On a fudden the vigilance of 
the Englifh minifter and of the Duke of York feemed to 
have counteracted this confpiracy, that had been fo well 
concerted ; and the government was informed of the whole 
plot. Malabar , the hero of the myfteries, La Tour , Fre - 
Jme, and about thirty more confpirators, were arrefted; 
even Lujlace was among the prifoners, and all true citi- 


^ ecret Memorial, written a few months be* 
rorc the lovaiion of HoJJand. 
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Rent thought themfelves delivered from the JaCobirt 
fcourge. Proclamations were iffued, forbidding any meet- 
ings of clubs under any pretext whatever 5 but, in defi- 
ance of the magiftrates, the clubifts publish a counter- 
proclamation, inviting the brethren to take arms and 
rather to die than abandon their clubs. In vain does the 
Englifh general demand that thcfe perfons Ihould be de- 
livered up to him, that he might fecure their perfons ; the 
Sc£l even fucceeded in getting the American minifter to 
reclaim Euftace, under pretence that he was a fubje& of 
the United States. The others are brought to trial, and 
are condemned to be exiled into thofe very towns by 
which the Jacobin army was to enter the republic, and 
Willemftacit, Breda, Berzenopfcoom, Nimeguen, Gor- 
cum, Utrecht, and Amfterdam, fall, juft as Maycnce had 
done before them. Molt certainly, had Pichegru no other 
claims to military glory than this conqueft, he might, 
with Dumouricr and Cuftine, write, 4 I came , / faw 9 
and I conquered ; but it was becaufe, in place of enemies 
to combat, I Found none but adepts to embrace.’* 

Means of another fpecies will explain the triumphs of In Spain* 
the Se& in Spain. The brave Ricardo had reftored 
the Caftilians to their ancient valor ; he had threatened 
to retaliate on the captive Jacobins, for the cruelties ex- 
ercifed on the French emigrants that fell into their hands. 

The Aqua Tophana immediately liberates the Se<ft from 
46 fierce an enemy; he dies by poifon. The bulwarks of 
Spain fall like thofe of Holland at the approach of the 
legions of Equality and Liberty . Reddeleon fells the 
fortrefs of Figueras for a million of livres. He values his 
treafon too highly, and going to Paris he receives his mil- 
lion in affignats, then only worth 48,000 livres. He 
complains, and in compenfation is fent to the guillotine, 
for the Se£t need not buy traitors at fo exorbitant a 
price. His treachery, however, left Spain at the diferetion 
of the Jacobins. That unhappy country fought to buy 
peace* and for a time it is fuffered to enjoy a truce; but 
every thing feems to denote, that the brethren have made 
a fufficient progrefs to leave the talk of eftablilhing the 
xeign of Equality and Liberty to the adepts of the inte- 
rior, without relorting to arms. 

In Portugal the adepts dare not as yet throw off the Tn Porta* 

1 

• Eitfadt of a Secret Memorial. ^ 
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jnafk ; but at fomc future day the Court may judge prop* 
er to publifh the correfpondence found among the par 
pers of the Brabanter Segre. This propaganda had 
been thrown into the prifons of Lifbon. The brethren 
had not forgotten the do&rine of the patet exitus * they 
fend a mattrefs to the prifoner, and a razor is concealed 
within it. The wretched Segre underftands the meaning 
of the Se&, and the next morning is found weltering iq 
his blood on this very mattrefs. 

It tranfpired, however, that the confpiracy in which he 
had engaged aimed at nothing lefs than the definition of 
;he royal family, and the total overthrow of the ftate. It 
was further aflerted that a correipondence between him 
and the Prince oj Peace was found among his papers, 
and that the Spanifh minifter, informed of his arreft im- 
mediately claimed it; but the court of Portugal returned 
for anfwer, That fince God had in his goodncfs pre- 
ferved the ftate from the greateft misfortune with which 
it had ever been threatened, her Moft Faithful Majefty 
would only treat of this bufmefs with his Catholic Ma- 
jefty himfelf.” But even fhoyld this fail be well authen- 
ticated, are we not fufficiently aware of the intrigues of 
the Sedt? Does it not frequently procure fecret commis? 
fions from minifters, and then, under pretence of tranfacl- 
ing the bufinefe of that Hate, profecute the moft villanous 
plots ? It is fufficient for us to have (hewn the Se& con- 
spiring in Portugal $ the public papers deferibe it as con* 
fpiring in like manner at Turin and at Naples. 

AtNaples. Here again the fecrccy of courts has debarred us from 
the details. At Naples atteftations were taken refpe&ing 
the guilty, and the proofs were acquired. JJy the orders 
of his Majefty, all the documents relating to the confpira- 
cy had been collcdted and compiled by a magiftrate of great 
merit and known integrity, Mr. Rey, the fame perfon 
whom Lewis XVI. had intended for minifter of the po- 
lice of Paris. From thefc it appeared, that many noble- 
men had been led to join in a confpiracy againft the royaj 
family, while the occult adepts of this confpiracy were to 
make away with, thefe fame noblemen, immediately after 
the deftruction of thejoyaJ family. The K*ng and the 
Qi^en of Naples both chofe to (how their clemency to 
the chief confpirators, and rather let them preferve life in 
confinement, than fend them to the Icafrold which muft 
Jiav'e been the inevitable confcqucnce of a public trial .— r 
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The policy that has buried in darknefs the details of this 
tonfpiracy, has not, however, deprived us of this proof of 
the univerfality of the confpiracies of the Se<Sh 

In purfuit of its plans, the Seft marches triumphantly i n a |j jt a . 
to Milan, Venice and Rome; Its armies entered Italy ly, ana in 
with Buonaparte, even more deftitute of every thing that the arm*?* 
tan enfure victory, than thole which had entered Germa- of pi wees* 
ny under the command of Cuftine. But numerous le- 
gions flocked to their ftandards; and the banks of the Po* 
if we except Mantua, are as well prepared for the revo- 
lution as were thofe of the Rhine; This will ceafe to be 
a matter of of furprife to thofe who will reflc£l that Wei- 
Ihaupt had fent his apoftles thither, and that Knigge and 
Zimmerman had long fince boafted of the progrefs of 
the illuminizing recruiters in thofe parts. If we turn 
back to their reports, we (hall find that the Mafonic 
Lodges had, like thofe of Germany, been initiated intof 
the laft myfteries; and the triumphs of Buonaparte will 
be found to be not more aftonifhing than thofe of Cus- 
tine. Were it neceflary to explain how the valor of the 
Archduke Charles, or of the veteran bands of Auftria, 
was rendered fruitlefs when in prefence of the Jacobin 
troops; whence it arofe that the faftneffes of countries 
tould fcarcely ferve the wifdom of a prince fo worthy of 
being the leader of heroes ; it would not be fufficient to 
fay, that the adjutant-general Fijher was accufed of hav- 
ing received one thou (and pounds a month from the Pen- 
tarques; or, that, to ftifle all profecution, and baffle any 
attempt that might be made to induce him to difeover the 
number or quality of his accomplices, he had rccourfe tc* 
that grand means of Iliutninifm the Patet exitusy and 
poifoned himfelf. No; the reader mud refleft, that the 
Se£t had long fince been educating its adepts for the ar- 
mies, procuring pofleflion of the DicaJiereSy and thus 
preparing for a future day, when they forefaw that trea- 
chery and cowardice would ferve them in the armies of 
princes.* 

. * Jufl as this (beet was going to the prefs a publication, en- 
titled, Let Nouvtaux Intercts de V Europe , fell into my hands, 
and the following pafTage appeared to me fo very applicable to 
our fubjetf , that 1 have extracted it: 44 The Emperor has been 
44 blamed for figning the preliminaries of Leoben, on the iS*h 
44 of April, 1798. This certainly appears to have been done 
precipitately: but are thofe who blame him acquainted with 
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Rome* Need we explain why the revolutionary legions pro-* 
ceeded to Rome? Certainly but little reftftance could be 
made there. An aged pontiff railing up his hands to hea- 
ven, offering up his prayers for the peace and welfare of 
the faithful, makes every facrifice that of his faith except- 
ed, in hopes of mollifying the obdurate hearts of thofe bar- 
barians. Buonaparte, no ft ranger to his virtues feigns a 
veneration for them. But Pius VI. is the chief of that 
religion of Chrift which the Se& has fworn to crufli, and 
Rome is the centre of it.* From the very firft moment 

** the reafons that induced him to take that ftep ? The Empe- 
4 ‘ ror had been informed by his Brother , the Archduke Charles , 
44 of the bad difjofttim of a great part of the officers of his ar- 
“ my of Italy. He knnv that both at Verona and Padua they 
“ ajfeiteJ to imitate the French in their difeourfe , manners, 
** and fentiments ; it feemed as if they needed but the tri -colour* 
“ ed cockade to make the femblance complete. He mas amors 
44 that they jledin the mo /l critical moment of an aBion ; Jo that, 
44 in Jfpite of excellent general, of a w el appointed faff > and of 
the bravejl tnen, he mas always obliged to retire. He may, 
44 perhaps, have conceived that he was betrayed by thefe fame 
officers; for it is well known, that Buonaparte, in an unguard- 
44 ed moment, declared, that the Ai{flrian army cojl him r**n 
44 than his ownl* T*ams- 

* When the Author publifhed his Firft Volume, or Anti-* 
chriftian Confpiracv, in the beginning of 1797, a °d politively 
declared, “ the total overthrow of Chrijlianity to be the object 
•' of the Sefl," his aflertion was much cavilled at by thofe who 
were eager that this nation fliould not give credit to an author 
who was about to lay open the tenebrous ramifications of this 
univerfal confpiracy ; others again were made to believe, that 
the Se< 5 l only aimed at reforming what they cbofe to ftyle the 
errors of the Church of Rome. I here call my reader's atten- 
tion to an event that has juft taken place, and he may then judge 
whether the author was corred when he (aid, that the total 
overthrow of Chrijlianity was the object of the Setft. In the 
Propagateur , 6 Brumaire , Tear 7 (or i$th Odlober 1798), we 
read, “ The following is the diftribution of the edifices (of 
«* worfhip) for the ufe of the citizens of Paris, as determined 
44 by the central adminiftration of the Seine." Paris is divided 
into twelve Ward9, in lieu of parilhes, each having the follow- 
ing churches annexed to them, and which are in future to be 
called Templess “ Ift. Waid— Ihe church of 8t. Philip du 
“ Roule confecrated to Concord . II. The church of St. Rocbe 
44 to Genius . III. St. Eullache to Agriculture . IV. St. Germain 
44 I/Auxerrois to Gratitude. V. St- Lawrance to Old Ago. 
14 Vr. St. Nicholas in the Fields to Hymen . VII. St. Merry to 
44 Commerce . VIII. St. Margaret to Equality and Liberty. 
V I*. St. Gervais to Toutb. Su Thomas of Aquinas* 
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6f the revolution the adepts had made no fecret of their ha- 
tred againft Rome and its pontiff. I was prefent when 
Cerrutti infJently accofted the Secretary of the Nuncio at 
Paris, {ay ing with a fneer, a Take good care of your 
“ Pope j take good care of this one, and embalm him af- 
“ ter his death} for I tell you, and you may be certain of 
“ the fact, that you will never have another.” This pre- 
tender to prophecy little thought that he would be the 
fir ft of the two to appear before the tribunal of that God 
who had promifed that the gates of hell (hould never pre- 
vail againft his church. But the Knights- Kaclofc by who 
had iworn the death of Kings and of the chief Pontiffs; 
ftill furvived; as alfo that multitude of adepts who had 
long fince been fmoothing the way for the legions of im- 
piety. Long fince had Rome been the object of their 
conspiracies ; adepts of every fpecies flock thither ; and; 
in fpite of every authority, the pupils of Caglioftro open 
their Mafonic Lodges in that capital. The llluminees 
of Sweden, Avignon, and Lyons, there unite in the moft 
fecret and moft monftrous of Lodges, and form the moll 
terrible tribunal for Kings ; that, in (hort, which pointed 
out the Sovereign that was to fall, named the affaflin, 
prepared the poifons, or {harpflfed the dagger.* 

Many of Weifhaupt’s adepts were alfo to be found in 
Rome who had been initiated by Zimmerman; and the 
reprefentative of a King feconds their efforts againft the 
altar. The Spanilh Monarch is tottering on the throne, 
at the very time when the public papers deferibe Dow 
AtARAy his ambaifador at Rome, felicitating the Jaco- 
P P 

4t Peace . XI. St. Sulpice/0 Viflory. XII. St. James-du-haut- 
** pas to Benevolence , St. Medard to Labor , and St. Stephen on 

the Mount to filial Piety .** This needs nojeomment, when 
in the hands of a Chriftian reader. Tran s. , 

* Should the hiftorian of the aflalEnation of Guftavus of 

Sweden not be a fufficient voucher for the exiftence of this tri- 
bunal {Sett. / VJ it is, however, an undoubted fad, that the Sed 
bad moft powerful advocates at Rome; for the Nuncio at A* 
vigoon, having ordered the llluminee Pernetti and his adepts 
to leave the country in the fpace of one month » they procured 
from Rome a counter-order (real or forged) permitting them 
to ftay. This bufinefs was followed up at Rome by the arreft- 
ation of an adept, which threw the adepts of Avignon into fear* 
that were only removed by the revolution. 
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bins on their coming to drive the Sovereign Pontiff /root 
his capital. Buonaparte may fend his Lieutenants ; their 
triumph will be eafy, for (hame alone could impede their 
progrefs ; but they have ftifled every feeling, and feoff at 
the very idea of the rights of nations, as well as at the 
overwhelming with afftiflion an aged paftor turned of 
fourfeore. The upright man and compaffionate heart 
might ftied tears at fuch a fight; but the Jacobin, cal- 
lous to every feeling, will leap with joy, and the Pen tarques 
will compare their ignominious conqueft to the ftorm- 
ing of ancient Rome by Brennus and his Gauh. Next 
in the feries we (hall turn our eyes to a conqueft long 
fince announced in the Lodges of the Templars, Rofi- 
crucians and Knights Kadofch, who had all fwom ven- 
geance againft Malta ; and the fatal day is now come. 

At Malta. Left indignation might caufe their fecrets to be difeo- 
vered, the crofs of Malta had for a long time been a badge 
of exclufion for thofe bold Knights from the threfiiold of 
the Mafonic Lodges. New arts will be now employed 
to render their courage ufelefe. The adepts have made 
ufe of the fame artifice againft Malta which they had em- 
ployed againft the church. So far, faid they, from break- 
ing off all connexion with thefe Knights, let our adepts 
become members of the Order; through their means we 
fhall become mafters of that Iftand that would proudly 
bid defiance to our combined hoftile efforts both by far 
and land. Letters from the virtuous and honorable part 
of that community had already prepared us for the catas- 
trophe that has fince befallen them ; they had complained 
that falfe brethren, particularly of the Spanifil and Italian 
tongues, had gained admittance among them. In the per— 
fens of Dolotnieu, Bofredw , and the cowardly Hompsjcb f 
may the Se& be faid to have reigned. Buonaparte ap- 
pears ; and, as if the Se£t uifhed to (hew Europe how it 
can carry the mofl aftonifhing works of nature and art 
by treafon alone, it did not even give the confpirators a 
cloak for their treachery by the femblance of a fiege.— 
The adepts of the exterior fraternixe with thofe of the in- 
terior, and thus do we learn that the lecret arms of the Se<ft 
are more terrible than the fire of the embattled legions. 
Let the hero of Malta fet fail for Alexandria : There he 
wdl aifo find adepts that await his arrival: Then will the 
Sublime Porte learn how to value thofe rich prefents fent 
by the revolutionary tribe, all ftolen from the royal trea- 
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firry of the crown; it will underdand why fuch tmmenfe 
fums of m >ney were fquandered in its capital, to buy the 
neutrality of the Divan, and thus to enable the Se& to 
wred from its dominion its more diftant provinces : It will 
Jearn that the Apodles of the Sect were, during its politi- 
cal lethargy, dealing along thecoafts of Africa, and pene- 
trating even into Afia# 

It was at Condantinople particularly that the Seel was At Coa- 
to be careful in the choice of its adepts and propagandas, 
anl to adapt each perfon’s million to. his talents. To [j, c £ a {j. # 
fpread the do&rines of Equality and Liberty throughout 
die dates that had long fince been fubjedled to the do- 
minion of the Crefcent, it was neceflary to find men well 
acquainted with the language, manners, intereds, and the 
various intercourfe of thofe different nations. In the per-, 
fon of the author of the Tableau de 1* Empire Ottoman , 
or Mouradgea d’Hobfon, a Greek by birth, formerly in- 
ternuncio, and lince ambaflador from Sweden to the Sub- 
lime Porte, the Sedl found all the requifites for fuch an 
undertaking. At fird, he did not appear to be fanguine 
in their caufe ; large fums of money, and penfions then 
at the difpofition of the Committee of Public Safety , (as 
we are informed by our Memoirs) at length difpel any 
further (how of relu&ance : On his return to Condanti- 
nople, Mouradgea places himfelf at the head of the Jaco- 
bin milfionaries for the Ead. He was greatly indebted 
for the acquirements that had thus prepared him for this 
hew revolutionary career to a Mr. Ruffin^ who com- 
menced his career as a teacher of languages in Paris; was 
afterwards an allociate with the Baron Tott in Crimea; 
then attached to the French embaify at Condantinople ; 
afterwards employed in the Admiralty at Verfailles ; and 
finally become Profeffor of the Oriental Tongues at the 
College RoyaL For a long time Air. Ruffin refilled eve- 
ry temptation to betray the Royal caufe ; for he was in- • 
debted tqthe king for his education, and for his elevation 
to be Knight of the Order of St. Michael. Similar in- 
ducements, however, make him forget his obligations to 
bis king, and he becomes the co-adept of Mouradgea at 
Condantinople. Leffcps a young man, and one of the few 
furvivors of La Peroufe, was alfo animated by fentiments 
of gratitude for Lewis XVI.; but, feduced by the two 
apodles, he joins them, and, under the direction of this 
triumvirate, one part of the fubaltern agents difleminatc 
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fbeir do&rines among the people of Conftantinople, while 
others fprcad themfelves throughout Afia, travel into Per- 
ils, and to the Indies. Others again preach their rights 
of man in the Levant, while the united forces of the bc£t 
make their defcent on the coaft of Egypt, and teach the 
Ottoman court the fatal effe&s of having neglefted to 
crufh the firft dawnings of the Sect. 

But a very few years prior to the French revolution, 
the Turks aoominated Mafonry, as much as the inhabit- 
ants of the Eaft did the Manichseans for many centuries. 
The Ottoman court would not have fuffered any French 
Religious to have remained at Jerufalem, had it not known 
that it was their conftant rule to refufe to admit any per- 
fon known to be a Free-mafon to vifit the holy places 
that were under their care. There was even an agree- 
ment between the Sublime Porte and the Court of France, 
by which the Superior of thefe Religious might and was 
obliged to difmifs from the Levant any F rench Confu] 
that ihould dare to ere& a Mafonic Lodge; and I have 
learned from a Religious who was on that million for 
feven years, that the Superior had fometimes exercifed 
" this authority. But the revolution has annihilated fuch 
precautions, as well as many others. The Propagandas 
have crofled the Mediterranean with their new-tangled 
I doctrines ; they have found brethren in the French mer- 
chants, who, under pretence of meeting with friends in 
all countries, had got themfelves initiated in the myftcries, 
and hence they needed not Lodges to be recognized, 
in Africa ; The fucceflcs of the brotherhood in France inflamed 
the zeal of the brethren in Africa; and the very manner in 
which the Directory announced the progrefr of Buona- 
parte in Egypt fufficiently denotes the arts that had been 
employed by the emiflaries of the Sedt previous to his 
arrival. Should he not (like Pichegru) fell a victim 
to the jealoufy of the Pentarques, or (more lucky than 
Brueys) efcape the purfuits of a fecond Nelfon, he will on 
the coaft of India meet with other brethren, who, in the 
Malabar tongue are circulating the Rights of Man , Zf- 
qual and Free y and thofe of the Sovereign and Legijla - 
five People, 7 he Englifh General who took Pondicherry 
/erzed both the types and prefles employed in diflemin- 
ating the principles of the Set and their revolutionary 
produ&ions. 

As the plague flies on the wings of the wind, lo dp 
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Iheir triumphant legions infeft America. Their apoftles 
have infufed their principles into the fubmiifive and labo- 
rious negroes ; and St. Domingo and Guadaloupe have 
been Converted into vaft charnel houfes for their inhabit- 
ants. So numerous were the brethren in North Ame- 
rica, that Philadelphia and Bofton trembled, left their r/- 
Jing conJUtution Jhould be obliged to make way for that of 
the great club\ and if for a time the brotherhood has 
been obliged to fhrink back into their hiding places $ 
they are ifcill fufficiently numerous to raife colle&ions 
and tranfmitthem to the infurgents of Ireland; thus con- 
tributing towards that fpecies of revolution which is the 
objefl of their ardent wifhes in America.* God grant 
that the United States may not barn to their coll, that 
Republics are equally menaced with Monarchies; and 
that the immenfity of the ocean is but a feeble barrier 
againft the univerfal confpiracy of the Se6l ! 

The triumphs of the brotherhood at Genera, at Ve- 
nice, in Holland, and at Genoa, are demonft rati ve proofs 
that it is not at Monarchs alone that the adepts of the 
Se£l aim their blows. Nations muft alfo learn, that, whe- 
ther Monarchies or Republics, they are all to be com- 
prehended within the revolutionary vortex; and that nei- 
ther friendlhip, alliance, nor the molt palfive obedience, 
can make the favage confpirators relent. 

In vain did the Swifs Cantons in fome fort forget the in Switzer 
dignity of their anceftors ; they were filcnt under the hu- land; 
miliating treatment of their biethren at Aix, the butche- 
ry of their troops at Paris, and the violation of the mol^ 


# See IrilH Report, No. X ? V. — At Quebec, July 7, 1797, a 
roan of the name of David M* Lean was'eried and condemned 
to fuller 00 the a ift of the fame month, being convicted of hav- 
ing come into Canada under the difguife of a merchant, with 
a view of railing the people againft the Government, and to 
deliver over the colony to the French. He had taken all the 
neceflary fteps ; the oath of fecrecy, pikes, and other arms, 
were to be delivered to the people. The brethren at Montreal 
and Quebec were by the next fpring to prepare the way for at) 
army of 10,000 men that was to be brought over in a French 
fleet, and attack both thefe towns at the fame time. Mr. A- 
det, the French minuter at Philadelphia, was implicated in it; 
thus do the Pentarquesconvert their embaffadors into the ring- 
leaders of the conlpiring bands wherever they are received; 
this may be laid to be one of the marking features of Jacobin- 
ifra. 


Digitized by Google 



304 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY; 


(acred treaties even on their own territories. They boro 
with refignation the infults perpetually offered to them by 
the Jacobin di&ators, who would fometimes deign to 
mingle affurances of fraternity and promifes of peace 
with their outrages. While the armies of the Se& were 
ravaging the neighboring countries, it would lull the cre-% 
dulous Swifs into a fatal fecurityby their cant of frater~ 
nity and affe&ion; but in the mean time the adepts were 
laboring in the mountains. , Weifhaupt had made many 
Converts in thofe parts ; and a fwarm of Illuminees dock* 
ed thither from the Univerftty of Gottingen , all ready to 
profecute the views of the S e£t. pehr , curate of Nidau, 
and after him Bugg y correfponded with the brotherhood 
in Germany; and the moment was approaching when 
he was about to receive the price of his zeal by being 
eledled chief of the revolutionized Canton of Argau.*— • 
At Lucern Pfiffer y at Berne Weifs y at Bade Ochs, prefi- 
ded over the clubs of Equality and Liberty. By various 
artifices, the Jacobins had formed a party of ninety-two 
in the great council of Berne. The Pentarque Rewbel 
fent as auxiliaries from Paris, Maingaudy Mangourit y and 
Guyot\ and in Switzerland (as in Holland and at May* 
ence) fecret correfpondencc and fecret focieties were pre- 
paring the way for the armies of the Se&. Thus was the 
fate of Switzerland to be fimilar, and an equal (hare of 
glory to redound to the vidtors.f 

in Sweden; Yet there arc monarchies frill in exiftence, notwith- 
(landing all the efforts of the Se£h True ; but, if we 
except Denmark, whofe neutrality appears to be of too 
great fervice to the Se&, for it to think of deftroying that 
kingdom at prefent, what other country is there in Eu- 
rope that has not been expofed to the machinations of the 
Se<A? Guftavus III. fell beneath the blows of an An- 
karftroem ; but this affaffin had come from the great Pa- 
ri fian club. Thofe very perfons who wi(h to ilolate this 
murder tell us, that adepts had declared, that they knew 
of the projected murder of Guftavus beforehand^ and that 
ati Europe knew of it. Who are thefe men that were fo 
well informed throughout Europe, if not thofe adepts to 
whom the Se<5 has made known their determinations 
againil a Prince whofe a&ivity could give them little 

* Private Notes on Switzerland. 

t See the Hifrory of this Revolution by Mallet da Pan. 
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hopes of retrograde movements when he was about to 
fight the enemies of monarchy ? When thofe fame wri- 
ters call fufpicions on the Duke of Sudermania , they 
ground their attack on his being Grand Mafter oj the 
Swedijb Lodges , as Orleans was in France. They fur- 
ther fubilantiate their charge on the multitude of illumini- 
»ed Mafons that are fpread all over Sweden, and on the 
horror of their myfteries. Is not that telling us, tha£ 
Ankarftroem was but a mere inftrument of the Sect, 
which, in recompence for his regicide, erected ftatues to 
him in the Club of the Jacobins? I will hereafter (how 
that the adepts had previous knowledge of this foul deed, 
and that it had even been clearly expreffed in the public 
papers. But at prefent let us turn our eyes toward Ruffia. 

On the death of Lewis XVI. the Emprefs of Ruffia or- la Ruffia; 
dered that all the F rench within her dominions Ihould take 
the oath of fidelity to the lawful heir of the Bourbons, 
and renounce all connexion with France until monarchy 
was reftored; but this was a fruitlefs precaution. The 
Se£t had many adepts in Rulfia, whom it had taught to 
feoff at oaths;* and they only took the oath of fidelity to 
the monarchy, that they might the more eafily annihilate 
the Ruffian diadem. The confpirators were headed by 
Genet , heretofore the agent tor the cabinet of Verfeilles, 
but now become the agent of the Jacobins. The zeal 
with which he ferved his new mailers had already filled 
Peterlburg with clubs compofed of that fpecies of men 
who, having no homes in their own country, travel to fo- 
reign parts in hopes of gaining a livelihood. Hair-drefs- 
ers, Cooks, Valets, Bankrupts, Teachers of the French 
Tongue, and Street-porters from Paris, all wete com- 
bining together to prepare a pike revolution. The molt 
artful and mod violent of the confpirators daringly held their 
meetings in the Hotel of Sir Charles Whitworth , the 
Englilh Ambaffador at Peterlburg. They met there once 


* Knigge’s apo flies in Courland and Livonia had. doubtlefs, 
extended their miDton ; and a Ruffian gentleman informed me, 
that one of the great adepts prefided over an academy at Mos- 
cow where the young Nobility were educated. Every thing 
ieemed to denote an excellent fchool, when by degrees it was 
obferved, that the ijluminized Rights of Man was the ground- 
work of the fecret leffons of this great teacher. They were 
obliged to difraifs him, as the only means of reiloriaghis pupils 
to the true principles of religion and fociety. 
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a month by means of three French fervants, whohadbeeri 
recommended to Sir Charles by fome of the party as moft 
excellent chara&ers. Public fame, and foon after the Am- 
baflador, informed the Police of this meeting. On mak- 
ing enquiries after the adepts, and on feizing their papers 
that had been carefully hidden, it was dilcovered, that 
their plot had been contrived according to the general 
plan and views of the Seft. At Rome, the brotherhood,* 
had made ufe of an Ambaflador of the King of Spain; in 
JBLuflia, it is the Secretary of Embaffy and Charge d 9 Af- 
faires from the Court of Sardinia, a Mr. Bcjfty who is im- 
plicated in their foul projects. The adepts were banifhed,' 
according to the laws ot Ruffia. The diplomatic charac- 
ter of Mr. Bofli faved him for fome time from a fimilar 
difgrace; but no fooner was the Czar Paul feated on the 
throne, than he received orders to quit Peterfburg in twen- 
ty-four hours, and the territories of his Imperial Majefty 
with all poflible fpeed.* 

In Poland. I (hall not dwell long on the labors of the Setft in Po- 
land. Among the number of its Apoftles, I might name 
# Bonncatiy who was fent to Siberia ; Duveyriery who wrote 
the P voces Verbaux at Paris for La F ayette, and who was 
difeovered at Copenhagen on a fuppofed million for buy- 
ing corn, while his real obje£l; was to vifit the brethren of 
Poland and Ruftia, to ftimulate them; and our Memoirs 
inform us, that on the road he was to make an attempt on 
the life of the Count Artois, juft as the German adepts 
have fince done on that of Lewis XVI il. Duveyrier was 
accompanied by one Lamarrey and that Cajiella fince ar- 
refted in company with Semonville when proceeding to 
Conftantinople with the plunder of the French crown, in 
hopes ot bribing the minifters of that country. But to 
give my reader an idea of the multitude of miffionaries 
employed by the Seft in Poland, it will fuffice to advert 
to Camboris report, where he owns that it has already coft 
France ftxty millions oflivres to fupport the brethren at 
Warlaw. This avowal (hows how the Se& employs the 
public revenues, little caring whether the creditors of the 
interior are paid, and fending its vifible legions to live on 
contributions levied on the exterior, while it largely pays 
that crowd of inviiible adepts and fecret emiflaries who 
prepare the way for its triumphs. 
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. This alfo demonftrates what great ftrefs the leaders of 
the S eft laid on the projefted revolution in Poland $ and, 
indeed, had they fucceeded in revolutionizing that coun- 
try, the Jacobins might have made a ftrong diverfion or* 
the very territories of the moft formidable powers that had 
entered into the coalition. Equality and Liberty would 
have infufed itfclf throughout Ruflia with much greater 
facility. The Pruflhn and Auftrian brethren began to 
fliow themfdves more openly. Their hopes already feem- 
ed to be crowned with fuccefs; Kofkiufko had excited to 
revolt Warfaw, Wilna, and Lublin. The bifhop of this 
latter place, with many other gentlemen, had been hang- 
ed; in vain had the unfortunate Poniatowfki endeavored 
to allay the ferocity of the revolution \ Poland was advan- 
cing rapidly towards its end, and it finifhed by lofing both 
its king and its independence. My objedl is not even to 
hint an opinion on the conduct of the powers who have 
divided that country among themfelves, but to point out 
the univerfal confpiracy of the Se#. Germany, which 
gave birth to the moft profound adepts of the Sedf, has 
already feverely felt the effects of its treachery, but has 
not yet met the fate which the Se# is preparing for it. 

Jofeph II. lived long enough to deplore his miferable IoAuftri*. 
policy. He was lamenting his philofophifm, and that de- 
teftable policy that had induced him to trouble the inha- 
bitants of the Low Countries in the enjoyment of their 
religion, thus breaking the moft folemn treaties and driv- 
ing to defpair fubje&s who defer ved a better fate, when 
the manifefto of the Grand Orient came to teach him, that 
his policy had been juft as erroneous in protecting the 
Mafonic Lodges. .If credit is to be given to Kleiner's 
poit, or at leaft to the extra# from it given me by a no- 
bleman of undoubted veracity, it was in confequence of 
this manifefto that Jofeph II. gave orders to Kleiner to 
get himfelf initiated into the illuminized Lodges, and bv 
this means acquired certain knowledge of the Occult 
Myfteries of the Se#. He then learnt, that the Swedifli 
adepts had precifely the fame objeCt in view as the oft- 
fpring of the modern Spartacus ; and the Mafonic Lod- 
ges were the cloaks for both of them. I have learned from 
a perfon who was frequently in company with the Empe* 
ror, that nothing could equal his vexation, when he faw 
lhat he had been fo ftrangely impofed upon by men whom 
he had favored, or when he difeovered that,yi far front 
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having himfelf named perfons to the different charges ef 
the fate , he had only adopted the choices made by the Sett. 
He then openly declared, that the Free-mafons were no- 
thing more than a fet of {harpers and jugglers; be went 
fo far as to attribute all the thefts that had been committed 
on the treafury of the ftate to the Occuk Mafons ; he de- 
termined to exclude them from every employment civil 
and military; he was indignant at feeing an imperium in 
imperio rifmg in the ftate. He would have followed up his 
indignation too, had he not learnt that many of his moft 
faithful fubje&s, and fome even for whom he had the great- 
eft regard, fuch as the Prince Lichtenftein, , were Mafons. 
The greater part of thefe, however, renounced Mafonry. 
Jofeph had undertaken to deftroy the Lodges and repair 
the errors of his philofopbifm, when a premature death 
put a period to his reign. 

Leopold his fucceffor, wifliing to be informed of the 
nature and progrefs of theSe& in his new territories, ap- 
plied to Pro f: ft or Hoffman. No man was better able than 
lie was to give the defired information, for he had been 
tampered with by the Sedt, who, writing to him in the 
moft high-flowfi phrafes, endeavored to feduce him over 
to the caufe of the revolution; but* on the other fide* 
feveral Mafons, afnamed of having fallen a prey to thefe - 
duftion of the Illuminees , had difeovered moft important 
fecrets to him, and joined with him in baffling the views 
of the Sedl. He had learned from them, 41 that Mirabeau 
44 himfelf had declared to his confidants, that he carried 
44 on a tnojl extenfive correfpondence with Germany , but 
cC in no part fo extenftve as at Vienna . He knew that the 
44 revolutionary fyftem was to be extended throughout the 
44 univerfc; that France had only been chofen as the fcene 
41 of a firft explofion; that the propagandas were bufied 
<c in difleminating their principles throughout every dim- 
44 ate; that emiffaries were difperfeJ through the four 
44 quarters of the globe, and particularly in the capitals; 
44 that they had their adherents* and were particularly ac- 
44 tive in ftrengthening their party at Vienna and in the 
r . <c Aujlrian dominions. — In 1791 he had read, as feveral 
44 other perfons alfo did, two letters, the one from Paris, 
44 the other from Sti afbourg ydeferibing in cypher the names 
44 of feven commijjaries of the Propaganda then ref dent 
44 at Vienna , and to whom the new commiffaries were to 
44 apply, as well for the wages of their labors , as for /»- 
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* fir unions how to proceed.— He bad alfo feen feveral of 
“ thofe manuftript news-papers that were fent weekly 
€i from Vienna, replete with the moil abominable anec- 
u dotes againft the court, and with arguments and prin- 
a cipjes impugning the government. — Thefe papers were 
u to contribute toward the difiemination of Jacobinifm 
u throughout the towns and villages of the empire, and even 

in foreign countries, as they were fent poft free, and with- 
u out even the fubfeription being afked for. He had even 
c< tranfmitted fome of thefe letters to government. He had 
41 difeovered the obje& of the frequent journeys of the 11- 
€c luminee Campe to Paris, and his correfpondence with 
<c Mirabeau and Orleans. He had acquired certain know- 
“ ledge of the plans of the German Mirabeau, that is to 
fay, of Mauvillon, who had been Mirabeau’s Infinuator, 
and the fame perfon who had written thus to the Iliumi- 
nee Cuhn [the letter is preferved in the archives at Bruns- 
wick;] u The affairs of the revolution go on better and 
K better in France ; I hope that in a Jew years this flame 
44 will be lit up every where y and that the conflagration 
€i will become univerfal. Then our Order may do 
44 great things”* Mr. Hoffman alfo knew that this very 
Mauvillon tt had drawn up a very explicit plan for the 
<c revolutionizing of all Germany i that this plan had been 
a tranfmitted to the greater part of the Mafonic Lodges, 
u and to the clubs of the lllumineesi and that it wascir- 
<c culated among the Propagandas and emiflaries, who 
4< were already employed in exciting to revolt the people 
** on the out-pofh and frontiers of Germany.”! While 
•his zealous citizen was thus unfolding to Leopold the 
intrigues of the Se&, he correfponded with the Great 
Zimmerman of Bern, who was ever reverdd by the 
learned, beloved by all good citizens, and only hated by 
the illuminizing Jacobins, becaufe he no fooner became 
acquainted with their myfteries than he warned the Soci- 
ety of their dangerous tendency. This learned man was 
alfo employed in compofing a memorial for the ufe of the 
emperor, on the means of curbing the progrei's of the re- 
volution but the Jacobins were aware of the hatred that 
Leopold had conceived for them. They knew that thf 

* June 1791. 

t Important notice by Hoffman, Vol. I. Se£h 19. 

% Hoffman’s Letter in the Eudemonia, Vul. VI. No. a. 
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chief infti gator of the treaty of Pilnitz was as much to bt 
feared as Guftavus; and they were determined to fhoW 
that even an Emperor Jhould not oppofe their plots with 
impunity .* 

Juft at the time when the two fovereigns were mak- 
ing their prepa rat ions, the King of Pruffia had recalled 
from V ienna his ambaflador, the Baron Jacobi Kloefty who, 
as the Scfl fuppofed, was favorable to their caufe— The 
Count Haugwits , who was more decidedly a friend to the 
meafure of the treaty, wasfent in his ftead. The journal- 
ifts of Strafbourg announced this news with the follow- 
ing comment: 44 Hence politicians pretend, that the uni- 
44 on between the two courts will be confolidated. They 
44 are certainly in the right to make the French believe foj 
44 but in despotic countries, in thofe countries where the 
"‘fate of fever al millions of men hangs on a bit of pajle y 
<c or on the rupture of a little vein , one can calculate on 
44 nothing. Let us fuppofe that the court of Pruilia is a &• 
44 ing honeftly in concert with the court of Auftria f which 
44 is difficult to be believed), or that the court of Auftria 
44 is acting fo with that of Pruffia (which isftill more in- 
cc credible), a Jingle indigeflion , or a drop of blood forced 
44 from its proper vefjehy will be fuff dent to dijfolve this 

44 brilliant union ” This comment in the Courier of 

Strafbourg , No. 53, was dated from Vienna, the 26th of 
February , 1792. Leopold died (poifoned) on the \Jl of 
March following, and Guftavus was aftaffinated in the 
night between the 15th and 16th of the fame month, f 
The fir ft precaution taken by his young fucceflor was 
to difmifs all the Italian cooks, that he might not be cx- 
pofed to the fame fate as his father, and fall a victim to 
what is called the Naples broth . More zealous in the caufe, 
Francis II. not only oppofed the Seft by force of arms, 
but, in order to attack ill u mini fm in its dark recedes, he 
applied to the diet of Ratifbon in 1794, for a decree to 
fupprefs all fecret focieties, whether Matons, Roficrucians, 
or illuminccs, of every fort. They had powerful fupport- 
ers in this firft council of the Empire, and they intrigued 
againft the propofition of the Emperor. They pretended 
that thef * bodies of Illuminees were nothing more than 
little aii'ociations of fchool-boys, that were very common 

* Important notice by Hoffman. 

f Travels of two Frenchmen in the North, Vol. V. ch. It* 
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In the Proteftant univerfities. — Through the organs of 
the Pruflian, Hanoverian, and Brunfwicic minifters it wa$ 
obje&ed, that the Emperor was at liberty to forbid thefe 
different lodges within his own dates; but that, with re- 
fpe& to all others, they could not attempt to curtail the 
Germanic liberty. All that the Emperor could obtain was 
a decree for the abolition of thofe affociations of fchool- 
boys. This decree not only left the great adepts in full 
poffeffion of their lodges, but was alfo unattended to in 
moil of the colleges, where Illuminifoi continued to makft 
the mod awful progrefs.* 

f So late as Februaty laft (1798) the magidrates of Jena, 
were obliged to puniih about a dozen fcholars, who, formed 
into an allocution calling themfelves Amicifls> were under the 
direction of the adepts. To prepare thefe youths for the mys- 
teries of llluminifm, their fecret fuperiors reprefented the oath 
appropriated to thi 3 affociation as the mod facred engagement 
that could be taken and the lead violation of it as being imme- 
diately followed by the mod terrible punilhments. — They were 
then quedioned, whether they were fufficiently enlightened to 
believe that they could, % without fcruplc> break the oath which 
they had fworn to the fuperior ot the college, never to engage 
in any fecret focicty;— whether they believed themfelves luffi- 
ciently virtuous to accufe themfelves alone, and no other per- 
fan, in cafe the magidrates diould puniih them for a breach of 
that oath ; — whether they thought themfelves fulHcicntly cou- 
rageous to continue in the affociation, though they Ihould be 
compelled to abjure it. — The Illuminee who had quedioned 
them, if iatisfied with their anfwers, gave them the Code of the 
Amicifts % and therein they learned that they and their afloci- 
a;es formed a flats •within the flate ; that they had l anus of their 
own according to which they judged of affairs that were beyond 
their fphere ; and this required the mod profound fecrecy ; that 
fhould feveral of them hereafter meet in the fame town, they 
fhould edablilh a lodge, and do all that lay in their power to 
propagate the fociety ; that if they were petchance to change 
their place of habitation (which mould be only done in fome 
extraordinary cafe , they fhould then correfpond with their 
own lodge, while the lecretary was to hold corrcfpondence 
with the other lodges, making his return of the name, quality, 
and country of every new candidate ; that they would obey 
the fuperiors of the Order, fuccor their brethren, and procure 
advancement for them ; in Ihort . they were to be ready tofacri • 
flee their Uvea and fortunes for the Order . 

Several of thefe young Amicifls , which of all the different 
affociations was fuppofed to be the mod innocent, refufed to 
give the lid of the brethren, led they might be inculpated*— 

They, however, declared that the Order comprehended many 
men of quality and of high honor, magiflrates and perfons in of* 
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While the young Emperor was thus endeavoring to 
counters# the plots of the Se#, it was confpiring in the 
very heart of the Auftrian ftates to overturn the govern- 
ment. By the death of the Chevalier de Born the Se& 
had loft at Vienna one of its chief adepts; this gentle- 
man was powerfully rich, yet at his death nothing but im- 
mcnfe debts appeared, in confluence of the Turns he had 
fpent on the propagandas. Two other adepts, as zeal- 
ous at the leaft, and far more enterprizing, had fucceed- 
cd him. HeP£NSTR£JT the Lieutenant de place at Vi- 

« 

/*• (Seethe Minutes of the Judgment, or the Staats on gelehrte 
zeitung of Hamburgh , No. 45, 13th of March. 

Suppofing that the reader may wifli to know in what Rate 
young men came from thefe Lodges and Colleges, I will here 
quote an an example from the notes I have received from Ger- 
many. “At the time I am writing this (July 13th 1794) at 
the Baths, four leagues from Hanover, there relides here a 
44 young man who arrived a few days fince from the oniverfity 
44 of Jena, where he was educated. It is the reigning Count 
44 Plattenberg, one of the richeft noblemen of Germany, aged 
44 24, of Catholic parents, and a nephew of Prince Kaumtz, 
44 the minitter. In confequence of the principles imbibed by 
41 this young Count at the univerfity of Jena, he drefles in the 
44 complete ftyle of a democrat, and affe&s the uncouthnefs of 
44 their manners. He would have his fervant lit next to him 
44 at the table cfhote but it w>s not permitted. This young 
44 Egalitc goes about Tinging the Ca-ira and Marfeiliois Hymn , 
44 with other youths whom he gathers together. Don’t let 
44 this be taken in the light of an anecdote only relating to m 
44 thought lefs individual. His fo ly is the reigning folly if Jlu- 
dents in all the univerfities of Germany ; and this filly is the 
44 produce of thofe doctrines taught by the prof effort, <wbilc go- 
vernments pay no attention to them,'* 

The fame notes (and they are written by a Proteftant) re- 
present the univerfity ef Halle in Saxony, where the greater 
part of the King of Pruflia’s fubjedls go to finifh their educa-* 
lions, as in a Bate fimilar to that of Jena. In April 1704 the 
chiefs of the commi&on of religion of Berlin, M . M. Hermes 
and H timer, went, by order of the King ofPrufia, to vifit the 
Lutheran college at Halle, and they difapproved of many things 
that were going on. The ftudents received them with the cry 
of Pereant (let them periih), and obliged them to feek their 
fafety in flight. Their miniiters of religion are expofed to fimi- 
lar infults. Dogs are fet at them when preaching, and indecen- 
cies take place in the churches that would not be fuffered in 
the Greets. “ The illuminees themfehis puhlifh thefe abomina - 
44 thus, ^that their pupils the Amicifls may be induced to a& 
4t »n a fimilar manner.” Such is the education of youth where 
the Se& predominates. 
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•nna, was one; and the other was Meh alovich, an ex* 
capuchin of Croatia, whom Jofeph II. had imprudent!/ 
taken from the cloifters, and had given him a living in 
Hungary, in recompenc# for the difpofitions he had fhown 
to fecond the Emperor in his pretended reforms in the 
church. A number of other ade pts had joined thefe two 
confpirators, among whom we may diftinguifh the Cap- 
tain Billeck) mathematical profeffor at the Academy of 
Neuftadt, the Lieutenant Riedel , the profeffor of philo- 
fophy Branjlater> the ftupid, but rich merchant, Hackely 
and finally fVolJlcin y one of thofe adepts whom the S e<£t 
had contrived to fend on a revolutionary miflion through- 
out Europe at the Emperor's expenfe, under pretence of 
acquiring knowledge in the veterinary art, of which he 
has fince been created pKofeffor. 

TThe reader may judge of the number and importance 
of the confpirators by the plan that was agreed upon in 
1795. Thro' their influence at court, they found means 
ot forming a garrifon in Vienna of fubftantial and honeft 
citizens little accuftomed to bear arms. They had feledt- 
cd them from this clafs, and had got an order to compel 
them into this fort of duty, under pretence of the immi- 
nent danger of the State. Always pretending that they 
had the orders of the Emperor, they treated thefe new- 
raifed corps with unheard of feverity, in hopes of indis- 
pofing them againft the court by the time that their re- 
volutionary plots fhould be ready for execution. The po- 
pulace was in their hands, and daily became more attach- 
ed to their caufe, in confequence of their being excluded 
from the new-raifed corps, and by making them partake 
of the large fums diftributed among a banditti who were 
to be put in poiieflion of the arfenal on the day of infur- 
re&ion. On that day the infurredtion was to he general, 
during which Hebenjlreit , followed by a banditti, was to 
fee u re tha perfon of the Emperor; other detachments of 
the banditti were to take pofleflSon of the arfenal, and poft 
themfelves on the ramparts. The perfon of the Emperor 
being in their hands, the confpirators were to oblige him 
to lign the Code of the Rights of Man\ that is to (ay, 
certain edidts ready prepared, by which the rights of all 
nobility and great proprietors were to be annulled; all 
were to be declared equal and free; and the fovereignty 
of the people proclaimed, Thefe edicts were to be fent 
into the Provinces in the name of the Emperor, juit as if 
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he had enjoyed his liberty. Every outward appearance of 
refpelt for his perfon was to be preferved; in (hort, he* 
was to have been treated juft as the gaoler La Fayette had 
treated the unfortunate Lewis XVl. It is not known, 
whether the Aqua T t ophana was to be adminiftered in fuch 
a dofe as to i/7/, or to Jlupify\ it even appears, that the 
young prince was to be kept as a hoftage; but in all cas- 
es, he was only to be reftored to his freedom after the peo- 
ple had been well accuftomed to the new reign of Equa- 
lity and Liberty, and had acquired poffeflion of the eftates 
of the Nobility in fuch a manner that all reftitution of pro- 
perty, or revival of the ancient conftitution, would be ren- 
dered impofiible. All the preparatory fteps had been tak- 
en ; the Catechifms of the Rights of Man, and the mod 
incendiary performances, had been profufely difperted in 
the villages and cottages. Female adepts in the ftyle of 
the adepts Necker and Stael made their appearance. The 
Countefs of Marchowich diftinguifhsd herfelf by the zeal 
file fhowed in diftributing the new Catecbifm. The fa- 
tal day was drawing near, when a moft fingular ciicum- 
ftance led to the difcovery of the whole plot. 

While the ex-capuchin Mehalovich was out one day, 
a domeftic playing with one of his fellow-fcrvants, took 
into his head to put on the capuchin habit which his mas- 
ter had preserved among his cloaths, when all on a fud- 
den Mehalovich knocked at the houfe-door. The fer- 
vant, who did not underftand the nature of the habit, 
could not get it off again, fo fent his comrade to open the 
door, and hid himfclf under the bed. Mehalovich came 
in with Hebenjlreit and Hackd\ they thought themfelves 
fecure; the lervant overheard their whole converfation ; 
it related entirely to the confpiracy that was to break out 
in three days. Hebenftreit renewed the confpirator’s oath, 
on his fword. Mehalovich took five hundred thoufand flo- 
rins, which were hidden in a harpfichord, and gave them 
to him for the execution of the plani and no fooner did 
they leave the room, than the fervant got from under the 
bed, and difeovered the whole plot to the Minifters of the 
State. 

The councils were immediately called in Confcquence 
of fo important a difeovery, and the chief confpirators were 
arrefted on the day preceding the intended explofion.— 
Hebenftreit was hanged at V lenna ; Mehalovich, with fe- 
ven Hungarian gentlemen, his accomplices were behead* 
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ed atPrefburg; and many others were condemned to ex* 
ile, or to perpetual imprifonment. 

The King of Pruffia had fimilar confpiracies to guard Iq Prt|Ea. 
againft at Berlin. The papers of £rv<r//*r-Leuchfering, 
which had been feized, had already warned William III. 
of the confpiracy that was brewing in the Lodges; but 
in the month of November, 1791, a new plot was con* 
triving. The fignal agreed upon for the general infurrec- 
tion was, the fetting fire to two huufes in different quar- 
ters of the town. T}n the day appointed the two houfcs 
were really fet on fire. The brethren expe&ed that the 
troops in garrifon would be immediately fent, as was cus- 
tomary, to extinguifh the flames and keep order. While 
abfent from their pofts the rebels were to fcize on them, 
and let their banditti loofe. Happily the Governor Ge-r 
Jieral Mollendorff had been informed of the plot. He 
commanded the troops to remain at their pofts; the con- 
spirators, finding their plans had been difcovered, did no; 
dare to fbow themfelves. The incendiaries were arreftcd, 
the plot failed, and William III. preferved his Crown. 

Having acquired certain knowledge of the views of the 
confpirators, and of their connexion with the French Ja- 
cpbins, this Prince, as every reader would fuppofe, ought 
to have (hewn more conftancv in the caufe of Royalty 
againft Jacobinifm. Court jealoufies, and differing inte- 
refts, that perpetually keep the cabinets of Vienna and 
Berlin at variance, may have led him to agree to a paci- 
fication with the fworn enemies of every power; but, on the 
other hand, it is difficult to account for the great fway which 
thofe very men muft have had in his decifions, whofe dis- 
organizing principles he fo much detefted. The reader 
has feeq the adepts of the modern Spartacus concealing 
themfelves in the Lodges of Mafonry; he has obferved 
Philo- Kni^ge promifing difcoveries that would give the 
Se<ft fovereign fway over credulous minds. Unfortunate- 
ly for Frederic William III. he had become a member of 
one of thofe Lodges which the Illuminees, under the cloak 
of Roflcrucians, had converted into one of their theatres 
of impofture; and the following is an account given me 
by a learned PrQteftant Minifter, who had had frequent 
converfations with his Pruffian Majefty on the fubjed of 
Freemafonry. He informs me, that to diveft his Majefty 
of any refpedt he might have for the Scripture, thefe Ro- 
ficrucians fucceeded in making him believe that the Bible 

ft r 
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and Gofpel of the Chriftians were deficient; dial a izf 
fuperior do<ftrine was to be found in the /acred hooks of 
Enoch and oj Seth, fuppofed to be loft, but which they 
pretended to have exclufively in their pofleffion. Had it 
been poflible to undeceive the king, the deoionftrations 
adduced by our learned correspondent muft have donefo, 
fince he invited his Majefty to read thofe pretended books 
of Eiwch and Set h, or thofe apocryphal rhapfodies which 
thefe impoftors offered to him as fo precious, fo fecret, and 
fo rare, but which had long fince been printed in Fabric 
cius’s Collection . His Majefty feemed to be convinced of 
the impofture of thefe empirical myftifiers; but curiofity 
is weak, and the Roficrucians regain their afcendency un- 
der the pretence of apparitions. So notorious was the cre- 
dulity of the Pruffian Monarch on this fcore, that in 1792, 
at the fair of Leipfic, were fold waiftcoats called the Ber~ 
tin Je/us waiftcoats ( Berlinifche Jefus we/ten), in me- 
mory of the brethren having on a Tiidden announced the 
apparition of Chrift; and the King afking how he was 
d re lied, they anfwered, in a JcarUt waiftcoat, with black 
facings , and golden treJJ'cs. If I am to credit what I have 
learnt through the fame channel, William II I. defer ved to 
be impofed upon in fo humiliating a manner; for the great 
influence thefe impoftors had acquired over his mind, not 
only proceeding from their magic arts, but from their flat- 
tering his paflions and propeniity for the fair fcx. They 
carried their impudence fo far, as to tell him, that Chrift 
had granted him permi/Jion to have twelve wive* at once* 

• The moft famous ot his miftreffes was a Madame de 
Reiz, afterwards created Countefs of Lichtenau. Had 
the matters that appeared on her trial been made public, 
feme light might have been thrown on her foppofed un- 
demanding with the French Jacobins, from whom fheis 
faid to have received rich prefents,and with Bifchofswer - 
der , who is now occupied, as we are told, in very differ- 
ent proje&s. We might then have learned how to recon- 
cile that real hatred which William had conceived for the 


Jacobins, and the perfonal courage he has fhown in com- 
bating them, with the peace he made precifely at the time 
when his armies could moft efficacioufty have co-operat- 
ed for their deftru&ion. But his fucceffor has thought pro- 
p's )?*** to commit to the flames the minutes of this trial, fey- 
V*«g> that he would not read them, left perfons, who might 
fj/hll he ufejul to him, ftiould be implicated in thefe iq- 
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trigues. Some princes might have thought ft prudent to 
read them, that they might learn who were the perfons 
that could (till do them much miichief. Without pretend* 
in? to comment on the deftroying of this monument of 
hiltory, we are happy to fay that William IV. has inhe- 
rited from his predeceffor all his hatred for the Se&, wither 
cut any of his weakneffes. The Freemafons of Berlin 
went fo far as to alk to have their Lodges confirmed by 
letters patent ; but the King difmifled them, faying, that 
in (bowing fuch a marked favor to them, he would be 
wanting in his duty to his other fubje&s, and that they 
wouid find prote&ion as long as they did not trouble the 
public peace. The Mafons, we may be lure, in return, 

promifed to be moft faithful fubje&s to his Majefty. 

They made limilar promifes during the reign of the late 
dicing ; yet I have feen very honeft Mafons in London who 
were much alarmed at the language they heard in the 
Pruifian Lodges, and that but a (bort time before the 
death of William III. By their account the language of 
the Mafons was as frantic to the full as that of the Paris 
Jacobins: a When (ball we be delivered from the tyranti 
ic When (ball we follow the example of our brethren at 
u Paris ? Is it not high time for us to (bow ourfcl ves wor- 
c< thy of Equality, and Liberty, and true Mafons ?” Such 
exprefitons, with many others far more offenfive to die 
dignity and perfon of the king, were not in the mouths of 
fome few brethren only* but whole Lodges were feized 
with the phrenxy, which raged moft violently among the 
adepts who were conneSed with the French. Nor is it a 
trivial circumftance, or to be overlooked, that has ta- 
ken place in the Lodge of Berlin calling itfelf The Roy- 
ill York .— -Public fame has informed the world, that this 
Lodge has eftabliihed within itfelf a Dirt&ory, a Se- 
nate of Ancients , and a Senate oj Youngers, modelled on 
the actual Government of France . How far this revolu- 
tion in the Lodge is to contribute towards, or denote the 
impatience with which the members thirft after the uni- 
verfal revolution which the Pentarques are endeavoring to 
operate, I (hall not pretend to afeertain; but this much I 
can positively after t, that the auxiliaries of the Paris bro- 
therhood are not confined to the Lodges. They have their 
brethren, fent from Paris, in the Pruifian armies. On the 
one hand, thefe foldiers are paid by his Pruffian Majefty 
to maintain his throne \ on the other, they are paid by the 
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Pentarques to corrupt the Pruffian regiments, and teach 
them to revolt againft the throne. The generofity of the 
Jacobins is fo great, that the wives of thefe difguifed apos- 
tles are penfioned in France. Every one knows, that the 
arch- confpira tor Syeyes is gone to Berlin in a diplomatic 
chara&er. Should his miffion be ever accomplilhed, theii 
will the hiftorian have to explain conquefts fimilar to thofe 
of Italy. Germany would certainly have long fince fallen 
a prey to illuminifm had the plots formed met with fuc- 
ccfs. 

Tired of fuch partial treafons, that only threw a fingle 
town or a province into the hands of the enemy, the fe- 
nate of the adepts, at that time holding its fittings at Vi- 
enna, had, as early as 1793, either digefted a plan them- 
felves, or received one, in thirty articles, that was to re- 
volutionize the whole empire at the fame inftant. — Let- 
ters, poft-paid as far as /Egra, were already difpatched for 
Gotha, Weimar, Drefdm, and a hundred fuch town% 
fixing the day of general infurreflion for the firft of No- 
vember, inviting brethren and citizens to arm on that 
great day, though it were only with knives ; to aflemble 
in the fquares of the towns, or in the fields without; to 
form into centuries, and to eleCt chiefs; to feize on the 
public revenue , on the arfenal !f, on the powder magazine Sj 
and on the members of government . In compliance with 
the fame plan, a National AJfembly was to rear its head 
in fome town of the empire on the fame day> and the breth- 
ren in infurre&ion were to fend their deputies to it. Thefe 
letters were fent during the month of O&obcr; and hap- 
pily for the ft ate, a fufficient quantity of them were feiz- 
cd to counteract the effects of the confpiracy. The Stft 
confoled itfelf ip the idea that ten years would not elapfe} 
as Mauvillon had declared, before all Germany would be 
revolutionized. The adepts, indeed* are fo very nume- 
rous, that it is almoft incredible that the revolution has not 
already takdn place; and the only way of accounting for 
it, is by conflicting the inert difpoiition of the people, 
who cannot be eafily thrown into that ftrong effervefcence 
neceflary for an explofion. 

The letters from that country complain bitterly of the 
progrefs of Illuminifm. To give my reader the means of 
judging how it comes to pals, that princes, who are the 
beft acquainted with the views of the Se<ft, continue to 
tolerate them, I will tranferibe the following paffages from 
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the memorials which I have received from Germany, and 
Which have been confirmed by fcveral well-informed per- 
fons: 44 One of the Sovereigns of Germany, who has the 
44 mod wit, the Duke of Brunfwick, has fuffered, under 
44 the aufpices of Campe , Mauvillon , and Trappy three 
44 famous Illuminees, both his capital and his ftates to be- 
44 come the public fchool of irreligion and Jacobinifm.— 
44 This might lead us to believe, that the prince was hint- 
44 fclf tainted with thofe principles, but it would be ca- 
44 lumny to fuppofe it, for he only tolerates thefe rafeals 
44 that he may not fell a vi&im to their plots. Suppoftng l 
44 was to fend them away y faid he, they would only go elfe- 
44 where and calumniate me. A league ought to be enter* 
44 ed into by the German princes , to fuffer them in no past 
44 of the empire ” 

Meanwhile, till {uch a league is agreed upon, there are 
other governments, in that country, that permit thelaft 
myfteries of Uluminifm to be taught publicly. 44 At Jena, 
44 in Saxony, for example, a proteiTor is permitted to teach 
44 publicly, that governments are contrary to the laws of 
44 reafon and of humanity ; and, confequently, that, in 
44 twenty, fifty, or a hundred years time, not a govern- 
44 ment will exilt.”* 

To goftill farther; few of the German princes will 
permit writers to combat either the Sect or its doctrines. 
A fociety of men of unblemifhed principles, (if we may 
judge by their publication, the Eudemonia y right genius) 
Jiad confecratcd their labors in that journal to the un- 
tnafking of the intrigues, cunning, and principles, of the 
Illuminees. Not a fingle prince encourages this publica- 
tion; feveral have proicribed it in their (late, while the 
mod jacobinical publications are allowed a free circula- 
tion. The Eudemonia has juft been forbidden in the A us-* 
trian States, under the fpecious pretext, that its objedt and 
views are good, but that it makes principles known that 
are not fufficiently refuted. As a proof, however, that 
they were much better refuted than the Illuminees could 
wilh, we need only obferve, that the Gazette Litteraire 
of Gotha , the leading paper of the Se&, announced the 
prohibition before it was even known at Vienna.— The 
reader will be lefs furprized at the artfulnefs of the pre- 
text, when he learns, that two of the cenfors y who are to 

* Memoirs on Jacobinifm in Germany. Anno 1 794* 
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f ronounce on die literary produ&ions, are the well-known 
Uuminees Sonnenfels and Ritzer , who, had it been for 4 
journal of another ftamp,*would have reclaimed the li- 
berty of the prefe in its favor. 

We mud now turn our attention to a new fpecies of 
Jacobins who are making an amazing progrefs in Ger- 
many. Thefe are the difciples of a Do&or Ka»t, who* 
fifing from darknefs, and from the chaos of his Catego* 
ries, proceeds to reveal the myfteries of his Cofinopoli. 
tifm. According to this fyftem, — I. It is melaneMy to 
be obliged to feck, in the hopes of another worlds for the 
end and deftiny of the human fpecies.— -IL It is not of 
• man, conduced by reafon, as it is of brutes led by inftind. 
The former has each for his end the developement of aU 
his faculties; while, in the latter, the end is accompiifo- 
cd in each individual brute. Among men, on the contra- 
ry, the end is for the fpecies, and not for the individual t 
for the life of man is too fbort to attain the perfc&ionand 
the complete developement of his faculties. In the daft 
of man, all the individuals pafs and pert fh \ the fpecies a * 
km furvives, and is alone immortal. — III. With refpe& 
to man again, the end of the fpecies cannot be accom- 
plifhed; that is to fay, his faculties Can only be entirely 
developed in the mofl perfeSl fate of fociety.—W . That 
perfect Hate of fociety would be a general confederacy of 
the inhabitants of the earth, fo united together, that dis- 
tentions, jealoufies, ambition, or wars, would never be 
heard of — V, Thouiands and thoufands of years may c- 
lapic before this happy period of perpetual peace may 
come; but, 44 whatever may be the idea conceived of the 
44 free exercife of our will, it is neverthelefs certain, that 
44 the apparent refultof that volition, the actions of man+ 
44 are y as well as all the other fafts of nature , determined 
u hy general laws” — This nature proceeds with a flow 
but certain ftep toward its object. V ices, virtues, fciences, 
the diflentions of mankind, are in her hands, but the fure 
and infallible means by *hich (he leads the human fpecies 
from generation to generation to the moil perfodl ftate of 
civilization.— Sooner or later the epoch of the general 
confederation, of univerial peace, mull come; neverthe- 
lefs, even at that period, the human fpecies will have pro • 
c ceded but half way towards its perfection** — I know 

* Plan of a General Hiftory in a Cofmopolitical View, by 
Kant. See The Spedlateur da Nerd, April 1798. 
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Hot whether this do&rineer Kant will inform us in what 
the other half of the way toward perfe&ion confifts ; but, 
in the meantime, his # difciple$ who are daily increafing, 
tell us, u that Europe mull neceflarily diffolve itfelf into 
44 as many republics as there are now monarchies; and 
44 then only will the human fpecies (how itfelf in all its 
44 ftrength and grandeur; then people incapable of go- 
44 verning will no longer be feen at the head of nations; 
44 they will then rife to that high Jlate of perfection at 
44 prefent attained by the French nation , where birth is 
44 nothing , but genius and talents every thing”* Other 
adepts, however, perfectly underftand what is alluded to 
by the other half way toward perfe&ion; and thefe ac- 
knowledge man only to be in a ftate of perfection when 
he recognizes no other matter but himfelf, no other law* 
but his reafon. In ibort, it is man according to the pro- 
feffor of Jena , it is the Magnus of Weifhaupt or of Ba- 
bceuf.f 

Notwithftanding the different methods of proceeding, 
it is eafy to fee that the fyttem of Kant , at prefent Pro- 
feffor at Konigfbergy ultimately leads to the feme end as 
that of IVeiJhaupty heretofore Profeffor at Ingolfladt - 
The feme hatred for revelation is to be found in both, as 
well as the feme fpirit of impiety, which cannot brook 
the idea of a world to come, where all delufion mutt ceafe 
in the prefence of the Creator, and where the end of man ’ 
and of the human fpecies will be proclaimed at the tri- 

* Memoirs of the State of Jacohinifin in Germany. 

f I was not put to the trouble of reading Doflor Kant’s works 
in German. Mr. Nitfcb has publifhed a fort of analyfis of them 
in Englifh. Thofe who might tremble at the idea of bewilder- 
ing themfelvcs in his chaos of Categories may read the account 
given them in the Britifh Critic, Auguft 1796; and the reader 
may eafily judge of the abfurdity of the arguments which the 
Pmifian Doctor heaps up agaiofLthe very poffibility of revela- 
tion. ADoftor WiUieh has lately thown himfelf a rival of NiUcti 
in proclaiming the glorious feats of this profeffor of darknefs. 
I have perufed the analyfis that Dr. Willich has given us, and 
the praifes bellowed on the project of a perpetual peace. I cou d 
not understand why he would only give the title of the work 
that relates chiefly to that point, I mean of that very treatife 
whence Do&or Kant's principles on Cofmopolitifm have been 
extracted. Was the dilciple afraid that it would have expofed 
the do&rioes of his matter too much, and opened the eyes of 
the Englifh reader on this plan of perpetual peace » and 00 the 
drift of his whole fyftem of Cofmopolitifm i 


Digitized by S 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY; 


bunal of a remunerating and avenging God. Kant 2nd 
Weifi.aupt , with fimilar pretenfions to fuperior genius, 
are equally baffled in their attempts^ falling into the mod 
voluntarily abfurd propofitions, that leave the prefcnt ge- 
neration no other confolation in its affti&ions, than die 
empty dream of the imaginary happinefs of thofe future 
Cofmopolites, who, in thoufands and thoufands of years, 
are, as we arc told, to inhabit this earth. In both we may 
obferve that fame hypocrifv pretending to great fenfibility 
and virtue; pretending not to know, that every individual 
who fhall be perfuaded that he is not born for any fixed 
or perfonal end, will foon lhape his condu& according to 
his views or to his pleafurcs, and will little regard the fu- 
ture Cofmopolites, their univerfal peace, or the happineis 
that is to be fpread over the earth twenty or thirty ages 
after his death. The fame inept fatal ifm is taught by them 
both, wifhing to reprefent nature as acting exactly as it 
pleafes, in fpite of our volition, and prevailing over our 
paffions by its general laws\ and neverthelefs reprefent 
mankind as flow in feconding the grand obje<3 of Na- 
ture, juft as we were free to accelerate or to retard its 
views by our a&ions. The only difference that can be 
perceived between thefe two prototypes of German Ja- 
cobinifm, is, that the one at Konigfberg envelopes his 
views in a pacific cant; while the other, in his myftcries, 
animates and infuriates his Epopts, teaching that the day 
is not far diffant when the adepts are to refort to force, in 
order to crufh and ftifle every thing thatfhould dare to 
refiff them. But notwitbftanding the pacific cant of the 
former, his do&rines alfo make his hearers thjrft after that 
great day when the children of Equality and Liberty are 
to reign. His colleagues in the univeriities do not teach 
his principles with his coolnefs ; the difeipjes become vio- 
lent; the Jacobins fmile; apd as the fyftem fpreads, the 
offspring of both thefe teachers unite and form alliances in 
their tenebrous abodes. Under pretence of this perpetual 
peace that is to be enjoyed by future generations, they 
have begun by declaring a war of cannibals againft the 
whole univerfe; nor is there to be found fcarcely one of 
their offspring, that is not ready to betray his country, his 
laws, and his fellow-citizens, to ere& that Cofmopolitan 
Empire announced by the Profeflbr Kant, or to enthrone 
tfie Man-king of the modern Spartacus . 

Such is the ftau of the Se& in Germany: It fways the 
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Clubs, the Lodges, the Literary Societies, the Dicajleres , 
or Offices of Government, and even Princes. It ap- 
pears under variegated forms and names; but, however 
thefe may differ, it ^eipetually keeps that unhappy coun- 
try in a ftafe of crifis. Every throne is undermined by a 
volcano that menaces explofion whenever a favorable mo- 
ment (hall offer. 

Why will not truth permit me to declare, that the con- In 
fpiring Sefl has refpeCted that nation which, content with England# 
the wifdom, and living happy under the (hield of its laws, 

Uiuft naturally have been adverfe to, and conftant in rer 
pelling the diforganizing plots and baneful myfteries of 
Illuminifm f But have we not feen that Minifter of Pet- 
kam, Rontgen, fent to London under the protection of 
a great Prince ? Nor is he the only apoftle of Weifhaupt 
ih it has croffed the feas in hopes of illuniinizing England* 

The very name of Xaverius Zwack in thefe Memoirs re- 
called Jo the minds of many perfons the (lay which tha$ 
famous adept of Illuminifm made during a whole year at 
Oxford, juft after his flight from Bavaria. The exa&nefs 
of his defcription, taken from the Original Writings, left 
not the lead fbadow of doubt as to the perfon of the Cato 
of llluminrfm, This has made people undcrftand the real 
motives that induced this adept to make that famous town 
his habitation, though he pretended to have been attract- 
ed thither by the fame of its fcience, Neither the place npr 
the times, however, were propitious to his million, nor to 
principles that entailed upon him the juft contempt of the 
doCtors. Mr. Hornfby, who had entrufted him with fome 
difeoveries in aftronomy, will now underftand how this 
adept could barefacedly publilh them in Germany as the 
offspring of his own genius. This will alfo explain why 
the Cato of Illuminifm, who was defpifed at the univerfi- 
fy, and nearly expelled, never returned, though he only 
pretended a ihort ab fence to the Continent. Other apos- 
tles have fucceeded him in his million; and, in gratitude 
for the afylum which this nation has granted us, I mult 
declare, that the miffionaries of Weilhaupt have not been 
foiled in all their attempts. 

When Mr. Robifon publifhed his affertion that cer 7 
tain Mafonic Lodges had been tainted by the illuminizing 
brotherhood, patriptifm naturally exclaiqaed that it was 
jmpoffibfc. Men who have inftituted themfelves into a 
fort of tribunal of public opinion called upon this refpec- 

S s 
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table writer to produce his proofs. I know not what the 
anfwer of Mr. Robifon was* all I know is, that he might 
have replied > w When perions who are entitled to ques- 
tion me (hall do fo, I will anfwer.” — To thofe who may 
\vi(h to quell ion me, I will fay, that there are circum- 
fiances which may forbid me to anfwer; it is fufficient 
that thofe who watch for the fafety of the nation (hould 
be informed of them, that they may take precautions to 
counteract the Se£l; befides, are there not many hiftori- 
cal truths, that cannot be proved in a court ofjuftice? 

I make thefe obfervations with the more alfurance, as 
Government mod certainly have the competent proofs in 
their hands, which their wifdom, neverthelefs > has kept 
fecrct. — I make them, becaufe Mr. Robifon has fpoken 
with fufHcient clearnefs, in his Appendix, and in his Notes, 
to fliow that he was but too well informed when hefj>oke 
of the intrufton of Illuminifm into certain Englifh and 
. Scotch Lodges, withouf being obliged to particularize the 
Lodges. But he certainly aCled prudently in not expos- 
ing himfelf to the fate of the celebrated Zimmerman, who, 
as aii the world knows, fell, in ftmilar circumftances, a 
victim to the Illuminec P/Wfl-Knigge; not becaufe he 
had accufed him unjuftly, but that legal evidence was 
wanting to prove that Philo and Knigge were names ap- 
plicable to the fame perfon; a fa<2 now fo clear both by 
his own works and thofe of the adepts. They who have 
thus attempted to brand Mr. Robifon with the name of 
calumniator, would have done well to reflefl on the ma- 
ny means employed by the Sedt to influence fuch a judg- 
ment; that it is a {landing law of the Se&, that where 
an author of merit cannot he gained over> he is to he dis- 
credited by every means poJfble\ and moft certainly be 
has a glorious title to the hatred of the Se£L I willingly 
confefs, that it would have given me great pleafure, had 
it been confonant with prudence, that Mr. Robifon had 
publifhed all his proofs, as I am perfuaded that many of 
thofe perfons who have been fo hafty and intemp, rate in 
their judgments, would have voted him thanks ferthefer- 
vjee he has rendered to his country, actuated, as I fuppofe 
them to be, with the fame zeal for its happinefs, but not 
equally informed as to the dangers with which it is me- 
naced. 

Noth with (landing the variance that is to be found be- 
tween that refpecLble author and myfelf in fome articles, 
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{particularly on the Catholic religion,* and on the Jefu- 
its, whom be might have reprefented in different colours* 

* I do not here pretend to refute the religions prejudices of 
-certain writers againft the Catholics : But what has the French 
Revolution to do with confeffioo, with monaftic vows, with 
indulgencies, or the jurifdi&ton purely fpiritual of the Pope, 
and articles of futh a nature ? The proof that thefe objects 
were far from contributing to the Revolution is, that the Ja- 
•cobrns fpare no pains to dcitroy them. — In a book combating 
the Jacobins, what can induce a writer to vent his fpleen a* 
.gain ft the fteoeis of a Catholic? I might fay to many writers 
who have been guilty of this moft extraordinary imprudence« 
Begin* at lealt, gentlemen, by making yourfelves acquainted 
With our tenets and then fee whether we are able to defend 
them To others I would fay, For God’s fake let us expofe our 
^belief ourfelves, let us fay what we do and what we do not be- 
lieve. 1 he defeuct you may with the beft intentions fet up for 
us, may be more hurtful than beneficial toourcaufe. Mr. Ro- 
bifon, no doubt, thought that he was fpeaking in favor of the 
church of France, when he laid, that that church had long 
fince eftablithed its independence of the Court of Rome. If by 
the Court of Rome he means the temporal dominion of the 
Pope, the French had do great trouble in eftablifhing fucb an 
independence, as it never recognized any fuch dominion ; if he 
means the purely fpirirual jurifcti&ioa of the Pope, neither our 
■Catholic Bifhops, Clergy, nor Laity, ever wifhed to throw it 
off. They all continue to beHeve what they always have be- 
lieved, that the Pope, as fucceffor of St. Peter, has the juris- 
diction as hrft pallor over the Church of France, as he has o - 
ver all others. Every one knows, that this jurifdidion of the fo- 
vereign Pontiff is held in our faith as an effential point of the 
hierarchy eilablifhed by Chrift; but every one alfo knows, that 
-thejurildi&ion of the Pope, as weH as that of all Bifhops, is 
not of this world ; that it 4pes not militate in any way with 
the duties we own to our fovereigns ; that it can never abfolve 
u; from the fidelity and fubmiffion which we owe to the laws 
of the State I. therefore, here proteft againft all thole who 
may choofe to interpret the efteem I have declared to entertain 
•for Mr. Robiibn’s work as alluding to thofe parts of it that are 
abfolutely contrary to my faith. On this occafion alfo I beg to 
obferve, that in the cafe of the prefent Revolution both Pro- 
teflants and Catholics fhpuld unite, and lay afide their preju- 
dices auainft each other, to combat the impie»y of the Jaco- 
bins, as theiraim is to annihilate the religions of both. Belidc, 
what party has a right to boaft, when the revolution is conlid- 
cred; Spdrtacwj-Weifliaupt and Cato 7 , wack were two apos- 
tate Catholics — /Yv'/d-Knigge and Lucian - Nicolai two apos- 
tate Proteftants — Thomas Paine an apollate Anglican- In 
France, the Catholic citizens of Paris, the Proteftant citizens 
Df Nifmes ; in Ireland, large portions of a Catholic populace 
•rganized into a revolutionary atnry under Proteftant chiefs. 
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h£d he had, a* we have, the whole hiftory of their pretemifc 
ed Mafonry before him, a mere fi&ion of the IHuminees 
to dupe the Mafons, and avert the attention of the public 
from the true confpirators); notwithftanding this varU 
ance, I (hall never hefitate to acknowledge, that he is en* 
titled to the thanks of his fellow-countrymen for having 
denounced a confpiracy that threatens this, as much as ft 
does any other nation; I (hall always bear willing tefti- 
niony to the juftice of his caufe, to the ardor of his zeal* 
and to the uprightnefs of his intentions. Meanwhile, tiU 
he may judge it proper to publifh his proofs on the lllu* 
mini fin of certain Englifh Mafonic Lodges, I (hall men- 
tion a few circumftances that have come to my know* 
ledge. 

To my certain knowledge; there are two men in Eng* 
land Who have been tampered with by the Apoftles of II- 
luminifm. One of thefe, who belongs to the Navy* ftill 
preforves that honeft indignation which muft naturally 
anfe in an upright heart at f eing icfelt fo atrocioufly du- 
ped by an Infinuator* who, under pretence of initiating 
him into the fecrets of Mafonry* was plunging him head 
foremoft into Illuminifmi The other, a man of great 
merit* who might have known more had he not difcover* 
ed his real fentiments; but his letters bear teftimony of 
the following particulars i 

Of thofe books which (how the multitude of Uluminl- 
zed Lodges, there is one bearing the titfe of Paragrafin% 
and it is often put into the hands of certain candidates by 
the Infinuators. In this produ&ion we may fee the tra* 
veiling adept Zimmerman boaftirtg of having illu mi niZed 
Lodges in England, juft as he had dorte in Italy and Hun- 
gary. In fome of thefe Lodges jhe tenets of Uluminiftn 
were well received ; but of five that have come to my cor* 
refpondent’s knowledge, two foon abandoned the myfte* 

In Germany, the llluminees take theft origin In a Catholic 
Univeifity, and all the Lutheran t/niverfities ate full of Illu- 
minizing Profeflors. Such confederations as thefe fbould cer- 
tainly put an end to reproach on either fide. I muft confefs» 
that the Lutherans and Calvinifts with whoitt I correfpond in 
Germany are much more candid; they fpare neither fide, and 
are the firft to point out thofe of their own perfuafion who are 
tainted with Illuminifm. They behold the Jacobins as enemies 
to every religion; and when Jacobinifm is in queftion , they 
wifely confefs the necelKty of unitihg all parlies to cruih the 
hydra. 
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tics of the modern Sparta tus % the other three are not 
known to have reje&ed them* 

Another apoftle foon fucceeded to Zimmerman ; this 
Was a Do&or Ibiktn> an aflumed name, perhaps, as it was 
cuftomary with the travelling adepts to change their 
names according to circumftances. Whatever may have 
been the cafe, this lbiken % an cmiflary of the Eccle&iC 
Lodges of Illumiqifm, began by uniting with fome Qua- 
kers. He was afterwards received into Certain Lodges* 
and introduced fome of the preparatory degrees. He even 
fucceeded in completely illuminizing fome of the duped 
brethren. He alfo boafted of his fucceffes in Ireland and 
England^ He would foretel to his Englifh pupils, that a 
great revolution was about to be operated in the pitiful 
and miferable Mafonry of their country. Thofe to whom 
this language was perfe&ly unintelligible at the time, have 
told me, that they have perfedtly underftood his meaning 
fince they have perufed my publication. They have loft 
fight of the Do&or, which was the natural confequence 
. of his being admonifhed to depart with his myftenes by 
thofe who watch over the public fafety. 

Another emiflary foon alter appeared, and coming from 
America under the name of Reginhard^ declared him- 
felf an Alfacian, and formerly an Almoner in the French 
navy. He expe<3ed to be well received by certain En- 
gl ilh Lodges in correfpondence with thofe he had juft 
left at Bofton, and which, according to his account, had 
made a furprizi ng prog refs fince they had fraternized with 
the brethren that had gone from France to America.—* 
This Reginhard did not appear fo zealous as the other 
apoftlesj he even fignified his difguft with a million that 
fo little became his ftation of file. It was through him 
more particularly that my correfpondent became acquaint- 
ed with the cxiftence of Uluminifm on the banks of the 
Thames. 

This is certainly enough to prove, that the IUuminU 
eation of England was not negledied by the confpiring 
brethren. I will lay more, that notwithftanding the hon- 
orable exception 1 have made in favor of the Englilh 
Lodges, i am no longer furprized to hear of llluminifm 
being well received by certain Lodges. And here I think 
it necelTary to repeat, that when I made the exception, I 
only meant to fpeak of what is called the National Ma~ 
fonry y rtjlrifitd to the firjl thru Degrttt . 1 fiiould have 
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been more circumfpe& in my exception, had I known of 
a pamphlet, entitled, Freemasonry: a Word to tht 
Wife. Here, in vindication of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, I fee the moft violent complaints preferred again ft 
the introduction of a variety of degrees, of which, in a po- 
litical point of view, it is certainly the duty of a well-or- 
dered government to reprefs the vice and immorality ; die 
impiety of the Roficrocians is particularly complained of 
(page 9); and I think that in the courfe of thefe Me- 
moirs 1 have pretty clearly proved, that from the pro- 
found Roficrucian to the myfteries of Weilhaupt there 
is but a (hort ftep. 

There is aifo extant another work, printed fifty years 
•go, On the Origin and DoCfrine of Freemafons. This 
work would have been of the greateft ufe to me had it 
fallen into my hands a little fooner. Let me no longer be 
accufed of having been the firft to reveal, that an impious 
and ditorganizing Equality and Liberty were the grand 
ft cret of the Occult Lodges. The author of this work 
was as pofitive in this affertion as myfelf, and at that time 
clearly demonftrated it, by following, ftep by ftep, the 
Scotch degrees of Mafonry as they exifted in thofe days. 
Time may have changed certain forms; but all the nu- 
merous degrees ftyled philofophical have not been able to 
•i d an iota to the fyftems at that time followed in the 
Lodges of tKfc Scoteh Architects* That fpeciesof Mafons 
is as bad as the Illuminees. It can fcarcely be conceived 
with what art they proceed. As they are ftill extant in 
Great Britain, it is not too late to point the attention of 
the ruling powers toward them. Let us proceed at once 
to their laft myfteries. 

4t When a candidate prefents himfelf to be received a 
* Scotch Architect, the tyler a(ks him, whether he has a 
<c vocation for Liberty , Equality , Obedience , Courage , and 
cc Conjlancy” When the candidate has anfwered lies, be 
is introduced into the interior of the Lodge. Here it is 
no longer the representation of the Temple of Solomon, 
but of five animals, the Fox, the Monkey, the Lion, the 
Pelican, and the Dove . The Signs, and the word Ado- 
nai, being given to the candidate, the orator begins an 
enigmatical difcourfc, of which the following is a part: 
u Graftinefs, Dijjimulation, Courage, Love , Swettnejs ; 

Cunning, imitation, fury, piety, tranquillity; mifehieti 
<( miniickry, cruelty, goodnefs, and friemUhip, are all one 
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« and the fame thing, and are generated in the fame thing. 

44 They feduce, infpire joy, give rife to forrow, procure 
44 advantage and fcrene days. They are five in number, 

44 and ftill they are but one. Soon— foon — foon— by him 
44 that was, is now, and ever (hall be, See. Sic.” 

44 The remainder of the difeourfe (fays my author) is 
44 in the fame (train. However obfeure thefe things may 
44 appear, they are neverthelefs clear as day, if attention 
44 be paid to the figures that denote the chara&er of Free*. 

44 mafons. The crajtinefs of the Fox denotes the art with 
44 which the Order hides its object. The imitation of the 
44 Monkey typifies that fupplenefs of mind, that addrtis 
44 with which the Mafons can accommodate themfelves 
44 to the various talents and taftes of the candidates. The 
44 Lion denotes the ftrength and courage of thofe who 
44 compofe the fociety. The Pelican is the emblem of 
44 the tendernefs that reigns among the brethren. The 
44 peaceable demeanor of the Dove is reprefentative of the 
44 peace of the golden age> or of thofe ferene days that 
44 Freemafons promife to the univerfe.” 

The author from whom we made thefe extracts lived 
for a long time with Mafons of this fpecics. He was of*, 
ten prefent at their Lodges and councils: He attended at 
their deliberations when contriving the means of accom- 
plilhing their plans. He then continues to fpeak of the 
initiation of a Scotch candidate: 44 There is no rule which 
44 ordains, that the obje£t of the Society (hould be made 
44 known to him in clear terms } but only in terms that 
44 would be inefficient to make him wholly underftand 
44 the morality and polity that are universally received.— 
44 On the nignt of his reception they fimply tell him, that 
44 Equality and Liberty among the brethen is the foie ob- 
44 jedt of the Society. But (hould the new //rebitetf (how 
44 figns of a perfect preparednefs for the ultimate myftcry 
44 of the Society, he is then let into the fecret , or rather 
44 informed of the grand object of the Society , which is to 
44 reduce all men to a reciprocal Equality, and to 
44 rcinjlate mankind in its natural Liberty. In ihort, 
44 after a few days meeting, they openly declare, that tne 
44 exprefiion of ejlablijhing Equality among men, and of 
44 reinftating mankind in their natural liberty, indijlinft- 
a ly comprehends all perfons of whatever quality or jtp- 
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<c tion they may be % without excepting magijhratei , great t 
u or Jmalf.”* 

The ceremonies and catecbifm of this degree perfe<SHy 
coincide with thefe explanations. In (hort, every thing (b 
ch-arly demonft rates Equality and Liberty to be the ul- 
timate objedt of their myfteries, that the author attributes 
the origin, or, at lead, the reftoration of Mafortry to Crom- 
well and his Independents. The author would have {im- 
ply attributed the reftoration to him, had he been ac- 
quainted with the tnanufeript of Oxford, Inferences of 
the urn, oft importance may be drawn from this work, 
both as to the hiftory of Freemafonry and the intereftsof 
Governments. It is eaiily feen at prefent, that the difor- 
ganizing myfteries of the occult Lodges are at fcaft an- 
terior to the reign of the French Sophifters, Thefe may 
have new-modelled them after their falhion, and multi- 
plied and varied the degrees, but their principles had 
Oecn received in the Lodges long before Voltaire wrote, 
»— -The Knight Kadofcb was already extant in the Scotch 
Arthiteft. When the latter is afked in his catechifm, 
what he is called, he anfwers cunning aqd fmpU\ the 
JCadofch may anfwer bold and impatient , The difference 
lies in the chara&er, and not in the fyftems. This degree 
of Scotch Architeft alio explains whence the p^e- emi- 
nence of the Scotch Lodges arifes, and why the Lodges 
of other countries are Jto delirous of correfponding with 
the mother Lodge called the Lodge Heredomof Kilwin- 
ning) in Scotland, It is there that the famous Architcfts 
Of Equality and Liberty are fuppofed to be the guardians 
of the laft myfteries. It was with this Lodge aifo, that a 
number of F rench Lodges at Marfeilles, Avignon, Lyons, 
Jfcouen, &c. &c, would be affiliated, not with (landing the 
influence of the Grand Orient of Paris, f 

* Of the Origio of the Free- mafoos, degree of Archite& 

+ l have in my pofTeflion, the original of the patents empow- 
ering a Brother mafon to ere& Lodges under the direction of 
that of Rouen. A Provincial holds his refidence at this latter 
place, and is entrufted with the power of judging the lawfuits 
or diflentions that may arife within his province ; but when any 
thing of great confequence has happened, it is referred to the 
LoHg* of Htredom for judgment. Had Jofeph II. feen this, he 
in’fcht have called it an impertum in imperto . or an empire 
throughout ai*l empires. The reader will remark, that the Uc- 
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' In Abort, the difcoyery of this degree of Grand Archie 
tsff is of importance to Governments in general, and par? 
ficularly to that of England; for it Ihows the dangers tQ 
which a ftate is expofed where, in the midft of thofe breth- 
ren who dedicate themfelves to an innocent Equality, ex- 
ift a number fufficient to tranfmit the Grand Myfteties 
of the Se£h 

In fpite of all the fecrecy obferved by this fpecies of 
adept, who is there that can view their very exigence in 
any other light than as a perpetual confpiracy againft the 
ftate? How then can we be furprifed if the llluminee* 
found perfons in th$fe countries willing to fraternize with 
them, and to combine their plots with thofe of the mis- 
fionaries? However pure the generality of the Englifli 
Lodges may be, is not this enough to (how that the moft 
difaftrous plots may fuddenly burft from the Lodges; and 
that the prefence of virtuous tnen may only ferve as a 
cloak to the defigns of the wicked ?^-Do not let me be 
told, that the Good counteract the evil intentions of the 
Wicked; for the latter can find means of meeting un- 
known to the former, though the fame Lodge may be an 
afylum for them both. There are Lodges now extant, 
that (to ufe the expreffionof a brother who frequented 
them a few months fincej would not admit a fingle Aris- 
tocrat . — My reader muft underftand fuch language ? — ? 
There are Lodges the entries to which are perfect laby- 
rinths. The adepts do not go out by the fame houfes as 
they entered; and, the more completely to baffle the vi- 
gilance of the constituted authorities, they have changed 
their drefles. 

But let us for an inftaht fuppofe, that the Sect could 
make no imprefflon on the EngliQi Lodges, we know that 
Ghauyelin and Fandernooty on quitting London, left their 
emilTaries behind: public danger js belt probed by pri- 
vate fadts; and the reader will not be furprifed when he 
fees me aefeend to the following particulars relative to 
the emiflaries of Jacobinifm in England. 

Having been honored with the acquaintance of Mr. 
Tt 

tbren fey, Heredom (Harodim), is a Hebrew word fignifying 
fbiefs or governors . It is alfo to be remembered, that there is 
another degree of Grand Architect entirely different from that 
which I have juft deferibed. The multiplicity of thefe de- 
grees only ferve the better to hide their obje&. 
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Burke, I introduced to him a gentleman who wifhotf ta 
confult him with refpe& to a letter written to Manuel* 
who at that time governed the Commune of Paris, in con- 
junction with Tallien , die fanguinary butcher of the bloo- 
dy September. This was in the firft year of my emigra- 
tion. The letter had been written for a French nobleman* 
who, wifhing to return to Paris, thought it might be ad- 
vantageous tb get a letter of recommendation to Manuel 
from a Jacobin then relident in London. This noble-* 
man’s wife fufpe&ed feme treachery, and opened the let-* 
ter. The epidle really began with a fort of recommenda- 
tion, but ended with laying, u this nobleman is, after all* 
a rank ariftocrat, who ought to be got rid of by the pikes 
or the guillotine, that he may not return any more to Lon- 
don.” In the body of the letter an account was given to 
Manuel of the date of the brethren in London. Among 
other things it dated, that five hundred perfons werepre- 
fent at their lad meeting; that they were ardent in the 
caufe; that their numbers daily increafed, and that every 
thing denoted the bed difpofitions for hoiding the revo- 
lutionary dandard. This letter was immediately laid be- 
fore the minidry. 

Notwithdanaing every method was adopted that wis- 
dom could fugged, the partizans of the Se& increafed, 
indead of diminifhing; and, in a fliort time, there were 
at lead fifteen hundred cor.fpirators in London, worthy of 
being marfhalled by Jourdan Coup-tete. There were at 
the fame time in London two men who had been educa- 
ted in all the arts of the police of Paris, and they were or- 
dered to enquire into the date of the foreigners, and to 
didmguifh the real emigrants from the new coiners. It 
was loon discovered, that a banditti of all nations, crimi- 
nals from the Bicetre , from th z gallies^ and who had es- 
caped the gallows; the chofen bands in fliort, of Neck er, 
Orleans, and Mirabeau, had been fent into England by 
their fuccelfors of the great club, to effedfc a fimilar revo- 
lution. It was in confluence of this that the Alien Bill 
was enabled. 

But the Se& is relentlefs; it roars at the very idea of 
the obdacles it has met with in England. At London, at 
Edinburgh, at Dublin, it has its national brethren, its con- 
fpiring and Cor refunding Societies, In London we fee 
the duped brethren of the highed aridocracy proclaiming 
the Jovercignty oj the people at their revels; while, in the 


Digitized by Google 



- HISTORICAL PART* 


33 > 


hidden retreat of their fecret focieties, other brethren are 
plotting how to put the fortunes of the ariftocratic dupes, 
of the banker, and of the merchant, in requifition for the 
nfe of that fovereign people % in thofe fame receffes, under 
pretence of Reform , do they with to eredt on the ruins of 
the Britilh conftitution, the reverie* of a Paine, a Syeyes, 
or of the Pentarques; they wiih to plant that tree of E- 
quality and Liberty whofe nouriQunent is gore and pill- 
age, whofe fruit is murder, mifery, and exile. Others are 
training their deluded followers to affaflination, and are 
forging pikes. — Yes, the fcourge has been wafted acrofs 
the ocean with all its plots; the adepts have not forgotten 
the land of their anceftors, the Puritans, Anabaptifts, and 
Independents. They have difcovered their progenitors in 
thofe lame dens to which Cromwell had confined them, 
after having, through their means, dethroned and mur- 
dered his king, diflblved the parliament, and feduced the 
nation to his yoke. The brethren of Avignon recognized 
the Illuminees of Swedenbourg as their parent Sedt; nei- 
ther were they unmindful of the embafly fent them by the 
Lodge of Hampftead. Under the aufpiccs of De Mai - 
nauducy they have feen their difciplcs thirfting after that 
celeftial Jerufalemy that purifying fire (for thefc arc the 
expreffions 1 have heard them make ufe of) that was to 
kindle into a general conflagration throughout the earth 
by means of the French revolution — and thus was Jaco- 
bin Equality and Liberty to be univerfally triumphant e- 
yen in the ftreets of London. 

But what a concatenation of confpiracies will the his- 
torian find when he (hall turn to the archives of thofe 
lodeties ftyling themfclves of Conjlitutional Information 
or Correfponding . Here, however, Juftice and the Senate 
have interpofed; they have torn away the mafk, and he- 
hold the brethren of Edinburgh bound in the fame plots 
and machinations as thofe of Dublin , of London , of Shef- 
fieldy of Mancheflery of Stockport , of Leiccjhr, and of 
many other towns, all uniting their wifhes, invitations, 
and addreffes to the Jacobin Legiflators.* The Mother 

# I have annexed a moteextenfive application of theft Me- 
moirs to Ireland and Great-Britain at the end of this fourth 
Volume. Let me on this occafion beg and befeecb every Ma- 
giftrate and every Clergyman, whofe province it is more par- 
ticularly to inftrudt and guide the people at large, and for whom 
this work is more particularly adapted* to read once more aad 
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Society at once demonftrates all die arts bf the Sectei 
Commit Ues of the Grand Orient under Philip of Orleans; 
the deep cunning of the Bavarian Ariopage under Wei- 
fhaupt; and the profligate means of fedu&ion of //*/* 
hack's Club under D’Alembert. All thefe they combine 
in hopes of harrying away a generous nation into the fink 
of impiety, and thence to rebellion; they combine, in 
hopes of uniting the councils and the efforts of the difpers- 
ed brethren in the caufe of revolution* Subfcriptions arc 
raifed in Great Britain and Ireland, as they were in France* 
to print Paine’s Code of Rebellion, and circulate it from 
the town to the village, and even in the very cottage.*— 
Others of the brethren are diftributing, at their own ex- 
penfe, all the poifons of infidelity, nor do they blufh to 
go and afk fubferiptions from houfc to houfe for the re* 
printing of the moft profligate and impious productions 
of Voltaire, Diderot, Boulanger, La Metherie, and of o* 
ther Deifts or Atheifts of the age, and this under the fpe* 
cious pretence of enlightening ignorantt , and bow l by 
putting all the blafphemics of the Sophifters into the hands 
of the people* 

The brethren of Edinburgh, like thofe of Berlin, were 
not to be contented with the mere arts of feduCtion. One 
might be led to think that the adepts IValt and Downie 
had received their inftruCtions from th$.Pruffian Areo- 
gage. Notwithftanding the immenfe difence that divides 
Edinburgh from Berlin, they adopted precifely the fame 
plan to draw off the attention of the troops by means of 
the burning of fome houfe, and while the foldiery fhould 
be occupied with extinguifhing the fire to fall on them, 
and in the midft of this popular commotion to proclaim 
the Jacobin Code. — In London have we not feen regi- 
cides? At Paris, Lewis XVI. captive in his capital, was 
dragged to the guillotine. Ac Ublingen, Lewis XVIII. 
when a fugitive, was wounded in the head by a ball. In 
London, was George III. in the midft of the acclama- 
tions of his fubje&s, aimed at by the regicide crew; and 
if Heaven averted the ball, is the Sed lefs treacherous or 

with attention the Reports of the Englilh Houfe of Commons 
made in 179*. After having perufed thefe Memoirs, they will 
view them in a very different light from what they formerly 
did. Tranf. 

* Thoulands of that abominable pamphlet were feat out to 
the Britifk cftiWilhments in the Eaft-ladies. T’reutfl 
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lefs abominable, becaufe it did not fucceed in its foul at- 
tempt ? At length, difdaining obfcure crimes, and aiming 
at the annihilation of the Throne, of the Parliament, ana 
of the whole Bridlh Conftitution, they attempt to feduce 
the legions of the empire from their allegiance by means 
of the moft inflammatory hand-bills; they would per- 
fuade gallant troops to (hake off difcipline and butcher 
their officers, as had been done in France. Emiffaries 
found their way into the fleets; and the failors were for 
a time deluded by the fophifois of thofe feducers, who 
wifhed to pervert the bold opponents of the Jacobins on 
the ocean, into the treacherous abettors of thofe fame Ja- 
cobins that dare not face an honeft tar* In Ireland, they 
afliime another form; independence in church and ftate 
is held out to a deluded people by the emiffaries of^ thofe 
who have obliterated every worfhip and every law in 
France, in Corfica, in Belgium, in Savoy, in Holland, in 
Italy, to fubjeCfc the miferable inhabitants of thofe once 
flourifhing countries to the tyranny of the Pentarques.^* 
In that unfortunate country ail the arts of feduCUon have 
been played off that Illuminifm could invent, and its per- 
juries have raged to a frightful exccfs. There did the le- 
gions of the Se&, conceiving themfelves powerful in their 
numbers, (ally forth from their lurking places. It was no 
longer a partial treafon to be punifhed; the force of ar- 
mies was neceffary to crufli whole legions of rebels who 
were daily expe&ing fuccour from a foreign foe. 

But, Praife be to God on high, who, in his mercy, has 
counteracted the malice of fuch plots, of fuch feditions: 
Praife b<r to the all-powerful God, who has preferved this 
ftate from the machinations of its enemies !— May the 
Hiftorian, after having traced the origin, the code, the re- 
union, the attempts, and the fucccfles of fuch numerous 
confpiring Se&s, againft God and his Son, againft thrones 
and kings, againft fociety and its laws, repofe bimfelf,and 
complacently view the happinefs of thefe Ifles, when he 
comes to treat of the land that has proved an afylum to 
fo many unfortunate viClims ! May he triumphantly fay, 
44 There it was that the furges of infurreftion weredafli- 
cd back upon itfelf, the attempts of Jacobinifm were as 
vain as the efforts of its fleets.”— Happy fhall we be, if, 
by entering into this difquifition on the fury of Jacobin- 
inn, we (hall have contributed to awaken the attention of 
nations to the true caufes of all their misfortunes and re- 
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volutionary di fillers !— Thrice happy (hail we be, if we 
ihall have fucceeded in guarding this nation againit the 
dangers with which it is threatened; a nation to which 
the world looks up for its fafety ; a nation winch, in its 
beneficence, is become our adoptive country. May it 
ever behold us offering up our prayers to heaven for the 
prefervation of its king, and for its profperity, with all 
that affe&ion and zeal that nature infpires for one’s na- 
tive foil ! 

To prefume that we have fulfilled our talk in fuch a 
manner as not to (laud in need of the indulgence pf our 
readers, would be impertinent. We ingenuoufly confefs 
the inferiority of our talents, and the many imperfe&ions, 
we are confcious muft exilt in Memoirs of fuch high im- 
portance to the public caufe. But with confidence we 
aiTert, that we have never fwerved from truth. It has 
been our conftant and only guide in pointing out the cau- 
fes of the revolution, it (hall continue to be fo in treating 
of fuch means, and drawing fuch conclufions as muft ne- 
cellarily follow from the fads demonftrated in the court; 
pf thefc Memoirs. 
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CONCLUSION. 


W HAT a painful and difgufting courfe have I at 
length terminated! — Wandering through thofe 
fubterraneous haunts where, in the (hades of darknefs, 
confpirators were plotting againft all religion and fociety, 
I have frequently (huddered with horror, and felt my cour- 
age finking ! Fired with indignation at the fight of fuch 
iniquity, fuch a concatenation of crimes ftill contriving, 
how often have I faid to myfelf, Leave this abyfs of wick- 
edncfs— fly the abodes of thefe vile and monftrous con- 
fpirators; it may be better even to fall their vi&im than 
to fully one's mind with the recolledlion of fitch villany, 
treafon, and impiety, or to be the accufer to pofterity of 
the age in which we live. — But have I not cotempora- 
ries to be faved? — There ftill exift nations that have not 
bent beneath the Jacobin yoke; my fellow-countrymen 
may, perhaps, be induced to (hake off that yoke, when 
they are made acquainted with the unparalleled plots and 
artifices contrived for their fedu&ion. And ought not 
pofterity to be informed to what an extent this difaftrous 
Se& raged in our days, that it may guard againft a 
renewal of fimilar horrors? Such thoughts infpired me 
with courage; they have carried me through this difguft- 
ing talk; they were my fupport when overpowered with 
the odious fight of legions of confpirators conjuring up 
every hellifh art to heap mifery on the inhabitants of the 
earth: moreover the molt covincing proofs have never 
been wanting. 

But can it be poffible that my endeavors (hould prove 
fruitlefs ? if fo, alas ! let thefe pages be rent afunder ; com- 
mit to the flames thefe Memoirs which bear teftimony of 
fuch a multitude of hideous plots that threatened fociety. 
Kings, Pontiffs, Magiftrates, Princes, and Citizens of 
every clafs, if it be true, that I have attempted in vain to 
diftipate die fetal illufion; if it be true, that the peftifer- 
ous biaft of Jacobi nifm has deadened your fenfes, and 
plunged your iouls into lethargy ; if it be true, that the 
torpor of indolence has rendered you callous to your own 
dangers, as well as thofe that threaten your children, your 
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country, your religion, and your laws; if you are incapa* 
ble of the leaft effort, of the fmalleft facrifice for your own 
fafety and for that of the public} if the world be peopled 
only by daftards, who are ready to fubmit their necks to 
the Jacobin yoke, let them be carried into bondage, let 
them be flaves to Jacobins and to their principles} may 
their fortunes fall a prey to brigands; may their temples, 
thrones, governments, palaces, and habitations, fall be- 
neath the blows of the reJentlefs Se<2 ! When you tear 
thefe pages, baniffi from your mind all prelage of (Mas- 
ters; pafs your days in joy, feftivity and merriment, till 
the knell of revolution fhall found and ftartle ye from your 
lethargy. The Jacobins will take upon themfelves the 
care of haftening the fatal hour. To announce it before- 
hand to fuch torpid fouls would be to anticipate their fuf- 
ferings; no, fleep the deep of d^ath; may your ears he 
deaf to the found of thofe chains that are forging for you* 
approach not where truth may undeceive you; no, follow 
in the retinue of fome falfe prophet that may beguile you. 

But ihould there be found men whofe manly courage 
would be fired with zeal for the public caufe at the very 
recital of fuch monftrous combinations againft church and 
ftate; for them I write ; it is on them that 1 call when I fay, 
that notwithftanding all the artifices of the various Se&s, 
and the tremendous power which Jacob inifm has already 
acquired, Europe is not vet fubiefted to them. It is yet 
poffible to crufh that SeCt which has fworn to crufh your 

God, plunder your country, and annihilate fociety. - 

Your country and yourfelves may ftill be faved, But in 
the war that the Se& is waging againft you, as well as in 
all other wars, the firft requilite for working your fafe- 
•y is the perfect conviction of your danger, and an accu- 
rate knowledge of the enemy, ofhis plans, and of his means. 

It was not unintentionally that 1 heaped proof upon proof 
to demonftrate that Jacobinifm was a coalition of the S«- 
fbifters of Impiety fwearing to crufh the God of the Gos- 
pel; of the Sopbtflers of Rebellion fwearing to overturn 
the thrones of kings; and of the Sophiffers of Anarchy 
confpiring not only againft the altar and throne, but fwear- 
ing to annihilate all laws, property, and (bciety, I was 
certain that my readers would negled all means of felf- 
prcfervation fo long as they were not convinced of their 
danger. Should the proofs that I have adduced ftill leave / 
them in doubt as to the reality of the plots of the Sc<ft, t 
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I {kali have loft my labor; lean but weep over their 
fclindnefs; they will have already fallen into that ftate of 
apathy into which the Se<ft wiflbes to plunge them. The 
fefs .credit my readers (hall give to the reality of thefe plots, 
the more certain will the confpirators be of fuccefs. IF 
then I farther infift, let my inftances meet with a candid 
reception; for, reader, it is youf fafety and that of the 
public weal that actuates me. 

Let us then fuppofe, for example, that a perfon comes 
to warn you, that you are fijrrounded by men who, under 
the cloak of friendfhip, are only waiting for a favorable 
moment to execute an old plan which they have contriv- 
ed of robbing you of your money and property, of firing 
your habitation, nay farther, perhaps, of butchering your 
Wife, your children, your relations ; fuppofing that the in- 
telligence you have received of fuch a plot were fupport- 
ed but by a thoufandth part of the proofs that I have ad- 
duced of the plots contriving agafnft your country, and 
againft every ftate without exception, would you wafte 
that time in idle declamations and fuperfluous doubts on 
your dangers, whi$h your perfidious friends, were hufband- 
ing for your ruin ? or wquld you expedt to fee perfons be- 

fceching you tp watch for your own prefervation ? 

Well, I now wifh to convince ye, whether princes, no- 
bles, rich, poor, burgefles, merchants, citizens, in fine, of 
every clals, that all thefe confpiracies of the fophifticated, 
mafonic, or illuminizin£ adepts, are confpiracies againft 
y our perfons, againft vour property, (whether hereditary 
or mercantile,) againft your families, your wives and chil- 
dren. Are you wild enough to believe, that while your 
country is delivered over to the revolutionary conflagra- 
tion, a o exception will be made in your favor, becaufe 
you inhabit fuch or fuch a place, counting-houfe, or cot? 
Jn the univerfal pillage of the ftate, fhall your property 
be more facred than that of your neighbor, and efcape the 
rapacity of the brigands, or the rcquiiition of their Pen- 
tarques? The chara&eriftic of a revolution made by feq- 
jaries is, not that the danger is diminifhed by its univer- 
fal ijy, but that terror, indigence, and flavery, rufh down 
like a torrent, fwallowing and beating down without di- 
ftin&ion every thing that is to be found on its paflage. 

In the whole progrefs of the Se<ft, wherever it has ac- 

J uired fovereignty, in France, in Holland, in Brabant, ip 
avoy, in Switzerland, in Italy, fearch for a Angle man 
U u 
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of property that has preferred it entire; a poor parent that 
has not had to fear for the requifitkm of his children, or 
his own labor; a fingle family that has not to weep for 
the lofs or ruin of fome one of its branches; a fingle citi- 
zen that can lay himfelf down to reft with the profpe£fc of 
being able to fay, when he awakes, that his property, his 
liberty, his life, is any better guaranteed to him, than was 
that of the unfortunate viftiros whom he had feen during 
the day plundered of their property, dragged in chains, or 
falling under the infatiable guillotine,— Ivo, they are not' 
to be found. Ceafe then, fiuggard, to flatter thyfdf. The 
danger is imminent, it is terrible, it ftares ye all in the 
face without exception. 

Yet fink not under the preflure of terror; that would 
be cowardice indeed ; for, though fo pofitive as to the cer- 
tainty of your danger, I may boldly fay, Will it only, and 
your falvation is certain. I appeal to the Jacobins them- 
felves ; for how often have they repeated, that u it is not 
pofiible to triumph over a nation that is determined to de- 
fend itfelf.” Will as they do and you will have little to 
fear from them. The true Jacobin is not to be difcour- 
couraged by oppofition. The myfteries Lnfufc into the 
adepts a uniform, conftant, and relentlefs determination 
to attain the grand object in fpite of every obftacle ; that 
oath, that irrevocable oath of overturning the whole uni- 
verfe, and fubje£ting it to their fyftems, is the true prin- 
ciple whence originate their refources; this fires the zeal 
of the adepts, and induces them to make fuch numerous 
facrifices; it infpires its warriors with enthufiafm; it cre- 
ates rage and fury in the heart of its brigands. It is this 
principle which conftitutes the Sc£l; in that its force re- 
lides; it is the director and mover of its adepts, whether 
in arms, in the clubs, in the lodges, or deliberating in the 
fenate. — But what inferences may not nations draw from 
this very principle as to the nature of their plots? Does 
it not entitle us to fay, that the whole of the French revo- 
lution is nothing more than the offspring of that oath, of 
that premeditated determination of overturning the altar, 
the throne, and fociety, which the Sc£t has infuied into 
its adepts? It triumphs beciufe it knows howto will\ 
hence it is evident, that to render their efforts abortive we 
need only refoluteiy to will the* falvation of the altar, of 
the throne, and of fociety, and they are faved. Let it not 
be laid, that the Jacobins alone can be fteady in their can ft 
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4 Ad pre de ter m in e d on their objeft. To know the evils 
with which the revolution threatens you, and to determine 
- boldly and refolutdy to counteraft them, does not cer- 
tainly dilpenfe us from the obligation of applying to the 
means, and of making the necefiary efforts and facrifices 
ito deliver us from the fcourge* yet do not let it be tho’t 
that it is idle in me to infift on that boldnefs, fincerity, and 

• determination* The French revolution is in its nature 
Amilar to our paffions and vices: it is generally known, 
that misfortunes are the natural confequences of indulg- 
ing them; and one would willingly avoid fuch confe- 
quences: but a faint-hearted refiftance is made ; our pas- 
nonsand our vices foon triumph, and man is hurried away 
by them* 

But (hottld I, on the Contrary, have fucceeded in infpir- 
ing you with the courage necefiary to make you aft with 
rcfolttdon; if you need but to know the true means of 
countc^rafting the Seft to adopt a firm refiftance; then I 
may boldly fay, the Seft is crufhed, the difafters of the 
revolution fhali difappear.— But the reader, whdfe human- 
ity might be alarmed at my faying the Sett is crujhed^ 
ihould remember that when 1 faid the Sett mtiji he crujh - 
ed or fociety overthrown , I took care immediately to add, 
** Let it however be remembered, that to crufh a Seft is 

not to imitate the fury of its apoftles, intoxicated with its 

fanguinary rage and propenfe to enthufiaftic murder 

€i The Seft is monftrous, but all its difciples are not mon- 
44 fters z—yesyftriie the 'Jacobin , but /pare the Man\ the 
& Seft is a left of opinion ; and its deftruftion will be 
44 doubly complete on the day when it ihall be deferted 
44 by its difciples, to return to the true principles of rca- 

* fon and focial order-.”* It is to reclaim the unfortunate 
viftimsof Jacobinvfm from their errors,and toreftore them 
to fociety, not to butcher them, that 1 have beets lb long 
examining and tracing all the tortuous windings of the 
Seft ; and I am oveijoyed to fee that fuch weapons for 
felf-prefervation are the natural refult of thefe Memoirs. 
How different are thefe arms from thofe with which the 
Seft has provided its difciples. 

The Jacobins have feduced nations by means of a fub- 
terraneous warfare of illufioh, error, and dai knefs.— Let 
the honeft menoppofe them with wifdom, truth, and light. 

* See Preliminary Difcoourle, Vol. I.P. xiii. 
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The Jacobiris are waging againft Princes and Go Verna 
menrs a war of hatred of the' laws and of (octal order*— a 
war of rage and deftru&ion; let a war Of fociety, human- 
ity, and feif-prefervation be waged againft them* 

The Jacobins are waging a war of impiety and cor* 
ruption againft the altars and religion of every nation } 
let morality, virtue, and repentance be oppofed to them. 

I explain: — when I fpeakof a fubrerraneous warfare 
of illufion, error, and darknefs waged* by the Sed, I al- 
lude to the productions of its fophifters, to the artifices of 
its ecniflaries, and to the myfteries of its clubs* lodges, and 
feciet focieties. It would be ufelefs to conteft the ptnnti 
for we have incontrovertibly demon ft rated, that tho& have 
been the preparatory means for all its revolutionary tri- 
umphs. It is by fuch means that Jacobinifm has inlinua* 
ted ltfclf under the fpecious forms or a diforganiring Equa- 
lity and Liberty, or of a chimerical Sovereignty of the 
People, which has ever been the cant of thofe fe&ious tri- 
bunes, who, by flattering their pride* fought to enflave 
that fame people. It is by retailing all the fophifticatcd 
do&rines of the Rights of Man to the multitude, by vio^ 
lent declamations againft the exifting laws* by captious 
and fallacious defcriptions of a fuppoled happinefs which 
they are preparing for us, by urging nations on to certain 
ijfayt at Uaji\ by fuch means do the emiflaries of Jaco*- 
bmifin feduce nations, and imperioufly fway that public 
opinion which will fooner level your ramparts than all the 
artillery chat ihey can bring againft (hem. From fuch 
incontcftabie fadts I conclude, chat if it be your intention 
to guard againft the misfortunes which have befallen 
France, you muft begin by difarming the Sed of all its 
means of illufion. Snaich from the hands of the people 
all thofe incendiary productions* but when I fay people^ 
I mean from eVery. clafs of fociety* for I know none that 
are proof againft illufion; more particularly would I fay, 
from that clafs which has been fuppofed to have been moft 
abundant in learning, chat clafs of literary fophifters, fuch 
as our Voltaires, D’Alemberts, Rouffeaus, Diderots, our 
academicians, and our dodf rincers of the reading fociecies; 
for this is the cJafs of all others that has ihown us the ex- 
ample of che powerful illufion of fophiftry. It was from 
this clafs that the revolutionary minifters Necker and 
M urgoi ftaricd up; from this clafe arofe thofe grand re- 
volutionary agents, the Mirabcau*, Syey«s, Laclos, Cm- 
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' ddrcets ; thofe revolutionary trumps, the Briflots, Champ- 
forts, Garats* Merciers, Paftorets, Gudins, La Metheries, 
JLaiandes, Cheniers ; thofe revolutionary butchers, the 
Carras, Fnerons, Marats; I will alfo fay of that clafs of 
advocates fo verbofe and fertile in delirium ; for from a- 
mong them fpriing the Targets, Camus, Treillards, Bar- 
reres, and all the tyrants of the revolution, the Reveil- 
Icre-Lepaux, Rcubels, Merlins, and Robefpierres. W hat 
have all thefe men proved* whether taken from the acade- 
mies or from the bar?— that if they were the perforifc 
whofe talents enabled them to reprefent all this fophiftry 
of impiety, of fedition, and rebellion, in the moft redu- 
cing Colours, they were alfo the perfons that were moft eafi- 
ly imbued with and drank moft deeply of the poifon;— 
they were at once the moft readily tainted and the moft 
eager to taint others;— No ; I can make no exception of 
dalles; none are entitled to an exception when I exclaim 
to Magiftrates and Sovereigns— Will you fave the peo<- 
ple from the difafters of the French Revolution ?— •‘■then 
fnatch from their hands thofe incendiary productions— 
thofe libels of impiety and fedition. Let that man be pun** 
ilhed as a traitor, who writes and circulates fuch writings* 
confcious of the injury he is doing to fociety; let him 
meet with the fate of a madman, if he thinks he can re- 
duce, and ftop the confequences of fedudion. 

But I hear clamours on all Tides ariiing in the literary 
world, of intolerance, of tyranny, of cramping genius !— x 
I forefaw that I fhould have to treat with men lukewarm 
in the caufe, faying they were determined, never thelefs un- 
willing; faying they detefted the revolution, but tiinor* 
ous when it is to be cruftied in the germ. But you, at 
leaft, who profefs to enlighten nations by your writings, 
to point out maxims to Princes for the happinefs of their 
people, you who demonftrate the goodnels of your inten- 
tions by the purity of your principles, by your zeal in de- 
fence of the laws, by the wifdom of your writings, is it 
from you, I alk, that fuch cries arife? — No, no: ihackles 
thrown on the venemous writer circulating his poifons, 
will never give concern to the honeft writer; againft 
laws prohibiting poignards none will rebel but the aifas- 
fin. Let us no longer be led away by the ftale cries of 
Liberty of the Prefs, Liberty of Genius; fuch cries in 
the mouths of the Jacobins will be but a fhaJlow cover to 
their defigns; — .fee what the Sed does itfelf, ieft any writ T 
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tx (hould open the eyes of the people by the exposition df 
real truth; wherever .the adepts have acquired dominion* 
flfk what is to be underftood by liberty of thinking, of 
fpeaking, of writing. They deftroy not only the author, 
but feller, and even buyer of every book that combats 
their fyftems. The printing preffes of Crapard, the pub* 
locations of La Harpe, or the difeourfe of Camille du Jour* 
dan, are fa many confpiracies punifhed by the Pentarques, 
With exile to Cayenne* It is high time for nations to o- 
pen their eyes, and difpel the illufion of all this pretended 
oppreiSon of thought and genius* If Magiftrates are the 
dupes of fitch outcries* the people are the vidims,and na- 
tions muft be preferved from the illufion that they may 
be faved from the revolution. It is the ad of a father and 
not of a tyrant, that takes from the hands of his children 
fuch inftruments as may prove fatal to them. 

Let the fophifter talk of ufeful difcuffions* Go to an* 
tiquity, and queftion the Roman fenate why it drove from 
the foil of the republic that fwarra of Sophifts* juft arri* 
ved from the Grecian fhores, (o expert in the quibbling 
arts ; and the fenate will anfwer, that they do not enter 
into difcuffions to know whether the plague is ufeful, 
that they h alien to feparate from their fellow countrymen 
whoever has been tainted with it, and to deftroy what* 
ever may propagate it. Guard the people, therefore, 
againft fuch vile feducers; tremble at the effects of their 
dtfcourfes; but fear ftili more the poifons of their impi* 
ous and feditious produ&ions* 

Your laws pronounce death againft a traitor, though 
he betrayed his confpiracy but by a fingle word ; and a 
confpiring fophifter may commune and habitually con* 
yerfe with all your fubjeds by means of his writings ! he 
Is in the midft of your families; he inftils his principles 
into your children; his arguments become more and 

* The wor & fophifter has been made ufe of throughout this 
work, to diftin^mlh the modern rebels from the Greek Philo- 
fophers of the lchooi jf Sophifts. Johnfon, in his dictionary* 
defines Sovhistfr as a difputant fallacioujfj fubth ; an art* 
fut but injidh&t logician; tuch is the fpecies of men that hare 
been dclcribed in ibis work, who, conicious of their own fal- 
lacy, but acting the part of Satan to pervert mankind, fhould 
never be confounded with thofe men of antiquity wbofe fys- 
tenis of deputation may have been fallacious, but whofe inten- 
tions were upright, and who did not combat every facred or 
facial principle in hopes of fabverting faciety. Trottf. 
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more cogent ; he dwells on them ; they are prefented un* 
der all the dazzling colors that a perndious genius could 
invent after a long ftudy how to feduce your offspring* 
lead them aft ray, or ftir them up to revolt againft you ! 
The treafon fpoken by the Jacobin, and for which he has 
been punifhed, may have made but a flight impreffion on 
his hearers; but this labored and ftudied concatenation 
of fophifms will make a deep impreffion, Your laws 
muft be inefficient indeed if the revolutionary writer is 
not ftamped as the moft baneful of confpirators; and* 
Magiftrate? whoever you are, you muft be moft unmindful 
of your duty, if you allow his writings to circulate freely 
through town and country. 

Are you ftill a ftranger to the immenfe power that 
fuch productions has given to the Se<5t? The revolution 
has not been ungrateful, and its gratitude points out its 
progenitors. Follow the Jacobin to the pantheon; feq 
to whom he has decreed honors, to whom he does ho- 
mage; alk him how Voltaire or Jean Jaques can have 
deferved fuch tribute, fuch honors, He will tell you, that 
thofe men are no more, but that their fpirit has furvived 
them in their writings, and more powerfully combat for 
the caufe of Jacobinifm than all their armed legions.—* 
Here they prepare the minds and hearts of the people for 
our principles; there they gain over the public opinion 
to our caufe ; and when once that has declared for us, wo 
may boldly proceed to certain triumph, Should fuch hon- 
ors dazzle any writer for an inftant, let him flop and be- 
hold the (hades of the victims facrificed to the revolution 
flitting round the monuments ere&ed to thefe revolution- 
ary deities; fee them ghaftly and enraged, paffing from 
the urn that contains the aChes of V oltaire to that of 
Roufteau ; hear them exclaim in bitter reproaches,— 
<c Be fatiated with the fumes of Jacobin incenfe ! It is 
not on J?cobins that we call down vengeance from hea- 
ven, for you were our real murderers ! Y ou are now 
the ohjedt of their adoration; but you were our firft 
executioners, you broi/ght our King to the fcaffold, you 
ftill continue to be the butchers of our progeny. — O ye 
Idols of blafphemy and of anarchy ! may their blood, may 
our blood, may ail the blood that (hall be fpilt by the bri- 
gands formed at your fchools, fall back upon you !” 

Ye whom the God of fociety has endowed with ta- 
lents which you may turn to the detriment or conferva? 
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tion of fociety, be ware that fuch curfes do not fell upon 
you, flee from any thing that may breed remorfe. Be not 
dazzled with the Jacobinical tribute paid to thefe fop hi s- 
ters of darknefs ; tney may have facceeded in obfcuring 
the light 5 it is your duty to rend the cloud afunder, and 
bear in triumph the fuuaamental truths. The God who 
formed man for fociety did not give him the code of E- 
qualitv and Liberty, the code of Rebellion and Anarchy. 
The God who fupports fociety by the wifdom of the Jaws, 
never abandoned the making or fan&ioning of thofeiaws 
to the caprice of the multitude. The God who has point- 
ed out the empire and (lability of the laws as inherent to 
that (ub ordination of the citizens to the magift rates, and 
to their fovereigns, did not create as many magiftrates 
and fovereigns as he did citizens. The God that has 
bound all clafles together by their mutual wants, and 
who, in confequencc of this diverfity of wants, has en- 
dowed men with a variety of talents for different arts 
and profefljons, has pot given the fame rights to the me- 
chanic or to the Ibepherd as he has to the prince that is to 
prcfide over the (late. Reftore to thefe Ample and plain 
truths, all that refplendency which has for a moment beep • 
pbfeured by the fophifters of rebellion j and the dangers 
of the revolution will foon difappear. Be as earneft in 
'reftoring the people to light, as the Jacobins have been 
in plunging them into darknefs. Reftore them to their 
principles pure and untarnifhed. There is no compound- 
ing with error 5 the §*•*& cares not by which road illu- 
fion may lead you to revolution, provided you do but fall 
a vi£tim. Some it will attack with anti-religious fophifms. 
while it tampers with others by means of its antifocial 
fophiftry. To fome it will unfold but a part of the con- 
fequences to be drawn, point out but one half of the ca- 
reer that is to be run, or, under pretence of reform, pro- 
pofe fome few effays or new means to be tried. But far be 
driven from us thefe demi-geniufes of demi-revolutions 
with their long train of demi-confequences ? This is the 
tribe whence the Setft will fele£t a La Fayette or a Neck- 
er, pu(h them forward as long as they can ferve the caufe, 
and then abandon fuch non-entities’; or thofe open re- 
bels ftyling themfelves Conjiitutionalifls , or thofe others 
called (probably through derifion) Monarchies. They 
were the beginners of the revoliiion, and are at this pre- 
fent day imbecile enough to tellify their furprize at other 
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rebels having (hivered a fceptre which they had begun by 
disjointing. Writers of this fpecies, fo far from enlight* 
emng the people, only contribute to lead them into the 
path of error} and that was the talk of the fir ft ^evolu- 
tionary adepts. 

In your writings beware of falling into an error fimi- 
Jar to that of a celebrated author, who thinks he is ferving 
the caufe of monarchy when defcribing religion as a fruit- 
lefs ally. How is it poflible that he fhould not better feel 
the confequences of that farcaftic fentence borrowed from 
Bayle and Roufleau, he who, in the ipidft of the moft 
prefling and moft appofite exhortations to princes to unite 
and combine againft Jacobinifm, forgets himfelf fo far as 
to fay, M In a fimilar crifis, the Romans would have flown 
** to arms refolved to conquer or die, the primitive Chris - 
* c tians would have fung hymns to Providence and rujbed 
cc to martyrdom ; their fucceffors neither die nor fight.*” 
Moft undoubtedly, it cannot be the intention of the au- 
thor to revive that contempt which the Sophifters fo much 
affed for Religion; but what a falfe policy to reprefent 
that alledged nullity as inherent to Chriftianity at a time 
when the courage of nations fhould be ftirred up againft 
the revolutionary tyrants ! Happily it is not true, that thp 
primitive Chriftians would only have fung hymns to Pro- 
vidence and rufhed on to martyrdom. The primitive 
Chriftians were not ideots ; they did not confound the 
legitimate powers, which they could only oppofc by the 
courage of martyrs, with the ufurped power of a tyranf 
or of barbarians that came to inundate the empire. They 
Could conquer or die under the ftandard of the Csefars as 
manfully as the Romans ; nay, they furpaffed them in cou T 
rage and refignation, and their apobgifts were well 
grounded when they fet the Sophifters at defiance to point 
out a Angle coward or traitor among the Chriftian le- 
gions. In our days too, did thofe heroic Chriftians of 
the Vendee content themfelves with Tinging hymns, they 
whofe courage was more terrible to the republicans than 
all the combined forces of Clairfait or Beaulieu \ Where 
have we feen any of our emigrants that have diftingui fil- 
ed themfelves by their piety, chanting hymns to Pro- 
vidence during the hour of battle ? Whence this triple 
X x 

* Mercure Brit antique, Vol, L No. IV. P. «9». 
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infult to the Chriflian hero, to his religion, and to die 
very evidence of reafon? Whence this affe&ation of re* 
presenting the powerful and a&ive incitements of Chrift- 
ianity as ufelefs to governments? Is not the crown of a 
foldier dying for laws or for his king, which his God 
commands him to defend, as valuable as your iaureU 
wreath ? Tell then the Chriflian foldier, that the coward 
and the traitor (hall not enter into the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and fee whether he will not conqueror die. You 
think that you are ferving the caufe of fociety againft Ja- 
cobinifm by reprefenting Chriftianity as imbecility. Ja- 
cobins would reward fuch farcaflic fentences, becaufe 
they forefee their confequences. Are our writers then to 
be always outwitted by theirs; they car^ combine their 
efforts againft the altar and the throne; and {hall we 
never be able to defend the one without betraying the in- 
terefls of the other ? 

What can be the caufc of fuch imprudence, fuch falfe 
lights ? Neither do they ftudy fufficiently the $c& nor its 
artifices. They wifh to be blind to its power, and even to 
its influence. I alfo am an admirer of the vigor of that 
fame writer, who feeks to ftir up the courage of nations; 
but fbould he miftake the real caufes of our misfortunes* 
what have we not to fear from writers who are endowed 
neither with his knowledge or his energy ? Will not the 
Sedt rejoice to hear him fay, w it is far more to that con- 
44 tinental fatalifm than to the llluminees, that we are to 
ct attribute the lethargy of the higher orders of fociety ? ,# 
I know not what continental or infular fatalifm can fig- 
nify. God forbid that Princes fhould for an inftant be- 
lieve in it, for it would only be immerfing them ftill deep- 
er In their lethargy. No efforts are made againft fatality; 
I know, at leaft, that the llluminees would rejoice to fee 
no credit given to their exifting influence; for the lefs 
they (hall be feared in confequence of your writings, few- 
er will be the precautions taken to guard againft them. 
I am pofitive, that had you ftudied one half of the arts 
employed by the Infinuators to feduce the higher claffes, 
and even courts themfelves, you would be the firft to find 
a very different caufe than fatalifm for the continental 
lethargy.* 

# It is evident, however, that the author of the Britijh Mer • 
cury never wilhed to favor the llluminees . He is as indignant 
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Far be from me die abfiird pretenfion of alone enjoy-* 
ing die means of giving ufeful counfels. It is, on the 
contrary, becaufe I wife that the public (hould be im- 
proved by your’s, that I am eager to fee you better in- 
formed of the real caufe of all our misfortunes. I could 
wifh to fee a holy league formed of fuch men of talents 
as are really actuated with a true zeal againft the revolu- 
tionary errors. My reader has feen the baneful effeds 
of that coalition of the fophifticated writers of Holbach’s 
Club, of the Sophifters of the Mafonic and of the Illu- 
minized Lodges ; he has feen the influence of tkeir prin- 
ciples on the public opinion, and of opinion on our mis- 
fortunes; why fhould not virtuous and learned writers 
then unite in their efforts to bring back the public opin- 
ion and the people to the true principles, by laying open 
all the artifice and cunning that has been employed by the 
Se& to feduce them. 

The Code has been explicit on the means to be em- 
ployed for the feduftion of youth, a time of life moft ac- 
ceffible to illufioq. Will not virtuous fathers take upon 

as we are at the fuccefles of the inept Philofophijls of modern 
republicanifm , of that revolutionary warfare waging againft 
property and the laws, of thofe young Jacobins juft coming 
from the Uoiverlity of Gottingueo. He is indignant at the 
audacity of the revolutionary letters and of the northern league^ 
that is to fay, of a company of Theologians^ Prof ejf or s y and Phi - 
Ufophers o/Hol/fein % who afk to form a central aflembly, having 
under it (ubordinate committees to form arid dire A public edu - 
cation , •without being under any control of government . laws or 
religion (P. * 9 *). He would have fpoken juft as we have done 
of the IUuminees , had he known thefe philofophical abfurdities 
and their fuccefles to be the work of the Sea; that the youths 
come from Gottinguen were juft arriving from a haunt of Illu- 
minifm ; that the northern league is nothing more than a branch 
of the German Union invented by the llluminee Bahrdt \ that 
the plan of education originated with the Ilhiminee C a mpe , 
heretofore paftor and preacher to the garrifon of Potzdam, call- 
ed to Brunfwick, proteaed by the firft minifter, and decora- 
ted with the appellation of French Citizen » m recompenfe fo£ 
what he has more particularly written on the independency of 
education. — (See the Univerfal Revftonof every thing relating 
to Schools % Vol . VI ) . 1 (hall therefore repeat. Study the Sea, 
ftudy its code, its hiftory ; ftudy its means for teducing the 
Great; and, (o fir /fora defpiiing the influence of the Sea, yon 
will tind the caufe of that dtfaftrous lethargy which ha? Jeizcd 
on men wbofe duty it is to be moft aaive, tar better explained 
than by your Fatalifm . 
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themfelves to difcard from their children mafte*of fuCpU 
cious chara&ers,and books that diffemmate thefc po.fons! 
Will not governments take as much pains to dnve the 
adepts from the pulpit, from the chairs of fcience and pro- 
fefforihips, as we hare feen the Seft ^ 

fdf mafter of education and to Corrupt youth . Unhappf 
we, fhould the reader be affrighted at the detail of fuda 
precautions, while the Sed attends to each particularity* 
and we have; ten it as eager for the nomination of a 
country fchoolmafter, as for the fuccefs of an adept at 
Court, or the nomination of the general who is to com* 

tnand its legions. . ___ 

One fpecies of illufion appears to be the favorite en- 
gine of Jacobin ifm, I mean that theory of effays m go- 
vernment, and thofe demi- reforms. No art has been 
inore powerfully played off on the Englilh nation than 
this ; let the people be put on their guard agamit thi* 
illufion; Jet them be taught, that France alfo began by 
effays and demi- reforms ; I need not hint at their conte- 
quences. If it be neceffary to humble the pride of the 
jacobin Sophifter, and blight the very idea of that pre- 
tended happinefs which they attach to their fyftems, let 
the people learn that fuch effays have long Imce been 
made; that the brigands who appeared under the ditter- 
e.it denominations of Lollards, Bcgards, followers of John 
Wall, of Maillotin, and of Muncer, all promifcd the fu- 
preme happinefs of Equality and Liberty; that it was 
perfe&ly ufelefs to talk to us of the Philofopby of a revo- 
lution that was nothing more than the repetition of the 
errors of certain Seels of which the barbarous and de- 
vaftating tenets could only be equalled by the horror and 
contempt in which they are held by our anceftors. When, 
under pretence of arguing on certain truths the Jacobin 
feeks to lead you into difeuffion, guard againft his 
phiftry, by anfwering, that no argumentation can be held 
with Weilhaupt or Robefpierre; the firft will retail all 
the arguments «f former brigands, the latter does what 
they did ; for if our modern jacobins have invented any 
thing of their own, it is a little more artifice and an un* 
paralleled ferocity. They are then the more entitled to 
our contempt and hatred* 

If every where encountered by this two-fold fentiment^ 
the Se& will foon lofe that power of illufion which has 
prepared its triumphs, and you will fee it Ihr inking back 
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into its fubtcrraneous lurking places, the occult Lodges 
which have fo long fince offered it an afylum. Thera 
it will once more attempt to recruit its legions, and con- 
trive plots for the fubverfion of the altar, of the throne, 
and of fociety. But here what honeft citizen can be 
blind to his duty ? Under whatever name, pretence, or 
form, the magistracy may have thought proper to tole- 
rate thefe clubs, fubterraneous hiding-places, or Lodges 
of fecret focieties, what proofs are they waiting fdr to 
profcribe them all, now that they have feen legions of 
confpirators Tallying forth from thefe recedes ? You who 
look upon yourfelves as entitled to an honorable excep- 
tion, why are you feated there (till ? You are tender of 
your perfonal loyalty, of your fidelity to your religion and 
to your country, how can you make fuch fentiments agree 
with your predile&ion for Lodges that you know to have 
been the afylum of the mod confpiring Sc&s ? Do not 
pretend that it is us, for it is the Jacobins, the moil mon- 
ftrous chiefs of the Jacobins, their correfpondence, their 
fpeeches, and all the archives of their hi dory, that have 
unfolded to you the immenfe fupport they have derived 
from your myderies and from all your fecret focicties , iii 
the profecution of their confpiracies againd fociety in ge - 
mraly againd all laws, and againd every altar. In vaiu 
ihall you attempt to hide it ; no part of hidory can be 
better authenticated; thefe confpiracies are proved at any 
rate to have gained admittance into your Lodges, and to 
have acquired drength and numbers from them. Your 
particular Lodge may not be one of thofe with whole 
honor the Se£l has tampered; we are willing to believe 
it; but what proofs can you adduce ? the Se& knows too 
well how to clothe perjury in the garb of innocence.--* 
We are willing to believe it, and that will be another 
motive why we fhould conjure you in the name .of your 
country to abandon thofe Lodges. Your prefence is on- 
ly a cloak for confpirators. The more unblemifhed may 
be your chara&er of honor, the more will the confpiring 
adepts boad of your name, and of the fraternity and in- 
timacy in which you live with them. — We addrefs our 
complaints to you yourfelves, but own that we have fuf- 
ficient grounds to addrefs them to the prince or to tho 
fenate ; may we not with truth denounce you as deml- 
citizens, lince by your oath the intereds of the brother- 

J hood are more dear to you than thofe of your Tellow-fub* 
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jeds ? Are we not entitled to aft, whether you are not a 
fecret enemy to every citizen who has the intereft of re- 
ligion and his country at heart, fince you are a member 
of a fecret fociety, under the cloak of which a multitude 
of brethren are confpiring againft our religion and our 
laws, and that it is impeffible to diftinguiQi die innocent 
from the guilty ? What right would you have to com- 
plain if the fenate and your prince were to exclude you 
from your magiftracy, or from every office that requires 
the whole attention of an impartial citizen, and on whom 
Do fufpicion can alight, as it appears that your affedion 
is at leaft divided between fociety in general and your fe- 
cret focieties, as that affedtion, according to your own 
laws, mu ft be greater for the members of your fecret foci- 
eties than for us; fence, in (hort, it has been demonftrated, 
that a large portion of the members of fecret focieties are 
mereconfpirators? In vain will you objeft that you have ne- 
ver witnefled any thing reprehenfible in the Lodges. Were 
you only initiated in the myfteries of the Grand Lodge 
of London, know, that notwithftanding all the exceptions 
we have ihade in its favor, fufpicions are even caft upon 
that Lodge, and a reviewer thinks himfclf founded in de- 
nying the validity of fuch exceptions.* If you are fo 
carelefs of your reputation as to remain infcnfibJe to fetch 
fejfpicions, allow me at leaft to addrefs myfelf to you in 
the name of all mankind) whofe mtereftsyou tell us are fo 
dear to you. 

No longer than a century ago the remaining part of 
Europe was nearly a ft ranger to your Lodges and their 
myfteries. Y ou made it the baneful prefent ; the new- 
erected Lodges have filled with Jacobins, and from them 
the moft difaftrous fcourge that has ever befallen theuni- 
verfe has ruflied forth to produce thefe terrible effe£b ; 
you imparted to them the myfteries of your Equality and 
of your Liberty; to combine and prepare them, you in- 
troduced them into your tenebrous afylums; to prepare 
their pupils, you taught them your trials and your oaths; 
and that they might propagate their confpiracies from 
pole to pole, you lent them your language, your fymbols, 
your figns, your cypher, your diredlories, your hierarchy, 
and all the regulations for your invifible correfpondence. 

* See the Monthly Review, Appendix to VoL XXXV.Page 
SO 4 - 
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The offspring may have improved on the myfteries of 
their progenitors; but has not their condud been luch as 
to make you abjure all connedion with them; have not 
your Lodges been fo prophaned as to make you haften to 
abandon them; is not the difaftrous (courge that has 
burft from them a fufficient ground for eternally doling 
their gates l O you, whofe fleets, under the protedion of 
heaven, ride triumphant over the main, difpelling the 
fleets of the Sed i O grant to the univerfe a vidory f 
perhaps of (till greater importance* At the fight of your 
admirals the Sed disappears; drive then from its recedes 
that bantling of yours ; (how that if the abufe of your 
snyfterious afibciations may in poflibility be fatal to the 
univerfe, you are willing at leaft to deprive the vile con- 
(pirators of every plea that can tarnifh your glory. U how, 
that if fports, innocent in your hands, could grow into a 
fcourge in the hands of others, you are not backward in 
making a facrifice of fuch utility to nations. .Your ex- 
ample would be powerful; and it is incumbent on you 
to pronounce the anathema on fecret focieties ; to clofe 
the gates of the Lodges, to clofe them all without excep- 
tion, nevermore to be opened, whatever may be the na- 
ture of their myfteries. None can exift into which the 
Sed will not attempt to penetrate ; none can exift where 
the magiftrate and honeft citizen can fit down certain 
that the Sed has not intruded with its plots and means 
of fedudion. The more zealous you may be for the pre- 
fervation of our laws, the lefs will you be enabled to fe- 
cure us ^gainft the plots of the Sed ; for though it (hall 
ever commune with you it will not lay its views open to 
you until it has feduced you. Mafons of England, what 
a fatal gift have you made to the world ! May the his- 
torian who (hall write the annals of this age, when 
(peaking of the fcourge that has ru(hed forth from the 
Lodges, conclude by laying, if England made the baneful 
prefent to the univerfe, it was alfo the firft to facrifice its 
own Lodges for the fafety of nations. 

Why lhould not every honeft Mafon on the Conti- 
nent addrefs himfelf in terms fimilar to thofe in which we 
addrefs the Englilh brotherhood ? Their prefence would 
no longer be a cloak to the Myfteries of the confpiring 
Jacobins. Left to themfelves, they could no longer plead 
the innocence of their Myfteries. If the Magiftrates 
treated them with ajl the feverity of the law, he would not 
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have to fear the protefts of honeft citizens. Then would 
every thing denote that the time was come to ftrilce all 
fecret focicties with the anathema of the laws ; then 
would all the prod unions of the Se& be fupprefled, or 
thrown away with indignation by every clafs of citizens. 
True principles only would be taught, and thefe would 
difeard from the minds of the people all thofe difcrgani- 
zing errors. The Se£t once diflodged from its lurking 
places, truth and light would difpel that warfare of illufion, 
error, and darknefs, which, waged by the Sophifters of 
Jacobimfm, prepares the way for the triumphant entry of 
. its deftroying brigands. 

But that long-expe£ted day, that day of devaftation 
and plunder foretold in the Myfteries, has dawned. In 
darknefs have the adepts multiplied, and the legions of 
the Sedt have Tallied forth. They now wage the war of 
pikes and deftrudlion, they wave the firebrands of revo- 
lution, but have not abandoned the warfare of illufion.^* 
Sovereigns and Minifters of Empires ! It behoves you 
to ftem the torrent of thefe men of blood by the marroal- 
led band of heroes whom you command, I do not pre- 
tend to ftep over the threlhold of the chamber where our 
warriors fet in council to deliberate on the means of vaii- 
quiftiing the Sedl in the field of battle. But, to enfure 
the fuccefs of your valorous efforts, may we intrude on 
your wifdom to reprefent that force fhould not attradt 
your entire attention ? The Jacobin is no common ene- 
my. He wages a war of Sedt, of profelyrifm againft you ; 
and Seels are not to be vanquifhed by the fame arms as 
Warriors waging a glorious war, or brigands rufhing 
forth from their ungrateful {hores in queft of pillage ana 
booty. The feat of conflict lies in opinions. The Jaco r 
bin has all the enthufiafm of the Sedlary, and has alfo the 
force of ai ms ; that you may overpower his arms, you 
(hould know the objedt of his delirium. 

I began by declaring, and think I have eftabliflied the 
pofition, that in this warfare of pikes and firebrands the 
Se<9t fends forth its legions to fhiver the feepter, not to 
fight the power 5 it has not promifed to its adepts the 
crowns of Princes, Kings, and Emperors, but has requi- 
red and bound thofe adepts by an oath to deftroy them all. 
In the Sovereign it is not the perfon that they hate ; but 
it is the chief, the Minifter of the Social Order. The 
war it wages again!! a nation is of a fimilar complexion^ 
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it is that war of opinion, which hates, not the Englifh- 
man, but the laws of the Englifh, which abominates not 
the German, the Spaniard, or the Italian, but the God, 
the Altars, the Thrones, the Senates of the German, the 
SpaniarJ, or the Italian, in (hort, of every people. Do 
not fuffer yourfelf to be milled ; the Pentarques will cer- 
tainly attempt to warp thefe plans and plots of the Se£t, 
and make them fubfervient to their own ambition; but 
have not the myfteries taught us, that the elevation of an 
Orleans, a B arras, or a Rewbel to the throne, never en- 
tered the mind of the adepts when they murdered their 
lawful Sovereign ? It may fupport its tyrannic Pen- 

tarques in the deftru&ion of Icings and governments, but 
it will crufh thefe tyrants in their turn, when they (hall 
have completed the deftru&ion of fociety. It is not a 
new Empire that they are feeking to eftablifh; it is at 
the annihilation of every Empire, of all order, rank, dis- 
tinction, property, and focial tie, that they aim.\ Such is 
the Ultimate View of its myfteries of Equality and Li- 
berty. Such is that reign of anarchy and abfolute inde- 
pendence, proclaimed in the fubterraneous lurking-places, 
under the appellations of patriarchal reign, of the reign of 
Reafon and of Nature. 

Sovereigns, Minifters, You who watch for the fafety 
of the fubjeCt ! Is it clear to you why we fo much inlift 
on this general and predominating hatred as the foie prin- 
ciple ana obje£ of this terrible war ? Becaufe it imme- 
diately points out that it behoves you to oombat this re- 
lentlefs foe by an ardor and zeal for the univerfal main- 
tenance of focial order; becaufe it is now more than ever 
incumbent on you to caft alide all ideas of perfonal in- 
tereft, that might countefaCt the general effort ; becaufe, 
were it poilible that the interefts of the SeCl could for a 
moment coincide with yours, it would be only a duty that 
you would fulfil in fufpending thofe mutual refentments 
or national jealoufies that have but too long nurtured en- 
mities and bloodfhed ; becaufe much woe will befal you, 
if you be imprudent enough to think but for an inftant 
than you can either make the principles or the legions of 
the Seft the inftruments of your vengeance, or of your 
perfonal views; for the powers you put in motion ihall 
foon fall back upon you. 

I am not one of thofe who thought that they could 
trace fuch a kind of policy in the firft motions of the 
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French revolution, pretending that foreign powers bad 
abetted the Jacobins with a view, if not to cm(b,at Ieaft 
to weaken the ancient and powerful fabric of die French 
monarchy. I have probed the ftrength of the Se& when 
it rufhed from its dens. But let it not be overlooked by 
hiftory ; let the terrible example of that man who was 
held out as one of the greateit politicians of the age, be 
ever prefent to the eyes of fovereigns. The Sefl began 
to demonftrate the firft elements of its Code of Equality, 
Liberty* and Sovereignty of the People; baneful policy 
ordered La Fayette, D’Eftaing, and Rochambeau, to pro- 
ceed to the fuccor of a colony ailerting its fovereignty 
agair.ft its mother country. I do not pretend to dikuts 
the rights of London or of Philadelphia; but let the mi- 
nifter, the politician Vergennes rife from his grave, he 
who in America would make, and in Holland abet, revo- 
lutions of the people equal and free; let him look to the 
throne, or feek the fovereign whofe intereft he thought 
to ferve when ufing the Se£t as an engine of ftate ! ! £ct 
the minifter of Jofeph II. I mean, Mercy D’Argenteau, 
come forth ; let him behold to what an end the fervices 
of that fovereign populace would lead which he was about 
to aflemble in Brabant, or the fervices of tbsfe pretended 
friends to tin public fafety , in other words, of the emiffd - 
rics of the Se£l, already omnipotent in Paris, or of tbofc 
Jacobins that he would receive and fupport, that he might 
opprefs through the means of anarchy.* No, the Sc& 
that has fworn to Oliver every feeptre will not avenge 
any quarrel of your’s, or prove a fupport in danger. — 
Banilh then every idea of alliance or union with its prin- 
ciples and means ! it can never lofe fight of its Ultimate 
End; and if it fhould affeft to make a common caufe 
with you in the annihilation of the throne that gives you 
umbrage, it will only be that it may find you (landing 
alone and deftituteof allies when it (hail turn bade upon 
you. 

To renounce fuch temporary and difaftrous fervices 
can be no great facrifice. When the common enemy of 
fociety rears its head, is it not the duty of the chiefs of fo- 
ciety to forget all private quarrels, ara unite in combat- 
ing fo formidable a foe ? Every ftep gained againft it, 

* See Letters on the Affairs of the Auftrian Netherlands* 
Let. II. P. 31. 
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will be a ftep gained for yourfclf, for your people, and for 
that portion of fociety over which you prefide. Still far- 
ther from your mina be all thole ideas of cold economy, 
calculating the facrifices or efforts you will have to make, 
or the indemnities you may claim f When the houfe that 
joins your palace is in flames, do you think yourfelf fafe be- 
cause you have not contributed to the conflagration ? Or 
do you enquire what reward is offered for extinguifhing 
the flames f More wildly avaricious, would you think of 
pillaging that houfe while the flames were communicating 
to your own? Save the univerfc, and you fave your own 
empire. Every throne beat down by the Jacobin, re- 
duces an obftacle that he has to encounter in the attack 
of yours. WiU the arfenals he fhall pillage, will the re- 
quilitions of men, and legions raifed, in the newly con- 
quered ftates, enfure the indemnities you afk $ or do you 
exped, by complacency, flattery, and meannefs, to have 
an exception made in your favor? Can you hope to fee 
the Pentarques always preferving their neutrality in your 
regard, becaufe for the moment they are pleafed not to 
demand any farther facrifices from you ? Or, when you 
defert the common caufe, will you ground your fccurity 
on treaties of peace, or even on treaties of alliance offen- 
fiveand defeniive ? O virtue ! whatdefertion of the com- 
mon caufe ! O (hame ! O cowardice ! No, the very idea 
of fuch treaties could never have entered your mind, had 
you been acquainted with the Sed that propofes them. 
You have figned them ; but you do not enjoy peace, not 
even a neutrality. You are its Have. You are only the 
mouth-piece of its imperious didates, until the Sed fhall 
choofe to ilrip you of even the femblance of authority — 
Y914 will tell us, perhaps, that you have been neuter in 
the conteft ; that is to fay, you have not dared to attack 
the Jacobin that only waits to drag you into Haver y till 
be fhall have crufhed thofe with whom you fhould have 
leagued, and who could have defended you or avenged 
your death. — You have lived in peace with the common 
enemy of fociety ! You have fworn to abandon fociety to 
be butchered, thrones to be annihilated and feeptres to be 
fhivered ; and this without fhowing the leaft refiftance. 
■ — Have you made treaties of alliance ? then you have 
fworn to fupport the deftroying hordes, and to contribute 
towards the deftrudion and devaftatiori of fociety. 

You arc fenfible as we are of the fhamc, of the igno- 
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miny, of fuch a neutrality, peace, or alliance-^-Biit a fu« 
perior force commands. . . . Then fay that yon are van-* 
quiflied, that you are a flave to the Se&, and wc (hall 
then afk, if on no occafion a valiant death be preferable 
to flavery ? Is that throne laved, around which you (till 
hover, by per million of the Se£t, merely as the mouths 
piece of its commands ? Are your people faired, who are 
obliged to fully their hands with the crimes inherent to 
Jacobins l Is that (lave free, who, chained to the bench 
of the gallies, can only handle his oars in the fervice of a 
pirate ? If you ftill preferve any glimmerings of Liberty, 
if your ftrength be not entirely exhaufted, rife, Oh I rife 
once more, and fight the battles of fociety !— Could you 
ftill be lead aftray by that flitting femblance of authority 
which the Sad has allowed you, hearken ro Jean de Brie* 
propofing in the name of the S e£t, in the midft of its le- 
giflators, to raife a legion of twelve hundred ojfajfmty and 
to fend them, not to kill one king, but to murder every 
king! Did not thofe legiflators announce to you in terms 
fufficiently clear the fate which they intended for you and 
your people, when they declared that they would frater- 
nize with every nation that wilhed to lhake off its laws 
or rife againft its magiftrates and fovereign ?* WoufW 
you wilh to per fuade yourfelf that there exifts a fingle 
king who is not comprehended within the revolutionary 
profcription, go and aflift at the annual celebration of the 
jfeftival held by the Se£t in honor of the murderers of 
their kingj go and hearken to their conftituted authori- 
ties, and to the ambafladors whom they fend to the neu- 
tral or allied Powers, all folemnly fwearing the oath of 
hatred to royalty. You have feen the adepts teaching in 
the univerfities, that but a few more years will elapfc be- 
fore the laft myfteries of the Se& (hall be accompiiftied ; 
then neither king nor magiftrate (hall exift, nor a fingle 
nation, country, or fociety governed by laws. And with 
fuch a profpe<5t before you, do you ftill hefitate at throw- 
ing afide petty jcuioufies and perfonal interefts ? Shall 
prjtenfions, miftrutts, and enmities, between king and 
king, or nation and nation, difunite you, when fociety 
cadh upon you for the defence not only of your own crown 
but of eveiy crown, not only of your own nation but of 
every nation wherever laws are recognized l 

* Decree of the 9 th November, 179*. 


# 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL PART* 




It is not vet too late. Nations are ftill more powerful 
than the Sea ; let then every nation unite ; let their kings, 
their fenates, their people, join in the common caufe; let 
every man living in the ftatc of fociety confider the war- 
fare waged by the Se<£t againit fociety and property at 
aimed at his own perfon. Shall the heart of the Jacobin 
alone be inflamed by the fire of enthufiafm ? Shall the 
defolation of your country, the deftrudtion of your altars, 
of your laws, of your fortunes, the devaluation of your 
towns and manlions, the tearing away of your children, 
not roufe you from your lethargy ? Shall not fuch fights 
infpire you with courage, are they not inducements for 
(acrifices as powerful at leaft as the enthufiaf n of delirium 
in the Jacobin i Snail it ftill continue to be faid, that the 
Brigands alone know the power and ftrength of union i 
Every where they are one; they have but one obje& in 
View; they all ferve but one and the fimecaufe; tneyare 
brethren wherever they meet, merely T)ecaufe they uni- 
Verfally aim at the deftru&ion of the focial order. May 
chiefs of nations then uniie in one common tie of affec- 
tion ; for it is the common intereft of all and each of 
them to preferve that focial order. Such would be my 
definition of a war of zeal for fociety, a war entirely di- 
rected againft the Se£t, and the only means of depriving 
it of thofo refources which it may have but too plentiful- 
ly drawn from politicians hacknied in wars of vengeance, 
Jealoufy, and ambition, but little accuftomed to the idea of 
fiich facrifices as wars for the general intereft of fociety 
may require. 

When I thus wifh to ftir up all nations to make but 
one power, but one nation in the common caufe; when I 
thus wifh to fee them all actuated by the fame zeal and ar- 
dor for combating the Se&; the reader may be tempted 
to afk me, what is become of the war of humanity, of 
felf-prefervation, that I wifhed to fee oppofed to that war- 
fare of fury, deftru&ion, and of fanguinary rage againft 
fociety ?— Doubtlefs, it muft afflict me thus to found the 
general alarm, which calls your embattled legions into the 
field of Mars; but when we behold thofeof the Sett nur- 
tured on blood and carnage; when thouftnds and hun- 
dreds of thoufands of citizens, whofe fluggard tranquilli- 
ty atid averfion to refiftance could not fave them from fall- 
ing victims; when women, aged parents, and even chil- 
dren, have been butchered fo recently in the mountains 
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of Switzerland, juft as they had been before in the fields 
of La V endec, and in divers parts of F ranee ; when in eve- 
ry country into which the Seel can penetrate, the inha- 
bitants mult either bend the knee to adore the idol, or per- 
i£h beneath the pikes ; who will be the true friend to hu- 
manity ? Will that man fet himfelf down for a friend to 
humanity, and as having preferred fociety, who would let 
the armies of the Sedt fucceffivelv proceed from Brabant 
into Holland, from Savoy into Switzerland, from Pied- 
mont into the Milanois, and from thence to Rome, eve- 
ry where overturning focial order, becaufe the Se& eve- 
ry where met but with a feeble and partial reftftance?— • 
Which then (hall be the true friend to humanity, the man 
who permits the fcourge to extend and ravage all Europe, 
or he who excites you to crufh the germ of fuch horrors? 
Will the preferver of your life be the man who, fearing 
to probe your wound, (kali let mortification engender in 
your flefh; or he who, employing the cauftic or the blade, 
ifrall confume or amputate the decayed part to preferve 
the body? Had the counfellors of fuch a cruel humanity 
forefeen that a Sc&, whofe empire is terror, whofe means 
arc thofe of brigands and aflaflins, was not to be over- 
powered by their perfidious complaifence, what horrors, 
and what rivers of blood, would have been fpared. Wbat 
numberlefs citizens has that reign of terror chained to the 
ftandards of the Seft, citizens even who abhorred it/— 
And what numbers would have joined yourftandard, in 
defiance of the reign of terror, had they feen you waging; 
a war againft the Seft, and not a war of ambition. 1 ne- 
ver affifted at the councils of princes, and am willing to 
believe that my fellow-countrymen have formed an erro- 
neous judgment, and that the reports of partitioning and 
of ambitious views may even have originated with the 
Sedt, f|nce it acquires fuch empire through its means; that 
error has recruited the ranks of the Sedt with foldiers whofe 
courage and lives would have been at your difpofal, had 
you found means of convincing them that you had fled 
to arms folely to vindicate the caufe of monarchy, of their 
religion, and of their laws ; had they not been led to think, 
that b .’tween two enemies they were obliged to repulle 
that winch was coming, not to defend them, but to pro- 
fit by their difienlions, and deliver up their country to pill- 
age, or make them (lure the fate of Venice or Poland! — 
Deprive the Jacobins of this vain pretext; let every peo- 
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pie that groans under the bondage of the Sed learn front 
your candid declarations, fupported by your deeds, that 
you only come as their faviour and liberator, that your 
legions have no other objcd in view than the reftoring 
of them to the bleffings of focial order. 

But whither am I wandering, and what was I about to 
proenife ? Shall the fete of my country, the deftiny of em- 
pires, folely depend on the ftrength of armies? There is 
a war far more terrible than that of brigands, which the 
Sect wages againft us. The amazing progrefs of impi- 
ety, the corruption of morals, and general apoftacy*of an 
age ftyling iifelf the age of Philofophy ; thefe are the real 
arms of the Sed, the grand fource of all misfortunes. Ye 
who may be affrighted at thefe truths becaufe they may 
atfcd you more particularly* turn back to the caufes of 
our misfortunes, and you will trace them all to this apos- 
tacy. 

Infuriate as a demoniac of blafphemy, a difaftrous So- 
ph ifter exclaimed, I will not ferve, my Reafon (hail be 
free. The God of Revelation may perfecute me, but I 
will perfecute him ; I will raife a fchool againft him, I will 
furround myfelf with confpiring adepts, I will fey to them 
Crujh the IVretch — Crufh J — C — . This (chbol was 
eftablifhed on the earth ; kings and great men applauded 
the dodrines of this demoniac; they reliihed them becaufe 
they flattered and unbridled their paflions. This was the 
firft ftep towards the revolution. Do not come and 
plague me with-idle reprefentations ; turn to the archives 
of the impious man whom thou haft idolized; there are 
my proofs. Princes, Nobles, Lords or Knights, fuch w^s 
the crime, I will not fey of each of you in particular, but 
fo predominant among you, that I may in fome fort call 
it the crime of your corps. The minifters of that God 
whom you abandoned admonifhed you of the fcourges 
with which apoftates are threatened, and told you that 
your example would be fetal to your people as well as to 
yourfelves. Do you remember how their menaces were 
received ? Attend for a moment to the ads of that fchool 
which you fet up in oppofition to us. Heaven, in its 
wrath, hsis permitted the offspring of the fophifters to 
multiply like unto the locufts. They thought themfelves 
the Gods of Reafonf they alfo raifed their voices, declar- 
ing that they would not ferve; but, turning their eyes to- 
ward you, they added, oppreffion and tyranny has placed 
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men like unto us upon thrones; chance of bfrdi has made 
men Nobles and Grandees who are not fo good as our- * 
felvcs. They faid it; and that Liberty which you affcrt- 
ed againft your God, when ftimuLted by your paf&ons, 
they now aflert againft you at the inftigation of their pride. 
— They confpire againft the throne and the nobility that 
furrounds it. Abandoned to your blindnefc, you courte- 
oufly received this cloud of fophifters, juft as you had re- 
ceived their progenitor.— The priefts of the living God 
came once more and admonithed you, that this fchool of 
impiety would not only operate the ruin of the church* 
hut fweep away into the common mafs of ruin Kings, 
Princes, Laws, and Magiftrates. Reafon called as loudly 
on you as your priefts; but you had turned away front 
Revelation, and you refuted to hearken to the voice of 
reafon. 

The God whom you daily irritated by your apoftacy 
permitted this cloud of Sophifters to defcend into the a- 
byfs of the Lodges, and there, under pretence of Mafonic 
purfuits, the occult adepts combined their confpiracies 
againft the altar, the throne, and all diftin&ions, with thofe 
of the pretended fages whofe dupes you have been. The 
adepts now multiplied as faft as the Sophifters. — Under 
the aufpices of another pretended Sage, who could im- 
prove on every fpecies of impiety and blafphemy, a new 
Sed is foftered under the name of Illuminees. — Thefe, 
like the hero of your apoftacy, fwore to crufti Chrift, as 
his offspring fwore to crufli you yourfelves ; and in com- 
mon with all brigands, fwore to annihilate the empire of 
the laws. — Such has been the fruit of that Philofophifni 
which you would fo obftinately portray as true wifdom. 
At length to diffipate the illufton,and to call you back to 
the faith of his Gofpel, far more than to avenge himfelf, 
what has your God done? He has filenced his prophets 
and the dodors of his law ; he has faid to them, u Dis- 
continue thofe 1'cfTons with which you combat the deliri- 
um of thefe impious men. They raife their - Reafon up 
againft me ; it is my Son whom they have fworn to cnifh. 
They wifh to reign alone over that people. They have ta- 
ken upon themfclvcs the important tafk of leading them to 
true happinefs ; I will let them ad ; I abandon that peo- 
ple to the wifdom of their new teachers. You, my priefts 
and pontiffs, fly from amidft them, carry away with you 
the Gofpel of my Son. Let their (ages beat down his 
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dhar* ; let them raifc trophies in his temples to their he* 
roes who had fworn to cru(h him ; and let that people 
proceed under the foie dire&ion of the light of their Rea- 
fon. • Begone, retire* together with my Son I abandon 
c both the people and their grandees to their fages; let 
thofe fages be their leaders, fince they turn their backs 
upon me and my Son.’ 9 

Frenchmen, the G«xl of your forefathers has thus fpo*- 
ken. Oh, how deeply and eafily can he confound the 
prudence of prudent men and the wifdom of f ages / Go* 
proceed through that vaft empire which be has abandon- 
ed to your pretended Philofophy. His priefts have aban- 
doned it; his altars are beaten down; his gofpel is no 
longer to be found. Now calculate the crimes and difas- 
ters ! ! Go and wander among thofe ruins, behold thofe 
mazes and fbapelefs heaps of rubbilK. A(k of the people, 
what is become of thofe millions of citizens that former- 
ly thronged in their town6 and fields ; inquire what in* 
undation of Vandals has devaluated their land. What has 
been the fate of that town, that proudly towered in mag- 
nificent palaces, or thofe other towns, the modern rivals 
of ancient Tyre? By what means have thofe riches 
dwindled into nothing that were annually brought from 
the ihores of the eaft, or the Iflcs of the weft. Thofe notes 
of mirth, thofe rural fongs, why have they given place to 
groans and complaints ? Why is that brow, formerly the 
feat of content now knitted and downcaft with terror * 
and why thofe fighs, that even the fear of being heard 
cannot fupprefs! All you inhabitants of France, who 
were formerly fo happy under the laws of your forefa- 
thers, but at prefent vi&ims to all the hoirors of the re- 
volution, have you not among ye its Philofophers, the 
wifdom of its Deifts, of its Atheifts, and of its Philan- 
thropifts ? And you in particular, the difciples, and for a 
long time the zealous protestors of all thefe revolutiona- 
ry fages, how comes it to pafs that you are now difperfed 
on the face of all Europe, poor and defer ted i Js not that 
Philofophy which you fo much idolized now triumphant 
in the very centre of its empire ? 

Ah, how bitter would be fuch language in the mouth 
of a God but too well revenged ! Unhappy victims of 
your confidence in thefe falfe (ages ! You now conceive 
bow terrible it is to be abandoned to the empire of im- 
piety! Confefs at laft, that your credulity, your confi- 
Z z 
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dence in dtefe heroes of Sophiftry has been difeftrous In- 
deed ! They promifed you a revolution of wildoaif of 
light, of virtue ; and they have curfed you with a revo- 
lution of delirium, extravagance and wickedneft. They 
promifed you a i evolution of happinefs, Equality, Li-** 
berty, of the golden age ; and they have brought down 
upon you the moft frightful revolution that a God, juft- 
ly irritated by the priefe and wickednefs of men, has ever 
poured down upon the earth. Such is the end of all that 
impiety which it has pleafed you to ftyle Philofophy. 

Never let any perfon pretend to difpute the prime 
caufe of all our misfortunes. Voltaire and Roufieau are 
the heroes of your revolution, as they were of your Phi- 
lofophifm. It is now time to diffipate the illufion, if you 
wilh to fee the fcourge ceafe, and preferve yourfclf from 
a fimilar danger in future. You muft work a revolution 
that will be the death-blow to that philofophifm of impi- 
ety, if you wilh to appeafe the God who has only permit- 
ted this fcourge to befal man to avenge his Son. It is not 
by perilling in the outrage, by leaving your hearts a 
prey to the prime caufe of all our misfortunes, that you 
will find the termination of them. The great crime of 
the Jacobin is his impiety; his great ftrength refts in 
yours. The powers of hell will fecond him when he 
combats againft Chrift; and will heaven, think ye, de- 
clare for you, fo long as your morals and your faith /ball 
declare you ah enemy to the Son of God ? By your im- 
piety you become the brother of the Jacobin. You are a 
Jacobin of the revolution againft the altar; and it is not 
by perfifting in this hatred againft the altar, that you will 
appeafe the God who avenges the altar by the revolution 
annihilating our thrones and our laws. 

Such is the laft and moft important leflbn that we are 
to derive from thofe fcourges that have befallen us in the 
lame gradation as the fophifters of impiety, the fophifters 
of rebellion, the fophifters of anarchy confpircd.— -O that 
I may have fucceeded, when terminating thefe Memoirs, 
in engraving it deeply on the minds of my readers ! May 
it more particularly contribute to pave the way for the 
reftoration of rtligion, of the laws, and of happindsin my 
country ! — May the refearches that I have made todifeo-, 
ver the caufes of the revolution, be ferviceable to nations 
that may llill preferve themfelves, or rid themfclvcs of 
luch difafters! — Then will that God who has fuppprted 
me in my purfuit, have blefled my labors with an ample 
recompence. 
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NOTE 

For the End of Volume IF \ of the Memoirs illujlrating 
the Hiftory of Jacobinifnu 

O N publifhing the T ranflation of the Firft V olume of 
thefe Memoirs, I declared that I confidered myfelf 
as only fulfilling a duty in laying open fo excellent a work 
to thofe of my countrymen who were not fufficiently vers- 
ed in the French language to read the original. Theob- 
jeft of the Author throughout has been to fhew the uni- 
verfal havockand defolation with which thefe depredato- 
ry Sefts have threatened all Europe; Mine has been to 
excite the vigilant attention of my countrymen, left they 
fall into the Inares that are laid to entrap them. This will, 
I hope, be thought a fufficient reafon for the following 
more circumftantial application to Ireland and Great Bri- 
tain of the dreadful plots that have been detailed in thefe 
Memoirs. 


IRELAND. 

Ireland, ever fince the year 1782, had prefented a per- 
petual fcene of different aflociations for different obje&s. 
The Volunteers had given rife to much debate; the Ro- 
man Catholics had been adively employed in petitioning 
the legiflature for the redrefs of certain grievances under 
which they labored; and their prayer was at length part- 
ly acceeded to. 

The firft appearance, however, of the affociation to 
which we now allude was in June, 1791* The propofals 
for it arc couched in the ftyle and exadt terms of the Hie- 
rophants of Illuminifm. They recommend the formation 
of an affociation, or, as it is ftyled, u a beneficent con- 
cc fpiracy” to ferve the people; affuming tc the fecrecy 
“ and fomewhat of the ceremonial attached to Frcema- 
u fonry/* Secrecy is declared to be neceflary to make 
u the bond of union more cohelive, and the fpirit of uni- 
u on more ardent; to envelope the plan with ambiguity; 
to facilitate its own agency; to confound and terrify 
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44 its enemies by their ignorance of the deiign, extent, and 
44 direction,” &c. Its Ceremonial is alfo Mafbnic, in or- 
der to create enthufiafin. 44 Let every member wear (day 
“ and night) an amulet ftund his neck, containing the 
44 great principle which unites the brotherhood, in letters 
44 of gold, on a ribbon, ftriped with all the original co- 
44 lours, and inclofed in a {heath of white filk, to repre- 
44 fent the pure union of the mingled rays, and the aboli- 
<c tion of all fuperficial diftin&ions, all colours, and (hades 
44 of difference, for the (ake-of one illuftrious End Let 
44 this amulet of union, faith, and honor, pendent from the 
44 neck, and be hound about the body next to the (kin, 
44 and clofe to the heart.” — Mafonic Secrecy, Equality, 
and Union, cannot pofhbly be better deferibed. 

Its members are to be chofen from among men in the 
prime of life, without diftin&ion of religion; true philan- 
thropies, who are not bound down to obedience to that 
44 wizard word empire, nor to the fovereignty of two 
44 founding fyllables;” from among men, in (horr, 44 who 
44 know liberty, who wifh to have it, and who are deter- 
44 mined to live and die free-men, ( vivre litre oh mourir.) 

This affociation (at firft called the Irilh Brotherhood, 
and afterwards the United Irifhmen) 44 will have, it is 
44 faid, an eye provident and profpedfive, a reach and am- 
44 plitude of conception commenfuratc to the progreffive 
c< diffufion of knowledge; — it will make the light of phi- 
c< lanthropy converge.” Its ind is declared to be 44 The 
44 rights of men in Ireland ; the greateft happinefi of the 
44 greateft number in this ifland; the inherent and inde- 
44 feafiblc claims of every tree nation:” For, 44 the rights 
44 of man are the rights of God; and to vindicate the one 
44 is to maintain the other. We muft be free, in order to 
44 ferve him whofe fervice is perfe& freedom.” 

The Hierophant next proceeds toftate,that 44 to form 
c< a fummary of the national will and pleafure in points 
44 moft interefting to national happinefe, and then to put 
44 this doftrine as fpeedily as may be into pra&ice, will be 
< 4 the purpole of ihis Central Society, or Lodge , from 
“which other lodges in the different towns will radiate.” 
.The diftin<5Iions of rank, of property, and of religious 
perfuafions, are to be abolifhed; but whether any thing 
loit of 44 great convulfton ” can effectually and fpeedily 
procure the reform prepofed, is to be, with many other 
Si“P cs Edition, the fubjeft of future difeuffion by 
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The whole bbd y Was to meet four times a year, an& 
the (regulating) committee once a month. Thefe meet~. 
uigs were to be 44 convivial \ conventional, not a debat* 

44 ing fociety \ and confidential, the heart open and the door 
44 locked.” Their external bujtnefs to confift, 44 iff, in 
44 publications to propagate their principles and effe&u- 
44 ate their ends. All papers for this purpofe are to be 
44 fim&ibned by the committee. — 2dly, Communication 
44 with the different towns fo be affiduouily kept up, and 
44 every exertion ufed to accompli fh a National Convex 
44 tion. — 3<ily, Communication with fimilar focieties a- 
44 broad, as the Jacobin Club at Paris* the Revolution* 
44 Society in England, the Committee of Reform itr 
44 Scotland#” * 

Eulogies were to be pronounced (as in the Minerval * 
Schools ) 44 on fuch men as /hall have deferved well of their 
44 country until deaths whofe works (hould live in a li~ 

44 brary to be formed by »he fociety and dedicated to libe** 
44 1 y.” The ariffocracv ( poor dupes) were to be made their 
44 inftruments.” — (Irijh Report , Appendix , No, IP,) — 
Such was the plan on which this aflbciation was to be 
formed, and it was recommended to the people of Belfaft 
by a Mr. Tone. jQn the9th of November, 1791, the day 
on which theaflbciation was inftituted at Dublin, a firai- 
lar invitation was publifhed by it, and was fignedNapper 
Tandy. Thus do we find that Liberty, Equality, Secre- 
cy, Union, ^nd the Righ^.of Man, were the real obje&s 
of this aflociation. It is true that Parliamentary Reform 
and Catholic Emancipation were held out as their only 
objcdtsj but it has fince appeared upon oath, that thefe 
were only pretexts, and that 44 the people in Leinfter, 
44 Munfter, and Connaught did not care the value of a pen, 
44 or the drop of ink it contained, for Parliamentary Re~ 

tk form , or Catholic Emancipation ” ( Appendix , No, 

XXXI, ; 

Their Forms and Regulations were alfo Mafonic. — 
Members were honorary or ordinary, and admitted be- 
tween two fponfors, who vouched for the charadters and ^ 
principles ot the candidates. The fign and word were a- 
dopted. Funds were produced by admiffion f.cs, loans, 
and voluntary contributions of the 44 Ari/hcrats T axes 
alfo of one penny per month were Lvied on the individ- 
uals of the aflociaiion, and were generally tranfm h ted 
through regular gradations to the High Superiors. Many 
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changes, however took place on this fubied, and latter- 
ly three pence periaonth was levied. Thefe funds were 
not even entruftea^> the Provincial Committees; but a 
member of the Executive attended to carry away the mo- 
nies as foon as they were received. It is true, indeed, that 
the Executive acounted to the Provincial Committee once 
every three months. 

A Chairman, or Mailer, prefided over die Lodges, 
whofe duty it was to preferve order and dire& debates; 
he haJ the power of fining refraSory members to the a- 
mount of five {hillings, and even of expelling the member 
if he continues to be contumacious; as alfo to erafe fuch 
members as did not attend their duty after they had been 
ferved with a regular notice. Officers were appointed, 
and the fccretaries always belonged to a higher degree.— 
The concatenation of the degrees perfc&ly coincides with 
Weilhaupt's plan, as the following fcale of correfpond- 
once (of National, Provincial, County, and Baronial 
Committees, emanating from the Individual Societies) 
Will demonftnate. 


N 
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When an Individual Society amounted to thirty-fix 
members, it was equally divided by lot. The firft eigh- 
teen drawn by the Secretary were confidered as the fenior 
fociety, the remaining eighteen formed the junior fplit, 
and received its number from the Baronial Committee 
through the medium of the fenior fplit. 

: The Baronial Committee was compofed of the fecrc- 
taries, treafurers, and a delegate from each individual 
fociety under their dire&ion. The County and Provincial 
Committees were to be compofjd of the fecretaries, trea- 
furers, and a delegate from the Committees immediately 
under them, — ( Ibid. No. II. ) Ireland was fubdivided in- 
tQ its four Provinces, and its thirty-two Counties; but 
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as foon as two County Committees were formed, the Pro- 
vincial Committee of that province was to be chofen— * 
When two Provincial Committees had been elefted, the 
National was formed of five members from each Provin- 
cial Committee- 

No perfon whatever could mention the names of com* 
mittee-menj they were not even known to thofe who had 
eledted them in the xafe of the National or Executive 
Committee, the fecretaries of the Provincial that examin- 
ed the ballot only informing the perfons who had the ma- 
jority of votes, without reporting to the Eleftors. Thus 
was the fociety entirely governed by unknown Superiors. 

When any queftions were propofed in an inferior focie- 
ty, and this iociety wilhed to tranfmit them to other fo- 
cieties (either to get information on the fubjeft, or for any 
other reafon) it was to fend them to the committee under 
whofc immediate direftion it might be* 

Strange members were admitted to the meetings, (dr* 
as they termed it, 44 to the honors of the fitting f) on pro-* 
ducing their credentials \ but the Secretaries made no re- 
turns in their prefence. 

A teft was taken by every candidate previous to his ad- 
mi flion, in a feparate room, in prefence of his two fpon- 
fors, and of a member delegated by the Mafter for that 
purpofe. The tell was declared to be cc a facial and fa - 
cred compaft” and was in the words following: w I A. B . 
44 do voluntarily declare, that I will perfevere in endeavor- 
u ing to form a brotherhood of affeftion among Iriflimen 
44 of every religious periuafion, and that I will alfo perfe-. 
44 vere in my endeavors to obtain an equal, full, and adc- 
u quate reprefentauon of all the people of Ireland. I do 
44 farther declare, that neither hopes nor fears, rewards not; 
u punilhments, (hall ever induce me, direftlyor indireft- 
44 ly to inform or give evidence againft any member 01; 
44 members of this or fimilar focieties, for any aft or ex- 
44 preflion of theirs done or made collcftively or individ- 
44 ually, in or out of this fociety, in purfuanccof the fpirit 
44 of this obligation.” — ( Ibid. No, II. ) 

Dublin, Bclfaft, and Newry, were now become the 
head-quarters of the new conspiracy. The latter town 
even enjoyed the exclufive privilege of printing the con-* 
ftitutions of the aflbeiation, till by a decree of the yth De- 
cember 1796, it was refolved, that they (hould be printed 
in three different parts of the Kingdom for conveniency's 
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fake. A delegate was alfo deputed from thence into the 
bounty of Cavan and the province of Leinfter, where he 
founded a number of focieties. The whole county of 
‘Antrim was foon in a ferment ; its inhabitants were dfs- 
fenters, whofe religious tenets bordered on democracy.— 
T*he new-fangled Rights of Man began to be the favorite 
theme of all t \c difeontented m Europe; Paine’s Works 
•were profufei y diftributed among the Irifc ; publications 
of all forts and fizes were circulated, holding out 44 Ign *- 
44 ranee as the demon of difeord— Union, as power, wis- 
44 dom, and the road to liberty,” and teaching the rifing 
brotherhood 44 that a more unjuft conftitution could not 
44 be devifed, than that which condemned the natives of a 
44 country to perpetual fervitude under the arbitrary 6o+ 
u minion of (laves and ftrangers ; — that the firft and iiW 
u difpenfable condition of the laws in a free ftate is, the 
44 affent of thofe whofe obedience they require — that the 
* 4 will of the nation muft be declared. — Away from us 
44 (cries the Hierophant) and from our children thofe pu- 
44 crife antipathies fo unworthy the manhood of nations, 
u which infulate man as well as countries, and drive the 
44 citizen back to the favage.” No longer (hall man con- 
fine his attention to fome few fragments of the temple of 
Liberty. In future, 44 the ample earth is to be its area, 
44 and the arch of heaven its dome .” — ( Ibid No v F . ) — - 
The means of accompli (bing thefe great things were the 
union of the whole people; and England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, were fimuitaneoufly to raife their voice. In Ihorr, 
the clergy, gentry, and government, were held out as the 
real opprdlors of the people ; and thus were all the prin- 
ciples of anarchy and deftru&ion of property to be infufed 
into that fame people. Clubs and meetings were held un- 
der various denominations ; the Defenders were invited to 
unite and make a common caufe ; and the County Com- 
mittees were particularly entrufted with the care of mak- 
ing an union between the Orange Men and the Catho- 
lics, though great precaution was to be obferved in fpeak- 
ing of the latter, left the Proteftants fhould take alarm. 
Union among themfelves and difaffe&ion to government 
was to conftitute their whole ftrength. It was feared that 
die Catholic Clergy would impede their liniftcr defigns; 
reports were fpread, 44 that the titular Bifhops had been 
44 fummoned before the Privy Council, and that they had 
44 received a bribe of five hundred guineas ; that they 
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* were to fummon all their Priefts, and command thern 
a to do all in their power to difeover fuch of their flock 

* as were United Irilhmen, or had any connexion with 
a fuch .”— ( Ibid No . It ).— In thofe parts where thq 
whole population was Catholic, hand-bills were diftribu- 
ted, purporting to be the Conftitution of the Orange 
Men, which wa? death and deftru&ion to every Catholic j 
for, if the common people could be once ftirred up to re- 
bellion, it waseafy to turn their minds againft government 
as the centre of the Orange union (and what great weight 
mult this aflfertion have lately acquired, when that badge 
was worn by perfons whofe duty it is to be ever above 
party prejudice!) while, as in the county of Armagh, 
which had been the feene of much ftrife between the con- 
tending parties, the $e£t fucceeded in uniting and leaguing 
them in one common caufe againft thofe who were held 
Out as the oppreffors of the date. 

The chain of correfpondence once perfectly eftablifhed* 
rommunications were opened with England and Scotland, 
and negotiations carried on with the French during the 
laft fix months of 1795; and in April 1796 the outlines 
of a Treaty with France was drawn up by the National 
Committee, and tranfmitted to the French Direftory.^ 

In the mean time the Se<ft continued to propagate its 
principles and enroll recruits, and on the 8th of Novem- 
ber all the aflbeiations received orders to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to rife, and to procure arms and ammunition, 
as the French were immediately expected. 

On the 24th of December the French really did make 
their appearance at Bantry ; and, ft range to fay, they were 
not feconded in their attempts by the people, who uni- 
verfally rofe in the South to oppofe their invaders; but 
this is accounted for in a ftill more extraordinary manner. 

The Executive had received news, tfyat the F rench had 
deferred their expedition till fpring; this circumftance 
threw them “ off their gpard, and in confequence of it 
w no meafures were taken to prepare the people for the 
16 reception of the French army. The people were left to 
M themfelves I hope in God that this avowal, made by 
one or their intended Governors, may prove a whqjefonrie 
leflon to that fame people, and encourage them to follow 
the loyal and genuine dictates of their hearts.— ( Ibidem , 

No. XXXI). 

In future, the bufinefs that will chiefly occupy the 
A a a 
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Committees will be reports on men, arms, and money, 
which latter article appears to have been a fubjedt of great 
contention. Each degree thought itfelf intitled to dis*. 
pofe of at lead a part of their funds; and fiich had been 
the law originally ; but the High Superiors found it ne- 
celTary to declare, that no Committee below the County 
fhould be empowered to difpofe of the funds. Soon after 
this power was confined to the Provincial, and ultimately 
one of the Executive Diredfcors always attended at the 
Provincial Committee to carry away with him to the Na- 
tional Committee whatever contributions had been levied 
on the brotherhood. The jealoufy of the brotherhood 
obliged the National Committee at one time to iffue a 
proclamation, declaring that not 4< one penny of their mo- 
ney had been expended any other way than that it was 
intended for” The vigilance of Government gready 
contributed to augment die expenfes of the SeS, as ma- 
ny of the members were taken up and brought to trial. 
Thefe were defended at the expenfe of the brotherhood, 
A regular Committee for the defence of prifoners travel- 
led the ciicuits ; and the eminent talents of Mr. Curran 
(employed at a great expenfe) will ever ftand a voucher 
that juftice was done the prifoners wherever he was pre- 
fenr. Large fums were fubferibed by all dalles, and the 
duped ariftocrats (or, as one of the fecretaries ftyles them, 
the jfrajiorruks) contributed at one fingle fubfeription, 
in the county of Antrim, 374I. At the fpring affizes of 
1797, held in the county of Down, 750I. were expend- 
ed, and a fafe conveyance had been procured to the pri- 
foners that were confined in the jail of that county.— 
This, however, was not the only means of defence cfevi- 
fed ; for it was given as the opinion of a County Com- 
mittee, 44 that if there is any United Irilhmen on the ju- 
44 ry that will commit any of the prifoners that is confi- 
44 ned for being United Irilhmen, ought to lofe their ex- 
44 ijlence” The expenfes became fo heavy at length, 
from buying arms and iupporting and defending prifoners, 
that a lottery was fet on foot; but what reader would fus- 
pedf (as was really the fad!) that this meafure was ob- 
jedled to, on the plea that it encouraged the immorality of 
the people ? 

To return to the new military organization of the Sedh 
It was ordered, that every Baronial Committee fhould 
form its three individual locieties into a company of one 
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hundred men, choofing one captain, two lieutenants, and 
five fergeants ; total 108. The reader has already feen 
how exa&ly the correfponding fcale coincided with Wei- 
(haupt's Illuminifm; but when the military formation be- 
gan to take effc£l, and the numbers increafed beyond all 
expectation, it was deemed neceflary to extend and change 
certain parts of this fcale. Greater danger attending the 
.taking of arms, the individual focieties began to fplit as 
foon as their numbers amounted to twelve. Thefe were 
to be near neighbors, the better to watch over each other's 
a&ions and to enfure fecrecy. The fecretaries alone were 
to form the higher committees. They were the bearers 
of all orders from the higher to the lower degrees; they 
reported the progrefs made by, and the views of, the Se&, 
in as much as it was thought neceflary to let them into 
the fecret; for we find that even the County Commit- 
tees were not in the fecret as to the nature of the en- 
gagements entered into with the French. What unhap- 
py deluded people then were the lower aflociators, who 
were informed of nothing, but were to be the mere agents 
of rebellion and murder, and were hurried on into this 
abyfs of horrors by a few political libertines who grafp- 
ed at dominion, and wifhed to wade to the helm of the 
ftate through the blood of their countrymen ! Ncverthe- 
lefs every petty piece of information that was tranfmitted 
to the lower degrees was ftyled a Report to their Conjli - 
tuents. 

According to the new fcale it was ordained, that ten 
Individual Societies fhould be under the direction of one 
Baronial Committee \ ten Baronials to one upper Baro- 
nial ; and in large towns ten upper Baronials to one 
Dijlrift, But as foon as a County contained four or more 
DiftriCt Committees, the County Committee was creat- 
ed. When committees had been appointed in two coun- 
ties, the Provincial Committee was formed of two dele- 
gates from each, and the National Committee (or the Ex- 
ecutive) of five delegates from each of the four Provin- 
cial Committees, though the National Committee was 
formed as foon as two Provincial Committees had been 
ele&ed. A part of this Executive was ftationary in each 
province; and it appears that Dublin, Cork, and Gal- 
way, were their refidencc in three provinces; hut with 
refpe<£t to Ulfter, it does not appear whether Bel fall, Ar- 
magh, or Newry, could claim the honor. From this new 
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formation, each upper Baronial will be found ter contain 
a regiment. — ( Ibid. XXIV. ) 

One Individual Society | i* Med. 

One Baronial I 10 I no 
One upper Baronial | io | 100 | nod 

The captains defied the colonels, and the latter prd- 
pofed three perfons, one of whom was created adjutant- 
general by the national committee. It may not be impro- 
per here to remark the care with which thefe higher con- 
spirators fought to preferve their authority in their own 
hands, even in cafe of a revolution; for when there was a 
queftion afterward of forming a National Afifembly, it was 
refolved that each of the thirty two counties (hould de- 
pute one perfon to be added to the Executive, all lower 
focieties being caft out of the balance, and only to be con- 
fide red as agents, who, after having been robbed of every 
moral and civil virtue, were to raife on high their fangui- 
nary chiefs and feducers, glutted with the blood of their 
lawful governors. 

Here we fee the amazing progrefs made, and the great 
power acquired fince the 9th of November, 1791. Every 
thing now took a ferious and military turn. The new- 
ele&ed officers were injlrufted to Jludy taffies and acquire 
every fpecies of military information with refped to roads, 
magazines, mills, &c. Plans were devifed for the fupport 
of the wives and children w during the exertions of the Bra- 
u therhood in the field” Every thing that could thwart 
government was difeufled and refolved. The confump*- 
tion of fpirits was prohibited, in order to hurt the excife; 
bank-notes were cried down; and even the buying of 
quit-rents was exprefsly forbidden. In the mean time the 
High Superiors law that this armed mob could not be 
competent of themfelvcs to cope with the king's troops; 
a means of debauching the latter from their allegiance 
was therefore contrived. Hand-bills were privily circu- 
lated, holding out their officers M as tyrants that had re- 
u belled againft the rights of man , and whofe orders were 
u damnable bills, in fhort of the moft inflammatory na- 
ture were difperfed among the military by the towns- 
people, who were charged with the fedu&ion of the troops 
of their garrifon. They fwore-in fome few of the foldiers; 
the le fv/oie others; and when their number was fuffi- 
'cienr, lbcictics was formed in the regiments. Here again 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL PART. 


373 


we find the fign and wordy which were changed every 
month; the catechifm for recognizing a true brother; and 
the oath, which was, 44 to be true to the French Repub*- 
44 lie, and to take the life of any man who would attempt 
44 to difeover.” . . . — The rule for reckoning on friends 
among the military was, <c that in cafe the perfon fworn 
44 is an United Irifhman, and has not taken any a<9ive fteps 
44 againft the body or any of its members, out of the line 
44 of his profejftony he was to be deemed ftill the F riend of 
44 the United Irifhmen.” — ( Ibid, Itfo. XIV , ) — The bet- 
ter to propagate the fyftem, it was held out to the mili- 
tary, a that when the F rench (hould come, the foldicrs 
44 were to be fuch as them ; that there were to be no 
44 richybut all Equality; and that there was no ufe 
tc in their going againtl the French, becauu when all the 
44 Powers were againft them, they could make no hand 
44 of them.” — They were alio tampered with refpe&ing 
their pay. When all this had fufficiently fucceeded, 44 a 
44 foldier in each company was appointed to make a re- 
tc turn of united men in his refpe&ive company, while 
44 two of the fteadieft men,” from each regiment, 44 were 
44 employed to carry thefe returns” to the towns-people. 
Thefe, in return* informed them of the progrefs made by 
the Se£t in Ireland, and of its numbers on board the En~ 
glijh and Ftench fleet; as alfo of all kinds of news from 
the latter. A plan was fettled, 44 that upon a fignal given, 
tc (and this was fetting fire to a houfe, or fome fuch to- 
44 ken,) if it was by day-light, the men (hould turn out 
44 of the ranks ; and if it was by night, and it could be fo 
44 contrived, an United Irifhman (hould be fentry at the 
44 gate, who was to fell the barracks; and fuch United 
44 Irifhmen as were within the barracks were to exert 
44 themfelves in feizing fuch arms and ammunition within 
44 as they could get. — If there were but thirty friends in 
44 the barracks, by having them difperfed up and down in 
44 the rooms, when the attack was to be made, they could 
44 give the arms to the towns-people.” — If any part of the 
garrifon were not to be depended upon, the cannons feiz- 
ed were to be pointed on the barracks, or whole corps 
were to be cut off for refufing to coalefce with them. — 
Some of the brotherhood even went fo far as to attempt 
to fet fire to the (lores; but the burning coals were luck- 
ily difeovered, by a dragoon. Such was the plan for gar- 
rifons and towns; the mode of proceeding in camp is ex- 
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emplified in that of Bandon: 44 On the iftof July, 1797, 
u the country was to be fct on fire on both ends, and in 
44 the middle; and then, with what friends Mr. O'Brien, 
44 near Bandon, could fend them, and what friends they 
44 had in camp, about Four Hundred, they intended firft 
u taking the cannon, and then taking the bell-tents, with 
44 the fmall arms, which they would give to the country 
44 people tent by Mr. O’Brien, and then go put General 
44 Code and as many officers as they could to death y and 
44 retreat to Bantrv, take pofleflion of the battery, and 
44 keep it, if poinble, till the French would land.” It ap- 
peared that, at a future time, when a riling was alfo to 
have taken place, that the foldiers were to put all their 
tfficers to death , and the yeomanry alfo if they oppofed them* 
In return for fo fignal a fervice, the town of SkibbereeO 
was to be given up to the foldiers for pillage during eight 
hours . — ( Ihid. XXIX \ ) Thus do we fee the gradual pro- 
gress of this horrid allocation toward its cruel and fangui- 
nary objeft— the great end ! !-— The committees in 
future proceed with the greateft eagemefs to prepare every 
thing that can involve their country in rebellion and blood- 
fhed. After the example of the bloody Marat, and accord- 
ing to the true principles of the Se<ft,a paper, entitled, the 
Union Star, was publifhed at Belfaft, printed only on 
one fide, fo that it could be palled on the walls of the 
ftreets. — Let this paper deferibe itfelf: — 44 As the Union 
44 Star is an official paper (of the Brotherhood) themana- 
44 gers promife the public that no chara&crs (hall be ha- 
44 zarded but fuch as are denounced by authority, as bc- 
44 ing the partners and creatures of Pitt and his ianguina- 
44 ry journeyman Luttrell.” (that is to fay. Lord Car- 
44 hampton, the commander in chief.) 44 The Star offers to 
44 public juftice the following deteftable traitors, as fpieS 
44 and perjured informers. Perhaps fome arm more lucky 
44 than the reft may reach their hearts, and free the world 
44 from bondage.” Then was given a lift of proferi prions, 
exa&lv luch as Marat gave when he ftyled hirafelf the 
political calculator , becaufc, when four men had been torn 
to pieces by the demoniacs of Paris, he ftated, that fub- 
tracting 4 from 30,000 there ftill remained 29,996 aris- 
tocrats to fall beneach the national vengeance. Now this 
official writer, in his frantic rage, thus addrclfes his Sove- 
reign: 4t Let the indignation of man be raifed again ft the 
44 impious wretch who profanely alfumes the title of reiga- 
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u ing by the grace of God, and impudently tells the world 
44 he can do no wrong. — Oh, man ! or rather lefs,-* •* -Oh 
44 king ! will the fmothered groans of my countrymen, 
44 who, in thy name, fill the innumerable dungeons you 
44 have made, for offer ting the rights of man , be confid- 
w ered no wrongs?— Go, impious blalphemer! and your 
44 hypocritical focerers,^ the fate Philosophy, Juftice, 
<c and Liberty configns thee. ’Tis inevitable, thy im- 
44 pofitions are deteCled; thy kind have been brought to 
44 juftice. The firft pofleflor of thy trade has recently bled 
44 for the crimes of the craft.— We appeal to thy noble 
44 and venerated name, O Brutus ! who bravely affaflin- 
44 ated the tyrant of your country amidft his cohorts, and 
44 in the prefence of his penfioned fenate .” — ( XXVI l. ) 

Thefe are literal extrails from this papers and no 

Knight Kadofch of Mafonry, nor Man-king of ilium in- 
ifn could hold more violent language. — Another paper, 
nearly as wild, called The Press, was publifhed by Mr. 
Arthur O’Conner, with a fimilar view of inflaming the 
minds of the people. The violence of his own productions 
maybe prefumed from the fentence he pafles on all the mod 
violent papers of England in his letter to his Brother.— 
44 We (Burdett and himfelf) ordered you the Courier; 
44 as to the morning papers they are mere lumber in your 
44 office; fo we did not fend you more than the Courier, 
cc as in the bufinefs of the Prefs we found it ufclefs to have 
cc any other .” — ( Trials at Maid/lone.) * 

The Committees continued to receive daily reports of 
the motions and determinations of their allies, the F rench ; 
of their friends in England and in Scotland; and of the 
immenfe progrefs that the Sect was making. November, 
1796, they are informed, 44 that four new Societies are 
44 organized in Scotland , and that the County of Kerry 
44 Militia required one hundred conftitutions for their own 
44 ufe.” — In April, 1797, 4< that their numbers are im- 
44 menfe in Leinfter, though unacquainted with thefys- 
44 tem of organization. InlJlfter there were 1 16,844 men 
44 organized.”* 

• The refolutions entered into by the united focieties of 
Donaghadee and its vicinity (and feized 00 the 14th of April, 
1797) are too explicit to be omitted here. They refbl?ed* that 

•* all power is radically in the people that “ at the prefent 
“ crifu the people being united fhould arm, chufe their officers* 

1 “ and take a firft# iecond, and third requiiition of fuch as are 
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In May, a new fccne opens itfelf, which unfortunately^ 
fhews us, that the Irtfh Brotherhood were noftrangers to 
deliberate affaflination. — Between the hours of eight and 
nine of a Sunday morning, the 7th of May, 1797,2 man 
of the name of James Dunn (a imith and farrier, who had 
been in Lord Carhampton’s fervice for the fpacc of fif- 
teen years, and lived in a houfe at his lordfhip’s park- 
gate) prefented himfelf at a Baronial Committee , held in 
a public-houfr, Strand-ftrcet, Dublin. Maurice Dunn, 
the keeper of the houfe, was his fponfor, and <c would en- 
a gage his life for him that he was up or Jlrgight Here- 
upon the figns of the Brotherhood were put to him; and 
having, by his anfwers, proved that he was a true and ac- 
cepted Brother, the chairman took the chair. James Dunn 
then fubmitted to the Society, w that he and a few more 
u friends were thinking o {doing out ( (hooting J Carhamp- 
c< ton, becaufe he was a great hindrance to matters get- 
u ting forward.” This news electrified the whole com- 
mittee with joy. — One exclaimed, w It is great news.** 
— w It is glorious news,” cried another: cc It is the beft 
fi news we have heard yet,” faid a third : and a fourth de- 
clared, that w it would do more for the caufe than had 
u ever been done before.” Dunn then mentioned a nar- 
row part of the road leading to Luttrelftown, and a (tone 
wall from whence he might have a flap at Lord Carhamp- 
ton, who, he faid, was damned wary , and always carried 
piltols with him ; but one good blunderbufs would do as 
much as ten piftols. He then declared that four friends, 
John Broderick, Peter Reilly, Patrick Caity, and EJd. 
Martin, had engaged to join him; on which the Commit- 
tee named feven of their members to deliberate on fo im- 
portant a bufinefs, and ordered them to meet at feven 

able to go forth to war in defence of their tights as men ;** 
that “ if any prove hoftile to liberty, their eftates or property 
4 ‘ fhall be confifcated, and converted to the national fund.”— 
^11 enemies to the caufe were to be tried by a jury, “ accord- 
u ingtothe law then exiftingf* and a Revolutionary Commit- 
tee was to be eftablifhed. It is true, that this patriotic zeal was 
condemned by the Provincial Committee as premature ; but it 
is to be remembered, that the High Superiors of the Se& feared 
nothing but a premature infurre<ftion ; “ for (fay they), by that 
44 means Government would have it in their power to put us 
44 down, never to rife, at Jeaft for a century; and likewife we 

have paid a great deal of money to the people in gaol, aod 
■ • it will take a large Aim of money to aifift them all winter.** 
— ( Appendix No. II J . 
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o’clock the fame evening, when Dunn and his compa- 
nions were to attend. The cuftomary oath of fecrecy was 
taken by all prcfent, to the number of 17 ; they then part- 
ed, after giving as the new word w a good act.” — At 
feven in the evening the delegated members met, one ex- 
. cepted. The oath of fecrecy having been adminiftered to 
the four friends, they were introduced. Thomas Byrne 
then faid, “ I fuppofe thofe are friends and gentlemen ; — ■ 
u I fuppofe we all underftand what we are met about?” 
— w If they were not,” anfwered Dunn, u I would not 
tc bring them here.”— <c We know the bufinefs we are 
cc metabout (fays Byrne) ; let us proceed.” V arious plans 
were then propofed for doing his Lordfhip out . — Dunn 
repeated his; Byrne would have at leaft a party of nine 
mounted; but John Ferral, with fanguinary zeal, infilled 
that ev^ry perfon prefent fliould partake of the foul deed ; 
and his opinion was adopted. Another refolution propos- 
ed by Byrne then pafTed: w That three at leaft fhould go 
u out difguifed with loofe coats and blunderbuiTcs; and 
<c the reft, as yeoman cavalry, to be armed with piftols.” 
—The plan of execution was, that w thofe with blun- 
<c derbufles were to come at the back of the carriage and 
44 to fire in; thofe with the piftols were then to ride on, 
w and fire in at the windows, left the fire from behind 
44 fhould not have taken effect; and a$ they pafTed the 
44 footman and poJliUion they were alfo to difpatch them j 
44 they were then to recharge their pieces, ride on in a 
44 body towards Dublin, and keep together, fo as to fe- 
u cure their retreat.” A new oath was then taken, 44 to 
u be (launch and fteady, and true to one another in the 
bufinefs.” — When the book came to John Ferral, he 
enthufiaftically exclaimed, 44 If this bufinefs mifles,if pro- 
u vifton be made for my family, I will undertake to do 
<c him in the ftreets.” Several meetings were afterwards 
held on the fubjedt; for never was a murder more deli- 
berately planned.— Money being neceffary for procuring 
arms, the chairman of the committee applied to the Baro- 
nial Secretary, who referred him to the Treafurer; and 
the Sunday after (May 14) James Dunn and Patrick Car- 
ty were arrefted in the Phoenix- Park. Carty had, togeth- 
er with his father (a Chelfea penfioner) been a conftant 
laborer on Lord Carhampton’s demefne, and had a houle 
rent-free. The day after the arreft Lord Carhampton vw 
fited Dunn in prifon, in the hope that he would difeover 
B bb 
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what had become of the three other aflaffinS, hilt he re- 
ceived no fatisfa&ory anfwer. On his Lordfliip express- 
ing his furprize that the prifoner Ihould be capable of f© 
atrocious a deed, the alfaflin anfwered, that 44 he thought 
“ it was a good a£i\ that he had no perional diflike to his 
44 Lordfhip, and would never execute it alone , but with 
44 his party; that he had never fuffered any injury from 
44 him ; but that he was fworn to execute it, and if he were 
44 out of that (the prifon) he would execute it if he could/* 
As to the murdering the poor innocent poftillion, tt it 
w was to do the thing completely.” — After this sire we to 
be /urprized at the horrid murders that have taken place.' 
Lord Carhampton, feme time after the arreft of the fon, 
had an interview with Carty, the father, and told him, 
44 that if his fon Would give examinations, he was inclined 
44 to let him do fo; and in that cafe he thought his life 
44 might be fived ; and he defired the father would tell the 
44 fon fo.” — The father faid, 44 he was apprehend Ve, that 
44 if his fon gave examinations, he would be murdered.” 
I have dwelt on this example, as it was the fubjett of a 
trial, in which the Attorney-General profecuted for the 
crown, and four counfei attended on the part of the pri- 
foner, Mr. Curran, Mr. M‘Nally, Mr. Greene, and Mr. 
Emmett, who had himfelf been a member of the Execu- 
tive Directory from January to the beginning of May.— 
Such able counfei, and fo public a trial, will ever ftamp 
this as an authentic document. — ( See Report of the Trials 
of Carty and Dunn , publijhed by Ridgeway .) 

In June, the captains were informed, that the national 
committee had been fitting fifteen days; but as only ten 
thoufand men of the County of Antrim would rife, the 
bu finds was retarded. The colonels of the County of 
Down were unanimous for the rifing. In July thtir hopes 
were buoyed up by an intimation that 75,000 men were 
embarked at the Texd for Ireland; but thefe were irre^ 
parably broken by the immortal Duncan on the 1 1th of 
October. 

In Auguft they received news, that a number of focie- 
ties had been formed in North America , and that thefe had 
tranfmitted 21 1 dollars to their Brethren in Ireland.— In 
Odober a perion, juft arrived from Scotland, attended at 
the county meeting, held at Down Patrick, and u Jhewed 
44 a Scotch con/?itution y which vjas> WORD FOR WORD, 
44 the fame as the Irijh\ only that the words North 
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& BftlT0>*8 Win put in the place ^Irishmen.” No- 
vember i+th, inquiries were made of the delegates of the 
Proyioce of Ulfter, 44 whether they thought that they 
44 could difarm the military within themfelves; and they 
44 all faid that they could, except Armagh .”-~(Appendix % 
No. X 1 V.)~— On the 28th of December, 44 One confti- 
44 tutipn was voted to a member, to be given to part of 
<c a Jbip's company lying in Belfaft Lough, for the propa- 
44 gation of the general principle.”— At the Provincial 
Meeting for Ulfler, held the jft of February, 1798, it 
was reported, that cc three delegates (of whom the unfor- 
44 tunate Quigley, fmee executed at Maidllone, was one) 
hadjuft arrived from France; that the French were go- 
“ ing on with expedition; and that it was in a great- 
ly er ftate of forwardnefs than wa 9 expe&ed; but what 
44 was moft flattering, was, that three delegates had been 
44 Jent from the Vnited Britons to the Irijh National 
44 Committee \ and that from that very moment they were 
44 1 ? confider England, Scotland, ^WIreland, as 
44 one people acting for one common caufe: There were 
44 Legiflators now chofen from the three kingdoms to a£l 
5 * as an executive for the whole.' 7 — They were alfo in- 
formed, that Quigley and one Arthur Mac Mahon, of 
Hollywood, had been the two principal perfons who dur~ 
ing the preceding fummer , had opened the communication 
with the United Tritons— ( Ibid, ) The delegates from - 
England brought .an addrefs from the United Britons to 
the United Iriflj. In high flown and patriotic language, 
the United Britons informed their fellow men, that 
^ various political focieties had been inftituted for the pur- 
li pofe of REFORM.— -But they had vanifliecl, or difeon- 
44 tinned their exertions. The London Correspond- 
44 ing Society , and other focieties in union with it, had 
44 rifen upon their ruins.” That England was never with- 
out friends to fubftantial Liberty; but that the flame of 
Liberty had been for a long time fmothered, 44 till the 
44 French revolution again fanned its dying embers into a 
44 glow, which, they hoped and trufted, would never be 
44 extinguilhed. — *Our numbers (fay they) are immenfe, 

14 our influence ftill more confiderable, and our fintiments 
44 accord with yours. We are unthinned by the tyranny 
44 of the law or of the fword.— Our delegate is entrulted 
44 to lay before you our proceedings.” And they conclude, 

44 .With bell willies for the amelioration of the condition 
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a of man, and hopes that your exertions and virtues, aid- 
c< ed by an united people, will fpeedilj emancipate your 
u country: — We remain, in bonds of Brotherhood and 
44 Union, 

u Yours fraternally.” 

Friday , Jan. 5, 1 798. 

( Seal ) 

It appears on the evidence of John Hughes, ( Lorit r 
No. /.) a printer of Belfaft, that the delegate was a Mr. 
Bonham , who was accompanied by Citizen Baily and the 
younger Binns. The latter, who was introduced to Hughes 
by Quigley, faid that he had diftributed mod of the print- 
ed adcirdfes, and defired to have an edition of them print- 
ed. Accordingly a thoufand were printed, and three gui- 
neas paid for them by a perfon of Belfaft. 

During this month a regular military committee was 
appointed by the Executive, <c to coniider and digeft fuch 
<c plans, and diredt the military force in fuch manner, as 
c< might be neccfTary in cafe of infurredtion; ;and in cafe 
<c of invafion to co-operate with the French.” 

On the 27th of February it was reported, that the As- 
fociation had at that time fourteen delegates in France, 
and that there had been held in London a meeting of all 
the delegates of England and Scotland. In March, tho 
brotherhood of the Province of Leinfter fuftained a con- 
fiderable Ihock, by the arreft of fome of its leading mem- 
bers; but on the 25th of the fame month it appears, that 
<c the Provincial Committee of Leinfter had perfectly re- 
a covered from the ihock ; they (the delegates of Leins- 
“ ter) were only four days from the time they were tak- 
“ en before they had the whole province in a complete 
u ftatc of organization; the Government had alfo taken 
u three of the Executive, but there were three appointed 
a in their place the very evening after they were taken.** 
How truly does this demonftrate Weilhaupt’s aflertion, 
that when he once has properly organized his bands, he 
will bid defiance to all his opponents. 

Another principle of that prototype of rebellion had, un- 
fortunately, been too well underftood by the founders of 
the Irilli brotherhood, and that was to make themfelvts 
mafters of the education of youth. Many fchoolmafters 
(as I have been credibly informed) have (hewn them- 
lelves extremely a&ivc in the whole courfe of this unfor- 
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tunate affair. The very firft man who was tried and exe- 
cuted in Ireland, for fwearing in the deluded Irifli to be 
true to the French , was a fchool matter called Laurence 
O’Connor. — The following are extraSs from his papers, 
and proved on his trial: 44 I, A. B. do fwear in the pre- 
44 fence of Almighty God, that 1 will be true to the pre - 
“fent United States of France and Ireland , and every 
44 other Kingdom in Chrijlianity , without its being hurc- 
44 fill to foul or body, as long as they prove fo to me.— 
44 And that / will not come as evidence againft any of my 
44 brethren or committees, in any court or place whatfo- 
44 ever, excepting in court-martial, under penalty of be- 
44 ing excluded, or death without mercy . — All brothers to 
44 live lovingly and harmonioufly, and quarrellous to be 
44 excluded, as the Committee thinks proper.” 

44 Thefe articles are according to the Foreign United 
44 States of France and Ireland, by order of our commit- 
44 tee of L. G. No. 16.” 

A fecond paper was in thefe words : 44 The bearer , A. 
44 B, was initiated into our fublime degree of L. L. L. by 
44 me C. D.” 

There was alfo found on the prifoner three regular cer- 
tificates, one of Free Mafons y a fecond of Royal Arch , and 
a third of Knights Templars , fhowing that O’Connor 
was of tbefe Orders.. One of the Counfel attempted to 
explain away the oath, reprefenting it as 44 the mere rhap- 
fody of a warm imagination, ufed to exercife itfelf on Ma- 
fonic mydenes;” he reprefented to the jury, that 44 it 
would be a cruel verdi& indeed that would convi&a man 
of high treafon, merely for ujing a few cabalijlical words 
and fymbols”—~\ will venture to affirm, that fhould the 
learned counfel ever chance to perufe the Memoirs of fa- 
cobinifm y he will have a clearer infight into the Caufe he 
bad to defend, than when at Naas at the adjournment of 
the fummer affizes in 1 795. — ( See his Trial ) 

What a melancholy lecne did the feat of fcience (I mean 
the Univerfity of Dublin) prefent, when on the 19th, 
20th, and 21ft of April, 1798, it appeared on the cleared 
evidence that a body of United lnlhmen had organized 
themfelves within the walls of the College! had confut- 
ed about providing themfelves with arms, and had elec- 
ted officers ! — Nineteen ftudents were expelled, and fome 
other perfons cenfured. — ( Vifitation held by Lord Clare.) 

In the mean time open rebellion continued its progrefs* 
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and on the ift of April it is reported to a committee, that 
a letter had been received 44 from Bartholemew Teeling 
* (executed in September 17 98, being taking in arms with 
44 the French in their invaiion at iLillala) who was one 
44 of the delegates in France, ftating, that the French 
44 troops would moft certainly be on board by the middle 
44 of this month. The troops from Breft and that neigh- 
44 borbood were determined to try to evade the Britiftt 
44 fleet, and to land in Ireland ; of courfe the BribAi fleet 
41 would follow them ; and while thus drawn off, all the 
u ocher troops embarked at other ports would make a 
44 defcent on England. Whatever might refult from this 
44 attempt, it was the fixed determination of the National 
44 Committee, in cafe the French ftiould be fruftrated, 
44 that the brotherhood jbould of themf elves make a rifing . 
44 The citizens of Dublin, it was fuppofed, with the as- 
44 finance of the army, could feize the capital at any mo- 
44 ment.” Unfortunately, the principles of the Sect had 
made l'uch a progrefs, that as early as February die re- 
turns declared die number of the brotherhood to amount 
in Ulfter to 110,990, in Munfter to 100,634, and in 
Iseinfter to 08,272 ; and out of 8,000 military in Dublin 
alone, it was dated that 3,800 would a & againft Govern- 
ment. The Executive proceeded tocarry their determin- 
ation into execution. Dublin, Chapel-izod, the camp and 
the government, were to be feized on at one and the feme 
time; and the fignal was to be given to the whole coun- 
try, by the burning of the mail coaches. But, in order 
to get pofleffion of the camp at Lehaunftown,theMefir$. 
Sheares applied- to Captain Armftrong, who, true to his 
duty (and happily "lor his country), laid open the whole 
of the plan to his commanding officer at whofe exprcfs 
defire he continued to commune with the confpiracors. 
He was queftioned by them as to the ftrong and weak 
fides of the camp; and a Mr. Lawlcfs (a furgeon), with 
the natural humanity of his Se&, obferved, that 44 the 
trees on the right of the camp would be very convenient 
for hanging people.” At length it was agreed, between 
the MelTrs. Sheares (John was a member of the Exe- 
cutive) and Captain Armftrong, that th* latter fhould 
44 erect a ftandard upon the night to be fixed upon for 
44 the attack upon the camp, which was to be joined by 
44 all whom he had previouily known to be United Irtfh- 
44 men; that no perf on was to he fparad* and they- were 
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* not to be given the option of joining at the time of die 
44 attack.” 

The camp once carried, and Dublin fallen into the 
hands of die confpirators, we may judge of the ufe they 
meant to make of their victory, by the following pafia* 
ges of a proclamation found in the pofteffion of Mr. Hen* 
ry Sheares, and in the hand-writing of John Sheares, the 
member of the Executive : 

44 Irifhmen ! your country is free, and you are about 
44 to be avenged. That vile government, which has fo 
44 long and fo cruelly opprefled you, is no more. Some 
44 of its moft atrocious monjlers have already paid the 

* forfeit of their lives y and the reft are in our hands ,— • 
44 A rife then, United Sons of Ireland ! Rife like a great 
44 and powerful people, determined to live free or die !— 
44 Arm yourfelves by every means in your power, and 
44 rujh like lions on your joes — In the caufe of Liberty, 
u ina&ion is cowardice, and the coward jkall forfeit the 
44 property he has not the courage to protect : let his arms 
44 be feized, and transferred to thofe gallant fpirits who 
44 want and will ufe them. Yes, Irifhmen, we fwear by 
44 that eternal jufiicejtn whofe caufe you fight, that the 
44 brave patriot who furvives the prefent glorious ftruggle* 
44 and the family of him who has fallen or (hall fall hftte- 
44 after in it, (h^il receive from the hands of a grateful na- 
14 tion an ample recompenfe out of that property which 
44 the crimes of our enemies have forfeited into its hands. 
44 But we likewife fwear , to punijb robbery with death 
44 and infamy / / / 

44 As for thofe degenerate wretches who turn their 
44 fwords againft their native country, the national ven * 
44 geance awaits them : let them find no quarter , unlefs 
44 they (hall prove their repentance by fpeedily defert - 
44 ing. — &c. &c. 

44 Many military feel the love of liberty glow within 
44 their breads* and have joined the national ftandard. 
44 Receive with open arms fuch as (hall follow fo glori- 
44 ous an example. But for the wretch who turns his (word 
44 againft his native country, let the national vengeance 
44 be vifited on him > let him find no quarter ” — ( 1 rial of 
Mefj'rs . Sheares . 

The foregoing is more than fufficient to (how the na* 
ture of this afiociation. My obje£l has not been to write 
tht hiftory of die late rebellion, but merely to (how that 
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its ob jell, end, and means, were entirely fimilar to that of 
the infernal Se£t deferibed in the Memoirs that have juft 
been laid before the Engllfli reader. May my country- 
men profit of this awful example in Ireland, and guard 
againft the infidious progrefs of that Sedt in Great Bri- 
tain ! 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

When we turn our eyes toward Great Britain, aflo- 
ciations of a fimilar tendency appear; under a great di* 
verlity of names indeed, but all actuated by a fimilar fpi- 
rit. Their fir ft obje& was, to captivate the minds of the 
people by means of 44 lectures delivered on political fiib- 
44 jedls, calculated by their very extravagance to catch 
44 the attention of the audience ; and in the courfe of them 
44 every topic was employed that could inflame their 
44 minds, alienate them from the laws and conftitution of 
44 their country, and habituate them to principles of fe- 
44 dition and rebellion. The moft violent publications 
44 to the fame effect were fecretly but generally circulated 
44 in hand-bill?, both in the metropolis and in the remote 
44 parts of the country. Every point that could excite 
44 difeontent, according to the purfuits, interefts, or pre- 
44 judices, of different claffes, has been fuqccffively dwelt 
44 on, and always in fuch a manner as to connect it with 
44 the leading defign. The attempt to accompiifh this 
44 End has appeared in the fhape even of play-bills and 
<4 fongs; feditious toafts, and a ftudied fele&ion of the 
44 tunes which have been moft in ufe in France fince the 
44 Revolution, have been applied to the fame purpofe, of 
44 endeavoring to render deliberate incitements to every 
44 fpecies of treafon familiar to the minds of the people.” 
(Eng. 2d Report, p. 20. ) — 44 In the fame manner (fay 
u the confpirators) that a farmer may be roufed by the 
44 mention of tytbes , the Jhoe-makers may by the exetffive 
44 dcarnefs of leather , the inn-keeper by the numerous and 
44 unnecejfary fianding army , and ALL by a temperate 
44 and difpajjionate relation of the immenfe number of fine- 
44 cure places and ufelefs offices, in which the corrupt and 
44 proftitute favorites, agent?, &c. of the Rich and Great 
44 riot in the fpoils and plunder wrefted from thehufband- 
44 man, mechanic, &c. — (yip. C. p. 28.) 

The aflbeiation that took the lead was, the Society 
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fOK Constitutional Information, which on the 
St 3d of March, 1791, voted thanks to Thomas Paine for 
his work on the Rights of Man. — ( Ibid 21.) Other fo- 
pieties, fuch as thofe of Sheffield, Manchefter, See. palled 
ii m Liar votes'for his having demon it rated the rights of 
man in a manner fo clear and convincing. In May, 1 792, 
this fociety refolved, that a communication Ihould be 
opened with the Jacobin Club of Paris ; and an addrefs 
to that club was tranfmitted, figned by the chairman. An 
addrefs was alfo voted to the National Convention on the 
9th of November, 1792, in confequcnce of the attack of 
the iOth of Auguft on the French Monarch, ftyling the 
Convention u fervants of the fovereign people , and bene- 
« factors of mankind, 'lhe benefits (they fay) will in part 
« be ours , but the glory will be all your own; and it is the 
« reward of your perfeverance; it is the prize of virtue.” 

( Ibid 24 . ) 

Another affociation, calling itfelf the London Cor- 
responding Societ v,was inftituted in January, 1792. 

^ It immediately formed a clofe connection with the Society 
for Conftitutional Information; on the 12th October, 

1792, it framed an addrefs to the French Convention ; 
the deputies who prefented it, “ after pointing out their 
« wiffies to effeCt in this country a revolution fimilar to 
that made in France, confider the example of France as 
« having made revolutions eafy ; adding, that it would not 
« be extraordinary, if in a fhort fpace of time the French 
« fhould fend addreffes of congratulation to a National 
« Convention of England-, and the prefidentin hisanfwer 
a fays, the moment , without doubt, approaches when the 
tt French will brine congratulations to the National Con - 
« vention of Great Britain.”— ( Ibid. 25J The frater- 
nal embrace and the honors of the fitting were the natu- 
ral recompenfe of fuch patriotic declamation. The fan- 
euinarv Barrere, St. Andre, and the infolent Roland were 
declared honorary members, and the fpeeches of the two 
former on the trial of Louis XVI. were entered on the 

books of the fociety. . * 

Various focieties were now formed in different parts 
of England, all correfponding with thofe in London, as 
their centre. Reform in parliament, univerfal fuffrage, 
and annual eledions, were the objeCts held out to the over- 
credulous. Soon we find the London Society for Con- 
stitutional Information and the London Cor- 
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responding Society in dofe connexion with, sad 
actually dire&ing, fimilar focieties at Hertford; at 
Cambridge ; in Norfolk, at Norwich ; at Lieces- 
ter; in Warwickshire, at Coventry and Birming- 
bam\ at Nottingham; in Derbyshire, at Derby 
and Btlper ; in Cheshire, at Stockport ; in Lanca- 
shire, at Liverpool and Manchefier\ in Yorkshire, 
in the Weft-Riding, at Sheffieiid, Leedsj Bradford, Hal- 
ijax , Huddersfield^ and Irak e field ; in Northumber- 
land, at Newcafile upon Tyne , &c. AJTociations were 
a Ifo formed at Bristol. With refpeS to Scotland* 
Edinburgh appears to have been the central point for 
that country correfponding with London. In the interior 
of Scotland, and under its dire&ion, we find many towns, 
fuch as Leith , Dundee , Perth , Stirling , Kilfytby Kyrkin- 
tullochy Glafgow (which alfo correfponded with London) 
Paifiey y Stratbaven y Dalkeith , &c. The lame rules ok 
proceeding, and for fubdividing the focieties, are to be 
traced again. But nothing can better illuftrate the na- 
ture of thefe affociations than that of Sheffield. 

This affociation they tell us (Appendix D.)themfelYes, 
44 originated in an aflembly of five or fix mechanics^ who 
44 by their meeting at fome one of their houfes, and c$n- 
44 verfing about the enormous high price of provifions ; the 
44 grofs abufes this nation labors under from the unbound- 
44 ed authority of the Monopolifers of all ranks, from eke 
44 king to the peasant; the wafteandlavifliof the pub- 
44 lie property by placemen, penfioners, luxury, and de- 
41 bauchery, fources of the grievous burthens under which 
41 the nation groans ; together with the mock reprefent- 
44 ation of the people ;— thefe being the fubje£h of their 
44 convention, they concluded , that nothing but DARK- 
44 ness and ignorance in the people could fuller the 
44 rights of every freeman to be thus violated .” They 
then invited their neighbors to deliberate on this patrio- 
tic difeovery ; they re-printed an edition of 1600 copies 
of Paine 9 s Rights of Man , and fold it at fix-pence to en- 
lighten their fellow-countrymen. They ftyle themfelves 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, write up to 
London, on the 15th of January, 1792, to rcc^ueit the 
favor 44 of forming a connexion with all the like foci- 
44 eties in England, and efpecially with thofe or fome of 
44 them in London, the Thatched-houfe, the London-ta« 
44 vern, or others, and humbly folicit their advice and as- 
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* (Iftance in the accomplifhing thereof, in order to form 
44 #irr nfolves fimilar to theirs ; becaufe, as we are adu- 
%t ated by the same caufe and principle , and all our in- 
44 terefts being one % our Jentiments ought and mufi be the 
44 fame” In about four months after, they inform the 
London Society, that 44 not only their large and popu- 
44 lous town, but the whole neighborhood for many miles 
44 round about, have an attentive eye upon them ; and that 
tt moft of the towns and villages were forming themfelves 
44 into fimilar affectations, jlriftly copying after us” They 
alfo declare their objed to be, 44 a radical reform of 
44 the Country as foon as prudence and difcretion would 
44 permit, and eftabldhed on that fyftem which is confift- 
44 ent with the rights of man ” They requeft that cer- 
tain members of their aflociation may be admitted to the 
London meeting, which now becomes the regulating com- 
mittee, that 44 a more dole connexion might be formed 
41 and communication be maintained, 44 for theextenfion of 
44 ufeful knowledge from town to village ^ and from village 
44 to town, until the whole nation be fufficiently enligbt - 
44 ened and united in the fame caufe , which cannot fail of 
44 being the cafe wherever the moft excellent works of 
44 Thomas Paine find reception.” Should any pcrfon 
wilh to be convinced, that all thefe, as well as the Irifh 
focieties, were formed on Weifliaupt’s correfponding fcale, 
let him attend to the improvement which the Sheffield 
people were about to adopt at the end of the 4th month, 
and after this offspring of the difcontented mechanics had 
eorrefponded with London: 44 It is certainly (they fay) 
44 the beft way of managing large bodies, as in great and 
44 populous towns; viz. dividing them into fmall bodies 
44 or meetiugs of ten perfons each, and thofe ten to ap - 
44 point a delegate. Ten of thefe delegates form another 
44 meeting, and fo on, delegating from one to another, till 
44 at laft they are reduced to a proper number for confti- 
44 tuting the Committee or Grand Council.” After 
this, it is really ufclefs to trouble my reader with any 
thing more on the nature or principles of the focieties of 
Great Britain. We find fubfcripcions carried on for the 
defence of' the profecution commenced againft Thomas 
Paine. The Scotch Societies agree with thofe of Eng- 
land to hold a Convention, which, tho’ not general from 
England, met in O&ober, 1793* — (Appendix F.) — A 
letter was there read from the four united focieties of Ire- 
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land. Citizens Hamilton Rowan and Simon Butler at- 
tended from Dublin, but were not delegated ; however*, 
the latter made a report to the convention on the ftate of 
Ireland. Margaroty a London delegate, faid, 44 The fo— 
44 cieties in London are very numerous, though fomewhat 
c< fluctuating. In fome parts of England whole towns 
44 are reformers; Sheffield and its environs have 50,000. 
44 In Norwich there are 30 focieties in one. — If we could 
44 get a convention of England and Scotland called, we 
<c might reprefent fix or / even hundred thoufand males, 
44 which is a majority of all the adults in the kingdom; 
44 and miniftry would not dare to refufe us our rights.” 
They had held fourteen fittings, when the magiftrateS 
thought proper to put a flop to it and arreft fome of the 
members; others aped the conduct of the tiers etat at 
VcrfailJes, when ordered to difperfe, and adjourned from 
place to place; happily, however, they did not fucceed. 
All their forms, and even their modes of fpeech, were 
fervilely copied from the French. After the numerous 
adherents that they had feduced, it is natural to think that 
the teachers of the Sect thought it time to bind the mon~ 
filers who dared oppofe them ; to effectuate this, pikeS 
were forged in different parts of Great Britain. 44 A 
44 plan (writes the fecretary of the Sheffield fociety, in 
4< April, 1794) has been formed for carrying into efFeCk 
44 this necefury bufinefs (of arming). Fike-bJades are 
44 made with hoops for the (haft to fit the top ends; the 
44 bottom end of the {hafts fhould be about an inch thick- 
44 er, and fir is recommended for the (hafts, feledtcd by 
44 perfons who are judges of wood. The blades ana 
44 hoops will be fold at the rate of one (hilling, properly 
44 tempered and poliflied. The money lent with the or- 
44 ders.” — (2d Report , p. 2) — 7 he fecretary of the Cor - 
ref ponding Society gave directions where the pikes might 
be procured (page 5) ; thofe who could procure mus- 
kets learned the ufc of them, exercifing by candle-light, 
or under pretext ofloyal aflbeiations ; that which afltimed 
the name of Loyal Lambeth would admit none but (hofe 
who were members of the Correfponding Society, of who 
promifed to become fo; nor had this armed aflociation 
been authorised by government. Meanwhile Scotian I had 
made fuch progrcf% that the brethren there not only be- 
gan to arm with pikes, but alfo turned their mind towards 
adfing! The plot was fortunately difeovered. A therifP* 
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officer went to fearch the houfe of a Mr. Watt Jot fame 
goods which were fuppofed to have been fecreted, as be- 
longing to a bankrupt of the name of Neilfon > and who 
has llnce .commenced .qflpcher in England. In this fearch 
he found fome pikes ; *ftd in a fecond (made in ihe fame 
week, on the 15th of May, 1794) many more were dis- 
covered in a clofet. This gave rife to enquiries, and it 
was found that no lefs than 4000 pikes had been ordered 
for Perth, beiide thofe wanted for Edinburgh. It iya$ far* 
ther difeovered, that this Watt was a member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means delegated from the remnants 
of the convention; that he had in this committee read a 
plan 44 For feizing on the Lord Juftice Clerk, the Lords 
44 of Seilson, apd the Lord Provoft. A fire was to be 
44 lighted at the Excife, and when the foldiers were com * 
44 ing down, the people were to fall on them and feize the 
4< Banks.’' As foon as this had fucceeded, a proclama- 
tion was to be iflued, 44 Deiiring all farmers not to remove 
14 their grain under pain of death, and all gentlemen not 
44 to go three miles from their houfes." This grand plan 
was communicated to the Societies by means of travel- 
ling adepts, who had a certificate authorizing them to 
call at the Societies. It was not figned, but feals were 
attached to the commiffion. The plan executed, and the 
44 Arijlocrats feizedf couriers were to, be lent ta the 
country with the news. In Watt's houfe were alfo found 
the types of the hand-bill contained in Appendix A. No. 
I. and dated Dundee, April 12, 1794, which was diftri- 
buted among the Fenciblcs, to flir them up to revolt.— 
The manner of diftributing them is worthy of remark, as 
being common to England as well as to Scotland. Dow - 
nicy who was alfo a member of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and who was convidted with Watt , after 
giving fome to a perfon who was to diftribute them, 
44 defired him to throw the parcel on the floor; and if 
lc any body afked him where he got it, he might fay he 
44 found it." A fhort time after, thele hand-bills found 
their w^y to the foldiers in garrifon at Dalkeith. — ( See 
the % rials of Watt and Downie , in Augujl and Septem- 
ber* 1794.; .. > 

On the 12th of April, 1797, England witnefTed the 
awful fight of its licit in open mfurrechon. Here, as oil 
land, we find oaths ol fecrecy and of union, delegates, and 
accord of fyftem pervading the whole mutiny. At Portf- 
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mouth it was happily quelled, in a great degree, by the 
aodi of April; feme draggling (hips would indeed £bovr 
fvmptoms of revolt, from time to time, both there and at 
Plymouth : At length the great mutiny at the Nore broke 
out on the ilth of May , and was not fuppreffed till die 
month of June. Many of the mutineers were brought to 
trial; and Parker, their leader, was hanged on the 30th 
of June. No authentic document appeared on thefe trials, 
indeed, that could conne& this mutiny with the fecret fo- 
cieties on land; but, if we look to dates, it will be evi- 
dent, that the Corresponding Society did not view this in- 
{urre&ion of the fleet with an indifferent eye. I here al- 
lude to the papers that appeared on the trial of a man of 
tpe name of Fellowes, who had been a journeyman car- 
peuter before he took to the patriotic line j he was tried 
at Maidftone on the 13th of March, 1798, (his trial hav- 
ing been deferred at his own requeft ) and fentenccd to two 
years imprifbnment. The account of the tranfa&ion giv- 
en by the prifoner, as appeared in evidence, is as follows : 
44 That he lodged at a Mr. Wratten’s houfe in Maidffone ; 
44 that a pared came there on the 18 th of May, 1797, (the 
44 fleet in full mutiny) directed Co Mr. Wratten, by a 
44 Charing-Crofs coach. — The wife opened the parcel; 
44 and, as Mr. Wratten was from home, he (Fellowes) 
44 told the wife, that the papers it contained belonged to 
44 one of the fooieties; there was to be a meeting, he told 
44 her, on that night at the Rofe and Grown ; that he would 
44 carry them there, and take the fenfe of the meeting. He 
44 accordingly did fo; read one of them, and none of the 
44 lociety made any obje&ion. He then laid them on the 
44 table > and the members of the fociety helped themfelves 
44 as they thought proper (or, perhaps, found them, as was 
tlie cafe with the hand-bills in Scotland.) Some of the 
bills were carried from this meeting to another divifion 
of the fociety, fitting at the Caflle Inn , under the pretence 
of knowing whether they were legal ; but, whether legal 
or not, they were diftnbuted before morning among the 
foldiers then at Maidffone. — The paper began thus:— 
44 To the firiuffi Army:— Comrades, are we not men? 
“ — Is it not high time we ihould prove we know our- 
4C lelves tube fuch? — Are we any where refpedted as men 
4t — and why arc we not?— Have not wrong notions of 
44 difeipline led us to our prefent defpifed condition ? — Is 
44 there a man among us who does not wilh to defend his 
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«* country, and who would not willingly do it without be- 
« ing fubjeft to the infolence and cruelty of effeminate 
44 puppies? fVere not the Sailors (at that time in full 
4C infurre&ion), like us, mocked for want of thought, tho* 
<c not fo much defpifed for poverty as we are ? Have they 
44 not proved that they can think and act for them~ 

44 felves , and preferve every ufeful point of difcipline full 
44 as well, or better than when under the tyranny of their 
44 officers?” Then comes a heap of declamation againft 
the officers, againft Parliament, againft barracks, ^a ter- 
rible grievance, as it guards the foldiers from falling ait 
eafy prey to the difcontented) and on the fyftem of cloth- 
ing; the Addrefs then proceeds : — 44 Thefe are a few of 
44 our grievances, and but a few; what (hall we do?— 
44 The tyranny of what is falfely called difcipline prevents 
44 us from acting like other men . We cannot even give in 
44 a petition for that which common honefty would freely 
44 have given us long ago. We have only two choices, ei- 
44 ther to fubmil to thq prefent impofitions, or demand the 
44 treatment proper for men. The power is all our own . 
44 The regiments which fend you this are willing to do 
44 their part.” (Can the Correfponding Society here de- 
nominate themfelves regiments, in confequence of their 
pike-bufinefs?) 44 They can fhow their countrymen they 
44 can be foldiers without being JJaves, and will make their 
44 demands as foon as they know you will not draw the 
44 TRIGGER AGAINST THEM. — Of this We will judge 
44 when we know you have diftributed this bill, not only 
44 among your comrades, but to every foldier whom you 
44 know in EVERY PART of the country— Be fober— Be 
44 ready.” The whole of this trial took place in prefence 
•of feveral of the members of the Correfponding Society 
of Maidftone; and after the fentcnce of two years impri- 
fonment was paffed on Fellowes, and that he was taking 
from the bar, fome of his friends confoled him by faying, 
44 Two years ! that is a long while; but Buonaparte will 
44 be here before that.” However this vapouring Came- 
leon is little to be dreaded by Britons. 

Hand-bills of the fame nature were difperfed among the 
army in other parts, and particularly in London; butjike 
true foldiers, they only anfwered by offering rewards 
(colle&ed from their pay) for the difeovery of the mis- 
creants who had conceived fo mean an opinion of them 
as to think they could be feduccd from their duty. A par- 
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Cel of hand-bills^ in the very terms here mentioned, 
thrown into the ftables of the Second Regjment of Horfe 
Guards, between the hours of one and th&e in the mom- 
iim, but was treated with the contempt it deferred^ The 
distribution of fuch hand-bills, and thereof adduced at 
Maidftone, will caufe much lefs furprize^ When it is known, 
that a the defign of endeavoring to ftducethe army from 
<4 theJ? duty had been the frequent fubjetft of converfation 
w among fome members of the Corr efponding Society ; it 
44 even appears, that a project was repeatedly agitated a- 
44 mong them, of ftriking a fudden blow, and beginning 
41 by fecuring the Royal Family and the Members of both 
w Houfcs of Parliament, with the hope (as it was exprefs- 
4t ed) that the army being without leader would no long- 

* er oppofe their attempts, — (2d Report , p. 17.) 

The lrifh fyftem was now fully adopted in Scotland; 
as on the2ift O&ober, 1797* a perfon juft arrived from 
Scotland brought a Scotch Conftitution to a County Meet- 
ing at Down Patrick, cc which was word for word the 

* fame as that of the lrifh, only the words United North 
44 Britons were fubftituted for United Irishmen.” — 
( drift) Appendix , No, XIV , -And on the 5th of Janu- 
ary, 1798, The United Britons fend the addrefs already 
mentioned in the account of Ireland, declaring that a The 
44 Society of the Friends of the People and that for Conjti- 
44 tutional Information had difeontinued their exertions; 
44 that the London Corr efponding Society , and other focie- 
4t ties in union with it, had arifen upon their ruins.” — 
( Ibid. ) — The delegates who carried it informed the Na- 
tional Committee of Ireland, that “ England, Scotland, 
44 and Ireland, were in future to be confidered as one peo- 
ple, a£ting for one common caufe; that legiftators %vere 
44 now chofen from the three kingdoms , to ait as an Exe - 
<c cutive Jor the whole.” — Whither does this infor- 
mation naturally lead us ? Surely to that paper which gave 
rife to the famous trial at Maidftone of (Quigley, Binns, 
O c Connor, &c. ? It began thus: 44 The Secret Committee 
14 of England to the Executive Directory of France— 
44 Health and Fraternity — «he 6th of PJuviofe (or Janu- 
44 arv 25th, exactly twenty days after the addrefs to Ire- 
44 land.) Citizen Directors — we are called toge- 
<c ther, on the wing of the moment, to communicate to 
44 you our fentimencs; the citizen who now prefents them 
*** to you, and who was the bearer of them before, having 
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M but A few hours to remain in town, expeft not a labor- 
<c ed addrefs from us; but plainnefs is the great charac- 
44 teriftic of republicans* 

44 Affairs are now drawing to a great and awful crifis ; 
44 tyranny, lhaken to its bails, feems about to be buried 
(< in its o#n ruins* IVith the tyranny of England that of 

all Europe mud fall. Hafte then, Great Nation, pour 
44 forth thy gigantic force ! Let the bafe defpot feel thine 
44 avenging (troke, and let one oppreffed nation carol forth 
44 the praifes of France at the altar of liberty. 

44 We faw with rapture your proclamations ; they met 
44 our warmeft withes, and removed doubts from the minds 
44 of millions. Go on ! Englijhmen will be ready to fecond 
44 your efforts ! ! !” What i'purious breed of Englifhmen 
are thele ? What race of Englilhmen have fuffered them- 
felves to be led away by fuch bafe-born cowards ? Is it in 
the life-time of a Howe, a Hood, a Bridport, a St. Vin- 
cent, a Duncan, or a Nelfon, that they dare invite thefe 
enemies of the human race to come and pillage this flou- 
ri filing country? Are the fans culottes then to lord it in 
London ftreets, bearing on pikes in.fanguinary triumph 
the heads of ihe beft men of England, with the hideous 
yells of Equality and Liberty? Vainly (hall fuch fyco- 
phants, in the hope of partaking of the general pillage 
and of defpoiling their fellow-countrymen (for, from the 
king to the peaf ant, all are declared monopolizers ) fpread 
the terror of French arms and the impoflibility of refitt- 
ing them. No; far from us be fuch teachers and fuch 
leaders, who only beguile the unheedy to lead them to 
beggary, wretchednefs, or the gallows^ Englishmen 
ve loyal, manly, and brave ; and wheft once they (hall 
have unmafked thefe infidious brethren, they need never 
doubt of vi&ory. But to return to the addrefs: — The 
nation is reprefented to be on the eve of bankruptcy; as 
making great progrefs in democracy ; and as placing little 
confidence in the leaders of oppofition ( at leaft fuch was 
the explanation of that paflage given by the Counfel for 
Mr. O l Connor). It then proceeds: 

44 Already have the Englifh fraternized with the Irifli 
44 and the Scots; and a delegate from each now fits 
44 with us. The facred flame of liberty is rekindled, the 
44 holy obligation of brotherhood is received with en-> 
44 tbufiafm* Even in the F leets and Armies it make* 
Ddd 
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« feme frogrefe. Disaffection prevails in both, and 
tc United Britain burns to break her chains/* 

I had forgotten to fpeak of a circa naftarice relating to 
the fleets. Englilhmen have viewed with horror the fcene 
of the Hermione frigate, whofe crew rofc or* their officers, 
murdered them, and carried the (hip into the enemy*s 
port. They have feen many other plots laid (but fortunate- 
ly difcovered) to murder the officers and give up the (hips 
to the enemy* Looking back to the oath adminiftered to 
the military in Ireland, a to be true to the French,” and 
the plans agreed upon “ to murder their officers and de- 
liver the arms up to the towns-people,” the reader will 
not be fo much at a lofs to judge whence fuch atrocious 
plots could arife, or what the progrefe of the brother- 
hood in the fleets can mean. God forbid* that l fhouM 
mention this with any idea of reproach to chofc gallant 
men who have fince fo glorioufly obliterated every dam 
that could have attached to their condu& during the mu- 
tiny. They faw with regret that they had fallen vidims 
to fedu&ion, and they glorioufly revenged themfelves on 
the enemies of their* country. They have counteradrd 
the atrocious plans of the confpiring Brotherhood ; and 
when I mentioned the mutiny, it was only to remind them, 
that crafty feducers could perchance furprixe their natural 
honefl y. 

It continues: K United as we are, we Only wait with 
w impatience to fee the Hero of Italy, and the brave ve- 
rt tcrans of the Great Nation. Myriads will hail their 
w arrival with (houts of joy \ they will foon finitti their 
u glorious campaign ! tyranny wit! vani/h from tbt 
w face of the earth , and , crowned with laurtts^ the in* 
w vincible army of France will return to its native court* 
u try , there long to enjoy the well earned praife of a grate* 
u ful world^whofe freedom they have fur chafed with their 
“ blood ” (L. S.) 

Did fycophants ever beg more eameftly for die plun- 
der and devaluation of their fellow-countrymen ; for they 
could no longer plead ignorance of the views of the 
F rench ? Colonel T ate had made his defcent on the cdaft 
of Wales the aid of February, 1797, and his inftrudions, 
figned by Hoche,* the faithkfs conqueror o( Quiberon, 

• Thefe inftruflioos were much Cavilled at by thole papers 
that are ever founding the praifei of the French Revolution a 
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mrit red him 44 to execute a coup de main on Briftol 
for its deftru&ion was u of the very laft importance, and 
44 every poffible effort (hould be made to accomplifh it,” 
m account of its riches and commerce* The troops were 
to be landed by night 44 within five miles of the town* 
44 in the greateft ftlence, and being fupplied with com- 
“ buftible matter, were to advance rapidly in the dark, 
41 on that fide of Briftol which might be to windward, 
44 and immediately let fire to that quarter. If the enter* 
** prize be conduced (they fay) with dextcrity,ii cannot 
44 fail to produce the total ruin of the town, the port, the 
44 docks, and the veflels, and to ftrike terror and amaze* 
44 roent into the very heart of the capital of England.” 
Let the inhabitants of Briftol now call on thofe infiduous 
brethren who dare commune with them, and afk them, 
Whether they ahb approve of this invitation of the bro- 
therhood to the French, as they “ applauded and appro* 
44 ved the refolution oj forming another general convention '* 
on the 24th of April, 1794, after the dii'perfion of the 
Scotch Convention in December, 1793. After reading 
Hoche’s Inftru&ions, will they write again to the London 
Correfponding Society-— 41 we read— we blufhed— we 
44 took courage— we efid more \ for we refolved on rc-as- 
44 fembling.” If fo they do, it is to be hoped that they 
will do it far the purpofe of making public atonement to 
their fellow-townfmen for their paft conduct ; for they 
can no longer fay u 9 tis a noble— *tis a virtuous— * 9 tis a 
u god- like and immortal caufe—\ in which we are now mu* 
,, tually embarked.”— ( Appendix H.) 

and even fo late as the ]tft ofO&ober, 1798, die Count a 
boldly declares them to be a clumfy fabrication of the minilie* 
rial writers. The F.nglilh nation at large fhouM know that 
thofe inftrudtions were never doubted of by any well informed 
peribn> from the firft feizure of them by Lord Cawdor in Fe- 
bruary, 1797; that they were depolited at the Secretary of 
State’s office ; that they are alluded to in the report made the 
9th of May, 1798, by the Houfe of Commons On the treAtmmt 
of prifoners of *war, and are publilhed in the Appendix ( A . 
No. XC.J to that report. When the reader is informed that 
an office is eftablifhed, Rue du Bacq, for the delivery of the 
Couai er at Paris, that it is ftrongly recommended by a crea- 
ture of the Directory, in one of their periodical papers, while 
alt ocher Engliih papers, but one, are proferibed, his furprfac 
will ceafe, as it is natural to expert chat fome return mult be 
made to the Directory by the editor of this paper lor io maik- 
*d a favor, though it were at the expenfe of truth. 
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The InftroCtions proceed: u The expedition under 
w Colonel Tate has in view three principal objeCts; the 
a firft is, if poffible, to raife an infurreCiion in the coun- 
M try ; the fecond is, to interrupt and embarrafs the cam* 
* merce of the enemy ; and the third, to prepare and faci- 
w litate the way for a defcent,by detracting the attention 
<c of the Englifh government. 

u In all countries the poor are the dafs moft prone to 
“ infurreCtion ; and this difpofition is to be cherijbtd by 
a d'tftributing money and drink ; by inveighing againjf 
u the government, as the cause of the public dis- 
%i tress ; by recommending and facilitating a riling, to 
<c plunder the public ftores and magazines, and the pro- 
w per ty of the rich, whofe affluence is the natural fubjed 
c< of envy to the poor.” By fuch means u numbers of 
K artizans and workmen, of vagabonds and idlers, and 
u even malefactors,’* were to be attracted and w formed 
u into new companies under the command of French of- 
w fleers. 

u The commerce of the enemy in the country is to be 
a interrupted by breaking down bridges, cutting off dykes, 
w and ruining caufeways, which is, at the fame time, es-, 
w fentially ncceffary for the preservation of the army; by 
<c plundering all convoys of fubfiftence, the public ftages 
and waggons, and even private carriages; the cutting 
u off the fupplies of provifions from the principal towns, 
w burning all veffels and boats in the rivers and canals, 
a deftroying magazines, fetting fire to docks and coal-' 
yards, rope-walks, great manufactories. Sic. &c* It is 
w to be obfcrved iikewife, that by thefe means a crowd of 
u artizans will be thrown out of employ , and of courfe 
<c be ready to embark in any meafure which holds out to 
a them fubfiftence and plunder without labor or fatigue.** 
To be fure, the poor, the workmen, and artizans, are 
here held out as a moft profligate race ; but Hoche, it is to 
be remembered, fpeaks from the example of France, where 
the deftruction of manufacturing towns was looked upon 
as a means of recruiting the Jacobin ranks. Secret foci- 
eties had prepared them for luch horrid deeds in France; 
and Sheffield, Birmingham, and Manchefler, appear to 
have been the fir ft objects of the patriotic labors of the 
fccrct focieties in England. 

w Subfiftcnce is to be ieized wherever it can be found; 
if any town or village refufe to Supply it at the moment. 
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* it is to be given up to immediate pillage ; your (bldiers 
are to carry with them nothing but their arms; they 
44 will find every where clothes , linen, and Jhoes ; the in- 
44 habitants mujt fupply your wants , and the feats of the 
44 gentry are to be your magazines. Wherever die le- 
44 gion, or any of its columns, is ported, if the neighboring 
44 parilbes do not give injlant notice oj the approach of the 
44 enemy by ringing bells, or other wile, they are to be giv- 

44 en Up TO FIRE AND SWORD. 

44 With boldncfs and intelligence combined, you may. 
44 eafily poflcfs yourfelf of Chejler or Liverpool \ which 
44 you wili ruin by burning the magazines, and filling up 
44 the port s, or at leait you will cut off all communication 
44 between thofe cities and the interior.— In order to 
44 fpread the confternation and aftoniftiment as widely as 
44 poflible, after the deftruftion of Liverpool, (for this 
44 point is capital ), you muft follow your blow, aud feize 
44 upon fome (mail town or fea-port on that coaft, which 
44 you will lay under contribution.” Was it (I would 
afk) to prepare the town of Liverpool for fuch a fate that 
fo early as 1792, fome of its inhabitants entered into a di— 
reft correfpondence with the London focietie9 that were 
at that time addrefling the Jacobins of Paris and hailing 
them as brothers ? Did they then conceive, that within 
the fpace of fix years an add refs would be fent to invite 
thofe Jacobins into England, bearing fuch inftruftions as 
are now laid before the reader? — During this timeHoche, 
in perfon was fuppofed to be in Ireland; and my reader 
may eafily conceive, by thefe inftruftions, the horrors that 
he would have committed himfelf, had he fucceeded in his 
attempt at Bantry-Bay. Two other French parties were 
to have been afting in concert with Tate, in all probabi* 
lity with fimilar inftruftions, in Yorkfhire, Durham, and 
Northumberland; and without doubt thefe parties, if fuc- 
cefsful, would have as radically reformed the conftitution 
as could have been defired by that affociation at Newcas- 
tle upon Tyne, which wrote, on the 24th of April, 1794, 
to inform the London Correfponding Society how cun* 
ningly they met every week, 44 admitting none but known 
44 friends , and aflummg no name but that of newspa- 
44 PER-companies.” News indeed ! their town burnt, 
their port deftroyed — Great news — bloody news for the 
friends. Should they, however, not have been the firft 
objeftjjf the rapacity of the implacable enemy, and, learn- 
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ing by the example of Briftoi, have conceived hopes o t 
preserving their town, by petitioning his majefty for a 
military force, would they (I make bold to aik) patriots 
cally finifli their petition, by “ Farewell, hoping the HT- 
“ DRA OF TYRANNY AND IMPOSITION Jboll fan fall 

u under the quillotine of truth anb reason ! !’ v 
Let them learn before it is too late.-— (Appendix^ H. p- 
12 1 }• 

in February laft, the United Britifli were (Wearing in 
profelytes in the Borough ; and thefe feducers would have 
continued their fediuous pra&ices, had they not been put 
tu Sight by the magistrates of Union-hall; and John Cor« 
aaick, in his declaration of July, 1798, Stated, that “he 
u knows there is an agent for the United Britifli redden* 
tt in Paris, and that there are agents both for the United 
u Britifli and Iriih refident at Hamburg .”— •( Irijb Ap w 
J\Th XXXI l J— Thus are we led to July, 1798, by au- 
thentic documents, which will be more than enough to 
Convince the moft obftinate fceptick, that this confpiriog 
•Sect is ever active and vigilant to betray its countrymen 
into the hands of the moft implacable of enemies. 

Would to God that every £n^li(hman would refled 
on the proceedings of Secret Societies! how clearly 
might he perceive their twofold object— of overturning 
a constitution that has led England to the fummitof glo- 
ry and prosperity; and of ere&mg a power, on bloodshed, 
rapine, and the negleiSt of every Social duty. On the on* 
fide, we foe the Rights of man, Equality and Liberty, fof 
forth by thefe iniidious teachers, to prove to the induftri- 
ous laborer and unwary artizan, that it is a breach of 
their rights to foe the inhabitants of the earth dillingui Sh- 
ed into dalles Subordinate to different ranks and iubjeC* 
to Superiors; that were thefe diftin&ions of monopolizers 
once broken, the people would be then repoffeffed of theic 
imprescriptible rights; that tyrannical laws would no 
longer reprefe the glorious zeal for the welfare of man- 
kind, and defpoticaily condemn thofe real patriots , the 
friends of man and the defenders of their rights. The 
existing governments are reprefented as an infringement 
of the rights of the people; the magistrates and military 
as agents of defpotifin; the clergy as importers. On the 
other Side, to establish the rebellious power of the Secret 
Societies, any number of perfons being rendered discon- 
tented by hearing the perpetual declamations of thole /►*- 
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Stical fihrtimsj an oath of fecrecy and anion is tendered 
to them; their curiofity and enthufiafm is next worked 
upon by the hopes of fecrets of high importance; they 
make profeiytes ; their affemblies foon become too nu* ** 
itierous; it is hinted that it would be dangerous, under 4 
the exifting circumftances, to meet in fuch numbers; it 
is propofed and agreed that they fbould divide, by tens fo t 
example; that, in order to eftablifh a fort of fubordina* 
tion, each fociety lhauld choofe a delegate ; then the ten 
delegates depute one of theirs to a higher degree; fo from 
degree to decree we rife to the Grand and Regulating 
Committee . One would think they had forgotten their 
declamations againft rank and Superiors. The leaft breach 
of fecrecy is to be punilhed by poifon or the dagger. Di$-» 
obedience is feverely punilhed ; and when we look to the 
Jacobin oath we find that neither Father^ Mother^ Friend^ 
Relation , nor even Mijtrefs , are to be fpared, when the 
good of the caufe is in queihon. Is it that a few rebels, 
ityling themfelves a Secret Committee, may in conjuno 
tion with the moll inveterate enemies of chefe kingdoms 
plunder and defpoil their fellow-countrymen, that Englilh- 
men will hearken to thefc feducers ? Shall a few frantic 
Jacobins, becaufe they are arrived at the fummit of the. 
pyramid, there to receive the loathfome fumes of blafphe- 
my and rebellion, lord it over a nation that can boaft of ;* 
Sovereign whofe virtues and paternal affe£lion have rather 
made him the father than the ruler of the nation;-— of a 
Houle of Lords, deferibed even, by the Jacobin Lacroix, 
u as precious to the nation, becaufe it is a rampart of its 
u liberties,”-— of a Houfe of Commons ever watchful of 
the real rights of the people, in fpite of the declamations 
of the Brotherhood to reprefent it as the contrary ;* over 

* Few people would fufpeft, that the debates in Parliament 
could ever be converted into a tool for the propagation of the 
views of the Correfponding Society. The following letter, 
however, will (how how carefully our anceftors had forefeen 
every danger, when they ordained that the debates (hould be 
kept fecret ; it will alfo ferve to explain the vehemence of ma- 
ny, on the occahon of the recent clearing of the galleries and 
bar during certain debates of high and tickiilh importance, fuch, 
for example, as the Irilh bu finds. This letter from the Lon- 
don Correfponding Societv ( Appendix E. March 4, 1793) is 
Written to a fociety at Sheffield : “ With regard to petitioning 

** Parliament, we are unanimous in the opinion, that fuch a 
"* petition will not produce a reform ; yet, from many confi- 
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a nation, in fhort, that can boaft of Laws which, formed 
by the mutual cunfent of King, Lords, and Commons, 
have led it to unparalleled glory, profperity, and riches ? 
Is it to men who have been feated on juries, who have 
attended the public courts of juftice, that thefe foducers 
lhall hold foi th on the mal>adm ini ft ration of juftice ? Shall 
a loyal army and victorious navy be repreiented as the 
agents of defpotifm and tyranny, becaufe they will not 
murder their officers and defert to the enemy? — No, En- 
glifhmen ; fuch efforts fhall ever meet with the contempt 
they deferve ; union, honefty, and loyalty, fhall lead us 
to victory; and, ever mindful of our claries to God and 
man, we may bid defiance to the malignity of our inter-* 
nal, and the rapacity of our external foes* 

So be it ! 

41 derations, we are now perfuaded, that tfevery fociety in the 
44 ifland would fend forward a petition, we fhould ultimately 
41 pain ground ; for as much as it will force the prefent men r- 
44 hers of thefenate repeatedly to difeufs thefubjctl ; and their 
44 deliberations’, printed in the different newfpapers • will moft 
4 ‘ naturally awaken the public vjind towards the ohj eft of our 
44 purfuit ; the nation once informed that a reform in Pariia- 
44 ment is fought for from different quarters, gives rife to de- 
41 bates in the Houfe of Commons, and is acknowledged by 
44 every rank to be wanting, will begin to exercife its own rea- 
44 fon on the fubjeft (probably, as we have feen five or fix roc- 
44 chanics of Sheffield doing). Arrived at that period, we pre- 
44 fume that our buiioefs will be nearly accomplifhcd.” 


END Or THE FOURTH AND LAST PART. 
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